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DECLARATION OF PRIESTLEY JOHNSON

1. I am the Director of Strategic Community Partnerships at When We All Vote, a
project of Civic Nation. I have held my position for 3 years. The contents of this declaration are
within my personal knowledge.

2, In the course of conducting its regular business activities, Civic Nation maintains
records of past programs and events. These records are made at or near the time the programs
and events were conducted. It is a regular practice of Civic Nation’s business activities to make
and keep these records. As the Director of Strategic Community Partnerships at When We All
Vote, a project of Civic Nation, I am familiar with these records.

3. Since at least as early as 2020, When We All Vote has used the phrase “Stroll to
the Polls.” Specifically, When We All Vote has worked alongside sororities and fraternities to
plan “Stroll to the Polls” events to encourage voting in communities of color. Exhibit 1. “Stroll
to the Polls” events involve marching to the polls to vote, and often include rallies and other
events intended to make voting a fun and inspiring community experience.

4, During the week of October 26 through October 30, 2020, a When We All Vote
volunteer helped organize a “Stroll to the Polls” event with members of the Zeta Phi Beta
sorority and Phi Beta Sigma fraternity in North Carolina. When We All Vote helped organize a
National Vote Early Day event in Georgia, which included a “Stroll to the Polls.” Exhibit 2.
Additionally, When We All Vote volunteers helped organize a “Stroll to the Polls” event in

Minois.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
DocuSigned by:

Signed this 30 day of August, 2022 in Washington, DC. WW
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8/28/22,3:08 PM Greeks for Harris Strolito the Pells — Howard University News Service

);

F (https://www.facebook.com/hunewsservice/?ref=bookmarks) W (https:/twitter.com/HUNewsService)

@ (https://wwwiinstagram.com/hunewsservice/) [ ¥ Mail Us: info@hunewsservice.com (mailto:http:/info@hunewsservice.com)

9 525 Bryant St. NW

#) {hitp://hunewsservice.com/wp-login.php?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fhunewssetvice.com%2F politics% 2Fgreeks-for-harris-stroli-to-the-polls%2F)

Q

UNIVERSITY

{(http:/hunewsservice.com/)

HOWARD

UNIVERSITY

{(httpy/hunewsservice.comy/)

hitps:i/hunewsservice.com/politics/greeks-for-harris-stroli-to-the-polls/ 1112

AKAQ00000809



8/28/22,3:08 PM Greeks for Harris Strolito the Pells — Howard University News Service

Sen. Kamala Harris spent her Election Day traveling the country on a last-effort campaign trail as the 2020 presidential election still
hangs in the balance. Back at her alma mater, her “family” gathered to support her as she waited out the moments that could see her
make history as the first African American and South Asian woman inthe Oval Office.

Harrig’ sisters from the (http:/hunewsservice.com/news/howard-university-honors-vp-candidate-alumna-kamala-harris-at-
changemaker-celebration/)s (htip://hunewsservice.com/news/howard-university-honors-vp-candidate-alumna-kamala-harris-at-
changemaker-celebration/)pring (htip:/hunewsservice.com/news/howard-university-honors:vp-candidate-alumna-kamala-harris-at-

chanaemaker-celebration/Y (hito:/hunewsservice.com/news/howard-universitv-honors-vn-candidate-alumna-kamala-harris-at-
hitps:ihunewsservice comipoliticslgreeks-for-harris-strolito-the-polls/ 212
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8/28/22,3:08 PM Greeks for Harris Strolito the Pells — Howard University News Service
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changemaker-celebration/)86 (http:/hunewsservice.com/news/howard-university-honors-vp-candidate-alumna-kamala-harris-at-
changemaker-celebration/) line-of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., met.on The Yard at Howard University. Wearing their pearls and
sorority shields, the AKAs posed by their sorority plot. The collective signed a commemorative poster, recognizing Harris for her
achievements and contributions to the United States and to the Black community.

“Senator Harris is an example, hopefully, not just to young women of color but to young women in general,” said Dr. Elaine Witter,
Harris’ classmate and line sister.

Since she was selected as Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden's running mate, Harris has received an outpouring of support
from Black Greek-letterorganizations. Members of the Divine 9 organizations — Dehta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority Inc,, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Ihe., Sigma Gamma Rho Serority Inc., Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc,,
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc., Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc. and lota Phi Theta Fraternity Inc. — have been seen “strolling to the
polls”

“Never in a million years would | have ever thought that this would be a banner, a flagship for voting,” Maisha Land, founder of the
“Stroll to the Polls” movernent, told 11Alive in Atlanta. "We can get the job done, and it shows that black women are always engaged.
That culminates into something fantastic for our country, for our famiilies, for our communities.” She went on to say that the success
of the campaign shows the unity among Greek organizations.

Though they have not officially endorsed Harris, leaders of Black organizations have cheered her on as a Black-woman, an HBCU
alumna and a member of a Black Greek organization. They are quite aware that a win for Harris would signify the lasting political
influence that Black institutions, history and culiure can have.

