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Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer information

Name

FRAME LA BRANDS, LLC

Granted to date
of previous ex-
tension

11/15/2023

Address

3578 HAYDEN AVENUE
SUITE N1

CULVER CITY, CA 90232
UNITED STATES

Attorney informa-
tion

STEVEN J. SOLOMON

PEARNE & GORDON LLP

1801 EAST 9TH STREET

SUITE 1200

CLEVELAND, OH 44114

UNITED STATES

Primary email: TMdocket@pearne.com
Secondary email(s): kwebb@pearne.com
2165791700

Docket no.

FAE1-O1461

Applicant information

Application no. 97168628 Publication date 07/18/2023
Opposition filing 11/15/2023 Opposition period | 11/15/2023
date ends
International re- NONE International re- NONE
gistration no. gistration date
Applicant Mith S.R.L.

VIA ARZIGNANO 26

CHIAMPO (VI), 36072

ITALY

Goods/services affected by opposition

Class 025. First Use: None First Use In Commerce: None
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Clothing, namely, blouses, shorts for wo-
men, men, adults, children, hand warmers, knee warmers, arm warmers, neck warmers, underarm
clothing shields, perspiration absorbent underwear clothing, base layers;Padded elbow compression
sleeves sold as an integral component of athletic clothing, namely, jersey and uniform, body suits for
women, men, adults, children;Sweatshirts for women, men, adults, children;Sun protective clothing,
namely, pants, trousers, shorts, gloves, t-shirts, sweaters, skirts, socks, jackets;Coats for women,
men, adults, children;Sweatpants for adults, children, women, men; Mantles;Headbands for cloth-
ing;Clothing incorporating LEDs, namely, jackets being waterproof jackets, wind resistant jackets,
clothing jackets and track jackets; Bodysuits;Latex clothing, namely, bodysuits, sweaters, gloves, t-
shirt, trousers, skirts, pants, shorts, socks, jackets;Jumpers in the nature of coveralls treated with fire




and heat retardants for adults, children, women, men;Headgear, namely, headwear, head sweat-
bands, head scarves, eyeshades as headwear, caps being headwear, clothing head wraps, visors
being headwear, and face masks being headwear;Clothing of imitations of leather, namely, blouses,
shorts for women, men, adults, children, body suits for women, men, adults, children, mantles, head-
bands for clothing;Clothing of leather, namely, leather harnesses worn by people as clothing,
blouses, shorts for women, men, adults, children, body suits for women, men, adults, children,
mantles, headbands for clothing;Waterproof clothing, namely, caps, blouses, shorts for women, men,
adults, children;Travel clothing sold together as a unit comprising reversible jackets, pants, skirts,
tops and a belt or scarf, mantles and headbands for clothing;Thermally-insulated clothing, namely,
caps, blouses, shorts for women, men, adults and children;Dresses; Dressing gowns; Thermal under-
wear; Underwear; Shirts; Hats; Casual jackets; Clothing belts; Suits; Cravats; Jackets being water-
proof jackets, wind resistant jackets, clothing jackets and track jackets; Gilets; Skirts; Aprons; Shell
jackets; Gloves; Trench coats; Leggings; Jerseys being clothing; Hosiery; Sweaters; Sleep masks;
Pants; Trousers; Parkas; Furs being clothing; Pajamas; Shoes; Collar protector pads and strips for
application to clothing collars; Underpants; Tee-shirts; Sandals

Grounds for opposition

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act Section 2(d)

No bona fide intent to use mark in commerce for | Trademark Act Section 1(b), 44(e) or 66(a)
identified goods or services

Marks cited by opposer as basis for opposition

U.S. registration 5270809 Application date 01/27/2017

no.

Register Principal

Registration date | 08/22/2017 Foreign priority NONE

date

Word mark FRAME

Design mark

Description of The mark consists of the word "FRAME" in stylized lettering.

mark

Goods/services Class 025. First use: First Use: Dec 26, 2016 First Use In Commerce: Dec 26,
2016

Clothing, namely, jackets, shirts, dresses, trousers, jeans, sweaters, blouses,
vests, blazers and skirts

U.S. registration 5166888 Application date 12/29/2014

no.

Register Principal

Registration date | 03/21/2017 Foreign priority NONE

date

Word mark FRAME

Design mark

Description of The mark consists of the word "FRAME" in stylized lettering.

mark

Goods/services Class 035. First use: First Use: Apr 18, 2016 First Use In Commerce: Apr 18,
2016

On-line retail store services featuring shoulder bags, tote bags, jeans, overalls,
jackets, shirts, tank tops, t-shirts, skirts, shorts, dresses, jumpers, trousers,
scarves, gloves, hats, belts, footwear, shoes, wraps, sweatshirts, sweatpants,
sweaters, socks, rainwear, swimwear, sleepwear, beachwear, [ underwear,
lingerie, ] blouses, vests, blazers, [ ponchos, ] jumpsuits, [ tights | and play suits




U.S. registration 5556035 Application date 12/29/2014

no.

Register Principal

Registration date | 09/04/2018 Foreign priority NONE
date

Word mark FRAME

Design mark

Description of
mark

The mark consists of the word "FRAME" in stylized lettering.

Goods/services

Class 018. First use: First Use: Mar 2018 First Use In Commerce: Mar 2018

Travelling bags; travel cases; holdalls; handbags; shoulder bags; cosmetic bags
sold empty; rucksacks; backpacks; satchels; clutch bags; all-purpose carrying
bags; tote bags; beach bags; overnight bags; duffel bags; leather and imitation
leather bags; toiletry bags sold empty; leather cases; leather shopping bags;
wallets; purses

U.S. registration 5882225 Application date 09/07/2018

no.

Register Principal

Registration date | 10/15/2019 Foreign priority NONE
date

Word mark FRAME

Design mark

Description of NONE

mark

Goods/services

Class 016. First use: First Use: Feb 28, 2018 First Use In Commerce: Feb 28,
2018

Magazines in the field of fashion, apparel and apparel accessories

Class 041. First use: First Use: Feb 23, 2018 First Use In Commerce: Feb 23,
2018

Providing on-line magazines in the field of fashion, apparel and apparel ac-
cessories

Attachments

FAE1-O1461-Notice-of-Opp-01.pdf(592382 bytes )
N.Oppo-Exhibit A.pdf(196074 bytes )
N.Oppo-Exhibit B.pdf(207049 bytes )
N.Oppo-Exhibit C.pdf(209075 bytes )
N.Oppo-Exhibit D.pdf(182654 bytes )
N.Oppo-Exhibit E.pdf(592153 bytes )
N.Oppo-Exhibit F.pdf(5075070 bytes )

Signature

/stevenjsolomon/

Name

STEVEN J. SOLOMON

Date

11/15/2023




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Frame LA Brands, LLC Opposition No.:
Opposer, Application No.: 97/168,628
V. Mark: QUICKDRY FRAME
(stylized)
MITH S.R.L. Appl'n Filed: December 13, 2021
Applicant.
Published: July 18, 2023

Trademark Trial and Appeal Board
PO Box 1451
Alexandria, VA 22313-1451

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Frame LA Brands, LLC (hereafter "Frame" or "Opposer"), believes it will be

damaged by MITH S.R.L.’s (hereinafter "MITH" or "Applicant") registration of the mark

UICKORY L .
FraMe pyrsuant to application No. 97/168,628, and accordingly opposes the

registration thereof.

Background

1. The Applicant’s mark in the ‘628 application was published for opposition
on July 18, 2023. On August 15, 2023, Opposer timely filed a request for a 90-day
extension of time to oppose the registration of Applicant's mark. Opposer's request was
granted, and the deadline for Opposer to file its Notice of Opposition was extended to

November 15, 2023. Accordingly, the present Notice of Opposition is timely filed by that
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date.
The Parties

2. Frame LA Brands, LLC is a limited-liability company organized and
existing under the laws of the state of California, and has a principal place of business
at 3578 Hayden Avenue, Suite N-1, Culver City, California 90232, United States.

3. On information and belief based on the United States Patent and
Trademark Office’s Trademark Status and Document Retrieval Database, Applicant is
limited-liability company (societa a responsabilita limitata) of Italy an address at Via

Arzignano 26, Chiampo 36072, Italy.

