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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Petition for Cancellation

Notice is hereby given that the following party requests to cancel indicated registration.

Petitioner Information

Name The Peoples Club of Nigeria, USA

Entity Corporation Citizenship Texas

Address c/o Waobikeze & Associates, P.C. 6065 Hillcroft Street, Suite 202
Houston, TX 77081-1005
UNITED STATES

Attorney informa-
tion

Ike N. A. Waobikeze, Esq.
Waobikeze & Associates, P.C.
6065 Hillcroft Street Suite 202
Houston, TX 77081-1005
UNITED STATES
iwaobikeze@wapclaw.net Phone:7137711331

Registration Subject to Cancellation

Registration No 4591874 Registration date 08/26/2014

Registrant Peoples Club of Nigeria International
16 Wright St.
Edison, NJ 08820
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Subject to Cancellation

Class 041. First Use: 1994/00/00 First Use In Commerce: 1994/00/00
All goods and services in the class are cancelled, namely: Social club services, namely, arranging,
organizing, and hosting social events,get-togethers, and parties for club members

Grounds for Cancellation

Torres v. Cantine Torresella S.r.l.Fraud 808 F.2d 46, 1 USPQ2d 1483 (Fed. Cir. 1986)

The mark is deceptively misdescriptive Trademark Act section 2(e)(1)

Attachments PCNI Petition for Cancellation of Mark 9.12.2014.pdf(546695 bytes )

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by Facsimile or email (by agreement only) on this date.

Signature /Ike Waobikeze/

Name Ike N. A. Waobikeze, Esq.

http://estta.uspto.gov


Date 09/12/2014
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

 

IN THE MATTER OF TRADEMARK REGISTRATION NUMBER: 4,591,874 

FOR THE MARK OF PEOPLE’S CLUB OF NIGERIA INTERNATIONAL 

DATE REGISTERED: AUGUST 26, 2014 

 

PEOPLE’S CLUB OF NIGERIA, USA (PCNI) INTERVENERS 

VS. 

PEOPLE’S CLUB OF NIGERIA INTERNATIONAL (PCNI) 

 

PETITION TO CANCEL TRADEMARK 

 

TO THE HONORABLE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD:  

 NOW COMES NOW, Ernest Onwuharonye, Jude Akuechiama, Clement 

Ezebuike, Anthony Agu, Harold Agim, Sam Ejiofor, Christian Ashibuogwu, 

Alphonsus Okpara, John Oransanye, Nathaniel Eze, C.A.C Dike, Obinna Ujari, 

Tony Nwosah, Batram Uzowuru, Anthony Opara, Jerry Anyaehie, Kingsley 

Nwasuruba, Nwalupue Immanuel, Polycarp Obimah, Mark Dike, Chika Ihegworo, 

Cyprian Obiozor, Emmanuel Diribe, Balo Ngumezi, Daniel Osuagwu, Aloysius 

Ikwuezunma, Hyacinth Omeludike, Julius Nwadinobi, Prof. Godson Osuji, 

Hyacinth Ikegbunam, Nick Ihekoronye, Chudy Nsobundu, Hyginus Osondu, Sam 

Onwuharonye, Tina Eziefule, Anusiem Nwaneri, Jackson Iheomamere, Nick 
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Igbokwe, Ben Onunze, Okey Okpara, Peter Onyewuenyi, Innocent Ike, Everett 

Onwumere, Linus Nwanna, Jude Okafor, Festus Uzokwe, Robert Ezirike, 

Godspower Egbe, Chinwe Egbuna, Patricia Izuegbu, Nick Obih, Collins Uwakwe, 

Uchegbulem Eze, Nnamdi Oparanozie, Aloysius Agugo, Okey Okonkwo, Okey 

Okoroji, Edwin Emeakaroha, Godwin Akobundu, and Andrew Anugwom, 

Interveners of The Peoples Club Of Nigeria, USA (“PCNI-Houston”) hereinafter 

called Petitioners and as Interveners in The People’s Club of Nigeria, USA vs. Alphonso 

Okpara, Cause Number 2013-68785 in the 165th Judicial District Court of Harris 

County, Texas, seeking to  Cancel the Trade Mark of People’s Club of Nigeria 

International (“PCNI”).  

 To the best of Petitioners’ knowledge the name and address of the current 

owner of the registration is: 

  Peoples Club of Nigeria International is a corporation registered in New 

Jersey and service may be effected on Defendant by serving it with process at its 

corporate office located at 16 Wright Street Edison, New Jersey 08820 or by serving 

its registered agent at Dr. Iddi Ambrose Mgbako, at 16 Wright Street, Edison, New 

Jersey 08820. Service of said Defendant(s) can be effected by personal delivery 

and/or certified mail, return receipt requested. 
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 The above-identified Petitioners believes that PCNI-Houston and all other 

PCNI branches in the United States will be damaged by the above-identified 

registration, and hereby petition to cancel the same. 

