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 IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE  

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

 

 

MYA SARAY, LLC,      

       Proceeding No. 91218280 

  Plaintiff,    

        

 

 

 v.  

 

DABES, IBRAHIM 

 

  Defendant.      

 

NOTICE TO THE BOARD 

 

On May 2, 2016 this Board agreed to stay this opposition/cancellation proceeding 

(this “Proceeding”) in light of pending litigation between the parties to the issues of this 

Proceeding.  A primary basis of the request for stay by the Opposer/Canceller (hereinafter, 

“Mya Saray”) is that the scope of the Dabes’ use of the marks of this Proceeding requires 

evidence that this Board does not consider (e.g., Intent evidence
1
) and includes a scope 

greater than would be considered in this Proceeding in relation to claims (e.g., Dabes’ 

counterfeits, patent infringement, copyright infringement, etc.) and parties (i.e., Dabes’ 

American distribution network).  Although Dabes’ correctly communicated that one 

action has been terminated, Mya Saray’s litigation against Dabes has not concluded. 

 

I.  The First Action, 1:16-cv-64 (E.D.Va) 

On January 20, 2016, Mya Saray filed suit against Dabes as well as his two 

American distributors, Premium Molasses, Inc. and World Smoke Shop. Premium 

Molasses settled, and in the course of reviewing the inventory of Premium Molasses, 

Mya Saray was able to construct the more robust action that was filed on June 7, 2016. 

See Decl. K. Blankenship, Ex. 1. 

                                                
1
 This Board expressly ruled that it would not consider ‘Intent’ in conformity with its standard practices in 
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II.  The Second Action, 1:16-cv-64 (E.D.Va) 

Mya Saray investigation of Dabes’ counterfeit inventory received pursuant to 

Premium Molasses’ settlement revealed many facts that Dabes had hoped to hide in the 

course of this Proceeding.  One of the points that Mya Saray has attempted to 

demonstrate to this Board is that Dabes copies as much of the MYA brand as he dares: 

hardly any element of Dabes’ packaging refrains from copying at least one element of 

Mya Saray’s packaging.  See Decl. K. Blankenship, Ex. 2. 

 Mya Saray’s Packaging   Dabes’ Packaging
2
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mya Saray’s Packaging    Dabes Packaging
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2
 The same woman and color scheme 

3
 The same logo hue. 
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These are the facts that are highly relevant to likelihood of confusion, yet can only be 

demonstrated in an Article III Court. In the Second Action, Mya Saray brought suit 

against Dabes’ only remaining American distributor, World Smoke Shop, which had by 

that time become defunct with only Allabadie, the natural person that owned the entity, as 

the rightful candidate for service. Because Allabadie operated his business from Los 

Angeles, a motion to dismiss surfaced and the Court granted the motion on September 9, 

2016 and Mya Saray shortly appealed thereafter.   

Mya Saray asked the district of the Second Action to stay the Second Action with 

respect to Dabes pending resolution of the appeal. The Eastern District of Virginia is 

known for its speed, and in a scenario where Mya Saray continued its litigation against 

Dabes while the Federal Circuit mulled the appeal against Allabadie, Dabes’ remaining 

distributor, Mya Saray would not have access to the evidence of Allabadie to use against 

Dabes, except such as could be acquired via subpoena.  The district court had other ideas: 

J. Brinkema allowed Mya Saray to dismiss Dabes for separate litigation.  See Decl. K. 

Blankenship, Ex. 3. 

 

III.  The Third Action, 1:16-cv-64 (W.D.Va) 

 Mya Saray did bring a Third Action against Dabes that is separate from the stalled 

action against Allabadie, which it filed in the U.S. District Court for the Western District 

of VA.   See Decl. K. Blankenship, Ex. 4. This action includes the claims of the First 

Action and the Second Action, along with other recently discovered claims.  

 IV.  Conclusion 
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 This Proceeding ought not returned to active status. Mya Saray is continuing to 

pursue its claims against Dabes, and these claims are the same that caused this Board to 

stay the Proceeding in the first instance.  

 

DATED:  3/13/2017 

 

      By: /M. Keith Blankenship/ 

      Attorney for Petitioner 

M. Keith Blankenship, Esq. 

      Da Vinci’s Notebook, LLC 

      10302 Bristow Center Dr. #52 

      Bristow, VA 20136 

      Ph: (703) 646-1406 

      keith@dnotebook.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that a true and complete copy of the foregoing document has been served on counsel 

for Applicant/Registrant by mailing said copy via First Class Mail, postage prepaid to:  

 

John Lord 

One LLP 

9301 Wilshire Boulevard, Penthouse Suite 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

 

This 13th day of March 2017. 

 

 

By :  _________________________ 

       M. Keith Blankenship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE  

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

 

 

MYA SARAY, LLC,      

       Proceeding No. 91218280 

  Plaintiff,    

        

 

 

 v.  

 

DABES, IBRAHIM 

 

  Defendant.      

 

DECLARATION OF M. KEITH BLANKENSHIP 

 

 

 I, M. Keith Blankenship, declare that if called to testify, I would testify to the best of my 

information and belief as follows: 

 1. I have personal knowledge of all facts set forth in this Declaration and, if called 

upon, could competently testify to those facts.   I am over 18 years of age and am qualified to 

testify. 

 2. I am the litigation attorney for Mya Saray and am familiar with the case history 

and file of this proceeding as well as the cases for the documents attached hereto. 

 3. Exhibit 1 is a true and accurate copy of the complaint filed for case captioned 

thereby. 

 4.  Exhibit 2 is a true and accurate copy of the complaint filed for case captioned 

thereby. 

 5. Exhibit 3 is a true and accurate copy of an order dismissing Dabes from the case 

of captioned by the complaint of Exhibit 2.  



 6. Exhibit 4 is a true and accurate copy of the complaint filed for case captioned 

thereby. 

  I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed this March 13, 2017. 

      By: ______________________________ 

             M. Keith Blankenship               

 

 

(Declaration Exhibits Slanted As In Example Below to Distinguish from Complaint 

Exhibits) 
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EXHIBIT 1 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA DIVISION

MYA SARAY, LLC

Plaintiff

V.

DABES, IBRAHIM dba

DABES EGYPTIAN IMPORTS

and

PREMIUM MOLASSES, INC.

and

SHISHA WHOLESALERS, INC.

and

WORLD SMOKE SHOP

Defendants

Docket No.
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JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

COMPLAINT

Mya Saray, LLC for its complaint against Ibrahim Dabes, Premium Molasses,

Inc., Shisha Wholesalers, Inc., and World Smoke Shop avers with knowledge as to its

own acts and otherwise on information and belief as follows:

THE PARTIES

1. The Plaintiff Mya Saray, LLC ("Mya Saray") is a limited liability

company organized and existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, with

its principal place of business at 6405 10th Street, Alexandria, VA.

1

3
n

m

o
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2. Defendant Ibrahim Dabes, dba Dabes Egyptian Imports, ("Dabes") is a

sole proprietorship, with a mailing address of Neuburger Str. 109 Augsburg; Fed Rep

Germany 86167.

3. Defendant Premium Molasses, Inc. ("Premium Molasses") is an Illinois

corporation, with a principal place of business at 1056 East Wilson Ave; Lombard, IL

60148. The registered agent for Premium Molasses is Luai Abuhilal accepting service at

75 Eisenhower Lane South; Lombard, IL 60148.

4. Defendant Shisha Wholesalers, Inc. ("Shisha Wholesalers") is an Illinois

corporation, with a principal place of business at 75 Eisenhower Lane South; Lombard,

IL 60148. The registered agent for Shisha Wholesalers is Luai Abuhilal accepting

service at 75 Eisenhower Lane South; Lombard, IL 60148.

5. Defendant World Smoke Shop ("World Smoke Shop") is a California sole

proprietorship doing business at 508 South Brookhurst St.; Anaheim, CA 92804.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

6. This civil action for unfair competition arises under the Patent laws of the

United States, including 35 U.S.C. §271, the Unfair Competition laws of the United

States, including 15 U.S.C. § 1125; and the Virginia Consumer Protection Act

("VCPA"), Va. Code § 59.1-196 et seq. This court has subject matter jurisdiction

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(b), and supplemental jurisdiction for VCPA

claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a). Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b) and

1400(b). Ibrahim Dabes, Premium Molasses, Inc., Shisha Wholesalers, Inc., and World
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Smoke Shop (collectively, "Defendants") are subject to personal jurisdiction in this

district.

FACTS

7. Mya Saray is a manufacturer and distributor of tobacco products,

particularly hookahs and hookah accessories, and has been in existence since 1863.

8. Mya Saray sells tobacco products nationally under the federally registered

trademarks MYA, Reg. No. 3,031,439 ("the '439 registration" or the "Mya Word Mark")

and MYA (as stylized), Reg. No. 3,031,440 ("the '440 registration" or the "Mya Design

Mark"), and Reg. No. 4,693,443 ("the '443 registration). True copies of the '439

registration and the '440 registration and the '443 registration are attached hereto as

Exhibit A and Exhibit B and Exhibit C, respectively. Mya Saray owns many common

law trademarks incorporating the term MYA having rights derived from the '439 and

'440 registrations, including MYA (and depictions thereof) on packaging,

advertisements, hookahs, etc.

9. Mya Saray is the exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 8,001,978

("the '978 patent") with authority to enforce that patent. A true copy of the '978 patent is

attached as Exhibit D.

10. Mya Saray manufactures, distributes, advertises, publicizes, sells, and

offers to sell the Mya QT hookah ("QT"), depicted in Exhibit E. The QT product design

("QT Hookah") is distinctive, non-functional, and serves as a trademark. Furthermore,

the QT Hookah is composed of a distinctive hookah stem design ("QT Stem") and a

distinctive hookah base ("QT Base"), each separately trademarked and capable of
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independently acting as an indicator of source. The base of the QT hookah is protected

by U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 3,845,276 ("the '276 registration). Exhibit E.

11. The MYA brand is one of the most coxmterfeited brands in the world.

12. Dabes is a German industrialist that has been importing hookahs from

third party manufacturers for resale in Europe.

13. Mya Saray first encountered Dabes on or about 2009 when Dabes

requested authority to distribute Mya Saray hookahs throughout Europe.

14. In performing due diligence, Mya Saray uncovered that Dabes was

involved in significant counterfeiting activities, including offering counterfeits of

multiple Mya Saray hookahs. Mya Saray refused Dabes distribution rights in any

territory.

15. Subsequent to Mya Saray's refusal of Dabes' attempted distribution rights,

Dabes began to sell hookahs throughout Europe with the term "AMY" associated

therewith. The term "AMY" was stamped upon hookahs and hookah cases, and

portrayed in advertisement and sales media for Dabes' hookahs ("AMY hookahs").

16. On or about July 31, 2013 Dabes filed an application in the U.S. Patent

and Trademark Office for registration of a logo comprising the term "AMY DELUXE"

as a logo, U.S. App. Ser. No. 86,025,122 ("the '122 application").

17. On or about July 31, 2013 Dabes filed an application in the U.S. Patent

and Trademark Office for registration of a logo comprising the term "AMY GOLD

TOBACCO MOLASSES" as a logo, U.S. App. Ser. No. 86, 025,182 ("the '182

application").
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18. Dabes exports into the United States its AMY hookahs to two national

distributors, Premium Molasses and World Smoke Shop. Premium Molasses and Shisha

Wholesalers act in unison to accept imported AMY hookahs and distribute them to retail

stores throughout the United States.

19. Defendants sell, offer to sell, and use in the United States a counterfeit of

Mya Saray's QT hookah that infringes Mya Saray's '978 patent rights and the '276

registration. See Exhibit F.

20. Defendants provide AMY hookahs to Internet retailers in the United States

that sell and offer to sell AMY hookahs into this district via website shopping carts,

including: http://5starhookah.com/AMY c200.htm; http://www.smoking-

hookah.com/hookahs: http://www.texashookah.com/liookahs.html:

http://www.smokyhookah.com/hookahs.html; et. al.

21. Multiple retail stores in this district sell, offer to sell, and use AMY

hookahs.

CLAIMS FOR RELIEF

Count I. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)

Unfair Competition and Deceptive Marketing

22. Mya Saray incorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs of this

Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

23. The conduct of Defendants constitutes use in commerce of designations

and dress, false designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, and false

or misleading representations of fact likely to confuse and deceive a substantial number

of distributors in the trade, relevant consumers, and other purchasers as to the affiliation.
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connection, or association of Defendants with Mya Saray and others, in violation of 15

U.S.C.§ 1125(a)(1)(A).

24. The conduct of Defendants constitutes use in commerce of designations

and dress, false designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, and false

or misleading representations of fact likely to confuse and deceive a substantial number

of distributors in the trade, relevant consumers, and other purchasers as to the origin,

sponsorship, or approval of Defendants' goodsand commercial activities as they relate to

Mya Saray and others, in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(A).

25. The conduct of Defendants constitutes use in commerce of designations

and dress, false designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, and false

or misleading representations of fact that in commercial advertising and promotion

misrepresent the nature, characteristics, and qualities of Defendants' goods and

commercial activities in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(B).

26. The conduct of Defendants in unfairly competing with Mya Saray is

willful and deliberate and done with an intent to misrepresent the nature, characteristics,

and qualities of Defendants' goods, and confuse, mislead, and deceive a substantial

number of distributors in the trade, relevant consumers, and other purchasers, and

members of the public as to the origin of Defndants' goods and to cause said persons to

believe that the goods have been sponsored, approved, authorized, or licensed by Mya

Saray.

27. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined by this court. Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law.
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Count II. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114

Registered Trademark Infringement of the *439 Registration

28. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

29. The conduct of Defendants in using the MYA Word Mark and colorable

imitations thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution, and

advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in

violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(l)(a),

30. The conduct of Defendants in reproducing the MYA Word Mark and

colorable imitations thereof and applying the reproduction to labels, signs, prints,

packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used in commerce

with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products and such use

is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. §

1114(l)(b).

31. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined by this court. Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law.

Count III. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114

Registered Trademark Infringement of the M40 Registration

32. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

33. The conduct of Defendants in using the MYA Design Mark and colorable

imitations thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution, and
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advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in

violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(l)(a).

34. The conduct of Defendants in reproducing the MYA Design Mark and

colorable imitations thereof and applying the reproduction to labels, signs, prints,

packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used in commerce

with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products and such use

is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. §

1114(l)(b).

35. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined by this court. Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law.

Count IV. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114

Registered Trademark Infringement of the *276 Registration

36. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

37. The conduct of Defendants in using the QT hookah product design and

colorable imitations thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution,

and advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive

in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a).

38. The conduct of Defendants in reproducing the QT hookah product design

and colorable imitations thereof and applying the reproduction to labels, signs, prints,

packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used in commerce

with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products and such use
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is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. §

1114(l)(b).

39. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined by this court. Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law.

Count V. Violation of 15 U.S.C § 1114

Registered Trademark Infringement of the '443 Registration

40. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

41. The conduct of Defendants in using the MYA logo of the '443 registration

and colorable imitations thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale,

distribution, and advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake

or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(l)(a).

42. The conduct of Defendants in in using the MYA logo of the '443

registration and colorable imitations thereof and applying the reproduction to labels,

signs, prints, packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used

in commerce with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco

products and such use is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violationof

15U.S.C. §1114(l)(b).

43. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined by this court. Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law.
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Count V. Patent Infringement

Infringement of the '978 Patent

44. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

45. The '978 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted on August 23,

2011, describes and claims a smoking apparatus.

46. Defendants have been and are infringing, inducing infringement of, and

contributing to the infnngement of the '978 patent by making, using, offering for sale

and/or selling, in these United States, or importing into these United States articles,

including the AMY "Jinn" hookah, that read on the '978 patent claims, all without the

consent of Mya Saray.

47. Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing

activities of Defendants and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities

are enjoined by this Court.

Count VI. Violation of Va. Code § 59.1-200(A)

The Virginia Consumer Protection Act

48. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all other allegations of this

Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

49. Defendants are misrepresenting to consumers, and contributing to the

ability of other suppliers to misrepresent, that the goods of Defendants are the goods of

Mya Saray in violation of Va. Code § 59.1-200(A)(1).

50. Defendants are misrepresenting to consumers, and contributing to the

ability of other suppliers to misrepresent, that the goods of Defendants are sponsored by,

10
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approved by, or certified by Mya Saray, or that Mya Saray is a source of such goods in

violation of Va. Code § 59.1-200(A)(2).

51. Defendants are misrepresenting to consumers, and contributing to the

ability of other suppliers to misrepresent, that their goods are affiliated, connected, or

associated with Mya Saray in violation of Va. Code § 59.1-200(A)(3).

52. Defendants are misrepresenting to consumers, and contributing to the

ability of other suppliers to misrepresent, that their goods have the characteristics and

benefits of the goods ofMya Saray in violation of Va. Code § 59.1-200(A)(5).

53. Defendants are misrepresenting to consumers, and contributing to the

ability of other suppliers to misrepresent, that their goods are similar to those of Mya

Saray in terms of standards, quality, grade, style, or model in violation of Va. Code Ann

§ 59.1-200(A)(6).

54. Defendants are violating Va. Code § 59.1-200(A)(14).

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment:

A. That Mya Saray is the owner of U.S. Patent No. 8,001,978 and has the

right to sue and collect damages for any and all infringements thereof;

B That U.S. Patent No. 8,001,978 remains good and valid in law and has

been infringed by Defendants;

C. That Defendants, and their officers, agents, servants, and employees and

those persons in active concert and participation with or controlled by any of them, be

preliminarily and permanently enjoined and restrained from infringing, inducing

infringement of, and contributing to the infringement of U.S. Patent No. 8,001,978;

11
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D. That Mya Saray is the sole and exclusive owner of the Trademarks

referenced in this Complaint, including: the MYA word mark; the MYA design mark (As

Stylized); the trade dress for the designs of the QT hookah base, hookah stems, and

combination thereof; and that Mya Saray has the right to sue for its damages for any and

all infringements thereof and trespasses thereupon;

E. That Defendants have unfairly competed with Mya Saray in violation of

the unfair competition laws of Virginia and these United States, including 15 U.S.C. §

1125(a) and the Virginia Consumer Protection Act;

F. That this Court order Defendants, their agents, associates, employees,

attorneys, and any other person in active concert or participation with them, be forthwith

preliminarily and permanently enjoined from: using, alone or in combination, the

designations MYA and MYA (As Stylized) and MYA (as portrayed in the '443

registration) and hookah products having a design confusingly similar to that of any

protectable Mya Saray trade dress, includingthe '276 registration;

G. That Mya Saraybe awarded all damages relatedto the unlawful actions of

Defendants as characterized by this Complaint, or in the alternative statutory damages as

recoverable under the U.S. Lanham Act.

H. That Defendants be required to account for and to disgorge its profits and

that Mya Saray be awarded its damages and that those damages be trebled, together with

interest and costs;

I. That Mya Saray be awarded its reasonable attorney's fees and costs in this

action;

12
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J. That all infringing articles and all means of making the same be delivered

up and destroyed, at the costs of the Defendants;

K. That this Court order the cancellation of any trademark rights recognized

by the U.S. Patent and trademark office for any name, symbol, or device utilized by

Defendants confusingly similar to any protectable trademark of Mya Saray, including

Dabes' U.S. Trademark Application Serial Nos. 86/025,182 and 86/025,122.

L. That Mya Saray be awarded such further relief as this Court may deem

just and proper.

JURY DEMAND

Mya Saray demands a trial by jury pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. Pro. 38 as to all issues

triable of right to a jury.

DATED: January 19, 2016

By
M. Keith Blankenship, Esq.

