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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following parties oppose registration of the indicated application.

Opposers information

date

ends

Name Rio Negro Investment Partners LLC
Entity Limited Liability Company Incorporated or Delaware
registered in
Address 30-10 41ST AVENUE, SUITE 122
QUEENS, NY 11101
UNITED STATES
Name Luz M Brissett
Entity Individual Incorporated or UNITED STATES
registered in
Address 50 E RIDGEWOOD AVENUE, #166
RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07450
UNITED STATES
Name Sharon R Braithwaite
Entity Individual Incorporated or UNITED STATES
registered in
Address 874 43RD STREET
BROOKLYN, NY 11232
UNITED STATES
Attorney informa- | AFSCHINEH LATIFI
tion TUCKER&AMP;AMP; LATIFI, LLP
160 EAST 84TH STREET, SUITE 5-E
NEW YORK, NY 10028
UNITED STATES
Primary email: alatifi@tuckerlatifi.com
2124726262
Docket no.
Applicant information
Application no. 97882162 Publication date 09/24/2024
Opposition filing 10/09/2024 Opposition period | 10/24/2024

Applicant

Major League Table Tennis, LLC
745 ALEXANDER RD #9
PRINCETON, NJ 08540
UNITED STATES

Goods/services affected by opposition

| Class 041. First Use: None First Use In Commerce: None




All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Entertainment services in the nature of pro-
fessional athletes competing in Table Tennis

Grounds for opposition

| Priority and likelihood of confusion | Trademark Act Section 2(d)

Mark cited by opposer as basis for opposition

U.S. application 98175685 Application date 09/12/2023
no.
Registration date | NONE Foreign priority NONE
date
Word mark GEORGE BRAITHWAITE MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS
Design mark
Gigorge Hraithwaice Mg
Leapgoe Table Tonmis
Description of NONE
mark
Goods/services Class 041. First use: First Use: Nov 24, 2022 First Use In Commerce: Nov 24,
2022

Entertainment services, namely, arranging and conducting of competitions in the
field of table tennis from beginner level to elite professional level

Related proceed- | Case 2:24-cv-00652 (M.D. Fla.)

ings
Attachments 98175685#TMSN.png( bytes )
Pongspace Opposition 10-24-24.pdf(97750 bytes )
Signature /Afschineh Latifi/
Name Afschineh Latifi

Date 10/09/2024




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In the matter of Application Serial Nos. 97/882162
Trademarks: MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS
Published: September 24, 2024

Rio Negro Investment Partners LLC d/b/a Pongspace,
Luz Maria Brissett, and Sharon Renee Braithwaite,

Opposition No.
Opposers,
-against- App. Serial No. 97/882162
Major Leage Table Tennis, LLC,
Applicant.
NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Opposers, Rio Negro Investment Partners LLC d/b/a Pongspace,
Luz Maria Brissett, and Sharon Renee Braithwaite (“Opposers"), through their undersigned
counsel, are filing this opposition based upon the belief that they will be damaged by the
registration of Application Serial No. 97/882162 for the mark MAJOR LEAGUE TABLE
TENNIS (hereinafter “the Infringing Mark”) filed by Major League Table Tennis, LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company of 745 Alexander Road, #9, Princeton, NJ 08540
(“Applicant”) and hereby oppose registration of the Infringing Mark.

As grounds for their opposition, Opposers allege that:

1. Opposer, Rio Negro Investment Partners LL.C d/b/a Pongspace
(“Pongspace”), is a Delaware limited liability company, authorized to do business in the
State of New York, with an office and place of business located at 30-10 41* Avenue, Suite
122, Queens, New York, 11101. Opposers, Luz Maria Brissett (“Brissett””) and Sharon

Renee Braithwait (“Braithwaite”) are both individuals residing at 50 E. Ridgewood Avenue,



#166, Ridgewood, New Jersey 07450 and 874 43" Street, Brooklyn, New York 11232,
respectively.

