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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

DELL INC. and EMC CORPORATION,
In the matter of Serial No.: 86/948,640
Opposers,

For the mark: UNITY

v.

Published on: December 31, 2019

NEXSAN TECHNOLOGIES,
Applicant.

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION
Opposers Dell Inc. and EMC Corporation (together, “Opposers”) believe that they will be
damaged by registration of the applied-for mark shown in U.S. Application Serial No. 86/948,640
(“Application”) filed by Nexsan Technologies, Inc. (“Nexsan”). The grounds for this Opposition
are as follows:
PARTIES
1.

Opposer Dell Inc. is a Delaware corporation with its principal place of business at

One Dell Way, Round Rock, Texas 78682.
2.

Opposer EMC Corporation is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Dell Inc. and is a

Massachusetts corporation with a place of business at 176 South Street, Hopkinton, Massachusetts
01748. EMC Corporation became a subsidiary of Dell Inc. on or about September 7, 2016.
3.

On information and belief, Nexsan is a Delaware Corporation with an address at

Suite 230, 900 E. Hamilton Avenue, Campbell, California 95008.

BACKGROUND
4.

Dell Inc. is the world’s leading developer and provider of information infrastructure

technology and solutions, including hardware, software, and services for storing and managing
data.
5.

Since at least as early as May 2014, EMC Corporation began using the term UNITY

in a descriptive manner in connection with products and services related to data storage systems
that help simplify and modernize mid-size companies’ data centers.
6.

On March 22, 2016, Nexsan filed the Application on the Principal Register based

on an intent to use the term UNITY in connection with “computer hardware and software for use
in managing, storing, transferring, accessing, and sharing data in an enterprise private cloud
environment” in International Class 9.
7.

On January 12, 2017, Nexsan filed a Response to an Office Action issued by the

USPTO and, among other things, amended its identification of goods in the Application to
“computer hardware and software, namely an enterprise-class data storage system with the ability
to store data in block and file formats and provide enterprise file sync and share with mobile access
and secure archive, for use by information technology departments in connection with
management, storage, sharing and archiving of corporate data” in International Class 9.
8.

On May 4, 2017, Nexsan filed its Amendment to Allege Use, alleging a first use in

commerce date of September 30, 2016.
9.

The Application was published for opposition in the Official Gazette on December

31, 2019.
10.

The Oxford English Dictionary defines “unity” as “the fact or quality of being

single or unitary; oneness, singleness,” and Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines “unity” as “the
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quality or state of not being multiple” or “a totality of related parts: an entity that is complex or
systematic whole.” See Exhibits A and B, which are true and correct screenshots of the webpages
https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/214779?redirectedFrom=unity#eid

at

and

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/unity, accessed on January 9, 2020.
11.

On information and belief, Nexsan’s marketing materials for its products sold in

connection with the term UNITY describe its product as “unified storage with built in integration.”
See

Exhibit

C,

which

is

a

true

and

correct

screen

shot

of

the

webpage

https://www.nexsan.com/products/unified-storage-unity/, accessed on January 2, 2020 (emphasis
added).
12.

Nexsan’s press release for its product sold in connection with the term UNITY

juxtaposes competing products, described as “siloed storage, data management file sync and share
and security solutions . . . provid[ing] for . . . individual requirements,” with its product, which
“addresses all of these requirements in a single unified solution.” See Exhibit D, which is a true
and correct screen shot of the webpage https://www.nexsan.com/press_releases/nexsanannounces-unity-first-unified-storage-solution-with-secure-enterprise-file-sync-and-share-forsuperior-performance-business-continuity-and-data-mobility/, accessed on January 2, 2020
(emphasis added).
13.

“Unified” storage is a well-accepted and commonly-used term in the computer

storage industry and has been in use since at least 2010. See Exhibit E, which is a true and correct
screen shot of the webpage https://www.cnet.com/news/is-it-unified-or-un-unified-storage/,
accessed on January 22, 2020. On information and belief, Exhibit E was published on or about
October 11, 2010, and describes the well-understood meaning of the term “unified,” in connection
with storage, at least as early as that date.
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14.

“Unified storage” is storage that unifies both “block” storage (storage devices that

allow access to data at a low level, by block and sector) and “file” storage (storage devices that
allow access to data at a higher level, by reading and writing files). See Exhibit F, which is a true
and correct screen shot of the webpage https://www.storagereview.com/node/3427, accessed on
January 22, 2020. On information and belief, Exhibit F was published on or about March 18,
2013.
15.

The term UNITY merely describes a feature or purpose of Nexsan’s data storage

system—namely, that the applicable product is a “unified storage” system.
16.

On information and belief, third parties use the term UNITY in connection with

computer-related products and services.
GROUNDS FOR OPPOSITION
The Term is Merely Descriptive
15 U.S.C. § 1052(e)(1)
17.

Opposers hereby incorporate by reference the preceding paragraphs as if they were

fully set forth herein.
18.

The term UNITY merely describes a feature or purpose of Nexsan’s data storage

solutions—namely, that the solutions “unify” “block” and “file” storage systems in a “unified
storage” system. See Exhibit C (describing Nexsan’s product as “unified storage” that supports
both “block and file workloads”).
19.

As a result, UNITY is not entitled to registration on the Principal Register without

a showing that the applied-for mark has become distinctive of Nexsan’s applied-for goods in
commerce. See 15 U.S.C. § 1052(f).
20.

Nexsan’s own claimed date of first use of UNITY, September 30, 2016, if accurate,

means that the mark has only been in use for slightly more than three years.
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21.

Having been in use for just over three years, the applied-for mark cannot have, and

has not, acquired secondary meaning such that the relevant purchasing public would recognize
UNITY as a trademark exclusively associated with Nexsan.
22.

Opposers and, on information and belief, third parties, will be damaged by the

registration of the Application because such a federal registration would give color of exclusive
statutory rights in UNITY—a term that is merely descriptive of Nexsan’s applied-for goods—and
could potentially impair Opposers’ and third parties’ abilities to use the term UNITY to describe
their own hardware, software, and services for storing and managing data in the United States.
23.

Accordingly, the Application should be denied registration under Section 2(e)(1)

of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(e)(1), on the ground that the applied-for mark UNITY is
merely descriptive and has not acquired distinctiveness.
WHEREFORE, Opposers respectfully request that this opposition be sustained, and that
Application Serial No. 86/948,640 for UNITY be denied.
Respectfully submitted.
Dated: January 29, 2020

ORRICK, HERRINGTON & SUTCLIFFE LLP
/s/ Elizabeth E. Brenckman
R. David Hosp
dhosp@orrick.com
IPProsecution@orrick.com
2050 Main St., Suite 1100
Irvine, CA 92614
(617) 880-1800 - Telephone
Elizabeth E. Brenckman
ebrenckman@orrick.com
51 West 52nd St.
New York, NY 10019
(212) 506-5000 - Telephone
(212) 506-5151 – Facsimile
Counsel for Dell Inc. and EMC Corporation
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I, Elizabeth Brenckman, do hereby certify that on January 29, 2020, I caused a true and
complete copy of the foregoing Notice of Opposition to be served upon Steven A. Abreu, counsel
for Applicant Nexsan Technologies, Inc., by email addressed to trademarks@sunsteinlaw.com.

/s/ Elizabeth E. Brenckman
Elizabeth E. Brenckman

Dated: January 29, 2020
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EXHIBIT A

Oxford English Dictionary | The definitive record of the
English language

unity, n.
Pronunciation: Brit.

/ˈjuːnᵻti/, U.S.

/ˈjunədi/

Forms:
α. ME–15 unyte, ME–15 vnite, ME–15 vnyte, ME–16 unite.

