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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

AMANDA PERTL,   ) 

) 

an individual, Opposer )  Opposition No. 91273694 

) 

v. )  Serial No. 88/795097 

) 

TARA WEST, )  Mark: KINDERREADERS 

)   

an individual, Applicant )  Interlocutory Attorney: JILL M MCCORMACK 

____________________________________) 

ANSWER TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

Applicant Tara West (“Applicant”) herby answers the notice of opposition of 

Opposer Amanda Pertl (“Opposer”) as follows.  All allegations not specifically admitted herein 

are denied. With regard to the preamble and electronic information and exhibits attached to the 

Notice of Opposition, Applicant lacks sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or 

falsity of the allegations, and therefore denies them. With respect to the numbered paragraphs of 

the Notice of Opposition, Applicant Answers each numbered paragraph as follows: 

1. Applicant lacks sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of 

the allegations set forth in numbered paragraph 1 of the Notice of Opposition and, therefore, denies 

said allegation.  

2. Applicant lacks sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of 

the allegations set forth in numbered paragraph 2 of the Notice of Opposition and, therefore, denies 

said allegation.  

3. Applicant lacks sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of 

the allegations set forth in numbered paragraph 3 of the Notice of Opposition and, therefore, denies 

said allegation.  

4. Applicant lacks sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of 



the allegations set forth in numbered paragraph 4 of the Notice of Opposition and, therefore, denies 

said allegation.  

5. Denied.   

6. Applicant lacks sufficient information to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of 

the allegations set forth in numbered paragraph 6 of the Notice of Opposition and, therefore, denies 

said allegation.  

7. Denied. 

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

1. Opposer fails to state a claim upon which relief can be granted. 

2. No likelihood of confusion exists between Applicant’s use of its 

KINDERREADERS mark and Opposer’s use of its alleged Mark. 

3. Opposer cannot be damaged by registration of the KINDERREADERS because 

Applicant already owns an existing registration for the same or substantially identical mark. 

4. Opposer’s claims are barred by the doctrine of unclean hands. 

5. The requested relief is barred by equitable doctrines of laches, stopper, waiver, 

and/or acquiescence. 

WHEREFORE, Applicant prays that the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board deny the 

Opposition and permit registration of Applicant’s proposed mark in Application Serial No. 

88795097 in the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 



DATED this 7th day of February, 2022. Respectfully submitted, 

By: /s/Arthur Shaffer  

Arthur K. Shaffer, #50,257 

MCDOWELL RICE SMITH & BUCHANAN

605 West 47th Street, Suite 350 

Kansas City, MO 64112  

ashaffer@mcdowellrice.com

Telephone: (816) 753-5400 

Facsimile:  (816) 753-9996 

Attorneys for Applicant

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on February 7, 2022 a true and correct copy of the foregoing was 

served via email upon Opposer’s counsel at the following email address: 

Ms. Amanda Pertl, Opposer, pro se 

amapertl@gmail.com 

Dated: February 7, 2022 /Arthur Shaffer/