 The ground for cancellation are: 

1. Fraud; and 

2. Misdescriptiveness and deceptiveness. 

 The allegations of Petitioners’ standing and grounds for cancellation areas 

follows: 

FACTS 

 The Peoples Club of Nigeria International (hereinafter referred to as PCNI or 

Defendants) frequently and erroneously allege that PCNI is a foreign corporation 

registered in the country of Nigeria. Petitioner/PCNI-Houston, Interveners avow 

that this cannot be further from the truth as PCNI Nigeria does not exist.  

 Petitioners contend further that PCNI is a New Jersey corporation 

incorporated under the laws of New Jersey as a nonprofit Corporation as an 

umbrella corporation for the benefit of all twenty (20) PCNI branches in the United 

States. 

 PCNI is governed by a national constitution that sets forth bylaws of the 
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organization. The national Constitution authorizes the formation of branch 

organizations in the United States and elsewhere. The Peoples Club of Nigeria, USA 

(Plaintiff/Petitioners herein and sometimes hereinafter referred to as PCNI-Houston 

– a Branch or the Club) is an authorized branch of PCNI that operates in Houston, 

Texas. The Houston Branch is the first international branch of PCNI and is 

governed by a set of Bylaws. The bylaws state in part the following: 

ARTICLE 1: NAME, REGISTRATION, OPERATION 

(a) The club shall be known and called THE PEOPLES CLUB OF NIGERIA 

(FIRST INTERNATION BRANCH HOUSTON, TEXAS, U.S.A.); 

(b) The Club shall be registered in the state of Texas as a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 

Corporation; and 

(c) The Club shall operate under the laws of the state of Texas and under the 

Constitution of Peoples Club of Nigeria International. 

ARTICLE 16: RIGHTS, PRIVILEDGES AND OBLIGATIONS 

 All rights, privileges and obligations of members shall be governed by this 

bylaw and any amendments thereto and the National constitution. 

 The Bylaws of the Houston Branch mandate that the organization operate 

under the Constitution of Peoples Club of Nigeria International. Section 11 of the 
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Constitution establishes a Central Executive Committee (CEC)/National Executive 

Counsel (NEC) that has the power to dissolve the Executive Committee of any 

branch organization for insubordination and misconduct. However the bylaws also 

provide that to make such decisions, a quorum must be present and shown to have 

been present before a binding decision can be made. 

 On August 17, 2010, the People’s Club of Nigeria International, Inc. was 

registered as a New Jersey corporation for the benefit of all twenty (20) branches in 

the United States. Naming the following four members listed hereinbelow as 

members of the Board of Trustee: 1. Eze Desmond Ogugua, 2. Ignatius Ojukwu-Ike, 

3. Uchegbulem Aloysius Eze, and 4. Prof. Innocent T. Aluka. See Exhibit “A.” 

 On July 20, 2013, the Central Executive Committee of the PCNI held a 

meeting without a properly constituted quorum in Dallas, Texas and it purported to 

dissolve the Executive Committee of PCNI-Houston for alleged insubordination and 

conducts grossly inconsistent with the aims and objective of the club. 

 Defendants without a properly constituted quorum also purported to remove 

Chief Alphonsus Okpara, a duly elected Chairman of PCNI-Houston from office 

and strip him of his power to act on behalf of the PCNI-Houston. In addition, the 

Central Executive Committee invalidly and illegally appointed a Caretaker 
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Committee to take over the affairs of PCNI-Houston. Chief Obinna Mbachu was 

purportedly but ‘invalidly’ appointed Caretaker Committee Chairman.  

 Similarly, On August 9, 2013, PCNI without legal authority purported to give 

Chief Alphonsus Okpara final notice to hand over the properties of PCNI-Houston 

to the new Caretaker Committee by August 20, 2013. Despite the illegality of their 

actions, the Defendant without a quorum purported to invalidate the convention 

held by Peoples Club of Nigeria San Antonio, Texas branch by mailing a “…cease 

and desist letter; unauthorized use of image and likeness.” See Exhibit “2.” In 

addition, the Defendant also sent cease and desist letters to Petitioners in an attempt 

to prohibit Petitioners from using the mark without justification and in violation of 

the PCNI’s Bylaws. PCNI has/had no authority to remove a duly elected chairman, 

from a committee and/or purport to act on behalf of the club, however, Defendant 

has continued to use PCNI’s trademark, Trade Mark U.S. Serial No. 86116372 on 

UPTO’s principal registers, in contravention of PCNI’s Bylaws wishes and directives. 

 A vote was held invalidating the actions of the Caretaker Committee by a 

majority of the members of PCNI-Houston, herein, the Interveners. The Caretaker 

Committee without authority filed suit in the 165th District Court of Harris County, 

Texas, styled The People’s Club of Nigeria, USA vs. Alphonso Okpara, Cause Number 
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2013-68785. Petitioners filed an intervention alleging that the Caretaker Committee 

had no authority to file the suit in an attempt to remove its duly elected Chairman. 

 Further, Defendant despite not having properly constituted a quorum and the 

caretaker committee it purportedly formed thus being illegal, continues to perform 

actions in violation of PCNI’s trademark and purporting to perform actions in the 

name of PCNI which they have no authority to. Petitioners have sent cease and 

desist letters to Defendant imploring them to desist from said unauthorized 

actions/activities, and abuse of PCNI’s trademark but these have been to no avail. 

