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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE BEFORE THE 

TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD  

Oakville Hills Cellar, Inc., 

  Opposer, 

 vs. 

Peninsula Vinicultores, S.L., 

                        Applicant.  

 OPPOSITION NO. 91287178 

 

OPPOSER OAKVILLE HILLS CELLAR, 
�,�1�&���¶�6 REBUTTAL NOTICE OF 
RELIANCE; EXHIBITS A - D 

 

1. Opposer hereby makes of record in connection with this Opposition a printout of an article 

from �Z�L�Q�H�H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W���F�R�P�� �H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G�� �³�9�R�O�F�D�Q�L�F�� �+�L�O�O�V�L�G�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�� �9�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G�V���� �0�H�H�W�� �1�D�S�D�¶�V��

�0�D�\�D�F�D�P�D�V�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�´��demonstrating that �W�K�H�� �W�H�U�P�� �³�0�D�\�D�F�D�P�D�V�´�� �L�V�� �D�� �J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�� �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �W�R�� �D��

mountain range and winegrowing region in Napa Valley. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and 

correct copy of the printout of the article and will be relied upon to �U�H�E�X�W���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�¶�V evidence and 

�D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���2�S�S�R�V�H�U�¶�V��MAYA mark is weak, diluted, and entitled to a narrow scope of protection 

by demonstrating that the term Mayacamas is dissimilar and distinct in meaning from MAYA.  

2. Opposer hereby makes of record in connection with this Opposition copies of pages from 

�2�]���&�O�D�U�N�H�¶�V���:�L�Q�H���$�W�O�D�V�����:�L�Q�H���	���:�L�Q�H���5�H�J�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G by Oz Clarke (1995) at pages 240-41 

�G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �W�H�U�P�� �³�0�D�\�D�F�D�P�D�V�´�� �L�V�� �D�� �J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�� �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �W�R�� �D�� �P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�� �U�D�Q�J�H and 

winegrowing region in Napa Valley. Attached hereto as Exhibit B are true and correct copies of 

pages from the atlas and will be relied upon to �U�H�E�X�W�� �$�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�¶�V evidence and argument that 
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�2�3�3�2�6�(�5�¶�6��REBUTTAL NOTICE OF RELIANCE 2                                            Opposition No. 91287178 

 

�2�S�S�R�V�H�U�¶�V��MAYA mark is weak, diluted, and entitled to a narrow scope of protection by 

demonstrating that the term Mayacamas is dissimilar and distinct in meaning from MAYA.  

3. Opposer hereby makes of record in connection with this Opposition copies of pages from 

Wine Atlas of California by James Halliday (1993) at pages 117, 130-31 demonstrating that the 

�W�H�U�P���³�0�D�\�D�F�D�P�D�V�´���L�V���D���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���D���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���U�D�Q�J�H and winegrowing region in Napa 

Valley. Attached hereto as Exhibit C are true and correct copies of pages from the atlas and will be 

relied upon to �U�H�E�X�W�� �$�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�¶�V evidence and �D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �2�S�S�R�V�H�U�¶�V��MAYA mark is weak, 

diluted, and entitled to a narrow scope of protection by demonstrating that the term Mayacamas is 

dissimilar and distinct in meaning from MAYA. 

4. Opposer hereby makes of record in connection with this Opposition website printouts from 

bevmo.com, buywinesonline.com, totalwine.com, wine.com, and winechateau.com demonstrating 

varying price points at which wine is sold. Attached hereto as Exhibit D are true and correct copies 

of the printouts of the websites and will be relied upon to �U�H�E�X�W���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�¶�V evidence and argument 

that consumers are sophisticated and likely to be knowledgeable about wines by demonstrating that 

wine is sold at a range of low price points as well as high price points.  

 

Dated: January 28, 2025   DICKENSON, PEATMAN & FOGARTY 

 
 
 

 
By:   J. Scott Gerien 

    Joy L. Durand 
   Allison N. Berk 
. 

1500 First Street, Suite 200 
Napa, California 94559 
Telephone: (707) 261-7000 
 
Attorneys for Opposer, 

 Oakville Hills Cellar, Inc. 
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�2�3�3�2�6�(�5�¶�6��REBUTTAL NOTICE OF RELIANCE 3                                            Opposition No. 91287178 

 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
 

I declare that I am over the age of 18 years, employed in the County of Napa, and not a party 

to the within action; my business address is 1500 First Street, Suite 200, Napa, California 94559. 

