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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 
 
In the matter of application Serial No. 88/284,758 
For the Trademark INCLUSIVE INNOVATION 
Published in the Official Gazette on June 11, 2019 
 
 
Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc.       ) 
         ) 
  Opposer,      ) 
         )   Opposition No. _______________  
 v.        ) 
         ) 
Bugsby Property LLC       ) 
         ) 
  Applicant.      ) 
         ) 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

 Opposer Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc. (“Alexandria”), a Maryland corporation 

having its principal place of business at 26 North Euclid Avenue, Pasadena, California 91101, 

believes it will be damaged by registration of the trademark INCLUSIVE INNOVATION 

(“Applicant’s Mark”), shown in application Serial No. 88/284,758, filed January 31, 2019, in 

International Class 45 (the “Application”) and has a reasonable basis for this belief, and thus 

hereby opposes the same on the grounds that the mark is generic, or, in the alternative that it is 

descriptive of the services listed in the application.  

 As grounds for opposition, Alexandria alleges that: 

1. Applicant is Bugsby Property LLC (“Applicant”), a Delaware limited liability 

company with an address of 1209 Orange Street, Wilmington, Delaware 19801.  

2. Applicant seeks to register the INCLUSIVE INNOVATION trademark for 

intended use in connection with services related to a broad array of innovations relating to social 
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media, namely:  “Online social networking services” in International Class 45 (“Applicant’s 

Services”). 

3. Applicant’s Mark was published in the Official Gazette of the United States Patent 

and Trademark Office (“PTO”) on June 11, 2019 as application Serial No. 88/284,758. 

4. Applicant’s Mark, however, is simply the generic term “inclusive innovation” in 

standard type font and conveys no commercial impression apart from the plain meaning of the 

phrase “inclusive innovation.” 

5. The words that comprise the mark are generic terms.  “Inclusive” is generally 

understood to mean something that includes a wide array of persons, items or services, and 

“innovation” is generally understood to mean the development of new ideas, methods or products.  

Applicant’s Mark, “INCLUSIVE INNOVATION,” thus has a plain meaning, namely, the 

development of new ideas, methods or products which are designed to include a wide array of 

persons, items or services.    

6. A search of news items from recent years revealed several unrelated third parties 

using and continuing to use the phrase “inclusive innovation” to refer to services that cover a broad 

array of persons, items or services.   

7. The Massachusetts Institute of Technology promotes an “Inclusive Innovation 

Challenge” to incentivize entrepreneurs to use “technology to create economic opportunity for 

works.”  Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the Inclusive Innovation 

Challenge website, available at  https://www.mitinclusiveinnovation.com/.  

8. The City of Pittsburgh has a website dedicated to “inclusive innovation” whose 

mission is to “includ[e] everyone in Pittsburgh’s transformation.”  Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is 
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a true and correct copy of the City of Pittsburgh’s Inclusive Innovation PGH website, available at 

https://weinnovatepgh.net/.  

9. The Aspen Institute lists many of its blog posts, publications and press releases 

under the general descriptive category of “inclusive innovation.”  Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is 

a true and correct copy of The Aspen Institute’s Inclusive Innovation webpage, available at 

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/tag/inclusive-innovation/.  

10. The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Minority Business Development Agency lists 

many of its blog posts, publications and press releases under the general descriptive category of 

“inclusive innovation.”  Attached hereto as Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of the Minority 

Business Development Agency’s Inclusive Innovation webpage, available at 

https://www.mbda.gov/categories/inclusive-innovation.  

11. The Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development of the 

Washington D.C. government lists several initiatives relating to “inclusive innovation” on its 

website, including an “Inclusive Innovation Fund” to invest in and support DC businesses led by 

underrepresented entrepreneurs and an “Inclusive Innovation Incubator” space providing a 

physical space for offices, classes, workshops and events.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 5 is a true 

and correct copy of the “inclusive innovation” website of the Office of the Deputy Mayor for 

Planning and Economic Development, available at https://dmped.dc.gov/page/inclusive-

innovation. 

12. Additionally, the concept of “inclusive innovation” has generally been the subject 

of study, both in the U.S. and abroad, for years.   

13. For example, the organization Digital Promise published a study titled “Inclusive 

Innovation: Designing for Equity,” on October 22, 2018.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 6 is a true 
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and correct copy of the Digital Promise website detailing this study, available at 

https://digitalpromise.org/2018/10/22/inclusive-innovation-designing-equity/. 

