
ESTTA Tracking number: ESTTA1416099

Filing date: 02/19/2025

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer information

Name Zippo Manufacturing Company

Entity Corporation Incorporated or
registered in

Pennsylvania

Address 33 BARBOUR STREET
BRADFORD, PA 16701
UNITED STATES

Correspondence
information

ELIZABETH SEALS
ZIPPO MANUFACTURING COMPANY
33 BARBOUR STREET
BRADFORD, PA 16701
UNITED STATES
Primary email: trademark@zippo.com
Secondary email(s): trademark@zippo.com, legal@zippo.com,
BSeals@zippo.com
8143682483

Applicant information

Application no. 98633855 Publication date 01/21/2025

Opposition filing
date

02/19/2025 Opposition period
ends

02/20/2025

Applicant Putian Licheng Hengrui Trading Co., Ltd.
XINDU TOWN, LICHENG DISTRICT
NO. 14, DINGXICUO, SHANXIANG VILLAGE
PUTIAN, FUJIAN, 351100
CHINA

Goods/services affected by opposition

Class 034. First Use: Jun 2, 2024 First Use In Commerce: Jun 2, 2024
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Ashtrays; Cigarettes; Cigars; Matchboxes;
Cases for electronic cigarettes and electronic cigarette accessories; Cigarette cases; Cigarette filters;
Cigarette lighters; Electronic cigarettes; Filter tips; Lighters for smokers; Pipe cleaners for tobacco
pipes; Smoking pipe cleaners; Smoking pipes; Tobacco substitute

Grounds for opposition

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act Section 2(d)

No use of mark in commerce before application,
amendment to allege use, or statement of use
was due

Trademark Act Section 1(a) and (c)

Dilution by blurring Trademark Act Sections 2 and 43(c)

Fraud on the USPTO In re Bose Corp., 580 F.3d 1240, 91 USPQ2d



1938 (Fed. Cir. 2009)

Marks cited by opposer as basis for opposition

U.S. registration
no.

0317219 Application date 05/17/1934

Register Principal

Registration date 09/18/1934 Foreign priority
date

NONE

Word mark ZIPPO

Design mark

Description of
mark

NONE

Goods/services Class 008. First use: First Use: Nov 5, 1933 First Use In Commerce: Nov 5,
1933

POCKET LIGHTER OF THE PYROPHORIC TYPE

U.S. registration
no.

1188884 Application date 08/07/1980

Register Principal

Registration date 02/02/1982 Foreign priority
date

NONE

Word mark ZIPPO

Design mark

Description of
mark

NONE

Goods/services Class 034. First use: First Use: Dec 14, 1976 First Use In Commerce: Dec 14,
1976

Cigarette Lighters and Lighter Flints

U.S. registration
no.

1705306 Application date 10/07/1991

Register Principal

Registration date 08/04/1992 Foreign priority
date

NONE

Word mark ZIPPO

Design mark

Description of
mark

NONE

Goods/services Class 034. First use: First Use: 1936 First Use In Commerce: 1936

wicks for lighters

U.S. registration
no.

1768823 Application date 08/12/1992



Register Principal

Registration date 05/04/1993 Foreign priority
date

NONE

Word mark ZIPPO

Design mark

Description of
mark

NONE

Goods/services Class 034. First use: First Use: Jul 1989 First Use In Commerce: Nov 1989

leather pouches for cigarette lighters

U.S. registration
no.

2052508 Application date 04/10/1996

Register Principal

Registration date 04/15/1997 Foreign priority
date

NONE

Word mark ZIPPO

Design mark

Description of
mark

NONE

Goods/services Class 006. First use: First Use: Jan 14, 1976 First Use In Commerce: Jan 14,
1976

metal money clips

Class 014. First use: First Use: Jan 14, 1976 First Use In Commerce: Jan 14,
1976

articles of precious metals or plated in precious metals, [ namely, pocket knives,
writing instruments, flexible rulers, combination device for use around golf
greens consisting of coin-like golf ball positioning markers and a notched hinged
blade for repairing ball marks on greens and for cleaning spikes on shoes, key-
holders, key rings, money clips ] and cigarette lighters

Class 025. First use: First Use: Nov 1990 First Use In Commerce: Nov 1990

clothing, namely, T-shirts, sport shirts, sweat shirts and sweaters [ ; belts with
buckles ]

Class 026. First use: First Use: Jan 14, 1976 First Use In Commerce: Jan 14,
1796

[ belt buckles not made of precious metal ]

Class 034. First use: First Use: Jul 1989 First Use In Commerce: Jul 1989

leather pouches for use with cigarette lighters not made of precious metal

U.S. registration
no.