Opposer’s FRAME Marks

4. Opposer is the owner of U.S. Trademark Registration No. 5,270,809 for
FRAME in connection with “Clothing, namely, jackets, shirts, dresses, trousers, jeans,
sweaters, blouses, vests, blazers and skirts” in International Class 25.

5. The Opposer’s ‘809 registration was filed January 27, 2017 and issued on
August 22, 2017, and is valid and subsisting. A copy of the Office’s Trademark Status &
Document Retrieval (“TSDR”) record of the ‘809 registration is attached as Exhibit A.

6. The Opposer’s 809 registration is incontestable pursuant to 15 USC §
1065.

7. Opposer also is the owner of U.S. Trademark Registration No. 5,166,888
for FRAME in connection with “On-line retail store services featuring shoulder bags, tote
bags, jeans, overalls, jackets, shirts, tank tops, t-shirts, skirts, shorts, dresses, jumpers,

trousers, scarves, gloves, hats, belts, footwear, shoes, wraps, sweatshirts, sweatpants,
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sweaters, socks, rainwear, swimwear, sleepwear, beachwear, underwear, lingerie,
blouses, vests, blazers, ponchos, jumpsuits, tights and play suits,” in International Class
35.

8. The Opposer’s ‘888 registration was filed December 29, 2014 and issued
on March 21, 2017, and is valid and subsisting. A copy of the TSDR record of the ‘888
registration is attached as Exhibit B.

9. Opposer’s ‘888 registration is incontestable pursuant to 15 USC § 1065.

10.  Opposer also is the owner of U.S. Trademark Registration No. 5,556,035
for FRAME in connection with “Travelling bags; travel cases; holdalls; handbags;
shoulder bags; cosmetic bags sold empty; rucksacks; backpacks; satchels; clutch bags;
all-purpose carrying bags; tote bags; beach bags; overnight bags; duffel bags; leather
and imitation leather bags; toiletry bags sold empty; leather cases; leather shopping
bags; wallets; purses,” in International Class 18.

11.  The Opposer’s ‘035 registration issued on September 4, 2018, and is valid
and subsisting. A copy of the TSDR record of the ‘035 registration is attached as
Exhibit C.

12. Opposer also is the owner of U.S. Trademark Registration No. 5,882,225
for FRAME in connection with “Magazines in the field of fashion, apparel and apparel
accessories,” in International Class 16 and “Providing on-line magazines in the field of
fashion, apparel and apparel accessories,” in International Class 41.

13.  The Opposer’s ‘225 registration was filed September 7, 2018 and issued
on October 15, 2019, and is valid and subsisting. A copy of the TSDR record of the

‘225 regqistration is attached as Exhibit D.
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14. Through continuous and exclusive use of the FRAME in connection with
the aforementioned goods and services, the Opposer is the exclusive owner of that

mark in the United States in connection therewith.

Applicant’s QUICKDRY FRAME Mark

15.  Applicant has filed U.S. Trademark Application serial No. 97/168,628 to

register the mark QUICKRR\{ in connection with a wide variety of clothing articles in
Class 025, namely: “Clothing, namely, blouses, shorts for women, men, adults, children,
hand warmers, knee warmers, arm warmers, neck warmers, underarm clothing shields,
perspiration absorbent underwear clothing, base layers; Padded elbow compression
sleeves sold as an integral component of athletic clothing, namely, jersey and uniform,
body suits for women, men, adults, children; Sweatshirts for women, men, adults,
children; Sun protective clothing, namely, pants, trousers, shorts, gloves, t-shirts,
sweaters, skirts, socks, jackets; Coats for women, men, adults, children; Sweatpants for
adults, children, women, men; Mantles; Headbands for clothing; Clothing incorporating
LEDs, namely, jackets being waterproof jackets, wind resistant jackets, clothing jackets
and track jackets; Bodysuits; Latex clothing, namely, bodysuits, sweaters, gloves, t-
shirt, trousers, skirts, pants, shorts, socks, jackets; Jumpers in the nature of coveralls
treated with fire and heat retardants for adults, children, women, men; Headgear,
namely, headwear, head sweatbands, head scarves, eyeshades as headwear, caps
being headwear, clothing head wraps, visors being headwear, and face masks being
headwear; Clothing of imitations of leather, namely, blouses, shorts for women, men,

adults, children, body suits for women, men, adults, children, mantles, headbands for
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clothing; Clothing of leather, namely, leather harnesses worn by people as clothing,
blouses, shorts for women, men, adults, children, body suits for women, men, adults,
children, mantles, headbands for clothing; Waterproof clothing, namely, caps, blouses,
shorts for women, men, adults, children; Travel clothing sold together as a unit
comprising reversible jackets, pants, skirts, tops and a belt or scarf, mantles and
headbands for clothing; Thermally-insulated clothing, namely, caps, blouses, shorts for
women, men, adults and children; Dresses; Dressing gowns; Thermal underwear;
Underwear; Shirts; Hats; Casual jackets; Clothing belts; Suits; Cravats; Jackets being
waterproof jackets, wind resistant jackets, clothing jackets and track jackets; Gilets;
Skirts; Aprons; Shell jackets; Gloves; Trench coats; Leggings; Jerseys being clothing;
Hosiery; Sweaters; Sleep masks; Pants; Trousers; Parkas; Furs being clothing;
Pajamas; Shoes; Collar protector pads and strips for application to clothing collars;
Underpants; Tee-shirts; Sandals

16. The Applicant’s ‘628 application was filed December 13, 2021, on an
intent-to-use basis and claiming priority from European Trademark No. 018498200 filed
June 21, 2021. No use in US commerce has been asserted. Accordingly, the
Opposer’s pleaded registrations and the use dates set forth therein predate any priority
date that the Applicant may claim in this proceeding. Therefore, Opposer’s pleaded

registrations and FRAME mark have priority over the Applicant’s ‘628 application.

There Exists a Likelihood of Confusion
Between Opposer’s and Applicant’s Marks

_ UICKORY , . o
17.  The Applicant’s Framemark is sufficiently similar to Opposer’'s
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FRAME mark, as embodied in the pleaded registrations, as to be likely to cause mistake
or confusion, or to deceive, when those marks are used in connection with the same or

similar goods and services.

, . UICKDRY ,
18.  The literal element of Applicant’s Framemark is “QUICKDRY

FRAME,” which bodily incorporates the Opposer’s well-known FRAME mark, modified
by the adjective “quickdry.” The term “quickdry” is merely descriptive of a feature of the

Applicant’s products, and therefore contributes no distinctiveness to its mark.

19. Indeed, during prosecution of the ‘628 application the Examining Attorney
inquired whether the wording “QUICKDRY” had any significance applied to the
applicant’s goods. Specifically, the Examining Attorney asked, “[a]re the clothing goods
with which the mark is intended for use to be comprised of a fast-drying material?” See
Office action dated September 26, 2022. In the response filed February 4, 2023 the
Applicant did not answer the Examining Attorney’s inquiry. Instead, the Applicant

simply disclaimed “QUICK DRY.”

20. Notably, however, in response to a Section 2(d) refusal set forth in the
aforementioned Office action, which cited earlier-registered QWICK-DRY and QWIK-
DRI marks for similar goods, the Applicant argued as follows:

The asserted registrations are intentional misspellings of “quick
dry,” on the Supplemental Register and have different owners.

The novel spelling/misspelling of QWICK-DRY is merely
descriptive for QUICK DRY and is incapable of becoming distinctive
for QUICK DRY and therefore cannot be used as a basis to refuse
registration to the fair use of same. [Case citations omitted].

Applicant attaches screenshots [omitted from this Notice of
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Opposition, but found in the record of the ‘628 application] for common law
descriptive use of QUICK DRY identifying consumer understanding as
a property of clothing. Applicant also attaches Registrations [also omitted
here but found in the ‘628 application record] on the principal Register that
use “QUICK DRY” in the identification. Applicant amends its goods to
identify as “quick dry” and disclaims “QUICK DRY” obviating or
mooting the refusal thereof.

Office action response filed by Applicant in the ‘628 application, dated February 4,

2023 (emphasis added).

21. As seen above the Applicant has expressly admitted that “QUICKDRY”

merely describes a feature of its products in the ‘628 application.

22. Notably, the Applicant even amended its goods description in the Office
action response dated February 4, 2023 to limit all the goods in Class 025 to say that

“all the foregoing [goods in the class] being quick dry.”

