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PETITIONER PHILANTHROPIST.COM, INC.’S SEVENTH NOTICE OF RELIANCE  

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 2.122 and Chapter 700 of the TBMP, Petitioner intends to rely 

on the documents, Internet materials, and printed publications submitted through these Notices 

of Reliance in support of its Petition for Cancellation.  

Exhibit 14: A true and correct copy of a printed article from the publicly circulated San Diego 

Union-Tribune. The article, written by Teri Figueroa and published on Dec. 21, 2008, is titled 

Jewish Group Sued Over Adventist Name. It is publicly available at 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-region-jewish-group-sued-over-adventist-name-

2008dec21-story.html. The article contained in Exhibit 14 is relevant to show the dangers of 

allowing Respondent to maintain a monopoly over the generic term “Adventist” for the goods 

and services challenged in the Petition for Cancellation. The article also shows that persons 

other than Respondent have legitimate need to use the generic word “Adventist.”  

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE  
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD  

 

    
 

PHILANTHROPIST.COM, INC.    
 

    

 Petitioner,     Cancellation No. 92065178 (parent) 
Cancellation No. 92065255 

 

v.          

    Mark: ADVENTIST 
 

    
GENERAL CONFERENCE CORPORATION    
OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS    
 

 Respondent.      

     
 

    

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-region-jewish-group-sued-over-adventist-name-2008dec21-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-region-jewish-group-sued-over-adventist-name-2008dec21-story.html
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Exhibit 15: A true and correct copy of a printed letter by Vance Ferrell titled “A Letter to the 

Trademark Judge.” This letter is publicly available at http://www.sdadefend.com/MINDEX-

T/Trademark-874.pdf (last visited Dec. 23, 2019). The letter contained in Exhibit 15 is relevant 

to show the dangers of allowing Respondent to maintain a monopoly over the generic term 

“Adventist” for the goods and services challenged in the Petition for Cancellation. The article 

also shows that persons other than Respondent have legitimate need to use the generic word 

“Adventist,” and that such persons are being prohibited from using the term due to 

Respondent’s trademark enforcement efforts.  

Exhibit 16: Screenshots of organizational pages from various Adventist sects, groups, and 

denominations other than Respondent. These websites show that the terms “Adventist” and 

“Advent” are generic for an entire set of religious beliefs. Specifically, Exhibit 17 contains the 

publicly accessible webpages of: 

�x The Advent Christian Church, available at: http://acgc.us/about_us/ (last visited 

Dec. 23, 2019); 

�x The Covenant Advent Church, available at: http://www.covenantadvent.org (last 

visited Dec. 23, 2019);  

�x The Free SDA Movement, available at: http://sss.freesda/org (last visited Dec. 

23, 2019);  

�x The Branch-Davidian Seventh-Day Adventists, available at: 

http://www.bdsda.com (last visited Dec. 23, 2019);  

�x The Davidian Seventh-Day Adventists Church, available at: 

http://www.gadsda.com (last visited Dec. 23, 2019);  

�x The New York United Sabbath Day Church, an independent self-supporting 

Adventist group, available at: http://nyunitedsda.org/ (last visited Dec. 23, 2019); and  

http://www.sdadefend.com/MINDEX-T/Trademark-874.pdf
http://www.sdadefend.com/MINDEX-T/Trademark-874.pdf
http://acgc.us/about_us/
http://www.covenantadvent.org/
http://sss.freesda/org
http://www.bdsda.com/
http://www.gadsda.com/
http://nyunitedsda.org/
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�x The Seventh-Day Adventist Reform Movement, available at: https://sdarm.org/ 

(last visited Dec. 23, 2019).  

Exhibit 17: A true and correct copy of the TESS record for U.S. Trademark Registration No. 

1177185 for “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST.” The record shows that Respondent when 

applying for this mark, disclaimed “Adventist,” indicating the genericness of that portion of the 

mark.  

 
 

Dated: December 23, 2019             BARTON GILMAN LLP 

         
Eve J. Brown  
One Financial Plaza, 18th Floor 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
Tel - 401.273.7171 
Fax - 401.273.2904 
ebrown@bglaw.com 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR PETITIONER 
 

https://sdarm.org/
mailto:ebrown@bglaw.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of Petitioner’s Seventh Notice of Reliance was 

served upon counsel of record pursuant to the Federal Rules of Civil  Procedure via email on 

December 23, 2019 as follows: 

Bryce J. Maynard 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC 

1737 King Street 
Suite 500 

Alexandria, VA 22314-2727 
bryce.maynard@bipc.com 

 
 
 
Dated: December 23, 2019             BARTON GILMAN LLP 

         
Eve J. Brown  
One Financial Plaza, 18th Floor 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
Tel - 401.273.7171 
Fax - 401.273.2904 
ebrown@bglaw.com 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR PETITIONER 
 

 

mailto:bryce.maynard@bipc.com
mailto:ebrown@bglaw.com
















A Letter to the Trademark Judge
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Deposition submitted to the court, on behalf
of the defendant, in the trademark lawsuit of:

General Conference Corporation of Seventh-
day Adventists v. Raphael Perez d/b/a Eternal
Gospel SDA Church, et.al.; Case No. 98-2940
CIV-KING

My Background —
As part of this deposition, my background

has been requested. It is this: I am a third-
generation Seventh-day Adventist.

