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BSKINNER AND ASSOCIATES

212 Commercial Street

Hudson, Wisconsin 54016 USA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

Tel.: 715-386-5800 EMPLOYMENT LAW

FAX: 715-386-6177

Joel D. Skinner, Jr. *+} *WI Bar / + MN Bar / 1 Registered Patent Attorney
Carol Nolan Skinner *+ Email: cskinner@skinnerlaw.com

February 9, 2007

United States Patent and Trademark Office
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board

ATTN: PETER CATALDO

P.O. Box 1451

Alexandria, VA 22313-1451

RE: Vina San Pedro S.A. v. Barker’s Landing, Inc. # ?,5 4(_0 /555_

Cancellation No. 92043622
Registration No. 2,449,486

Dear Attorney Cataldo:

I am writing to request that the registration for SAN PEDRO CAFE be reinstated, as the
cancellation of this mark was set aside on November 7, 2006 by Lynne G. Beresford,
Commissioner of Trademarks. The deadline for the Section 8 &15 period for this trademark is
May &, 2007. My client needs the trademark reinstated so that the Section 8 & 15 may be filed.

Please note that a consent agreement disposing of the cancellation proceeding has been
signed by my client, and we are currently awaiting signature from Vina San Pedro S.A. Please

let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you very much for your prompt
attention to this matter.

Carol N. Skinner

c: Pedro Enterprises, Inc.
Attorney Cyntpia Weber

02-27-2007

U.S. Patert & TMOf/TM Mail Rept Dt #34
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The Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel
Bishop of the Madhya Kerala
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Phone: 481-2567274
csickdbishop@satyam.net.in

Vice President

Rev. M. P. Philip
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Secretary
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3 Second Ave.
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Treasurer
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To:

United States Patent and Trademark Office
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board

P. O. Box 1451

Alexandria, VA 22313-1451

Re:  USPTO Opposition No. 91171614 <4~ 28 3o FFID

USPTO Cancellation No. 92045804
Dear Cindy B. Green Baum:

This is in response to your letter dated February 8, 2007 and we would like to

inform you that currently we are working towards reconciliation between the
council and the CSINA and settle the case amicably. Based on the recent
communication from the Church of South India Synod office, Most Rev. Dr. B. P.
Suganthar and the Bishop of the Madhya Kerala diocese Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel
will be arriving to initiate the peace talk between Council (Applicant) and the
CSINA (defendant). CSINA has already replied to the Moderator’s letter
favorably, copy of the reply attached.

We would like to bring your attention that CSINA in the past years have brought
the Council to the table many times for reconciliation. Unfortunately we couldn’t
attain permanent peace. We would like to furnish the following documents as
proofs of the meetings and copies of the letters of invitations for settle the
differences. It is our hope that this time our efforts will succeed, therefore we
request your esteemed office to grant us an extension of time for three months
enabling us to give peace another chance. It is our understanding that both the
parties will be able to come to a peaceful solution for all the disputes prevailing
now considering the circumstances that the CSI hierarchy and the Bishops are
willing for a permanent peace to the CSI in North America.

We hope you will consider the situation favorably.
Sincerely

Shibu Kurian
CSINA Public Relation’s Officer
February 22, 2007

02-26-2007
U.S. Patert & TMOf/TM Mail Ropt Dt #34

P. O. Box 40278, Glen Oaks, New York 11004-0278




To,

The Presbyters & Members of the C. S. I Congregations
In the US & Canada and the Middle East.

Dear brothers & sisters in Christ,
Greetings to you from the Bishops and the Officers of the CSI Synod.

Itis really disheartening to note in the last few years the witness of the CSI Congregations in the
US and Canada has hampered to a great extent. It is sad that the congregations have suffered
serious setbacks due to various reasons. The divisions, the litigations on the logo and the word
mark and the forming of parallel activities have contributed to the apathy of many members
towards the life and witness of the Church and its activities as a whole. We are also concerned that
due to these and other problems in the Church many ‘members are drawn towards other
denominations and the younger generation are totally disillusioned with our Church.

The CSI Synod and the Bishops in particular are concerned about the present state of affairs. The
Deputy Moderator Bishop Vasanthkumar on his return from the council meeting at Dallas and
Bishop Thomas Samuel after his last visit in the US have briefed us on the crisis you are going
through. After long deliberations we have decided to write a joint letter to the members of all the
CSI Congregations in North America. We want this letter to be published in the Church and
widely communicated to the members.

Wrong Propaganda;
We are told that there are a lot of miscommunication going around about the Madhya Kerala
Diocese and its relationship with the CSI Synod. Madhya Kerala Diocese is very much part of the

Synod and they participate fully and function completely under the structure of the CSI constitution
and ethos. '

Appointment of Preshyters:

One of the concerns was the appointment of Presbyters to CSI Congregations outside the
jurisdiction of concerned dioceses. This include, appointment of Presbyters outside a particular
diocese but within the jurisdiction of another diocese in the CSI, appointment of a Presbyter
outside the jurisdiction of CSI but within the country, appointment of Presbyters to CSI

Congregations of Indidn Citizens in the gulf region and appointment of Presbyters to CSI
Congregations of Indian and Amnerican/Canadian citizens'in NA.