 Petitioners avow that PCNI is suffering injury and would suffer irreparable 

harm as a result of a the continuous unauthorized use of PCNI’s trademark and the 

injuries are occurring/will occur as a direct result of Defendant’s actions which are 

proximately caused by the wanton and willful disregard of PCNI’s Bylaws and 

Constitution.  

 At all times mentioned herein, Defendant, Peoples Club of Nigeria, USA 

willfully, knowingly and voluntarily violated the trademark of PCNI. 

 WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Petitioners People’s Club of 

Nigeria, USA, Interveners, Ernest Onwuharonye, Jude Akuechiama, Clement 

Ezebuike, Anthony Agu, Harold Agim, Sam Ejiofor, Christian Ashibuogwu, 
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Alphonsus Okpara, John Oransanye, Nathaniel Eze, C.A.C Dike, Obinna Ujari, 

Tony Nwosah, Batram Uzowuru, Anthony Opara, Jerry Anyaehie, Kingsley 

Nwasuruba, Nwalupue Immanuel, Polycarp Obimah, Mark Dike, Chika Ihegworo, 

Cyprian Obiozor, Emmanuel Diribe, Balo Ngumezi, Daniel Osuagwu, Aloysius 

Ikwuezunma, Hyacinth Omeludike, Julius Nwadinobi, Prof. Godson Osuji, 

Hyacinth Ikegbunam, Nick Ihekoronye, Chudy Nsobundu, Hyginus Osondu, Sam 

Onwuharonye, Tina Eziefule, Anusiem Nwaneri, Jackson Iheomamere, Nick 

Igbokwe, Ben Onunze, Okey Okpara, Peter Onyewuenyi,, Innocent Ike, Everett 

Onwumere, Linus Nwanna, Jude Okafor, Festus Uzokwe, Robert Ezirike, 

Godspower Egbe, Chinwe Egbuna, Patricia Izuegbu, Nick Obih, Collins Uwakwe, 

Uchegbulem Eze, Nnamdi Oparanozie, Aloysius Agugo, Okey Okonkwo, Okey 

Okoroji, Edwin Emeakaroha, Godwin Akobundu, and Andrew Anugwom, 

respectfully pray that the Court order cancellation of trademark, U.S. Serial No. 

86116372. Petitioners asks for court costs, costs of suit, costs of investigation, 

witness fees, reasonable attorney’s fees, and all other relief to which Petitioners may 

be justly entitled.  

 

 



 
WAOBIKEZE & ASSOCIATES, P.C.  

Attorneys & Counselors at Law 

6065 Hillcroft Street, Suite 202 

Houston, Texas 77081-1005 

 

TEL: (713) 771-1331 

FAX: (713) 771-1471 

wapclaw@wapclaw.net 

www.wapclawyers.com 

 

PCNI-Houston - f:\...\...\13-112701\Petition for Cancellation of Mark 

 

9.7.2014 

 

Page | 9 of 10 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

WAOBIKEZE & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
6065 Hillcroft Street, Suite 202 

Houston, Texas 77081-1005 

Email: wapclaw@wapclaw.net 

TEL: (713)771-1331 

FAX: (713)771-1471 

 

 

By: ___________________________ 
         Ike N. A. Waobikeze, Esq. 

         Texas Bar No. 24004975 

iwaobikeze@wapclaw.net 

 

ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONERS 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Petition for Cancellation of 

Trademark has been forwarded by: 

         U.S. Mail, Certified, Return Receipt Requested:  
 

        U.S. Mail, First Class 
 

         Electronic Mail   
 

         Hand Delivery 
  

         Telecopy 
      

On this the 10th day of September, 2014 to: 
 

THE HENNESSY LAW FIRM 

Attn: Edward J. Hennessy 

1018 Preston, Suite 800 

Houston, Texas 77002  

Tel: (713) 224-5066  

Fax: (713) 224-5055 
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LAW OFFICE OF JIMMIE L. J. BROWN 

Attn: Jimmie L. J. Brown, Jr. 

3102 Cherry Creek Drive 

Missouri City, Texas 77459 

Tel: 713.419.1021 

Fax: 713.583.1352 

 

LAW FIRM OF JOHN ORONSAYE AND ASSOCIATES 

Attn: John E. Oronsaye 

6300 Hillcroft Street, Suite 100 

Houston, Texas 77081 

Tel: 713.334.7200l 

Fax: 713.270.2190 

 

THE AKPON FIRM, P.C. 

Attn: Okey N. C. Akpon 

600 Flag Drive, Suite 451 

Arlington, Texas 76011 

Tel: 817.460.3400 

Fax: 817.460.3401 

 

 

 
_______________________________________ 
Ike N. A. Waobikeze, Esq. 

Texas Bar No. 24004975 

iwaobikeze@wapclaw.net 

 

   ATTORNEY FOR INTERVENERS/APPLICANTS 
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