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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In re matter of Registration No. 0,550,786 §
§

§

Top Tobacco, L.P., §
§

Petitioner §

\ § Cancellation No. 92/086,623

§

§

THE J.E. SHEPARD COMPANY, §
§

Registrant §

§

Registrant’s Answer To Petition For Cancellation

THE J.E. SHEPARD COMPANY, ("Registrant") in the above styled proceeding, acting
through its undersigned attorney, hereby submits this Answer to the Petition for Cancellation of Top
Tobacco, L.P. ("Petitioner") which was filed October 29, 2024. This Answer is timely pursuant to
37C.F.R.§2.196 and TBMP § 112 because, in the Board's October 29, 2024 Order, it set December
8, 2024 as the answer deadline.

Registrant respectfully requests that this proceeding be dismissed. As grounds for dismissal,
Registrant answers each of Petitioner's numbered paragraphs below in the order they appear in the

Petition for Cancellation:



ANSWER TO ALLEGATIONS

1. Responding to Paragraph 1, Registrant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to
form a belief about the truth of the allegations in Paragraph 1 and, therefore, denies the same.

2. In responding to Paragraph 2, Registrant admits only so much that Petitioner is listed
as the record owner of each of the expressly listed U.S. Trademark Registrations, and beyond that
Registrant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the truth of the
allegations in Paragraph 2 and, therefore, denies the same.

3. In responding to Paragraph 3, Registrant admits only so much that “The J.E. Shepard
Company (“Registrant™) is a Connecticut corporation with a place of business at 200 Sullivan
Avenue, South Windsor, Connecticut 06704, and the remainder of the allegations in this Paragraph

3 are denied.

4. Registrant admits the allegations in Paragraph 4.
5. Registrant denies the allegations in Paragraph 5.
6. Registrant denies the allegations in Paragraph 6.



WHEREFORE, Registrant respectfully requests that the Board dismiss this Petition of
Cancellation.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

December 4, 2024 /Brett A. North/

Brett A. North
Registration No. 22503
ROY, KIESEL FORD, DOODY &
NORTH, aplc
4343 Loveland Street, Suite A
Metairie, Louisiana 70003
(504) 644-2860
(225) 926-2685 fax

ATTORNEY FOR REGISTRANT



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Brett A. North, certify that on December 4, 2024, I caused a true copy of the Answer to
Petition for Cancellation be filed electronically with the U.S. Trademark Trial and Appeal Board and
to be served upon Petitioner via electronic mail addressed to Registrant’s attorneys of record as
follows:

ANTONY J. MCSHANE

NEAL, GERBER & EISENBERG LLP

2 NORTH LASALLE STREET, SUITE 1700

CHICAGQO, IL 60602

UNITED STATES

Primary email: ecfdocket@nge.com

Secondary email(s): amcshane@nge.com, afraker@nge.com,
jsherling@nge.com, temanuelson@nge.com, acrawford@nge.com,
ecfdocket@nge.com

Tel: 312-269-8000

Attorneys for Petitioner

Dated: December 4, 2024 /Brett A. North/

Brett A. North
Registration No. 22503
ROY, KIESEL, FORD, DOODY & NORTH
4343 Loveland Street, Suite A
Metairie, Louisiana 70003
Email: BAN@RoyKiesel.com
Attorney for Registrant