Attorney for Plaintiff

VSB# 70027

Da Vinci's Notebook, LLC

10302 Bristow Center Dr

No. 52

Bristow, VA 20136

703-581-9562

keith@dnotebook.com
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Exhibit A

Int Cl;34

PriorU,S.CIs.:2,8,9andl7 „
Reg. No. 3,031,439

United States Patent and Trademark Office Registered Dec. 20,200s

TRADEMARK

PRINCIPAL REGISTER

MYA

MYA SARAY, LLC (VIRGINIA LIMITED LIABI
LITY CORPORATION)

SUITE 1414 EAST

3709 SOUTH GEORGE MASON DRIVE

FALLS CHURCH, VA 22041

FOR: WATER PIPES FOR SMOKING. IN CLASS 34

(U.S. CLS. 2,8, 9 AND 17).

HRST USE 3-1-2002; IN COMMERCE 3-1-2001

THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHAR-

ACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO ANY PARTICULAR

FONT. STYLE, SIZE, OR COLOR.

SER. NO. 78-349,755, HLED 1-9-2004.

ANN E SAPPENFIELD. EXAMINING ATTORNEY

The '439 Registration - Mya Word Mark
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Exhibit B

Int CL:34

Prior U.S. CIs.: 2,8,9 and 17
^ ' Reg. No. 3,031,440

United States Patent and Trademark Office Rcgbtemi Pcc. 20.200s

TRADEMARK

PRINCIPAL REGISTER

n\Yq

MYA SARAY, LLCJVIROINIA LIMITED LL\BI-
LITY CORPORATION)

SUITE 1414 EAST

3709 SOUTH GEORGE MASON DRIVE

FALLS CHURCH, VA 22041

FOR: WATER PIPES FOR SMOKING. IN CLASS 34

(U.S. CLS. 2.8,9 AND 17).

FIRST USE 3-1-2002;IN COMMERCE 3-1.2002.

THE MARK CONSISTS OF THE NAME MYA IN

STYLIZED FORM.

SER. NO. 78-349,903, FILED 1-9-2004.

AN-NE. SAPPENFIELD, EXAMINING ATTORNEY

The '440 Registration - Mya Design Mark
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Exhibit C

states Of ^tnert
\2y^ ^ntteb ^tstesfBatentanb tKrabeinarU Office

Rec. No. 4.693,443 mya saray. llc (Virginia UMiriiD liability company)
UNIT 114

Registered Feb. 24,2015 4367i trade center puce
STKRUNO.VA 20166

Int.CI.: 34
FOR; TOBACCO PRODUCTS. NAMELY. HOOKAHS AND HOOKAH ACCESSORIES.

NAMELY. HOOKAH STEMS. HOOKAH HASRS. HOOKAH TONOS. HOOKAH PLATES.

HOOKAH BOWLS. HOOKAH HOSES, IKX)KAH CASES, AND HOOKAII OROMMETS;

TOBACCO SUBSTITUTE; HERBS FOR SMOKING. IN CLASS 34 (U.S. CLS. 2,8.9AND 17).

FIRST USE I l-20-3i)U; IN COMMIUiCF. I l-30-2(H4.

TWE MARK CONSISTS OF AN INDEPENDENT ARRANGEMENT OF THE LETTER 'M*

AND -Y" AND "A* ENCAPSULATI-D BY A SQUARIi. CIRCLE, AND SQUARE. RESPECT-

IVELY

SN 86-230,745. FILED 3.24-2014.

JUSTINE D. PARKER. HXAMININO ATTORNEY

TRADEMARK

PRINCIPAL REGISTER

Drfuty DCmforofCbrt'dHcrfStstca

PMcoi mi TndfraiHiOnW

The '443 Registration - A Mya Logo
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Exhibit D

The '978 Patent

(Begins on Next Page)
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(57) ABSTRACT

An improved smoking apparatus includes a bottle containing
a fluid. The bottle has an upstanding neck with peripheral
collar formed around the external periphery thereof. A stem
has a base and a neck. The base defines an interior plenum,
and a passage extends through the neck and terminates at the
interior passage. A burner cup is mounted to the stem in
communicationwith the passage. The interior plenum has a
size and shape to permit the stem to be coupled to the bottle by
placing the base over theneck, with a bottomedge ofthe base
resting on the collar of the bottle. A sealing element is dis
posed between the exterior surface of the neck of the bottle

and the inner surface of tlie interior plentmi to provide a
substantially air-tight coupling.

14 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1 2

SMOKING APPARATUS DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED

EMBODIMENTS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A smoking apparatus in the fonn of a hookah pipe indi-

1.Field of the Invention ^ reference no. 10 is shown in FIG. 1. The pipe 10
The invention relates to smoking apparatuses, such as a includes a bottle 12 containing a liquid 18 and a stem 30

pipe, and more particularly to smoking pipes with blown- moimt^lolhetopofthebottlel2.Tliebottlel2te
dLs bases generally cylmdncal neck 16 and aradially extendmgpenph-

2. Description ofthe Related Art " f "hf W''
Pipes are often used to smoke substances such as tobacco. "> ^ s-taWemate-
.1 . a .. . • j • I . nal such as glass, plastic, aciyhc, ceramic, etc.Moisture from a fluid may be mixed witli pipe smoke to The stem 30 includes an upperneck 32 and astem base 40.

ameliorate harshness and toimpart apleasant flavor oraroma ^
to the smoke. So-called hookah pipes are one way mwhich jQ^acco, is mounted proximate a top end of the neck 32.
smoke may be mixed with moisture. jj Preferably aplate 36 ispositioned beneath the bumer cup 38

Ahookah pipe has a bottle which filled with fluid. The for catchingashes and other materials spilled from the bumer
bottle ofthehookah may bemade ofglass, such ascrystal. A cup 38.
stem is mounted to thebottle. Thestem includes a passage jhe stem base 40forms aninterior plenum 42.Tlae lower
conveying smoke from a bumer cup on top of the stem portion 43ofthe base40hasa shape, preferably circular, that
througha down tube projectingfrom the stem and into the 20 conforms to the shapeof the neck16 of the bottle12 andhas
fluid in the bottle. The stem is preferably made of metal.The a diameter sufficientlylarger than that of the neck 16 so tliat

smokedrawntliroughthestemisexpelledfromthedowntube the stem30 can beoperativelymomited onto thebottle12 by
beneath tlie surface of the fluid and allowed to bubble up merely placing thestembase40overtheneck16so thatthe
tiirough the fluid tothesurface, absorbing moisture asitrises lower end 43 ofthestem base 40isseated onthecollar14of
tothe fluid surface. The stem base defines anmterior plenum 25 thebottle 12. Preferably, a sealing element, such aso-ring 44
into which smoke bubbling &om the fluid surface collects. oro\her suitable gasket material, isplaced over the neck 16
One ormore smoking hoses are connected to the stem, in between the neck 16 and the innersurface ofthe stem base 40
communication with the interior plenum. Auser smokes the to provide agenerally airtight seal between the stem base 40
hookah by drawing smoke through the hose. and the neck 16.

TOebotfleofahubble-bubbleisoflenmadeofblownglass. » ^ ^sage 34 exten^ tam the buraercup 38 ttough the
The stetn ofthe hookah is mounted to aneck ofthe base, so "S" . hA"- T I" f.7 ifS"
. , .. j .. 1 _i. j j- . ably by a threaded end 48, m alignment with the passage 34.

the neck mus be drawn out to a length and diameter com-

mensuiatewiththedimensionsofthemetalstem^dplenum |o„er.most and is beneadi the
durmg the glass blowing process. It may bediflicult to control 35 surface ofthe liquid 18
accuratelythedimensionsoftheneckwhiletheglassisbeing ^ Siting 50 extends into the stem base 40 and is
blown. Someoftliis variation ofdimensions is attractive, and preferably tlireaded thereto. Asmoking hose 54 has a hose
lends aunique, hand-crafted appearance to the base. Signifi- nipple 52 secured at an end thereof, and tiie nipple 52 is
cant variations ofdimensions canmake coupling thestem to secured to thehose fitting 50byforcing its tapered end into
theneckwithanairtightconnectiondifficult. Typicallyabase 40 thetapered opening ofthe hosefining as shown in FIG. 1.
of thestemis inserted or threaded intotheneckof thebottle. Thepipe10 is smoked bya userdrawing smokethrougli a
The stemmust fitinside tlieneck substantiallytightly inorder mouthpiece (not shown) at an opposite end of the hose 54,

toprevent smokefromleaking. Thelongertheneck,themore therebydrawingair through the bumer cup 38, througli the

likely theinner profile oftheneckwill vary from true round- passage 34anddown tube46,through theliquid 18,upinto
ness, andtheless likely thestem will fittightly. 45 theinterior plenum 42,and through thehose fitting 50 and

hose 54. Although not shown, the pipe 10 may include more

SUMMARYOF THE INVENTION than one hose fitting and attached hoses to permit multiple
users.

Tlie current invention isembodied ina smoking apparatus Because thestem 30iscoupled to thebottle 12bymerely
which includes a bottle containing a fluid, a stem coupled to 50 placing thestem base 40overtheneck 16with o-ring 44 in
thebottle, andoneor more smoking tubes connected to the place to provide a suitable seal, manufacturing tolerances of
stem wliich permit users to draw smoke from a bumer cup theneck 16need notbe so stringent. Inaddition, should the
mounted tothestem, through thestemandthefluid contained bottle 12bebroken, thestem 30 caneasily be placed onto a
within thebottle,andout of the tube. second bottlehavinga neckof generally similarproportions.

The bottle lias anupwardly-extending neck anda radially 55 A pressure release 56extends into thestem base 40andis
extending collar extending around theexternal periphery of preferably secured thereto bythreading. The pressure release
theneck. Thestem hasabase anda neck extending upwardly comprises a generally enclosed tabwithan interior plenum
from thebase. Tlie base defines an interior plenum having a including a tapered portion anda rounded endportion. Aball
sizeandshape that permits thebasetobeplaced over theneck 58 is disposed witliin the interior of thepressure release 56
of thebottle witha bottom edge of thebase resting on the 60 anda reliefopening 60is formed in thepressure release 56
collar. into the interiorportion thereof During use of the pipe while

a user is drawing smoke through the tube 54, the relative
BRIEF DESCRIPTIONOF THE OF THE vacuum formed in the interior plenum 42 draws the ball 58

DRAWINGS into tlie tapered portion ofthe interior plenum ofthe pressure
65 release 56, thereby blocking any air passage through the

FIG.1 isa smokingpipeaccordingtothepresentinvention pressurerelease56.Toequalizethe pressurewithinthe inte-
shown in cross section. riorplenum42oftliestem30,theuserneedonlyblowslightly
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into the tube 54. Tlie increased pressure created witliin the

interiorplenum42 will cause the ball 58 to dislodge from the

tapered portion thereby permitting airflow into the pressure

release 56,around the ball 58, and out of the reliefopening 60.

While various embodiments of the present invention have

been describedabove, they should be understood to have been

presented by way ofexamples only, and not limitation. Thus,
the breadth and scope of the present invention should not be

limited by the above described embodiments.
Modifications and variations of the present invention are

possible in light of the above teachings. It is therefore to be
understood tliat the invention may be practiced otherwise
than as specificallydescribed hereia

What is claimed is:

1. A hookah system comprising:

a hookah bottle having an upper neck witli a substantially
flush exterior, peripheral side surface and a hookah

bottle opening;

a flexible seal disposed about said substantially flush exte
rior, peripheral side surface; and

ahook^i stem with astem base defininganinterior plenum
comprising:

an interior sidewall having a substantially flush sidewall
surface dimensioned to sealingly accept said flexible
seal by compressing said flexibleseal upon said sub
stantiallyflushexterior,peripheralsidesurfaceofsaid
neck upon placement of said stem onto said bottle

neck;

an elevated wet smoke cavern above said hookah bottle

opening and defined by said interior sidewall posi
tioned above said compressed flexible seal for the

direct accumulation of wet smoke from said bottle;

and

a wet smoke aperture defined by said interior plenum

sidewall that directly accesses said wet smoke cavern

and is adapted to accept a hose fitting.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein said flexible seal is

removablydisposed about the periphery of said neck.
3. Tlie system of claim 1 wherein said wet smoke cavern

includes a perimeter diminisliing upwardly witli respect to
said bottle.

4. Tlie system of claim 3 wherein said stem fiirther com
prises multiple wet smoke outlets, and multiple hose fittings
in fluid conmiunication with said multiple wet smoke outlet

such that each wet smoke outlet allows the passage of wet

smoke to a single hose fitting.
5.The systemofclaim 4 wherein saidmultiplehose fillings

are removable hose fittings with a threaded portion.

6.Tliesystemofclaim 1 wherein saidbottle fiirtherdefines
a peripheral shoulder dimensioned to support said hookah
stem.

7. The systemof claim1 furthercomprising a downtube,
connected to said interior sidewall,passing through said wet
smoke cavern and descending into said bottle.

8. The systemofclaim 7 wherein said down tube is releas-
5 ably connected to said interior sidewall.

9. A hookah system comprising:
a hookah bottle having an upper neck with a substantially

flush exterior, peripheral side surface, an interior side
surface, and a hookah bottle opening;

a flexibleseal disposedabout said substantially flushexte
rior, peripheral side surface; and

a hookah stem with a stem base definingan interior plenum
comprising:
an interiorpleniunsidewallhavinga substantiallyflush

sidewall surface dimensioned to sealingly accept said
flexible seal by compressing said flexible seal upon
said substantially flush exterior, peripheral side sur
face of said necic upon placement ofsaid stem onto
said bottle neck;

an elevated wet smoke cavern above said hookah bottle

20 opening and defined by said interiorplenum sidewal1
positioned abovesaid compressed flexible seal for the
direct accumulation of wet smoke from said bottle;

and

a wet smoke aperture defined by said interior plenum

25 sidewall that directly accesses said wet smoke cavem
and is adapted to accept a hose fitting;and

a down tube, connected to said interior plenum sidewall,
with a down tube exterior and passing through said wet
smoke cavem and descending into said bottle,

30 wherein space between said down tube and said interior
plenum sidewall and space between said down tube and
said inside neck surface define a substantially annular

wet smoke ascension void, extending continuously from

said bottle into said wet smoke cavem, positioned to

35 allow the unifonn, direct ascension ofwet smoke from

said bottle to said wet smoke cavern.

10. Tlie system of claim 9 wherein said flexible seal is
removablydisposed about the periphery ofsaid neck.

11. The system ofclaim 9 wherein said wet smoke cavem
40 includes a perimeter diminishing upwardly with respect to

said bottle.

12. The system of claim 11 wherein said stem further
comprises multiple wet smoke outlets, and multiple hose
fittingsin fluidcommunicationwith said multiple wet smoke

45 outlet such that each wet smoke outlet allows the passage of

wet smoke to a single hose fitting.
13. The system of claim 12 wherein said multiple hose

fittingsare removable hose fittings with a threaded portion.
14. The system of claim 9 wherein said bottle further

50 defines a peripheral shoulder dimensioned to support said
hookah stem.

10

15
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Exhibit E

States? of Stnett^
yj^ ®nfteii S>t8te3S patent anli tiCraJiemarb ©flicc

111

Reg. No. 3,845,276 mya saray, ixc (Virginia mmithd liability company)
i;nitii4

Registered Sep. 7,2010 43671 TRADIi CENTER PUCE
STERLING. VA 20166

Int. CL: 34
•••OR: HOOKAHS, IN CUSS 34 (U.S. OA 2,8.9 AND I7X

TRADEMARK RRST USE11-7-20(«; INCOMMHICE 11-7-200S.

PRINCIPAL REGISTER THE MARK CONSISTCOF A TIIRra54)IMENSIONAI. CONHGURATION OF A HOOKAH

BASE THAT IS OENERAIXY CIRCWJVR IS DESIGN ANI) HAS SEVERAL GRADUATED

UiVELS. THE MATERIAL SHOWN IN BROKIiN UNIsS IS NOT PART OP THE MARK.

SEC. 2(F).

SER. NO. 77.959.010. FILlil) 3-I5-2flI0.

SHARON ^aaER. EXAMINING ATTORNEY

SSOiiiSS

The '276 Registration

TheMYA QT Hookah
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA DIVISION

MYA SARAY, LLC

Plaintiff

V.

Docket No

FILED

2811, JUil -1 P ? 52

DABES, IBRAHIM dba

DABES EGYPTIAN IMPORTS

and

ALLABADIE, ALLA dba

WORLD SMOKE SHOP and dba

SHISHA CENTER

Defendants JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

COMPLAINT

Mya Saray, LLC for its complaint against Ibrahim Dabes and Alia Allabadie

avers with knowledge as to its own acts and otherwise on information and belief as

follows:

THE PARTIES

1. The Plaintiff Mya Saray, LLC ("Mya Saray") is a limited liability

company organized and existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Virgima, with

its principal place ofbusiness at 43671 Trade Center PI #114, Sterling, VA 20166.

2. Defendant Ibrahim Dabes, dba Dabes Egyptian Imports, (collectively,

"Dabes") is a sole proprietorship, with a mailing address of Neuburger Str. 109

Augsburg; Fed Rep Germany 86167.

1
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3. Defendant Alia A. Allabadie doing business as a California sole proprietor

as "World Smoke Shop" and also doing business as a California sole proprietor as

"Shisha Center" all at 508 South Brookhurst St., Anaheim, CA 92804 (collectively,

"Allabadie").

nmTSDTCTTON AND VENUE

4. This civil action arises under the Patent, Unfair Competition, and

Copyright laws of the United States, as well as the laws of Virginia, including 35 U.S.C.

§271, 15 U.S.C. §§1114 and 1125, and 17 U.S.C. §501. This Court has subject matter

jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(b), and supplemental jurisdiction for

VCPA, VUTSA, and contract claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1367(a). Venue is proper

under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b) and 1400(b). Ibrahim Dabes and Allabadie (collectively,

"Defendants") are subject to personal jurisdiction in this district.

FACTS

5. Mya Saray is a manufacturer and distributor of tobacco products,

particularly hookahs and hookah accessories, and has been in existence since 1863.

6. Mya Saray sells tobacco products under its MYA brand ("MYA Tobacco

Products"), throughout the world, and nationally under the federally registered

trademarks MYA, Reg. No. 3,031,439 ("the '439 registration" or the "Mya Word Mark")

and MYA (as stylized), Reg. No. 3,031,440 ("the '440 registration" or the "Mya Design

Mark"), and Reg. No. 4,693,443 ("the '443 registration). True copies of the '439

registration and the '440 registration and the '443 registration are attached hereto as

Exhibit A and Exhibit B and Exhibit C, respectively. The MYA Tobacco Products are
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associated with many common law trademarks owned by Mya Saray, including the trade

dress of packaging, various depictions of the term "MYA," along with product designs of

various hookahs (collectively, MYA Common Law Trademarks). These MYA Common

Law Trademarks are distinctive, non-functional, extend throughout the United States and

its territories, and are buttressed by lengthy use and substantial consumer recognition.

7. Mya Saray manufactures, distributes, advertises, publicizes, sells, and

offers to sell the Mya QT hookah, depicted in Exhibit D. The product design of this

hookah ("QT Hookah") is distinctive, non-functional, and serves as a trademark.

Furthermore, the QT Hookah is composed of a distinctive hookah stem design ("QT

Stem") and a distinctive hookah base ("QT Base"), each separately trademarked and

capable of independently acting as an indicator of source. The QT Base is protected by

U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 3,845,276 ("the '276 registration). Exhibit E. The brand name

"QT" is protected by U.S. TM. Reg. No. 4,562,908 ("the '908 registration" or the "QT

Word Mark"). Atrue copy ofthe '908 registration is attached hereto as Exhibit F

8. Mya Saray is the exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 8,001,978

("the '978 patent") with authority to enforce that patent. Exhibit G.