2. Opposers Brissett and Braithwaite are the owners of U.S.
Application Serial No. 98/175685 for the mark GEORGE BRAITHWAITE MAJOR
LEAGUE TABLE TENNIS (hereinafter “the Mark™) as used in connection with
“entertainment services, namely arranging and conducting of competitions in the field of
table tennis from beginner level to elite professional level” in class 41, use of which dates
back to November 24, 2022.

3. Opposer, Braithwaite, is the daughter of legend and icon, Geroge
Braithwaite, known as “the Chief” and renowned worldwide in table tennis circles. Mr.
Braithwaite was a true ambassador of table tennis and a member of the United States Table
Tennis Hall of Fame and the former Vice President of the Unties States Table Tennis
Association.

4. With the full knowledge of Opposer’s Mark and business plans for
table tennis leagues and tournaments, events and related endeavors, Applicant filed an
application for the Infringing Mark Mark on April 11, 2023 for “Entertainment services in
the nature of professional athletes competing in Table Tennis” based on intent to use.
Applicant was fully aware of Opposers’ prior use of their Mark and even hosted
tournaments for the George Braithwaite Major League Table Tennis at Lane’s club in
Princeton, New Jersey, during the Spring of 2023, right before filing for the Infringing
Mark.

5. Additionally, since they first started using the Mark back in 2022,
Opposers have continuously used and promoted the Mark throughout the United States.
Opposers have priority of use in connection with the Mark over disputed elements of
Applicant’s Mark, which is also evident from the face of the respective Applications.

6. Opposers have also made the Mark famous through their
uninterrupted and continuous use of the Mark, thus making the Mark readily identifiable
by the relevant public with Opposers.

7. Further, as a result of the unsolicited and solicited press for the
Mark and the services with which the Mark is used, consumers are likely to mistakenly

believe that Applicant’s services originate from Opposers, or that the services are



somehow sponsored, authorized or approved by Opposers, when in fact they are not, all
to the detriment of and damage to the reputation of Opposers and their Mark.

8. The registration by Applicant of the Infringing Mark will dilute
and impair Opposers’ rights in their Mark, which they have spent years cultivating,
promoting, and making famous in the United States. If Applicant is permitted to register
its Infringing Mark, such registration will result in the inability of Opposers’ Mark to
function as an indicator of origin of their services and will also create confusion in the
marketplace as to the source of their services, not to mention that it will cause irreparable
harm to Opposers’ reputation.

9. Opposers are threatened with irreparable harm from the potential
registration of Applicant’s Mark.

10.  Accordingly, Opposers have also initiated litigation in the U.S.
District Court for the Middle District of Florida raising these same issues in connection
with the Mark, Applicant’s Mark and the damages threatened by Applicant’s actions.
That case is Rio Negro Investment Partners LLC, et al. v. Major League Table Tennis,
LLC, et al., Case No. 2:24-cv-00652 (M.D. Fla.) (the “Litigation”). In further support of
this Opposition, and to the extent appropriate, Opposers incorporate their Complaint from

the Litigation so supplement this Opposition and the basis to reject Applicant’s Mark.

WHEREFORE, Opposers respectfully pray that this Notice of Opposition be
sustained, and that the registration of Application Serial No. 97/882162 be refused,
and that the registration of the trademark therein sought, for the services therein

specified, be denied, and refused.

Dated: New York, New York
October 9, 2024 Respectfully submitted,

Attt Lot
Afschineh Latifi, Esq.
Tucker & Latifi, LLP
Attorneys for Opposers
160 East 84" Street
New York, NY 10028
(212) 472-6262
Alatifi@tuckerlatifi.com



mailto:Alatifi@tuckerlatifi.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

It is hereby certified that a true copy of the foregoing Notice of Opposition was
served on Applicant via first class mail, postage prepaid, this 9th day of October 2024, as
follows:

Major League Table Tennis, LLC
745 Alexander Road, #9
Princeton, NJ 08540

Afschineh Latifi




