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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

WHALECO, INC. (D/B/A TEMU), Cancellation No.: 92089657
. Registration Nos.: 7273384, 7238799,
Petitioner, 7238800, 7245449, and
6797454
V.

GAS DRAWLS LLC,

Respondent

ANSWER TO CONSOLIDATED PETITION FOR PARTIAL CANCELLATION AND

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

Respondent, Gas Drawls, LLC hereby responds and Answers Whaleco, Inc. (d/b/a
TEMU)’s Petition for Partial Cancellation of U.S. Trademark Registration Nos. 7273384,

7238799, 7238800, 7245449, and 6797454 as follows:

l. Admit.
2. Admit.
3. Admit.
4. Admit.
5. Admit.
6. Respondent admits it recently filed a case for trademark infringement entitled Gas

Drawls, LLC v. Whaleco, Inc., et al., Case No. 2:25-cv-07425 (C.D. Cal), but denies the
reminder of the allegations in Paragraph 6.
7. Respondent is without sufficient knowledge or information to admit or deny the

allegations in Paragraph 7 and therefore denies the same.




8. Deny.

9. Deny.
10. Deny.
1. Deny.
12. Deny.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

By and for its affirmative defenses Respondent states as follows:

1. Daniel Dumile Thompson, professionally known as “MF DOOM,” was an
acclaimed rapper, songwriter, and record producer, widely recognized for his signature metal
mask he donned during performance and "supervillain" stage persona.

2. After starting his career as MF DOOM in 1997, he became a major figure of
underground and alternative hip hop in the 2000s with Variety describing him as one of hip hop's
"most celebrated, unpredictable and enigmatic figures.” Andrew Barker; Jordan Moreau, Rapper
MF Doom Dies at 49, Variety (December 31, 2020, 2:13 PM),

https://variety.com/2020/music/obituaries-people-news/mf-doom-dead-rapper-1234877295/; see

also Exhibit A.

3. Mr. Thompson passed in 2020, and Applicant is the owner of the rights to MF
DOOM’s music library and intellectual property, including all trademarks associated with MF
DOOM and all rights in MF DOOM’s name, voice, signature, photograph, and likeness.

4. After discovering that Petitioner was selling unauthorized products bearing
Applicant’s mark subject to Registration Nos. 7273384, 7238799, 7238800, 7245449, and

6797454, among others, through the Temu website https:/ www.temu.com, Applicant filed the

aforementioned case, Gas Drawls, LLC v. Whaleco, Inc., et al., Case No. 2:25-cv-07425 (C.D.

Cal) on August 11, 2025. The case remains ongoing before the Hon. Stanley Blumenfeld, Jr.



https://variety.com/2020/music/obituaries-people-news/mf-doom-dead-rapper-1234877295/
https://www.temu.com/

First Affirmative Defense
(Registrations are Less than Three Years Old)

Respondent alleges on information and belief that the Petition for Cancellation is barred
as to Registration Nos. 7273384, 7238799, 7238800, and 7245449 for no bona fide use in
commerce because Registration Nos. 7273384, 7238799, 7238800, and 7245449 were each
issued less than three years from the time Respondent filed its Petition. 15 U.S.C. § 1064(6);
TBMP § 307.01.

Second Affirmative Defense
(Unclean Hands)

Respondent alleges on information and belief that the Petition for Cancellation is barred
by the doctrine of unclean hands. Petitioner has sought to cancel Respondent’s Registrations only
after Respondent initiated federal litigation against Petitioner for trademark infringement.

Third Affirmative Defense
(Failure to State a Claim)

Respondent alleges on information and belief that the Petition for Cancellation is barred
for failure to state a claim for relief. Petitioner’s allegations lack evidence of harm to its business
and fail to demonstrate any valid legal basis for canceling Respondent’s U.S. Trademark
Registrations.
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WHEREFORE, Respondent requests that the Petition for Cancellation be dismissed with

prejudice, together with whatever other relief the Board may deem appropriate.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: December 2, 2025 By: /s/Kelsey M. Schultz
Scott Alan Burroughs, Esq.

scott@donigerlawfirm.com
Kelsey M. Schultz, Esq.
kschultz@doingerlawfirm.com
DONIGER / BURROUGHS
Attorneys for Applicant



mailto:scott@donigerlawfirm.com
mailto:kschultz@doingerlawfirm.com

PROOF OF SERVICE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California. I am over the age of 18
and not a party to the within action; my business address is: DONIGER/BURROUGHS APC,
603 Rose Ave, Venice, CA 90291.