14. In July 2017, the Technology Innovation Management Review published an article 

titled “Inclusive Innovation in Developed Countries: The Who, What, Why, and How,” by R. 

Sandra Schillo and Ryan M. Robinson, “summarize[ing] the origins of the concept of inclusive 

innovation.”  Attached hereto as Exhibit 7 is a true and correct copy of the Technology Innovation 

Management Review’s website showing the article’s abstract and the article, available at 

https://timreview.ca/article/1089. 

15. In 2016, the U.S. National Library of Medicine of the National Institutes of Health 

(“NIH”) published an article titled “Responsible, Inclusive Innovation and the Nano-Divide,” by 

Doris Schroeder, Sally Dalton-Brown, Benjamin Schrempf and David Kaplan, which aims “to 

bridge the gap between innovation systems and RRI [Responsible Research and Innovation].”  

Attached hereto as Exhibit 8 is a true and correct copy of the NIH’s webpage showing the article’s 

abstract and the article, available at  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4949307/. 

16. In 2012, the Association for Information Systems (“AIS”) published an article titled 

“Social Media in the Workplace: Key Drivers for Inclusive Innovation,” by Chadi Aoun and 

Savanid Vatanasakdakul, analyzing the role that social media plays in organizations and was 

presented at the American Conference on Information Systems in Seattle, Washington on August 

9-12, 2012.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 9 is a true and correct copy of this AIS abstract and article, 

available at 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/9aa2/e5a0c393ac6d140c2c23f1e9111e420742a5.pdf. 

17. These examples show that the phrase “inclusive innovation” is a descriptor used to 

refer to innovation that includes a group of persons, entities or things. 
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18. As a result, the phrase “inclusive innovation” does not function as a trademark as 

defined by 15 U.S.C. § 1127 because it is simply a generic or, at best descriptive, phrase that refers 

to including persons or entities in the development of new methods, ideas or products, and thus 

cannot identify and distinguish any services of one entity from those offered by others. 

19. In the alternative, if Applicant’s Mark “INCLUSIVE INNOVATION” is not found 

to be generic, registration should be refused because “INCLUSIVE INNOVATION” is merely 

descriptive of Applicant’s Services.  As such, Applicant’s Mark is not registrable under 15 U.S.C. 

§ 1052(e).   

20. The phrase “inclusive innovation” simply describes the development of new ideas, 

methods or products which are designed to include a wide array of persons, items or services.    

21. Upon information and belief and assuming arguendo that acquired distinctiveness 

could be established in Applicant’s Mark, Applicant has not acquired distinctiveness in the mark 

“INCLUSIVE INNOVATION.” 

22. Alexandria has a real interest in this case because it is an innovator in its field, and, 

as such, it has an interest in using the words “inclusive” and “innovation” (both individually and 

in combination) descriptively to promote services related to inclusivity and innovation, including, 

but not limited to, services that overlap with Applicant’s services.  Applicant must therefore not 

be permitted to attempt to monopolize the terms “inclusive” and “innovation,” individually or in 

combination. 

23. Alexandria is a leading publicly-traded real estate investment trust that provides, 

among other services, an array of real estate and business support and networking services to 

scientific, medical, and technology companies and institutions throughout the United States.  

Founded over two decades ago, Alexandria pioneered the market for dedicated scientific and 
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technology properties and collaborative business campuses designed to foster innovation, 

communication and exchange among its client tenants.   

24. Alexandria uses concepts of innovation and inclusion to describe attributes of its 

business practices and the impact of its services, much of which results from its cluster business 

model.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 10 is a true and correct copy of printouts from Alexandria’s 

website showing Alexandria’s use of the term “innovation” and its use of the concepts of 

innovation and inclusion, available at http://www.are.com/cluster-model.html, 

http://www.are.com/about.html, and http://www.are.com/careers.html.  

25. In addition to its activities in the real estate market, Alexandria has taken a leading 

role in bringing together and facilitating collaboration, networking and discussion among 

individuals, companies, and institutions in the broad scientific, medical and technology research 

and development communities.   

26. If Applicant is granted the registration herein opposed, Applicant would obtain at 

least a prima facie exclusive right to use the mark under 15 U.S.C. § 1115(a). Alexandria believes 

that such a registration will cause damage and injury to Alexandria as the right of Alexandria to 

refer to any inclusive innovation in the same industry may be improperly cast into doubt. 