  

On January 28, 2025, I electronically served a copy of the following document(s) by email: 
 
�x �2�3�3�2�6�(�5���2�$�.�9�,�/�/�(���+�,�/�/�6���&�(�/�/�$�5�����,�1�&���¶�6 REBUTTAL NOTICE OF 

RELIANCE; EXHIBITS A - D  
 

 The persons served are as follows: 
  

BENJAMIN C ARMITAGE 
BILLION & ARMITAGE 
7401 METRO BLVD, SUITE 425 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55439 
UNITED STATES 
docketing@billionarmitage.com 
tsimpson@billionarmitage.com 
barmitage@billionarmitage.com 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

Executed January 28, 2025, at Napa, California. 

 
    
  

  /Isabela Ramos/ 
                    Isabela Ramos  
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WINE ~ 60.00 

$80.00 in Canada 

Oz Clarke s Wine Atlas is unique in its approach to the 
world of wine. It captures the beauty of the world's 
great vineyard areas in more than 70 spectacular, hand= 
painted panoramic maps. 

Fundamental to the understanding of wine is a sense of 

place. Knowing which country, which region, which 

hillside and even which vineyard a wine comes from 

adds enormously to the pleasure of drinking it. Through 

its unique cartography and Oz Clarke's lively prose, this 
revolutionary atlas illustrates and explains the vital con-

nection between the land, the winemaker and his wine 

and shows how different landscapes, as well as the skills 
of the winemaker, contribute to the extraordinary range 
of flavors found in wine. 

Section One, The World of Wine, puts the great vine-
yard areas of the world in context, describing the world 
of wine today — what an ideal environment for the .vine 
is and how more sunshine, better drainage, stonier soil 

and other factors help produce better-quality grapes. Oz 

Clarke explains how the best viticulture and wine-mak-

ing are now highly sophisticated operations, combining 
traditional and ultra-modern techniques. 

Section Two, Wines and Wine Regions of the World, is 

the core of the Atlas and, through the stunning, 

panoramic maps, looks at individual wine landscapes in 

detail. Here for the first time the reader has abird's-eye 
view of the world's top wine villages and vineyards in 

their surroundings, with mountains and hills, rivers and 

lakes shown as they really are. There are no contour 

lines or symbols to interpret: the vineyards are simply 

laid out before you in all their three-dimensional glory. 

There are maps not just of the classic .wine regions of 

France, Germany and Italy and elsewhere in Europe, 
which have developed over a thousand years of viticul-

ture, but also of the more recent high-quality wine areas 
of North and South America, Australia, New Zealand 

and South Africa, some of which, such as the Santa 

Maria Valley in California and Australia's Yarra Valley, 

have shot to stardom in only a decade or so. 

Many of the larger-scale panoramic maps are accompa-

ri ied by key maps showing official wine areas, classifi-

cation systems, leading wine villages and top chateaux, 

wineries and vineyards. Also in the Atlas are more than 

50 full -color schematic maps, covering all the main 

wine-producing countries and regions of the world, 210 
full -color photographs, 20 geological and climate dia-

grams and 400 wine labels, all helping to highlight the 

distinctive characteristics of a particular wine region. 

10956000 UK~~0.00 
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UNDERSTANDING THE MAPS 
There are two styles of map in this Atlas — the covered from east to west. However, because 
handpainted panoramic vineyard maps, which of the effect of perspective, total distances are 
are the main feature, and the more conventional given from north to south. Map colours are 
regional and country maps. appropriate for late summer, just before the 
�v��The panoramic maps These are detailed grape harvest. The vineyards have been painted 
artists' renderings of the world's great vineyard bright green, with surrounding land often 
areas. In many areas, the vineyards have never yellow or brown as other crops have usually 
been mapped before. In every case we have been harvested by this time. Field boundaries 
checked locations with local organizations and vine row directions are mainly notional. 
and/or individual winemakers, but total Where annotation is shown, it is minimal so as 
accuracy is almost impossible as plantings are not to spoil the effect. More detail is given on the 
changing all the time. In some New World key maps that accompany the most detailed 
areas massive planting is taking place, while in maps. Wineries are located at the main installa-
some outlying European areas vineyards are tion, not necessarily the tasting or visitors' cen-
being grubbed up. As well as vineyards, tre. `Top Vineyards, Chateaux and Wineries' 
general landscape features, such as forests, shown are the author's personal selection. 
rivers and mountains, have been painted as �v��Other wine maps Wine regions shown on 
accurately as possible. All the panoramic maps these maps are official growing areas (the 
have an element of perspective and this panoramic maps show planted vineyard areas). 
inevitably introduces slight distortion; a To the best of our knowledge, boundaries are 
vineyard or village in the north, at the top of a correct at the time of going to press. If you 
map, will appear smaller than one in the have more up-to-date information we would 
foreground. Scale bars indicate distances be delighted to hear from you. 
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Napa Valley has been famous 
for Cabernet Sauvignon for 
many decades. 

