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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer Information

Name The Mainland Companies, LLC

Granted to Date
of previous ex-
tension

10/31/2020

Address 118 16TH AVENUE S., STE. 230
NASHVILLE, TN 37203
UNITED STATES

Attorney informa-
tion

PAUL W. KRUSE
BONE MCALLESTER NORTON PLLC
511 UNION STREET
SUITE 1600
NASHVILLE, TN 37219
UNITED STATES
Primary Email: trademarks@bonelaw.com
Secondary Email(s): trademarks@bonelaw.com
6152386304

Docket Number 006176-60801

Applicant Information

Application No. 88890706 Publication date 09/01/2020

Opposition Filing
Date

10/12/2020 Opposition Peri-
od Ends

10/31/2020

Applicant CHUKUMERIJE, IKEM
8549 WILSHIRE BLVD #1131
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90211
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 036. First Use: 0 First Use In Commerce: 0
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Real estate acquisition services; Real es-
tate agency services; Real estate investment services; Real estate listing services for housing rentals
and apartment rentals; Real estate management services; Residential real estate agency services

Grounds for Opposition

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act Section 2(d)

Mark Cited by Opposer as Basis for Opposition

U.S. Application 90129844 Application Date 08/21/2020

http://estta.uspto.gov


No.

Registration Date NONE Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark MAINLAND

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 037. First use: First Use: 2011/02/27 First Use In Commerce: 2011/02/27

Real estate development
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Name PAUL W. KRUSE

Date 10/12/2020
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

 

 

The Mainland Companies, LLC,      )     

       ) 

   Opposer,         ) 

       ) Opposition No. __________ 

 v.        )   

         ) Ser. No. 88890706 

Ikem Chukumerije,     ) 

         ) 

   Applicant     ) 

       ) 

Attorney Ref. No. 006176-60800   ) 

           

 

 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

 

 

Box TTAB FEE 

Commissioner for Trademarks 

P.O. Box 1451 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1451 

 

Sir: 

 

 The Mainland Companies, LLC (hereinafter Opposer) is or will be damaged by the 

registration of the mark MAINLAND, which is set forth in application Ser. No. 88890706 and 

owned by Ikem Chukumerije (hereinafter Applicant), and hereby opposes the same.  

 As grounds for the opposition, Opposer, by its attorneys, avers as follows:  

 1. On April 28, 2020, Applicant submitted application Ser. No. 88890706 to the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office based on Applicant’s bona fide intent to use 

MAINLAND in connection with “real estate acquisition services; real estate agency services; 
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real estate investment services; real estate listing services for housing rentals and apartment 

rentals; real estate management services; and residential real estate agency services”.  

Information about this application is submitted herewith as Exhibit A, incorporated herein by 

reference and made of record thereby.   

 2. On August 21, 2020, Opposer submitted application Ser. No. 90129844 to the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office based on Opposer’s use of MAINLAND in 

connection with “real estate development” since at least as early as February 27, 2011.  

Information about this application is submitted herewith as Exhibit B, incorporated herein by 

reference and made of record thereby.   

 3.  On September 1, 2020, application Ser. No. 88890706 was published for 

opposition. 

4. Opposer owns application Ser. No. 90129844 as well as the mark set forth therein. 

 5. The mark set forth in application Ser. No. 90129844 and the mark set forth in 

application Ser. No. 88890706 are identical. 

6. The mark set forth in application Ser. No. 90129844 and the mark set forth in 

application Ser. No. 88890706 share a similar appearance. 

7. The mark set forth in application Ser. No. 90129844 and the mark set forth in 

application Ser. No. 88890706 share a similar sound. 

8. The mark set forth in application Ser. No. 90129844 and the mark set forth in 

application Ser. No. 88890706 share a similar meaning. 
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9. The mark set forth in application Ser. No. 90129844 and the mark set forth in 

application Ser. No. 88890706 share a similar overall commercial impression. 

10. The mark set forth in application Ser. No. 90129844 and the mark set forth in 

application Ser. No. 88890706 are confusingly similar. 

 11. The services set forth in application Ser. No. 90129844 and the services set forth 

in application Ser. No. 88890706 fall in the same international class, namely, Class 36.  

 12. The services set forth in application Ser. No. 90129844 and the services set forth 

in application Ser. No. 88890706 are closely related.  

 13. The conditions surrounding the marketing of the services set forth in application 

Ser. No. 90129844 and the services set forth in application Ser. No. 88890706 are such that they 

could be encountered by the same purchasers under circumstances that could give rise to the 

mistaken belief that they come from a common source.   

 14. The mark set forth in application Ser. No. 90129844 was first used in commerce 

prior to any actual use or constructive use of the mark set forth in application Ser. No. 88890706. 

 15. The mark set forth in Ser. No. 90129844 has been in continuous use in commerce 

since at least as early as February 27, 2011, and is still in use in commerce in connection with the 

services set forth therein. 

16. Opposer will be damaged by the issuance of this registration.  Specifically, the 

mark set forth in application Ser. No. 88890706 consists of or comprises a mark which so 

resembles the mark set forth in Ser. No. 90129844, that when used on or in connection with the 
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identified services, is likely to cause confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive, under 

Trademark Act Section 2(d), 15 U.S.C. 1052(d).   

 WHEREFORE, Opposer requests that application Ser. No. 88890706 be refused 

registration.   

Please direct all communications to the undersigned at (615) 238-6300 or 

trademarks@bonelaw.com. 

       The Mainland Companies, LLC 

 

        
 

       By: ____________________ 

 

       Name: Paul W. Kruse 

 

       Title:  Attorney 

 

       Date: October 12, 2020 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Bone McAllester Norton PLLC 

511 Union Street 

Suite 1600 

Nashville, Tennessee 37219 

 

mailto:trademarks@bonelaw.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was served on 

Applicant’s attorney of record, Darren Heitner, Esq. with an address at Heitner Legal, P.L.L.C., 

215 Hendricks Isle, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301, via first class mail, postage prepaid as well 

as email, today October 12, 2020. 

 

 

        
       By: ____________________ 

 

       Name: Paul W. Kruse 
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EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 
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