.The CSI Synod had already taken a decision that, which ever region they come from or what ever
the language they speak, the appointment of all CSI Presbyters to gulf region and North America
inchxdingCanadashouldbeditectedthmughtheSynod. ‘Even though the decision was in existence
for a long time it had never been straightly implemented. Now the Bishops’ Council and the
Executive has decided that a clear policy of appointing Presbyters under 65 years to these
congregations have to be evolved. As a first step this year the appointment of three Presbyters
recommended by Bishop Thomas Samuel for appointment in three congregations in the US has

been approved by the Moderator and the approval letters have been sent to the concerned Churches
and the Congregations. '



= Council of CSI Co: ti i ica:

Another area of concern was the role and function of the Council of CSI Congregations in a
North Amenca. It was the unanimous decision of the Congregations in North America and your
constant plea to the Synod to recognize the Council as the umbrella organization of all the language
CSI Congregations in North Amerca. Even though there were serious theological and other
objections raised against such an organized form from different quarters, the Synod has accepted
the Council as organized form CSI congregations to function from within the CSI structure. Even
the CSI Synod constitution was amended to accommodate your requests within the CSI structure.
The revised constuton of the CSI approved in 2002 (pages 30-31) makes it clear that the CSI
Constitution and the Constitution of the Council are the guiding principle for all the Congregations

inNorth America. Now, it is very unfortunate to hear that there are disagreements among yourselves

on some petiy issues. Therefore, we want to make it clear that all the CSI congregations are
cequested to function within the constitutional parameters of the CSI and Council constitutions. It
is found necessary that the Constitution of the CSI Council of North America framed in 1994,
and now in use, needs to be amended to suit to the presentsituation. I 'he Synod Working Committee
will be taking steps for the same soon.

Episcopal Oversight

According to the CSI constitution (Chapter TV, Section 1 (b) the Moderator or a Bishop appointed
by hum will give Episcopal oversight to CSI congregations in North America and hence the
Modcrator will continuc to be the Bishop in Charge. The Moderator and the Bishop of Madhya
Kerala will soon be visiting US at a convenient time to listen to vour grievances, if any, and amicably
settle the issues.  All congregations who seek Pastoral care from various Dioceses in the Church of
South India must be under the CSI Council.

Family & Youth Conference:

We in the Synod always looked with great joy in your passion for coming together for the Family
and Youth Conference. We also gather that because of the present discomfort the atiendance has
dropped heavilr and the passion is not seen any more. We are hopeful that there will only be one
conference in 2007 before which all the differences must be ironed out so that all can come together.
We hope several of the Bishops will also be present at the next conferences.

Logo and the Word Mark:

It is very unforrunate that the logo of CSI which is the symbol of unity was made the focus of
divigion. We urge all the concerned people to hand over all the documents to the Synod that is the
actual custodian of che Symbol and settle all the pending cases amicably.

Appeak:

CSlis a unique Ecumenical Church whose vision is to include others. Our hope is that as you
witness to Christ to your context you will keep the vision of CSI shining.

With Prayer & Best Wishes,

Yours sincerely,

)
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Most Key Dr. B. P. Sugandhar -

Moderatae; CSIL
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board

P.O. Box 1451

Alexandria, VA 22313-1451

jh/CBG Mailed: February 8, 2007

Opposition No. 91171614
Cancellation No. 92045804

The Council Of The Church Of
South India Congregation In
North America

v.

Church of South India of
North America

Cindy B. Greenbaum, Attorney:

The Board, on January 24, 2007, issued an order allowing
applicant’s counsel time in which to submit a motion to
withdrawal as counsel which complies with Trademark Rule
2.19(b) and Patent and Trademark Rule 10.40.

Applicant’s attorneys filed, on January 26, 2007, their
second request to withdraw as applicant's counsel of record in
this case.! The request to withdraw as counsel is in
compliance and is accordingly granted. The law firm of Charles
Lee Mudd, Jr. no longer represents applicant in this

proceeding.

1 A copy of said request has been placed in both the opposition
file and the application file.




-

In view of the withdrawal of applicant's counsel, and in
accordance with standard Board practice, proceedings herein are
suspended, and applicant is allowed until thirty days from the
mailing date of this order to appoint new counsel, or to file a
paper stating that applicant chooses to represent itself. If
applicant files no response, the Board may issue an order to
show cause why default judgment should not be entered against
applicant based on applicant's apparent loss of interest in the
case.

The parties will be notified by the Board when
proceedings are resumed, and dates will be rescheduled at the
appropriate time.

A copy of this order has been sent to all persons listed

below.

ccC:

Charles Lee Mudd, Jr.
Law Offices of

Charles Lee Mudd, Jr.
3344 North Albany Avenue
Chicago, IL 60618

JoAnne Denison

Denison & Associates

212 W. Washington # 2004
Chicago, IL 60606

CSINA

c/o Shibu Kurian

3233 Drew Street
Downers Grove, IL 60515
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To
Committee Members of the CSI Council in North America
Executive Committee Members of the UCMC
Board of Trustees, CSI Congregation of Dallas
Vicar and Executive Members of the Hudson Valley
February 20. 2004

Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings to you all in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is with
great appreciation that the UCMC read the letters dated January 30™ and
February 1% 2004, sent to us by Mr. John Eapen of the CSI Hudson Valley
Congregation and carefully noted the contents. We fully agree with your
views expressed in those letters and are in favor of appropriate arrangements
that help to ease the situation and go forward in co-existence. UCMC has
expressed itself on many occasions and the latest suggestions sent to the
Moderator, the Deputy Moderator and all the Bishops, to redefine the CSI
Council in North America is an excellent example of its kind.

With that aim in mind, we have informed Mr. Eapen our willingness
to co-operate with the suggestions put forward by the members of the Hudson
Valley Congregation for a peaceful solution. We would like to re-confirm our
verbal statements to Mr. Eapen as follows.

