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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

06/23/2023

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer information

Name Estefan Enterprises, Inc.

Granted to date 06/24/2023

of previous ex-

tension

Address 420 JEFFERSON AVENUE
MIAMI BEACH, FL 33139
UNITED STATES

Correspondence KAREN L. STETSON

information GRAYROBINSON, P.A.

333 S.E. 2ND AVENUE, STE. 3200

MIAMI, FL 33131

UNITED STATES

Primary email: Karen.Stetson@gray-robinson.com
Secondary email(s): IPDocket@gray-robinson.com
305-416-6880

Applicant information

Application no.

97490213 Publication date 04/25/2023

Opposition filing
date

06/23/2023 Opposition period | 06/24/2023

ends

Applicant

Retrobrands America LLC

1771 BLOUNT ROAD SUITE 203
POMPANO BEACH, FL 33069
UNITED STATES

Goods/services affected by opposition

Class 025. First Use: None First Use In Commerce: None
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Clothing, namely, hoodies, t-shirts, tank top

Grounds for opposition

| Priority and likelihood of confusion

| Trademark Act Section 2(d)

Mark cited by opposer as basis for opposition

U.S. application/ registration | NONE Application date NONE
no.

Register NONE

Registration date NONE

Mark MIAMI SOUND MACHINE



https://estta.uspto.gov

Goods/services

Audio and video recordings featuring musical and artistic perform-
ances and entertainment services, including live and recorded per-
formances.

Related proceed-
ings

NONE

Attachments REVISED Miami Sound Machine Opposition_.pdf(1704537 bytes )
Signature /Karen L. Stetson/
Name KAREN L. STETSON

Date

06/23/2023




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE BEFORE THE
TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In the matter of U.S. Application No.
97490213 for the mark “MIAMI SOUND
MACHINE” published for opposition on April 25, 2023

ESTEFAN ENTERPRISES,
INC., Florida corporation,

Opposer,
Vs. Opposition No.

RETROBRANDS AMERICA, LLC, a
Florida limited liability company,

Applicant.

Notice of Opposition

Estefan Enterprises, Inc. (“Plaintiff,” “Opposer,” or “Estefan Enterprises”), a Florida
corporation having an address of 420 Jefferson Avenue, Miami Beach, Florida 33139, by and
through its attorneys, GrayRobinson, P.A., hereby files this Notice of Opposition (“Opposition”)
against U.S. Application No. 97490213 MIAMI SOUND MACHINE filed by Retrobrands
America, LLC (“Applicant”), a Florida limited liability company with a principal office at 1771
Blount Road, Suite 203, Pompano Beach, Florida 33069.

By way of this Notice of Opposition, Opposer states as follows:

1. Opposer Estefan Enterprises, Inc. is a Florida corporation with an address of 420
Jefferson Avenue, Miami Beach, Florida 33139.

2. Estefan Enterprises is, inter alia, a well-known, successful, producer of musical
recordings performed by many Grammy-winning, well-known Latin artists. Its owners are

songwriter and recording artist Gloria Estefan, a global superstar who has sold over 100 million

#50771155 vl



records, won 8 Grammy Awards, and has been the recipient, amongst many honors, of a
Kennedy’s Center Honor, an American Music Award for Lifetime Achievement and is an
inductee in the Songwriters’ Hall of Fame, and Emilio Estefan, Jr., who is, among other pursuits,
a highly renowned musician, songwriter, record and television producer, who has also been
recognized with numerous accolades, including 19 Grammy Awards, the Presidential Medal of
Freedom and the Gershwin Prize (the “Estefans”).

3. The Estefans formed a musical group known as the Miami Sound Machine in
1979 and, through Estefan Enterprises, have owned and headed the group since its inception.
Gloria Estefan is the featured artist of the group and has been accompanied by various musicians
through the years. The musical group known as the Miami Sound Machine has been very
successful, both in terms of sales of records, and also as concert performers. More than a dozen
albums have been released under the trademark MIAMI SOUND MACHINE featuring the
performances of recording artist Gloria Estefan and, in addition to a string of hit singles, have
sold in excess of 8 million albums.

4, Estefan is the owner of the trademark MIAMI SOUND MACHINE, a mark that
has been used continuously in interstate commerce since at least January 1, 1979 in connection
with audio and video recordings featuring musical and artistic performances and entertainment
services, including live and recorded performances.

5. Applicant Retrobrands America, LLC, is a Florida limited liability company
formed and organized under the laws of the State of Florida. Applicant was originally named
Retrobrands America, LLC and formed on August 5, 2019, but underwent a name change to

Retrobrands USA, LLC on July 29, 2022.
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6. On July 6, 2022, Applicant filed application 97490213 for “MIAMI SOUND
MACHINE.”