27. A registration resulting from the Application may become “incontestable” under 

the provisions of 15 U.S.C. § 1065, which would further improperly cast into doubt Alexandria’s 

right to use the term inclusive innovation. 

28. Registration of Applicant’s Mark on the USPTO Principal Register is also likely to 

cause Applicant to try to exclude others, including Alexandria, from using the words “inclusive” 

and “innovation,” either together or in any combination that Applicant deems to be confusingly 

similar to  Applicant’s Mark. 
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29. This likelihood is particularly of concern to Alexandria given that Alexandria is a 

direct competitor of Applicant in housing, managing and fostering start-up businesses.  If 

Applicant is able to register the generic (or descriptive) phrase “inclusive innovation,” Applicant 

could use the registration against Alexandria—its direct competitor—to try to prevent Alexandria 

from using the generic terms “inclusive” and “innovation.”  

30. Alexandria has a reasonable basis for its concerns, which are heightened by the fact 

that the parties and their affiliates are engaged in other business dispute and litigation matters.  

 WHEREFORE, based on the foregoing, Alexandria believes that it will be damaged 

by the registration of Applicant’s Mark and requests that the Board sustain this Opposition and 

that registration of Application Serial No. 88/284,758 be refused. 

 

Dated:   October 9, 2019        Respectfully submitted, 

          By:   /hsh/      
Howard S. Hogan  
Claudia M. Barrett 
GIBSON, DUNN & CRUTCHER LLP 
1050 Connecticut Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone: (202) 955-8500 
Facsimile: (202) 467-0539 
hhogan@gibsondunn.com 
cbarrett@gibsondunn.com 
pto-oc@gibsondunn.com 
 
Attorneys for Opposer 
Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc. 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 1 
 



���



���



���



���



���



���



���



���



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 2 
 



��������� ���	
��������������������
�����������������������		��������������
��

������������������������ �� 

!"#$%&'"(�)*+,-."+�'"�/'0012%,(3415,6"17.,860'."!"#$%1'*+�'"".*60'."�'1�6"�6#0'."9�!0�'1:,.*'&'"(�+;%6$�6##+11�0.�:,.&%#01�6"&1+,*'#+1�03,.%(3�03+�'"7%1'."�.7�"+<'&+61=�:+.:$+=�6"&�0+#3".$.(-�0.�8++0#.8:$+>�#36$$+"(+19�?,.8�03+�6,01�0.�#.88%"'0-&+*+$.:8+"0=�0.�#.8:%0+,�1#'+"#+@�'"#$%1'*+�'"".*60'."�'1:.11'2$+�'"�+*+,-03'"(9�A+�B".<�03+,+�'1�6�0,+8+"&.%1.::.,0%"'0-�<3+"�&'*+,1+�:+.:$+�#.8+�0.(+03+,�0.:,.2$+8�1.$*+9�A+�10,'*+�7.,�+*+,-."+�0.�:6,0'#':60+�'"6"&�2+"+C0�7,.8�03+�&+*+$.:8+"0�.7�"+<�1.$%0'."19�A+2+$'+*+�'"�6�/'0012%,(3�<3+,+�'7�'041�".0�7.,�6$$�'041�".0�7.,�%1DEFGGFHI�JKLMNO

� PP QQ



��������� ���	
��������������������
�����������������������		��������������
��

������������������������ �� 

!"#$%&�'()#�$*�+()),-.%/010")�12�3$4 '$55.6()#�76/"/2526)'$68262�9"%)62%,�"6:�$%/"6(;")($6,�)$�(:26)(*#�,)%")2/(2,�)$5$82�+()),-.%/0�<$==2<)(82=#�*$%>"%:?@2"%6�A-$.)�$.%�!22).9�B%$.9C 3(/()"=�D)$%#)2==(6/'$55.6(<")2�"6:�%"(,2�">"%262,,�*$%�$%/"6(;")($6,9%$92==(6/�(6<=.,(82�(66$8")($6�*$%>"%:?E2":�A-$.)�$.%�1$%FG +%$/%"5�3282=$9526)@2":�"6:�,.99$%)�62>�(6()(")(82,�(:26)(H2:�",�9%($%()(2,)0%$./0�)02�E$":5"9�*$%�I6<=.,(82�I66$8")($6?I6()(")(82,�J0")�12�=2":K D)%")2/(<�+="66(6/!2",.%2�$.)<$52,�"6:�(59"<),�$*�9%$L2<),�.6:2%�)02�9.%8(2>$*�)02�E$":5"9�*$%�I6<=.,(82�I66$8")($6?E$":5"9�M$<.,�A%2",�



��������� ���	
��������������������
�����������������������		��������������
��

������������������������  �!

