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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Petition for Cancellation

Notice is hereby given that the following party has filed a petition to cancel the registration indicated below.

Petitioner information

Name Better World Collective, Inc.

Entity Corporation Incorporated or
registered in

Delaware

Address 109 E. MAIN STREET
#206
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 22902
UNITED STATES

Attorney informa-
tion

MICHAEL J. HERTZ
WOODS ROGERS VANDEVENTER BLACK PLC
10 SOUTH JEFFERSON STREET
SUITE 1800
ROANOKE, VA 24011
UNITED STATES
Primary email: michael.hertz@woodsrogers.com
Secondary email(s): nick.mirra@woodsrogers.com
540-983-7611

Docket no.

Registration subject to cancellation

Registration no. 2174713 Registration date 07/21/1998

Register Principal

Registrant World Fund, Inc., The
119 WEST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10023
UNITED STATES

Goods/services subject to cancellation

Class 036. First Use: Apr 23, 1997 First Use In Commerce: Apr 23, 1997
All goods and services in the class are subject to cancellation, namely: charitable fund raising ser-
vices

Grounds for cancellation

Abandonment Trademark Act Section 14(3)

Attachments Better World Collective - Petition For Trademark Cancellation.pdf(28904 bytes )
Exhibit A.pdf(1376977 bytes )
Exhibit B.pdf(1091122 bytes )
Exhibit C.pdf(47846 bytes )



Signature /Michael J. Hertz/

Name Michael J. Hertz

Date 11/06/2024
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE  

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD  

 

BETTER WORLD COLLECTIVE, INC.  )  

       ) 

 Petitioner,     ) Cancellation No. _____________ 

v.       )  

) Mark:  A BETTER WORLD  

)  FUND 

THE WORLD FUND, INC.,    ) Reg. No:  2,174,713 

       ) Reg. Date: Jul. 21, 1998 

 Registrant.     ) 

 

PETITION FOR CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION 

Better World Collective, Inc. (“Petitioner”) believes it will be damaged by the continued 

registration of the mark “A BETTER WORLD FUND” (the “BETTER WORLD FUND Mark”) 

owned by The World Fund, Inc. (“Respondent”). Accordingly, Petitioner, by its attorneys 

Woods Rogers Vandeventer Black PLC, hereby petitions for cancellation of Respondent’s U.S. 

Registration No. 2,174,713 for the BETTER WORLD FUND Mark (the “Prior Registration”). 

In support of its Petition for Cancellation, Petitioner states as follows: 

1) Petitioner is a Delaware corporation with a principal office address of 109 E. 

Main Street, #206, Charlottesville, Virginia 22902, United States of America. 

2) Petitioner is the owner of two (2) pending U.S. Applications that are affected by 

the Prior Registration: (1) Serial No. 98/446117 for the service mark “BETTERWORLD”, (2) 

Serial No. 98/446130 for the service mark “BETTERWORLD” in a stylized font (together, the 

“BETTERWORLD Applications”). The BETTERWORLD Applications were filed with the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office (the “USPTO”) on March 12, 2024 on a current use 

basis. The BETTERWORLD Applications cover the following services in International Class 

42: 

Providing a website featuring resources, namely, a website 

featuring primarily non-downloadable software for use by charities 
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to aid in their fundraising and donor engagement and also featuring 

non-downloadable publications in the nature of articles, videos in 

the field of fundraising and donor engagement; Providing online 

non-downloadable computer software platforms for use by 

charities to aid in their fundraising and donor engagement; 

Providing temporary use of on-line non-downloadable cloud 

computing software for use by charities to aid in their fundraising 

and donor engagement; Providing temporary use of on-line non-

downloadable software for use by charities to aid in their 

fundraising and donor engagement; Software as a service (SAAS) 

services featuring software for use by charities to aid in their 

fundraising and donor engagement 

3) In two (2) Office Actions issued by the USPTO on September 30, 2024, the 

examining attorney cited the Prior Registration as the sole bar to registration of the 

BETTERWORLD Applications under 15 U.S.C. § 1052(d) (the “Office Actions”). 

4) Because this harm to Petitioner is within the zone of interests protected by the 

Lanham Act and is proximately caused by the Prior Registration, Petitioner is being damaged 

and will continue to be damaged by Respondent’s Prior Registration. This harm provides 

Petitioner with sufficient standing to bring this Petition for Cancellation against Respondent’s 

Prior Registration. 

5) On information and belief and according to USPTO records, Respondent was 

formerly a New York Not-For-Profit corporation with an address of 119 West 72nd Street, New 

York, New York 10023 United States. The Prior Registration was registered on July 21, 1998, 

and was assigned U.S. Trademark Registration No. 2,174,713. At the time of registration, the 

Prior Registration for the BETTER WORLD FUND Mark covered only: “charitable fund 

raising services” in International Class 36. 

6) On June 27, 2004, Respondent filed a Combined Declaration of Use and 

Incontestability under Sections 8 & 15 for the Prior Registration, and the USPTO accepted such 

filing on August 12, 2004. 
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7) On June 18, 2008 Respondent filed a filed a Combined Declaration of Use and/or 

Excusable Nonuse/Application for Renewal of Registration of a Mark under Sections 8 & 9 for 

the Prior Registration, and the USPTO accepted such filing on July 2, 2008.  

8) On September 28, 2017, Respondent filed a Combined Declaration of Use and/or 

Excusable Nonuse/Application for Renewal of Registration of a Mark under Sections 8 & 9 for 

the Prior Registration and the USPTO accepted such filing on September 29, 2017. 