23. The Applicant has filed a patent application for its “QUICK DRY” technology,
namely PCT patent application PCT/IT2021/050370, entitled “PROCEDURE FOR
OBTAINING WATER/OIL REPELLANT FABRICS AND/OR LEATHERS AND
RELATED PRODUCT THUS OBTAINED.” A copy of Applicant’s aforementioned PCT

patent application is attached as Exhibit E.

24. On information and belief, the PCT patent application at Exhibit E is directed

to the method of making the products that Applicant intends to sell in the US under its

' The Examining Attorney removed this limitation via Examiner's Amendment dated
June 5, 2023 after consultation with Applicant’s counsel, which appears to have been
an improper re-expansion of the goods following a narrowing amendment.
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UICKDRY o
FRAME mark, as well as the process of obtaining those products.

25. Accordingly, as evidenced at least by the Applicant’s arguments made during
prosecution of the ‘628 application, the Applicant’s disclaimer of “QUICK DRY” in that
application, the Applicant's amendment of its goods description to require all Class-025
products to be “quick dry,” and Applicant’s aforementioned PCT patent application
directed at “OBTAINING WATER/OIL REPELLANT FABRICS...” and intended to cover
those products, it is not in dispute that “QUICKDRY” in the Applicant’s mark is purely

descriptive of an attribute of the Class 025 goods listed in the application.

26. It therefore also cannot be disputed that the sole distinctive literal element in
the Applicant’s mark is “FRAME,” which is identical to the Opposer’s well-known
FRAME brand for clothing and related products, including those listed in the pleaded

registrations.

27. In this context, consumers already familiar with the Opposer’s well-known

brand will readily perceive an association with the Opposer or its products upon

. . UICKDRY . . .
encountering the Applicant’s FRAME mark on similar or identical goods. Such

consumers will rightly construe the mark to refer to a “quick drying” FRAME-branded
product, wherein “QUICKDRY” is admittedly descriptive of the product.

28. Indeed, the FRAME elements among the parties’ respective marks are
identical in appearance, sound, meaning, connotation and commercial impression. And
by bodily incorporating the Opposer’s distinctive mark and appending thereto an

adjective to modify ‘FRAME,” consumers will be misled to believe that the Opposer has
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introduced, endorsed, sponsored or approved a line of clothing articles that are offered
or designed as “quick drying” under its well-known FRAME mark.

29.  Moreover, the various clothing articles in Class 25 for which the Applicant
seeks registration are identical, or highly similar or related, to the clothing articles set
forth in the Opposer’s pleaded registrations and on which the Opposer uses its FRAME
mark in commerce.

30. Due to the high degree of similarity between Applicant’s and Opposer’s
marks, and the identity or at least high relatedness of their respective goods, U.S.

consumers likely will be confused or deceived as to the source, origin, sponsorship or

o ) ) UICKDRY
affiliation of Applicant’s goods marked with the FRAME mark.
. . UICKDRY _ .
31.  The stylization of the Applicant’s FrRaMEmark will not avoid

confusion, because it is the literal elements of a trademark that can be spoken and
which are most readily recalled by consumers. Moreover, the principle stylistic element
in that mark, a water droplet, merely reinforces the fact that QUICKDRY in the mark is
descriptive of its attributes.

32. As aresult of confusion between the Opposer’s and Applicant’s marks,

consumers will mistakenly believe that goods advertised or sold bearing the Applicant’s

UICKORY - , .
FrRaMEmark came from or are affiliated with or authorized by the Opposer, or

related to Opposer's FRAME branded goods.
33.  Moreover, any perceived deficiency in quality or workmanship in goods
sold under the Applicant's FRAME mark will be erroneously attributed to Opposer, thus

damaging its reputation and the goodwill in the Opposer’s marks.
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Applicant Lacks a Bona Fide Intent to Use its Mark
on Clothing Articles in Class 025

: , _ UICKORY .
34. Applicant has applied to register FRAME for a large variety of

clothing articles in Class 025. However, on information and belief the Applicant does
not and will not actually make and sell such clothing articles in US commerce bearing

that mark.

35.  Attached as Exhibit F is a copy of the Applicant’s website located at

www.quickdryframe.com, which was accessed on November 15, 2023. As seen there,

the QUICKDRY FRAME mark refers to a material embodying “revolutionary technology
that controls and channels excess moisture. Through its functional process, material

performance is increased and comfort for the user is enhanced.”

36.  On that same website, the material produced via the QUICKDRY FRAME
process is said to find application in: sportswear, motorwear (i.e. motorcycle apparel),
fashion, the automotive industry (e.g. as an upholstering material), the nautical industry
(as a waterproof material), other accessories such as bags and gloves, and workwear

(such as firefighter uniforms).

37. According to an explanatory video available on that website (image below
taken from said video), the material consists of a hexagonal substructure that channels
moisture in order to achieve a variety of useful properties, such as hodrophily control,

odor control, breathability, fast drying, thermoregulation, and anti-static properties:
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38. The Applicant’s aforementioned PCT application, Exhibit E, further explains
that the “fabrics and leathers [made using the disclosed process] can be shaped...by
applying a three-dimensional structure...which favours the presence of air channels on
the internal side, in order to increase breathability and thermal comfort....” See

Abstract.

39. Accordingly, on information and belief based on the foregoing, the Applicant’s
products will not be clothing products or other finished goods sold to consumers.
Rather, the Applicant’s product will be a fast-drying fabric or leather-like material made
via a specialized process, which will be sold to manufacturers as a raw material to be
converted by those manufacturers in making their own finished goods, such as clothing,
upholstered automotive seats, motorcycle apparel, firefighter apparel, marine surfaces

on boats, etc.

40. For this reason, because on information and belief the Applicant neither

marks nor has a bona fide intent to mark clothing products in the US with its

UICKDRY , . , .
FrRaMEmark, but rather will sell (and presumably mark) its fast-drying fabrics
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as raw materials to businesses who will convert them into separate finished goods, the
‘628 application was not validly filed in the United States for clothing products.
Conclusion
41.  For at least the above reasons, the Opposer will be damaged should the

Applicant's FRAME mark be permitted to register.

42. WHEREFORE, Opposer prays that registration of the mark shown in
application Serial No. 97/547,628 be refused and that this opposition be sustained in

favor of Opposer.

43.  This Notice of Opposition is being filed electronically through the ESTTA
system. The fee for opposing registration in one International Class is being paid on
filing through our Deposit Account. If any additional fees are required by the filing of this
Notice of Opposition, or if the correct fee for opposing one Class was not paid on filing,
then please charge all such fees to our Deposit Account No. 16-0820, and reference
Order No. FAE-O1461.

Date: November 15, 2023

Respectfully submitted,
Frame LA Brands, LLC

By /stevenjsolomon/
Steven J. Solomon
Carlo J. Spagnolo
Pearne & Gordon LLP
1801 East 9th Street, Suite 1200
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-3108
Tel: (216) 579-1700

Fax: (216) 579-6073
Attorneys for Opposer
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11/1/23, 12:23 PM

Trademark Status & Document Retrieval

For assistance with TSDR, email teas@uspto.gov and include your serial number, the document you are looking for, and a screenshot of any error
messages you have received.

STATUS DOCUMENTS

Generated on:

Mark:

US Serial Number:

US Registration Number:
Filed as TEAS RF:
Register:

Mark Type:

TM5 Common Status
Descriptor:

Status:
Status Date:

Publication Date:

Mark Information

Mark Literal Elements:
Standard Character Claim:
Mark Drawing Type:
Description of Mark:

Color(s) Claimed:

Goods and Services

Note:

MAINTENANCE

This page was generated by TSDR on 2023-11-01 12:22:52 EDT

FRAME

87315566
5270809
Yes
Principal

Trademark

Back to Search

Print

FRAME

Application Filing Date: Jan. 27, 2017

Registration Date: Aug. 22, 2017

Currently TEAS RF: Yes

LIVE/REGISTRATION/Issued and Active

The trademark application has been registered with the Office.

A Sections 8 and 15 combined declaration has been accepted and acknowledged.

Aug. 18, 2023

Jun. 06, 2017

FRAME

No

5- AN ILLUSTRATION DRAWING WITH WORD(S) /LETTER(S)/ NUMBER(S) INSTYLIZED FORM

The mark consists of the word "FRAME" in stylized lettering.

Color is not claimed as a feature of the mark.

