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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

In re Trademark Application Serial No. 87/746,703 

Filed: January 8, 2018 

Trademark: CO-PILOT360 

 

 

HONDA MOTOR CO., LTD.,  ) 

      ) 

   Opposer,   ) 

      ) 

   v.    )   Opposition No. 91242774 

      ) 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY,  )  

      ) 

   Applicant.   ) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

APPLICANT’S ANSWER AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

 

 Applicant Ford Motor Company (“Ford” or “Applicant”) files its Answer and 

Affirmative Defenses to Opposer Honda Motor Co., LTD.’s (“Opposer”) Notice of Opposition. 

ANSWER 

 Applicant answers the individually numbered paragraphs of the Notice of Opposition as 

follows: 

1. Applicant is without sufficient information to admit or deny the allegations 

contained in Paragraph 1 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies same. 

2. Applicant is without sufficient information to admit or deny the allegations 

contained in Paragraph 2 of the Notice of Opposition., and therefore denies same. 

3. Applicant admits that Exhibit A to the Notice of Opposition includes documents 

identifying U.S. Trademark Registration Nos. 2769867 and 1596280 and that these documents 

identify U.S. Trademark Registration No. 2769867 as being owned by Opposer.  Applicant is 
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without sufficient information to admit or deny the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 

3 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies same. 

4. Applicant denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 4 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 

5. Applicant is without sufficient information to admit or deny the allegations 

contained in Paragraph 5 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies same. 

6. Applicant is without sufficient information to admit or deny the allegations 

contained in Paragraph 6 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies same. 

7. Applicant is without sufficient information to admit or deny the allegations 

contained in Paragraph 7 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies same. 

8. Applicant admits the allegations contained in Paragraph 8 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 

9. Applicant admits that Applicant filed U.S. Trademark Application Serial No. 

87/746,703 on January 8, 2018 based on an intent-to-use for goods and services including those 

identified in Classes 9 and 12 (inter alia). Applicant denies the remaining allegations contained 

in Paragraph 9 of the Notice of Opposition. 

10. Applicant is without sufficient information to admit or deny the allegations 

contained in Paragraph 10 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies same. 

11. Applicant denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 11 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 

12. Applicant denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 12 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 
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13. Applicant is without sufficient information to admit or deny the allegations 

contained in Paragraph 13 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies same. 

14. Applicant is without sufficient information to admit or deny the allegations 

contained in Paragraph 14 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies same. 

15. Applicant is without sufficient information to admit or deny the allegations 

contained in Paragraph 15 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies same. 

16. Applicant denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 16 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 

17. Applicant denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 17 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 

18. Applicant denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 18 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 

19. Applicant denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 19 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 

20. Applicant denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 20 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 

21. Applicant denies the allegations contained in Paragraph 21 of the Notice of 

Opposition. 

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

FIRST AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE 

The Notice of Opposition fails to state a claim upon which relief can be granted. 

SECOND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE 

Opposer’s claims are barred by the doctrine of waiver. 
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THIRD AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE 

Opposer’s claims are barred by the doctrines of estoppel and equitable estoppel. 

FOURTH AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE 

Opposer’s claims are barred by the doctrine of unclean hands. 

FIFTH AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE 

Opposer is not and will not be damaged by the registration of Ford’s mark. 

SIXTH AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE 

Opposer failed to assert its rights in a timely manner and is thus barred by laches. 

GENERAL DENIAL 

Applicant denies each and every factual allegation contained in the Notice of Opposition 

that is not expressly admitted in the preceding paragraphs of this Answer. 

Applicant reserves the right to amend and/or supplement its Answer and to assert 

additional defenses and/or counterclaims upon disclosure of facts revealed in discovery. 

WHEREFORE, Applicant requests that: (a) the Board enter judgment in favor of 

Applicant as to Opposer’s claims; (b) that Applicant’s U.S. Application No. 87/746,703 be 

approved for allowance; and (c) that this Notice of Opposition be denied and dismissed with 

prejudice. 

    

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      SCHIFF HARDIN LLP 

 

Dated: September 10, 2018 

           /s/ Casimir W. Cook II  

      Casimir W. Cook II 

      350 S. Main Street, Suite 210 

      Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 

      Attorney for Applicant 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I certify that I served: 

 APPLICANT’S ANSWER AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES on September 10, 

2018 by email to: 

DYAN FINGUERRA-DUCHARME 

RYAN S. KLARBERG 

KAMILAH M. HOLDER 

7 TIMES SQUARE 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036 

dfinguerra-ducharme@pryorcashman.com 

rklarberg@pryorcashman.com 

kholder@pryorcashman.com 

tmdocketing@pryorcashman.com 

Attorneys for Opposer  

 

 

       /s/ Casimir W. Cook II 

         Casimir W. Cook II 

 