1. UCMC announces its willingness to discuss the differences in re-defining

the CSI North American Council to a new level to meet the present day

challenges.

2. A Conference call will be set up for the first meeting between the

executives of the UCMC and the Council which will only include the Vice-

President, the Secretary, the Joint Secretary and the Treasurer.

3. Rev. P.U.Paulose of the CSI Congregation of Hudson Valley will moderate

the conference call with the help of Mr. John Eapen.

4. This conference call meeting is to decide the place and time for the next

meeting and the points that will be discussed in the forthcoming meetings.
Let this be a start and may the Lord answer our prayers and bring us all

together as that they all may be one.

Sincerely

Sd/-

John Zachariah

Secretary

Union of CSI Malayalam Congregations in North America.

Cc: Most Rev. Dr. B.P.Sugandar, Moderator of Church of South India
Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel, Bishop of the CSI Madhya Kerala Diocese.
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The Secretary
The North American CSI Council

Chicago
August 15, 2004

Dear Mr. Kurian T. Oommen,

Attached are correspondences and e-mails that will explain where we were
last year as far as our reconciliation efforts are concerned and | am pretty sure you
were following the events of last year in regards to UCMC and Council executive
committee’s activities. | also understand that you were trying to contact the UCMC
officials for a reconciliation talk to start as soon as possible and | appreciate the fact
that you contacted me also in that regard. UCMC wants to have the issues settied on
a proper and constructive way and we are working towards that goal.

Even though we understood the genuine intention behind Mr. Cherian
Abraham’s e-mail of June 18™ 2004 inviting Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel Bishop and the
UCMC officials to come to New Jersey on June 30, 2004, we regret that we could not
comply with the request. Mr. John Zachariah had replied to Mr. Cherian Abraham to
that effect and also informed that a convenient date will be informed later. Now it is
our turn to start and pick up from where our previous administrations had left off.

A Meeting of the current UCMC executive committee meeting held on August
9™ Monday 2004 also expressed their desire to settle the disputes amicably. As we
have mentioned previously it is important that we discuss matters of concerns, at the
beginning, to set things straight in order to have a successful and peaceful outcome.
It will include identifying the members of both the team; decide who will be an
impartial moderator, who will make sure to implement things that are discussed and
agreed up on by changing the Council’'s Constitution, what are the items on the
agenda from both sides for the meeting, only jointly agreed media announcements
etc. In order to sort out “matters of concerns” we should have preliminary meetings
set up some where in the New York region with the existing UCMC officials from our
region 1. If itis convenient to the council executives we should be able to meet by the
end of August/beginning of September 2004 at a place to our convenience. Letus
discuss the day and place when | call you.

| am attaching the annual report of the UCMC for the year 2003 for your
information. Our main agendas for discussions are the proposal and the 12 points to
redefine the CSI North American Council, mentioned on page numbers 14 and 19.
Let us hope and pray that the discussions be spiritually motivated, begins with mutual
respect by recognizing each other, for a peaceful outcome that is essential for our
existence as Church of South India of North America for our younger generation in
this hemisphere.
Thanking you
Sincerely

Sd/-

Shibu A Kurian

General Secretary

Union of CSl Malayalam Congregations in North America

Cc: The Most Rev. Dr. B. P. Sugandhar- Modertor of the Church of South India.
The Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel-Bishop of the Madhya Kerala Diocese
Rev. Cherian Thomas-Vice President of the UCMC
Rev. Jacob David-Vice President of the Council



The Very Rev. Dr. T. M. John
MKD Bishop’s Commissary

Rev. Cherian Thomas
Vice President, UCMC

Rev. Dr. Jacob David
Vice President, Council

Rev. K. Zachariah Eipe
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Rev. George Cherian
Jubilee, New York

Rev. Dr. Ninan Varughese
Dallas, Texas

Mr. Shibu Kurian
Secretary, UCMC

Bobby G. Tharian
Joint Secretary, UCMC

Kurien T. Oommen
Secretary, Council

Mr. Jacob Korah
Treasurer, UCMC

Mr. Mathew Joshua
Treasurer, Council

Mr. Koshy M. Kunjummen
Seaford, New York

Mr. Major Daniel K. David
Park Ridge, New Jersey

Mr. Dennis P. George
Houston, Texas

Mr. Mathew Karottu
Chicago, Illinois

Mr. John Eapen
Hudson Valley, New York

Mr. John Mathew
Palatine, Illinois

Mr. Cherian Abraham
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Mr. John Zachariah
Jubilee, New York

Do cnmenk
Panel of Reconciliation

CSI Congregations in North America

October 20, 2004

To
The Vicars, Office Bearers and the members of all CSI Congregations in
North America

Ref: Reconciliation efforts.

Dear Beloved in Christ,
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It is with great joy, we report to you that measures are taken to resolve the present
crisis existing in our CSI Church in North America.

A meeting was held on October 6, 2004 at the Parsonage of the CSI Malayalam
Congregation of Greater New York. The Rev. Dr. T. M. John, Bishop’s Commissary
of the Bishop, Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel moderated the meeting. There were
eleven members from both sides attended the meeting. It was decided to form a
panel comprising 8 members each from UCMC and the Council to meet regularly
to resolve issues that divides the Church. It was also decided to settle the issues
before the next CSI Family and Youth conference, which will be held at New York.
At this juncture, we humbly request you to pray for the reconciliation process and
those who are involved in this effort. Also, please discourage those who make
unnecessary negative comments that will hinder the peace process.