2116481 Application date 05/19/1997

Register Principal

Registration date 11/25/1997 Foreign priority
date

NONE

Word mark ZIPPO



Design mark

Description of
mark

NONE

Goods/services Class 004. First use: First Use: Apr 1, 1997 First Use In Commerce: Apr 1, 1997

[ lighter fluid packaged in tins ]

Class 006. First use: First Use: Jan 20, 1997 First Use In Commerce: Jan 20,
1997

[ metal key rings ]

Class 008. First use: First Use: Jan 20, 1997 First Use In Commerce: Jan 20,
1997

hand tools comprised of [ pocket screwdrivers and ] a pocket knife

Class 014. First use: First Use: Jan 20, 1997 First Use In Commerce: Jan 20,
1997

[ cigarette cases made of precious metal, ashtrays made of precious metal, ] [
pendant necklaces, ] cuff links, [ charm bracelets, tie clips, ] lapel pins, tie tacks [
and stick pins being jewelry ]

Class 016. First use: First Use: Jan 20, 1997 First Use In Commerce: Jan 20,
1997

desk accessories, namely, calendars

Class 018. First use: First Use: Jan 20, 1997 First Use In Commerce: Jan 20,
1997

[ fabric pouches for use with cigarette lighters and knives, ] business card cases

Class 025. First use: First Use: Jan 20, 1997 First Use In Commerce: Jan 20,
1997

[ clothing, namely, scarves and neckties ]

Class 034. First use: First Use: Jan 20, 1997 First Use In Commerce: Jan 20,
1997

cigarette cases not of precious metal, ashtrays not of precious metal, and [ fab-
ric pouches for use with cigarette lighters ]

U.S. registration
no.

2654990 Application date 05/29/2001

Register Principal

Registration date 11/26/2002 Foreign priority
date

NONE

Word mark ZIPPO

Design mark

Description of
mark

NONE

Goods/services Class 034. First use: First Use: Apr 1, 2002 First Use In Commerce: Apr 1, 2002

utility lighters
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Signature /Elizabeth Seals/

Name Elizabeth Seals

Date 02/19/2025



 

 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 
In the Matter of Application Serial No. 98633855 
Published in the Official Gazette on January 21, 2025 
Word Mark: ZIPBICUK 
 
 
ZIPPO MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
 

Opposer, 
 
v. 

 
PUTIAN LICHEN HENGRUI TRADING 
CO., LTD. 

Applicant. 
 

 

 
 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 
 
Zippo Manufacturing Company, (“Opposer”), a corporation organized under the laws of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and having a principal place of business located at 33 Barbour 

Street, Bradford, PA 16701, opposes Applicant Putian Lichen Hengrui Trading Co., Ltd 

(“Applicant”) registration of the mark ZIPBICUK, Application Serial No. 98633855 (the 

“Opposed Mark”).  Opposer opposes such registration pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1063(a) and 

Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Manual of Procedure (“TBMP”) §303.01 because Opposer 

has established extensive rights in its registered ZIPPO mark for goods similar to those that 

would be covered by Applicant’s registration.  In particular, Applicant’s registration of 

ZIPBICUK would likely confuse consumers into believing that Applicant’s goods are associated 

with or sponsored by Opposer, or that Applicant’s use of the Opposed Mark is otherwise 

authorized by Opposer.  Because either circumstance would damage Opposer, registration of the 
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Opposed Mark would violate 15 U.S.C. §§ 1052(d) and 1125(a).  In addition, Opposer opposes 

such registration on grounds of fraud and nonuse pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1063. 

Opposer bases its Opposition on the following: 

1. Opposer manufactures and offers for sale its lighters, flints, wicks, and lighter fluid 

and butane and other goods under the equally famous ZIPPO trade name.     