The following symbols indicate that the registrant/owner has amended the goods/services:

o Brackets [..] indicate deleted goods/services;

« Double parenthesis ((..)) identify any goods/services not claimed in a Section 15 affidavit of incontestability; and
o Asterisks *..* identify additional (new) wording in the goods/services.

For:

International Class(es):
Class Status:

Basis:

First Use:

Clothing, namely, jackets, shirts, dresses, trousers, jeans, sweaters, blouses, vests, blazers and skirts

025 - Primary Class
ACTIVE
1(a)

Dec. 26, 2016

Basis Information (Case Level)

Filed Use:
Filed ITU:
Filed 44D:
Filed 44E:
Filed 66A:

Filed No Basis:

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

Current Owner(s) Information

U.S Class(es): 022, 039

Use in Commerce:

Currently Use: Yes

Currently ITU: No
Currently 44E: No
Currently 66A: No

Currently No Basis: No

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=87315566&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch

Dec. 26, 2016
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11/1/23, 12:23 PM
Owner Name: Frame La Brands, LLC

Owner Address: 3578 Hayden Avenue
Culver City, CALIFORNIA UNITED STATES 90232

Legal Entity Type: LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Organized:

Attorney/Correspondence Information

Attorney of Record
Attorney Name: Steven J. Solomon

Attorney Primary Email tmdocket@pearne.com Attorney Email Authorized: Yes

Address:
Correspondent

Correspondent Steven J. Solomon
Name/Address: Pearne & Gordon LLP
1801 East 9th Street
Suite 1200
Cleveland, OHIO UNITED STATES 44114

Phone: 2165791700

Correspondent e-mail Yes
Authorized:

Correspondent e-mail: tmdocket@pearne.com kwebb@pearne.com

Domestic Representative - Not Found

Prosecution History

Date Description

Aug. 18, 2023 NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF SEC. 8 & 15 - E-MAILED

Aug. 18, 2023 REGISTERED - SEC. 8 (6-YR) ACCEPTED & SEC. 15 ACK.
Aug. 14, 2023 TEAS RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION-POST REG RECEIVED
Feb. 17, 2023 OFFICE ACTION ISSUED POU1

Feb. 15, 2023 CASE ASSIGNED TO POST REGISTRATION PARALEGAL

Feb. 08, 2023 TEAS SECTION 8 & 15 RECEIVED

Aug. 22, 2022 COURTESY REMINDER - SEC. 8 (6-YR) E-MAILED

Aug. 15, 2018 ATTORNEY/DOM.REP.REVOKED AND/OR APPOINTED

Aug. 15, 2018 TEAS REVOKE/APP/CHANGE ADDR OF ATTY/DOM REP RECEIVED
Aug. 22, 2017 REGISTERED-PRINCIPAL REGISTER

Jun. 06, 2017 OFFICIAL GAZETTE PUBLICATION CONFIRMATION E-MAILED
Jun. 06, 2017 PUBLISHED FOR OPPOSITION

May 17, 2017 NOTIFICATION OF NOTICE OF PUBLICATION E-MAILED

Apr. 24, 2017 APPROVED FOR PUB - PRINCIPAL REGISTER

Apr. 17, 2017 ASSIGNED TO EXAMINER

Jan. 31, 2017 NEW APPLICATION OFFICE SUPPLIED DATA ENTERED

Jan. 31, 2017 NEW APPLICATION ENTERED

TM Staff and Location Information

TM Staff Information - None
File Location

Current Location: TMO LAW OFFICE 119

Assignment Abstract Of Title Information - Click to Load

Proceedings - Click to Load

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=87315566&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch

Trademark Status & Document Retrieval

State or Country Where CALIFORNIA

Docket Number: FAE-59361

Fax: 2165796073

Proceeding Number

30112

30112
30112

78480

Date in Location: Aug. 18, 2023

2/2


javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
mailto:tmdocket@pearne.com
mailto:tmdocket@pearne.com
mailto:kwebb@pearne.com
javascript:;

11/1/23, 12:24 PM Trademark Status & Document Retrieval

For assistance with TSDR, email teas@uspto.gov and include your serial number, the document you are looking for, and a screenshot of any error
messages you have received.

STATUS DOCUMENTS Back to Search Print

MAINTENANCE

Generated on: This page was generated by TSDR on 2023-11-01 12:24:37 EDT

Mark: FRAME

FRAME

US Serial Number: 86491799 Application Filing Date: Dec. 29, 2014

US Registration Number: 5166888 Registration Date: Mar. 21, 2017
Register: Principal
Mark Type: Service Mark

TM5 Common Status
Descriptor:

LIVE/REGISTRATION/Issued and Active

The trademark application has been registered with the Office.

Status: A Sections 8 and 15 combined declaration has been accepted and acknowledged.
Status Date: Aug. 23, 2023

Publication Date: Jun. 16, 2015 Notice of Allowance Date: Aug. 11, 2015

Mark Information

Mark Literal Elements: FRAME

Standard Character Claim: No

Mark Drawing Type:
Description of Mark:

Color(s) Claimed:

5- AN ILLUSTRATION DRAWING WITH WORD(S) /LETTER(S)/ NUMBER(S) INSTYLIZED FORM
The mark consists of the word "FRAME" in stylized lettering.

Color is not claimed as a feature of the mark.

Goods and Services

Note:

The following symbols indicate that the registrant/owner has amended the goods/services:
o Brackets [..] indicate deleted goods/services;
o Double parenthesis ((..)) identify any goods/services not claimed in a Section 15 affidavit of incontestability; and
o Asterisks *..* identify additional (new) wording in the goods/services.

For: On-line retail store services featuring shoulder bags, tote bags, jeans, overalls, jackets, shirts, tank tops, t-shirts, skirts, shorts, dresses,
jumpers, trousers, scarves, gloves, hats, belts, footwear, shoes, wraps, sweatshirts, sweatpants, sweaters, socks, rainwear, swimwear,
sleepwear, beachwear, [ underwear, lingerie, ] blouses, vests, blazers, [ ponchos, ] jumpsuits, [ tights ] and play suits

International Class(es): 035 - Primary Class U.S Class(es): 100, 101, 102

Class Status: ACTIVE
Basis: 1(a)
First Use: Use in Commerce:

Apr. 18, 2016 Apr. 18, 2016

Basis Information (Case Level)

Filed Use: No Currently Use: Yes
Filed ITU: Yes Currently ITU: No
Filed 44D: No Currently 44E: No

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=86491799&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch
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Filed 44E: No
Filed 66A: No

Filed No Basis: No

Current Owner(s) Information

Owner Name:

Owner Address:

Legal Entity Type:

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Trademark Status & Document Retrieval
Currently 66A: No

Currently No Basis: No

Frame La Brands, LLC

3578 Hayden Avenue, Ste N-1
Culver City, CALIFORNIA UNITED STATES 90232

Organized:
Attorney/Correspondence Information
Attorney of Record
Attorney Name: Steven J. Solomon Docket Number:

Attorney Primary Email
Address:

Correspondent

Correspondent
Name/Address:

Phone:

Correspondent e-mail:

Domestic Representative - Not Found

Prosecution History

Date

Aug. 23, 2023
Aug. 23, 2023
Aug. 10, 2023
Feb. 13, 2023
Mar. 21, 2022
Aug. 15,2018
Aug. 15, 2018
Apr. 12, 2017
Mar. 21, 2017
Feb. 16, 2017
Feb. 15, 2017
Feb. 14, 2017
Feb. 13, 2017
Feb. 13, 2017
Aug. 10, 2016
Jul. 28, 2016

Jul. 27, 2016

Jul. 21, 2016

Jul. 21, 2016

Mar. 12, 2016
Mar. 11, 2016

tmdocket@pearne.com

tmdocket@pearne.com ascheidler@pearne.com

Steven J. Solomon
Pearne & Gordon LLP
1801 East 9th Street

Cleveland, OHIO UNITED STATES 44114

Attorney Email Authorized: Yes

State or Country Where CALIFORNIA

FAE-59360

Fax: 2165796073

Authorized:

Description

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF SEC. 8 & 15 - E-MAILED
REGISTERED - SEC. 8 (6-YR) ACCEPTED & SEC. 15 ACK.