In my youth, I completed a four-year course
in Theology and Biblical Languages at one of
our denominational colleges (Pacific Union
College), receiving a baccalaureate degree.

For three years, I then attended our Theo-
logical Seminary in Washington, D.C., which at
the time was literally next door to the former
site of our world headquarters. While there, I
earned a master of arts and bachelor of divinity
degree in Systematic Theology and Biblical
Languages. While there, I worked for a time in
the janitorial department of the General Confer-
ence building, and later worked as the chaplain
and Bible worker at a denominational health-
care facility, Hadley Memorial Hospital.

Upon graduation, I accepted a call to the
ministry in this denomination, and served as a
local church pastor in California. At a later
time, I labored as a denominational school-
teacher.

The above activities were all done under the
aegis of, and/or in the employment of, the
Maryland-based Seventh-day Adventist denomi-
nation.

In addition, on a non-denominationally
sponsored basis, I also spent several years
broadcasting Seventh-day Adventist teachings
over the radio and, since 1979, have dedicated
my full time to writing, printing, and distribut-
ing hundreds of publications promoting the
original, historic beliefs and standards of our
people.

A Statement Bearing on this Case —
Because of my extensive writing and publica-

tion work, I am in contact with Seventh-day

Adventists all across the nation. A couple years
ago one of my friends stopped by and said, “I
suppose you know that there are a thousand
small, independent Seventh-day Adventist
churches in America.”

That individual was an itinerant speaker and
regularly traveled from home church to home
church. After speaking at each home church, he
would be told about several more he could visit.
The list seemed endless. Each consisted of a
small group, generally with less than a hundred
members which met one or more times a week
for worship and study.

We then discussed what we both knew well.
It is extremely difficult for an average person to
identify or locate those church groups. The
reason: They keep themselves hidden lest they
be sued by the largest Adventist church (often
called the “General Conference church”). One
would think we were living in Communist
China! If any of those little churches post an
identifying sign on their door, so other
Adventists will know where they are,—the group
will rather quickly receive a letter, threatening
them with a financially bankrupting lawsuit
which will strip the members of their prop-
erty—if they dare defend their faith.

So we have one large Seventh-day Adventist
denomination in America and hundreds of under-
ground ones. This corresponds remarkably to the
official Three-Self Church in China and thousands
of underground ones who daily live in fear of be-
ing discovered.

Here in America, those Seventh-day
Adventists who are not members of the General
Conference church must furtively gather at
private homes and worship in secret. If any
notice of their meetings reaches the attention of
the local Adventist pastor, he has been in-
structed by his conference president to immedi-
ately turn them in. He is required, on pain of
dismissal, to notify the conference office which
in turns contacts the General Conference in
Maryland.

Then they have a non-Adventist attorney
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send a letter to that group, threatening them
with a crippling lawsuit if they do not stop
meeting as Seventh-day Adventist believers!

It may seem incredible, yet this is regularly
happening here in the land of religious liberty.

To better understand the background of this,
it is necessary to understand that a major
changeover has occurred in our large denomina-
tion since 1980. As it has grown in numbers, un-
fortunately, it has become more worldly. Changes
in doctrinal positions and standards have occurred
which have shocked and discouraged faithful his-
toric Seventh-day Adventists.

(By definition, a “historic Seventh-day
Adventist” is one who believes we should remain
with our earlier beliefs and standards, and a
“liberal” one considers it quite progressive to
change those positions to agree with the moder-
nity widely existing today.)

As a result, throughout the 1980s, many
faithful Seventh-day Adventists have reluctantly
chosen to separate from the church. Still others
who never planned to leave have been pushed
out by young pastors when they protested the
new-modeling of church beliefs and lowering of
standards.

By the late 1980s, this flight from the
church rolls had the unfortunate effect of leav-
ing local congregations with a still larger major-
ity of liberals. Their voting power increased.
This, in turn, only accelerated the exodus of
those who were weeping over the direction in
which the denomination was headed.

The whole thing is an ongoing tragedy, over
which many of us are sorrowing.

