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Case GARLC-002M
Trademark Application

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

The Taubman Company LLC, Opposition No. 91226162
Opposer, Serial No.:  86/213,938
Vs. Mark: INTERNATIONAL TIKI

MARKET PLACE
Chris B. Garland,

Applicant.

N N N N N N N N N N N

ANSWER TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Commissioner for Trademarks
P.O. Box 1451
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1451
Dear Sir/Madam:

Chris B. Garland ("Applicant") hereby responds to and answers the Notice of Opposition
filed by Opposer herein as follows:

1. Applicant asserts that Opposer’s registrations speak for themselves. Applicant
otherwise lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations
made in paragraph 1 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies the same.

2. Applicant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth

of the allegations made in paragraph 2 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies the same.



3. Applicant admits that his original drawing for the instant application is shown in
Exhibit C. Applicant admits that his address and specification of services is accurate. Applicant
admits that he amended his drawing during prosecution of the instant application. Applicant
otherwise denies the allegations made in paragraph 3 of the Notice of Opposition.

4. Applicant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth

of the allegations made in paragraph 4 of the Notice of Opposition, and therefore denies the same.

5. Applicant denies the allegations made in paragraph 5 of the Notice of Opposition.

6. Applicant denies the allegations made in paragraph 6 of the Notice of Opposition.

7. Applicant denies the allegations made in paragraph 7 of the Notice of Opposition.
AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

First Affirmative Defense

8. Opposer’s pleaded marks are not inherently distinctive such that purchasers do not
associate such mark with Opposer.

Second Affirmative Defense

9. Opposer’s claims are barred because, even if Opposer does have priority of use over
its pleaded trademarks, which Applicant denies, Opposer’s marks are descriptive and lack secondary
meaning pointing to Opposer.

Third Affirmative Defense

10. Opposer’s claims are barred because Opposer does not have priority of use over its

pleaded trademarks.

Fourth Affirmative Defense

11. Opposer’s claims are barred to the extent that Opposer is not the rightful owner of

its pleaded trademarks.



WHEREFORE, Applicant prays that the subject opposition proceeding be dismissed.
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Darren S. Rimer

30021 Tomas, Suite 300
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
(949) 367-1541

Counsel for Applicant



PROOF OF SERVICE

State of California )
) ss.
County of Orange )

I am over the age of 18 and not a party to the within action; my business address is 30021
Tomas, Suite 300, Rancho Santa Margarita, California 92688. On March 14, 2016, the attached
ANSWER TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION was served on all interested parties in this action by

U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, at the address as follows:

Julie A. Greenberg

Dinsmore & Shohl LLP

2701 Troy Center Drive, Suite 330
Troy, MI 38084

Executed on March 14, 2016. I declare under penalty of perjury that the above is true and

correct. I declare that I am employed in the office of RIMER & MATHEWSON LLP at whose

}),/

direction service was made. /" } P
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