the climatic conditions of this particular part of the Napa 
Valley. Imprecise, sure. But there's more than a century of 
experience that says it's so. This imprecise but definable bal-
ance of elements affecting the grape is what the French would 
call terroir. It took them quite a while to work it out too. 

Since no-one, unsurprisingly, will agree on what was Bench 
and what wasn't, Rutherford and Oakville have simply settled 
for separate AVAs. Cabernet is what they do best, but there's 
good Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc too. Yet when you 
drive past the bluffs in the middle of the valley, just north of 
Yountville, you're driving past a barrier to the fog and wind 
that brings about a discernible dip in temperature to their 
south. Yountville is decidedly cooler than Oakville and it gets 
even cooler down by the town of Napa. They do grow reds 
here, but the most impressive results are from Chardonnay. 

The Mayacamas Range to the west is a collection of gaunt, 
thinly populated peaks, with coyotes, rattlesnakes and wild 
deer as likely to impede your progress as humans. But they do 
harbour some smashing vineyards, especially on Mount 
Veeder, Spring Mountain and Diamond Mountain. ~XTe're 

talking primarily incisive, focussed red wines from low-yielding 
volcanic soils at heights that can go past 600m (2000ft). 

Stags Leap District spreads out onto the valley floor and up 
the sides of several small hillocks about a mile away from the 
eastern mountains proper, towards Yountville, and produces 
Cabernets that are rich, pinging with fruit, yet artfully balanc-
ing tannin and acidity. Many Californian wine regions acquire 
their fame through relentless marketing effort. Stags Leap is 
famous because its wines taste better. Higher up the eastern 
mountains are Atlas Peak, Chiles Valley, Pope Valley and 
above all, Howell Mountain, whose vineyards 600m (2000ft) 
up give deliciously scented, but sturdy, reds. 

LOS CARNEROS 
The final vineyard area in the North Coast, and one of the most 
important in California, is Carneros. In the search to make 
wines of a supposedly European delicacy and finesse, Carneros 
was singled out as long ago as 1938 by Californian wine wizard 
Andre Tchelistcheff, but had been growing vines for maybe a 
century before that. It was the very un-California-ness that 
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attracted Tchelistcheff — small crops and small grapes struggling 
manfully to survive in conditions which included difficult soil 
and not enough rain, and with fog and wind a virtual certainty 
throughout the growing season. Delicate Pinot Noirs, zingy, 
crisp Chardonnays and tartly refreshing sparkling wines, along 
with the occasional fine Merlot and decent Cabernet all bear a 
`European' look, though the vineyards and the climate resemble 
nowhere in Europe's winelands that I know of. 

The Carneros wine region slithers across the southern end 
of Napa and Sonoma, the Mayacamas and Sonoma mountains 
splaying their feet into a series of rumpled hummocks that 
gradually subside into the water of San Pablo Bay. Farmers 
have always known that this was difficult soil to grow any-
thing on, and traditionally most of it was consigned to grazing. 
With an annual rainfall that is the lowest in both Napa and 
Sonoma counties — usually about 560mm (22in) - and a 
shallow, silty soil often only a couple of feet above impenetra-
ble, dense clay, few people felt inclined to plant the area. 

And then, when the search for acool-climate vineyard 
began, they were converted. The Golden date gap at San 

WHERE THE VINEYARDS ARE This magnificent map is almost 
too much o f a good thing, because so many o f Cali fornia's great 
vineyards are packed into the flatlands o f Sonoma, Carneros and 
I~Iapa and up on the surrounding mountains that I hardly know 
where to start. But I ~ll try. 