CASE ASSIGNED TO POST REGISTRATION PARALEGAL

TEAS SECTION 8 & 15 RECEIVED

COURTESY REMINDER - SEC. 8 (6-YR) E-MAILED
ATTORNEY/DOM.REP.REVOKED AND/OR APPOINTED

TEAS REVOKE/APP/CHANGE ADDR OF ATTY/DOM REP RECEIVED
ASSIGNMENT OF OWNERSHIP NOT UPDATED AUTOMATICALLY
REGISTERED-PRINCIPAL REGISTER

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF STATEMENT OF USE E-MAILED
ALLOWED PRINCIPAL REGISTER - SOU ACCEPTED
STATEMENT OF USE PROCESSING COMPLETE

USE AMENDMENT FILED

TEAS STATEMENT OF USE RECEIVED

ASSIGNMENT OF OWNERSHIP NOT UPDATED AUTOMATICALLY
NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF EXTENSION REQUEST E-MAILED
SOU EXTENSION 2 GRANTED

SOU EXTENSION 2 FILED

SOU TEAS EXTENSION RECEIVED

NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF EXTENSION REQUEST E-MAILED
SOU EXTENSION 1 GRANTED

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=86491799&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch

Correspondent e-mail Yes

Proceeding Number

95151
95151

69302
69302

69302
69302

69302

2/3


javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
mailto:tmdocket@pearne.com
mailto:tmdocket@pearne.com
mailto:ascheidler@pearne.com

11/1/23, 12:24 PM
Feb. 09, 2016
Mar. 10, 2016
Feb. 09, 2016
Aug. 11, 2015
Jun. 16, 2015
Jun. 16, 2015
May 27, 2015
May 08, 2015
May 06, 2015
Apr. 15, 2015
Apr. 15, 2015
Apr. 15, 2015
Apr. 15, 2015
Apr. 15, 2015
Apr. 07, 2015
Jan. 08, 2015
Jan. 01, 2015

Trademark Status & Document Retrieval

SOU EXTENSION 1 FILED

CASE ASSIGNED TO INTENT TO USE PARALEGAL
SOU TEAS EXTENSION RECEIVED

NOA E-MAILED - SOU REQUIRED FROM APPLICANT

OFFICIAL GAZETTE PUBLICATION CONFIRMATION E-MAILED

PUBLISHED FOR OPPOSITION

NOTIFICATION OF NOTICE OF PUBLICATION E-MAILED
LAW OFFICE PUBLICATION REVIEW COMPLETED
ASSIGNED TO LIE

APPROVED FOR PUB - PRINCIPAL REGISTER
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT ENTERED

NOTIFICATION OF EXAMINERS AMENDMENT E-MAILED
EXAMINERS AMENDMENT E-MAILED

EXAMINERS AMENDMENT -WRITTEN

ASSIGNED TO EXAMINER

NEW APPLICATION OFFICE SUPPLIED DATA ENTERED
NEW APPLICATION ENTERED

TM Staff and Location Information

TM Staff Information - None

File Location

Current Location:

TMEG LAW OFFICE 107

Assignment Abstract Of Title Information - Click to Load

Proceedings - Click to Load

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=86491799&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch

69302
69302

69712
69712

88888
6328
6328
76079
76079

Date in Location: Aug. 23, 2023
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Mark: FRAME

US Serial Number:

US Registration Number:
Register:

Mark Type:

TM5 Common Status
Descriptor:

Status:
Status Date:

Publication Date:

Mark Information

Mark Literal Elements:
Standard Character Claim:
Mark Drawing Type:
Description of Mark:

Color(s) Claimed:

Goods and Services

Note:

FRAME

86491796 Application Filing Date: Dec. 29, 2014
5556035 Registration Date: Sep. 04, 2018
Principal

Trademark

LIVE/REGISTRATION/Issued and Active

The trademark application has been registered with the Office.

Registered. The registration date is used to determine when post-registration maintenance documents are due.
Sep. 04, 2018

Jun. 02, 2015 Notice of Allowance Date: Jul. 28, 2015

FRAME

No

5- AN ILLUSTRATION DRAWING WITH WORD(S) /LETTER(S) NUMBER(S) INSTYLIZED FORM
The mark consists of the word "FRAME" in stylized lettering.

Color is not claimed as a feature of the mark.

The following symbols indicate that the registrant/owner has amended the goods/services:
o Brackets [..] indicate deleted goods/services;
o Double parenthesis ((..)) identify any goods/services not claimed in a Section 15 affidavit of incontestability; and

o Asterisks *..* identify additional (new) wording in the goods/services.

For:

International Class(es):
Class Status:
Basis:

First Use:

Travelling bags; travel cases; holdalls; handbags; shoulder bags; cosmetic bags sold empty; rucksacks; backpacks; satchels; clutch bags;
all-purpose carrying bags; tote bags; beach bags; overnight bags; duffel bags; leather and imitation leather bags; toiletry bags sold empty;
leather cases; leather shopping bags; wallets; purses

018 - Primary Class U.S Class(es): 001, 002, 003, 022, 041

Basis Information (Case Level)

Filed Use:

Filed ITU:

Filed 44D:

ACTIVE

1(a)

Mar. 2018 Use in Commerce: Mar. 2018
No Currently Use: Yes

Yes Currently ITU: No

No Currently 44E: No

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=86491796&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch
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Filed 44E: No
Filed 66A: No

Filed No Basis: No

Current Owner(s) Information

Owner Name: Frame La Brands, LLC

Owner Address: 3578 Hayden Avenue, Ste N-1
Culver City, CALIFORNIA UNITED STATES 90232

Legal Entity Type: LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Attorney/Correspondence Information

Attorney of Record
Attorney Name: Steven J. Solomon

Attorney Primary Email tmdocket@pearne.com
Address:

Correspondent

Correspondent Steven J. Solomon
Name/Address: Pearne & Gordon LLP
1801 East 9th Street
Suite 1200
Cleveland, OHIO UNITED STATES 44114

Phone: 2165791700

Correspondent e-mail: tmdocket@pearne.com ascheidler@pearne.com

Domestic Representative - Not Found

Prosecution History

Trademark Status & Document Retrieval

Currently 66A: No

Currently No Basis: No

State or Country Where CALIFORNIA
Organized:

Docket Number: FAE-59358

Attorney Email Authorized: Yes

Fax: 2165796073

Correspondent e-mail Yes
Authorized:

Date Description Proceeding Number
Sep. 04, 2023 COURTESY REMINDER - SEC. 8 (6-YR) E-MAILED

Sep. 04, 2018 REGISTERED-PRINCIPAL REGISTER

Aug. 15,2018 ATTORNEY/DOM.REP.REVOKED AND/OR APPOINTED

Aug. 15,2018 TEAS REVOKE/APP/CHANGE ADDR OF ATTY/DOM REP RECEIVED

Jul. 31, 2018 NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF STATEMENT OF USE E-MAILED

Jul. 30, 2018 ALLOWED PRINCIPAL REGISTER - SOU ACCEPTED

Jul. 30, 2018 STATEMENT OF USE PROCESSING COMPLETE 69302
Jul. 25, 2018 USE AMENDMENT FILED 69302
Jul. 25,2018 TEAS STATEMENT OF USE RECEIVED

Jan. 27, 2018 NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF EXTENSION REQUEST E-MAILED

Jan. 26, 2018 SOU EXTENSION 5 GRANTED 69302
Jan. 22, 2018 SOU EXTENSION 5 FILED 69302
Jan. 26, 2018 CASE ASSIGNED TO INTENT TO USE PARALEGAL 69302
Jan. 22, 2018 SOU TEAS EXTENSION RECEIVED

Jul. 25, 2017 NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF EXTENSION REQUEST E-MAILED

Jul. 21, 2017 SOU EXTENSION 4 GRANTED 98765
Jul. 21, 2017 SOU EXTENSION 4 FILED 98765
Jul. 21, 2017 SOU TEAS EXTENSION RECEIVED

Apr. 12, 2017 ASSIGNMENT OF OWNERSHIP NOT UPDATED AUTOMATICALLY

Feb. 01, 2017 NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF EXTENSION REQUEST E-MAILED

Jan. 30, 2017 SOU EXTENSION 3 GRANTED 98765

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=86491796&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch 2/3


javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
mailto:tmdocket@pearne.com
mailto:tmdocket@pearne.com
mailto:ascheidler@pearne.com