9. Mya Saray is the exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 7,806,123

("the ' 123 patent") with authority to enforce that patent. Exhibit H.

10. Mya Saray is the exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 8,573,229

("the '229 patent") with authority to enforce that patent. Exhibit L

11. Mya Saray is the exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 9,107,456

("the '456 patent") with authority to enforce that patent. Exhibit J.
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12. The MYA brand is one ofthe most counterfeited brands in the world. The

QT Hookah isthe world's most counterfeited hookah.

13. Dabes is a German industrialist that has been importing hookahs and

hookah accessories ("Dabes Tobacco Products") from third party manufacturers,

primarily m China, forresale in Europe.

14. Mya Saray first encountered Dabes on or about 2009 when Dabes

requested authority to distribute Mya Saray hookahs throughout Europe along with the

Dabes Tobacco Products.

15. In performing due diligence, Mya Saray uncovered that Dabes was

involved in significant counterfeiting activities, including offering counterfeits of

multiple Mya Saray hookahs in the Dabes Tobacco Products line. Mya Saray refused

Dabes distribution rights in any territory shortly after his request for such rights.

16. Subsequent to Mya Saray's refusal ofDabes' attempted distribution rights,

Dabes expanded the Dabes Hookahs to include as a subset brand of "AMY" ("AMY

Tobacco Products"), abrand that Dabes applied, and applies, to Dabes Tobacco Products

throughout Europe. The term "AMY" was depicted on hookahs and hookah cases, and

portrayed in packaging for tobacco products, advertisement, and sales media for the

Dabes Hookahs.

17. The designation "AMY" was adopted by Dabes purely as a rouse to

create, and exploit, consumer confusion occurring between the MYA and AMY products.

Such conftision has actually resulted.

18. Dabes has ordered counterfeits and knock-offs of MYA Tobacco Products

for the knowing purpose of confusing consumers, and permitting and encouraging its
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distributors and retailers to confuse consumers. For example, many of Dabes' "Jinn"

hookah, which is a counterfeit ofthe MYA QT Hookah, is frequently sold in Europe and

into theUnited States as anAMY QThookah or DABES QThookah.

19. On or about July 31, 2013 Dabes filed an application in the U.S. Patent

and Trademark Office for registration ofa logo comprising the term "AMY DELUXE"

as a logo, U.S. App. Ser. No. 86,025,122 ("the ^22 application").

20. On or about July 31, 2013 Dabes filed an application in the U.S. Patent

and Trademark Office for registration of a logo comprising the term "AMY GOLD

TOBACCO MOLASSES" as a logo, U.S. App. Ser. No. 86,025,182 ("the '182

application").

21. Dabes exports into the United States its Dabes Tobacco Products,

including AMY Tobacco Products, to two national distributors. Premium Molasses and

Allabadie. Premium Molasses and Allabadie acted in unison to accept imported AMY

TobaccoProductsand distributethem to retail stores throughoutthe United States.

22. The Dabes Tobacco Products include multiple products that infringe Mya

Saray's intellectual property, and these products were knowingly created (and ordered to

be created) by Defendants for the purpose of knowingly infringing Mya Saray's

intellectual property rights. The scope of infringement is vast.

23. Defendants provide AMY Tobacco Products to Internet retailers in the

United States and Europe that sell and offer to sell AMY Tobacco Products into the

United States and this district via website shopping carts, including:

http://5starhookah.com/AMY c200.htm: http://www.smoking-hookah.com/hookahs;
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http://www.texashookah.com/hookahs.html;

http://www.smokvhookah.com/hookahs.html; et. al.

24. Multiple retail stores, and other establishments, in this district sell, offer to

sell, and use, and permit the use, ofDabes Tobacco Products, including AMY Tobacco

Products.

25. In late 2013, Mya Saray warned Dabes via cease-and-desist letter to avoid

selling its infringing products in the United States including any AMY Tobacco Products.

26. Subsequent toboth Mya Saray's warnings and Article II litigation between

Mya Saray and Dabes, Dabes escalated its copying of MYA Tobacco Products brands.

Dabes copied hues, tones, and other elements of Mya Saray's packaging, which

constitutes protectable trade dress as Mya Saray's Common Law Trademarks, to intensify

the likelihood of confusion between the AMY and MYA brands. The elements of Mya

Saray's packaging constitute a creative work protectable under Title 17, and Mya Saray's

Freeze Hose Product Packaging isprotected by Copyright, Case No. 1-3566596511, ("the

'511 Copyright"). See Exhibit K.

27. Examples ofDabes packaging for the AMY Tobacco Products sold in the

United States that violates Mya Saray's Common Law Trademarks are shown in Exhibit

L ("AMY Accessory Packaging") and Exhibit M ("AMY Cooling Hose Packaging").

The AMY Cooling Hose Packaging is a copy of the '511 Copyright and Mya Saray's

Freeze Hose Product Packaging.

28. In late 2013, Mya Saray warned Shisha Center, Inc., a California-based

national distributor, to avoid selling its infringing products in the United States including

any AMY Tobacco Products or face litigation. Allabadie, through Shisha Center, Inc.,
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agreed to cease all activities related to AMY Tobacco Products in exchange for Mya

Saray's promise not topursue litigation ("Settlement Agreement").

29. Shisha Center, Inc. was a California corporation, now dissolved,

controlled by Allabadie that existed while performmg the acts ofthis Complaint.

30. Shortly subsequent to Mya Saray's warning letter to Shisha Center,

Allabadie and Dabes arranged for the import of a container of AMY Tobacco Products

through Allabadie's World Smoke Shop entity, which Products Allabadie then sold.

Allabadie never intended to abide by the Settlement Agreement, and used World Smoke

Shop as an obscured, discreet alter ego to arrange for the imports that he knew were in

violation of both law and contract.

CLAIMS FOR RELIEF

Count I. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)

Unfair Competition and Deceptive Marketing

31. Mya Saray uicorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs of this

Complaint as though fully set forthherein.

32. The conduct of Defendants constitutes use in commerce of designations

and dress, false designations of origin, false ormisleading descriptions of fact, and false

ormisleading representations of fact likely to confuse and deceive a substantial number

of distributors in the trade, relevant consumers, and otherpurchasers as to the affiliation,

connection, or association of Defendants with Mya Saray and others, in violation of 15

U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(A).

33. The conduct of Defendants constitutes use in commerce of designations

and dress, false designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, and false
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or misleading representations of fact likely to confuse and deceive a substantial number

of distributors in the trade, relevant consumers, and other purchasers as to the origin,

sponsorship, or approval of Defendants' goods and commercial activities as they relate to

Mya Saray and others, in violation of15 U.S.C. §1125(a)(1)(A).

34. The conduct of Defendants constitutes use in commerce of designations

and dress, false designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, and false

or misleading representations of fact that in commercial advertising and promotion

misrepresent the nature, characteristics, and qualities of Defendants goods and

commercial activities in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(B).

35. The conduct of Defendants in unfairly competing with Mya Saray is

willful and deliberate and done with an intent to misrepresent the nature, characteristics,

and qualities of Defendants' goods, and confuse, mislead, and deceive a substantial

number of distributors in the trade, relevant consumers, and other purchasers, and

members ofthe public as to the origin ofDefendants' goods and to cause said persons to

believe that the goods have been sponsored, approved, authorized, or licensed by Mya

Saray.

36. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined by this court. Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law.

Count IL Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114

Registered Trademark Infringement ofthe *439 Registration

37. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint asthough fully set forth herein.
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38. The conduct of Defendants in using the MYA Word Mark and colorable

imitations thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution, and

advertising oftobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in

violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(l)(a).

39. The conduct of Defendants in reproducing the MYA Word Mark and

colorable imitations and counterfeits thereof and applying the reproduction to labels,

signs, prints, packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used

in commerce with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco

products and such use is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of

15 U.S.C. § 1114(l)(b).

40. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined by this court. Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law.

Count III. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114

Registered Trademark Infringement ofthe *440 Registration

41. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all precedmg allegations of

thisComplaint as though fully setforth herein.

42. The conduct of Defendants in using the MYA Design Mark and colorable

imitations thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution, and

advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in

violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(l)(a).

43. The conduct of Defendants in reproducing the MYA Design Mark and

colorable imitations and counterfeits thereof and applying the reproduction to labels,

signs, prints, packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used
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in commerce with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco

products and such use is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of

15U.S.C.§1114(l)(b).

44. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined bythiscourt. Mya Saray has noadequate remedy at law.

Count IV. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114

Registered Trademark Infringement of the *276 Registration

45. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

46. The conduct of Defendants in using the QT Hookah product design and

colorable imitationsand counterfeits thereof in connectionwith the sale, offering for sale,

distribution, and advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake

or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a).

47. The conduct of Defendants in reproducing the QT hookah product design

and colorable imitations and counterfeits thereofand applying the reproduction to labels,

signs, prints, packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used

in commerce with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco

products and such use is likely to cause confusion or mistake orto deceive in violation of

15U.S.C. § 1114(l)(b).

48. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined by this court. Mya Saray hasno adequate remedy at law.

Count V. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114

10
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Registered Trademark Infringement ofthe *443 Registration

49. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully setforth herein.

50. The conduct of Defendants in using theMYA logo of the '443 registration

and colorable imitations and counterfeits thereof in connection with the sale, offering for

sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or

mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a).

51. The conduct of Defendants in in using the MYA logo of the '443

registration and colorable imitations thereof and applying the reproduction to labels,

signs, prints, packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used

in commerce with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco

products and such use is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of

15U.S.C.§ 1114(l)(b).

52. Defendants' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable

injury and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless

enjoined by this court. Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law.

Count VL Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114

Registered Trademark Infringement of the *908 Registration

53. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

54. The conduct of Dabes in, and encouraging the use of, the QT Word Mark

of the '908 registration and colorable imitations and counterfeits thereof in connection

with the sale, offering for sale, distribution, and advertising oftobacco products is likely

to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(l)(a).

11
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55. The conduct of Dabes in in using the MYA logo of the '443 registration

and colorable imitations thereof and applying the reproduction to labels, signs, prints,

packages, wrappers, receptacles oradvertisements with the intent tobe used incommerce

with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products and such use

is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. §

1114(l)(b).

56. Dabes' conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable injury

and will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless enjoined by

this court. MyaSaray has no adequate remedy at law.

57. To Mya Saray's knowledge, this Count is not presently applicable to

Allabadie.

Count VII. Patent Infringement

Infringement ofthe *978 Patent

58. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaintas though fully set forth herein.

59. The '978 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted on August 23,

2011, describes and claims a smoking apparatus.

60. Dabes has been and is infringing, inducing infringement of, and

contributing to the infiringement of the '978 patent by making, using, offering for sale

and/or selling, in these United States, or importing into these United States articles,

including the AMY "Jinn" hookah, that reads on the '978 patent claims, all without the

consent of Mya Saray.

12

Case 1:16-cv-00629-LMB-IDD   Document 1   Filed 06/07/16   Page 12 of 19 PageID# 12



61. Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing

activities of Defendants and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities

are enjoined by this Court.

62. Mya Saray provided notice to Defendants of its infringements, and all

actions of this Count are conducted with knowledge of the wrongfulness thereof and

Defendants intended to perpetrate the infringements described herein.

63. To Mya Saray's knowledge, this Count is not presently applicable to

Allabadie.

Count VII. Patent Infringement

Infringement ofthe *229 Patent

64. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

65. The '229 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted on Nov. 5, 2013,

describes and claims a multiple port,pressure-responsive adjustable hookah.

66. Defendants have been and are infringing, inducing infnngement of, and

contributing to the infringement of the '229 patent by making, using, offering for sale

and/or selling, in these United States, or importing into these United States articles,

including at least the model designated by Defendants as AMY0006, as well as other

hookahs, that read on the '229 patent claims, all withoutthe consentof Mya Saray.

67. Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing

activities of Defendants and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities

are enjoined by this Court.
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68. Mya Saray provided notice to Defendants of its infringements, and all

actions of this Count are conducted with knowledge of the wrongfulness thereof and

Defendants intended to perpetrate the infringements described herein.

Count VIIL Patent Infringement

Infringement ofthe *123 Patent

69. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

70. The '123 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted onOctober 5, 2010,

describes and claims a modular smoking apparatus.

71. Defendants have been and are infringing, inducing infnngement of, and

contributing to the infiringement of the '123 patent by making, using, offering for sale

and/or selling, in these United States, or importing into these United States articles,

including at least the model designated as AMY630 as well as other hookahs, that read

on the ' 123 patentclaims, all without the consent of MyaSaray.

72. Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing

activities of Defendants and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities

are enjoined by this Court.

73. Mya Saray provided notice to Defendants of its infiingements, and all

actions of this Count are conducted with knowledge of the wrongfulness thereof and

Defendants intended to perpetrate the infringements described herein.

Count IX. Patent Infringement

Infringement ofthe *456 Patent

74. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as thoughfully set forth herein.
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75. The '456 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted on August 18,

2015,describes and claimsa hookahhose and hookahsystem.

76. Dabes has been and are infringing, inducing infringement of, and

contributing to the infringement of the '456 patent by making, using, offering for sale

and/or selling, in these United States, or importing into these United States articles,

including at least the product ofExhibit Mas well any hookahs used therewith, that read

on the '456 patentclaims, all without the consent of Mya Saray.

77. Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing

activities of Defendants and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities

are enjoined by this Court.

78. Mya Saray provided notice to Defendants of its infringements, and all

actions of this Count are conducted with knowledge of the wrongfiilness thereof and

Defendants intended to perpetrate the infringements described herein.

79. To Mya Saray's knowledge, this Count is not presently applicable to

Allabadie.

Count X. Copyright Infringement

AMY Cooling Hose Packaging

80. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as thoughfiilly set forth herein.

81. Without the authorization of Mya Saray, Dabes is, and is contributing to

and aiding others in, reproducing the works of the '511 Copyright in copies; preparing

derivative works of the '511 Copyright; distributing copies of the '511 Copyright to the

public by sale or other transfer of ownership; performing and displaying the '511
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Copyright publicly; and digitally transmitting the '511 Copyright for purposes ofpublic

performance (collectively, "Package Copyright Infringement").

82. Dabes' Package Copyright Infringement has damaged Mya Saray and has

been and continues to be willful and deliberate and with full knowledge of Mya Saray's

rights.

83. Defendants will continue their acts of Package Copyright Infringement

unless enjoined by this Court.

84. As a result of the Package Copyright Infringement, Softech has suffered

and continues to sufferdamages in an amount to be proven at trial.

85. To Mya Saray's knowledge, this Count is not presently applicable to

Allabadie.

Count XI. Breach of Contract

86. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

87. The Agreement between Allabadie and Mya Saray whereby Allabadie

would cease further sales activities related to AMY Tobacco Products was duly executed

by bothMya Saray andAll Fimand is enforceable.

88. MyaSaray performed in accordance withthe Agreement.

89. Allabadie has breached the Agreementand caused actual damages to Mya

Saray that are recoverable underVirginia law.

90. To Mya Saray's knowledge, this Count is not presently applicable to

Dabes.
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Count XII. Actual and Constructive Fraud

91. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of

this Complaintas though fully set forth herein.

92. Allabadie did, with knowledge of the falsity thereof or reckless disregard

therefor, represent to Mya Saray that he would cease all sales activities related to the

AMY Tobacco Products.

93. Allabadie did intend to induce reliance in Mya Saray in believing that it

had ceased all sales activities related to the AMY Tobacco Products.

94. Mya Saray did reasonably rely on Allabadie representations and was

damaged thereby.

95. In performing the acts within this count, Allabadie acted with malice and

disregard for the rights of Mya Saray.

96. To Mya Saray's knowledge, this Count is not presently applicable to

Dabes.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffprays for judgment:

A. That Mya Saray is the owner of U.S. Patents of this action and has the

right to sue and collectdamages for any and all infringements thereof;

B That the U.S. Patents of this action remains good and valid in law and

have been infringed by Defendants;

C. That Defendants, and their officers, agents, servants, and employees and

those persons in active concert and participation with or controlled by any of them, be
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preliminarily and permanently enjoined and restrained from infringing, inducing

infringement of, and contributing to the infringement of the U.S. Patents of this action;

D. That Mya Saray is the sole and exclusive owner of the Trademarks

referenced in this Complaint, including Mya Saray's Common Law Trademarks,

including the creative works associated therewith, including the '511 Copyright; and that

Mya Saray has the right to sue for its damages for any and all infringements thereof and

trespasses thereupon;

E. That Defendants have unfairly competed with Mya Saray in violation of

these United States, including 15 U.S.C. §§1125 and 1114.

F. That this Court order Defendants, their agents, associates, employees,

attorneys, and any other person in active concert or participation with them, be forthwith

preliminarily and permanently enjoined from: using, alone or in combination, any of Mya

Saray's trademarks as registered or at the common law;

G. That Mya Saray be awarded all damages related to the unlawful actions of

Defendants as characterized by this Complaint, and/or statutory damages for

counterfeiting and other actions as recoverable under the U.S. Lanham Act.

H. That Defendants be required to account for and to disgorge its profits and

that Mya Saray be awarded its damages and that those damages be trebled, together with

interest and costs;

I. That Mya Saray be awarded its reasonable attorney's fees and costs in this

action;

J. That all infringing articles and all means of making the same be delivered

up and destroyed, at the costs of the Defendants;
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K. That this Court order the cancellation of any trademark rights recognized

by the U.S. Patent and trademark office for any name, symbol, or device utilized by

Defendants confusingly similar to any protectable trademark of Mya Saray, including

Dabes' U.S. Trademark Application Serial Nos. 86/025,182 and 86/025,122.

L. That MyaSaraybe awarded suchfurther reliefas thisCourt may deem

just and proper.

JURY DEMAND

Mya Saray demands a trial by jury pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. Pro. 38 as to all issues

triable of right to a jury.

DATED: June 7,2016

By

M. Keith Blankenship, Es

Attorney for Plaintiff

VSB# 70027

Da Vinci's Notebook, LLC

10302 Bristow Center Dr

No. 52

Bristow, VA 20136

703-581-9562

keith@dnotebook.com
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Int CL: 34

Prior U.S. Cls.: 2,8,9 and 17 i> xr ^
Reg. No. 3,031,439

United States Patent and Trademark Office Registered Dec. 20,2005

TRADEMARK

PRINCIPAL REGISTER

MYA

MYA SARAY, LLC (VIRGINIA LIMITED LIABI
LITY CORPORATION)

SUITE 1414 EAST

3709 SOUTH GEORGE MASON DRIVE

FALLS CHURCH, VA 22041

FOR: WATER PIPES FOR SMOKING, IN CLASS 34

(U.S. CLS. 2, 8, 9 AND 17).

FIRST USE 3-1-2C02; IN COMMERCE 3-1-2002.

THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHAR

ACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO ANY PARTICULAR

FONT, STYLE, SIZE, OR COLOR.

SER. NO. 78-349,755, HLED 1-9-2004.

ANN E. SAPPENFIELD, EXAMINING ATTORNEY
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Int Q.: 34

Prior U.S. Cls.: 2, 8,9 and 17 _
Reg. No. 3,031,440

United States Patent and Trademark Office Registered Dec. 20,2005

TRADEMARK

PRINCIPAL REGISTER

n\Yq

MYA SARAY, LLC (VIRGINIA LIMITED LIABI
LITY CORPORATION)

SUITE 1414 EAST

3709 SOUTH GEORGE MASON DRIVE

FALLS CHURCH, VA 22041

FOR: WATER PIPES FOR SMOKING, IN CLASS 34

(U.S. CLS. 2,8,9 AND 17).