Let's begin with Carneros, which extends across the bottom o f the 
map. To the south, just o f f this map, are the waters o f San Pablo Bay, 
whose roaring winds and billowing fogs a f fect ail these vineyards, 
especially those nearest the Bay. The cooling influences do extend up 
the Sonoma and I~Iapa valleys, lessening as they go. I~Iorth-west o f the 
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Francisco is the only place the Pacific Ocean breaches the 
Coast Ranges to form the vast enclosed sea of San Francisco 
Bay and San Pablo Bay. And as the fogs and the winds are 
sucked inwards by the baking heat of the inland valleys, the 
first land they come to is Carneros. Fogs blanket Carneros dur-
ing the summer nights; these clear by late morning, to be 
replaced by bright sunshine — and then up comes the afternoon 
breeze, merely strong or positively howling depending on the 
conditions that day. 

The net result of this combination of hot sun and clammy fog 
is a very long, cool ripening period, from early March to well 
into October. The wind cools the vines, but its strength can also 
cause the vines' photosynthetic system to shut down temporar-
ily, delaying ripening. This is almost too much for most grape 
varieties, but remember, even if the warmth of Carneros is not 
that much different from somewhere like Chablis in Burgundy, 
we're at latitude 3 8 ° North here. That's the equivalent of the toe 
of Italy in Europe. The intensity of sunshine, warm or hot, is 
massively greater in southern Italy than in northern France. And 
it's the same in Carneros. 

town o f Sonoma are the fine vineyards o f Sonoma Mountain, while 
there are equally good sites in the Mayacamas mountains directly 
north o f Sonoma. Crossing over to the I~Iapa side o f the Mayacamas, 
Diamond Mountain (west above Calistoga), Spring Mountain and 
Mount Veeder all have fine, high-altitude vineyards, as does Howell 
Mountain to the north-east o f St Helena. There are also excellent 
sites in Stags Leap, east o f Yountville, and on various patches o f 
hillside near I~Iapa itself. The valley floor is a carpet o f vines, from 
cool I~Iapa right up to warm Calistoga, and the most famous sites are 
at Oakville and Rutherford. 
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AVA WINE AREAS AND TOP WINERIES 

SONOMA VALLEY 13. Duckhorn 27. Silver Oak SUB-AVAS 

1. St Francis 14. Grace Family 28. Domaine Chandon A. Sonoma Mountain 

2. Chateau St Jean 15. Newton 29. Shafer B. Spring Mountain 

3. Kistler 16. Beringer 30. Stag's Leap Wine District 

4. Laurel Glen 17. Spottswoode Cellars C. Howell Mountain 

5. Carmenet 18. Heitz 31. Clos du Val D. Rutherford 

6. Ravenswood 19. Franciscan 32. Hess Collection E. Oakville 

7. Gundlach-Bundschu 20. Joseph Phelps LOS CARNEROS F. Mount Veeder 

NAPA VALLEY 21. Niebaum-Coppola 33. Buena Vista G. Stags Leap District 

~ 8. Chateau Montelena 22. Grgich Hills 34. Domaine Carneros H. Atlas Peak 

9. Cuvaison 23. Beaulieu 35. Carneros Creek 

24. Frog's Leap 36. Acacia 
NAPA VALLEY = AVA 

10. Sterling WINE 

11. Schramsberg 25. Robert Mondavi 37. Saintsbury AREA 

12. Dunn 26. Opus One 38. Bouchaine 
AVA BOUNDARIES 

39. Kent Rasmussen 
�v��• �v�� �v��LOS CARNEROS 
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U.S. 50.00 
CAN $65.00 

alifornia is indisputably one of the 

great wine growing regions of the 

world, producing diverse, original, 

and vibrant wines of international repute. 

James Halliday, one of the world's premier 

wine critics and writers, has covered 15,000 

miles, visited over 300 wineries, and tasted 

1,500 wines to compile this magnificently 

illustrated volume. The Wine Alas of 

California explores all of California's nine 

wine producing regions, highlighting their 

scenic attractions and giving an overview of 

climate, soil, grape varieties, and winemaking 

history. In this volume, Halliday manages to 

combine his vast erudition with a lively and 

entertaining style, capturing local color and 

drawing intimate portraits of some of the 

people who make California wine justly 

renowned throughout the world. 

Illustrated with sumptuous botanical 

drawings, wine label art, and spectacular 

photographs by Oliver Strewe, the Wine Atlas 

of Cal fornia paints an exquisite picture of 

California's winemaking areas. State-of-the-

art maps, generated by computer, reflect the 

complex appellation system of California, 

while easily interpreted graphs provide a 

wealth of information on vintages, 

productions, and grape plantings. 