"#$%&'#(�)#*+,#$(-./#+0$/%�1.%%+2&'34�%5�2#�65'#�./7-&+.8#9�:$;#�%4.+�<=>$'%�74$--#/3#?�8.$)@A:1.%%+2&'34�BCDBEDEF:$;#$*$G+�H'56�%4#�IBEF�J/7-&+.8#�J//58$%.5/�K&66.%�8.$�L#(.&6BCDB<DEFMJ//58$%.5/�K&66.%N�%5�4.34-.34%�./7-&+.5/O�#P&.%G�./�1.%%+2&'34�8.$1.%%+2&'34�15+%=Q$R#%%#�BSDEEDEF� �TUVWXYZ[\�TUU][̂_Z]U�ZY�̂�̀]ZU_�V]WŴa]b̂_Z]Ua\_c\\U�_d\�eZ_f�]g�hZ__YaXbidj�_d\k\l̂b_m\U_�]g�TUU][̂_Z]U�n�h\bg]bm̂ UV\Ûo�pd\�qbâU�r\o\[\W]lm\U_�sX_d]bZ_ftul\VẐW�_d̂UvY�_]�_d\�rZVd̂bo�wZUi�x\WW]Uy]XUô_Z]U�̂Uo�_d\�zZWWm̂ U�ŷmZWfy]XUô_Z]UY�g]b�_d\Zb�i\U\b]XY�YXll]b_�_]TUVWXYZ[\�TUU][̂_Z]Ut{�|}~��eZ_f�]g�hZ__YaXbidj�k\l̂b_m\U_�]g�TUU][̂_Z]U�nh\bg]bm̂ UV\�����������eZ_f��l\b̂_Z]UYeZ[ZV��Uîi\m\U_ ������������x\\_XlYx\oZXm
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���������Y2,+�<+2<9+�<4+3-80�0/50�*5*2F0+8/*292.>�1-99�?+�50�0/+�8+*04+�2=�0/+�*+B0�;-.*-=-85*0�-**2650-2*�156+1-0/�-0;�Z4+629:0-2*54>[�<20+*0-59�-*�0+4,;�2=�-0;�-,<580�2*�-*3:;04-59�<423:80-2*�\]]̂C�)*+�2=�0/+�,5-*+0/-859�84-0-8-;,;�2=�*5*2F0+8/*292.>�-;�;:,,54-;+3�-*�0/+�0+4,�Z*5*2F3-6-3+[7�1/-8/�/5;�?++*�:;+3;-*8+�50�9+5;0�]__̀�\]âC�H0�4+=+4;�02�3-==+4-*.�588+;;�02�*5*2F0+8/*292.>�?+01++*�921F7�,-339+F�5*3/-./F-*82,+�82:*04-+;C�b�450/+4�,24+�<29-0-8599>�9253+3�0+4,�-;�Z*5*2F5<540/+-3[�\]ĉ7�1/-8/�.-6+;�5*-*3-850-2*�2=�0/+�+,20-6+�*50:4+�2=�0/-;�+0/-859�3+?50+CQ/+�0+4,�*5*2F3-6-3+�85*�?+�:*3+4;0223�-*�012�,5-*�15>;7�588243-*.�02�d2ee+*;�5*3�f+0,24+�\]ĝCh-4;07�0/+�Z*5*2F-**2650-2*�3-6-3+[7�1/-8/�4+=+4;�02�i-*+E:-0>�?5;+3�2*�1/+4+�@*219+3.+�-;�3+6+92<+35*3�4+05-*+3�5*3�5�82:*04>[;�85<58-0>�02�+*.5.+�-*�0/+;+�012�<428+;;+;j7�5*3�;+82*37�0/+�Z*5*2F24-+*050-2*�3-6-3+[7�1/-8/�4+=+4;�02�i-*+E:-0>�?5;+3�2*�0/+�54+5;�-*�1/-8/�*5*2F0+8/*292.>�4+;+548/�-;054.+0+3jC�D+*8+7�2*+�:;+�2=�0/+�0+4,�4+950+;�02�0/+�85<58-0>�=24�*5*2F0+8/*292.>�3+6+92<,+*0�5*382,,+48-59-;50-2*7�1/-9;0�0/+�20/+4�-;�5?2:0�0/+�3-;04-?:0-2*�2=�?+*+=-0;�=42,�-0;�:;+CY28-+059�*++3;7�;28-+059�3+;-45?-9-0>�I:*3+4;0223�5;�0/+�<20+*0-59�02�?