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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

In the Matter of STROLL TO THE POLLS Ser. No. 90012428 

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority    ) 

       ) 

  Opposer,    ) 

       ) 

       ) Opposition No. 91,267,937 

       ) 

  v.     ) 

       ) 

       ) 

Stroll to the Polls, Inc.              ) 

       ) 

  Applicant.    ) 

__________________________________________) 

 

FIRST AMENDED NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 
 

 Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, a District of Columbia nonprofit corporation, having a 

business address of 5656 S. Stony Island Avenue, Chicago, Illinois (“AKA” or “Opposer”), 

believes that it will be damaged by registration of Application No. 90012428 for the mark 

STROLL TO THE POLLS and hereby opposes its registration.  In support of its First Amended 

Notice of Opposition, AKA alleges as follows.   

Opposer files this First Amended Notice of Opposition with Applicant’s consent.  

Background Information on “STROLL TO THE POLLS” 

1. “Strolling” is a longstanding tradition associated with the Divine Nine, which are 

nine African-American fraternity and sorority organizations.  Opposer AKA is a member of the 

Divine Nine. 

 2. Strolling is a dance form that dates back to the early 1900s that proudly 

showcases African-American culture, harkens back to African roots and is performed to show 

camaraderie, community, unity and love. 
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 3. For many years prior to Applicant’s 2018 alleged dates of first use, AKA has been 

using the phrase “STROLL TO THE POLLS” in an effort to get people to the polls to vote.  

Other members of the Divine Nine also have used the tagline in connection with voter 

engagement and registration prior to 2018. 

 4. AKA has a time-honored tradition of voter engagement and registration.  In 

connection with Sorority member Vice-President Kamala Harris having been on the Presidential 

ballot, one of the AKA Sorority members catapulted the concept of “STROLL TO THE POLLS” 

onto the national stage by recruiting other members of Divine Nine sororities to create a video 

that went viral.  Exhibit A contains a news article explaining how members of the Divine Nine 

have mobilized voters to the polls for decades and provides more information about the creation 

of the “STROLL TO THE POLLS” video that went viral. 

 5. With the advent of AKA Sorority member Vice-President Harris having been on 

the Presidential ballot, there has been an explosion of STROLL TO THE POLLS merchandise 

for sale.  Demonstrating this, Exhibit B contains a screenshot from the “images” section of a 

Google search for “STROLL TO THE POLLS MERCHANDISE,” showing a large number of 

T-shirts bearing the STROLL TO THE POLLS tagline. 

The “STROLL TO THE POLLS” Application 

 6. The original owner of the subject application was Ramona Prioleau (“Prioleau”).  

On or about December 1, 2020, Prioleau assigned the application to Applicant.  Exhibit C 

contains a copy of the assignment.  As indicated in the assignment, as well as the prosecution 

history for the application, Prioleau is the Correspondent for the application. See Exhibit D 

(USPTO title/status printout, showing Prioleau is the Correspondent for the application). 
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 7. As indicated on Applicant’s www.strolltothepolls.org website, Prioleau is the 

founder of Applicant and “A life member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.” See Exhibit E (print 

out from www.strolltothepolls.org). 

 8. As indicated on Applicant’s website, the Class 25 apparel is sold in conjunction 

with Applicant’s mission to educate the public about voter registration.  Exhibit F contains a 

printout from Applicant’s website offering the merchandise for sale. 

Grounds for Opposition 

 9. Opposer has prior use of the phrase STROLL TO THE POLLS.  Opposer 

continues to use the phrase STROLL TO THE POLLS. 

 10. Because the apparel sold under Applicant’s mark is sold in conjunction with 

Applicant’s mission of voter engagement, it is related to Opposer’s prior longstanding and 

continuous use of STROLL TO THE POLLS. 

 11. Applicant’s mark fails to function as a trademark because it provides an 

information political message that is not capable of indicating source. 

 12. Applicant’s mark, as applied to the apparel products, also is merely ornamental.  

As such, the tagline fails to function as an indicator of source and therefore is not registrable. 

 13. In the Declaration for the application, Prioleau stated that: 

•  She believed she was “the owner of the trademark… sought to be registered”; 

and 

•  To the best of her knowledge and belief, no other persons… have the right to 

use the mark in commerce.” 

14. As indicated in Prioleau’s biography on Applicant’s website in Exhibit E and her 

LinkedIn Profile in Exhibit G, Prioleau is a highly educated and sophisticated lawyer and 

business person who understands the import of legal Declarations.  Applicant’s website boasts: 
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Ramona Prioleau spent many years as a corporate attorney, 

representing Board of Directors, investment banks, investment 

funds and activist investors. 

 WHEREFORE, Opposer requests that the Board deny registration of Application No. 

90012428 and that this First Amended Notice of Opposition be sustained in Opposer’s favor. 

 Dated: March 28, 2022  Respectfully submitted, 

 

      PATTISHALL, McAULIFFE, NEWBURY, 

        HILLIARD & GERALDSON LLP 

 

       By:  /Jessica A. Ekhoff/ 

 

Jessica A. Ekhoff 

Felicia G. Traub 

200 South Wacker Drive, Suite 2900 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 

       (312) 554-8000 

       jae@pattishall.com 

       fgt@pattishall.com  

 

       Attorneys for Opposer, 

       Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing FIRST AMENDED NOTICE OF 

OPPOSITION was served upon the counsel for Stroll to the Polls, Inc. identified below by email 

on March 28, 2022: 

Willard A. Stanback 

WILLARD ALONZO STANBACK PC 

36 West Lafayette St. Ste. 103 

Trenton, NJ 08608 

willardalonzo@stanback-pc.com  

             

             /Jessica A. Ekhoff/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 










































