9) On March 12, 2024 the BETTERWORLD Applications were filed by counsel 

on behalf of Petitioner, which claim a date of first use of April 30, 2018. 

10) On September 30, 2024, the Office Actions were filed by the USPTO.  

11) On information and belief, Respondent has permanently discontinued use of the 

Prior Registration in U.S. interstate commerce in connection with the services identified therein 

and does not intend to resume use of the BETTER WORLD FUND Mark in connection with 

the claimed services. 

12) Online research has revealed that Respondent has been dissolved as a 

corporation in New York. 

13) Specifically, Respondent filed its Certificate of Dissolution-Cancellation dated 

July 22, 2023 (Filing No. 230904000470) with the New York Department of State, Division of 

Corporations, a certified copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A (the “Certificate of 

Dissolution”). 

14) The Certificate of Dissolution states “[a]t the time of authorization of the 

[Respondent’s] Plan of Dissolution and Distribution of Assets … the [Respondent] holds no 

assets which are legally required to be used for a particular purpose.” Certificate of Dissolution, 

Article FIFTH (emphasis added).  
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15) The Certificate of Dissolution further states that, “[t]he [Respondent] is a 

charitable corporation with no assets.” Certificate of Dissolution, Article EIGHTH (emphasis 

added).  

16) The Certificate of Dissolution was filed with the New York Department of State, 

Division of Corporations on August 16, 2023.  

17) Respondent also filed its final tax return with the Internal Revenue Service on 

May 11, 2023, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B (the “Final Tax Return”). On the 

Final Tax Return, Respondent certified that the Final Tax Return was the “Final Return / 

[Respondent was] Terminated.” See Final Tax Return, Section B. 

18) In connection with the Prior Registration, Respondent disclosed via renewal 

specimens submitted to the USPTO on September 28, 2017, that Respondent’s website was 

abetterworldfund.org (the “Website”). Upon visitation of the Website as of the date of this 

Petition, a message is displayed that the Website has expired. A screenshot of the Website 

showing this expiration message is attached hereto as Exhibit C.  

19) On information and belief, Respondent has not assigned its rights in the Prior 

Registration to a third party and there is no evidence of any assignment recorded with the 

USPTO. 

20) Respondent has been dissolved under state law, has declared and certified to the 

State of New York and Internal Revenue Service that it has no assets, has filed a final tax return, 

is not using the Prior Registration in U.S. interstate commerce, and based on the foregoing, has 

abandoned all use of the Prior Registration in connection with the services claimed therein or 

otherwise and does not intend to resume such use. 
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CLAIM I 

Abandonment 

15 U.S.C. § 1127; 15 U.S.C. § 1064(3) 

21) Petitioner realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations of Paragraphs 

1 through 20 of this Petition for Cancellation. 

22) There is no evidence of current use of the Prior Registration in U.S. interstate 

commerce or otherwise, and Respondent’s filing of the Certificate of Dissolution, the Final Tax 

Return, the expiration of the Website, and ultimately, the termination of Respondent’s corporate 

existence, establishes Respondent’s discontinuation of the Prior Registration in United States 

commerce with an intent not to resume such use. 

23) Accordingly, the Prior Registration has been abandoned, within the meaning of 

15 U.S.C. § 1127. 

 

For the foregoing reasons, Respondent’s Prior Registration should be cancelled under 

15 U.S.C. § 1064(3).  Petitioner reserves the right to amend this Petition to allege other claims 

in the event discovery of other information indicates amendment is appropriate. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner believes that it is being damaged, and will be damaged, by the 

Prior Registration, and respectfully requests that this Petition for Cancellation be sustained and that 

U.S. Trademark Registration No. 2,174,713 for A BETTER WORLD FUND be cancelled in its 

entirety. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BETTER WORLD COLLECTIVE, INC. 

Dated: November 6, 2024   By: /s/ Michael J. Hertz   

 

      Michael J. Hertz 

      Nicholas A. Mirra 
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      Woods Rogers Vandeventer Black PLC 

      10 South Jefferson Street 

      Suite 1800 

      Roanoke, VA  24011 

      (540) 983-7611 

       Attorneys for Petitioner, 

       BETTER WORLD COLLECTIVE, INC.
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EXHIBIT A 

CERTIFICATE OF DISSOLUTION 

 

 

[SEE ATTACHED] 
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EXHIBIT B 

FINAL TAX RETURN 

 

 

[SEE ATTACHED] 
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EXHIBIT C 

THE WEBSITE 

 

[SEE ATTACHED] 

 

 



 

 

I hereby certify that the annexed copy for THE WORLD FUND, INC., File 
Number 230904000470 has been compared with the original document in the 
custody of the Secretary of State and that the same is true copy of said original.

  STATE OF NEW YORK  

  DEPARTMENT OF STATE  

     

 

WITNESS my hand and official seal of the 
Department of State, at the City of Albany, 
on November 04, 2024.  
 

WALTER T. MOSLEY  
Secretary of State 

  
BRENDAN C. HUGHES  
Executive Deputy Secretary of State 
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Division of Corporation's Document Authentication Website at Division of Corporation's Document Authentication Website at Division of Corporation's Document Authentication Website at Division of Corporation's Document Authentication Website at http://ecorp.dos.ny.govhttp://ecorp.dos.ny.govhttp://ecorp.dos.ny.govhttp://ecorp.dos.ny.gov
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