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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Sweetgreen, Inc.,
Opposer, Opposition No. 91292342
VS. Application No. 97895492
SweGreen AB, Mark: SWEGREEN
Applicant.

ANSWER TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Applicant SweGreen AB answers the Notice of Opposition, filed by Sweetgreen, Inc., as follows:

PREAMBLE. Opposer Sweetgreen, Inc. (“Opposer” or “Sweetgreen”), a corporation
organized under the laws of California having its principal place of business at 3102 West 36th
Street, Los Angeles, California 90018, believes that it will be damaged by the registration of the
mark SWEGREEN (“Applicant’s Mark™) in connection with the goods identified in Application
Serial No. 97895492 (the “Subject Application”) filed by Applicant SweGreen AB (“Applicant™),
a Swedish aktiebolag with an address of record at Ralambsvéigen 17, Stockholm, Sweden 11259.
Sweetgreen, having previously been granted an extension of time through June 26, 2024, hereby
opposes the Subject Application:

ANSWER: Applicant denies that Opposer will be damaged by the registration
of Applicant’s SWEGREEN trademark shown in U.S. Application Serial No. 97895492. Applicant
admits that it is a Swedish aktiebolag with an address of record at Rdlambsvigen 17, 11259
Stockholm, Sweden. Applicant admits that Opposer had been previously granted an extension of
time to oppose the subject application through June 26, 2024. Otherwise, Applicant does not have
sufficient information to admit or deny the remaining allegations in the PREAMBLE and therefore
they are denied.

1.  Sweetgreen is a mission-driven, next generation restaurant and lifestyle brand that

serves healthy food at scale. Its chain of highly popular restaurants provides simple, seasonal,
healthy food in partnership with community producers and farmers.



ANSWER: Applicant does not have sufficient information to admit or deny the
allegations in numbered paragraph 1 and therefore they are denied.

2. Since at least as early as August 1, 2007, Sweetgreen has consistently used its
SWEETGREEN trademark to market and identify its restaurant and catering services, including
associated goods such as the salads and bowls it serves, through various advertising media,
including on various social media platforms.

ANSWER: Applicant does not have sufficient information to admit or deny the
allegations in numbered paragraph 2 and therefore they are denied.

3.  Inaddition to its unique menu offering, one of Sweetgreen’s differentiating features
is its end-to-end supply chain that begins with more than 200 domestic food partners, such as
farmers, and culminates in delicious, high-quality food for its customers. Sweetgreen builds direct
relationships with its farmers and growers and showcases them on the walls of every restaurant
and spotlights them on its digital platform, as shown in the example below. [Picture omitted. ]

ANSWER: Applicant does not have sufficient information to admit or deny the
allegations in numbered paragraph 3 and therefore they are denied.
4. Sweetgreen is the owner of numerous trademark registrations for SWEETGREEN

and SWEETGREEN-formative marks in the United States and abroad. These include, but are not
limited to, (1) U.S. Registration No. 3454783 for SWEETGREEN for “Restaurant Services and

Catering Services” in Class 42; (2) U.S. Registration No. 7318874 for Sweetgreen
for “Vegetable salads; garden salads; prepared entrees consisting primarily of meat, fish, poultry,
or vegetables” in Class 29 and “Restaurant services; catering services” in Class 43; U.S.
Registration No. 5232756 for SWEETGREEN for “Salad dressing; vinegar” in Class 30; and U.S.
Registration No. 5934110 for SWEETGREEN OUTPOST for “Retail store services primarily
featuring salads, sandwiches, and frozen yogurt; on-line ordering services in the field of restaurant
take-out and delivery” in Class 35.

ANSWER: Applicant admits that records for the listed applications and
registrations exist in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office’s online database. Otherwise, Applicant
does not have sufficient information to admit or deny the remaining allegations in numbered

paragraph 4 and therefore they are denied.



5. Sweetgreen has expended significant resources in marketing and promoting its
goods and services under the SWEETGREEN mark and, as a result, has obtained widespread
consumer recognition in its mark.

ANSWER: Applicant does not have sufficient information to admit or deny the
allegations in numbered paragraph 5 and therefore they are denied.