Once again, we seek your wholehearted support and prayers.

Yours in Christ's Service

Sd/- Sd/-
Rev. Cherian Thomas Rev. Dr. Jacob T. David
Vice President, UCMC Vice President, Council
Sd/- Sd/-
Mr. Shibu A Kurian Mr. Kurien T. Oommen
Secretary, UCMC Secretary, Council

cc: The Most Rev. Dr. B. P. Sugandhar, CSI Moderator
The Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel, Bishop of Madhya Kerala Diocese
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Minutes of the Preliminary Joint meeting between the Union of
the CSI Malayalam Congregations in North America (UCMC)

& the North American CSI Council.
Held on October 6™ 2004 at the Parsonage of CSI Malayalam
Congregation of Greater New York

The meeting started at 5.45 PM with prayer by Very Rev. Dr. T. M. John who presided
the meeting as the Bishop’s commissary. Rev. .Cherian Thomas, Vice President of the
UCMC, welcomed the participants and offered his support for the reconciliation efforts.
Recording Secretaries

The Panel selected Mr. John Zachariah and Mr. Kurian T Oommen as the recording
secretaries.

The following representatives attended the meeting.

From the Council: Rev. Jacob David, Rev. Ninan Varghese, Mr. Kurian T Oommen,
Mr. Mathew Joshua, Major Daniel K.David, Mr. Dennis P George and Mr. John Eapen
(Special Invitee).

From the UCMC: Rev. Cherian Thomas, Rev. George Cherian, Mr. John Zachariah, and
Mr. Koshy M Kunjummen —
Opening Remarks:

It is important that a ground work needs to be made and rules are to be
established before a reconciliation talk is taking place. There are differences existing
between the North American CSI Council and the Union of Malayalam Congregations in
North America (UCMC) is fact that cannot be ignored. An agreement of a date for the
meeting between the two sides is wonderful.

In his presidential address, Rev. T. M. John emphasized the need for
unity among the CSI Malayalam Christians and the importance of keeping the identity
while living in a pluralistic society like America. He encouraged everyone to take a good
look at the present scenario and start afresh to bring all the CSI people in North America
under one umbrella.

Matters of Concerns:
Mr. John Zachariah, the UCMC representative, presented the following matters of
concern to the meeting. Important points are:-
1. Duration of the panel from the Council and the UCMC.

The duration of the panel expires only after all the matters regarding the reconciliation
are resolved completely
2. Have we decided who will moderate the meetings?

The Panel unanimously agreed that The Very Rev. Dr. T. M. John to moderate the
reconciliation meetings between the UCMC and the North American CSI Council until
his departure to India.




2.

Rev. Cherian Thomas, Vice President of the UCMC and Rev. Dr. Jacob David, Vice
President of the North American Council will act as moderators soon after Rev. T. M.
John Achen’s departure to India. .

3. How the minutes will be written?
After discussing each point the panel will dictate the decisions to the recording
secretaries.
4. Have we come up with an agenda?
The 12 points and the UCMC proposal are the basis of reconciliation and any other items
can be incorporated later on, if there is any.
5. How to implement the decisions taken in the reconciliation meetings?

Implementing the decisions is based on Article 8 amendments as written in the
Council Constitution. Rev. Jacob David stressed the importance of the Panel working
together in its effort.

6. Synods involvement in reconciliation process by prior approval?

The proposal and suggested amendments should be forwarded to the Synod Working
committee for prior approval. Also the points for discussions and proposal for
reconstituting the council will be forwarded to the CSI Moderator and to the Bishop of
the Madhya Kerala Diocese. Rev. Jacob David confirmed that he spoke to the Moderator
on the evening of 5™ October 2004 and got the permission for the reconciliation
meetings.

7. Recognition of the Council?
The Council is approved by the Synod Working Committee.
8. Recognition of the UCMC?
UCMC is approved by the Madhya Kerala Diocese.
9. All the North American CSI Congregations and Vicars should be intimated and all the
Council and UCMC representatives in those congregations should be well aware of what
is going on so that when a decision is agreed it will be binding to all the Congregations?
The Vice Presidents and the Secretaries of the Council and UCMC have been
entrusted in writing a joint letter to all the congregations informing them in details as
soon as possible.

10. The position of the Bishop-in-Charge of the Council needs ratification from the
Synod Executive committee?

The Panel is in agreement and will write to the Synod working committee for
ratification once the decision is made.

11. Media advertisement and communications to the congregations should not be made
with out prior approval from the UCMC and Council Executives?
The Panel agreed that the Family & Youth Conference advertisement is the

responsibility of the hosting Congregation this year and the CSI Malayalam
Congregation of Greater New York is the only congregation allowed to publish the
conference advertisement.

Only the Secretaries of both organizations have the authority to make any other media
announcements regarding the reconciliation process and its progress.
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12. Who should keep the minutes?
The UCMC & Council Vice Presidents and Secretaries will be the custodians of the

minutes and the related records.
Other decisions taken during the meeting as under:
(a.) The Panel agreed for a next meeting on October 19" 2004 at the Seaford Parsonage.
(b) The Panel also agreed to study and discuss the points in the next meeting.
(c) All the members of the Panel are expected to propagate and abide by the discussed
matters in order to facilitate the reconciliation.
(d) The Panel will consist of 8 members from each side and the new list will be
forwarded as soon as possible.
(e) The Panel is of general agreement that an emergency meeting of the Council could be
convened, if possible, to facilitate constitutional change.
(f) The Panel is of general agreement that the whole process should be completed before
the 2005 Annual Family & Youth Conference.

