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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Novartis AG,

Opposer,
Opposition No. 91238564

V.
AbbVie Biotechnology Ltd., Trademark Application Serial No.
87/320,935

Applicant.

Opposer’'s Mark: IZIRIZE
Applicant’s Mark: SKYRIZI
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ANSWER
Applicant hereby sets forth its Answer and Defenses to Opposer's Notice of
Opposition as follows:

1. Applicant admits the allegations of paragraph 1 of the Notice.

2. Applicant denies the allegations of paragraph 2 of the Notice.

3. Applicant admits that U.S. Registration No. 4,887,432 issued on January
19, 2016 for the mark IZIRIZE for the pharmaceutical preparations set
forth in paragraph 3 of the Notice. Applicant is without information or
knowledge to form a belief as to the truth of the remaining allegations set
forth in paragraph 3 of the Notice and, accordingly, denies those
allegations.

4. Applicant admits the allegations of paragraph 4 of the Notice.

5. Applicant denies the allegations of paragraph 5 of the Notice.



APPLICANT’S DEFENSES

Applicant reserves the right to assert additional defenses in the event that further

discovery, investigation, or analysis indicates that they are proper.

FIRST AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

Opposer will not sustain any damage, harm, loss, or detriment if Applicant’s mark

is registered.

SECOND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

Upon information and belief, Opposer lacks standing to bring this Opposition

proceeding.

THIRD AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

Upon information and belief, Opposer has not yet used the mark on which it
relies to challenge Applicant’s application, and therefore Opposer will not sustain any

damage, harm, loss, or detriment if Applicant’s mark is registered.

FOURTH AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

Opposer’s Notice fails to state a claim upon which relief can be granted because
Applicant’s mark does not so resemble Opposer's mark as to be likely to cause

confusion or to cause mistake or to deceive.



WHEREFORE, Applicant prays that the Opposition be dismissed in its entirety,

and that Application Serial No. 87/320,935 proceed to registration.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: January 30, 2018 /Patrick J. Arnold Jr./
Patrick J. Arnold Jr.
Katherine E. Ramlose
McAndrews Held & Malloy, Ltd.
500 W. Madison, 34™ Floor
Chicago, IL 60661
T:(312) 775-8000
parnold@mcandrews-ip.com
kramlose@mcandrews-ip.com

Attorneys for Applicant
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