β. ME vnytee, ME vnytie, ME–15 vnitee, ME–15 vnitye, ME–15 vnytye, ME–16 vnitie, 15 unitee, 15
unitye, 15 unytie, 15–16 unitie, 15–16 vnity, 16 vnitty, 16– unity.
Frequency (in current use):
Origin: A borrowing from French. Etymons: French unitee, unité.
Etymology: < Anglo-Norman unitee, unitie, Anglo-Norman and Old French, Middle French unité, Old
French, Middle French unite (French unité) quality of forming a unitary whole (first half of the 12th cent. in
Old French with reference to the Trinity), the harmonious combination of emotions, opinions, qualities, etc.,
being of one mind (end of the 12th cent.), marital union (mid 13th cent.), quality of being one (c1265),
uniformity (end of the 13th cent.), abstract quantity considered to be the elementary number, which forms the
basis of all others (c1370), agreement, accord, pact, sameness (both 1372), union, reunion, simple
homogeneous element (both second half of the 15th cent.), one of the three dramatic principles observed in
French neoclassical drama (1631 or earlier), coherence, harmoniousness between different elements (1638
with reference to a literary work), whole number less than ten, unit (1680)
< classical Latin ūnitāt- , ūnitās quality of being one in number, quality of being an undivided whole, quality
of being one in mind or action, quality of sharing a common nature or identity, state of forming a whole,
uniformity of appearance, sameness, in post-classical Latin also unity of the Trinity (early 3rd cent. in
Tertullian), unity of the church (3rd cent.), community (8th cent., from 13th cent. in British sources), unit
(frequently from 12th cent. in British sources) < ūnus one (see

adj.) + -tās (see -

suffix1; compare -

suffix).
Compare Catalan unitat (14th cent.), Spanish unidad (1325 or earlier), Portuguese unidade (13th cent.),
Italian unità (14th cent.).
α. forms in final -ite , -yte cannot be distinguished formally from β. forms at

n. and adj. Where forms of this type are attested

in senses shared by both words, those attested before 1570 are placed at the present entry and those attested after this date at
n. (see further discussion at that entry).

I. Senses relating to singularity.
1. The fact or quality of being single or unitary; oneness, singleness.
Also: that quality which makes something an individual entity or
unitary whole; identity, individuality.
Originally and frequently in theological contexts with reference to the Trinity, as Trinity in
unity (cf. Three in One at
n. 3c(a)).

c1330 (▸?c1300) Speculum Guy (Auch.) (1898) 429 Wid þe fader, and wid þe sone, And wid þe
holi gost in vnite.
▸ a1398 J. T

tr. Bartholomaeus Anglicus De Proprietatibus Rerum (BL Add. 27944) (1975)

II.
. cxvi. 1357 Þe oone and vnite of nombre..is figure and liknesse of þe vnite of oure lord
God.
a1425 J. W

Sel. Eng. Wks. (1869) I. 383 Two passen fro unyte.

?1533 G. D W

Introductorie for to lerne Frenche sig. Tiv The blessed Trinite Thre personnes in

vnite.
1593 R. H
Of Lawes Eccl. Politie . ii. 49 Our God is one, or rather verie Onenesse, and
meere vnitie.
1609 W. S

Troilus & Cressida . ii. 144 If there be rule in vnitie it selfe, This was not

shee.
Ess. Humane Understanding . xvi. 98 Amongst all the Ideas we have,..there is
1690 J. L
none more simple than that of Unity, or One.
1725 I. W

Logick . iv. 386 The Unity and Spirituality of the Godhead.

Comm. Laws Eng. II. 433 The notion of an unity of person between the
1766 W. B
husband and wife.
1775 ‘L
’ Strictures on Churches of Rome, Eng. & Scotl. 274 The Trinity in Unity; the
tripartite or rather quadruplicated Idol of Popery.
1844 C. K
Lett. (1878) I. 117 I have been walking round the cathedral—oh! such a
cathedral! Perfect unity in extreme multiplicity.
1864 F. C. B
unity.
1890 W. J

Treat. Logic ix. 292 A question often involves a real duplicity under a seeming
Princ. Psychol. I. x. 296 By the Spiritual Self..I mean a man's inner or subjective

being, his psychic faculties or dispositions, taken concretely; not the bare principle of
personal Unity, or ‘pure’ Ego.
1922 J. A. L

Man & Cosmos xv. 187 The unity and continuity of the empirical self is that

of the fluctuating, interrupted, and episodic memories, feelings, ideas, and purposes that
correspond roughly with the observed bodily processes.
1990 Ess. in Crit. 40 12 Unity of authorship was not a consideration that occurred to scribes.
2003 Church Times 31 Oct. 16/4 In contrast to the tritheism of which Christians were accused,
Servetus stressed the unity of God.

2.
a. Mathematics. The abstract quantity representing the singularity
of any single entity, regarded as the basis of all whole numbers; the
number one.
▸ a1398 J. T
tr. Bartholomaeus Anglicus De Proprietatibus Rerum (BL Add. 27944) (1975)
II.
. cxvi. 1356 Oon and vnite, þat is þe welle of nombres, is nouȝt oon in matiere but in
nombre.

c1450 Art Nombryng in R. Steele Earliest Arithm. in Eng. (1922) 33 Vnitee is that thynge wher-by
euery thynge is callede oone, other o thynge.
1570 H. B
tr. Euclid Elements Geom.
is, is sayd to be on.

. f. 184 Vnitie is that, whereby euery thing that

1657 T. H
Στιγμαι 2 The excesse of the rising proportion above subtriple is the same which
unity hath to the six times the number of termes after 0.
1702 V. M
tr. J. J. Hainlin Synopsis Mathematica: Theoret. Arithm. . 6 Unity measures
every number by the number it self; so 1 measures 7 by 7.
1831 D. B

Treat. Optics iv. 28 Take 1 part or unity from the same scale.

Elem. Algebra 50 The quotient is unity when the Dividend and the
1869 J. H
S
Divisor are equal.
1885 H. W. W
& S. H. B
Math. Theory Electr. & Magn. I. 232 Taking unity as the
combining number for hydrogen.
1921 London, Edinb. & Dublin Philos. Mag. 6th Ser. 42 387 Several verifications of each is able to
make the posterior probabilities..practically equal to each other and to unity.
2010 A. R. A

Duel Dawn vii. 199 There are three cube roots of unity.

b. Mathematics. An instance of unity (sense 2a) as a mathematical
object, esp. as a component of a number; an occurrence of the
number one in a mathematical expression or calculation; (formerly
n. 1a. Now rare.
also) †a whole number (obsolete). Cf.
▸ a1398 J. T
tr. Bartholomaeus Anglicus De Proprietatibus Rerum (BL Add. 27944) (1975)
II.
. cxvi. 1357 Nombres beþ ydelid by the first vnite.
?c1425 Crafte Nombrynge in R. Steele Earliest Arithm. in Eng. (1922) 28 Loke how mony vnytes
ben in þe nounbre þat comes of þe multiplicacion of þe 2 digittes.
1543 R. R

Ground of Artes sig. R.iiiiv In that place of vnities dothe appere only 7.

Ground of Artes (rev. ed.) . sig. Q.vi An impropre fraction..that is to say, a
1552 R. R
fraction in form, which in deed is greater then an vnite.
1587 A. F
et al. Holinshed's Chron. (new ed.) III. Contin. 1490/2 The residue..being
multiplied by vnities, doo make vp the complet number of three score and twelue.
1630 E. W
Arithm. . i. 15 A mixt number is that which besides the Integers, or intire
Vnities, of which it consists hath also a broken number annexed.
1669 S. S
Mariners Mag. . ii. 129 Because the Angle CAB is a Right Angle,..I therefore
only put an Unity before the second Term.
1727 V. M

Marrow Measuring (ed. 4) I.