The meeting ended with prayer by Rev. Ninan Varghese and benediction by
Rev. T. M. John.

Recording Secretaries

Sd/- Sd/-
Mr. John Zachariah Mr. Kurien T. Oommen
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Minutes of the Second Joint meeting between the Union of the CSI Malayalam
Congregations in North America (UCMC) & the North American CSI Council.
Held on October 19" 2004 at the Parsonage of CSI Malayalam Congregation of
Greater New York.

Opening Prayer
The meeting started with prayer by Rev. K Zachariah Eipe at 6.00 PM

Welcome and introductory speech:

The Very Rev. Dr. T. M. John in his welcome and introductory speech said the last
meeting was fruitful and also said there are lot of things to discuss and he expected
full cooperation from all who present.

The following members were present:

Rev. Dr. T. M. John
Rev. Dr. Jacob David
Rev. Dr. Ninan Varghese
Rev. K. Zachariah Eipe
Mr. Dennis George

Mr. John Eapen

Major Daniel K David
Mr. Koshy M Kunjummen
. Mr. Kurien T Oommen
10. Mr. Jacob Korah.

11. Mr. Mathew Joshua

12. Mr. John Zachariah

13. Rev. George Cherian

14. Rev. Cherian Thomas.

N AR o o e

Recording Secretaries:

1. Mr. John Zachariah
2. Mr. Kurien T Oommen

Confirmation of the previous minutes:

The minutes of the First reconciliation meeting held on October 6™ 2004 was read
and confirmed: Proposed by Major Daniel K David and seconded by Mr. Koshy M
Kunjummen.

Matters arising from the previous minutes:

(a). Page 1. Rev. Dr. T. M. John who presided the meeting as the Bishop’s
commissary has been corrected to read as Madhya Kerala Diocesan Bishop Rt. Rev.
Thomas Samuels’s commissary.




(b). Page 2 item 5. Implementing the decisions is based on article 8 amendments,
has been changed to read as, Implementing the proposed amendments to the
constitution is based on Article 8.

(c). Page 2 item 9 letter to all the CSI Congregations: The Reconciliation Panel
instructed that a letter head is to be printed in the name of “ Panel of Reconciliation
for the CSI Congregations in North America” and also the names of all the Panel
members are to be included on it.

(d). Page 3 item (e) an emergency Council meeting is agreed to be held on April 16™
2004. The amendments and proposals are to be sent to all the CSI Congregations for
discussions, study and approval. The time limit is set for feed back from the
congregations by March 15 2004 enabling to give a one month notice before the

council meeting.

(e). Page 3 Panel members:

UCMC and the Council:

Very Rev. Dr. T. M. John Moderator)

Rev. Cherian Thomas
Vice President, Council

Rev. K. Zachariah Ipe
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Rev. George Cherian

Jubilee, New York

Mr. Ship Kurian
Secretary, UCMC

Bobby G.Tharian
Joint Secretary, UCMC

Mr. Jacob Korah
Treasurer, UCMC

Mr. Koshy M. Kunjummen
Seaford, New York

The following are the official Panel members for

Rev. Dr. Jacob David
Vice President, UCMC

Rev. Dr. NinanVarughese
Dallas, Texas

Kurien T.Oommen
Secretary, Council

Mr. Mathew Joshua
Treasurer, Council

Mr. Major Daniel K. David
Park Ridge, New Jersey

Mr. Dennis P.George
Houston, Texas

Mr. John Eapen
Hudson Valley, New York



Mr. John Mathew Mr. Mathew Karottu

Palatine, Illinois Chicago, Illinois
Mr. John Zachariah Mr. Cherian Abraham
Jubilee, New York Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

(Eight members each side and one surplus to replace if needed)

The following are decisions taken during the meeting.

1. The UCMC’s proposal for a new structure for the Church of South India in
North America has been approved. The Council and the four linguistic groups
working together as defined in the UCMC proposal attached. The approval
proposed by Major Daniel K David and seconded by Mr. Jacob Korah.

2. In order to form a new CSI Church there should be at least 25 communicant and
subscribing members who should be above 18 years of age. Voters list approved by
the Vicar, Secretary and the Treasurer must be submitted which shall be verified by
a team of Council officers.

3. Representation to the council is based on the number of communicant and
subscribing members as defined in the constitution. Congregation that have 15-25
members can send one representative and the Vicar. Additional one for every other
25 members to a maximum of 6 from one congregation.

4. Proxy Votes discontinued. Voting is limited to only those who are present
personally.

S. The family and Youth Conference is the responsibility of the individual
congregations which shall be decided at the council meeting and subsequently
ratified during the business meeting of the conference.

6. The Bishop-in-Charge for the North American CSI Council should be the
Bishop of the Madhya Kerala Diocese. Also it should be added in to the constitution
to reflect that change. Proposed by Major Daniel K David and seconded by Mr.
Koshy M Kunjummen.

7. Only Vicars on active CSI service are eligible as office bearers of the Council.

8. Council members elected for two terms consecutively should not be elected for
another term without a gap of two years.



The meeting ended with prayer by Rev. Jacob David and benediction by Very Rev.
Dr. T. M. John by 11.30 PM.

Recording Secretaries

Sd/- Sd/-

Mr. John Zachariah Mr. Kurien T Oommen
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Minutes of the Third Joint meeting between the Union of CSI
Malayalam Congregations in North America (UCMC) & the
North American CSI Council.

