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Consent Motion for Suspension in View of Civil Proceeding

The parties are engaged in a civil action which may have a bearing on this proceeding. Accordingly, Major
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
MIDDLE  DISTRICT OF FLORIDA  

FORT MYERS DIVISION  

CASE NO.: _____________ 

RIO NEGRO INVESTMENT PARTNERS 
LLC d/b/a PONGSPACE, LUZ MARIA 
BRISSETT, and SHARON RENEE 
BRAITHWAITE, 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS, LLC, a 
Delaware limited liability company, and 
FLINT LANE,  
 

Defendants. 
 / 

COMPLAINT  

Plaintiffs, Rio Negro Investment Partners LLC d/b/a PongSpace, Luz Maria 

Brissett, and Sharon Renee Braithwaite, sue Defendants, Major League Table 

Tennis, LLC and Flint Lane, and allege as follows: 

INTRODUCTION  

1. This is an action for injunctive relief, damages, and declaratory relief 

arising from Defendants’ predatory and willful misconduct in connection with 

efforts to launch and promote a professional team table tennis league under the 

trademark “Major League Table Tennis.” 
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2. Long before Defendants adopted and began using the mark “Major 

League Table Tennis,” Plaintiffs together, and other longtime and iconic figures in 

the United States table tennis community, began developing business plans and 

concepts for the promotion and growth of table tennis among all ages and segments 

of the population as a way to promote the game, promote a healthy lifestyle, and tap 

into business opportunities through expansion of table tennis. 

3. Plaintiffs envisioned grassroots growth of the game through creation 

and promotion of amateur team table tennis leagues and tournament play to provide 

opportunities to all skill levels across all demographics which could eventually lead 

to professional team table tennis competition. 

4. Plaintiffs sought to align themselves with a true icon of the table tennis 

community, George Braithwaite.  Known as “the Chief” and famous in worldwide 

table tennis circles, George Braithwaite was a true ambassador of table tennis.  

George Braithwaite is a member of the United States Table Tennis Hall of Fame, a 

world renown table tennis player competing over decades, an original Ping Pong 

Diplomacy 1971 team member, former Vice President of the United States Table 

Tennis Association, among many other accolades.  

5. In partnership with George Braithwaite’s family and loved ones, 

Plaintiffs developed a business plan to grow table tennis in the United States from 

the grassroots to the highest levels and promote the game in the spirit of George 
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Braithwaite. In the fall of 2022, Plaintiffs created the George Braithwaite Major 

League Table Tennis trademark for use in league play, tournaments, and to grow and 

promote the sport.  

6. Plaintiffs’ business plans, including the George Braithwaite Major 

League Table Tennis name, were expressly shared with Defendant Flint Lane 

(“Lane”).  Lane is a business owner of a table tennis/ping pong club located in 

Princeton, New Jersey. 

7. With knowledge of Plaintiffs’ use of the George Braithwaite Major 

League Table Tennis mark, Defendants have adopted the name “Major League Table 

Tennis” as their own purported moniker in connection with competitive activities.  

Defendants have falsely accused Plaintiffs of copying their name and seeking to 

trade off of Defendants’ ideas.  Defendants were at all times aware of Plaintiffs’ 

prior use, and even hosted tournaments for George Braithwaite Major League Table 

Tennis at Lane’s club in Princeton, New Jersey during the Spring of 2023. 

8. Despite Plaintiffs’ first use of the term “Major League Table Tennis” 

used in conjunction with the iconic and source-identifying name of “George 

Braithwaite,” Defendants have in bad faith claimed to be the senior user of “Major 

League Table Tennis” and have disparaged Plaintiffs in the table tennis community.  

Defendants’ purposeful conduct in misappropriating elements of Plaintiffs’ business 

plans, including its name, has resulted in actual confusion within the table tennis 
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community.  Unless preliminarily and permanently enjoined, substantial consumer 

confusion among table tennis consumers is likely. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE  

9. This is an action for false designation of origin pursuant to the laws of 

the United States (15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)), unfair competition, declaratory relief under 

15 U.S.C. § 1119, deceptive and unfair trade practices, fraudulent inducement, and 

defamation as set forth below. 

10. Jurisdiction is conferred on this Court by 15 U.S.C. § 1121 and 21 

U.S.C. § 1338.  This Court has supplemental jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1367 over all state law claims derived from a common nucleus of operative facts. 

11. Jurisdiction also exists under 28 U.S.C. § 1332 as there is complete 

diversity of citizenship among the parties, and the amounts in controversy exceed 

$75,000, exclusive of interest, costs, or fees. 

12. Venue is proper in this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b). 

PARTIES 

13. Plaintiff Rio Negro Investment Partners LLC is a Delaware limited 

liability company, with its principal place of business located in New York, New 

York.  Rio Negro Investment Partners LLC owns and operates the website 

www.pongspace.com and does business under the name “PongSpace” (hereinafter 

“PongSpace”). 
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14. The managing member of PongSpace is Thomas Hu (“Hu”) , an adult 

over the age of eighteen (18) years old, and a citizen of the State of New York.  Hu 

is also a former competitive table tennis player, devoted enthusiast of table tennis, 

former student of George Braithwaite and devotee to the influence George 

Braithwaite has had upon the game. 