. ii. 118 For though both 3 and 2, and 9 and 8,

differ only by a Unity, yet, their Inequality is not the same.
1837 W. W
Hist. Inductive Sci. I. . i. 250 His objections to geometry and arithmetic are
founded on abstract cavils concerning the nature of points, letters, unities.
1983 R. L. G
Factor Anal. (ed. 2) vi. 99 The principal factor method is applied to the
correlation matrix with unities as diagonal elements.

c. A quantity, magnitude, or substance regarded as equivalent to the
number one in calculation, measurement, or comparison. Cf.
n.
1b, 10a.
1696 Philos. Trans. 1695–7 (Royal Soc.) 19 207 It appears, that if one minute be supposed Unity,
the length of the arch of one minute being [etc.]
Cycl. Measure, in Geometry, any certain Quantity assumed as one, or Unity, to
1728 E. C
which the Ratio of other homogeneous, or similar Quantities is express'd.
1797 Encycl. Brit. XVII. 659/1 The most convenient way..would be to consider the weight of the
standard as unity.
1814 J. P

Outl. Nat. Philos. II. . iv. 287 If the mass of Jupiter be supposed unity.

1836 W. T. B
Man. Chem. (ed. 4) 220 Others adopt oxygen as unity, in which case hydrogen
becomes one-eighth of that unit.
Ions, Electrons, & Ionizing Radiations (ed. 3) vii. 105 The value deduced for
1922 J. A. C
the ratio m/E, the value for the hydrogen parabola being taken as unity.
2008 P. J. N

Digital Dice xiii. 71 We can, with no loss in generality, take the length of the

road as unity.

3. A single or individual thing; a self-contained entity.
1587 S P. S
& A. G
tr. P. de Mornay Trewnesse Christian Relig. ii. 16 The foresayd
most single and alonly One [Fr. cest vnité tresvne], abyding still one in it selfe, bringeth
foorth all the other vnities.
Scourge of Villanie (1599) . iv. 187 Sylenus now is old, I wonder, I, He doth not
1598 J. M
hate his triple venerie... Me thinkes a vnitie were competent.
1604 C. E

Observ. Cæsars Comm. II.

. xiii. 38 The life and strength of a multitude

consisteth in vnities.
1681 Whole Duty of Nations 7 He himself is the prime Unity and Universality.
a1711 T. K
1789 G. A
mind.
1850 R. W. E

Hymnarium 68 in Wks. (1721) II. Most holy, holy, holy Three, Harmonious Unity.
Ess. on Vision 52 Powers peculiar to that psycological unity which we call the
Swedenborg in Representative Men iii. 115 The unities of each organ are so

many little organs, homogeneous with their compound.
1899 Harper's Weekly 14 Jan. 39/1 What a wonderfully complex thing that simple-seeming unity
—the self!
1908 Mind 17 43 A partial feature of the universe is apprehended in isolation from the whole to
which it belongs and therefore not as being a part but as a self-contained unity detached from
its connexions.
2008 P. R

Neoplatonism v. 139 Sensory affections are something even infants may have

before they start to form proper unities out of the colourful perceptual field, much less
conceptualize these unities as family members, dogs and flowers.

II. Senses relating to union, harmony, or agreement.
4.
a. The quality or condition of being of one mind, feeling, opinion,
purpose, or action; concord or harmony between several people,
groups, institutions, or states. Also: an instance of such concord; a
bond of union.
In quot. c1400 used as an epithet for the Church.

▸ c1384 Bible (Wycliffite, E.V.) (Douce 369(2)) (1850) Eph. iv. 3 To kepe vnite [L. unitatem] of
spirit in the bond of pees.
c1400 (▸c1378) W. L
Piers Plowman (Laud 581) (1869) B.
. l. 325 Grace bigan to
make a good foundement, And watteled it and walled it..And called þat hous vnite,
holicherche on englisshe.
c1450 in C. L. Kingsford Chrons. London (1905) 126 (MED) This yere þe generall counsell was
endet at constaunce, and an unyte made in holy church.
a1464 J. C

Abbreuiacion of Cron. (Cambr. Gg.4.12) (1983) 232 Be þis mene was þe unité

of þe Cherch lettid.
1560 J. D
tr. J. Sleidane Commentaries f. cxxiij The Germains within themselues shold..come
to some vnitie & concord.
1577 R. H
Hist. Eng. 286/1 in Chron. I Diuerse offers were made on both partes for an
vnitie to haue beene had betwixte the two Princes.
1590 R. G

Neuer too Late . 48 Vnitie is the essence of amitie.

1609 W. S

Troilus & Cressida . iii. 100 The vnitie and married calme of

states.
Comm. Epist. & Rev. (1656) (Rom. xv. 6) 652 It is recorded to the high
1647 J. T
commendation of the Church of Scotland, that for this 90 years and upwards they have kept
unity.
1742 J. W
& C. W
Hymns & Sacred Poems 174 When Brethren all in One agree; Who
knows the Joys of Unity!
1776 T. P

Common Sense iv. 61 'Tis not in numbers but in unity that our great strength lies.

1830 I. D'I
Comm. Life Charles I III. v. 62 Laud..contemplated establishing unity by
uniformity.
1847 New Englander (New Haven, Connecticut) Jan. 113/2 All attempts hitherto made to settle a
unity between Christian teachers and sects, by a process of defining and compounding and
sifting out divisions of feeling.
1878 W. S
Constit. Hist. (ed. 2) III. xviii. 221 The king's death at once broke up the unity of
the Court.
Sieges of Middle Ages x. 165 In spite of the continuous fighting England and
1968 P. W
Scotland..were near a form of unity and friendship.
2001 Piecework Jan. 9 The women responded by reviving their beadwork tradition as a reminder
of Ndebele unity.

†b. Agreement or correspondence between things. Obsolete.
▸ a1398 J. T
tr. Bartholomaeus Anglicus De Proprietatibus Rerum (BL Add. 27944) (1975)
II.
. viii. 1279 It nedeþ nouȝt þat vnyte of kynde folweþ vnyte of liknesse of coloure.
c1400 (▸?a1387) W. L
Piers Plowman (Huntington HM 137) (1873) C. . l. 398
Adiectif and substantif ys as ich er tolde, Þat ys, vnyte, acordaunce in case, gendre, and
numbre.
Minor Poems (1934) . 773 Sownyng of instrumentis, concorde of
c1475 (▸a1449) J. L
mynstralcye, Sette full and hoole be perfite vnite.
1594 W. S

Lucrece sig. L2 These contraries such vnitie do hold, Only to flatter fooles,

and make them bold.
Winter's Tale (1623) . ii. 32 There is such vnitie in the proofes.

a1616 W. S

1629 J. F
Lovers Melancholy . 66 As there is by nature In euery thing created contrarietie:
So likewise is there vnity and league Betweene them in their kind.
Observ. Mod. Gardening 38 The contrasts, however, of masses and of groupes
1770 T. W
must not be too strong, where greatness is the character of the wood; for unity is essential to
greatness.

†c. Concurrence or agreement with a proposal. Obsolete. rare.
1760 J. W
Jrnl. (1971) vii. 110 Some Friends..expressed their willingness to have it read,
which being done, many expressed their unity with the proposal.

5.
a. The fact of two or more things joining or being united to form one
body or whole; union of two or more people or things, or of one
person or thing with another.
In quot. 1598: a physical union or connection.