11/1/23, 12:25 PM Trademark Status & Document Retrieval

Jan. 30, 2017 SOU EXTENSION 3 FILED 98765
Jan. 30, 2017 SOU TEAS EXTENSION RECEIVED
Aug. 10, 2016 ASSIGNMENT OF OWNERSHIP NOT UPDATED AUTOMATICALLY
Aug. 03, 2016 NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF EXTENSION REQUEST E-MAILED
Aug. 02, 2016 SOU EXTENSION 2 GRANTED 61813
Jul. 21, 2016 SOU EXTENSION 2 FILED 61813
Jul. 21, 2016 SOU TEAS EXTENSION RECEIVED
Mar. 03, 2016 NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF EXTENSION REQUEST E-MAILED
Mar. 02, 2016 SOU EXTENSION 1 GRANTED 61813
Jan. 26, 2016 SOU EXTENSION 1 FILED 61813
Feb. 29, 2016 CASE ASSIGNED TO INTENT TO USE PARALEGAL 61813
Jan. 26, 2016 SOU TEAS EXTENSION RECEIVED
Jul. 28, 2015 NOA E-MAILED - SOU REQUIRED FROM APPLICANT
Jun. 02, 2015 OFFICIAL GAZETTE PUBLICATION CONFIRMATION E-MAILED
Jun. 02, 2015 PUBLISHED FOR OPPOSITION
May 13, 2015 NOTIFICATION OF NOTICE OF PUBLICATION E-MAILED
Apr. 07, 2015 APPROVED FOR PUB - PRINCIPAL REGISTER
Apr. 07, 2015 ASSIGNED TO EXAMINER 76079
Jan. 08, 2015 NEW APPLICATION OFFICE SUPPLIED DATA ENTERED
Jan. 01, 2015 NEW APPLICATION ENTERED

TM Staff and Location Information
TM Staff Information - None
File Location

Current Location: PUBLICATION AND ISSUE SECTION Date in Location: Jul. 30, 2018

Assignment Abstract Of Title Information - Click to Load

Proceedings - Click to Load

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=86491796&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch
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Mark:

US Serial Number:

US Registration Number:
Filed as TEAS RF:
Register:

Mark Type:

TM5 Common Status
Descriptor:

Status:

Status Date:

Publication Date:

Mark Information

Mark Literal Elements:
Standard Character Claim:

Mark Drawing Type:

Goods and Services

Note:
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FRAME

88109055 Application Filing Date: Sep. 07, 2018
5882225 Registration Date: Oct. 15, 2019
Yes Currently TEAS RF: Yes

Principal

Trademark, Service Mark

LIVE/REGISTRATION/Issued and Active

The trademark application has been registered with the Office.

Registered. The registration date is used to determine when post-registration maintenance documents are due.
Oct. 15, 2019

Jul. 30, 2019

FRAME
Yes. The mark consists of standard characters without claim to any particular font style, size, or color.

4 - STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

The following symbols indicate that the registrant/owner has amended the goods/services:
o Brackets [..] indicate deleted goods/services;
o Double parenthesis ((..)) identify any goods/services not claimed in a Section 15 affidavit of incontestability; and
o Asterisks *..* identify additional (new) wording in the goods/services.

For:

International Class(es):
Class Status:

Basis:

First Use:

For:

International Class(es):
Class Status:

Basis:

First Use:

Magazines in the field of fashion, apparel and apparel accessories

016 - Primary Class U.S Class(es): 002, 005, 022, 023, 029, 037, 038, 050

Basis Information (Case Level)

Filed Use:

Filed ITU:

Filed 44D:

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=88109055&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch

ACTIVE

1(a)

Feb. 28, 2018 Use in Commerce: Feb. 28, 2018
Providing on-line magazines in the field of fashion, apparel and apparel accessories

041 - Primary Class U.S Class(es): 100, 101, 107
ACTIVE

1(a)

Feb. 23, 2018 Use in Commerce: Feb. 23, 2018
Yes Currently Use: Yes

No Currently ITU: No

No Currently 44E: No
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Filed 44E:
Filed 66A:

Filed No Basis:

Trademark Status & Document Retrieval

No

No

No

Current Owner(s) Information

Owner Name:

Owner Address:

Legal Entity Type:

Frame LA Brands, LLC

Suite N-1
3578 Hayden Avenue
Culver City, CALIFORNIA UNITED STATES 90232

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Attorney/Correspondence Information

Attorney of Record
Attorney Name:

Attorney Primary Email
Address:

Correspondent

Correspondent
Name/Address:

Phone:

Correspondent e-mail:

Steven J. Solomon

tmdocket@pearne.com

STEVEN J. SOLOMON

PEARNE & GORDON LLP

1801 EAST 9TH STREET

SUITE 1200

CLEVELAND, OHIO UNITED STATES 44114

216-579-1700

tmdocket@pearne.com ascheidler@pearne.com

Domestic Representative - Not Found

Prosecution History

Date
Oct. 15, 2019
Jul. 30, 2019

Jul. 30, 2019
Jul. 10, 2019
Jun. 21, 2019
Jun. 12, 2019
May 25, 2019
May 24, 2019
May 24, 2019
Dec. 22,2018
Dec. 22, 2018
Dec. 22, 2018
Dec. 18,2018
Sep. 17, 2018
Sep. 11, 2018

TM Staff and Location Information

TM Staff Information - None

File Location

https://tsdr.uspto.gov/#caseNumber=88109055&caseType=SERIAL NO&searchType=statusSearch

Description

Currently 66A: No

Currently No Basis: No

State or Country Where CALIFORNIA
Organized:

Docket Number: FAE-59751

Attorney Email Authorized: Yes

Fax: 2165796073

Correspondent e-mail Yes
Authorized:

Proceeding Number

REGISTERED-PRINCIPAL REGISTER

OFFICIAL GAZETTE PUBLICATION CONFIRMATION E-

MAILED

PUBLISHED FOR OPPOSITION

NOTIFICATION OF NOTICE OF PUBLICATION E-MAILED

ASSIGNED TO LIE 70468
APPROVED FOR PUB - PRINCIPAL REGISTER

TEAS/EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE ENTERED 88889
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED IN LAW OFFICE 88889
TEAS RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION RECEIVED

NOTIFICATION OF NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED 6325
NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED 6325
NON-FINAL ACTION WRITTEN 76521
ASSIGNED TO EXAMINER 76521

NEW APPLICATION OFFICE SUPPLIED DATA ENTERED

NEW APPLICATION ENTERED
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Current Location: PUBLICATION AND ISSUE SECTION Date in Location: Oct. 15, 2019

Assignment Abstract Of Title Information - Click to Load

Proceedings - Click to Load
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(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

World Intellectual Propert J
(o wer Orgmiation 2 0 OO0 0 0 0 O R 0O

International Bureau

/ (10) International Publication Number
(43) International Publication Date g WO 2022/107178 Al
27 May 2022 (27.05.2022) WIRPOIPCT
(51) International Patent Classification: TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW,
C14C 9/00 (2006.01) DO6N 3/00 (2006.01) KM, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).
DO6M 15/643 (2006.01)
Published:

(21) International Application Number:

PCT/IT2021/050370 with international search report (Art. 21(3))

—  with amended claims (Art. 19(1))
(22) International Filing Date:
17 November 2021 (17.11.2021)

(25) Filing Language: Italian
(26) Publication Language: English

(30) Priority Data:
102020000027720 19 November 2020 (19.11.2020) IT

(71) Applicant: MITH SRL [IT/IT]; VIA ARZIGNANO 26,
36072 CHIAMPO (VI) (IT).

(72) Inventors: NEGRO, Ivan; c/o MITH SRL, VIA ARZIG-
NANO 26, 36072 CHIAMPO (VI) (IT). NEGRO, Mirco;
c¢/o MITH SRL, VIA ARZIGNANO 26, 36072 CHIAM-
PO (VI) (IT). FRIZZO, Antonio;, c/o MITH SRL, VIA
ARZIGNANO 26, 36072 CHIAMPO (VI) (IT).

(74) Agent: BURCHIELLL, Riccardo etal.; c/o Barzano & Za-
nardo Roma S.p.A., Via Piemonte, 26, 00187 Rome (IT).

(81) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available). AE, AG, AL, AM,
AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY, BZ,
CA, CH, CL,CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DJ, DK, DM, DO,
DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT, HN,
HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IR, IS, IT, JO, JP, KE, KG, KH, KN,
KP, KR, KW,KZ, LA, LC,LK,LR,LS,LU,LY, MA, MD,
ME, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO,
NZ, OM, PA, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, QA, RO, RS, RU, RW,
SA, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN,
TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US,UZ, VC, VN, WS, ZA, ZM, ZW.