15. Plaintiff Luz Maria Brissett (“Brissett”) is an adult, over the age of 

eighteen (18) years old, and a citizen of the State of New Jersey.  Brissett is the 

surviving partner and trusted confidant of George Braithwaite until the time of his 

passing on October 26, 2020.  

16. Plaintiff Sharon Renee Braithwaite (“Ms. Braithwaite”) is an adult, 

over the age of eighteen (18) years old, and a citizen of the State of New York.  

Ms. Braithwaite is the daughter of George Braithwaite. 

17. Defendant Major League Table Tennis, LLC (“MLTT LLC”) is a 

Delaware limited liability company, with its principal place of business located in 

Naples, Collier County, Florida. 

18. Defendant Flint Lane (“Lane”) is an individual over eighteen (18) years 

of age who, upon information and belief, is a citizen of the State of Florida.  Upon 

further information and belief, Lane is the managing member, and principal of 

MLTT LLC. 
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FACTS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS  

19. In 2020, during the period of COVID restrictions, PongSpace created 

its website, www.pongspace.com, as a gathering place for ping pong enthusiasts, 

ping pong facilities, and those interested in the game.  PongSpace sought to create a 

community for those interested in table tennis including creation of tools to enable 

connections between players, to promote the safe play of ping pong, expand the 

game, and to provide resources to improve the game and experience for players and 

clubs alike. 

20. PongSpace was created by table tennis enthusiasts with decades of 

high-level competitive experience.  Hu, the managing member of PongSpace, was a 

competitive table tennis player, who learned from, and became a confidant of George 

Braithwaite. 

21. As part of PongSpace’s goal to grow the game of table tennis, promote 

healthy physical and social activities, and grow the business of table tennis, 

PongSpace invested substantial resources and labor to organize and promote youth 

table tennis events.  Among PongSpace founders’ efforts was the operation of the 

American Youth Table Tennis Organization, which has as its mission the promotion 

of table tennis among children to encourage a healthy lifestyle of physical activity, 

competition, fun, and social engagement. 
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22. In 2022, with these objectives in mind, Plaintiffs set out to create a 

grassroots table tennis organization for team league and tournament play that would 

welcome players of all skill levels and ages to compete in tournaments at local, 

regional, and national events. 

23. Plaintiffs’ vision was to grow the game consistent with the spirit and 

messaging of the Chief, George Braithwaite.  In fact, the mission and vision of the 

George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis organization sought to carry 

forward the work and vision of the Chief during his lifetime. 

24. In October 2022, Plaintiffs decided on the name of their table tennis 

tournament and league organization: George Braithwaite Major League Table 

Tennis.  

25. In November 2022, Plaintiffs began using the George Braithwaite 

Major League Table Tennis trademark in commerce. 

26. On or about November 11, 2022, flyers and multimedia graphics were 

ordered to promote George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis events.  At the 

Joola North America Team Tournament, PongSpace was present and handed out 

flyers to approximately 1,000 players, participants, and spectators announcing the 

inaugural season of George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis commencing in 

January 2023.  A copy of Plaintiffs’ initial George Braithwaite Major League Table 

Tennis flyer from November 2022 is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 
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27. On November 28, 2022, PongSpace sent out an email among its global 

users announcing the creation of George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis 

events and tournament opportunities.  On December 12, 2022, table tennis blogger, 

Larry Hodges, wrote about George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis and 

planned events taking place in the northeast from Boston to Washington, DC, 

starting in January 2023, with the event championship to take place in April.  As 

advertised and promoted by Plaintiffs, the blog quoted Plaintiffs that:  

The purpose of the league is to facilitate individual 
competitiveness and team spirit of players and various 
clubs thereby creating more interaction and friendship 
through team-based table tennis competition. By 
increasing participation in the Olympic sport of table 
tennis through the vast number of table tennis players in 
the United States, PongSpace sets the foundation of 
making table tennis a major sport in this country. 

See Exhibit 2 attached hereto. 

28. Soon after, PongSpace received its first paid admissions for teams to 

participate in George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis events. 

29. At all material times, Defendant Lane knew of Hu, PongSpace, and 

their dedication to the growth and promotion of the sport across all segments of the 

United States. 

30. Lane is the owner of the Princeton Pong Table Tennis Club in 

Princeton, NJ and is known within some circles of the table tennis community.   
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31. On or about January 13, 2023, Hu invited Lane to have a Zoom 

discussion centered on the expansion of table tennis and various youth and adult 

initiatives to grow the sport from the grassroots amateur level to professional team 

events. 

32. Hu and Lane had ongoing discussions concerning their interests in 

growing table tennis throughout the United States.  Lane expressed a clear focus on 

developing a professional team league to attract the most competitive global players 

to events in the United States and grow professional table tennis in America. 

