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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 
 

GAUS ANODES INTERNATIONAL LLC,  * 
a Texas limited liability company,   * 
 *  Cancellation No. 92059405 
 Petitioner,  * 
 *  Registration No. 3,710,948 
 * 
 v. * 
 * 
GALVOTEC ALLOYS, INC., a Texas  * 
corporation,  * 
 * 
 Registrant.  * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *    

ANSWER 
 

 Registrant Galvotec Alloys, Inc. (“Registrant”), through its undersigned counsel, Garvey, 

Smith, Nehrbass & North, LLC, hereby answers Petitioner Gaus Anodes International LLC’s 

(“Petitioner”) Petition to Cancel Registrant’s GA Mark, Registration No. 3,710,948 as follows: 

 1. Registrant denies that the mark is generic or descriptive of Registrant’s goods. 

  Registrant admits that the mark was registered on November 17, 2009. 

  Registrant notes that Petitioner’s Petition to Cancel includes two paragraph’s 

numbered as “1” both of which have been responded to here.  To the extent there are any further 

allegations in either of the paragraphs numbered 1, Registrant denies those allegations. 

 2. Registrant admits that the mark consists of the letters “GA” and was registered on 

the Principal Register.  However, the goods listed on the registration certificate are “sacrificial 

anodes used for the cathodic protection of on-shore and off-shore structures.” 

  To the extent there are any further allegations in paragraph 2, Registrant denies 

those allegations. 
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 3. Registrant admits that the letters “GA” may be identified as an abbreviation of 

“Galvotec Alloys” along with any other company or individual whose name results in the initials 

G and A.  However, Registrant’s full company name is “Galvotec Alloys, Inc.”   

  To the extent there are any further allegations in paragraph 3, Registrant denies 

those allegations. 

 4. To the extent there are any allegations in paragraph 4, Registrant denies those 

allegations. 

 5. Registrant admits that it did not identify its mark as having any meaning in the 

industry at the time of its application for registration.  However, Registrant denies that the mark 

has any meaning other than to identify the goods as Registrant’s goods, as “Galvotec” is a made-

up word used to name Registrant’s company.  Therefore, any abbreviation of the name 

“Galvotec” or “Galvotec Alloys” would necessarily also have no meaning other than as an 

abbreviation of a made-up word. 

  To the extent there are any further allegations in paragraph 5, Registrant denies 

those allegations. 

 6. Registrant respectfully disagrees with Petitioner’s over-simplified definition of 

“anodes.”  However, even if Petitioner’s simplistic definition were accepted, Petitioner has also 

inaccurately equated “Galvotec” to “galvanic” though the two are clearly not the same.  

“Galvanic” is an adjective used to describe a type of cell, typically used as a source of electrical 

power.  (An anode is one part of a galvanic cell.)  And, as already stated in Paragraph 5 above, 

“Galvotec” is a made-up word used to name Registrant’s company.  

  To the extent there are any further allegations in paragraph 6, Registrant denies 

those allegations. 
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 7. Registrant admits that it advertises its anodes bearing the registered mark as is 

appropriate and required for registered trademark use.  

  To the extent there are any further allegations in paragraph 7, Registrant denies 

those allegations. 

 8. Registrant admits that it does not have a registration for “Galvotec Alloys.”  

However, it does have a registration for “GALVOTEC” for anodes, registration no. 3,114,292, 

registered on July 11, 2006.   

  To the extent there are any further allegations in paragraph 8, Registrant denies 

those allegations. 

 9. Registrant admits that there is a likelihood of confusion of the registered mark 

with infringing designations used by Petitioner.  Registrant admits that the Petitioner’s current 

mark creates a likelihood of confusion with Registrant’s registered mark and that Petitioner has 

exposed itself to allegations of trademark infringement.   

  To the extent there are any further allegations in paragraph 9, Registrant denies 

those allegations. 

 10. To the extent there are any allegations in paragraph 10, Registrant denies those 

allegations. 

  

 Based on the foregoing, Registrant respectfully requests that the Board dismiss 

Petitioner’s Petition to Cancel the referenced registration. 

 

DATED this  4th   day of August, 2014.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

     /Mackenzie D. Rodriguez, #61739/                                   
     Mackenzie D. Rodriguez, Reg. No. 61,739 
      Email: MackenzieRodriguez@gsnn.us 
     Charles C. Garvey, Jr., Reg. No. 27,889 
     Gregory C. Smith, Reg. No. 29,441 
     Seth M. Nehrbass, Reg. No. 31,281  
     Brett A. North, Reg. No. 42,040 
     Vanessa M. D’Souza, Reg. No. 65,113 
     Julia M. FitzPatrick, Reg. No. 61,494 
     GARVEY, SMITH, NEHRBASS & NORTH, L.L.C. 
     PTO Customer No. 22920 

    3838 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 3290 
     Metairie, LA 70002 
     Tel.:  (504) 835-2000 

Fax:  (504) 835-2070 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF FILING 
 

I hereby certify that REGISTRANT’S ANSWER is being filed with the Trademark Trial 
and Appeal Board using the ESTTA filing system of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on 
the below date. 
 
Date:  August 4, 2014       /Mackenzie D. Rodriguez/  
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that REGISTRANT’S ANSWER is being duly served upon on 
Petitioner’s counsel by e-mailing copies thereof to the following: 
 

Matthew E. Burr, Esq. 
Intellectual Property Counsel 
MWR Legal 
620 Congress Avenue, Suite 320 
Austin, TX 78701 
mburr@mwrlegal.com, mwradministration@mwrlegal.com 

 
Date:  August 4, 2014       /Mackenzie D. Rodriguez/  