FIRST USE 3-1-2002;IN COMMERCE 3-1-2002.

THE MARK CONSISTS OF THE NAME MYA IN

STYLIZED FORM.

SER. NO. 78-349,903,FILED 1-9-2004.

ANN E. SAPPENFIELD, EXAMINING ATTORNEY
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states of
tBntteb S>tatesi potent anb tCralicmark ©fftte ^*4

Reg. No. 4,693,443

Int. Cl.; 34

TRADEMARK

PRINCIPAL REGISTER

MYA SARAY, LLC (VIRGINIA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY)
UNIT 114

Roistered Feb. 24,2015 4367i trade center place
STERI.ING.VA 20166

FOR- TOBACCO PRODUCTS. NAMELY. HOOKAHS AND HOOKAH ACCESSORIES,
NAMELY. HOOKAH STEMS. HOOKAH BASES. HCX>KAH TONGS. HOOKAH PLATES,
HOOKAH BOWLS. HOOKAH HOSES. HOOKAH CASES. AND HOOKAH GROMMETS;
TOBACCO SUBSTITUTE; HERBS FOR SMOKING. IN CLASS 34(U.S. CLS. 2,8.9AND 17).

FIRST USE 11-20-2014; IN COMMERCE 11-20-2014.

THE MARK CONSISTS OF AN INDEPENDENT ARRANGEMENT OF THE LETTER "M"
AND "Y" AND "A" ENCAPSULATED BY A SQUARE. CIRCLE. AND SQUARE. RESPECT
IVELY.

SN 86-2.^0.745, FILED 3-24-2014.

JUSTINE D. PARKER, EXAMINING ATTORNEY

Deputy Director of the United Slates

Patent and TradenmrkOfllw

Case 1:16-cv-00629-LMB-IDD   Document 1-3   Filed 06/07/16   Page 2 of 3 PageID# 25



REQUIREMENTS TO MAINTAIN YOUR FEDERAL
TRADEMARK REGISTRATION

WARNING: YOUR REGISTRATION WILL BE CANCELLED IF YOU DONOTFILETHE
DOCUMENTS BELOW DURING THE SPECIFIED TIME PERIODS.

Requirements in the First TenYears*

What and When to File;

First Filing Deadline: You must file aDeclaration ofUse (or Excusable Nonuse) between tlie
5ih and 6th years after tlie rcgistraiion date. See 15 U.S.C. §§1058,114Ik. Ifthe declaration is
acccptcd, the registration will continue inforce for the remainderoftlte ten-year period, calculated
from tlie rcgistraiion date, unless canccllcd by anorderofthe Commissioner for Trademarks ora
federal court.

SecondFiling Deadline: You must file a Declaration ofUse (orE.\cusable Nonuse) andan
Application for Renewal between the 9th and 10th years after the registration date.*
See 15 U.S.C. §1059.

Requirements in Succcssi>'e Ten-Year Periods*
What and When to File:

You must file aDeclarationofUse (orExcusable Nonuse) andanApplication forRenewal between
c\'eiy 9thand lOtli-year period, calculated from the registration dale.*

Grace Period Filings*

The above documents will beacccptcd astimely iffiled within sixmonths aflcr the deadlines listed above
willi the p»'menl of an additional fee.

•ATTENTION MADRID PROTOCOL REGISTRANTS: TlieIwlderofaninternational registration with

anextension ofprotection tothe United States under tlie Madrid Protocol must timely file the Declarations
ofUse (orExcusable Nonuse) referenced above diroctly with the United Stales Patent and Trademaik Oflice
(USPTO). Tlie lime periods for filing are based on the U.S. rcgistraiion date (not the inlemaiional rcgistraiion
dale). Tlie deadlines and grace periods for the Declarations ofUse (or Excusable Nonuse) are identical to
those for nationally issued registrations. See 15 U.S.C. §§1058,114Ik. However, owners ofinternational
registrations do not file renewal applications atthe USPTO. Instead, the holder must file a rcnc\val of tlie
underlying inlemaiional rcgisirairanatthe International Bureauofthe Woiid Intellectual Property Oiganizatioa
under Article 7 of theMadrid Protocol, before tlie e.>q)iration of eachten-year term of protection, calculated
from the dale of the international registration. See 15 U.S.C. §1141j. For more information and renewal
forms for theinternational rcgistraiion, seelittp://ww>v.wipo.int/madrid/cn/.

NOTE: Fees and requirements formaintaining re^strations aresubject tochange. Please check the
USPTOwebsite for further information. With the exception of renewal applicationsfor registered
extensions ofprotection, you can file theregistration maintenance documents referenced above online
at hllp://www.usplo.gov.

NOTE: Acourtesy e-mail reminderofUSPTO maintenance filing deadlines will besent totrademark
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(57) ABSTRACT

An improved smoking apparatus includes abottle contaimng
a fluid. The bottle has an upstanding neck withperipheral
collar formedaroundthe externalperipherythereof.A stem
has a base and a neck. The base defines an interior plenum,
and apassage extends through the neck and terminates atthe
interior passage. A burner cup is mounted to the stem in
communication withthepassage. Theinterior plenum hasa
sizeand shapetopermit thestemtobecoupled tothebottleby
placing the base over the neck, withabottom edge ofthe base
resting onthe collar of the bottle. Asealing element isdis
posed between the exterior surface ofthe neck ofthe bottle
anH the inner surface of the interior plenum to provide a
substantiallyair-tightcoupling.

14 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1 2

SMOKING APPARATUS DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE FREFEE^RED
EMBODIMENTS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A smokingapparatus in the form of a hookah pipe indi-

1 Field of theInvention ^ reference no.10 is shown in FIG. 1. Thepipe10
The invention relates to smoking apparatuses, such as a includes a tottle 12 OTntau^g a liquid a ^0

pipe, and more particularly to smoking pipes with blown- inoualritottotopoftliebortel^Thebottlel2
clLs bases geaerdllycylmdncal neck 16 andaradially extendmgpenph-

i-.u n 1 . j A-» eral shoulder14 surrounding the neck beneath the upper end^DescnptionoftheRelatedArt thereof. The bottle 12 may be formed from any suitablemate-
Pipes are often used to smoke subst^ces such as tobacco.

Moismre from a fluid may be mixed with pipe smoke to The stem 30 includes an upperneck 32 and astem base 40.
ameliorate harshness and to impart apleasant flavor or aroma ^ smoking material, such as
to the smoke. So-called hookah pipes are one way in which tobacco, is mounted proximate a top end of the neck 32.
smoke may bemixed with moisture. jj Preferably aplate 36 ispositioned beneath the bumer cup 38

A hookah pipe has a bottle which filled with fluid. The for catching ashes and other materials spilled from the bumer
bottle ofthehookah may bemade ofglass, such ascrystal. A cup 38.
stemis mounted to the bottle. The stemincludes a passage xhe stembase40 forms an interior plenum 42.Thelower
conveying smoke from a bumer cup on top of the stem portion43 ofthe base40 hasa shape,preferablycircular, that
throu^ a down tube projecting from the stem and into the 20 conforms tothe shape ofthe neck 16ofthe bottle 12and has
fluidin the bottle.The stemis preferably madeof metal.The a diametersufficiently largerthan that of the neck 16 so that
smokedrawnthroughthestem isexpelled fromthedown tube thestem 30canbeoperatively mounted onto thebottle 12by
beneath the surface of the fluid and allowed to bubble up merely placing thestem base40overtheneck 16sothatthe
through the fluid tothe surface, absorbing moisture asitrises lower end 43 ofthe stem base 40 isseated onthe collar14of
tothe fluid surface. The stem base defines aninterior plenum 25 the bottle 12. Preferably, asealingelement, such aso-ring 44
into which smoke bubbling from the fluid surface coUects. orother suitable gasket material, isplaced over the neck 16
One ormore smoking hoses are connected to the stem, in betweentheneckl6andtheiiiiiers^eoftestembase40
communication with the interior plenum. Auser smokes the <» ag^erally airtight seal between die stem base 40
hookah by drawing smoke through the hose. and the neck 16.

Thebottleofahubble-bubble^iienmadeofblownglass. l^^^
_ , , . . , 1 r.t. V neck 32. A down tube 46 ISsecured mto the neck 32, prefer-•ne stem ofdie hookah is mounted to aneck ofthe base, so ^ ^ ^ passage 34.
theneck must be drawn out to a length anddiamcKr com- 42
mensurate with the dimensions ofthe metal stem and plenum ^ jj ,o,j,er.„osl and is beneath the
during the glass blowingprocess. Itmay bedifiicult to control 35 surface ofthe liquid 18.
accurately thedimensions oftheneckwhile theglass isbeing ^ 59 extends into the stem base 40 and is
blown. Some ofthis variation ofdimensions isattractive, and preferably threaded thereto. Asmoking hose 54has a hose
lends aunique, hand-crafted appearance tothebase. Signifi- nipple 52 secured at an end thereof, andthe nipple 52 is
cantvariations ofdimensions canmake coupling the stemto secured to the hosefitting 50 byforcing its tapered end into
theneckwithanairtightconnectiondifficult. Typically abase 40 the tapered opening of thehosefitting as shown in FIG. 1.
of the stemis insertedor threadedinto the neckof the bottle. The pipe10 is smokedby a userdrawingsmokethrougha
The stemmust fit insidethe necksubstantiallytightly inorder mouthpiece (not shown) at an opposite end of the hose 54,

toprevent smoke from leaking. Thelongertheneck,themore thereby drawing air through the bumercup38, through the
likely theiimer profile oftheneck will vary from tmeround- passage 34anddown tube46,through theliquid 18,up into
ness, and the less likely the stem will fit tightly. 45 the interior plenum 42, and through the hose fitting 50and

hose 54.Although not shown, the pipe 10 may include more

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION than one hose fitting and attachedhoses to permit multiple
users.

The current invention isembodied ina smoking apparatus Because the stem 30 iscoupled tothe bottle 12by merely
which includes a bottle containing a fluid, astem coupled to 50 placing thestem base 40over the neck 16with o-ring 44in
the bottle, and one ormore smnlfing tubes cormected tothe place toprovide a suitable seal, manufacturing tolerances of
stem which permit users to draw smoke from a bumer cup the neck 16need not besostringent. Inaddition, should the
mounted tothestem, through thestem and thefluid contained bottle 12bebroken, thestem 30can easily beplaced onto a
within thebottle, andout ofthetube. second bottle havinganeck ofgenerally similarproportions.

The bottle has anupwardly-extending neck and a radially 55 Apressure release 56extends into thestem base 40andis
extending collar extending around the external periphery of preferably secured thereto by threading. The pressure release
the neck. The stem has abase and aneck extending upwardly comprises a generally enclosed tab with an interior plenum
from the base. The base defines aninterior plenum having a including atapered portion and arounded end portion. Aball
sizeand shape that permits the base tobeplacedover the neck 58isdisposed within the interior ofthepressure release 56
of the bottle with a bottom edge of the base resting onthe 60 and a reliefopening 60 isformed inthe pressure release 56
collar. '"to the interiorportionthereof.Duringuse of the pipe while

a user is drawing smoke through the tube 54, the relative

BRIEF DESCEilPTION OF THE OF THE vacuum formed in the interior plemun 42 draws the ball 58
DRAWINGS into the taperedportionofthe interiorplenumof the pressure

65 release 56, thereby blocking any air passage through the
FIG. 1 isa smoking pipeaccording tothepresent invention pressure release 56.Toequalize the pressure within the inte-

shownin cross section. riorplenum42ofthestem30, theuserneedonlyblowslightly
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into the tube 54. The increased pressure created within the
interiorplenum42 will causethe ball 58 to dislodgefrom the

tapered portion thereby permitting airflow into the pressure

release56,around theball58,and out of the reliefopening 60.
While various embodiments of the present inventionhave

been describedabove, they shouldbe understood tohave been

presentedbyway of examples only,andnot limitation. Thus,
the breadthand scope of the present inventionshouldnot be
limited by the above described embodiments.

Modifications and variations of the present invention are
possiblein light of the aboveteachings. It is thereforeto be
imderstood that the invention may be practiced otherwise
than as specificallydescribed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A hookah system comprising:

a hookahbottle havingan upper neck with a substantially
fiush exterior, peripheral side surface and a hookah
bottle opening;

a flexible seal disposed about said substantially flush exte
rior, peripheral side surface; and

ahookah stemwith a stembase definingan interiorplenum
comprising;

an interiorsidewall havinga substantially flushsidewall
surface dimensioned to sealinglyaccept said flexible
seal by compressing said flexible seal uponsaidsub
stantiallyflushexterior, peripheral sidesurfaceofsaid
neck upon placement of said stem onto said bottle
neck;

an elevated wet smoke cavern above said hookah bottle

opening and defined by said interior sidewall posi
tioned above said compressed flexible seal for the
direct accumulation of wet smoke fix)m said bottle;

and

a wet smoke aperturedefinedby said interior plenum
sidewall that directly accesses said wet smokecavern
and is adapted to accept a hose fitting.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein said flexible seal is
removablydisposedabout the peripheryof said neck.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein said wet smoke cavern
includes a perimeter diminishing upwardly with respect to
said bottle.

4. The system ofclaim 3 wherein said stem furthercom-

10

15

20

25

30

35

7. The systemof claim 1 furthercomprisinga downtube,
cormectedto said interior sidewall, passing through said wet
smoke cavern and descending into said bottle.

8. Thesystemof claim7 whereinsaiddowntube is releas-
ably cormectedto said interior sidewall.

9. A hookah system comprising:
a hookah bottle having an upper neck with a substantially

flush exterior, peripheral side surface, an interior side
surface, and a hookah bottle opening;

a flexibleseal disposed about said substantially flushexte
rior, peripheral side surface; and

ahook^stem withastem basedefining aninteriorplenum
comprising:
an interiorplenumsidewallhavinga substantially flush

sidewall surface dimensioned to sealingly accept said
flexible seal by compressing said flexible seal upon
said substantially flush exterior, peripheral side sur
face of said neck upon placement of said stem onto
said bottle neck;

an elevated wet smoke cavern above said hookah bottle

openinganddefinedby said interiorplenumsidewall
positionedabovesaidcompressedflexiblesealforthe
direct accumulation of wet smoke from said bottle;

and

a wet smoke aperture definedby said interior plenum
sidewall that directly accesses said wet smoke cavern
and is adaptedto accept a hose fitting; and

a down tube, cormected to said interior plenum sidewall,
with a down tube exterior and passing through said wet
smoke cavern and descending into said bottle,

wherein space between said down tube and said interior
plenumsidewalland spacebetweensaiddowntubeand
said inside neck surface define a substantially annular
wet smokeascensionvoid, extendingcontinuouslyfix>m
said bottle into said wet smoke cavern, positioned to
allow the uniform, direct ascension ofwet smoke firom

said bottle to said wet smoke cavern.

10. The system of claim 9 wherein said flexible seal is
removably disposedabout the peripheryof said neck.

11. The system of claim 9 wherein said wet smoke cavern
40 includesa perimeterdiminishingupwardly with respect to

said bottle.

12. The system of claim 11 wherein said stem further
comprises multiple wet smoke outlets, and multiple hose
fittings in fluidcommunication withsaidmultiplewet smokepri^s multiple wet smoke outlets, and multiple hose fittings that each wet smoke outlet allows the passage of

in fluidcommunicationwith said multiplewet smokeoutlet
such that each wet smoke outlet allows the passage of wet
smoke to a single hose fitting.

5.Thesystemofclaim4whereinsaidmultiplehosefittings
are removablehose fittingswith a threaded portion.

6.Thesystemof claim1whereinsaidbottlefiirtherdefines
a peripheral shoulder dimensioned to support said hookah
stem.

50

wet smoke to a single hose fitting.
13. The system of claim 12 wherein said multiple hose

fittings are removable hose fittings with a threadedportion.
14. The system of claim 9 wherein said bottle further

defines a peripheral shoulder dimensioned to support said
hookah stem.
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(57) ABSTRACT

A modular smoking apparatus includes a pleniun having a

substantially vertical dry smoke aperture and a wet smoke

apeituredisposed substantially parallel to the dry smoke aper

ture.An upper end of a down tube may be inserted into a lower

end ofthe dry smoke aperture and a lower end ofan interme

diate tube may be inserted into an upper end of the diy smoke

aperture. An upper end of the intermediate tube may be

inserted into a &e lower end of a burner. A lower end ofthe

plenum may be inserted into an upper end of the base. The

base may contain a fluid submerging a lower end ofdie down

tube. The intermediate tube, the dry smoke aperture, and the
down tube may form a conduit for dry smoke from the burner
to the base, and the wet smoke aperture may form a conduit

for wet smoke from the base to a hose.

8 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1 2

MODULAR SMOKING APPARATUS lower end, an upper end of the intermediate tube disposed
insertablyin the lower end of the burner, a base having an

BACKGROUND OFTHEINVENTION upper end,a lowerendof theplenum disposed threadably in

the upperend of thebase,the basecontaininga fluid, a lower
1.Field oftheInvention 5 gjjj down tubesubmei^ed substantially inthefluid, the
The invention relates to smoking, such as by smoking a intermediate tube, the dry smoke aperture, and the down tube

pipe, and more particularly to smoking pipes that may be fonning aconduit for dry smoke fiom the burner to the base,
dismantled forrepair, replacement, andmamtenance. ^ 3

ZDsscnplionorthcReta..dAn from the base toa hose.
Pipes are often used to smoke substances such as tobacco, lo ^ .