33. Hu and PongSpace believed there were mutual opportunity and 

potential synergy between the separate concepts of PongSpace’s desire to grow and 

develop participation, socialization, and engagement through table tennis at the 

grassroots level, and Lane’s express objective of creating a competitive professional 

league. 

34. Hu and Lane had several discussions and social media communications 

regarding their different visions to grow and expand table tennis among American 

consumers.  PongSpace and Hu provided actual assistance and recommendations to 

Lane for his development of a professional league. 

35. Additionally, Lane asked to see a copy of PongSpace’s business and 

conceptual plan for George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis, which was 

provided by Hu.  Portions of the communications between Hu and Lane took place 
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over Facebook messenger between January 23, 2023 to February 4, 2023.  A copy 

of Hu’s and Lane’s chat from January 23 – February 4, 2023 is attached hereto as 

Exhibit 3. 

36. Early in that conversation, Hu offers Lane the names of various 

individuals Hu believes could be of assistance in Lane’s development of a 

professional team table tennis league. 

37. On February 4, 2023, after PongSpace established George Braithwaite 

Major League Table Tennis as their brand and had commenced doing business under 

the mark, Lane sent a message to Hu advising that his pro league would be called 

“Major League Table Tennis” and asked whether Hu wished to be on the advisory 

board.  See Exhibit 3.   
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38. Later that evening, Hu responds directly advising Lane that he chose 

the same name as PongSpace.  Hu responded: 

 

39. Although the name Major League Table Tennis, as proposed by Lane, 

copied from PongSpace’s George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis name, 

initially Hu saw potential opportunity for both entities to coexist and support each 

other, since their business models and targets for participation were in contrast. 

40. At no time during the ongoing discussions between Lane and Hu did 

Lane object to PongSpace’s use of the George Braithwaite Major League Table 

Tennis trademark.  In fact, on or about February 21, 2023, Lane’s business partner 

at the Princeton Pong club offered PongSpace the opportunity to host an event at 

their Princeton Pong club. 
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41. In May 2023, PongSpace hosted the first George Braithwaite Major 

League Table Tennis championship at the Princeton Pong club.  The George 

Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis championship, held at the Princeton Pong 

club, was advertised by PongSpace on its site, on social media, and among other 

table tennis influencers. 

42. Off the success of the inaugural George Braithwaite Major League 

Table Tennis events held in early 2023, PongSpace sought to expand the reach of 

George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis to other parts of the country.  To do 

so, PongSpace promoted the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis 

trademark within the community, online, among table tennis enthusiasts, 

professionals, coaches, and influencers. 

43. Among the individuals who PongSpace promoted George Braithwaite 

Major League Table Tennis with is Linda Leaf, a well-known table tennis figure, 

referee and coach who operates out of Wisconsin.  On June 30, 2023, Linda Leaf 

emailed table tennis community contacts, advising of a George Braithwaite Major 

League Table Tennis event, and enclosing a flyer with the event information 

including team, cost, and prize specifics for the event.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 4 

is the email from Linda Leaf, with enclosed George Braithwaite Major League Table 

Tennis event flyer. 
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44. On July 30, 2023, Linda Leaf again sent an email to her table tennis 

contacts announcing a George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis event, and 

again on August 16, 2023.  See Exhibits 5 and 6 attached hereto, respectively. 

45. It was not until the August 16, 2023 email from Linda Leaf that 

Defendants ever objected to any use by Plaintiffs in connection with the George 

Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis trademark.  Commencing in late August 

2023, Lane objected to Plaintiffs’ use of the phrase “Major League Table Tennis” in 

connection with PongSpace’s George Braithwaite league and efforts. 

46. In an email to Linda Leaf on August 17, 2023, Lane acknowledges that 

use of the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis trademark and 

Defendants’ use of “Major League Table Tennis” standing alone is causing 

confusion.  See Exhibit 7 attached hereto. 

47. On August 23, 2023, with the approval of PongSpace, Linda Leaf sent 

a clarifying email to her table tennis contacts seeking to distinguish between the two 

leagues using the same mark.  See Exhibit 8 attached hereto. 

48. Since late August 2023 through the present, Lane, individually and on 

behalf of MLTT LLC, has disparaged and wrongly accused Plaintiffs of wrongdoing 

among the table tennis community in connection with their use and business 

activities under the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark. 
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49. Defendants have falsely accused Plaintiffs of imitating and 

counterfeiting the “Major League Table Tennis” moniker in order to usurp and 

misappropriate whatever goodwill Defendants would claim under that name.  Such 

conduct and claims are in bad faith, as Defendants expressly knew that the George 

Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis trademark was used first by PongSpace. 

50. On September 12, 2023, Plaintiffs Brissett and Ms. Braithwaite jointly 

filed a trademark application to register the mark GEORGE BRAITHWAITE 

MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS with Reference No. 98175685.  The 

application remains under examination and represents a first use in commerce date 

of November 24, 2022.  A copy of the mark’s current registration status from the 

USPTO.gov website is attached hereto as Exhibit 9. 