(84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE,LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA,RW, SD, SL, ST, SZ, TZ,
UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU, TJ,
TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK,
EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, LV,
MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SE, SI, SK, SM,

(54) Title: PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING WATER/OIL REPELLENT FABRICS AND/OR LEATHERS AND RELATED PROD-
UCT THUS OBTAINED

(57) Abstract: Described is a process for the production of water/oil repellent synthetic microfibre fabrics and/or leathers, which
involves a step of applying wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds on at least a portion of one side of the fabric and/or leather.
The invention also relates to a synthetic microfibre fabric and/or a leather made starting from the above-mentioned process. The fabrics
and leathers can also be shaped on the lower side by applying a three-dimensional structure on the reverse side impressed in a permanent
manner, which favours the presence of air channels on the internal side, in order to increase breathability and thermal comfort, thanks
to the reduction of contact points. This application may take place by mechanical or pneumatic compression, thermo-forming, high-
frequency or similar techniques designed for making the lower or internal side, facing the user's epidermis, three- dimensional.
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PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING WATER/OIL REPELLENT FABRICS AND/OR
LEATHERS AND RELATED PRODUCT THUS OBTAINED

This invention relates to a process for obtaining water/oil repellent fabrics and/or
leathers, as well as the related product obtained.

The products are functionalized with hydrophilizing treatment on one of the sides,
preferably on the lower or internal side (reverse side or side facing the user's skin),
and waterproofing on the opposite side, and can advantageously have a three-
dimensional reverse structure.

In particular, the invention relates to a hydrophilizing treatment of the lower or
internal side (flesh side of the leathers) and waterproofing of the outer side (grain
side of leathers, as well as a hydrophilizing treatment of the various types of
synthetic microfibres (in this case, the hydrophilizing treatment can be printed on
the outer side, on the internal side or on both sides of the fabric).

Moreover, the leathers and the fabrics can be supplied in full height or semi-
finished with pre-cut pieces.

Finally, microfibre leathers and fabrics can also undergo the application of a three-
dimensional reverse structure (on the lower or internal side of the leather and/or
fabric), by mechanical or pneumatic compression, thermo-forming, high-frequency
or similar technigques, with the aim of permanently impressing the desired texture
and allowing the presence of air channels on the internal side, thus favouring
breathability and thermal comfort thanks to the reduction of contact points.

The invention is generally inserted in the field of tanning and textile treatments, in
particular microfibre fabrics, and relates to a new type of process that can be used,
in particular to make leather and fabrics hydrophilic in an eco-sustainable way, as
well as the related products obtained.

The hydrophilizing treatment can be used equally on both the leathers and on
microfibre fabrics, in particular on "Suede" microfibre fabrics (synthetic suede
alternatives typically used in the world of technical footwear, but also in the
automotive, furnishing and accessories sectors, such as handbags), and/or on
microfibre finished with polyurethane and mixed films.

Moreover, the hydrophilizing treatment can be applied by means of vertical printing
techniques in a localized manner or to full height, by applying a thermo-transferable
films in localised areas or to full height or by silk-screen printing techniques or
similar deposition techniques.

Currently, for example, the leathers for technical use have a water-repellent power
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given by a tanning process called retanning, but they do not have a high capacity
to absorb the moisture produced by the body in the form of water vapour (in
practice, that produced during sports activities).

Over time, the perspiration is absorbed by mechanical pressure due to the
pressure of the body (so that it stagnates), creating areas impregnated with
perspiration (defined as hot-spots in situations of high external temperature and
cold-spots in the case of cold climates) which amplify the perceived thermal
discomfort.

Moreover, both the traditional water-repellent leathers and the microfibre fabrics
on the market have a certain hostility to absorb perspiration on the lower or inside
or reverse side, due to the density of the fibres and the water-repellent and textile
finishing treatments used.

If only the surface of the leather is to be waterproofed, silicone substances or
fluorinated organic compounds can be used by means of spray techniques or by
applying “on top”.

In industrial practice, substances are used which act in the aqueous phase and
which at the same time are capable of lubricating the fibres of the leather. These
substances are all composed of hydrophilic groups that can be emulsified in water
and hydrophobic structures which give the leather water-repellent characteristics.
However, in order to obtain the water-repellent effect, at the end of the application,
the hydrophilic part must be blocked by heavy metal ions and it is necessary that
the waterproofing product penetrates deeply into the entire section of the leather
or fabric; a good penetration is obtained if the treatments that precede the
application of the products anionize the skin or the fabric so as to provide the
penetration in the entire surface, in a restricted bath and for a long time.

The main aim of the invention is therefore to provide a process for obtaining
water/oil repellent fabrics and leathers by carrying out a hydrophilization treatment
of one of the sides and, in particular, of the internal or lower side of the fabric or
leather (side facing the user's epidermis, also called flesh side in leathers) and,
advantageously, a waterproofing treatment of the opposite side; this process is
able to overcome the drawbacks described above, solving the problems of the prior
art, for example relating to the poor wettability of the lower side, not finished, to
increase the performance of the leathers and fabrics in terms of breathability,
transport and conveyance of perspiration or liquids limited to the functionalized

surface.
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Another aim of invention is to provide an effective and economical process for the
production of water/oil repellent fabrics and leathers, also conferring a dual
functionality to the fabric or leather thanks to the absorbent properties of the
internal or lower side (flesh side of the leather).

Another aim of the invention is to provide a process for the production of fabrics
and leathers with hydrophilic properties on the functionalized part, which, thanks
to the conformation adopted on the internal or lower side by applying a three-
dimensional structure on the reverse side impressed in a permanent manner,
which favours the presence of air channels on the internal side, have a high
breathability and a considerable technical comfort, thanks to the reduction of the
contact points. This three-dimensional structure can be impressed by mechanical
or pneumatic compression, thermo-forming, high-frequency or similar techniques
suitable for making the lower or internal side, facing the user's epidermis, three-
dimensional.

In particular, the invention aims to provide a process which is economical, simple
to perform and which is able to maintain high quality standards, without using
harmful substances.

Another aim of the invention is to improve the health and safety of the plants for
the treatment of fabrics and leathers, while at the same time increasing the quality
of the environment for operators in the sector.

A further aim of the invention is to provide a process and a waterproofing product
for leathers and fabrics that are versatile and therefore applicable to various types
of leathers and fabrics, for different applications.

Advantageously, the invention relates to the application of specific wetting or
hydrophilizing agents directly on the internal side of the leather or fabric, by means
of vertical, rotary or cylinder printing techniques, by deposition through screen
and/or pad printing systems, in high frequency or with similar techniques aimed at
functionalizing the external side by diversifying the surface by means of graphic or
full-field effects.

The hydrophilic wetting agents are generally composed of polysiloxane acids,
carboxylic acid esters, silicone nano-emulsions, silicone micro-emulsions, silicone
macro-emulsions, polyglycol ethers or polyglycolic ethers.

This process can be carried out by deposition on full-height fabrics or leathers or
by localised deposition on finished pieces of leather or fabric; it can therefore be
considered as semi-processing performed at a later time on pre-cut pieces and can
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be carried out directly on the fabric or during the entire tannery or textile finishing
process.

The products used do not alter the water-repellent properties of finished and
unfinished fabrics and leathers and significantly contribute to conveying the
humidity over a larger surface to facilitate quick drying; consequently, the
breathability of the fabric and leather is favoured, distributing the perspiration
particles over a larger surface.

There are a multitude of uses and applications of the above-mentioned process,
ranging from motor sport to furnishing, from the automotive sector to the nautical
sector, as well as to leather goods, footwear, etc.

This invention will now be described by way of non-limiting example according to
some of its preferred embodiments.

The process for the production of water/oil repellent fabrics and leathers, according
to the invention, consists of the application on the above-mentioned leather or
fabric of hydrophilizing materials, such as hydrophilic polysiloxane acids, esters of
carboxylic acids, silicone nano emulsions, silicone micro emulsions, silicone macro
emulsions, polyglycol ethers or polyglycolic ethers.