Moisture from a fluid may be mixed with pipe smoke to ^second aspect, amethod for using amodular smoking
ameliorate harshness and to impartapleasant flavor or aroma apparatus includes providingaplenum having asubstantially
tothe smoke. So-called Hubble-Bubble orhookah pipes are vertical dry smoke aperture and a wet smoke aperture dis-
one way inwhich smoke may bemixed with moisture. posed substantially parallel tothe dry smoke aperture, insert-

A hookahhasa bowlorbasewhich is filledwith fluid. The 15 ing an upper end of a downtube intoa lowerend of the dry
base hasan opening at thetopfitted fora plenum, which is smoke aperture, inserting a lowerendofanintermediate tube
partofa stem.Thestemmaybea tubeconveying smokefrom into an upper end of the dry smoke aperture, insertingan
a burner on top to a passage through the plenum, and then upper end of the intermediate tube into a lower end of a
througha tube at the bottom of the plenum in to the fluid burner, filling a basewith a fluid,submerging substantially a
filling thebase.ITie smoke is letoutunderneath thesurfaceof 20 lower endof thedown tubein thefluid, screwing a lowerend
the fluid and allowed tobubble up through the fluid to the of plenum into anupper end ofthe base, attaching ahose
surface, absorbing moisture as it does. A second passage to anupper end ofthe wet smoke aperture, conducting sub-
through the plenum the plenum conveys the now-moistened stantially dry smokefrom the burnerthrough the intermediate
smokeout ofthe base to ahose.Asmoker smokes the hookah ^ aperture, and the down tube to the fluid,
by^wing smoke toughAe hose. and conducting substantially wet smoke from the base

Thebaseofahookahmaybemadeofglass,suchasc^tal. through the wet smoke aperture to the hose.
The plenum and stemp stem may be made of metal. There ° ^ .
may beaninterferencefit between theplenumandthe base to In a aspect, amethod for using amodular smoking
retain the plenum inthe base. Asmoker who wishes to move apparatus may include providing aplenum havmg asubstan-
the hookah may grasp the stem and pick up the hookah. An 30 tially vertical dry smoke aperture and a wet smoke aperture
interference fit between the metal andglass may be inad- disposed substantially parallel to the dry smoke aperture,
equate to support theweight of thebase, particularly if the inserting anupper end ofa down tube into a lower end ofthe
baseisrelatively fulloffluid. Thebasemayconsequently fall drysmoke aperture, inserting a lowerendofa lowercapinto
off while the hookah is being carried, possibly sustaining an upperend ofthe drysmokeaperture,insertinga lowerend
damage. 35 ofan intermediate tube into an upper end of the lower cap,

Stems areoftenformed of onepiece. Sincea stemmaybe inserting an upperendof the intermediate tube intoa lower
relatively long, aone-piecestem may bedifiicult toclean.The endofanupper cap, inserting anupper endoftheupper cap
down tube, which runs downward from the plenum to the into a lower end of a burner, fllhng a base with a fluid,
fluid, may become fouled relatively quickly, since the down submerging substantially a lower end ofthedown tube inthe
tube is in ahot, corrosive, acidic environment formed by the 40 fluid, screwing alowerendoftheplenum into anupper endof
smoke mixing with the fluid inthe base. The down tube may the base, attaching ahose to an upper end ofthe wet smoke
be so fouled as to be coiroded or occtacW Astem with a apenure, conducting substantially diy smoke ftom theburner
wnoded or occluded do«m tube may be difficult to sinoke. toughtheintennedialenibe,thediy8mofceapemiie,andthe
WeMuestemmayhavetobetl^away whenthedown ^ ^ conducting substantially wet
tube has become corroded or occluded. 45 , ..... u .u . i . .u

Stems fotmedofmore than onepiecemaybeflttedtogether

with inference fits as well. The interference fits may be

securedbywrapping the male component with cloth ormask- Inafourth aspect, a system for modular smoking includes
ingtape before insertion inthefemale part. Cloth ormasking a plenum having a substantially vertical drysmoke aperture
tapemaydegrade relatively quickly, however, in thesmoky 50 anda wet smoke aperture disposed substantially parallel to
environment. thedrysmokeaperture, meansfor insertingan upperendof a

down tube into a lower end ofthe dry smoke aperture, means
SUMMARY OFTHE INVENTION forinsertinga lowerendofanintermediate tube intoanupper

end of the dry smoke aperture, means for inserting an upper
A primary object of theinvention is to overcome thedefi- 55 end of the intermediate tube intoa lower end of a burner,

ciencies ofthe related art described above by providing a guj^g g^ase with a fluid, means for submerging
modular smokingapparatus and amethod for using the sarne. substantially alower end ofthe down tube in the fluid, means
The present invention aclneves these objects and others by ^
providing a modular smoking apparatus and amethod for the base, means forattachingahose to anupperend ofthewet
using e same. ^ , j smoke aperture, means for conducting substantially dry

p.e'rSvK™r"rX?roUt^ stnokeflomthebumerttaugh^in^nn^^^^^
Ld awet smoke apertute disposed subs^tially parilld to smokeaperture, andtodown tube to to for
to dty smoke apertuie, a down lube having an upper end •"••''"ning substantially wet smoke fhjm to base duough
disposed insertably in alower end ofthe dry smoke aperture, 65 smoke aperture to the hose.
an intermediate tube having a lower enddisposed insertably Theabove andother features andadvantages ofthepresent
in an upperendof the drysmokeaperture, a burnerhaving a invention, as well as the structureand operationof various
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embodimentsofthe present invention,are described in detail
below with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL

VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated
herein and form part of the specification, illustrate various
embodiments ofAe present invention and, together with the

description, further serve to explain the principles of the
invention and to enable a person skilled in the pertinent art to

make and use the invention. In the drawings, like reference

numbers indicate identical or functionally similar elements.

A more complete appreciationof the inventionand many of
the attendant advantages thereof will be readily obtained as
the same becomes better understood by reference to the fol

lowing detailed description when considered in connection
with the accompanyingdrawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a plan view ofa modular smoking apparatus

according to a first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 shows an exploded, cut-away view ofthe embodi
ment shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a plan view ofa modular smoking apparatus

according to a second embodiment ofthe invention;

FIG. 4 shows an exploded, cut-away view of the embodi

ment shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 shows a sleeve for use with an embodiment of the

invention;

FIG. 6 shows a base for use with an embodiment of the

invention;

FIG. 7 showsa base and a plenum for use with an embodi
ment of the invention being assembled;

FIG. 8 shows a plan view ofa modular smoking apparatus

according to a fifth embodiment of the invention; and
FIG. 9 shows an exploded, cut-away view of the embodi

ment shown in FIG. 8;

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED

EMBODIMENTS

Sincc a base may fall off a stem while a hookah is being
carried by the stem, it would be desirable if the base could

fastenedsecurely to the stem. Since a one-piecestem may be
difficult to clean, it would be desirable for the stem to be

formed of several individual components. Since the down
tube of a stem may become corroded or occluded by the

atmosphere in the base, it would be desirable for the down
tube to be replaceable.

FIGS. 1 and 2 show a modular smoking apparatus 100

according to a first embodiment of the invention. Modular
smoking apparatus 100 may include a plenum 102. Plenum

102 may have a substantially vertical dry smoke aperture 104
and a wet smoke aperture 106 disposed substantially parallel
to dry smoke aperture 104.

An upper end 168 ofa down tube 108 may be inserted in a
lower end 166 of dry smoke aperture 104. In one embodi
ment, a lower internal dry smoke aperture thread 128 may be
disposed substantially helically within lower end 166 ofdry
smoke aperture 104 about an axis 182 of dry smoke aperture

104, while an external down tube thread 130 is disposed
substantially helically around upper end 168 of down tube
108 about axis 182. In this embodiment, external down tube

thread 130 may be disposed threadably in lower internal dry

smoke aperture thread 128.

A lower end 174 of an intermediate tube 110 may be
inserted in an upperend 164 ofdry smoke aperture 104. In one

embodiment, an upper internal dry smoke aperture thread 124

may be disposed substantially helically within upper end 164
of dry smoke aperture 104 about an axis 182 of dry smoke
aperture 104,while a lower external intermediate tube thread
126 is disposed substantially helically around lower end 174

5 ofintermediate tube 110 about axis 182. In this embodiment,

lower external intermediate tube thread 126 may be disposed
threadably in upper internal dry smoke aperture thread 124.

Modular smoking apparatus 100 may also include a bumer
112 having a lower end 176 into which an upper end 172 of

10 intermediate tube 110 may be inserted. In one embodiment,

anupper external interm^iate tube thread 136 may be dis
posed substantially helically around an upper end 172 of
intermediate tube 110 about an axis 184 ofintermediate tube

110, while an internal bumer thread 138 is disposed substan-
15 tiallyhelically within lower end 176 of bumer 112 aboutaxis

184. In this embodiment, upper external intermediate tube
thread 136 may be disposed threadably in internal bumer

thread 138.

In one embodiment, axes 182 and 184 are co-axial. In
20 anotherembodiment, axes 182 and 184 are skewed relativeto

each other. This may be the case ifmodular smoking appara

tus 100 is curved. Furthermore, intermediate tube 110 itself

may becurved, and axis 184 may be an axis local to lowerend
176 or upper end 172. In one embodiment, bumer 112, inter-

mediate tube 110, and plenum 102 comprise a stem.

Modular smoking apparatus 100 may also include a base
114 such as that shown in FIG. 6. Base 114 may have an upper

end 180 into which a lower end 178 ofplenum 102 may be

inserted, as shown in FIG. 7. In one embodiment, lower end

178 is tlu^ded into upper end 180. In this embodiment,an
extemal plenum thread 132 may be disposed substantially
helically around lower end ofplenum 102 about an axis 182
of dry smoke aperture 104, while an upper internal base
thread 134 is disposed substantially helically within upper
end 180 of base 114 about axis 182. In this embodiment,

extemal plenum thread 132 may be disposed threadably in
upper internal base thread 134.

In one embodiment, upper internal base thread 134 may be
^ disposed substantially helically within a sleeve 500 such as

that shown in FIG. 5. Sleeve 500 may be comprisedofa metal

similar to or compatible with that ofextemd plenum thread
132. Sleeve500 may beadhered to upper end 180 ofbase114

with an adhesive.

45 Inanother embodiment, sleeve500maybea drawn orspun
metal cylinder conforming substantially to upper internal
base th^d 134. In this embodiment, sleeve 500 may be
threaded into upper internal base thread 134.

In several embodiments, base 114 may be made of a mate-

50 rial selected from the group consisting ofacrylic, glass, For
mica, quartz, plastic, and crystal. Base 114 may contain a
fluid 116, such as an ethyl-alcohol-based fluid, such as those
that may be derived by fermentation or distillation of fmit,
grain,or vegetables,or a flavoredwater such as rose water.In

55 one embodiment, base 114 holds enough fluid 116 to sub
merge substantially a lower end 168 ofdown tube 108 when
plenum 102 is inserted into base 114.

In one embodiment, intermediate tube 110, dry smoke

aperture 104, and down tube 108 form a conduit 118 through
60 which dry smoke196 maytravelfrombumer 112 to base 114.

If lower end 168 ofdown tube 108 is submerged in fluid 116,

dry smoke 196 may absorb moisture from fluid 116 after
leaving lower end 168 and become substantially wet smoke
198 as it bubbles to a surface offluid 116. Inone embodiment,

65 wet smoke aperture106 forms a conduit 120 through which
wet smoke 198 may travel fi-om base 114 to a hose 150, after
picking up moisture firom fluid 116.
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In oneembodiment, a pressurereliefaperture152 maybe
disposedin plenum102 substantially parallel to dry smoke
aperture 104 and wet smoke aperture 106. In this embodi
ment, pressure relief aperture 152 may forma secondconduit
122 for wet smoke 198 from base 114 to a pressurerelief
valve 154.

In one embodiment, modularsmokingapparatus100may
include a fitting 156 for a hose 150 disposedsubstantially
communicably at an end of wet smokeaperture106. In this
embodiment, fitting156mayattachhose 150to plenum102.

In FIGS.3 and 4 is showna modularsmokingapparatus
200 according to a second embodiment of the invention.

Modularsmokingapparatus 200 may includean upper cap
258 placed on an upper end 272 ofan intermediate tube 210,
betweenupper end 272and a burner 212. Inone embodiment,
upper cap 258 may have an internal upper cap thread 240

disposed substantially helically within a lower end 288 of
upper cap 258 about an axis 284 of intermediate tube 210,

while an upper external intermediate tube thread 236 is dis-

10

15

114withfluid116,submerging substantially lowerend170of
down tube108in fluid 116,screwing lower end178of ple
num 102 into upper end 180 of base 114, attaching hose 150
to upper end 194 of wet smoke aperture 106, conducting
substantially dry smoke196 from burner112 throughinter
mediatetube110, drysmokeaperture104, and downtube108
to fluid 116, and conducting substantially wet smoke 198
from base 114 throughwet smokeaperture106 to hose 150.

In one embodiment,upperend 168 of down tube 108 may
be insertedinto lowerend 166of dry smokeaperture104 by
screwing. In one embodiment, lower end 174 ofintermediate
tube 110 may be inserted into upper end 164 of dry smoke
aperture 104 by screwing. In one embodiment, upper end 172
ofintermediatetube 110may be insertedinto lowerend 176
of a burner112 by screwing.

In a fourth embodiment, a method for using a modular
smokingapparatusmay include the steps of providingple
num202havingsubstantiallyverticaldry smokeaperture204
andwetsmokeaperture206disposedsubstantially parallelto

posed substantially helically around an upper end 272 of 20 drysmokeaperture 204, inserting upperend268 ofdown tube
intermediate tube 210 about axis284. In thisembodiment, 208 into lower end266 ofdrysmoke aperture 204, inserting
upperexternal intermediate tubethread236maybedisposed lower end 292of lower cap 260 intoupperend 264of dry
threadably in internal uppercapthread240. smoke aperture 204,inserting lowerend274of intermediate

Inoneembodiment, an intemal burner thread238maybe tube210intoupperend290of lowercap260,inserting upper
disposed substantially helically within a lower end 276 of 25 end272 ofintermediate tube 210 into lowerend288 ofupper
burner212aboutaxis284whilean external uppercap thread
242 is disposed substantially helically around an upper end
286 of upper cap 258 about axis 284. In this embodiment,

externaluppercap thread242maybe disposedthreadably in
intemal burner thread 238. 30

Modular smoking apparatus 200 may also include a lower
cap 260 placed on a lower end 274 ofintermediate tube 210,

between lower end 274 and a plenum 202. In one embodi
ment, lower cap 260 may have an intemal lower cap thread
246 disposedsubstantially heUcally withinan upperend290 35
of lower cap 260 about axis 284 of intermediate tube 210,
while a lower external intermediate tube thread 226 is dis

posed substantially helically around lower end 274 of inter
mediate tube 210 about axis 284. In this embodiment, lower

cap 258, inserting upper end 286 ofupper cap 258 into lower
end 276 ofa burner 212, filling a base 214 with a fluid 216,
submeiging substantially a lower end 270ofdown tube 208 in
fluid 216, screwinga lower end 278 of plenum 202 into an
upper end 280 ofbase 214, attaching a hose 250 to an upper
end 294 of wet smokeaperture 206, conducting substantially
dry smoke 296 from burner 212 through intennediate tube
210, dry smoke aperture 204, and down tube 208 to fluid 216,

and conducting substantially wet smoke 298 from base 214
throughwet smoke aperture206 to hose 250.

In one embodiment, lower end 292 of lower cap 260 may
be inserted into upper end 264 ofdiy smoke aperture 204 by
screwing. In one embodiment, lower end 274 ofintermediate

tube210may be insertedintoupperend290oflowercap260
external intermediate tube thread 226 may be disposed 40 by screwing. In one embodiment, upperend 272 of interme-
threadably in intemal lower cap thread 246.

In one embodiment, lower cap 260 may have an external
lower cap thread 248 disposedsubstantiallyhelicallyaround
a lower end 292 of lower cap 260 about axis 284, while an
upper intemal dry smoke aperture thread 224 is disposed 45
substantially helically within an upper end 264 ofdiy smoke
aperture 204 about axis 284. In tWs embodiment, external

lower cap thread 248 may be cUsposed threadably in upper
intemal dry smoke aperture thread 224.

In one embodiment,burner 212, upper cap 258, interme- so
diate tube 210, lower cap 260, and plenum202 comprisea
stemp.

In a third embodiment, also shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, modu

lar smokingapparatus200mayincludea cover262disposed

diate tube 210 may be inserted into lowerend 288 of upper
cap 258 by screwing. In one embodiment, upper end 286 of

upper cap 258 may be inserted into lower end 276 ofa bumer

212 by screwing.
In FIGS. 8 and 9 is shown a modular smokingapparatus

800 according to a flfrhembodiment of the invention. Modu
lar smoking apparatus 800 may include an upper cap 858
placed on an upper end 872 of an intermediate tube 810,
betweenupper end 872and a bumer 812. Inone embodiment,
a first intemal upper cap thread 840a may be disposed sub
stantially helically within a lower end 888 of upper cap 858
about an axis 884 of intennediate tube 810, while an upper
external intermediate tube thread 836 is disposed substan
tially helically around upper end 872 ofintermediate tube 810

substantially co-axially with axis 284 of intermediate tube 55 aboutaxis884. In thisembodiment, upperexternal interme-
210 around intermediate tube 210. In this embodiment,

bumer 212, intennediate tube 210, cover 262, and plenum
202 comprise a stem.

In a third embodiment, a method for using a modular
smoking apparatus may include the steps of providing pie- 60
num102havingsubstantially verticaldrysmokeaperture104
and wet smokeaperture 106disposed substantiallyparallel to
dry smokeaperturel04, insertingupperend 168of downtube
108 into lowerend 166 ofdry smokeaperture104, inserting
lowerend174ofintermediatetube110intoupperend 164of 65
diy smokeaperture104, insertingupperend 172 of interme
diate tube 110 into lower end 176 ofbumer 112, fillingbase

diate tube thread 836 may be disposed threadably in first
intemal upper cap thread 840a.

In one embodiment, a second intemal upper cap thread
8406 may be disposed substantiallyhelicallywithin an upper
end 886 of upper cap 858 about axis 884, while an extemal
burnerthread 844 is disposed substantiallyhelically aroimda
lower end 876 ofbumer 812 about axis 884. In this embodi

ment, extemal bumer thread 844 may be disposed threadably

in second intemal upper cap thread 8406.
The foregoing has described the principles, embodiments,

and modesofoperationofthe present invention.However,the
invention should not be construed as being limited to the
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particular embodiments described above, as they should be
regarded as being illustrative and not restrictive. It should be

appreciated that variations may be made in those embodi

ments by those sidlled in the art without departing from the
scope of the present invention. 5

While various embodiments of the present invention have
been described above, they should be understood to have been

presented by way ofexamples only, and not limitation. Thus,

the breadth and scope of the present invention should not be
limited by the above described embodiments. lo

Obviously, numerous modifications and variations of the

present inventionare possible in light of the above teachings.
It is therefore to be understood that the invention may be

practiced otherwise than as specifically described herein.
15

What is claimed is:

1. A modular hookah comprising:

a base, dimensioned to contain a substantial amount of

fluid,with an internally threaded upper end for receiving
dry smoke;and 20

a stem, with an intermediatetube,havingan upperend and
a lower end, defining a dry smoke aperture; and

a plenum fiirther defining said dry smoke aperture and
defining a wet smoke aperture oriented to accept wet

smokefrom said base, said plenum havingan upperend
adapted to removably fasten to said lower end of said

intermediate tube and an externally threaded lower end
configuredto mate with said threaded upper end ofsaid
base, and

wherein said stem terminates in a selectively releasable

peripheral down tube, defining said dry smoke aperture

and dimensioned to substantially penetrate said base,

and with an upper end adapted to removably fasten to

said plenum.

25

30

8

2. The modular hookah of claim 1 further comprising an

intermediate tube upper cap in releasable attachment to both
said intermediate tube and a burner.

3. The modular hookah of claim 2 further comprising an

intermediatetube lower cap in releasable attachment to both
said intermediate tube and said plenum.

4. The modular hookah of claim 3 further comprising an

intermediate tube cover dimensioned to house said interme

diate tube.

5. The modular hookah ofclaim 1 wherein said intermedi

ate tube is adapted to threadably fasten to said plenum and
said plenum is adapted to threadably fasten with both said

down tube and said base.

6. The modular hookah of claim 5 ftuther comprising a

burneradapted to removablyfasten to said intermediatetube.
7. The modular hookah of claim 6 wherein said burner is

adapted to threadably fasten to said intermediate tube.
8. A modular hookah comprising:

a base, dimensioned to contain a substantial amoimt of

fluid, with a threaded upperend for receiving dry smoke;

and

a stem, having a threaded lower end configured to mate
with said threadedupper end of saidbase, terminating in
a selectively releasable peripheral down tube dimen
sioned to substantially penetrate said base, said stem
defining a dry smoke aperture oriented to conduct dry
smoke into said base and a wet smoke aperture oriented
to accept wet smoke from said base, and

wherein said stem further defines a pressure release aper-

tm-e selectively obstructed by a pressure release valve,
and

wherein said pressure release valve includes a threaded
connection for releasably aflixing to said stem.

Case 1:16-cv-00629-LMB-IDD   Document 1-8   Filed 06/07/16   Page 11 of 11 PageID# 48



EXHIBIT I

Case 1:16-cv-00629-LMB-IDD   Document 1-9   Filed 06/07/16   Page 1 of 10 PageID# 49



(12) United States Patent
Mehio

(54) MULTIPLE PORT, PRESSURE-RESPONSIVE
ADJUSTABLE HOOKAH

(75) Inventor: NizarYoussefMehio,TeletEl BChayet
(LB)

(73) Assignee: MyaSaray,LLC,Sterling, VA (US)

( * ) Notice: Subject toanydisclaimer, thetermofthis
patent is extended or adjusted tmder 35
U.S.C. 154(b) by 1140 days.