▸ a1387 J. T
tr. R. Higden Polychron. (St. John's Cambr.) (1874) V. 9 By tokene þe onynge
and þe unite [L. unionem] of Crist and of holy chirche.
1472–3 Rolls of Parl.: Edward IV (Electronic ed.) Parl. Oct. 1472 1st Roll §23. m. 26 Entierly
desiryng..the unyte of the nobles and other his subgettes.
1483 W. C

tr. J. de Voragine Golden Legende f. cclvv/2 The vnyte and assemble of the

flesshe of oure lord and of oure lady.
Def. & Declar. Doctr. Purgatory . xvii. f. 283 Which forme of argument serued
1565 W. A
the Arians against the consubstantiall vnitye of God the father, and his son our sauiour.
1578 T. T

tr. J. Calvin Comm. Genesis 76 Herein we see a true image of our unitie with the

Son of God.
1598 A. M. tr. J. Guillemeau Frenche Chirurg. 11/2 The synnuish filamentes which have a vnitye
and fasteninge with the Pericranium.

1611 C. T

Atheist's Trag. (new ed.) . sig. C1v The vnitie of Families is a worke of loue and

charitie.
1651 T. H
Leviathan . xvii. 87 This is more than consent, or concord; It is a reall Unitie of
them all, in one and the same Person.
1796 E. B

Lett. Peace Regic. France i. 43 In this unity and indivisibility of possession are

sunk ten..wealthy provinces.
1801 A. H
Addr. to Electors N.Y. 13 They have approved the unity of the Legislative power
in one branch.
Introd. Philos. Relig. v. 157 The unity of subject and object..is implied in every act
1880 J. C
of thought.
1938 L. B
Summary Christian Doctr. 96 The Nestorians denied the unity of the two
natures in one Person.
2000 Chinese Historians 10 111 Marriage was increasingly perceived as the unity of the husband
and wife, instead of the unity of the two families.

—1

†b. A meeting or assembly of people. Obsolete. rare .
1543 (▸1464) Chron. J. Hardyng (1812) 333 In citees all he helde well vnitees, Great iustes ay
and ioyus tournementes.

6. The quality or fact of being one body or whole, esp. as made up of
two or more parts; an undivided whole, as distinct from its parts.
▸ a1393 J. G
Confessio Amantis (Fairf.) Prol. l. 987 (MED) If a man were Mad al togedre of
o matiere Withouten interrupcioun, Ther scholde no corrupcioun Engendre upon that unite.
▸ a1398 J. T
tr. Bartholomaeus Anglicus De Proprietatibus Rerum (BL Add. 27944) (1975)
I. . ii. 170 Ȝif þe vertue is ilette..þe vnyte and þe ioy[n]enge [MS ioyenge; L. compago] of al
þe body tofalle.
?c1400 (▸c1380) G. C
tr. Boethius De Consol. Philos. (BL Add. 10340) (1868) . pr. xi. l.
2708 Yif þe partyes of þe body ben [so] diuide[d] and disseuered þat oon fro þat oþir þat þei
destroien vnite, þe body forletiþ to ben þat it was byforne.
1533 J. G

tr. C. Pedersen Richt Vay sig. Hv He is wordine man and sua is spousit with the halie

chrissine kirk in to ane body the quhilk vnite S. Paul..callis ane greit halie secreit thing [etc.].
1583 B. M

Philotimus (new ed.) sig. Pivv The coniunction of manye in an vniforme vnitie.

1684 tr. S. Blankaart Physical Dict. 26 Apospasma is when the unity of Organical compounded
parts is dissolved.
1730 C. N
1813 P. B. S

Rejoinder 15 The Faithful were to be preserv'd in the Unity of Belief.
Queen Mab

. 52 Every grain Is sentient both in unity and part.

a1853 F. W. R
Serm. (1857) 3rd Ser. iv. 57 In proportion as you rise from lower to higher
life, the parts are more distinctly developed, while yet the unity becomes more entire.

1947 R. B

Adventures with Texas Naturalist viii. 91 Alliances, mutual dependencies,

parasitisms..and other relationships amazingly intricate weave all life, animal and vegetable,
into the unity of one vast organism.
1984 H. N
Robert Bly 194 These poems are configurations of parts that form a unity, but not
the sort of unity that yields readily to paraphrase.
Michel Houellebecq ii. 52 A family is a unity made up of individual members who
2010 J. M C
may drift away in time.

7. Law. The fact of being the same or equal, with reference to the
conditions which must apply for a joint tenancy to arise, or (later) for
two or more parcels of land to be treated as one.
The conditions include: unity of interest (each tenant must be entitled to the whole property
and have no exclusive entitlement to any separate part of it), unity of possession (each
tenant's interest must vest at and subsist for the same time), unity of time (each tenant must
be entitled to possession at the same time), unity of title (each tenant must have the same title
to the property, or the same title must apply to each parcel of land), and unity of use (each
tenant must use the property in the same way, or each parcel of land must be used in the same
way).

1579 Rastell's Expos. Termes Lawes (new ed.) f. 129 The vnity of possession in the Lorde frustrate
the custome of Gauelkind discent.
1607 J. C
Interpreter sig. Zzz3/2 Vnitie of possession..in the Ciuill lawe..a ioynt possession
of two rights by seuerall titles.
1691 Blount's Νομο-λεξικον (ed. 2) at Possession If the Lord purchase the Tenancy held by Heriot
service, the Heriot is extinct by Unity of Possession.
1766 W. B

Comm. Laws Eng. II. 180 The properties of a joint estate are derived from

it's unity, which is fourfold; the unity of interest, the unity of title, the unity of time, and the
unity of possession.
?1781 J. T

Conc. View Common & Statute Law Eng. . ii. 123 If there be two joint-tenants

for life, and the inheritance of the whole should become the property of one, either by
purchase or descent, the joint-tenancy ceases, as their unity of interest ceases.
Digest Laws Eng. Real Prop. III. 115 It was held clearly that his common was
1804 W. C
extinguished by the unity of possession.
1858 L . S . L
Handy Bk. Prop. Law xxv. 189 Unity of possession—that is, where the
land and the right exercised over it are in the same person.
1903 New Irish Jurist 3 150/2 After the marriage of the two brothers there had been no unity of
use at all in any single part of the entire holding.
1918 Daily Gleaner (Kingston, Jamaica) 10 May 3/2 Such a charge..has no alienative effect and
therefore does not disturb the unity of title.
1955 Stanford Law Rev. 8 121 Although unity of use was rejected as a substitute for contiguity in
the determination of what is a parcel, the California courts have said that besides unity of title
and contiguity a landowner must show that he was using his land as a unit in order to receive
severance damages.
2004 S. F
& D. P
South Pacific Prop. Law iv. 92 A profit will be brought to an
end..where there is unity of ownership of the land subject to the profit.

8.
†a. With reference to a physical thing: uniformity of substance or
appearance. Obsolete. rare.
1638 F. J

Painting of Ancients 119 To vary the unitie of a stone by inserting such spots into

the crust as were not by nature.

b. With reference to an immaterial or abstract thing: unvaried
nature of some quality or thing; absence of diversity or variety;
uniformity.
Sometimes difficult to distinguish from sense 1.

1775 E. B
Corr. (1844) II. 4 My American measures..have a certain unity of colour which has
stood wearing for upwards of nine years.
1802 W. P

Nat. Theol. xx. 382 What we have first to notice is, unity of purpose under variety

of expedients.
1841–8 F. M
Catholic Thoughts II.
and of aim is there in the Bible!