Advantageously, the above-mentioned process can be applied to microfibre fabrics
(in particular "Suede" microfibre fabrics and synthetic microfibre finished with
polyurethane and mixed films) and to the leathers during the whole tanning process
and especially in the retanning, dyeing and fattening or final finishing phases;
moreover, the hydrophilic treatment can be applied on the lower or internal side
(flesh side of the leathers) or on synthetic microfibres by printing on the external
side, on the internal side or on both sides of the fabric or applied by deposition
using screen printing, pad printing, high frequency or similar techniques.

The hydrophilizing compounds are applied with variable percentages based on the
weight and thickness of the leather and, advantageously, between 3% and 30% by
weight, with a preferable and optimal value of 15% by weight; they are also
advantageously applied on the leathers in the fattening phase or in the final
finishing phase according to the desired softness of the leather.

In the case of application on leathers in the retanning phase, the compounds used
are advantageously treated in an aqueous solution with dilutions 1: 1,1: 2, 1: 3 and
relative percentages on the dry weight of the leather, at temperatures of between
35°C and 70°C (based on the processing stage where they are introduced) and
with pH values of between 3.5 and 7.5 (also with the aid of buffer solutions).
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The leather or fabric thus obtained can also be subjected to particular mechanical
processes aimed at increasing its technical characteristics, such as, by way of a
preferred, non-limiting example, ironing, pressing and/or conditioning, at
temperatures of between 70°C and 120°C, in order to favour the polymerization
reaction of the retanning agents.

In particular, the process according to the invention causes the microfibre fabric
and the leather to be waterproofed against external atmospheric agents by means
of water-repellent products characterised by the absence of perfluorinated
treatments (PFC fluorocarbon compounds) and/or BTX (aromatic hydrocarbons).
According to preferred but non-limiting embodiments, the types of leather to which
the above-mentioned process, according to the invention, is applicable, can be raw
splits, buffed leathers, full-grain leathers finished with a polyurethane base, aniline-
based finished leathers, unfinished leathers, leathers of bovine, swine, goat,
equine, marsupial origin, reptile skins, cartilaginous fish skins, etc.

Again advantageously, the invention also finds application in leathers defined by
the "wet-blue", "wet white", "metal free", "chrome free" tanning processes, as well
as on "Suede" microfibre fabrics and/or on microfibre finished with polyurethane
and mixed films.

In particular, the above-mentioned water-repellent product or its hydrophilizing
version can be applied by means of different methods, such as an application in
aqueous solution by spraying or transferring or by means of an application from a
support or cylinder; furthermore, advantageously in the case in which only the
surface of the leather is to be waterproofed, silicone substances and/or fluorinated
organic compounds can be used by spray technique or by applying on top.

The invention also relates to the manufacture of a product by means of the above-
mentioned process and relates, in particular, to a microfibre fabric or a technical
and eco-sustainable leather, intended, in particular, for automotive uses, clothing,
footwear, furniture, leather goods.

The characteristics of the process for the production of water/oil repellent fabrics
and/or leathers and of the relative product obtained, according to the invention,
clearly emerge from the description, as do the advantages thereof.

The most relevant advantages include the following:

- low environmental impact and eco-compatibility, both of the compounds
used and of the intermediate products which are generated;

- no possibility of carcinogenesis due to the products used;
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- greater yield and durability of the fabric or leather;

- greater technical and physical strength;

- improved vapour permeability;

- improved health and safety in the workplace;

- ease of use of the compounds and the execution of the process;

- greater versatility of application;

- possibility of customising and modulating as desired the water repellence
of the fabric and of the leather and its absorption by hydrophilicity on the reverse
side;

- applicability of the process to the various stages of the tanning process;

- ease of storage and transport of the compounds;

- low costs by virtue of the advantages achieved.

The invention described can be modified and adapted in several ways without
thereby departing from the scope of the inventive concept of the accompanying
claims.

Moreover, all the details can be replaced by other technically-equivalent elements.
Lastly, the components used, providing they are compatible with the specific use,
may vary according to requirements and the state of the art.
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CLAIMS
1. Process for obtaining water/oil repellent fabrics and/or leathers, characterized in
that said process includes a step of applying wetting or hydrophilizing agents or
compounds on at least one portion of one side of a fabric or leather.
2. Process as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that said step of applying said
wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds is carried out on at least one portion
of a lower or internal side facing the user's epidermis of said fabric or leather, a
waterproofing step being also applied on at least one portion of the side opposite
to said lower or internal side.
3. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds are applied by means of
vertical, rotary or cylinder printing techniques, by deposition through screen and/or
pad printing systems or similar techniques.
4. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds comprise polysiloxane acids,
esters of carboxylic acids, silicone nano-emulsions, silicone micro-emulsions,
silicone macro-emulsions, polyglycol ethers or ethers polyglycolics.
5. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said application of wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds is carried out on
synthetic microfibre fabrics, such as “Suede” microfibre fabrics and/or microfibre
fabrics finished with polyurethane and mixed films.
6. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
a three-dimensional structure is permanently impressed on said internal or lower
side, thus obtaining air channels for providing high breathability and considerable
thermal comfort, thanks to the reduction of the contact points, said three-
dimensional structure being impressed by mechanical means, pneumatic means,
thermo-forming means, high frequency or similar techniques.
7. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds have variable weight
percentages on the basis of the weight and thickness of the leather, in particular
between 3% and 30% by weight and more particularly 15% by weight.
8. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds are treated with dilutions in
aqueous solution with ratios 1:1, 1:2, 1:3 and relative percentages on the basis of
the dry weight of said fabric or leather, at temperatures between 35°C and 70°C
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and with PH values between 3.5 and 7.5, said agents or compounds being applied
by spraying or by transferring from a support or cylinder.

9. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said step of applying wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds is carried out
during a leather tanning process and, in particular, during the retanning, dyeing
and fatliquoring or final finishing steps and characterized in that, after said phase
of applying wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds, said fabric or leather is
subjected to a mechanical processing, such as ironing, pressing and/or
conditioning, at temperatures between 70°C and 120°C.

10. Microfiber fabric or leather made by means of a process as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said fabric or leather is applied to different sectors, such as, in particular,
automotive, clothing, footwear, leather goods, furniture.
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AMENDED CLAIMS
received by the International Bureau on 31 March 2022 (31.03.2022)

1. Process for obtaining water/oil repellent fabrics and/or leathers, characterized in
that said process includes a step of applying wetting or hydrophilizing agents or
compounds on at least one portion of a lower or internal side facing the user’s
epidermis of a fabric or leather, a waterproofing step being also applied on at least
one portion of the side opposite to said lower or internal side.

2. Process as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that said wetting or hydrophilizing
agents or compounds are applied by means of vertical, rotary or cylinder printing
techniques, by deposition through screen and/or pad printing systems.

3. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds comprise polysiloxane acids,
esters of carboxylic acids, silicone nano-emulsions, silicone micro-emulsions,
silicone macro-emulsions, polyglycol ethers.

4. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said application of wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds is carried out on
synthetic microfibre fabrics, such as “Suede” microfibre fabrics and/or microfibre
fabrics finished with polyurethane and mixed films.

5. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
a three-dimensional structure is permanently impressed on said internal or lower
side, thus obtaining air channels for providing high breathability and considerable
thermal comfort, thanks to the reduction of the contact points, said three-
dimensional structure being impressed by mechanical means, pneumatic means,
thermo-forming means, high frequency.

6. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds have variable weight
percentages on the basis of the weight and thickness of the leather, in particular
between 3% and 30% by weight and more particularly 15% by weight.

7. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds are treated with dilutions in
aqueous solution with ratios 1:1, 1:2, 1:3 and relative percentages on the basis of
the dry weight of said fabric or leather, at temperatures between 35°C and 70°C
and with PH values between 3.5 and 7.5, said agents or compounds being applied
by spraying or by transferring from a support or cylinder.

8. Process as claimed in at least one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said step of applying wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds is carried out
during a leather tanning process and, in particular, during the retanning, dyeing

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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and fatliquoring or final finishing steps and characterized in that, after said phase
of applying wetting or hydrophilizing agents or compounds, said fabric or leather is
subjected to a mechanical processing, such as ironing, pressing and/or
conditioning, at temperatures between 70°C and 120°C.

5 9. Microfiber fabric or leather made by means of a process as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said fabric or leather is applied to different sectors, such as, in particular,
automotive, clothing, footwear, leather goods, furniture.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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