51. PongSpace operates and utilizes the George Braithwaite Major League 

Table Tennis trademark under license, and with the consent and approval of Brissett 

and Ms. Braithwaite. 

52. On April 11, 2023, MLTT LLC filed a trademark application for 

MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS.  That application carries Reference 

No. 97882162 and remains pending.  Defendants’ trademark application represents 

a first use in commerce of March 1, 2023, after the first use represented by Plaintiffs.  

See Exhibit 10 attached hereto. 
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53. Despite representations to Hu and PongSpace by Lane that Defendants’ 

business plan was strictly for creation of a professional team table tennis league, on 

June 20, 2024, MLTT LLC  announced the formation of “Minor League Table 

Tennis” to host events at local clubs for amateur players of all ages in a variety of 

matches.  Defendants’ Minor League Table Tennis concept seems to have been 

plucked directly from the model authored by PongSpace, discussed and shared with 

Lane.  A copy Defendants’ June 20, 2024 announcement of Minor League Table 

Tennis from the MLTT.com website is attached hereto as Exhibit 11. 

54. With full knowledge of Plaintiffs, their broad use of the George 

Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark, and the goodwill residing therein, 

Defendants adopted and have begun advertising and conducting business with a 

competitive league under the infringing mark Major League Table Tennis. 

55. Defendants adopted and sought to trade upon the George Braithwaite 

Major League Table Tennis mark in competitive activities in a purposeful attempt 

to align itself with Plaintiffs to trade upon the goodwill and favorable reputation 

earned by Plaintiffs and in the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark. 

56. Defendants have taken purposeful activities, including internet 

marketing, word of mouth discussions, and disparagement of Plaintiffs to cause 

confusion in the minds of the public as to the source, origin, and sponsorship of their 

events, or to diminish investments and efforts made by Plaintiffs in the George 
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Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark.  Defendants’ use of the term “Major 

League Table Tennis,” and other business activities engaged in connection 

therewith, are likely to cause confusion in the minds of the consuming public with 

respect to the goods, services, events, and programs developed, sold, and marketed 

by Plaintiffs. 

57. Defendants intend to create confusion, and otherwise cast Plaintiffs in 

a negative light, and are profiting as a result of their efforts to trade upon the goodwill 

and investments made by Plaintiffs in the George Braithwaite Major League Table 

Tennis mark. 

58. On February 24, 2024, Plaintiffs Brissett and Ms. Braithwaite wrote to 

Lane requesting that Defendants cease and desist from using the term “Major League 

Table Tennis” in connection with Defendants’ competitive activities.  A copy of 

Plaintiffs’ February 24, 2024 letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 12. 

59. Following the February 24, 2024 correspondence, conversations 

ensued between the parties; however, they could not resolve differences as likely 

confusion in connection with their mutual use of “Major League Table Tennis” as 

part of their name. 

60. On May 20, 2024, Brissett again wrote to Lane requesting that 

Defendants modify their name to distinguish Defendants’ activities from the 
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business of Plaintiffs’ George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis.  A copy of 

the May 20, 2024 letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 13. 

61. To date, Defendants have refused to change their name and have 

continued the illegal conduct specified. 

62. Plaintiffs have performed all conditions precedent to bringing this 

lawsuit or such conditions have been excused or waived. 

63. Plaintiffs have engaged undersigned counsel to represent them in this 

case and have agreed to pay reasonable attorney’s fees in connection with this action.  

Plaintiffs demand payment of all costs and attorney’s fees incurred pursuant to 

federal and state law as applicable. 

COUNT I - FALSE DESIGNATION OF ORIGIN  
(PURSUANT TO 15 U.S.C. § 1125(A)) 

64. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 63 as fully set forth herein. 

65. This claim arises under 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a) for false designation of 

origin and infringement of the yet to be registered trademark, George Braithwaite 

Major League Table Tennis. 

66. The George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis trademark is 

inherently distinctive and has come to identify the goods, services, events, and 

opportunities designed, developed, marketed, and sold by Plaintiffs under the mark.  

The name George Braithwaite evokes the highest level of credibility, integrity, 
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sportsmanship, and advocacy among the table tennis community based on his years 

of service, devotion, and achievements in the world of table tennis. 

67. The George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark has acquired 

secondary meaning within the relevant market which associates the George 

Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark with the goods, services, and events 

offered, developed, marketed, and sold by Plaintiffs. 

68. Defendants are aware of the George Braithwaite Major League Table 

Tennis trademark, and their source identifying function with respect to the goods, 

services, and events offered, developed, marketed, and sold by Plaintiffs. 

69. Plaintiffs have devoted substantial resources, including funding, 

substantial man-hours, labor costs, marketing, and advertising of the George 

Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark in connection with PongSpace’s 

business and for the purposes explained above. 

70. As a result, the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark 

has earned substantial goodwill and serves to identify Plaintiffs as the exclusive 

provider and sponsor of the goods, services, and events marketed, sold, and offered 

bearing the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark. 