Held on November 28th 2004 at the CSI Jubilee Memorial Church,
147 Campbell Ave, Williston Park, New York

Opening Prayer and welcome speech.
The meeting started with prayer by 6.30 PM and Very Rev. Dr. T. M.

John welcomed all the participants.

The following members were present:

Rev. Dr. T. M. John
Rev. K. Zachariah Eipe
Rev. Cherian Thomas
Rev. George Cherian
Mr. Koshy M. Kunjummen
Major Daniel K David
Mr. Jacob Korah

Mr. John Zachariah

. Mr. Mathew Karottu
10. Mr. Dennis George

11. Mr. Kurian T Oommen
12. Mr. Mathew Joshua

R R NN

Recording Secretaries:

1. Mr. John Zachariah
2. Mr. Kurien T Oommen

Confirmation of the previous minutes:

The minutes of the Second reconciliation meeting held on October 19"
2004 was read and confirmed: Proposed by Mr. Jacob Korah and
seconded by Major Daniel K David.
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Matters arising from the previous minutes:

(a). Page 2 item d. The date of the emergency council meeting is agreed
to be held on April 2004 is changed to read as April 2005 and the time
limit to get response from congregations by March 2004 to read as
March 2005.

(b). Page 3. The designation of Mr. Dennis P George to be corrected to
read as the Council Executive Representative.

(c). Page 3. Item # 1 corrected to read as follows: The UCMC’s proposal
for a new structure, the Synod, Council and the four linguistic groups
working together, has been approved and the minutes has been
approved with the above corrections.

(d). Page 4. Item # 2. The following correction is made to read
as.........In order to form a new CSI Church “ where there are no CSI
Churches of the same linguistic fellowships exist” there should be at
least 25 subscribing communicant members who should be above 18
years of age.

The following Agenda for this meeting has been distributed
to all the panel members as under.

Third Reconciliation Meeting.
At the Jubilee CSI Memorial Church, Williston Park, New York

Important points for discussion on 11/28/2004

1. Responsibilities of the Couneil

1. The Council is the Supreme body of the CSI in North America.

2. The Council will consist all the linguistic groups representing CSI
i.e. Malayalam, Kannada, Tamil, Telegu etc.

3. Moderator is the presiding officer of the Council and all the

matters relating to CSI Synod will be conveyed to the Council.
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Council acts as a link between the Synod and the Linguistic
fellowships.
4. The four linguistic groups who have churches under their

respective Bishops will be in communion and fellowship with the

Council.

5. The Council will act as in similar capacity as the Synod. The
Council will hold National Level Conferences, Camps, fellowship
meetings, Pastoral level retreat of the linguistic fellowships and the
respective linguistic fellowships will participate in the above
national level activities.

6. The Synod will only deal with the Council as far as matters
relating to Administration of the Council. The Synod will not
directly involve in the internal administration of the individual
linguistic fellowships.

7. All elected representatives of the linguistic fellowships shall be
members of the Council as well.

8. The Vice-President, Secretary and the Treasurer of the
Council are also the Executive committee members of the

Linguistic Fellowship groups.
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2. What are the responsibilities of the

Linguistic Fellowships?

1. There are four Linguistic fellowship groups under the CSI
council of North America. They are, Union of CSI Malayalam
congregations in North America, Tamil Fellowship, Telegu
Fellowship and the Kannada Fellowship

2. Linguistic fellowship groups are formed to provide a common
forum and fellowship between all the Church of South India
Congregations in North America.

3. To encourage spiritual growth of its members through all the
regional activities such as conferences, seminars, various auxiliary
fellowships and other programs in all Linguistic Fellowship
groups in North America.

4. To develop better relations and nurturing the needs among
member congregations.

5. To promote cordial relationship with other linguistic
fellowships within the CSI council in North America and

participate in all the activities the Council coordinates.
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3. Election of the UCMC and Council Administration.

Representatives are elected for Linguistic fellowships as specified
in the Constitution during the Annual Legislative meeting of the
Congregations. The same representatives shall be the members of
the Council as well.

Note - when all four linguistic groups are formed, a certain

number of representatives from Linguistic fellowships shall be

elected and subsequently send to the council.

Elections shall be held for both UCMC and the Council at their

annual general meetings and separate administrations shall be set

up to run the UCMC and the Council.

4. Affiliations of the Congregations.
All the Linguistic Fellowship congregations will have the

freedom to affiliate with a Diocese from South India but not

directly to the Synod of the Moderator. In the case of the

Malayalam congregations under UCMC, shall have to choose a

Diocese from Kerala but shall not directly affiliate to the Synod or

the Moderator.

5. A Sub-Committee to prepare the whole report: |
When the meetings are concluded satisfactorily, a sub |

committee from the reconciliation panel shall be elected to prepare

a revised council constitution on the basis of the panel’s

recommendations and decisions. The reports and

recommendations including the revised council constitution, with

the approval of the reconciliation panel, will be forwarded to all

the Malayalam Congregations in North America for ratification

within a specified period of time. After getting the approval from
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at least two third majority of the Congregations, a special Council
session shall be convened for constitutional change.

6. When the Synod should be informed?

After the constitutional change is approved from the special
session in the council meeting, the report will be sent to the
Moderator copy to Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel, Bishop of the
Madhya Kerala Diocese, for final approval.

7. Invite the Moderator for the special session of the Council in
Feb./April 2005.

It is very important that the discussions and decisions should have
the blessings of the Synod and the Moderator and it is essential that
we invite the Moderator to chair the special session of the Council
meeting that is to take place in Feb/April 2005. The Moderator will
have a chance to witness and understand things in its own
perceptive and will get a chance to hear both sides.