+*+=-0�599�/:,5*�?+-*.;�1-0/2:03-;84-,-*50-2*J�5*3�4+;<2*;-6+*+;;�54+�0/+�GGH�84-0+4-5�1+�/56+�;+9+80+3�=24�5�3-;8:;;-2*�2=�0/+�*5*2F3-6-3+C�Q/+�=-4;0�012�GGH�84-0+4-5�1+�;<+8-=-+3�=28:;�;29+9>�2*�d2ee+*;�5*3�f+0,24+[;�;+82*3:*3+4;05*3-*.�2=�0/+�*5*2F3-6-3+7�*5,+9>�0/+�MkSlPMT�2=�*5*2F0+8/*292.>C�H*�20/+4�1243;7�;28-+059*++3;�5*3�0/+�<20+*0-59�2=�-**2650-2*�02�?+*+=-0�599�/:,5*�?+-*.;�1-0/2:0�3-;84-,-*50-2*�54+�9-*@+3�020/+�?+*+=-0;�2=�0/+�:;+�2=�*5*2F0+8/*292.>C�H;�4+;+548/�054.+0+3�50�89+5*�150+4�24�-,<426+3�82;,+0-8;mQ/+;+�84-0+4-5�54+�*20�3-4+809>�9-*@+3�02�0/+�85<58-0>�02�:*3+405@+�*5*2F0+8/*292.>�4+;+548/CG+;<2*;-6+*+;;7�2*�0/+�20/+4�/5*37�12:93�?+�4+E:-4+3�-*�4+950-2*�02�?20/�:*3+4;05*3-*.;�2=�0/+�*5*2F3-6-3+C�h-4;07�;2,+�0+8/*292.-+;�,-./0�*20�?+�588+<05?9+�02�0/+�<:?9-8�-*�0/+�=-4;0�<958+7�-*�1/-8/�85;+0/+�4+E:-4+3�8299+80-6+�4+=9+80-2*�12:93�=28:;�2*�0/+�E:+;0-2*�2=�i1/50�=:0:4+;�32�1+�8299+80-6+9>�15*0;8-+*8+�5*3�-**2650-2*�02�?4-*.�5?2:0�5*3�2*�1/50�659:+;�54+�0/+;+�?5;+3mj�\̀n̂�Y+82*37�02�.-6+3-4+80-2*�02�-*3-6-3:59�-**2650-2*;�4+E:-4+;�0/+�-0+450-6+7�-*89:;-6+�5*3�2<+*�<428+;;�)1+*�+0�59C+*6-;5.+�1/+*�0/+>�3+=-*+�4+;<2*;-6+*+;;�-*�-**2650-2*C�D+*8+7�0/+�0/4++�84-0+4-5�=42,�GGH�3+=-*-0-2*;1+�/56+�8/2;+*�/56+�0/+�<20+*0-59�02�826+4�0/+�;5,+�.42:*3�5;�0/+�3+?50+;�d2ee+*;�5*3�f+0,24+�/56+;:46+>+3�02�3+6+92<�0/+-4�3-;0-*80-2*Co20/�:*3+4;05*3-*.;�2=�0/+�*5*2F3-6-3+�/56+�594+53>�?++*�3-;8:;;+3�1-3+9>�-*�*5*2F+0/-8�8-489+;C�h24-*;05*8+7�d+9-*+�p+4,-;8/�/5;�5;@+3q�.-6+*�0/50�*5*2F0+8/*292.>�-;�9-@+9>�02�2==+4�5365*8+;�-*�54+5;�2=;-.*-=-85*0�?+*+=-0�02�921F�5*3�,-339+F-*82,+�82:*04-+;�;:8/�5;�*+1�,+3-8-*+;�I?+00+4�DHr�4+0426-459;-;�2*+�2=�/+4�+B5,<9+;J7�-;�0/+4+�5�,2459�2?9-.50-2*�02�;/54+�;:8/�9-=+F+*/5*8-*.�0+8/*292.-+;m�\]ŝ
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��������� ���	
��������������������
����
�������������
�������

���	�������������������� 
��	����!�������"#$%�%�&�'� �(��)
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