The Wine Atlas of California provides 

fascinating insights into the wine industry 

of California, past and present, offering 

invaluable guidance and information to the 

connoisseur, the tourist, and the amateur 

wine lover alike. James Halliday has succeeded 

in capturing the spirit of both the wines and 

the people who make them. 
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When Frank Schoonmaker and Tom Marvel wrote The Wines of America, in the 1940s, it 
was considered a curiosity. An entire book on American wines? Could there be that much 
to say? There was, but just barely. 

As late as the 1960s, when President Lyndon Johnson, for the first time, ordered 
American embassies around the world to serve only American wines, self-styled 
connoisseurs shuddered. They called him an unschooled chauvinist, and worse. American 
wine was for immigrants and college kids. Then, suddenly, thanks to a new generation of 
vintners and a new generation of consumers, everyone wanted to know about American 
wine. Wine writers scrambled to fill the demand. 

There are fashions in wine books, as there are in hemlines and politics. The early 1960s 
was the time for the big books the wine encyclopedias and the wine picture books, 
coffee-table version. 

The encyclopedias were global: a chapter on Italy, a chapter on Germany, two on 
France and, somewhere near the back, a few pages called "Other Wines of the World". 
Alas, in those days, that's often where American. _.wines were to be found. Some of the 
coffee-table books were more generous. They were mostly] p ~~t~~~e books and the beautiful 
California wine country lent itself easily to pictures. The texts of those books were- ~~ -~ 
minimal at best and often pretentious, but a few at least conveyed the sense of excitement 
and discovery that was so much a part of the wine scene in those days. 

Gradually, the wine literature became more specific. Even books for general readers 
became narrower in scope but deeper in interpretation. Instead of The Wines of the 
World, we got books on Napa or Sonoma, on specific grapes and on people who had 
influenced the wine industry. The cheerleading of the early days was, thank God, replaced 
by some good history and serious analysis. 

Of course there has been almost from the start a succession of influential books that are 
both learned, beautiful and exciting to read. Hugh Johnson's World Atlas of Wine comes 
immediately to mind. Now with James Halliday's Wine Alas of California, we can say the 
wheel has come full circle. Mr. Halliday combines immense knowledge of his subject 
expressed in disarmingly clear prose with years of hands-on experience and a 
formidable capacity for legwork. 

James Halliday started out as a lawyer, became absorbed in wine, as an amateur, as an 
investor and ultimately as a winemaker, winery owner and prominent wine writer. For 
years he juggled two careers. Finally, he pulled down his shingle and became a wineman 
tout court. Today he is known for his prolific writing, his skill as a wine judge, and as the 
owner and winemaker of Coldstream Hills, an award-winning winery in the Yarra Valley 
of the state of Victoria in Australia. 

Wine writing is plagued by hyperbole; a sort of phylloxera of the written word that 
spreads fast and is tough to root out. Competent winemakers become "geniuses", so-so 
wines are "superb", merely good becomes "truly magnificent" and even the dullest 
become "great for everyday drinking". 

The same holds for wine writing. Any ink- or wine- stained scribbler can sound 
off on, just to give an example, the relative merits of mountain-grown grapes. Halliday can 
say this: ". . . my own vineyards are steep hillside, with gradients of 25 degrees in part. I 
took the decision to buy the land and was physically involved in the planting. Indeed, one 
horrendous spring, I knelt before almost every one of the 30,000 new planted vines on 
one block, pulling away weeds by hand . . . ." 

How many wine writers can top that? Mr. Halliday brings not just his knowledge and 
passion to this beautiful study of California wine but a critical eye and a unique perspective. 

I enjoy tasting with James Halliday; I enj oy reading him even more. 

FRANK PRIAL 

The New York Times 

a s o v E~ 1~enaissance Vineyard, lookin8 
tor~vards Lahe Tahoe and the Sierras. 



NAPA GALLEY 

The Mayacamas Mountains start far to the north of Calistoga, running beyond 

Cloverdale at the northern end of Sonoma County's Alexander Valley. They dip down 

in two narrow saddles which mark either end of Knights Valley, and then rise again to 

provide the formidable bulwark which separates Napa County from Sonoma County. 

The county line carefully tracks the highest ridge line until it meets that of Lake County 

at the peak of Mount St. Helena. So it is that the West Mountains are (confusingly) the 

eastern side of the southern extremity of the Mayacamas Range, which commences to 

rise south of the city of Napa and continues up past (but only just past) Calistoga. 