2. In addition to extensive common law rights, Opposer owns seven relevant United 

States trademark registrations for ZIPPO, in both standard and stylized characters, in 

International Class 34: (1) U.S. Registration No. 317219 for “pocket lighter of the pyrophoric 

type”; (2) U.S. Registration No. 1188884 for “cigarette lighters and lighter flints”; and (3) U.S. 

Registration No. 1705306 for “wicks for lighters”; and (4) U.S. Registration No. 1768823 for 

“leather pouches for cigarette lighters”;  (5) U.S. Registration No.  2052508 for “leather pouches 

for use with cigarette lighters not made of precious metal”; (6) U.S. Registration No. 2116481 

for “cigarette cases not of precious metal, ashtrays not of precious metal and  (fabric pouches for 

use with cigarette lighters)”; (7) U.S. Registration No. 2654990 for “utility lighters”  (together, 

the “ZIPPO Marks”).  See Ex. A (true and correct copies of each registration certificate).   

3. The application for U.S. Registration No. 317219 was filed May 17, 1934 and 

registered on September 18, 1934 with a date of first use in commerce of November 5, 1933. 

4. The application for U.S. Registration No. 1188884 was filed on August 7, 1980, and 

registered on February 2, 1982 with a date of first use in commerce of December 14, 1976.  

5. The application for U.S. Registration No. 1705306 was filed October 7, 1991 and 

registered on August 4, 1992 with a date of first use in commerce of 1936. 

6. The application for U.S. Registration No. 1768823 was filed on August 12, 1992, 

and registered on May 4, 1993 with a date of first use in commerce of November 1989. 
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7. The application for U.S. Registration No. 2052508 was filed on April 10, 1996 and

registered on April 15, 1997 with a date of first use in commerce of July 1989. 

8. The application of U.S. Registration No. 2116481 was filed May 19, 1997 and

registered on November 25, 1997 with a date of first use in commerce of January 20, 1997. 

9. The application for U.S. Registration No. 2654990 was filed on May 29, 2001

and registered on November 26, 2002 with a first use in commerce of April 1, 2002. 

10. Opposer and its predecessors have extensively marketed its Zippo cigarette lighters,

and other products including knives, cutlery, writing instruments, key rings, money clips, hats, 

shirts, jackets, and collectibles and memorabilia relating to cigarette lighters, knives, cutlery, 

writing instruments, pocket knives, key rings, money clips and other ZIPPO products including 

the world famous ZIPPO windproof lighter for over 90 years throughout the United States and 

internationally. 

11. By virtue of such extensive domestic and international sales, advertising, and

promotion, the ZIPPO Marks have brought, and continue to bring, Opposer significant goodwill. 

12. As a result of its distinctiveness and widespread use and promotion throughout the

United States and internationally, Opposer's ZIPPO Mark is a famous trademark within the 

meaning of Section 43(c) of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1125(c), and became famous prior to 

the filing date of/date of first use alleged in the Applicant’s application or any other priority date 

on which the Applicant may rely. 

13. Applicant filed its application for ZIPBICUK (“Opposed Application”) on July 5,

2024, in International Class 34 for the following goods and services: “ashtrays; cigarettes, cigars, 

matchboxes; cases for electronic cigarettes and electronic cigarette accessors; cigarette cases; 

cigarette filters, cigarette lighters, electronic cigarettes, filter tips, lighters for smokers, pipe 
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cleaners for tobacco pipes, smoking pipe cleaners, smoking pipes, tobacco substitute.” 

(“Opposed Goods”). 

14. Applicant’s use of ZIPBICUK is likely to (a) cause confusion, mistake or deception 

with the ZIPPO Marks, and (b) result in the incorrect perception or belief that Applicant or its 

Opposed Goods are manufactured by, or in some way associated with or sponsored by, Opposer.    

15. The ZIPBICUK mark is confusingly similar in appearance and commercial 

impression to the ZIPPO Marks and Opposer registrations.  Both Applicant and Opposer market 

to and serve identical consumer groups with their respective products – principally, individuals 

purchasing cigarette lighters and smokers’ articles.  The similarities between the marks, the trade 

channels, and the overall commercial impression, will cause consumers to incorrectly believe 

that Applicant’s Opposed Goods are manufactured by, or are in some way associated with or 

sponsored by Opposer.  Moreover, the goods to which the marks relate are similar such that they 

would be encountered by the same purchasers under circumstances that would give rise to the 

mistaken belief that the goods come from a common source.   