6. By means of the Subject Application, Applicant seeks to register Applicant’s Mark
in connection with “natural plants and flowers” in Class 31, “scientific research relating to genetics
of plants” in Class 42, and “greenhouse services; crop cultivation for others; cultivation advisory
services relating to horticulture; cultivation advisory services relating to agriculture” in Class 44.

ANSWER: Admitted.
7. Applicant filed the Subject Application on April 19, 2023.
ANSWER: Admitted.

8. On February 27, 2024, the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office published the Subject
Application for opposition in the Official Gazette.

ANSWER: Admitted
9.  According to Applicant’s website, Applicant offers and operates in-store farms and
a growing platform for use by food retailers and restaurateurs under the SWEGREEN mark.
Applicant’s website also displays SWEGREEN-branded leafy greens, which, on information and
belief, are sold through Applicant’s in-store farms. [Picture omitted.]

ANSWER: Admitted.

10.  On information and belief, Applicant has not yet provided any goods or services
under Applicant’s Mark in the United States.

ANSWER: Admitted.

11.  Opposer incorporates by reference Paragraphs 1 through 10 above, as if fully set
forth herein.

ANSWER: Applicant repeats and incorporates by reference its answers to
Paragraphs 1-10.

12.  Sweetgreen has priority over Applicant’s Mark by virtue of its actual trademark use
and registrations for the SWEETGREEN and related marks in connection with its restaurant



services, salads, and related goods, which predate the priority date of Applicant’s Mark by over a
decade.

ANSWER: Applicant does not have sufficient information to admit or deny the
allegations in numbered paragraph 12 and therefore they are denied.

13.  Applicant’s SWEGREEN mark and Sweetgreen’s SWEETGREEN mark differ
only by two letters and are highly similar in sound and appearance. Because of this similarity,
these marks are likely to engender the same connotation and overall commercial impression when
4 considered in connection with Applicant’s and Sweetgreen’s respective goods and services,
which are closely related. Therefore, the marks are confusingly similar.

ANSWER: Denied.

14. The Subject Application identifies goods which are closely related to the goods
offered under Sweetgreen’s SWEETGREEN mark.

ANSWER: Denied.

15.  As the description of goods in the Subject Application contains no restrictions or
limitations as to Applicant’s channels of trade, the Board and Sweetgreen may assume that
Applicant’s Mark will be used in all accepted channels of trade, including those overlapping with
Sweetgreen’s channels of trade.

ANSWER: Denied.

16. Sweetgreen is not affiliated or connected with Applicant or its goods, nor has
Sweetgreen endorsed or sponsored Applicant or its goods.

ANSWER: Admitted.

17. Sweetgreen has no control over the nature and quality of the goods that Applicant
offers or intends to offer under Applicant’s Mark.

ANSWER: Admitted.

18. Registration of Applicant’s Mark will damage Opposer because Applicant’s Mark,
when used in connection with the goods identified in the Subject Application, is likely to cause
confusion, mistake, or deception as to the affiliation, connection, or association of Applicant with
Opposer, or as to the origin, sponsorship, or approval of Applicant’s offerings and commercial
activities by Opposer. Thus, Applicant’s Mark should not be registered under 15 U.S.C. § 1063.

ANSWER: Denied.

Applicant denies that Opposer is entitled to the relief sought.



WHEREFORE, Applicant prays that this opposition be dismissed.

Date: October 3, 2024 Respectfully Submitted,
By: /Maurine Knutsson/
Maurine Knutsson
Knutsson [P AB

Nelinsgatan 14

603 45 Norrkoping

Sweden

(T) 708-609-7793
maurine@knutssonip.com
trademarks(@knutssonip.com

Attorney for Applicant



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that on October 3, 2024, a copy of the foregoing ANSWER TO NOTICE
OF OPPOSITION was served on the following counsel of record for Opposer, via email, addressed

as follows:

trademarks(@cooley.com

1po(@cooley.com

cghazarian@cooley.com

ostokes(@cooley.com

By: /maurineknutsson/
Maurine Knutsson
Knutsson [P AB
Attorney for Applicant