8. Presbyter in Charge
Each Linguistic fellowship shall have the freedom to choose the

presbyter in charge from the diocese of their linguistic background
they are affiliated with.

9.. Links between the CSI Council and the Linguistic Fellowships.
The Vice-President of the Council, Secretary and the Treasurer
shall be the Executive Committee members of all the Linguistic
Fellowship Groups.

10.. Review the constitutional amendments for Sub-Committee.

The panel is to review the Council constitution in its entirety and
instruct the sub-committee to re-write the constitution based on the
decisions from the reconciliation meetings.

11. Election of the Council & UCMC Representatives shall be extended
until the constitutional change comes in to effect.

12. Houston Youth Retreat

13. Hudson valley Christmas carol service.
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The following corrections were made on the first item on the agenda.
Responsibilities of the Council.

On item #2. The Council will consist all the linguistic groups
representing CSI ie. Malayalam, Kannada, Tamil and Telegu etc.
has been corrected to read as “The Council will consist of all
linguistic fellowships representing CSI ie. Malayalam, Kannada,
Tamil, Telegu.....

On item #S. The Council will act as in similar capacity as the Synod.
The Council will hold National level conferences, camps, fellowship
meetings, Pastoral Level Retreat of the linguistic fellowships to be
corrected to read as “for the linguistic fellowships”....... and the
linguistic fellowships will participate in the above national level
activities.

On item # 6.
The members of the Panel unanimously decided to delete the item
from the agenda.

Note: It became evident that considering the importance of the items
discussed and since the agenda could not distribute earlier enough,

and specially the absence of the key personals among the members
from the Council Panel and especially the presence of a new

member who was not involved in the previous two meetings, the
panel could not complete the discussion as expected. It is our
request that all the panel members study the agenda mentioned

above, and come prepared for the next meeting.

Special Note:

The Panel entrusted the Council Secretary Mr. Kurian T Oommen to
request the Synod in writing to appoint Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel as

the Bishop-in-Charge for the CSI Council in North America before

January 30" 2005. The duration of the appointment is until the new

reconstituted council decides otherwise.
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Vice President, UCMC In his closing remarks The Very Rev. Dr. T. M. John thanked all the

Rev. Dr. Jacob David Panel members for taking this bold step in uniting and bringing
Vice President, Council together all the CSI congregations and its members under one
umbrella and said that the next meeting will continue where we
dropped off now from this agenda. The meeting ended at 11.45 PM
with prayer and benediction by Very Rev. Dr. T. M. John.
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The Secretary
The North American CSI Council

Dear Mr. Kurien T Oommen,

Greetings to you from CSINA and all the members of the CSI
Malayalam Congregations in North America. I want to bring your attention
back to the many number of years where the state of relationship were
virtually none between many of the Malayalam Congregations in North
America and the CSI Council I am pretty sure that the Executive
Committee members of the Council and specially those who still control
them from outside realize the importance of a structure for CSI in North
America and the need to bring all of us under some kind of a discipline. Last
two years of hard work of the UCMC is about to pay off and a reconciliation
is in the works between UCMC and the Council. Important ground works
have been laid and a detailed agenda have been set and three meetings have
already been successfully conducted. A detailed report on the outcome of
those meetings have been published on the CSINA and all the CSI members
in North America are happy finally that a peaceful and lasting peace and
structure is in place. Still we have more works to be done in an orderly
fashion. It is very important that the reconciliation should continue. We
cannot fight for silly things but should attain vital goal by uniting all the CSI
Congregations under a structure. Therefore a meeting of the UCMC
Executive Committee and the Board of Director Members held on December
7™ 2004 have instructed me to inform the Executive Committee of the CSI
Council in North America the following.

1. It is very important that the reconciliation process should go on.
The meeting should continue where we left of on November 28" 2004. A
detailed agenda have been distributed to all the panel members on that day
and we suggest you study it and if there are any changes or to add anything
to it, let us know. A date should be set up as soon as possible to continue the
process of reconciliation so that to we should be able to complete it on the
same time frame as decided.

2. UCMC in its Executive Committee/ Board of Director Members
Meeting on December 7 2004, decided that the decisions taken during the
last three reconciliation meetings in November 9™, November 19™ and
November 28, 2004, as published in CSINA are final and the UCMC
reconciliation panel members are prohibited from deviating from those
decisions without their specific consent. The UCMC Executive Committee



expected the Council reconciliation Panel also to continue honor and abide
by those decisions.

3. UCMC meeting on December 7" 2004 also made it clear that the
decisions on the appointment of the MKD Bishop as the Bishop-in-Charge
of the CSI Council in North America should only be accepted with the
constitutional change, as specified in the November 19" 2004 meetings.

The whole CSI Members in North America are eagerly watching your
response and we hope that the Executive Committee members of the Council
realize the danger in not continuing the reconciliation process. We need to
complete the whole process peacefully, well before the May 2005, so that
one peaceful Family & Youth Conference in 2005 July will be a reality.

Thanking you
Sincerely

Shibu A Kurian
General Secretary
Union of CSI Malayalam Congregation in North America.

Cc: The Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel-Bishop of the Madhya Kerala Diocese.
The Executive Committee/Board of Director Members of UCMC.