71. Defendants are aware of the George Braithwaite Major League Table 

Tennis mark but have purposefully sought to register “Major League Table Tennis” 
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as their own trademark, which is confusingly similar to the George Braithwaite 

Major League Table Tennis mark. 

72. Defendants have acted in disregard of Plaintiffs’ rights in connection 

with the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark, and as a result of 

their actions, confusion is likely in the minds of the consuming public as between 

goods, services, and events offered by Plaintiffs, and those offered by Defendants. 

73. Defendants are using the “Major League Table Tennis” mark in 

competitive activities that are likely to cause confusion as to the source, origin, 

sponsorship, or affiliation of Defendants’ products, services, and events, with those 

offered by Plaintiffs. 

74. Plaintiffs and Defendants are in competition with one another.  

Defendants would like customers and potential customers, sponsors, and vendors to 

believe that they are the original providers and creators of table tennis events and 

services under the “Major League Table Tennis” mark, when they are not.  

Alternatively, Defendants would like consumers to believe that the goods, services, 

and events offered by them under their infringing mark are superior in quality, 

mission, or purpose to Plaintiffs’, when they are not. 

75. Defendants’ actions are likely to cause confusion, mistake, or deception 

as to the affiliation, connection, or association of Defendants with Plaintiffs, or as to 
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the source, origin, sponsorship, or approval of Defendants’ goods or services by 

Plaintiffs. 

76. The goodwill and favorable reputation existing in the George 

Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis trademark is a valuable asset belonging 

solely and exclusively to Brissett and Ms. Braithwaite and used with their approval 

and consent by PongSpace. 

77. The acts complained of herein have caused Plaintiffs harm that if not 

preliminarily and permanently enjoined, will continue to harm its intellectual 

property and goodwill. 

78. Defendants’ activities constitute willful and intentional infringement of 

the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis trademark, false designation of 

origin, and are in disregard of Plaintiffs’ rights. 

79. Plaintiffs have suffered and continue to suffer irreparable harm as a 

result of Defendants’ actions, including but not limited to a diversion of sales, 

opportunities, and a lessening of the goodwill residing in the George Braithwaite 

Major League Table Tennis mark.  Plaintiffs’ remedy at law is not adequate to 

compensate them for injuries suffered and threatened. 

80. As a direct and proximate cause of Defendants’ actions, Plaintiffs have 

suffered damages in an amount to be determined at trial. 
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COUNT II - UNFAIR COMPETITION  

81. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 63 as fully set forth herein. 

82. The acts alleged above by Defendants through their marketing, selling, 

offering for sale, and seeking to register a trademark that is confusingly similar to 

Plaintiffs’ George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis constitute unfair 

competition.  Defendants seek to misappropriate the goodwill of Plaintiffs and their 

George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis trademark. 

83. Defendants have engaged in calculated conduct to cause confusion in 

the market by passing off their goods, products, services, and events as Plaintiffs’, 

or by copying so much of Plaintiffs’ trademark so that customers, potential 

customers, vendors, sponsors, and others in the table tennis community will not or 

cannot differentiate between the two.  Defendants purposefully seek to sow 

confusion in the marketplace as to the origin of the goods, services, and events they 

offer, or to cast Plaintiffs in a negative light so that consumers, potential consumers, 

vendors, sponsors, and others view Defendants’ goods and services as superior to 

Plaintiffs’, when they are not, and in fact Plaintiffs were the first in the market to 

offer goods, services, and events using the marks in dispute. 

84. Defendants’ actions have caused and will continue to cause irreparable 

harm to Plaintiffs, including but not limited to a diversion of sales, opportunities, 
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and a lessening of the goodwill residing in the George Braithwaite Major League 

Table Tennis trademark.  Plaintiffs’ remedy at law is not adequate to compensate for 

injuries suffered and threatened. 

85. Further, as a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ actions, 

Plaintiffs have sustained damages in an amount to be proven at trial. 

COUNT III - DECEPTIVE AND UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES  
(PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES § 501.201, ET SEQ.) 

86. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 63 as fully set forth herein. 

87. This claim arises under Florida Statutes § 501.201, et seq., for deceptive 

and unfair trade practices. 

88. Based upon the above wrongdoing, Defendants have violated Florida 

Statutes § 501.204.  Defendants are using unfair methods of competition in the 

conduct of trade or commerce by deceptively using, copying, and infringing upon 

the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis trademark.  Further, Defendants 

are misrepresenting the nature, source, quality, and significance of Plaintiffs, and 

their efforts in connection with the promotion of George Braithwaite Major League 

Table Tennis. 

89. Defendants’ unfair, deceptive, and anti-competitive acts diminish the 

value of the goods, services, and events developed, sold, marketed, and offered by 

Plaintiffs. 
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90. Defendants mislead consumers, potential consumers, vendors, and 

sponsors to create the impression that the products, services, and events offered by 

Defendants are superior in quality, or have the approval or affiliation with Plaintiffs, 

when they are not, and have never been. 