Instead of considering the phone calls and let-
ters of appeal, asking for a return to the stricter
standards which made us strong in earlier years,
church leaders did something which shocked
many Seventh-day Adventists, both in and out of
the large denomination.

The General Conference has decided to
attempt trademark control over the one name
which identifies the faith of these thousands of
separated historic believers in Seventh-day
Adventism!

Believers, both in and out of the denomina-
tion, cannot but be astonished.

As for separated believers, they ask what
they are to do? It is their belief that, to separate
from the name, “Seventh-day Adventist,” is to
apostatize from the faith. —And then they will

be lost!
And, both those on the big church books

and those whose names have been removed,—
inquire Why is the General Conference doing
this?

It is the conviction of many, in and out of the
denomination, that the General Conference is
threatening these lawsuits in an attempt to
crush out “competition.” Surely, there is enough
room in America for Christians to worship,
without trying to close down one another’s
churches!

Are the Methodists or Baptists trying to do
that? No. Are the Catholics or Pentecostals? No.
It is the General Conference, which, believe it or
not, has a “Religious Liberty Department” and
has, for decades, published a monthly magazine
(entitled Liberty ) on the need to maintain reli-
gious liberty for all in America.

The present writer spoke to a worker at the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Commission, who
told him that anything can be trademarked. He
said, “You can trademark your dog’s hind leg,
but the big question is whether the trademark
will stand in the courts.” He then added that he
was astounded that the Seventh-day Adventist
General Conference, on the outskirts of Wash-
ington, D.C., was doing this, since it was always
fussing in the courts about “religious liberty for
Sabbathkeepers.”

Ironically, it is the conservatives (the historic
believers) who are most concerned to retain the
name, “Seventh-day Adventist.” They are the ones
who, because of lowered standards and changed
doctrines, are leaving the denomination. While, at
the same time, the liberals remaining in it are the
ones who care far less for historic positions—and
are the most willing to drop the name! A growing
number of local congregations are changing their
church name from (for example) “Brookside Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church” to “Brookside Com-
munity Church” or something just as innocuous.
Yet they remain an accepted part of the General
Conference sisterhood of churches, receiving no
reproof for doing this.

The situation is becoming topsy-turvy. Those
believers who are not members of the General
Conference are persecuted for affirming their
faith as Seventh-day Adventists while those who
are—are permitted to abandon the name.

The entire situation would have been much
simpler if the disputed term had been a single
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word, such as “Baptist” or “Methodist.” There are
plenty of different Baptist and Methodist denomi-
nations.

However, under divine Inspiration, Seventh-
day Adventists were told that they must always
call themselves “Seventh-day Adventists.” Noth-
ing else will do; it must be that three-word
phrase. We cannot call ourselves by any other
variation of the phrase. It must be in our name,
just as it stands; just those three words, in that
order, and nothing else!

This is because Ellen G. White, the prophet
to the Seventh-day Adventist people, gave us
this requirement many decades ago. And the
reason given for this command was that this
name brings to the front (that is, to the atten-
tion of the world around us) the two special
features of our faith: our belief in the Seventh-
day Sabbath and the soon advent (second
coming) of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.

“We are Seventh-day Adventists. Are we ashamed
of our name? We answer, ‘No, no! We are not. It is
the name the Lord has given us. It points out the
truth that is to be the test of the churches.’ ”— Let-
ter 110, 1902, quoted in 2 Selected Messages, page
384.

“We are Seventh-day Adventists, and of this
name we are never to be ashamed. As a people we
must take a firm stand for truth and righteous-
ness. Thus we shall glorify God. We are to be de-
livered from dangers, not ensnared and corrupted
by them. That this may be, we must look ever to
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith.”—
Letter 106, 1903, quoted in 2 Selected Messages,
page 384.

It is of special significance that our people were
told that they must ever call themselves Seventh-
day Adventists—five years before the General Con-
ference denomination came into existence!

This clearly shows that “Seventh-day
Adventist” is, both in reality and in a legal sense,
applicable to the faith of the people and only sec-
ondarily to a denominational name. “Seventh-day
Adventist” is primarily the expression of a reli-
gious belief.

Since that is true,—then it can be used by
people in any church or denomination which holds
to those historic religious beliefs!

The command came from the God of heaven
to His people, so it takes precedence over any at-
tempt by an organization to control it for political
reasons.

Here are two statements which demonstrate

that the divinely given command was initially given
in 1858, five years before the Seventh-day
Adventist denomination was legally organized as
a church in 1863:

“No name which we can take will be appropri-
ate but that which accords with our profession
and expresses our faith and marks us a peculiar
people. The name Seventh-day Adventist is a
standing rebuke to the Protestant world.”— Testi-
monies for the Church, Vol. 1, page 223  (1858).