“People are going to be excited again,” said Alpha Phi Alpha member Adisa Aarons of Columbus, Ohio. “They know whenthey bring
their issues to the tabls, their concerns are actually going 1o be heard — not just a photo opportunity”

"Having a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha at the table will be a wonderful thing. For when there are issues HBCUs or the black
commurnity are having, we have someone who can speak on our behalf”

Since being announced candidate for vice president, the California senator has had a powerful network of people supporting her.
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8/26/22,.3:08 PM Greeks for Harris Stroll to the Polls — Howard University News Service
During the course of the election, she has received negative commentary from the president calling her “mean” and "nasty.” Her

supporters, including a collective made up of the four D9 sorority presidents and women civic organization leaders penned an-open

letter to Harris on Oct. 9, to remind her, “We got your back!"

“We are raising our collective 5 million voices to uplift and encourage you,” the letter said. “The strength and power you represent put
fear in some. Whenyou are demearied and disrespected, all African American women are demeaned and disrespected. We will not let
this continue without a response;

Over the past few months, Harris has held several "Get-Out-the-Vote" events, encouraging eligible voters to go 1o the polls and exercise
their rights. At-each of these events, members of Divine 9 organizations made their presence known.

They wore paraphernalia, did their respective organizations’ calls and, in the case of the AKAs, held up pink and green signs in support
of their sister. While the organizations are nonpartisan, their rank-and-file members stepped up nationwide to help with voter
mobilization and outreach. Members report driving voters to the polls, passing out water on Election Day and hosting voter
informationals.

The Divine 9 has launched several major campaigns for this election and set major financial goals. After Harris joined Biden's
campaign, the Democratic National Commitiee began receiving §19.08 donations as a tribute 1o the year Harris" sorority was founded.
The DNC has received over 14,408 donations in that amount. The Divine 9 has also called for their members who are-lawyers to
volunteer for the National Bar Association's election protection initiative. This will protect volers whose registrations have been
changed, voters who have been told that their ballots are invalid and voters who are still waiting in line when the polls close.

Each organization has its own national efforts to increase voter turnout. Members of Kappa Alpha Psihave been working alongside
Alpha Kappa Alpha with former First Lady Michelle Obama’s “When We All Vote” initiative to ensure communities of color are prepared
for the election. The local Silver Spring alumni chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi has been going to Philadelphia to register people and spent
Election Day handing out water to voters-waiting in line. Members of Delta Sigma Theta have held several events to encourage voter
participation such as community issues-and candidate forums, voter protection events, and voter education and mobilization events.

“I've been passionate about connecting and warrted to do a little bit more than just voter registration. A lot of people don't realize there
are a lot of things you can do virtually, says AKA graduate member Sonica Dixon of Westchester, New York. “We held a voter
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8/26/22,.3.08 PM Greeks for Harris-Stroftto the Polls ~ Howard University News Service
education workshop that helped individuals learn that the homeless vote counts.” The workshop also informed participants about how

those with criminal records could have their voting rights restored as well as the do's and don'ts of in-person voting.

Members of Greek organizations at Howard University have been reaching out 1o their community of voters as well. The National Pan-
Hellenic Council (https://www.nphchg.org/quantum/) posted campaigns that informed students of the important reasons to utilize
thelr voting power. Omega Psi Phi (https:/www.instagram.com/p/CFOEIrugdKny/), Phi Beta Sigma
(https://www.instagram.com/p/CEclrg5Fk61/), Delta Sigma Theta (https:/www.instagram.com/p/CE-HOVqg4U9/yand Harris’ initiating
(https://www.instagram.com/p/CHGLACH]6Na/) AKA (https://www.instagram.com/p/CHGLACH]6Na/) chapter
(https://www.instagram.com/p/CHGLACHj&Na/) have been posting a series of graphics about the voting process and basic rights.

Biden stated that if he won the election, he would create a Divine 9 section in his White House outreach office. This office is
responsible for providing the president and senior staff with information about the political climate that will help them construct
outreach efforts. If Divine 9 organizations are given this opportunity, they will be able 1o ensure that issues specific to the Black
community-are being discussed inthe White House and work toward solutions.

Divine 9 organizations have seized this morment to make their impact on the nation. Vice presidential candidate Harris has given her
fellow Black Greek organizations a platform to showcase their community ties, showcase HBCU pride, encourage voter participation
and illustrate what it really means to be a member of a Black Greek organization.
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8/26/22,. 313.PM Augusta celebrates National Vote Early Day - WFXG

77° {/weather}

1

Augusta celebrates National Vote Early Day

Ootober #hth, 147 AM EDT
Updated: November16th, 6:48 AMEST
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AUGUSTA, BA (WFXG) - Augusta Kicked off National Vote Early Day with food, fun and a rally; as people strolled to the polls. The event was.a joint
effort between Mayor Hardie Davis, and the Nonspartisan-organizations When We All Vote, and The New Georgia Project.

Many: people were casting their ballotat Bell Auditoriunon Saturday; October 24.

“Well when Fwas running, when | was a candidate, it was very disappointing to me to-see only 20-30% of the people vote, That's notan accurate
representation of our ¢ity” Commissioner William Ferinoy told FOX 54,

Addingthat he's glad that even people wha-are too-youny to vote participated in the rally.
“Hopefully that will encourage themtovote when they become eligible,” said Fennoy.
People heading 1o the pollstoday were notonly excited to cast their vote, but also to educate others on why they.should as well.

“This is the most important election of eur lifetime, said Augusta resident Jordan Johnson. "And if you have an issuethat'simpertant to you, it's-on
the ballot. So make sure not only-are you voting for president but every office on the hallot”

Copyright 2020 WFXG. All fightsreserved:
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