Within this area are three distinct regions: Diamond Mountain, Spring Mountain 

and Mount Veeder. As at 1992 only Mount Veeder was a recognised AVA, but it can 

only be a question of time before the other two request and receive similar recognition. 

The wineries are congregated in two main groups. Mount Veeder hosts Chateau 

Potelle, Hess Collection, Jade Mountain, Mayacamas, Mount Veeder Winery and Sky. 

Then on Spring Mountain you will find Cain Cellars, Robert Keenan, Newton, Ritchie 

Creek, Smith-Madrone, Spring Mountain, Stony Hill and Philip Togni. 

Diamond Mountain's most famous winery is Diamond Creek; Graeser is to the 

north of what may be its official boundary on Petrified Forest Road, while Sterling has 

one of its high quality vineyards on the mountain. 

While there certainly are distinguishing characteristics of each district, they have far 

more in common with each other than the valley floor to the east of each. Elevation is, 

of course, the key, yet it would be idle to suggest that ~ll are at the same elevation. The 

mountainside vegetation tells you much: at lower levels you find grasslands, oaks and 

occasional olive trees; at intermediate levels the density becomes greater, with a mixture 

of oaks, madrones ana other shrubs; and finally redwoods, firs and some madrones at the 

highest levels. 

The ~Xlest Mountains boast spectacular scenery, heightened by those days on which 

fog enshrouds the valley floor, and by the changing colors of the seasons, reaching a 

peak with the gold and red hues of fall painting a vivid tapestry among the forests. For in 

these mountains, vineyards still have precarious toeholds. Life on the valley floor seems 

easy; that on the mountainside is as full of challenges as it is of rewards. 

O P P O 5 I T E ~ Bob Travers, long-time owner and u~inemaher at Mayacamas, presides over an 
extended family including his assistant u~inemaher's son, Andy Stetler. 

ABOVE ~ Netting is the only sure protection 
against the birds which live in the forested 
hillsides. 
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W hat I term the great te~~voi~~ debate first erupted 
between January and November 1983 in the 
columns of the English wine magazine Decanter. 
The chief protagonists were Bill Jekel (then 
owner of the Monterey vineyard and winery 
bearing his name) and Bruno Prats, owner of 
Chateau Cos-d'Estournel, the second-growth 
chateau in St. Estephe, Bordeaux. 

As I said on page 106, it is Prats who has 
given the most perfect definition of the word 
~erroi~ one can imagine: "The very French 
notion of the te~~oi~ looks at all the natural 
conditions which influence the biology of the 
vinestock and thus the composition of the grape 
itself. The ~erroii~ is the coming together of the climate, the soil and 
the landscape. It is the combination of an infinite number of 

factors: temperatures by night and by day, rainfall distribution, 
hours of sunlight, soil acidity, presence of minerals, depth, water-
retention, exposure to sunlight, slope and drainage, to name but a 
few. 1-~ll these factors react with each ether to form, in each part of 

the vineyard, what French wine growers call a teYvoi~~." 
Jekel was having none of this. "All too often, circular reasoning 

is used to explain the quality of wine, and its relation to the soil, as 
`The wine from these soils is superior, hence these soils are 
superior ...' There is no component of any soil that has ever been 
demonstrated to contribute fl avor to a wine, and there is no 
component in the soil of Bordeaux that does not exist In many 
other soils of the world." 

On the latter point, he was (and is) correct; the distinguished 
Bordeaux soil scientist G. Seguin says, "As our knowledge stands 
at the moment, it is impossible to establish any correlation 
between the quality of ovine and the ~sd-il content of any nutritive 
element, be it potassium, phosphorus or any other oligoelement.`~If - 
there were such a correlation it would be easy, with the 
appropriate chemical additives, to produce great wine anywhere." 

But when Jekel went on to suggest that "Declassification 
[of the 1855 division of the great Chateaux into growths] is a 

viable alternative that leaves the market place to adjust to the 
public perception of quality and value, without a system whose 
endorsement artificially inflates price," it is hard to believe he 

ABOVE ~ Hotiv long tiv~ll it be before 
mechanical harvesters consign such 

sights to the history books? 

was serious. 
Perhaps he sensed that the tide was turning against him, even in 

his native California. Professors Deborah Elliot -Fisk and Ann 
Noble have undertaken considerable research (which is on-going) 
which suggests there is an identifiable and repeatable link between 
the soils of the Napa Valley and the styles (and flavors) of the wines 
made from grapes grown on those soils. It must be said that as at 
199? the evidence for this proposition was far from compelling, but 
as methods of analysis of the sensory components of wine become 

ever mole sophisticated, there is no log 
limit to research of this kind. (Thus mf 

o~pyrazines, which give Cabernet Sauvig 

its distinctive taste, can be measured in leve] 
one part per trillion, equal to an ameba on 

side of Mount Everest, or half-an-inch on 
circumference of the earth.) 