“The name Seventh-day Adventist carries the
true features of our faith in front, and will convict
the inquiring mind. Like an arrow from the Lord’s
quiver, it will wound the transgressors of God’s
law, and will lead to repentance toward God and
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”— Testimonies for
the Church, Vol. 1, page 224  (1858).

So while others call themselves “Baptists” or
“Methodists,” we must identify ourselves as “Sev-
enth-day Adventists.”

And notice that this command included the
need for a public declaration. We are not to hide
in a basement somewhere and, in whispered
tones, assure one another that we are Seventh-
day Adventists. We are to tell the world openly.

It is not wrong in America to openly say you
are a Christian. Why should it be wrong to
openly say you are a group of believers in the
historic faith of Seventh-day Adventists?

In America, the land of freedom, it should not
be forbidden to openly announce your faith or write
it on a board and tack it on the front of your meet-
inghouse. We should have the right to publicize,
in newspapers even, that we are “Seventh-day
Adventists.” Is not this freedom of speech?

—That is why the pilgrims came to America
in the first place! They were fleeing religious
intolerance and coming to a land where they
could practice their faith free from governmen-
tal interference.

Yet, today, our people are increasingly perse-
cuted for so doing.

Fortunately, the founding fathers of our nation
wrote this guarantee into our national charter:

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.”—
Bill of Rights, Article 1, U.S. Constitution,
1791.
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An attempt by the General Conference
church to deny those, who are dissenters to
their new-liberalism, the right to call themselves
“Seventh-day Adventist,”—if that attempt is
upheld by U.S. courts—is an infringement upon
four points in the First Amendment:

1 - The government is, in effect, imposing an
“establishment of religion” if it favors one Sev-
enth-day Adventist group over another; that is,
accepts the right of one group to exist while
denying the right of the other to exist.

2 - The government is prohibiting the free
exercise of religion if it rules that Seventh-day
Adventists who have separated from the General
Conference church no longer have the right to
freely exercise their religion which, of necessity,
must include the right to tell others that they
are Seventh-day Adventists.

3 - The government would be abridging their
freedom of speech by granting to the General
Conference church the right to harass and close
down those independent churches.

4 - The government would be abridging the
right of the people to peaceably assemble.

The history of the trademark threatenings and
litigation by the General Conference has, in the
opinion of many, been a sordid one. As they learn
more, they are becoming more and more dis-
gusted.

As an Adventist publisher, the present writer
has been in contact with many of our suffering
people. Frankly, many, many Seventh-day
Adventists, both in the General Conference
church and out of it, are fed up with these
continuing efforts to crush out dissent.

A person closely connected with our world
headquarters in Maryland phoned me in the late
1980s and told me that the joke, among the
General Conference staff, was that the General
Conference Trademark Committee (which
works with Vincent Ramik, the non-Adventist
trademark attorney who writes those threaten-
ing letters) is called the “search and destroy
committee.” That little joke is only half in
humor. They are speaking a truth. There are
many, even in Silver Spring, who deeply resent
this persecution of former brethren.

A Seventh-day Adventist mother in southern
Indiana phoned me in the 1980s, within a year

after the General Conference began the trade-
mark threats. She told how one of their attor-
neys had phoned her, informing her that their
quiet little worship group was about to be sued
by the General Conference. The woman said
that, during the phone call, she was told, “We
have closed down 35 other little groups, and
you’re next, unless you stop calling yourself
Seventh-day Adventist.”

Is this part of our American way of life? One
church closing down another, and—if court
precedents are established—using government
authorization to do it?

In all the efforts of the General Conference to
establish a clear legal court precedent for their
objective to close down separatist churches, they
have never yet achieved a clear-cut one.

In every litigation case so far, except one, the
General Conference has forced the independent
church to abandon that precious name which
expresses their religious faith—and the case has
not had a proper hearing in court.

But there has been one exception:
The one time this matter has gone into an

actual court hearing was the Los Angeles Kin-
ship case. The defendants were homosexuals
who called themselves Seventh-day Adventists.
The General Conference pushed that case
because it felt it was more likely to have the
reticent backing of the church members.

But, during the first hearing, the judge
recognized that a “freedom of speech” issue was
involved. That was the turning point in the case.
Ultimately, the judge ruled that people can call
themselves “Seventh-day Adventists”—simply
because they believe themselves to be so, re-
gardless of whether or not they are members of
any Seventh-day Adventist church anywhere.

This concludes my personal deposition, and
I submit it as a statement of my convictions and
belief. I am deeply sorrowful that the church of
my grandmother, my mother—and the one I
have given my life to—has come to this impasse.

(Signed)

Vance Ferrell
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