. §48. 184 Amidst all this variety, what unity of spirit

1884 F. T
Relations Relig. & Sci. (1885) vi. 164 The unity of plan..pervading any great class
of animals..seems to point to unity of ancestry.
Sacred Wood 105 What holds the play together is a unity of inspiration that
1920 T. S. E
radiates into plot and personages alike.
1981 D. C
Journey Through Afghanistan i. 9 The soil, a fine, fawn-colored dust, covers
the rocky flatness of the landscape with a monotonous unity of hue.

†c. Singleness of aim, purpose, or action. Obsolete.
1836 H. S

Tin Trumpet I. 5 There is a simplicity and unity in despotism which is not without

its advantages.
1848 W. K. K

tr. L. Blanc Hist. Ten Years II. 176 The grand principle of unity in power.

9.
a. Each of the three dramatic principles requiring limitation of the
supposed time of a play to the time taken to act it, or to a single day
(more fully unity of time), use of one scene throughout (more fully
unity of place), and concentration on the development of a single
plot (more fully unity of action); (hence) these principles as
applied to other literary or dramatic works. Also in extended use.
These dramatic principles are derived from Renaissance interpretations of Aristotle's Poetics
and had a particular influence on 17th-cent. French neoclassical drama.

1668 J. D
Of Dramatick Poesie 10 The Famous Rules which the French call, Des Trois
Unitez, or, The Three Unities, which ought to be observ'd in every Regular Play.
1668 T. S

Sullen Lovers Pref. sig. (a) I have in this Play, as neer as I could, observed the

three Unities, of Time, Place, and Action.
1668 T. S

Sullen Lovers Pref. sig. (a)v Another Objection..is, that there is the same thing

over and over: which I do not apprehend, unless they blame the unity of the action.
1712 J. A

Spectator No. 267. ¶2 Homer to preserve the Unity of his Action hastens into the

midst of things.
1789 W. B

Ess. I. ii. 18 The diction of these plays is lofty,..the unities strictly preserved.

1816 W. S

Old Mortality viii, in Tales of my Landlord 1st Ser. IV. 148 It is fortunate for tale-

tellers that they are not tied down like theatrical writers to the unities of time and place.
1821 C. L
in London Mag. June 612/1 Nature hath her unities, which not every critic can
penetrate.
1859 A. T
Bertrams II. i. 1 I must now ask my readers to pass over two years with me. It is
a terrible gap in a story; but in these days the unities are not much considered.
1861 G. J. W

-M

in Fraser's Mag. Apr. 431/1 Those functionaries in white hats and red

waistcoats, who with singular attention to ‘the unities’, adopt the very colours of the Postoffice Directory and Court Guide.
1924 E. S
in B. C. Williams O. Henry Prize Stories of 1924 (1925) 170 Forsaking one of
the unities, the author had brought the villainous Ivan into the foreground of the narrative.
1971 S. S
time.

Playwriting . iii. 61 None of the great tragedians evidently worried about unity of

1989 Opera Now Aug. 36/1 One of George Sand's love affairs obeyed all three classical unities.

b. With reference to a work of art or literature: agreement of the
various parts of which something is composed so as to form a whole
which exhibits singleness of design or effect; the state of forming a
harmonious whole; coherence.
Spectator No. 267. ¶3 Aristotle himself allows, that Homer has nothing to boast
1712 J. A
of as to the Unity of his Fable.
1756 J. W
Ess. on Pope I. iii. 101 Horace observed a strict method, and unity of design, in
his epistle to the Pisones.
Lect. Rhetoric I. 216 The second quality of a well-arranged sentence, which I
1783 H. B
termed its Unity.
1864 E. B. P
Daniel i. 11 Amid apparent want of unity on the surface of the Book, there is a
real unity in the whole, resting on the unity of the plan of the writer.
1874 R. S . J. T

Our Sketching Club 272 Unity in a picture is the sympathy of its groups

or parts.
1937 Irish Monthly 65 429 Lengthy descriptions, however fine in themselves, are enemies to a
novel's unity and life if they be not vital parts of the theme or movement or plot.

1984 Jrnl. Aesthetic Educ. 18 107 In literary criticism, two standards are commonly applied to
prose rhythms: that of unity in variety and that of expressiveness.
1997 M. A
Learning to look at Paintings (2000) iv. 102 Constable..has clarified the tonal
relationships without losing the unity achieved in the sketch.

10. Christian Church. With the and capital initial. = the Unity of the
(Moravian) Brethren at Phrases 2.
1743 tr. A. Gradin Short Hist. Bohemian-Moravian Protestant Church vii. 24 More ancient
Particulars relating to the Brethren of the Unity.
1780 B. L T

tr. D. Cranz Anc. & Mod. Hist. Brethren 353 Every actual member of the Unity

[Ger. Unität] that is desirous of taking the benefit of this act.
1814 W. B
Hist. Propagation Christianity II. 124 This, by the synods of the Brethren's
church, is vested solely in the Elders' Conference of the Unity.
1865 J. G
tr. F. Bovet Banished Count xxv. 262 The affairs of the Unity called the Count..to the
Continent.
1918 H. E. S

Moravian Customs 39 The government of the Unity, or Church as a whole,..is

vested in the General Synod, which meets every six years.
2008 N. R. K
Music Moravian Church in Amer. x. 265 The Moravian Church today is
governed..by the Unity Synod, which consists of representatives from all provinces of the
Unity.

P
P1. at (also in) unity: in agreement, concord, or harmony; in
union; at one.
▸ c1391 J. G

Confessio Amantis (Huntington)

. l. 3229* So schal I live in unite With every

man.
Troilus & Criseyde (Pierpont Morgan) (1882)
a1413 (▸c1385) G. C
regne and hous in vnite.

. l. 29 Ye holden

c1450 Contin. Lydgate's Secrees (Sloane 2464) l. 1520 (MED) These Sustrys, Cheyned in parfight
vnyte, departe may not by natural resoun.
1535 Bible (Coverdale) Psalms cxxi Ierusalem is buylded as a cite, that is at vnitie in it self.
Treat. Court Venus
1575 J. R
concord in vnitie.

. f. 49 Perfitlie pance with all maturitie, Sa that ȝour voce

Introd. Skill Musick . 30 To guide his Voyce in unity to the Sound of the

1655 J. P
Instrument.
1671 R. B
main.

How Far Holinesse lxiv. 18 It plainly sheweth that they are very much at unity in the

1714 in Jrnl. Friends Hist. Soc. (1918) 27 Leaving our family and friends in great love and Unity.

1768 L. S

Sentimental Journey I. 197 The old French officer would have set me at unity with

myself.
1825 Q. Rev. Oct. 369 No Italian city or state was at unity in itself.
1871 B. J

tr. Plato Dialogues I. 56 The bad..are never at unity with one another or with

themselves.
1901 Unity Jan. 23 Declare in thought and word daily that all your senses are spiritual; that they are
in unity with the Christ of God.
1993 T. J. L
in J. Farr & R. Seidelman Discipline & Hist. (2000) 394 Political scientists of left,
right, and center are at unity in their failure to maintain a clear and critical consciousness of
political consciousness.
1999 R. T

Allegory & Tragic Chorus ii. 71 The self and the world are at unity.