This patent is subject to a terminal dis
claimer.

(21) Appl.No.; 12/489,114

(22) Filed: Jun. 22,2009

(65) Prior Publication Data

US 2009/0301502 A1 Dec. 10, 2009

Related U.S. Application Data

(63) Continuation of application No. 11/201,274, filed on
Aug. 11,2005, now abandoned.

(51) Int.Cl.

A24Fm4 (2006.01)

A24F1/30 (2006.01)

(52) U.S.C1.

USPC 131/173; 131/201; 131/207; 131/331;
131/512

iiiiiiiiiininiiiiiilM
US008573229B2

(10) Patent No.: US 8,573,229 B2
(45) Date of Patent: *Nov» 5,2013

(58) Field of ClassificationSearch
None

Seeapplication fileforcomplete searchhistoiy.

(56) References Cited

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

7,806,123 B2* 10/2010 Mehio 131/173

* cited by examiner

Primary Examiner—RichardCrispino

Assistant Examiner — Phu Nguyen

(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm —DaVinci'sNotebook, LLC

(57) ABSTRACT

Asmoking apparatus includes a stemhaving abaseata lower
endthereofcoupled to a bottlecontaining a fluid anda neck
extending upwardly from thebase. Acentral passage extends
through the stem from aburnercup disposed atop tite neck to
the interior of the cup.Smoking hosesare connected to the
stemto permit users to draw smoke from the burnercup,
through thecentral passage, through thewater, andoutof the
hose.The hoses are connected to the stem by one-way fittings
which permit air to be drawn out of the bottle and intothe
hose, butprevent airfrom beingdrawn through thehoseand
into the bottle.

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1 2

MULTIPLE PORT, PRESSURE-RESPONSIVE disposed beneath the surface of the fluid contained in the
ADJUSTABLE HOOKAH bottle. Two or moreone-way flow fittings are securedto the

stem in communicationwith an interiorofthebottle, and each

RELATED APPLICATIONS one-way flow fitting isconstructedandarranged topermit air
5 flow out ofthe interior of the bottle through the fitting and to

This application isa continuation of, and claims priority restrict air flow into the interior of the bottle through the
under 35 U.S.C. §120 from, U.S. patent application Ser. No. fitting. Ahose isconnected toeach one-wayflow fitting and is
11/201,274, filed Aug. 11,2005 now abandoned, the disclo- constructed and arranged topermit auser to draw onone end
sure ofwhich isincorporated herein by reference. ofthe hose todraw air throu^the burner cup, through the

The invention relates toa smnking apparatus, and more central passageand down tube, through the fluid contained in
particularly, toa smoking apparatus that may besmoked by the botde, and into the user's hose.
more thanonesmoker ata time. These aspects of the invention arenotmeant to be exclu

sive. Furthermore, some features may apply to certain ver-
BACKGROUND sionsof the invention,but not others. Other features, aspects,

15 andadvantages ofthepresent invention willbereadily appar-
Pipes areoften used tosmoke materials such as tobacco. ent tothose ofordinary skill inthe art when read inconjunc-

Moisture finm a fluid may be mixed with thepipe smoke to tion with thefollowing description, andaccompanyingdraw-
ameliorateharshness and to impart a pleasant flavoror aroma ings.
to the smoke. So-called hookah pipes are smoking appara
tuses which mixed pipe smoke with moisture. 20 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Ahookahpipehasa bottlecontainingfluid. Thebottlemay
be made ofglass, such as crystal. Astem ismounted to the The accompanying drawings, which ^e incorporated
bottle. The stem includes apassage conveying smoke from a herein and form part of the specification, illustrate various
bumercup ontop ofthe stem through adown tube projecting embodiments ofthe present invention and, together with the
fromthe stemand into the fluid in the bottle, llie stemis 25 description, further serve to explain the principles of the
preferably madeofmetal. The smokedrawnthrough the stem invention and toenable aperson skilled inthe pertinent art to
isexpelledfiomthedowntube beneaththe surface ofthefluid make and use the invention. Inthe drawings, like reference
and allowed to bubble up through the fluid to the surface, numbers indicate identical orftmctionally similar elements,
absorbing moisture as itrises to the fluid surface. Asecond Amore complete appreciation ofthe invention and many of
passage formed within the stem conveys the now-moistened 30 the attendant advantages thereof will bereadily obtained as
smoke outto a hose. A smoker smokes thehookah pipe by thesame becomes better understood byreference to thefol-
drawing smoke through the hose. lowing detailed description when considered inconnection

Hookah pipes may have a plurality ofhoses—each with a with the accompanying drawings, wherein:
separate fitting connecting them to the stem—^thereby permit- FIG. 1shows aside, cross-sectional view ofamultiple-user
tingmultiple smokerstouse thepipe.Thestopperprevents air 35 smoking apparatus according toa first embodiment of the
from beingdrawnthrough an unused fitting into the stem invention.
when the smoker inhales, bypassing the bumer and destroy- FIG. 2 shows a one-way flow fitting for use with an
ingthedraft. If,ontheotherhandjthehookahpipe isintended embodiment oftheinvention.
to be smoked by more than one smoker, each smoker is FIG. 3shows aside, cross-sectional viewofamiiltiple-user
provided with a separate hose. Multiple smokers smoke the 40 smoking apparatus according toan alternate embodiment of
hookah pipeby inhaling altemately through theirrespective theinvention.
hoses. Smokers who are not currentiy inhaling may squeeze FIGS. 4Aand 43 each show a perspective view of the
their hoses to block them, preventing air fix»m being drawn exhaust valve ofthepresent invention depicted inFIG. 3.
through them down into the stem while the other smoker is FIG. 5 shows a sliced, perspective view of the exhaust
inhaling Ifone ofthe non-inhaling users forgets topinch off 45 valve ofthepresent invention depicted inFIG. 3.
hishose, or does soinadequately, theinhaling smoker will FIG. 6 shows a sliced, perspective view of theexhaust
draw mostly smokeless air throu^ theopen hose, rather than valve ofthe present invention depicted in FIG. 3.
smoke tough tte burner cup, DETAILED DESCRIFnON

SUMMARY 50

FIG. 1 shows a multiple-user smoking apparatus 100, e.g.

Aprimary object oftheinvention is to overcome the defi- ahookah pipe according toa first embodiment ofthe inven-
ciencies of the related art described above by providing a tion. Multiple-user smoking apparatus 100includes a stem
multiple-user smoking apparatus. 102 having abase 130 and aneck 124 projecting up fiwm the

The invention is embodied in a smoking apparatus com- 55 base 130.Alowerend 104 ofbase 130 isconnected toabottle
prisingabottle,withastem attachedthereto withabumercup 106 containing a fluid 108, for example itmay be disposed
mounted atop the stem, and smoking hoses cormected to the insertably in bottle 106. Bottle 106may bema^ofamaterial
stem by one-way flow fittings. When one smoker isusing the selected fi-om the group consisting ofacrylic, glass, Formica,
pipe, theimused hoses aredisconnected andthefittings may quartz, plastic, andcrystal.
bereplacedwith, for example, astopper orapressure-release 60 Stem 102 includes a central passage 110. A plurality of
valve. Thebottle contains a fluid andhasan opening at an peripheral passages 112are formed around central passage
upper end thereof. The stem has abase and aneck extending 110 the base 130 ofthe stem 102, and communicate with m
upwardly iixsm the base with a central passage extending interior ofbottle 106. Aproximate end 114 ofa hose 116 is
through the base and the neck. Adown tube extends Iham said connected to the stem 102 ata peripheral passage 112 by a
baseincommunicationwith thecentralpassage.Thebasedis 65 one-wayflow fitting 150.
secured to thebottle withthe down tube extending through As an alternative to discrete peripheral passages 112, an
the openingofthe bottle with a terminal end ofthe down tube interior plenum may bedefined within liie base 130 ofthe
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3 *
Stem 102.The interiorplenum would be opento the interiorof sizable apertures. The exhaust valve 160 includes abody with
the bottle 106, and the down tube 118 would extend through arelease port 164 inselective fluid communication with, and
the plenum. All hoses would be in communication with the that permits external exhaust from, the peripheral passage
plenum. 112. The body ofthe exhaust valve 160 may include any

An upper end 120 ofthe down tube 118 is connected to the 5 shape, configuration, and dimensions suitable to perform its
lower end 104 ofthe base 130 and extends into the bottle 106 task.
below thesurface ofthefluid 108. The down tube 118 may be As HG. 5 shows, the selective fluid communication
threaded atits upper end 120 for connecting itwith mating between the release port and the peripheral passage is con-
threads (not shown) fonned inthe base 130.Aburnercup 126 trolled by the stopper 128 of the present invention. "Hie
is mounted (such as by inserting an end thereof) atan upper lo exhaust valve includes an interior space with afrustoconical
end132ofstem neck 124. surfece 152within theexhaust valve 160 body. Anarrow eiid

Bottle 106 may contain fluid 108, such as water orwine or 136 ofthe surface 152, closest tothe base, has awidth that is
a flavored water such asrosewater. less than thatofthestopper128(i.e. thestopperdiameter)and

In operation, one ofseveral users ofapparatus 100 inhales awide end ofthe sur&ce 152, further from the base than the
from adistal endofoneofhoses 116.As long asthe hoses 116 15 narrow end, has awidth that isgreater than that ofthestopper
held by the other, non-inhaling users ofsmoking apparatus 128. As FIG. 3 shows, the exhaust valve 160 ispreferably
100 are substantially closed off, the inhalation creates adraft used in conjunctionwithatleastone hose fitting positioned in
through the smoking user's peripheral passage 112 from the a stem base that draws from a common volume ofair. The
interior of bottle 106. The draft creates a partial vacuum exhaust valve reacts to the negative netpressurecreated by the
within the interior ofbottle 106, reducing a pressure at the 20 draw ofairfrom a hose through a hose fitting bypermitting
surfaceoffluid 108 and allowing wet smoke from fluid 108to downward actuationofthe exhaust valve stopper128 towards
bubbleup and escape.This inturn reduces the partial pressure the stem base. The negative net pressure acts to seal the
within fluid 108, causing inturn a partial vacuum incentral hookah and permit the user of the hookah a tight seal to
passage 110 and down tube 118 toburnercup 126 and draw- enhance his draw ofsmoke from the hookah bottle, hisuch
ing diy smoke down into fluid 108. 25 circumstances, the stopper 128 would bepositioned as shown

Referring now to FIG. 2, the one-way flow fitting 150 inFIG. 5.
includes a stopper 128 (e.g., a ball) is disposed within the FIG. 6depicts the positioning ofthe exhaust valve stopper
fitting body. The fittmg 150 issecured to the base 130 ofthe 128 inapositive bottle pressure situation. Positive net pres-
stem 102 (preferably threaded) inalignment with one ofthe sure urges the stopper through the frustoconical body ofthe
peripheral passages 112.An interior space with afrustoconi- 30 exhaust valve to permit air passage around the stopper. The
cal surface 152 is defined within the fitting body. Anarrow preferred dimensions of the exhaust valve 160 includes a
end136ofthesurface 152, closest tothe base 130, hasawidth bulbous stopper compartment 162 connected to the fhasto-
that is less than that of the stopper 128 (i.e. the stopper conical interior portion 152. The stopper compartment 162
diameter) andawide end ofthe surface 152, further from the includes a substantially continuous surface from the fmsto-
base than the narrow end, has awidth that isgreater than that 35 conical interiorthereto toprevent the stopperfrom catchingin
ofthe stopper 128. transition stages and prevent the build-up ofcontaminationin

When one of several users of smoking apparatus 100 theinterioroftheexhaustvalve. Uponaninternal netpressure
inhales from adistal endofone ofhoses 116, stopper 128 in decrease, the stopper may roll back into alower position. The
the fitting 150 associated with that hose 116 isdrawn away stopper compartment 162 preferably permits substantial
fromnarrow end136ofthe interior fiustoconical surface 152 40 three-dimensional motionof the stoppertherein. A bulbous
by the draft, allowing wet smoke to traverse the passage 112, exhaust valve ispreferred as itpresents asubstantial, smooth
through thefitting 150andaround thestopper 128, andinto interior surface.
the hose 116. Stoppers 128 infittings 150 associated with the The release port 164, inany quantity, ispreferably located
hoses 116 held bythe other non-inhaling users ofapparatus onthe stopper compartment, and should be located onthe
100, ontheotherhand,remainatsmall end 136,retainedthere 45 exhaust valve at least a stopper's diameter from theconnec-
by the partial vacuum created in the interior ofbottle 106. tion between thestem base and the exhaust valve. The release
Thus the peripheral passages 112 associated with the hoses port 164, orrelease ports inthe aggregation, should have an
116held by the non-inhaling users ofsmoking apparatus 100 area substantially smaller than the narrowest cross-sectional
aresubstantially closed oflFby the stopper 128 wedged inthe area of the passage 112 to which it connects. A preferred
narrow end 136.Accordingly, the non-inhaling smokers need 50 sizing oftherelease port 164 isbetween 20% and 80% ofthe
do nothing toclose offtheir respective tubes. The draft ere- ruurowest cross-sectional areaofthe passage 112 towhich the
ated by the inhaling smoker will automatically close offall exhaust valve directly connects. The size ofthe release port
but his own smoking tube. 164 may vary greatly with the hookah with which itisused. A

Apin 156 (e.g. a small screw), orother structure, ispref- relatively decreased size permits a user to blow through a
erably disposed inawall offitting 150 to prevent stopper 128 55 hookah hose into the hookah bottle and purge the bottle of
from being drawn into hose 116 by inhalation. stale smoke within. A release port sized to closer to the

FIG. 3 depicts an embodiment ofthe present invention narrowest cross-sectional areaofthepassage 112towhich the
bearing a one-way flow fitting exhaust valve 160 and the exhaust valve directly connects will minimize the force
one-way flow hose fitting 150. The pressure-release valve, or applied tothe airwithin the hookah bottle and will generally
exhaust valve 160, like the hose fitting 150, couples or is 60 not permit a velocity adapted totheclear thesmoke contents
affixed tothe base 130 ofthestem 102 (preferably threaded) ofthe hookah bottle. Arelease port drastically smaller than
inalignment withoneoftheperipheral passages 112. FIG. 4A thenarrowest cross-sectional area ofthepassage112towhich
and FIG. 4Bdepict indetail theexhaust valve 160. theexhaust valve directly connects will create excess pres-

The exhaust valve 160 isa flow fitting ofthe present inven- sure within thehookah bottle that may force theliquid therein
tion that fits into the peripheral passage ofthehookah base of 65 through the exhaust valve—or even up the stem tothe burner,
the stem. Rather than include an aperture for accepting a Modifications and variations of the present invention are
hnnVah hose, theexhaust valve 160 possesses abody lacking possible in light oftheabove teachings. It is therefore tobe
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understood that the invention may be practiced otherwise

than as specifically described herein. Althou^ the present

invention has been described in considerable detail with ref

erence to certain preferred versions thereof, other versions
would be readily apparent to those ofordinary skill in the art.

Therefore, the spirit andscopeofthe append^ claims should
not be limited to the description of the preferred versions
contained herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A manual pressure-controlled hookah kit, said kit com
prising:

a hookah bottle having a bottle interior;
a stem, configured to sealingly attach to said hookah bottle,

with a base defining multiple, internal peripheral pas
sages with uniform, external peripheral passage open

ings and leading to said bottle interior and with a neck

defining a central smoke passage configured such that

smoke travels fi-om said central smoke passage into said
bottle interior and then through said peripheral passages;

a pressure-release exhaust valve, with a lower portion
adapted to releasably affix to any one of said imiform
peripheral passage openings, having a bocfydefining an

interior void, comprising a tapered void portion leading
to said lowerportion ofsaid exhaust valve and a bulbous

void portion, that confines a floating exhaust stopper
with a stopper diameter length therein and at least one

release port positioned on said exhaust valve body at

least said stopper diameter length fiom said stem base

upon affixation thereto and substantially transverse to

said interior void; and

a hose fitting, defining a tapered interior void with a major
portion dimensioned to internally accept a hookah hose

10

15

and a minor portion defining a smoke inlet, said hose

fittingwith a lowerportion adaptedto releasablyaffixto
any one ofsaid uniform peripheral passage openings,
wherein an aggregation of said release ports defines an

area sized substantially smaller than said hose fitting

interior void minor portion and fiirther sized to effect
puiging of a substantial portion of gas within said
bottle interior in response to moderate user pressure

originating irom said hose fitting, and

wherein said hose fitting interiorvoid is in gaseous com

munication with said exhaust valve interior void such

that pressure exerted firom said hose fitting interior
void minor portion to said hose fitting interior void
major portion forces said exhaust valve stopper

toward said exhaust lower portion, and pressure

exerted fi-om said hose fitting interior void major por

tion to said hose fitting interior void minor portion

forces said exhaust stopper towardsaid exhaust valve
bulbous portion.

20 2. The kit of claim 1 wherein said hose fitting further

comprises:an impediment,disposed withinsaid void,dimen
sioned to partially obstruct said void and to allow substantial
interior entry of a penetrative proximate end of a tapered
hookah hose; and a floating spherical fitting stopper, disposed

2S in said void between said smoke inlet and said impediment,

dimensioned to selectively seal said void fi-om the egress of

wetted smoke.

3. The kit ofclaim 2 wherein said impediment is externally-

accessible.

30 4. The kit of claim 3 fiirther with at least two of the hose

fittings ofclaim 3.
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The present invention is directed to a hookah hose, hookah

system, and process for cooling hookah smoke in a hookah.

The hookah hose includes a shank, a conduit, a mouthpiece,

and a reservoirbearinga coolant cartridge.The shankpermits

the hookah hose to connect to a stem ofa hookah generally or

the hookah system of the present invention. The use ofcool
ant cartridges permits a user to manipulate both wet smoke
temperature and velocity.
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HOOKAH HOSE, HOOKAH SYSTEM base. From the stem, the massell smoke travels through the
hose and out ofthe mouthpiece.

FIELD OFTHEINVENTION There are presently two prominent versions of hookah
structures: the Lebanese style and the Egyptian style.