Chicago
12/20/2004
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From: UCMC (Union of CS| Malayalam Congregations)
To: The Moderator and The Synod Executive committee
CC: All the diocesan Bishops, Executive committee of the Madhya Kerala Diocese

All the CSI Churches in North America and Canada.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

In just over a month or so, the sun will set and bid adieu to 2003, a very eventful
year as far as the Church of South India is concerned. At this point of time, we,
the UCMC, believe that it may bode well for all of us to pause and look back over
the events of the past year.

Just as much water has flown down the Thames, so has a lot of mud, hurled at
each other by none other than our very own CSI faithful's located in India as well
as in the United States of America. Never has the establishment of any Christian
organization generated so much of passion and/or controversy as the
establishment of the UCMC.

We painfully recollect the misunderstanding and misconceptions created in the
hearts and minds of the general populace by opponents of the UCMC. While a
difference of opinion and opposition is prevalent in any vibrant democracy and a
vital part of any democratic setup, it is the slander and character assassination
against UCMC, its motives and its elected officials, that has helped drive a
wedge between people, between churches, between dioceses and what have
you. What is more painful is that these baseless accusations continue unabated
even today, drawing more and more innocent people into an imbroglio, that many
of us may not be able recover from in the years to come.

Introspection is therefore the need of the hour and accordingly, it has been
decided that the UCMC will reach out once again, reach out to each and every
one of you, reach out to the goodness of your hearts and minds, to accept us
more for what we are rather than reject us for something that we are not.

Earlier this year, during the inception of the UCMC, an organizational chart was
sent out to one and all which clearly defines where were stand in the big picture.
Either this was views through a narrow prism or simply misunderstood. Contrary
to the belief in some quarters, we reiterate that the UCMC is not against the
Church of South India, the Synod of the Church of South India, any Bishop or
Bishops of the Church of South India, the Clergy of the Church of the Church of
South India or any member or group associated with the Church of South India.
We have said this before and we would be gladly willing to reiterate this
statement once again, if need be.

Another misconception that we would like to refute is that it was never the
intention of the UCMC at any point, to operate as a parallel organization to the
Council of CSI Church in North America. Of course, the functioning of the Council
left much to be desired in our opinion and we stand by this opinion. However, it
was some members of the Council, who perceived the UCMC to be a threat to its



own existence and succeeded in influencing the minds of many of you to look at
us in a similar light. This is most unfortunate.

The Church of South India comprises of five distinct groups that differ in
language, customs, beliefs, traditions. These are namely Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Jafna. We firmly believe that each of these
groups has every right to develop themselves in every possible way and to grow
and prosper. It is the duty of the Council to bring all these five groups together
under its umbrella, an area of operation where the Council has failed to meet
expectations.

Malayalam congregations have existed in the USA since the mid 70's and it is
incumbent upon these congregations to join hands and work for our unified
growth and development. The UCMC is merely a facilitator for this process. It is
our ardent desire that the Kannada, Telugu and Tamil speaking groups also be
given an opportunity to grow and progress, all within the framework of the
Council. The UCMC is just one among the five different groups. Together, we
can accomplish a lot in this country, provided the Council is able to provide us all
with the direction that is result oriented, tolerant and extremely professional in its
approach and conduct of affairs. The existing status-quo has to be dismantled
and the Council needs to be re-organized as a viable organization under a new
constitution.

It has come to our attention that during the recently concluded CSI Synod
meeting in Chennai, there were Bishop's claiming to have anywhere between 10-
40 congregations for each language group. If this is true, we urge all the
concerned Bishops to come forward, identify all these congregations and initiate
a process that will ultimately bring all of them together under the Council, an ideal
situation that all of us, including the UCMC, would love to be a part of. Think of
the potential for growth and progress if we could all unite as true representatives
of the Church of South India in America.

Based on the foregoing, we urge you all to kindly give this matter your attention
and initiate a process that will bring us all together. The UCMC stands firmly
behind you if such a union comes into being. We will leave no stone unturned to



ensure the growth and progress of the Council for His glory. The UCMC respects
the Synod, the Office of the Moderator, Bishops of all the 22 Dioceses and all
other office bearers of the church.

Meanwhile, it would be very much appreciated if you would be accommodating
enough to confirm your acceptance of the following:

(1) Permit the continuation of the UCMC under the Bishop of the Madhya Kerala
Diocese.

(2) Arrange to provide uninterrupted pastoral care for all congregations under the
UCMC through the Bishop of the Madhya Kerala Diocese.

(3) Permit the UCMC to initiate its own auxiliary fellowships such as the Men's
Group, Women's Fellowship, Youth Group etc.

(4) Accept the need for the UCMC to conduct our own Annual Family
Conferences, beginning with our first proposed conference in Dallas, Texas
during the summer of 2004.

Other language groups that are in sync with the concept of the UCMC may also
be offered the above privileges, so that they too may realize their true and
maximum potential without being detrimental to the Council or its interests.

We are sure that you will give this matter your attention and look forward to hear
from you in due course. If the Council is unwilling to accept positive change,
there is absolutely no doubt that UCMC would be a much better choice and a
more viable option. If the Councils balks for any reason, the UCMC would be
willing to step in, don the mantle and provide the CSl faithful in America with the
desired leadership.

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact any of the
UCMC office bearers.

We hope that the spirit of this yuletide season will enable all of us to put the past
behind us and focus on the future.

Wishing you all the best compliments of the season.
Sincerely,

For the UCMC Executive Committee:

John Zachariah Shibu Kurian Jacob
Varghese
UCMC General Secretary UCMC Joint Secretary UucMmC
Treasurer

New York, NY Chicago, IL Dallas, TX