7. The MIAMI SOUND MACHINE application filed on July 6, 2022 and published
for opposition on April 25, 2023 was for “clothing, namely, hoodies, t-shirts, and tank tops.”

8. Applicant has not yet used the applied for mark in interstate commerce.

0. Applicant’s MIAMI SOUND MACHINE mark is confusingly similar to
Opposer’s MIAMI SOUND MACHINE mark as it is identical.

10. Applicant’s Goods are sold or offered to the same consumers as those targeted by
Opposer, namely, fans of the Estefans and the musical group known as the Miami Sound
Machine.

11. The stated purpose of Applicant’s business is to take advantage of valuable
trademarks which it believes have been “abandoned.” According to Applicant: “Retrobrands
USA LLC! specializes in locating famous and iconic brands that have been ‘abandoned’ by their
former conglomerate owners. Retrobrands USA LLC acquires these valuable trademarks and
then through our Licensees, re-launches and distributes these reformulated brands to the tens of
millions of consumers who eagerly await their return to the marketplace.” See attached.

12. Estefan Enterprises, Inc. has never legally abandoned its MIAMI SOUND
MACHINE mark, which can be easily verified by a quick internet search. Products featuring the
mark are still very much being distributed in interstate commerce.

13. The identification of Applicant’s Goods in Application 97490213 does not place
any restrictions on Applicant’s trade channels and, therefore, Applicant’s Goods may be sold or

offered through the same or similar trade channels as Opposer’s goods and services.

! Applicant was doing business as Retrobrands America, LLC from at least August of 2019 until approximately July
0f 2022 when Retrobrands America, LLC changed its name to Retrobrands USA, LLC.
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14. Although the Goods to be offered and sold by Applicant are not identical to those
offered by Opposer, Opposer believes that the nature of the Goods to be offered and sold by
Applicant are sufficiently related, i.e., fan merchandise, that the ordinary consumer will
mistakenly believe that Opposer is either the source of the goods or is somehow affiliated with or
the sponsor of Applicant.

15. There is, therefore, a likelihood of confusion between Opposer’s MIAMI SOUND
MACHINE mark and the Applicant’s MIAMI SOUND MACHINE mark. If Applicant’s
97490213 application is permitted to register in connection with Applicant’s Goods, there will be
a continued presumption of ownership by Applicant of a mark for which there is a continued
likelihood of confusion, mistake and deception among the consuming public and the trade as to
the source of, affiliatin with or sponsorship of Opposer and Opposer’s goods and services sold
and offered under MIAMI SOUND MACHINE, all in violation of Section 2(d) of the Lanham
Act, 15 U.S.C. Section 1052(d).

WHEREFORE, Estefan Enterprises, Inc. will be damaged by the registration of the
MIAMI SOUND MACHINE Mark and respectfully requests that the instant Notice of
Opposition be granted and that Application 97490213 not be registered.

The necessary filing fee of $400.00 for the above opposition is paid concurrently with the
filing of this Notice of Opposition.

DATED this 23nd day of June, 2023.

Respectfully Submitted,

GRAY ROBINSON, P.A.
Attorneys for Opposer

333 S.E. 2nd Avenue, Suite 3200
Miami, Florida 33131

Florida Bar No. 742937
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Phone: (305) 416-6880
Fax: (305) 416-6887
karen.stetson@gray-robinson.com

By: /s/ Karen L. Stetson

Karen L. Stetson
Florida Bar No.: 742937
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6/22/23, 4:13 PM

Jeffrey Kaplan - Managing Member - Retrobrands America LLC | LinkedIn

in 3

Jeffrey Kaplan

Managing Member, Retrobrands America LLC
Pompano Beach, Florida, United States
2K followers - 500+ connections

Join to view profile

‘ Retrobrands America LLC
R Rutgers Business School

& Company Website &2

Activity

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jeffrey-kaplan-8a930640 1/8



6/22/23, 4:13 PM Jeffrey Kaplan - Managing Member - Retrobrands America LLC | LinkedIn

LIKEU Dy Jellicy Napidil

( Join now to see all activity )

Experience

Retrobrands America LLC
BB 11 years 6 months

Managing Member
Jan 2012 - Present - 11 years 6 months

Managing Member
Jan 2012 - Present - 11 years 6 months

Owner
- Retrobrands USA LLC

Jan 2012 - Present - 11 years 6 months
United States

Retrobrands USA LLC specializes in locating famous and iconic brands that have been
"abandoned" by their former conglomerate owners. Retrobrands USA LLC acquires
these valuable trademarks and then through our Licensees, re-launches and
distributes these reformulated brands to the tens of millions of consumers who
eagerly await their return to the marketplace. Our properties cover all categories
including candy, food, OTC, personal care, pet food and many others. Some success
stories include the...

<Show more v>

Education

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jeffrey-kaplan-8a930640 3/8
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