91. Plaintiffs have suffered, and continue to suffer, irreparable harm and 

damage as a result of Defendants’ conduct.  Defendants will, unless preliminarily 

and permanently restrained and enjoined, continue to act in the unlawful manner 

complained of herein to Plaintiffs’ irreparable harm. 

92. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law to compensate them for 

injuries suffered and threatened as a result of Defendants’ conduct.  As a direct and 

proximate result of Defendants’ actions, Plaintiffs have suffered damages in an 

amount to be proven at trial. 

COUNT IV - CANCELATION AND/OR REJECTION OF  
TRADEMARK APPLICATION AND REGISTRATION  

93. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 63 as fully set forth herein. 

94. This count seeks the cancelation or rejection of MLTT LLC’s 

application with the Trademark Office to register the mark “MAJOR LEAGUE 

TABLE TENNIS” pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1119. 

95. Based on the foregoing, Defendants’ effort to obtain a trademark 

registration for “MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS” is likely to cause confusion 
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with Plaintiffs’ George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis trademark and 

infringes upon Plaintiffs’ superior and senior rights under the George Braithwaite 

Major League Table Tennis mark. 

96. MLTT LLC is not entitled to receive registration for the “MAJOR 

LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS” mark, and the Court should issue judgment canceling 

any rights Defendants seek or allege in connection with their application or 

successful registration of “MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS” as a trademark. 

97. To the extent that MLTT LLC has not yet received successful 

registration of the mark, this Court is empowered to declare the mark unregistrable, 

and cancel the application due to the substantial nexus of Defendants’ application 

and the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark owned and utilized by 

Plaintiffs. 

98. Because the use of Defendants’ “MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS” 

mark in competition against Plaintiffs and their pre-existing use of the George 

Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark is likely to cause confusion, the Court 

should either cancel any rights claimed by Defendants with respect to their mark, or 

declare that Defendants are not entitled to receive a registered trademark for 

“MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS,” for the reasons alleged above. 
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COUNT V - FRAUDULENT INDUCEMENT  
(BY PONGSPACE AGAINST DEFENDANTS) 

99. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 63 as fully set forth herein. 

100. This is an action for fraudulent inducement by PongSpace against 

Defendants. 

101. Commencing in January 2023, Hu, on behalf of PongSpace, had several 

discussions and exchange of messages with Lane.  These communications were 

regular and reoccurring from at least January 13, 2023 through February 4, 2023, 

when Lane advised Hu of his intention to adopt the name Major League Table 

Tennis, and continuing thereafter. 

102. At all times during the parties’ communications, Lane expressly 

represented that he was interested in creating and developing a professional team 

table tennis league comprised of professional players to compete at the highest level 

of competitive team table tennis. 

103. Because of Lane’s express representations as to his vision and goal to 

develop a professional level team table tennis league, Hu and PongSpace believed 

there was potential synergy and that support of Lane on his endeavor could be 

beneficial for the expansion of table tennis in general, and the grassroots business 

model being developed by PongSpace in particular. 
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104. Lane’s representations individually, and on behalf of MLTT LLC, were 

false when made, or with reckless indifference of the truth. 

105. Based on Lane’s misrepresentations as to limiting his team league 

concept to high level professional players exclusively, Hu and PongSpace actively 

supported Defendants, including but not limited to suggesting board members, other 

interested members of the table tennis community to support Defendants, and even 

provided Defendants with PongSpace’s business plans and concepts.  Plaintiffs 

therefore were induced by, and relied upon, the misrepresentations of Lane. 

106. At some point in the spring of 2023, Lane communicated to Hu that he 

saw no value in the grassroots and far-reaching efforts envisioned by PongSpace to 

grow table tennis and all demographics of the amateur ranks.  Despite that 

representation, MLTT hired a key employee from PongSpace, and enlisted him as a 

key member and officer in MLTT LLC. 

107. Soon after, Defendants announced that in addition to the professional 

team table tennis league they sought to develop, they were also developing an 

amateur, grassroots table tennis team concept, similar to PongSpace’s business 

model, under the label “Minor League Table Tennis.” 

108. Defendants made the above misrepresentations knowing of their falsity 

or with reckless indifference of the truth, intending for PongSpace to rely upon them. 
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109. PongSpace has in fact relied upon the material misrepresentations of 

Lane, individually and on behalf of MLTT LLC to its detriment. 

110. As a result of PongSpace’s reliance on the material misrepresentations 

of Defendants, PongSpace has suffered damages in an amount to be proven at trial. 

COUNT VI - DEFAMATION  
(BY ALL PLAINTIFFS AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS)  

111. Plaintiffs repeat and reallege the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 63 as fully set forth herein. 

112. This count asserts defamation against Defendants based on their 

defamatory publication of falsehoods and misrepresentations against Plaintiffs. 

113. Lane, individually and on behalf of MLTT LLC, has published 

statements in the table tennis community that Plaintiffs are acting unethically, 

seeking to trade off of Defendants’ “Major League Table Tennis” trademark and 

otherwise steal Defendants’ business models and concepts for themselves. 