16. Registration by Applicant of the proposed mark ZIPBICUK for the Opposed Goods 

would be likely to impair the distinctiveness, and cause dilution by blurring, of Opposer's famous 

ZIPPO Mark in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(c). Accordingly, pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1063, the 

Opposed Mark ZIPBICUK is not entitled to registration. 

17. Applicant’s proposed use and application to register the Opposed Mark is without 

Opposer’s consent or permission. 

18. A search of the internet did not reveal any uses of the ZIPBICUK mark on the 

Opposed Goods that are listed in the application.   The specimen filed by the Applicant appears 

to be a digitally altered or mocked up specimen. The specimen has pixelization around the 
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Opposed Mark as shown here and on Exhibit A:  

 

19. The links in the Opposed Application/specimen to a website where the Opposed 

Goods using the Opposed Mark allegedly appear, do not actually reveal a live webpage.  On 

information and belief, the website provided at the time the Opposed Application was filed, was 

merely a "specimen farm", which is an e-commerce website existing solely for the purpose of 

creating specimens to attempt to meet the USPTO's application specimen requirement:  
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In the Opposed Application, Applicant’s attorney of record, Amir Zafar Khan,, on Applicant's 

behalf, represented to the USPTO that Applicant was actively using the Opposed Mark in U.S. 

commerce in connection with the Opposed Goods (the "Representation"). 

20. On information and belief, the Representation was false at the time it was made on 

Applicant's behalf.  

21. On information and belief, because the specimen is digitally altered, and as evidence 

obtained through discovery in this proceeding will likely further show, Applicant and Khan knew 

the Representation was false at the time it was made.  

22. The only reasonable inference from the foregoing is that Khan made the 

Representation on Applicant's behalf to mislead the USPTO and to cause the USPTO to approve 

the application for publication and grant a registration for the Opposed Mark. 

23. The false Representation was material because, but for the false Representation, the 

USPTO would not have approved the Opposed Application for publication. However, in reliance 
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on the false Representation, the USPTO approved the Opposed Application for publication on 

January 21, 2025 and registration. 

24. Based on the foregoing, Applicant committed fraud in connection with the filing and 

prosecution of the Opposed Application, which is grounds for denial of the Opposed Application 

in its entirety. 

25. As a further basis for opposition, because Applicant was not using the Opposed 

Mark in connection with any of the Opposed Goods identified in the Opposed Application, the 

Opposed Application should be denied. Applicant filed its Opposed Application in bad faith, in 

that Applicant has purposefully chosen to create a close association between the ZIPBICUK 

products and Opposer’s goods.  

WHEREFORE, Opposer would be damaged by the registration of Applicant’s Opposed 

Mark for the Opposed Goods identified in Application Serial No. 98633855 and prays that this 

Opposition be sustained and that the current Opposed Application be refused registration under 

Section 2(d) of the Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1052(d); and under Section 43(c) of the 

Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C.1125(c).   

Opposer hereby appoints the following, who is admitted to practice in the state of 

residence, to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office in connection with the 

above opposition proceeding: 

Elizabeth Seals (Cal. State Bar No. 251214 
and Pennsylvania State Bar No. 322266) 
Zippo Manufacturing Company 
33 Barbour Street 
Bradford, PA 16701 
Tel: 814-368-2483 
Fax: 814-363-2691 

 

Please address all correspondence to: 
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Elizabeth Seals (Cal. State Bar No. 251214 
and Pennsylvania State Bar No. 322266) 
Zippo Manufacturing Company 
33 Barbour Street 
Bradford, PA 16701 
Tel: 814-368-2483 
Fax: 814-363-2691 
BSeals@zippo.com 
trademark@zippo.com  

 

 
 
Date:  February 18, 2025 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

                                                                   By: /Elizabeth Seals/ 
        Elizabeth Seals 
                                                                         Attorney for Opposer 
                                                                         ZIPPO MANUFACTURING COMPANY

mailto:BSeals@zippo.com
mailto:trademark@zippo.com
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EXHIBIT  A. 
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