P2. Christian Church. the Unity of the (Moravian) Brethren
[compare post-classical Latin unitas fratrum unity of the brethren
(4th or 5th cent. in Augustine; 1652 or earlier as the name of a sect)] :
(originally) a Hussite sect, founded in the 15th cent., which had its
chief seat in Moravia and Bohemia; (subsequently) a Protestant
Church founded in 1722 in Saxony by the remaining members of this
1
sect; the Moravians (M
n. 2), the United Brethren (United
Brethren n. at
adj. and n. Compounds).
Def. Church Govt. (1641) 228 The Combination of the Christian and Orthodox
a1640 J. P
Churches in Bohemia and Moravia, called by themselves, The Vnitie of the brethren in
Bohemie.
1743 tr. A. Gradin Short Hist. Bohemian-Moravian Protestant Church v. 13 These all began with
one Accord to call one another..Brethren and Sisters, and the whole Congregation was called
The Unity of the Brethren.
1780 B. L T

tr. D. Cranz Anc. & Mod. Hist. Brethren 67 Twenty-four ministers of the Unity of

the Brethren.
1857 Ode Four Hundredth Anniv. Church Unitas Fratrum 3 The Hymns marked with an
asterisk..were composed in the early part of the 16th century, by servants of the Ancient Unity
of the Brethren.
1901 W. C
& J. L
Music Church Hymnary & Psalter in Metre . 226 [He] succeeded his
father as Secretary of the Unity of the Moravian Brethren in England.
1994 F. K
in R. Scribner et al. Reformation in National Context viii. 142 The originality of
Lutheran doctrine had been considerably anticipated by the Unity of the Brethren.

P3. Proverb. (in) unity is strength.
1744 T. G
Disc. . iii. 15 in tr. Sallust Wks. Since Unity is Strength; Weakness attends Discord;
Desolation often follows both.

1832 Times 17 Oct. 3/2 In unity is strength; and all who endeavour to destroy that unity will act
inimically to the cause of reform.
1920 Associated Grower July 39/2 Some of your valley poultry raisers have organized to get results
co-operatively. In unity is strength.
2007 S. T
Lost in Afr. v. 69 Unity is strength and whether a guy was right or wrong his mates
were always there for him.

P4. Philosophy and Psychology. unity of consciousness
[compare German Einheit des Bewusstseins (1787 in Kant's Kritik der
reinen Vernunft, or earlier)] : awareness of one's various conscious
states and acts as one's own; (esp. in Kantian philosophy) the
psychological unity or identity which makes it possible for an
individual to combine and unify ideas, experiences, etc.; (also) the
single encompassing state of consciousness resulting from the
unifying of all of a person's conscious experiences at any particular
moment.
Observ. Man . 512 The Unity of Consciousness seems to me an inconclusive
1749 D. H
argument.
1782 J. P
Disquis. Matter & Spirit (ed. 2) I. 115 The only meaning that I can annex to the
words unity of consciousness, is a feeling or perception of the unity of my nature.
1857 Jrnl. Psychol. Med. & Mental Pathol. 10 138 Unity of consciousness does exist, for who can
gainsay it?
1890 tr. T. A. Ribot Psychol. of Attention iii. 96 This higher form of ecstasy may at times reach the
state of complete, absolute monoideism, that is, the state of perfect unity of consciousness.
1912 B. R
in Monist 22 341 Things remembered survive in memory, and thus interpenetrate
present things; past and present are not mutually external, but are mingled in the unity of
consciousness.
1962 G. B
Kant's Theory of Knowl. xi. 177 The notion of a transcendental unity of consciousness
is only a metaphysical way of expressing claims about personal identity.
In Search of Memory (2007) 383 The neural machinery for the unity of
2006 E. R. K
consciousness is likely to be widely distributed throughout the cortex and thalamus.

C

unity gain n. Electronics gain such that the output is of the same
magnitude as the input; a gain of 1 (zero decibels); often attributive.
1954 Electroencephalogr. & Clin. Neurophysiol. 6 82/1 V12b is first set for unity gain between
cathode and screen.

1992 RS Components: Electronic & Electr. Products July 794/1 A unity gain, high speed differential
amplifier.
2014 M. S
Recording Secrets for Small Studio i. 10 Digital gain controls usually default to
their 0dB setting, while analog controls often have their unity-gain position marked or
detented.
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Definition of unity
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1a: the quality or state of not being multiple : oneness
b(1): a definite amount taken as one or for which 1 is made to stand in calculation in a table of natural sines the radius of the
circle is regarded as unity
(2): identity element
2a: a condition of harmony : accord
b: continuity without deviation or change (as in purpose or action)
3a: the quality or state of being made one : unification
b: a combination or ordering of parts in a literary or artistic production that constitutes a whole or promotes an undivided
total effect also : the resulting singleness of effect or symmetry and consistency of style and character
4: a totality of related parts : an entity that is a complex or systematic whole
5: any of three principles of dramatic structure derived by French classicists from Aristotle's Poetics and requiring a play to
have a single action represented as occurring in one place and within one day
6capitalized : a 20th century American religious movement that emphasizes spiritual sources of health and prosperity
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Synonyms
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balance,
coherence,
concinnity,
consonance,
consonancy,
harmony,
orchestration,
proportion,
symmetry,
symphony

Antonyms
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

asymmetry,
discordance,
disproportion,
disunity,
imbalance,
incoherence,
violence
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Examples of unity in a Sentence
a sense of national unity there's an aesthetic unity to the sculpture garden that makes it an ideal spot for quiet relaxing
Recent Examples on the Web When Democrats formally launched the impeachment inquiry nearly three months ago,
Republicans’ unity was hardly a given. — Alana Abramson, Time, "'It's The Party of Trump.' How House Republicans Stayed
Unified on Impeachment," 19 Dec. 2019 Communication is key to foster unity within remote teams, and its importance
should be built into the very core of a remote-first organization. — Alexander Torrenegra, Quartz at Work, "Remote work
wooed us with its perks but do we know where it’s taking us?," 4 Nov. 2019
These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of the word
Our
'unity.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or itsMeet
editors.Puku,
Send us feedback.
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See More

First Known Use of unity
14th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1a

History and Etymology for unity
Middle English unite, from Anglo-French unité, from Latin unitat-, unitas, from unus one — more at one
Keep scrolling for more

Learn More about unity
Share unity

Post the Definition of unity to Facebook

Share the Definition of unity on Twitter

Time Traveler for unity

The first known use of unity was in the 14th century
See more words from the same century

Dictionary Entries near unity
unit vector
unit vote
unit watermark
unity
unity in variety
unity of science movement
unity stress
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Top 30% of words
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“Unity.” The Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster Inc., https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/unity.
Accessed 9 January 2020.
Style: MLA
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More Definitions for unity
unity
noun

English Language Learners Definition of unity
: the state of being in full agreement
: a way of combining the parts in a work of art or literature so that they seem to belong together
See the full definition for unity in the English Language Learners Dictionary
unity
noun
uni·ty | \ ˈyü-nə-tē
plural unities

\

Kids Definition of unity
1: the quality or state of being one
2: the state of those who are in full agreement : harmony Why can't we live in unity?
unity
noun
uni·ty | \ ˈyü-nə-tē
plural unities

\

Legal Definition of unity
1: the quality or state of not being multiple : the quality or state of being one, single, whole, or the same only if there is
of ownership of the immovable and movables
E AR N M OR E F RO M M-W
2: an aspect (as time, title, interest, or possession) of a joint tenancy that must be identical as itLrelates
to the cotenants such a
conveyance severs the joint tenancy by removing the unities of time and title
Note: At common law, all four unities were required to be present for a joint tenancy. Conveying the interests of the
cotenants at the same time creates the unity of time. Conveying the interests of the cotenants in the same instrument creates
the unity of title. Conveying the same interest (as fee simple absolute) to the cotenants creates the unity of interest.
Conveying a common right of possession or enjoyment creates the unity of possession.
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More from Merriam-Webster on unity
Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for unity
Spanish Central: Translation of unity
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Nglish: Translation of unity for Spanish Speakers
Britannica English: Translation of unity for Arabic Speakers
Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about unity
Comments on unity
What made you want to look up unity? Please tel l us where you read or heard it (including
the quote, if possible).
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EXHIBIT C