On December 2, 2025 I served the ENCLOSED documents described as:
APPLICANT’S ANSWER TO PETITION FOR CANCELLATION AND
AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES on the following necessary part(ies) in this action:

Hans Linden Mayer
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR,
LLP
1925 Century Park East Suite 400
Los Angeles, CA 90067
hans.mayer@knobbe.com
efiling@knobbe.com,
doreen.buluran@knobbe.com
ATTORNEYS TO BE NOTICED

by placing [ the original Xla true copy thereof enclosed in sealed envelopes addressed as
follows:
U BY MAIL

Q I deposited such envelope in the mail at Venice, California. The envelope was mailed
with postage thereon fully prepaid.
XIBY ELECTRONIC MAIL (E-MAIL)

On this date I caused the above-referenced document(s) to be transmitted to the e-mail
address noted above.

EXECUTED December 2, 2025 in Venice, California.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is
true and correct. I further declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the California
Bar, at whose direction this service was made.

/s/ Kelsey M. Schultz
Kelsey M. Schultz
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Daniel Dumile, best known as the rapper and producer
MF Doom, died on October 31, his wife announced on
the artist's Instagram page on Thursday afternoon. He
was 49,

“To Dumile. The greatest husband, father, teacher,
student, business partner, lover and friend [ could ever
ask for,” his wife wrote, “Thank you for all the things you
have shown, taught and given to me, our children and
our family, Thank you for teaching me how to forgive
beings and give another chance, not to be so guick to
judge and write off. Thank you for showing how not to be
afraid to love and be the best person 1 could ever be. My
world will never be the same without you. Words will
never express what you and Malachi mean to me, | love
both and adore you always. May THE ALL continue to
bless you, our family and the planet. All my Love,
Jasmine.”
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Mo cause of death was provided, only that Dumile had
“transitioned"” on October 31.
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One of the most celebrated, unpredictable and

fep hip-hop, Dumile was
born in London, but relocated to New York City as a

jgmatic figures in i

child. He began his music career under the name Zey
Lov X as part of the trio K.M.D. alongside his brother DI
Subroc, and the group had a minor hit in the early
1990s. After Subroc was killed in a car accident in 1993,
the group disbanded, and Dumile retreated from public

view, only to reemerge toward the end of the decade with

a new name and an extravagant new persona.
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Now calling himsell MF Doom and wearing a metal mask

inspired by the Marvel Comics villain Doctor Doom,
Dumile released his solo debut “Operation: Doomsday”
in 1999. Produced by Dumile himself under the
pseudonym Metal Fingers, the album couldn't have been
more willingly out of step with hip-hop’s mainstream,
Featuring Dumile’s signature plainspoken flow and
head-spinning volleys of intricate internal rhymes, off-
the-wall cultural ref and non i the

album gained him a sizable cult following.

Dumile’s career was anything but straightforward, and
he followed up on the notoriety gained through
“Doomsday” with a flurry of collaborations,
instrumental releases and projects under the allernate
alias Viktor Vaughn, He aligned with the influential

M polis label Rhy 5 for his second album as
Doom, “Mm...Food,” in late 2004, but it was another

project from earlier that year that truly established him
among the uppermaost ranks of independent hip-hop
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Released via the Highland Park indie Stones Throw,
“Madvillainy" united Dumile with idiosyncratic
California producer Madlib, and the two established an
unecanny chemistry, Featuring hurns that were cerebral
and goofy, drugged-out and lucid, the album offered
heady, jagged-edged collages of jazz samples and
obscure film dialogue, while Doom's rhymes were as
absurd, inventive, hilarious and endlessly quotable as
ever, The album saw Dumile enter the lower rungs of the
Billboard top 200 album chart, and brought with it
substantial press attention and praise from some of the
biggest names in hip-hop. (Rolling Stone would later
include “Madvillany” on its list of the 500 grearest
albums ol all time.)
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The following year, Dumile returned to the charts — this
time breaking into the top 50 — via a collaboration with
producer Danger Mouse, dubbed "The Mouse and the
Mask,” Dumile’s subsequent recording output was
characteristically erratic; he kept husy with plenty of

1 proj including repeat work with
Cartoon Network's Adull Swim) and one-offs, while
other long-rumored collaborations (particularty a joint
album with the Wu-Tang Clan's Ghostface Killah) failed
to materialize. Rarely seen in public without his metal
mask, Dumile became notorious for sometimes sending
masked impostors to lip-sync in his stead al concerts;
asked about this habit by Rolling Stone, he explained,
“everything we do is villain-style.”
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His last full album as Doom (having since dropped the
MF) was released in 2009 — titled “Born Like This," it
featured production from Madlib as well as the late 1
Dilla, and saw Dumile break into the album charts for
the first time as a solo artist.

His son, King Malachi Dumile, died in 2017,

Read More About: MF Doom
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