Thepresent invention relates tothefield ofwetted smoking 5 Although the aficionado will explain that there are many
andmorespecifically to the field of hookahs. differences between the two styles, the practical layman

would quickly note the obvious difference: the connection
BACKGROUND point between thestem and thehookah bowl. The Egyptian

style hookah pipe tapers upward into what is generally
Ofthe many proud traditions ofOttoman culture, few have lo to as amale connection. The Egyptian style hookah

achieved the world-wide fame of hookah smoking Once includes afemale connection which receives the pipe's
confined to the Middle East and Near East regions, the hoo- connection. In the Lebanese style hookah the bowl has
^'s notoriety was mvigorated by Napoleon sinvasion of ^ comiection and the pipe has the female
Egypt andthestream of cunousWesterners which followed ^ t v inWii
thereafter. Painters, such as Eugene Delacroix and Jean-Leon 15 on oaccep ®f ^ Inpnllv
Gerome, when depicting Oriental styles typically included a styles to ^lowamore airti^t comiectionacollar is generally
hookah as asymbol ofthe depicted culture. The hookah was added to fit around the male connection.
elevated from aregional curiosity to auniversal symbol of Wet smoke from ahookah has had its internal teniperatore
sophistication. manipulated by the liquid ofthe base. However, the liquid of

Thehookah, whichhas maintainedaconstant popularity in 20 the base may not supply a sufficient ability to contixjl the
the Middle East, presently enjoys in American culture a internal temperature and further control may bedesired. Fur-
unique, niched fiinction. Hookah smokingcombines commu- thermore, the use ofa room temperature liquid prevents the
nity and relaxation into a single event. Rarely does one wh- wetted smoke firom achieving atemperature less than that of
ness a group smokers crowdedabout a single cigarette, cigar, room temperature. A user may further desire to alter the
or pipe. Though hookahs are often designed with a single 25 ability tocontrol wetted smoke temperature without disturb-
smokeoutlet; thepresence of multiple hoses, eachcapable of inga base, ormaydesire toalterthefluid flow characteristics
simultaneous use, emanating froma single smoking instru- of a hookah singly or among multiple parties of a group,
mentis unique tothehookah. Multiple hose hookahs form the Therefore there is a need for a hose, hookah system, and
centerpieces of hookah clubs in which hookah smokers process that permits controlled, effective manipulation of
gather tounwind andconverse with other community mem- 30 wetted smoke pressure andtemperature inthepresence of a
bers. A hookah combines fashion, art, and function into a unifonn barrier filter layer.

single device.
A basichookah includesa base, a stem,at least one hose SUMMARY

with a mouthpiece, and a bowl. The hookah bowlholds the
hookahtobacco, firequently "massell."Massell isamixtureof 35 The present invention isdirected toahookah hose, hookah
tobacco, molasses, and often a flavor or finit extract. The system, and process for cooling hookah smoke ina hookah,
molasses and fruit extractadd a substantial amountof mois- The hookahhose includes a shank,a conduit,a mouthpiece,
ture to themassell that is missing inconventional tobacco. and areservoir bearing acoolantcartridge. Theshank permits
This added moisture makes massell more sensitive to the the hookahhose to connectto a stemof a hookah.The shank
elements relative to conventional tobacco; prolonged expo- 40 begins with ashank aperture that accepts wetted smoke from
sure toairevaporates much of the moisture ofmassell and the stem ofahookah and passes the wetted smoke within the
reduces itsflavor. When properly protected, massell allows a hose conduit. The conduit isthe flexible body ofthe hose that
smoker a more recreational, flavored smoke than thetobacco conducts wetted smoke to the mouthpiece andthe mouth-
ofcigars, cigarettes, pipes, and the like. An experienced hoo- piece aperture. Positioned onthe hose, between the shank
kahsmokerwill know toloosely distribute massell into apile 45 aperture andthemouthpiece aperture is thereservoir. The
within the hookah bowl to allow heat to evenly circulate reservoir includes a cavity thatmaybeexposed fortheplace-
through the pile. nient ofthe coolant cartridge. The coolant cartridge includes

The heat that ignites the massell derives from coals posi- a membrane that bears anartificial cold source, e.g. a phase
tioned above thehookah bowl. Thecoals andmassell prefer- transitional fluid. Thecartridgemayhave internal andperiph-
ably never contact one to the other. A common method of 50 eral wet smoke channels tocontact cool wetted smoke as it
placing coals proximate to themassell involves spreading a passes through thereservoir.
foil upon the top ofahookah bowl, punching holes inthe foil, The hookah system includes the hookah hose aspart ofan
and then placing the coals onto the foil. The heat fi-om the advantageous hookah system. The hookah system includes
lighted coals travels through theholes in the foil to ignite the hookah hose, a hookah base, and a removable hookah
portions ofthemassell. Particulates from the massell travel in 55 stem. The hookah stem sits upon the hookah base and
thesmoke created bytheignition down through thehookah includes a dry smoke conduit that releases diy smoke to a
bowl into the hookah pipe. substantial depth within thebase. The hookah stem includes

The hookah stem is thebody ofa hnnkah andis usually a wet smoke duct within thehookah stem that ispositioned
fabricated finmbrass, tin,or stainless steel. Thestemtrans- overthebaseandshunts wetted smoke to theshankaperture
ports themassell smoke from thebowl to thehookah base, 60 ofthe hose. The hookah system may accept multiple hoses,
which isacavem containingwater. The base ofthehookah is The process forcooling hookah smoke includes vertically
typically fabricated ofglass orplastic and tends tobethemost passing dry smoke through a dry smoke conduit. The dry
expressive portionofthe hookah, ranging from translucent to smoke is released directly into fluid wifliin a sealed hookah
wildly-colored. Within the cavem of the hookah base, the base. A user draws with oral suction wetted smoke through
massell smoke is cooled by the water within. The cooled 65 thehose through the reservoir and interior cavity with the
massell smoke then returns to thestem, though notthrough coolant cartridge. The coolant cartridge cools oncontact the
the same entrance by which the massell smoke enters the wettedsmoke.
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Therefore, it an aspect of the present invention to provide

superior cooling for wetted smoke smoking device.

Therefore, it is anaspectofthepresent inventionto provide

a hookah hose capable of independentlycooling smoke irre
spective of the hookah to which it is attached.

It is a flirther aspect of the present invention to provide a
hookah hose adapted to bear a replaceable cooling device
capableofreplacement during use ofthe hookah to which it is

attached.

It is a further aspect of the present invention to provide a
hookah hose adapted to cool wetted smoke with minimal
mess within the hose.

It is a further aspect of the present inventionto provide a
hookah system and process capable of filtering and wetting
diy smote and further cooling the resulting wetted smoke.

It is a further aspect of the present inventionto providea
hookah system, hose, and process capable of effectivecool
ing and filteringwithout generating substantial internal back
pressure at the point ofcooling.

These aspects of the invention are not meant to be exclu

sive. Furthermore, some features may apply to certain ver
sions of the invention,but not others. Other features, aspects,
and advantages ofthe present invention will be readily appar

ent to those ofordinary skill in the art when read in conjunc

tion with the followingdescription,and accompanyingdraw
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an orthographic view of an embodiment of the
hose of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a partial, exploded view of the hose of FIG. 1
along cutting lines a-a.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the

coolant cartridge.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the

coolant cartridge.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the

coolant cartridge.
FIG. 6 is a partial, perspective view of an embodiment of

the hose ofthe present invention.

FIG. 7 is a partial, perspective view of an embodiment of
the hose of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a revealed, orthographic view ofan embodiment
of the hose of the present invention.

FIG. 9A is a cross-sectional view ofan embodiment ofthe

hose of the present invention.

FIG. 9B is a cross-sectional view ofan embodiment ofthe

hose of the present invention.

FIG. lOis an orthographicview ofthehookahsystem of the
present invention.

FIGS. 11A and B are exposed views ofhookah stems ofthe
present invention.

FIG. 12 is a view of the process ofthe present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring first to FIGS. 1 and 2, a basic embodiment ofthe
hookah hose 100 is shown. (Overview the main elements).

The hookah hose 100 includes a shank 102, a conduit 106, a

mouthpiece104, and a reservoir108 bearing a coolant car
tridge 110. The shank 102 permits the hookah hose 100 to
connect toa stem ofahookki. The shank 102 begins with a
shank aperture 112 that accepts wetted smoke fk>mthe stem

of a hookah and passes the wetted smoke within the hose

conduit 106. The shank 102 need not have any particular
sizing ordimensions. Itispreferred that the shanik We vari

able outer walls, e.g. frustoconical, that pennit the shank to
forma sealedinterference fitwithahook^ stem.Thehookah
hose 100 may be utilized with any existing hookah and the
shank may be formed to fit a particular hookah or dimen-

s sioned to permit universal attachment. The shank is prefer
ably a rigid, inflexiblematerial that may include metals, plas
tic, or other hard material.

The shank 102 is preferably integrally affixed to the con

duit 106. The conduit 106 is a long flexible component to
10 allow a user to use a hookah in multiple positions adjacent to

the hookah. Throughout the conduit 106 is a wet smoke

passage that begins in the shank 102 with the shank aperture

112. The conduit 106 is longitudinally connected to the

mouthpiece 104, a rigid component with a mouthpiece aper-
15 ture 114. The mouthpiece aperture 114 is an opening in the

mouthpiece that permits a user to apply oral suction to ui^e
wetted smoke from the shank opening 112, into the wet
smoke passage of the shank 102, through the wet smoke
passage ofthe conduit 106, into the wet smoke passage ofthe

20 mouthpiece104, thoughthe mouthpieceaperture 114, and to
the user. The shank 102, conduit 106, and mouthpiece 104
contribute to form a single wet smoke passage placing the
shank, conduit, and mouthpiece in fluid communication with
each other component of the hose.

25 Turning to FIGS. 6 and 7, integrated upon the hose,
between the shank aperture and the mouthpiece aperture 114
is the reservoir 108. The reservoir 108 includes a cavity 116

that may be exposed for the placement ofthe coolant cartridge
110. The preferred reservoir 108 is a moutl^iece reservoir

30 affixeddirectlyadjacent to said mouthpiece 104 such that the

reservoir and the mouthpiece ostensibly fonn a unitaiy com

ponent. The preferred reservoir is configured to include an
inflexible construction to form a segmentable shell. By seg
ment, it is meant that a portionofthe reservoirseparates from

35 another portion ofthe shell to the extent necessary to access

the cavity 110 for removal/placement of a coolant cartridge

110. The cavity 108 may include any dimensions adapted to

contain the coolant cartridge; the preferred dimensions

include that of a cylinder. The segmented reservoir may
40 include threading to permit reservoir portions to be selec

tively removable and securely maintained. The reservoir is

positioned contiguous to the wet smoke passage and in fluid

communication with the shank, conduit, and mouthpiece.
Turning to FIGS. 3-5, the coolant cartridge 110 includes a

45 membrane 120 with an artificial cold source, preferably phase

transitional fluid, therein. By phase transitional fluid, it is
meant a substance that is naturally a liquid at comfortable

room temperatures, e.g. approximately 50-100 degrees Fahr
enheit, but xmdergoesa phase change to a solid at tempera-

50 tures less than comfortable room temperature environments.

By artificial cold source, it is meant a substance adapted to

achieve a coolant temperature due to ancillary interactions
with the coolant cartridge catalyzed or supplied by external

factors. Examples ofartificial cold sources and external fac-
55 tors include: fi-eezingor cooling a membrane bearing water or

a water derivative (e.g., diluted isopropyl alcohol), breaking a

separation layer within the membrane that bears separated
urea and ammonium chloride that intermingle upon breaking
of the separation layer, separated ammonium nitrate and a

60 starch material acting as a gelling agent in one zone and water

in another zone, and the like.

As a gelling agent, inorganic compounds such as metal
oxides, metal alkoxides, or alkali metal salts ofmetal oxides

can be used. These include zinc oxide, tin oxide, titanium

65 oxide, zirconium oxide, and silicates and altmiinates in com

bination with solvents such as water and alcohols. Useful

organic gelling agents include organic compounds such as
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carbohydrates including starch; polyaciylamide; polyols diameter, it permitsa greateramountofcartridge surfacearea
such as pentaeiythritol; or proteinaceous materials such as to beutilizedwitha minimumofback pressureandotherfluid
driedgelatin.Theseagentscan formgelsincombinationwith dynamicsnegativesresultingfrom detrimentalcross section
solventssuch as water,acetone, alcohols, dimethoxytetrag- restrictions. It ismorepreferredthatanaggregation ofthewet
lycol.Asa multipleuseartificialcoldsourcemay includeany 5 smokechannels118 of the coolantcartridge110resultsin an
compound adapted for maintenance ofinternal, chilled tem- aggregated cartridge channel cross-section area at least
perature to a greater degree than simple fi-ozen water; a pre- dimensionally comparable to, and more preferably greater
ferred artificial cold source may include a combination of than, a cross-sectionarea of the wet smokepassage. In other
water,gel foodgradeguargum,andsodiumchloride,orwater words,providinga cross section area within the reservoir—
and a cellulose ether. The artificial cold source need not lO notwithstanding the presence of &e cartridge—approxi-
undergo a phase change, although a phase change liquid is matelyequalto,or greaterthan, thatofthe crosssectionofthe
preferredas the phasechangemaybe indicative of a substan- conduit106permitswettedsmoketo continuepassagewith-
tial increase in internal temperature of the artificial cold out detrimental pressure effects within the hose. The present
source.Anyplasticor vinylmaterial,or other suitablemate- invention, however, maybe practicedwith reservoirs having
rial dependent upon the manufacturer's desire for rigidity or 15 across section area siz^ approximately equal to, orsmaller,
flexibility, maybe used in theconstruction ofthe membrane. than a cross section of a conduit. It is preferred that the

The cartridge may have intemal and peripheral wet smoke diameter ofthe reservoir begreater than t^t ofthe diameter
channels 118 to contact cool wetted smoke as it passes of the mouthpieceapertureand shankaperture.
through the reservoir.By wet smokechannel 118, it is meant As depicted in FIGS. 10, llA, IIB, and 12 the hookah

a conduitwithinoruponthecartridgebywhichwettedsmoke 20 system200 of the present invention includesa stem 202, a
maypasslongitudinallythroughoralongthecartridge.As the base 214, and hose 100. The hose may include any of tlie
cartridge is adapted to be positioned with the cavity of a attributesdiscussed within the present disclosure.The base
reservoirand the reservoir is in fluidcommunicationwith the 214 and stem 202may includegenerally commerciallyavail-

shank-mouthpiece-conduit network, there must be some void able hookah bases and stems; however, certain characteristics
that permits wetted smoke to pass along the cartridge to the 25 described within this disclosure permit advantageous syner-
mouthpieceaperture. The passage along the cartridge is in a gistic advantages. The base 214 may include any hookah
manner that permits a substantialamount of wetted smoketo vessel adapted to containa room temperature liquid 214.The
contact the cartridge membrane and cool thewetted smoke. base typically includes a sidewall t^t expands downward,
Wth the channel is entirely bounded by the cartridge, as in which is ofsignificancein light of the fluid dynamics advan-
FIG. 6, then the channel is considered an intemal channel; 30• tages of the present invention. The liquid 214 is filled within
when the channel is only partially bounded by the cartridge the base to a degree significant to cool and filter dry smoke

and is further bounded by the inner sidewall of the reservoir, fi*om the stem 202. Dry smoke travels down a dry smoke
thenthechannelis considereda peripheralchannel.Multiple, conduit208 of the stem202, with a stem diameterd^, from a
peripheral channels are preferred in the cartridge of the bowl attached thereto (not shown). The stem of the present
present invention as multiple chaimels permit a greater sur- 3S invention includes any component or series of components
face area of the cartridge to contact the wetted smoke during adapted to vertically pass diy hookah smoke from a hookah
passage. bowl to a hookah base. The stem may include a unitary

Furthermore, the cartridge may include a flavoring agent constmction, or includean intermediatetube 206 afiixedto a
either within the membrane 120, or the cartridge may be down tube 204. The stem penetrates the base 214 suitable to

composed ofthe flavoring agent. Due to the pressure factors 40 permit the dry smoke to be passed 302 through the stem and
within a hookah system, it is preferred that the cartridge released 304 into a substantialamount liquid 216 ofthe base
bearing the flavoring agent include dimensions similar to 214. By substantial amount ofliquid, it is meant an amount of

cooling cartridges of the present invention. liquid suitable to provide significant or customary cooling of
As depicted in FIG. 8, the present invention may include a dry hookah smoke. Typical liquid amounts include approxi-

multiple reservoirs 108 with multiple cavities 116 for mul- 45 mately 100.0 mL to 1.0 L, depending upon the size and
tiple caitridges 110. The cartridges 110 may include similar configurationofthe base. The liquid forms a imiform barrier
ordiffering dimensions. The reservoirs may bepositioned at to thepassage of dry smoke in^e sealed environment ofa
any position along the hose in fluid communication with the stem/base/hose configuration except through disruption of

wet smoke passage 122. It is preferred anyauxiliary reservoir the barrier. A uniform liquid filter barrier is differentiated
include a shank reservoir positioned adjacent to the shank 102 50 fix>m a solid perforated filter layer, e.g., charcoal filters or

such that the shank 102 and reservoir ostensibly form an fibrous filters, which permits passage ofdry smoke without

integrated component. The reservoir may include any reser- disruption of the structure of the layer.
voir attributes stated herein. Liquid is a preferred filter layer as it is disposable and

As shown inFIGS. 9A-9B, the reservoir108ofthe present indues a greater capacity toabsorb the temperature ofthe
invention includes a reservoir diameter d^. By diameter, it is 55 diy smoke. Disadvantages ofa uniform liquid barrier include
meant a measurement from a first side of the interior of the its negative effects on a user's force required to draw smoke,

reservoir to a second, opposing side of the interior of the Embodiments of the present invention require a uniform liq-
reservoir. The cartridge is preferably sized to form an inter- uid barrier, and rather than seek means of eliminating the
ference fit, slip fit, or close fit with the reservoir. Closing unifomi liquid barrier, seek to mitigate its negative effects in
positioningtheproximitiesofthecartridgeto the innerwallof 60 further cooling of smoke. Means for mitigating the n^ative
the reservoir permits the travel path of wetted smoke to be effects of the uniform liquid barrier include downstream

more closely predicted and regulated. The conduit 106 also adjustment of intemal configurations.
includes a diameter d^definedby a measurement from a first As the smoke is released from the stem into the base, the
side of the interioroftheconduit toa second,opposingsideof smokebecomeswettedsmokeand rises intoa wet smokeduct
the interior of the conduit. The reservoir diameter is prefer- 65 212, which may include either a cavem or discrete voids
ably sizedto be substantially larger than the conduit diameter. within the stem.The smoke may rise of its own volition or be
By sizing the reservoir diameter to be larger than the conduit drawn 306 via the oral suction ofa user having a hose in fluid
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communicationwith the base. The base includes a base diam

eter dj asmeasured from opposing innersidewallsof the base

just above the waterline. The wet smoke duct 212 leads to the

wet smoke outlet 210, which permits a hookah hose to be

attached thereto. When the hookah hose 100 of the present

invention is attached to the wet smoke outlet 210, the wetted

smokeisconductedto thereservoir108.It is preferredthat the
reservoir 108 of the hookah hose 100 include a preferred

sizing as indicated within the present disclosure. Further
more, it is preferred that the wet smoke outlet 210 be sized

similarto the shankaperture122 to preventbackpressureat
the shankaperture and wet smokeoutlet juncture. It is further

preferred that the shank aperture, wet smoke outlet, and wet

smoke passage include comparable cross section sizing.

The reservoir bears the coolant cartridge of the present

inventionand cools310 by contact the wettedsmokepassing
through the reservoir. It is significant that smoke has passed

throughtwo layersofcoolingand a layeroffiltrationwith the

use of only two media, the liquid barrier and the coolant

cartridge. Dependingupon the configuration of the internal

voidsofthe hookahsystem, includingthepreferredsizingsof
the present invention, the two layers of filtration/manipula
tion conveyno substantialnegativepressure effects beyond
thoseofthe singleuniform1iquid layer.Furtheradvantagesof 25
the present system, hose, and process are apparent in that
depleted coolant cartridges, i.e. those that have an internal
temperature approximately equal to or greater than that of

room temperature, may be replaced while one or more users

coolant cartridges specificallyadapted to alter fluid pressure
withm thehookah to suit the user may be achieved through the
current process and system. For example, users desiring
greater smoke force may utilize coolant cartridges with
aggregated smoke channels having a cross section less than,
particularly substantially less than, the wet smoke passageof
the hookah conduit, shank aperture, wet smoke outlet, or
other internal passage.