UNITY

The Next Generation Unified Storage

CONTACT US

UnityTM Combines Enterprise-Class Performance and
Flexibility. Unity Unified Storage supports advanced block and file
workloads and then adds the performance of all-flash configurations
to meet the growing needs for mixed application workloads and
virtualized environments. Unity includes a secure archive client for
seamless integration to the optional Unity Assureon Archive.
/

Second Generation Unity. The new Unity systems offer up to 40%
performance improvement over previous similar models, more
flexible configurations, and cost reductions. New all-flash
configurations are now available to meet the demands of
customers’ high performance applications, as well as hybrid
configurations for the more cost conscious.
DOWNLOAD THE DATASHEET

Nexsan Unity Assureon Archive is a secure archive storage
system designed to work with Unity Hyper-Unified storage for the
nearline long-term retention of unstructured data. As a compliant
archive, Unity Assureon Archive provides a comprehensive data
protection feature-set which ensures the availability and integrity of
all files.
Unity Assureon Archive is ideal for any organization that needs to
implement long-term archiving, regulatory and corporate
compliance or add protection against data loss that could come
from ransomware attacks, silent data corruption, or human error.
CONTACT US
Unity Assureon Archive is an extension to Unity so users won’t
change how they access data and it will still be easily available.
DOWNLOAD THE DATASHEET

REQUEST DEMO

“Price, reliability, performance…..you get to pick two with most other storage
providers. Nexsan Unity strikes a careful balance between price and performance
along with reliability, a tremendous value.”
– Rick Barnds, Senior IT Manager, City of San Antonio

/

UNIFIED STORAGE FOR
THE MODERN DATA
CENTER
UnityTM Combines Enterprise-Class Performance and Flexibility.
Unity Unified Storage supports advanced block and file workloads
and then adds the performance of all-flash configurations to meet the
growing needs for mixed application workloads and virtualized
environments.

CONTACT US

/

Enterprise
NAS
Enterprise NAS
(NFS, CIFS/SMB)
for unstructured
data and files.

High
Performance
Block
High performance
block (FC, iSCSI)
for structured data
(databases and
Exchange).

FASTier
Accelerated RAM
and flash caching
for high
performance.

CONTACT US

All-Flash

Flexibility

High performance
arrays make it easy
and affordable to
meet the needs of
critical business
applications.

The flexibility of
expansion and
performance
increase with a
combination of
drives and chassis.

Secure
Archive
Optimize your
primary storage
with Unity Active
Archive and
achieve regulatory
and corporate
compliance

/

ENTERPRISE CLASS WITH
SECURE ARCHIVE
INTEGRATION
Nexsan Unity is unified storage with built in integration to offload data
into the optional Unity Assureon Archive (UAA). With UAA you get
tamper-proof storage to meet corporate and government regulatory
requirements including HIPAA, SOX and SEC-17 as well as the
additional protection you need from ransomware attacks.

Unified Storage
Unity supports Fibre Channel and iSCSI
connectivity in addition to NAS protocols. HDD and
SSD support can be tailored for the best mixed
application deployment environment or all-flash
configurations for high performance needs.
The latest Intel® Xeon® processors and increased
memory allow for more IOPs, lower latency, and
power to expand and deliver performance up to
40% over previous similarly configured systems.
Additional ports, connectivity options, and the
support of SMB 3.0 provides greater configuration
flexibility. For organizations facing extreme data
growth or needing greater application performance,
Unity scales from 6TB up to over 5PB.

CONTACT US

Secure Archive and
Compliance
Optimize your primary storage with the Secure
Archive client that seamlessly integrates with Unity
/

Assureon Archive to achieve regulatory and
corporate compliance, and ensure your files are
secure for a lifetime. Security features comply with
corporate and governmental regulatory
requirements including HIPAA, SOX, SEC 17a-4,
PCI DSS and SEC-17.

Primary Storage Offload
With modern workloads it’s possible that up to 80%
of data stored is not accessed after one year. Unity
with Unity Assureon Archive gives organizations
the option to seamlessly offload Tier-1 data onto
far less expensive archive storage. The integrated
Archive Client is seamless so users can easily
access their information without knowing it was
archived.

CONTACT US

RESOURCES

DATA SHEET

SPEC SHEET

VIDEO
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Unity Data
Sheet

Unity
Specifications
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Unity has been
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NEXSAN PRESS RELEASE

Nexsan Announces UNITY – First Unified Storage
Solution with Secure Enterprise File Sync and Share
for Superior Performance, Business Continuity, and
Data Mobility
New Storage Solution Delivers Private Cloud File System Synchronization for Ensured
Privacy and IT Control with the Secure Mobile Access Users Demand Anytime, Anywhere
for Enhanced Business Productivity
CAMPBELL Calif. – April 26, 2016 – Nexsan®, a global leader in unified storage solutions, today

CONTACT US

announced the release of Nexsan UNITY™, a next-generation storage platform that combines the
performance, scalability and value of DRAM and Flash along with private cloud file system

synchronization and true data mobility support. These features, in addition to universal connectivity
for Fibre Channel, Ethernet and SAS, and advanced services including NAS and SAN, are all
integrated into a single product at a single price.
According to IDC data is doubling in size every two years with the predicted total amount of data
topping 44 Zettabytes by 2020. This data is commonly stored in distinct silos which limits the user
access that supports today’s mobile workforce. Business users demand high performance access to
information (structured or unstructured) from anywhere in the world at anytime, from any device.
Further, access to this information must be present 24×7 and its security is of paramount importance
to the enterprise. *
Many siloed storage, data management, file sync and share and security solutions exist to provide for
these individual requirements, but are typically cobbled together in costly, inefficient and unreliable
ways. Nexsan UNITY addresses all of these requirements in a single unified solution which delivers
high performance and multi-site collaboration at LAN speed to support business continuity and
disaster recovery processes as well as mobile access to primary storage data.

/

Delivering high-performance multi-site collaboration, UNITY exclusively offers enterprise n-Way Sync.
The n-Way Sync functionality makes UNITY the only enterprise filer to deliver high performance
unified storage with site-to-site enterprise synchronization. Enterprise sync is supported across
distributed primary storage at LAN access speeds, improving user productivity while leveraging an
organization’s secure infrastructure, leveraging Active Directory and access controls to prevent
unauthorized user file access. This assures that data is in sync across multiple sites and locations
while securing content with encryption at rest and in flight with self-encrypting drives and encryption
keys. As a result, users have the mobile access they demand while IT can assure the security and
control needed to remain compliant.
UNITY’s patented technology is designed to support all devices – from mobile devices to tablets,
laptops and desktops running Android, iOS, Mac and Windows– and provides a secure connection to
data stored and managed within the enterprise totally eliminating the drudgery of using unpopular and
aging VPN technologies. Mobile workforces will have the freedom and flexibility to access and share
files securely across all of their devices – no matter where they are – for enhanced business
productivity and data security.
“Today’s NAS and SAN storage solutions have ignored the need for secure access to protected data
maintained within the enterprise,” said Bob Fernander, CEO, Nexsan. “With Nexsan UNITY we’re
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providing a means to extend primary storage across and outside the enterprise in a secure
manner.