114. Defendants have made and published material misrepresentations and 

falsehoods about Plaintiffs in order to gain a competitive advantage, prejudice 

Plaintiffs’ business activities, and deter other customers, potential customers, 

vendors, sponsors, or others in the table tennis community from dealing with 

Plaintiffs. 

115. Defendants have made and published materially false and defamatory 

statements about Plaintiffs with disregard for the truth. 
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116. Defendants’ materially false statements and publications about 

Plaintiffs constitute defamation per se. 

117. Additionally, as a result of Defendants’ publication of materially false 

and defamatory statements about Plaintiffs, as set forth above, Plaintiffs have 

suffered damages in an amount to be proven at trial. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, Rio Negro Investment Partners LLC d/b/a 

PongSpace, Luz Maria Brissett, and Sharon Renee Braithwaite, demand judgment 

against Defendants, Major League Table Tennis LLC and Flint Lane, for: 

A. preliminary and permanent injunctive relief enjoining Defendants, their 

agents, employees, servants, privies, successors, and assigns, and all persons acting in 

concert, participation or combination with the Defendants, from using the George 

Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis mark, or any mark derivative of, 

coextensive with, or confusingly similar to that mark, including but not limited to 

Major League Table Tennis, absent steps, restrictions and parameters to ensure a 

lack of confusion; 

B. an award of damages in a sum to be determined at trial accounting for all 

losses by Plaintiffs, and/or all gains, profits and advantages derived by Defendants 

through the sale, advertisement, marketing and promotion of products, services and 

events that use, incorporate, or infringe the George Braithwaite Major League Table 

Tennis mark, any marks or designs similar thereto; 
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C. an award of damages in a sum to be determined at trial accounting for all 

losses by Plaintiffs as a result of Defendants’ tortious conduct and statutory violations; 

D. on submission of evidence supporting same, treble damages, punitive 

damages, reasonable attorneys’ fees, costs, and disbursements incurred by Plaintiffs in 

the prosecution of this action; and 

E. such other relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL  

Pursuant to Rule 38, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiffs hereby 

demand trial by jury on all issues so triable. 

 

Dated: July 15, 2024. Respectfully submitted, 

BECKER & POLIAKOFF, P.A. 
Counsel for Plaintiffs 
1 East Broward Blvd., Suite 1800 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 
Tel: (954) 987-7550 | Fax: (954) 985-4176 
kmarkow@beckerlawyers.com (primary) 
ygomezrivera@beckerlawyers.com (secondary) 
CourtMail@beckerlawyers.com (secondary) 
 
By:    /s/ Kevin Markow  

Kevin Markow, Esq. 
Florida Bar No.: 66982 

 
 

25272062v.1 
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December 2022 - Larry Hodges Blog about it on his blog – 
h�©p://www.tabletenniscoaching.com/blog?page=6 
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----- Forwarded Message -----
From:  Linda Leaf <linda.leaf@gmail.com>
To:  Linda Leaf <linda.leaf@gmail.com>
Sent:  Friday, June 30, 2023 at 10:12:29 PM EDT
Subject:  Table Tennis Activities and Events

Dear Table Tennis Players,

I hope that everyone is having a good summer, and I suspect that I will see many of you at
the US Nationals in Texas next week. Below are some table tennis events and competitions
that may interest you.

Team Tournament
As some of you already may know, there will not be a Badger Open this year due to financial
and staffing issues. However, we will be doing a two player team tournament on  Saturday,
September 16th . Please mark your calendars. The tournament flyer and registration will be
coming.

Major League Team Table Tennis  
Major League Table Tennis is coming to the Midwest! Please see attached flyer. Here is a brief
description of how the league will work:
- A region will have two to five divisions, which are based upon team ratings.
- A team consists of 3 to 5 players, any age and gender
- 3 players compete in a team match of 4 singles and one doubles.
- A team earns 3 points for a win and one point for a loss.
- Each team will compete against each of the other teams twice a season.
- Entry fee is $300/team which covers the venue fee for competitions and the entry to the
Nationals if a team qualifies.
- Prize money for the National Championship is $800 for 1st place and $400 for 2nd place.
There will be trophies for Divisional winners and second place.

If you are interested in being a team captain and organizing a team, please contact me.

Linda Leaf
USATT and ITTF Certified Level II Table Tennis Coach
IU/NR
414-281-3123
www.wisconsintto.com
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pongspace George Braithwaite
Major League
Table Tennis

Matches From
September to December

5 Divisions based on Team Rating
Groups in each Division
based on Geography

Midwest South - Northeast
Team Grouping will be Announced by

August!

5

$300 per Team!
3-5 People Each!

PRIZES!
1st Place $800
2nd Place $400

Tournament Play in Each Region
September, October, and November

Top Teams will Advance
to Championship in

 the Northeast
December 2023

4 Singles & 1 Doubles
3 Points Win - 1 Point LostCaptains, Book

Your Tables Here!
PongSpace.com/club-league-registration/
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On Thu, Aug 17, 2023 at 9:19�×AM Flint Lane <flint@mltt.com> wrote:
Hi,

Not sure who to send this to. As you probably know, we've been supportive of the George
Braithwaite League. We even hosted an event at my club in Princeton.