The Oregon-based author Matt Krame 

perhaps the most articulate terroirist. In 
"Understanding" series of books, and rr 
significantly in his most recent Making Sens 
CalifoYnia Wine, he argues that all fine wi 
must exhibit a sense of place, a "feeling 
somewhereness." It is when he dismissE 

superbly made, fl avorsome, perfectly balanced wine wh 

nonetheless is not typical of its legion that he starts to los 

percentage of his audience. Typicality, or ~ypici~e, as the French 

it, is an admirable quality in the microscopic delineations of tee 

found in the French appellations, but it is not the be-all and e~ 
all. Should a Meursault be criticized because everyone pick 

(blind) as a Le Montrachet? 
Typici~e, a sense of place, a feeling of somewhereness, also assu 

a certain static character which underpins grape growing a 
winemaking techniques. Does one argue that those Monte: 
Cabernet Sauvignons which have thrown off the excessively vegf 

characters that so disfigured the first decade of production (thanks 
improved canopy management and water-use practices) no lon; 
have a sense of place? Or how does one deal with the hypotheti 
situation that Stony Hill or Hanzell should suddenly start use 

100% barrel fermentation in new French oak, 100% inalolactic a 
prolonged lees contact? The wines would be very different; soy 
might prefer them more, others would vehemently disappro~ 

What I am prepared to wager is that the "sense of place" wol 
disappear, simply because part of the existing sense of place in f 

stems from the minimalist winemaking techniques employed. 
Yet all of this said and done, I am in fundamental agreemE 

with those who assert the importance of tel~voi~~. The problem is 
determine how narrow or how wide one's perspective can (a 

should) be. Anyone who seeks to deny that Heitz Marth; 

Vineyard does not consistently and potently demonstrate a viti 
sense of place should try their hand at music or concrete-layi: 

anything but wine. Likewise one cannot doubt Bruno Pr< 
when he says: 

I~ is easy ~o demonstrate ~ha~ the ~erl~oi~~ determines the quality of the 
wine. The best Bordeaux winemahe~s each wovk several chapeaux. 
The same man, using the same vaT~ieties, the same equipment and 
the same pi~oceduT~es, will make at diffe~~ent places vevy diffei~en~ 
wines, and the same diffevences are found vintage afteY vintage. 

~~,I! ' I __ 
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To come back to California and to the Napa Valley, there is no 
question that the benchlands of Oakville and Rutherford would 
have been accorded first growth status had they been settled by 
French grape growers 500 years ago. Equally, the heavy, dark Yolo 
loams of the fl ood plain of the Napa River would have been 
consigned to the level of Crus Bourgeois and the Enure-Deux-Hers. 

On an even smaller perspective, one of the silver linings to the 
phylloxera cloud has been the sudden opportunity (however 
forced and however costly) for grape growers with even relatively 
small vineyards to say, "This block is in fact better suited to 
Chardonnay than Cabernet, that block (100 yards away) is better 
suited to Cabernet than Chardonnay." 

At the other end of the perspective scale, it has raised the 
question for many winemakers in the Napa Valley whether they 

produce great Cabernet Sauvignon or great Merlot not merely 
adequate. Earlier on, growers discovered the hard way that Pinot 
Noir was a perfectly miserable grape when planted in the wrong 
~evroi~, but Chardonnay is such an accommodating variety it 
papered over the cracks. 

In all of this, it has to be remembered that to all intents and 
purposes the quality California wine industry as we know it today is 
barely 30 years old, and a real understanding of how and why vines 
grow (and how they should be manipulated) is still being acquired. 

The challenge for California (and for all the New World) is to 
maximize the character and quality of the wine (or wines) of a 
given region without falling into the trap of stereotyping. The 
climate and absence of restrictive appellation laws present an 
abundance of choice: the right decisi~~s will only be made if the 
character of the terroir is understo:oc~ and respected. 

l 
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