We’ve combined the power and performance of our Nexsan unified storage platform with the cloud
flexibility of our Transporter private cloud file sync and share appliances. The result is a unified
storage solution like no other – providing simplified file sharing, secure data access and
comprehensive data storage for the datacenter.”
Most storage systems do not integrate mobile support, yet performance, security and cost concerns,
make cloud-based solutions like Dropbox and Box an inadequate option. Likewise, private
deployment of software based “hub and spoke” synchronization solutions work well only if there is a
single site from which primary data is accessed. The new Nexsan storage solution provides
authorized mobile devices with access to files stored on UNITY as an extension of its solution. It
provides a patented method for connecting mobile users to their primary storage behind their
enterprise firewall and combines this with the ability to connect users to other synchronized volumes
available elsewhere within the enterprise. As a result, users achieve high performance with high data
availability and data access from an alternate source if their primary source is unavailable.
UNITY delivers a full enterprise-class feature set for small, midsize, and large businesses. Nexsan’s
FASTier™ caching accelerates performance to meet demanding I/O requirements. This unified
/

platform supports Fibre Channel and iSCSI connectivity in addition to NAS and SAN protocols.
Unified HDD and SDD support can be tailored for the best mixed application deployment
environment. For organizations facing extreme data growth or needing greater application
performance, the Nexsan UNITY family scales from 13TB up to 5PB. Nexsan UNITY matches flexible,
performance datacenter storage with the private cloud technology behind Nexsan’s Transporter family
of private cloud file sync and share appliances. Known in the industry as one of the simplest solutions
for secure file sharing, Transporter is an on-premises solution that uses a unique peer-to-peer
approach to enable secure remote access to primary storage from anywhere on any device.
Nexsan UNITY is available now with pricing starting at $45,000 MSRP. Mobile access will be next
quarter with desktop apps, sync and share soon after. For more information, visit:
https://www.nexsan.com/enterprise-file-sync-share/
*IDC Digital Universe
Tweet this: @Nexsan delivers innovative #privatecloud file sharing with #nWay sync – from the
#mobile user to the #datacenter
###
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About Nexsan
Nexsan™ is leading the way in redefining unified storage. The company has been at the forefront in

developing world-class storage technologies that are focused on the critical needs of our customers.

Nexsan Unity™ is one of the first enterprise-class unified storage solutions to incorporate secure file sync

and share in a single platform. Nexsan Assureon™ delivers secure archive storage for the most compliant
of industries and our renowned E-Series is the storage backbone of many data centres around the world
due to its high performance, reliable, high density storage. Nexsan is headquartered in Campbell, CA. For

more information, please visit: www.nexsan.com.
Nexsan, the Nexsan logo, Connected Data, the Connected Data logo, Transporter, E-Series, NST, AutoMAID,
Assureon and Unity are trademarks or registered trademarks of Nexsan Corporation. All other trademarks are property

of their respective owners.

Media Contacts
/

Sabrina Sanchez
The Ventana Group
Email Contact
(925) 785-3014

Nicole Gorman
The Ventana Group
Email Contact
(508) 397-0131

© 2020 Nexsan, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Privacy Policy

Terms

CONTACT US

/

EXHIBIT E

Coronavirus outbreak | SpaceX Starlink | iPhone 12 | Microsoft Edge | Galaxy Z Flip

BEST PRODUCTS

REVIEWS

NEWS

VIDEO

HOW TO

SMART HOME

CARS

DEALS

5G

JOI

Is it uniﬁed or un-uniﬁed
storage?
Vendors are hyping converged block with ﬁle access
arrays, calling them "uniﬁed storage." How uniﬁed (or
un-uniﬁed) are they?
John Webster October 11, 2010 2:32 PM PDT

0

For years, storage vendors have been offering two types of disk storage:
block and ﬁle. Block-based storage is commonly associated with SANs
(storage area networks) while-ﬁle based storage is commonly referred to
a NAS (network attached storage) and attached to Ethernet networks.
Lately, the vendors of either ﬂavor have developed an interest in selling
storage arrays that swing both ways--a storage system that provides
both block and ﬁle access simultaneously. The moniker for these
converged SAN/NAS systems is "uniﬁed storage."
With uniﬁed storage arrays, block access is accomplished through use of
an interface to the array such as Fibre Channel, SAS, or iSCSI over
Ethernet, while ﬁle-based access is to an array-resident ﬁle system using
either CIFS or NFS over Ethernet.
So when a vendor says it's uniﬁed, the potential buyer should be asking
whether or not it's really uniﬁed.
Here's way to approach the question: Storage vendors have come to
market with very different implementations of "uniﬁed" storage and you
have to look under the covers to make your own determination. For
example, some say their storage array is "uniﬁed," but then only allow a
customer to conﬁgure the array as one or the other at setup time. Call
these "uniﬁed" if you want, but I'm not going to.
Some have placed a server or some other hardware element that
differentiates between ﬁle and block out in front of one of their standard,
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off-the-shelf arrays. Some use separate element managers running in
the array controller that require separate management interfaces. To me,
these are borderline cases.

Ad

Here's why this is an important consideration.
The ability to conﬁgure a uniﬁed storage system for use as either block
or ﬁle access gives the you ﬂexibility to choose between one or the
other, both at purchase time and after the array is installed. Deciding
which storage to purchase becomes independent of block or ﬁle access.
Later, if there is a change in the business or application environment
such that a different type of storage is needed, you have the resources
to meet the demand. Uniﬁed storage is like an insurance policy that
protects you from a costly and time consuming reconﬁguration of the
storage environment when unexpected changes that may occur.
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Tableau

However, as usual, there are some caveats. You need to understand a
uniﬁed array's underlying architecture to know whether or not one type
of storage will potentially impact the other. For example, features such
as data caching may operate differently between the two access types
and cause one type of access to impact the other. Block access is more
ﬁne-grained than sequential ﬁle access and has a high locality of
reference. This means that caching of ﬁle-based data not needed in
cache may push least recently used (LRU) block data, thereby negatively
impacting performance for applications accessing block data. In general,
it is important to understand the design of the uniﬁed storage system to
isolate any potential cross-usage impacts.
More importantly though, you need to keep in mind your reason for
buying uniﬁed storage in the ﬁrst place. As mentioned, uniﬁed storage
gives you ﬂexibility both at purchase time and after. A truly uniﬁed
storage system provides a single user interface to manage both block
and ﬁle system storage when the array is installed and later on in
production. Storage that allows you to easily select between block and
ﬁle access anytime within the life of the array provides a common pool
of capacity that can be maximized for eﬃciency and reduced cost when
the unexpected happens.
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What is Unified Storage?
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I’m sure I’ll get some comments on this section from religious zealots who disagree with parts, but here goes. Unified storage refers to a single
logical system that is capable of presenting both dedicated LUNs (SAN) as well as folders within a file system (NAS).
Where do the zealots play into this? Basically in how this is performed. There are unified storage systems where the SAN blocks are actually sitting
on top of a file system and the translation happens within the storage controller. There are other unified systems where there are dedicated
controllers for SAN functions and separate controllers for NAS functions, but there is a management wrapper that creates a single logical system to
manage. Who am I to say which is right, or for that matter, why a NAS Gateway connected to a SAN array couldn’t be a form of unified storage?
Since we’ve already covered NAS and SAN to some degree of depth (and I’ve presented that unified is largely a congruence of these two under a
common logical system umbrella), I’m going to make this a relatively short focus area. However, I will suggest that customers need to very carefully
examine the individual application performance attributes of what they are storing and how they are storing it vs. automatically jumping to the
conclusion that “unified” is somehow the best of both worlds. Depending on how that unified storage is deployed, you might end up with sub-par
application performance in the pursuit of perceived management simplicity. The truth is that SAN management has come a long way since unified
storage first came on the scene and now many dedicated disk arrays are designed to be managed by IT generalists using server-oriented
management tools. Simplicity is not really the best decision criteria to use when looking at dedicated NAS and SAN vs. unified approaches. As
Forrest Gump might say, “that’s all I’ve got to say about that.”
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