We'd like to ask that you stop using Major League Table Tennis and Major League Team
Table Tennis in your communications. This is creating confusion amongst fans, players,
coaches and the overall table tennis community. We also have a trademark on file for this
name.

Please let us know your decision on this matter as soon as possible.

Thx,

Flint Lane
CEO
Major League Table Tennis
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----- Forwarded Message -----
From:  Linda Leaf <linda.leaf@gmail.com>
To:  Linda Leaf <linda.leaf@gmail.com>
Sent:  Wednesday, August 23, 2023 at 07:11:07 PM EDT
Subject:  Table Tennis League and Tournament

Dear Table Tennis Players:

There may have  been some confusion between the two new table  tennis leagues. There is the
Major League Table Tennis which is just starting  and focuses on elite players and professional
competitions around the country. The other league is the George Braithwaite Major League
Table Tennis, which targets local players and emphasizes building table tennis at the
grassroots level where everyone can enjoy team league competition. The tournament on
September 30th, at Spin Chicago is a George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis event.

Here is a link where you can find out more information and sign up a team. It is not on
Omnipong.
 Club League – Pongspace

Also, don't forget there is the 2023 WTTO Team Open in Wisconsin on September 16th. A
team is only two to three players, and you will play a lot of matches! Attached is the
tournament flyer and you can sign up on Omnipong.

Linda Leaf
USATT and ITTF Certified Level II Table Tennis Coach
IU/NR
414-281-3123
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Luz Maria Brissett 
50 E Ridgewood Ave, #166 

Ridgewood, NJ  07450 
 

             

May 20, 2024 
 
Mr. Flint A Lane 
520 Yucca Rd 
Naples, FL  34102 
 
Flint@mltt.com 
 
Dear Flint, 

�®�ô�Ù���:�U�ô�Ù�e�����\�Ù�+�ô�e�e�ô�X�Ù�±�2�î�\�Ù�…�:�j�Ù�•�ô�+�+.  Following our recent conversation regarding the cease-and-
desist letter, we both agreed that the names Major League Table Tennis and George Braithwaite 
Major League Table Tennis are causing confusion.  Therefore, I have engaged in discussions   
regarding this matter and other issues we previously addressed.  

We appreciate your proposal to alter our name to George Braithwaite Club League or another name 
to alleviate the confusion.  However, your suggestion deviates from decades of thought and plans 
that “ the Chief” George Braithwaite had before his passing away.  It violates the spirit of what the 
Chief wanted.  He wanted a “Major League” for table tennis regardless of skill level, age, race, sex, 
and socio-economic backgrounds.  The George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis is an 
inclusive league for all of us in the US.  We understand your vision of “Major League Table Tennis” as 
a professional sport.  After careful consideration, we propose that you make an amendment to your 
league to something like Flint Major League Table Tennis.  This way, we can both coexist using the 
words “Major League Table Tennis” while clearly distinguishing your vision of the league a�\�Ù�î���¯�ô�X�ô�2�e�Ù
from the one of the Chief’s. 

Please advise us on your thoughts on this matter at your earliest convenience.   

Sincerely, 

 

Luz Maria Brissett 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATESDISTRICTCOURT
for the

__________ District of __________ 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff(s)

v. Civil Action No.

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk

           Middle District of Florida

RIO NEGRO INVESTMENT PARTNERS LLC d/b/a 
PONGSPACE, LUZ MARIA BRISSETT, and 

SHARON RENEE BRAITHWAITE

MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS, LLC, a Delaware 
limited liability company, and FLINT LANE

MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS, LLC
c/o Rocket Corporate Services Inc., Registered Agent
2140 S. Dupont Highway
Camden, DE  19934

Kevin Markow, Esq. (Florida Bar No.: 66982)
BECKER & POLIAKOFF, P.A.
1 East Broward Blvd., Suite 1800
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301
Tel: (954) 987-7550 | Fax: (954) 985-4176
kmarkow@beckerlawyers.com
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE
(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on(date) .

�u I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

�u I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

�u I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

 designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

�u I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

�u Other(specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:

0.00
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATESDISTRICTCOURT
for the

__________ District of __________ 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff(s)

v. Civil Action No.

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk

           Middle District of Florida

RIO NEGRO INVESTMENT PARTNERS LLC d/b/a 
PONGSPACE, LUZ MARIA BRISSETT, and 

SHARON RENEE BRAITHWAITE

MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS, LLC, a Delaware 
limited liability company, and FLINT LANE

FLINT LANE
520 Yucca Road
Naples, FL  34102

Kevin Markow, Esq. (Florida Bar No.: 66982)
BECKER & POLIAKOFF, P.A.
1 East Broward Blvd., Suite 1800
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301
Tel: (954) 987-7550 | Fax: (954) 985-4176
kmarkow@beckerlawyers.com
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE
(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on(date) .

�u I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

�u I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

�u I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

 designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

�u I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

�u Other(specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:

0.00
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