For Ktample,users desiring less smoke force may utilize
coolant cartridges with aggregated smoke channels ^ving a 40
cross section greater than, particularly substantially greater
than, the wet smoke passage of the hookah conduit, shank
aperture, wet smoke outlet, or other internal passage. The

velocity of resulting smoke will be related to the internal
constrictionsofthe hookah;by placingconstrictionelements 4S saidwet smokechannelsofsaidcoolant cartridge within said
within the hose, the constriction may be suited to the user of
a particular hose rather than an agreed upon pressure of a
hookah or water pipe. The velocity ofdry and wet smoke is
altered significantly in the present invention due to the sub

stantially varying ^ameters of the dry smoke conduit 208,
base 214, wet smoke outlet 210, shank opening 212, wet
smokeconduit122, wetsmokepassages118, and themouth
piece aperture 114. The use ofthe present invention in relation
to the pressure increase of the dry smoke conduit to the base,
from the base to the wet smokeoutlet/shankopeningmay be
greatly ameliorated by the configuration of the wet smoke
passages of the coolant cartridge in the cavity—either for
greater or lessor pressure. The use ofan autoseal mechanism

290 contributes to internal pressure stability by permitting a
user to "puige" the stem ofoverpressure. The autoseal mecha

nism may include a sealing mechanism such as that disclosed
in United States Patent Published Patent Application No.
2006/0272657,which is hereby incorporated by reference.

Although the present invention has been described in con

siderable detail with reference to certain preferred versions
thereof,other versionswouldbe readily apparent to thoseof
ordinaiy skill in the art. Therefore, the spirit and scope of the
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appended claims should not be limited to the description of
the preferred versions contained herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A hookah hose for the transport ofcooled, wetted smoke,

said hose comprising:
an inflexibleshankhaving a shankaperture and definingan

interior wet smoke passage in fluid communication with
said shank aperture;

a flexible conduit, affixed to said shank, further defining

said interior wet smoke passage, wherein said wet
smoke passage includes a wet smoke passage diameter,

an inflexible mouthpiece having a mouthpiece aperture,
affixed to said flexible conduh in fluid communication

with said flexible conduit;

a mouthpiece reservoir, affixed directly adjacent to said

mouthpiece, with an inflexible, segmentable shell defin

ing an interior cavity, with a cavity diameter, in fluid
communication with said wet smoke passage and said
cavity diameter is greater than said wet smoke passage

diameter and a diameter of said shank aperture; and
at least one coolantcartridge,dimensionedtobe positioned

within said cavity,with a membrane seahngly bearing an
artificial cold source, and said cartridge dimensioned to

include at least one wet smoke channel.

2. The hookah hose of claim 1 wherein coolant cartridge

includes multiple, peripheral wet smoke channels.
3. The hookah hose ofclaim 1 wherein an aggregation of

said wet smoke channels results in an aggregated channel
continue to use the hookah system. Furthermore, the use of 30 cross-section area at least dimensionally comparable to a

cross-section area of said wet smoke passage.
4. The hookah hose of claim 3 wherein said aggregated

chaimel cross-section area is greater than said wet smoke
passage cross-section area.

5. "Hie hookah hose ofclaim 1 further comprising a shank
reservoir, afBxed directly adjacent to said shank, with an

inflexible,segmentable shell defining an interior cavity, with
a cavity diameter, in fluid communication with said wet

smoke passage; and said coolant cartridge.
6. The hookah hose of claim 5 wherein said coolant car

tridge within said shank reservoir and said coolant cartridge
within said mouthpiece reservoir include peripheral wet
smoke charmels.

7. The hookah hose ofclaim 5 wherein an aggregation of

shankreservoirresults in an aggr^ted shank channel cross-
section area: at least dimensionally comparable to a cross-

section area of said wet smoke passage, and at least dimen
sionally comparable to an aggregation of said wet smoke
channels of said coolant cartridge within said mouthpiece
reservoir.

8. A hookah system for the transport of cooled, wetted
smoke, said system comprising:

a hookah base, dimensioned to contain an interior fluid

medium,

a removable hookah stem, capable of sealed fit upon said

hookah base, comprising:

a wet smoke duct within said hookah stem positioned

over said base and terminating in a wet smoke outlet;

and

a dry smoke conduit dimensioned to release dry smoke

to a substantial depth within said hookah base;
a hookah hose comprising:

an inflexibleshank having a shank aperture, adapted to

releasable af5x to said hookah stem, and defining an
interior wet smoke passage in fluid commimication

with said shank aperture and said wet smoke outlet;
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a flexible conduit,afSxedto saidshank,furtherdefining
said interior wet smoke passage, wherein said wet
smokepassage includesa wet smokepassagediam
eter;

an inflexible mouthpiecehavinga mouthpiece aperture,
affixed to said flexible conduit influid communication

with said flexible conduit;

a mouthpiece reservoir,affixeddirectly adjacent to said
mouthpiece, with an inflexible, segmentable shell
defining an interior cavity, with a cavity diameter, in
fluid comm;mication with said wet smoke passage
and said cavity diameter is greater than said wet
smoke passage diameter and a diameter ofsaid shank

aperture; and

at least one coolant cartridge, dimensioned to be posi
tionedwithin said cavity,with a membranesealingly
bearing an artificial cold source, and said cartridge
dimensioned to include at least one wet smoke chan

nel.

10

9. The hookah systemof claim 8 wherein said hookah stem

includes at least two wet smoke ducts tbat include a first wet

smokeductand a secondwet smokeductterminatingina first
wetsmokeoutletanda secondwet smokeoutlet, respectively;

^ and at least two hookah hoses.

10. The hookah system ofclaim 9, wherein said at least two

wet smoke ducts include an automatically sealing first wet

smoke duct and an automatically sealing second wet duct.

11. The hookah system of claim 8 wherein coolant car

tridge includes multiple, peripheral wet smoke chaimels.
12. The hookah systemofclaim 8 wherein an aggregation

ofsaid wet smoke channels results in an aggregated channel
cross-section area at least dimensionally comparable to a

cross-section area ofsaid wet smoke passage.

13. The hookah system of claim 12 wherein said aggre
gated chaimel cross-section area is greater than said wet

smoke passage cross-section area.

10
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 1 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

CHARLOTTESVILLE DIVISION 

 

 

MYA SARAY, LLC      Docket No. __________ 

         

  Plaintiff    

 

 v.  

 

DABES, IBRAHIM dba  

DABES EGYPTIAN IMPORTS 

 

  

  Defendants     JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

 

 

 

COMPLAINT  

Mya Saray, LLC for its complaint against Ibrahim Dabes avers with knowledge as to its 

own acts and otherwise on information and belief as follows: 

THE PARTIES 

 1.  The Plaintiff Mya Saray, LLC (“Mya Saray”) is a limited liability company 

organized and existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, with its principal place 

of business at 43671 Trade Center Pl #114, Sterling, VA 20166. 

 2.  Defendant Ibrahim Dabes, dba Dabes Egyptian Imports, (collectively, “Dabes”) is 

a sole proprietorship, with a mailing address of Neuburger Str. 109 Augsburg; Fed Rep Germany 

86167.  

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

 3.  This civil action arises under the Patent, Unfair Competition, and Copyright laws 

of the United States, as well as the laws of Virginia, including 35 U.S.C. §271, 15 U.S.C. §§1114 
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and 1125, and 17 U.S.C. §501.  This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§§ 1331 and 1338(b). Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(c) and 1400(b). Ibrahim 

(“Defendant”) is subject to personal jurisdiction in this district. 

FACTS 

4. Mya Saray is a manufacturer and distributor of tobacco products, particularly 

hookahs and hookah accessories, and has been in existence since 1863.  

5. Mya Saray sells tobacco products under its MYA brand (“MYA Tobacco 

Products”), throughout the world, and nationally under the federally registered trademarks MYA, 

Reg. No. 3,031,439 (“the ‘439 registration” or the “Mya Word Mark”) and MYA (as stylized), 

Reg. No. 3,031,440 (“the ‘440 registration” or the “Mya Design Mark”), and Reg. No. 4,693,443 

(“the ‘443 registration).  The MYA Tobacco Products are associated with many common law 

trademarks owned by Mya Saray, including the trade dress of packaging, various depictions of 

the term “MYA,” along with product designs of various hookahs (collectively, MYA Common 

Law Trademarks). These MYA Common Law Trademarks are distinctive, non-functional, 

extend throughout the United States and its territories, and are buttressed by lengthy use and 

substantial consumer recognition.   

6. Mya Saray manufactures, distributes, advertises, publicizes, sells, and offers to 

sell the Mya QT hookah.  The product design of this hookah (“QT Hookah”) is distinctive, non-

functional, and serves as a trademark.  The QT Base is protected by U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 

3,845,276 (“the ‘276 registration). The brand name “QT” is protected by U.S. TM. Reg. No. 

4,562,908 (“the ‘908 registration” or the “QT Word Mark”).  

7. Mya Saray is the exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 8,001,978 (“the 

‘978 patent”) with authority to enforce that patent. Mya Saray is the exclusive owner of United 
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States Patent No. 7,806,123 (“the ‘123 patent”) with authority to enforce that patent. Mya Saray 

is the exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 8,573,229 (“the ‘229 patent”) with authority 

to enforce that patent. Mya Saray is the exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 8,464,725 

(“the ‘725 patent”) with authority to enforce that patent.  Mya Saray is the exclusive owner of 

United States Patent No. 9,107,456 (“the ‘456 patent”) with authority to enforce that patent.  

8. The MYA brand is one of the most counterfeited brands in the world. The QT 

Hookah is the world’s most counterfeited hookah. 

9. Dabes is a German industrialist that has been importing hookahs and hookah 

accessories (“Dabes Tobacco Products”) from third party manufacturers, primarily in China, for 

resale in Europe. 

10.   Mya Saray first encountered Dabes on or about 2009 when Dabes requested 

authority to distribute Mya Saray hookahs throughout Europe along with the Dabes Tobacco 

Products. 

11. In performing due diligence, Mya Saray uncovered that Dabes was involved in 

significant counterfeiting activities, including offering counterfeits of multiple Mya Saray 

hookahs in the Dabes Tobacco Products line.  Mya Saray refused Dabes distribution rights in any 

territory shortly after his request for such rights. 

12. Subsequent to Mya Saray’s refusal of Dabes’ attempted distribution rights, Dabes 

expanded the Dabes Hookahs to include as a subset brand of “AMY” (“AMY Tobacco 

Products”), a brand that Dabes applied, and applies, to Dabes Tobacco Products throughout 

Europe.  The term “AMY” was depicted on hookahs and hookah cases, and portrayed in 

packaging for tobacco products, advertisement, and sales media for the Dabes Hookahs.   
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13. The designation “AMY” was adopted by Dabes purely as a ruse to create, and 

exploit, consumer confusion occurring between the MYA and AMY products.  Such confusion 

has actually resulted.   

14. Dabes has ordered counterfeits and knock-offs of MYA Tobacco Products for the 

knowing purpose of confusing consumers, and permitting and encouraging its distributors and 

retailers to confuse consumers.  For example, many of Dabes’ “Jinn” hookah, which is a 

counterfeit of the MYA QT Hookah, is frequently sold in Europe and into the United States as an 

AMY QT hookah or DABES QT hookah.   

15. On or about July 31, 2013 Dabes filed an application in the U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office for registration of a logo comprising the term “AMY DELUXE” as a logo, 

U.S. App. Ser. No. 86,025,122 (“the ‘122 application”).   

16. On or about July 31, 2013 Dabes filed an application in the U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office for registration of a logo comprising the term “AMY GOLD TOBACCO 

MOLASSES” as a logo, U.S. App. Ser. No. 86,025,182 (“the ‘182 application”).   

17. Dabes exported into the United States its Dabes Tobacco Products, including 

AMY Tobacco Products, to two national distributors, Premium Molasses and Allabadie.  

Premium Molasses and Allabadie acted in unison to accept imported AMY Tobacco Products 

and distribute them to retail stores throughout the United States, including the Commonwealth of 

Virginia. 

18. The Dabes Tobacco Products include multiple products that infringe Mya Saray’s 

intellectual property, and these products were knowingly created (and ordered to be created) by 

Defendant for the purpose of knowingly infringing Mya Saray’s intellectual property rights.  The 

scope of infringement is vast.  
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19.  Defendant provides AMY Tobacco Products to Internet retailers in the United 

States and Europe that sell and offer to sell AMY Tobacco Products into the United States and 

this district via website shopping carts requiring only a consumer’s acquiescence and payment 

information to consummate a sales transaction, including: 

http://5starhookah.com/AMY_c200.htm; http://www.smoking-hookah.com/hookahs; 

http://www.texashookah.com/hookahs.html; http://www.smokyhookah.com/hookahs.html; et. al.   

20.   Multiple retail stores, and other establishments, in the Commonwealth of Virginia 

sell, offer to sell, and use, and permit the use, of Dabes Tobacco Products, including AMY 

Tobacco Products. 

21.   In late 2013, Mya Saray warned Dabes via cease-and-desist letter to avoid selling 

its infringing products in the United States including any AMY Tobacco Products. 

22. Subsequent to both Mya Saray’s warnings and Article II litigation between Mya 

Saray and Dabes, Dabes escalated its copying of MYA Tobacco Products brands.  Dabes copied 

hues, tones, and other elements of Mya Saray’s packaging, which constitutes protectable trade 

dress as Mya Saray’s Common Law Trademarks, to intensify the likelihood of confusion 

between the AMY and MYA brands. The elements of Mya Saray’s packaging constitute a 

creative work protectable under Title 17, and Mya Saray’s Freeze Hose Product Packaging is 

protected by Copyright Reg. No. VA0002019287, (“the ‘287 Copyright”).   

23. Examples of Dabes packaging for the AMY Tobacco Products sold in the United 

States that violates Mya Saray’s Common Law Trademarks are shown in Exhibit A (“AMY 

Accessory Packaging”) and Exhibit B (“AMY Cooling Hose Packaging”).  The AMY Cooling 

Hose Packaging is a copy of the ‘287 Copyright and Mya Saray’s Freeze Hose Product 

Packaging.   
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24.  In late 2013, Mya Saray warned Shisha Center, Inc., a California-based national 

distributor, to avoid selling its infringing products in the United States including any AMY 

Tobacco Products or face litigation. Allabadie, through Shisha Center, Inc., agreed to cease all 

activities related to AMY Tobacco Products in exchange for Mya Saray’s promise not to pursue 

litigation (“Settlement Agreement”).  

25. Shisha Center, Inc. was a California corporation, now dissolved, controlled by 

Allabadie that existed while performing the acts of this Complaint.   

26.  Shortly subsequent to Mya Saray’s warning letter to Shisha Center, Allabadie and 

Dabes arranged for the import of a container of AMY Tobacco Products through Allabadie’s 

World Smoke Shop entity, which Products Allabadie then sold.  Allabadie never intended to 

abide by the Settlement Agreement, and used World Smoke Shop as an obscured, discreet alter 

ego to arrange for the imports that he knew were in violation of both law and contract. With 

knowledge of the Settlement Agreement, Dabes offered to import to Allabadie and did import to 

Allabadie hookahs in violation of the Settlement Agreement. 

27. Dabes manufacturers, and orders the manufacture of, a hookah bowl that is 

interchangeably called the AMY Silicone or Silikon hookah bowl. This hookah bowl is sold 

within the United States and in and to this district and the Commonwealth of Virginia. An 

example of such a vendor can be found at: https://hookahjunkie.com/.   This hookah bowl can be 

ordered via an interactive shopping cart for sale and delivery into this district merely with the 

payment of fees.  
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CLAIMS FOR RELIEF 

Count I. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)  

Unfair Competition and Deceptive Marketing 

28.   Mya Saray incorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs of this Complaint 

as though fully set forth herein.  

29. The conduct of Defendant constitutes use in commerce of designations and dress, 

false designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, and false or misleading 

representations of fact likely to confuse and deceive a substantial number of distributors in the 

trade, relevant consumers, and other purchasers as to the affiliation, connection, or association of 

Defendant with Mya Saray and others, in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(A). 

30. The conduct of Defendant constitutes use in commerce of designations and dress, 

false designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, and false or misleading 

representations of fact likely to confuse and deceive a substantial number of distributors in the 

trade, relevant consumers, and other purchasers as to the origin, sponsorship, or approval of 

Defendant’s goods and commercial activities as they relate to Mya Saray and others, in violation 

of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(A). 

31.  The conduct of Defendant constitutes use in commerce of designations and dress, 

false designations of origin, false or misleading descriptions of fact, and false or misleading 

representations of fact that in commercial advertising and promotion misrepresent the nature, 

characteristics, and qualities of Defendant’s goods and commercial activities in violation of 15 

U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(B).  

32.   The conduct of Defendant in unfairly competing with Mya Saray is willful and 

deliberate and done with an intent to misrepresent the nature, characteristics, and qualities of 

Defendant’s goods, and confuse, mislead, and deceive a substantial number of distributors in the 
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trade, relevant consumers, and other purchasers, and members of the public as to the origin of 

Defendant’s goods and to cause said persons to believe that the goods have been sponsored, 

approved, authorized, or licensed by Mya Saray. 

33.  Defendant’s conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable injury and 

will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless enjoined by this court.  

Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law. 

Count II. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114 

Registered Trademark Infringement of the ‘439 Registration 

  

34. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

35. The conduct of Defendant in using the MYA Word Mark, colorable imitations, 

and counterfeits thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution, and 

advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation 

of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a). 

 36. The conduct of Defendant in reproducing the MYA Word Mark and colorable 

imitations and counterfeits thereof and applying the reproduction to labels, signs, prints, 

packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used in commerce with 

the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products and such use is likely to 

cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(b). 

37.  Defendant’s conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable injury and 

will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless enjoined by this court.  

Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law. 

Count III. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114 

Registered Trademark Infringement of the ‘440 Registration  
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38.   Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

39. The conduct of Defendant in using the MYA Design Mark, colorable imitations, 

and counterfeits thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution, and 

advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation 

of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a). 

 40. The conduct of Defendant in reproducing the MYA Design Mark and colorable 

imitations and counterfeits thereof and applying the reproduction to labels, signs, prints, 

packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used in commerce with 

the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products and such use is likely to 

cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(b). 

41.  Defendant’s conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable injury and 

will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless enjoined by this court.  

Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law. 

Count IV. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114 

Registered Trademark Infringement of the ‘276 Registration  

 

42.   Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

43. The conduct of Defendant in using the QT Hookah product design and colorable 

imitations and counterfeits thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale, distribution, and 

advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation 

of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a). 
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 44. The conduct of Defendant in reproducing the QT hookah product design and 

colorable imitations and counterfeits thereof and applying the reproduction to labels, signs, 

prints, packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used in commerce 

with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products and such use is 

likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(b). 

45.  Defendant’s conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable injury and 

will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless enjoined by this court.  

Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law. 

Count V. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114 

Registered Trademark Infringement of the ‘443 Registration  

 

46.   Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

47. The conduct of Defendant in using the MYA logo of the ‘443 registration and 

colorable imitations and counterfeits thereof in connection with the sale, offering for sale, 

distribution, and advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or mistake or to 

deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a). 

 48. The conduct of Defendant in in using the MYA logo of the ‘443 registration and 

colorable imitations thereof and applying the reproduction to labels, signs, prints, packages, 

wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used in commerce with the sale, 

offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products and such use is likely to cause 

confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(b). 

49.  Defendant’’ conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable injury and 

will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless enjoined by this court.  

Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law. 

Case 3:17-cv-00016-GEC   Document 1   Filed 02/21/17   Page 10 of 19   Pageid#: 10



 11 

Count VI. Violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114 

Registered Trademark Infringement of the ‘908 Registration  

 

50.   Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

51. The conduct of Defendant in, and encouraging the use of, the QT Word Mark of 

the ‘908 registration and colorable imitations and counterfeits thereof in connection with the sale, 

offering for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products is likely to cause confusion or 

mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(a). 

 52. The conduct of Defendant in in using the QT Word Mark of the ’908 registration 

and colorable imitations and counterfeits thereof and applying the reproduction to labels, signs, 

prints, packages, wrappers, receptacles or advertisements with the intent to be used in commerce 

with the sale, offer for sale, distribution, and advertising of tobacco products and such use is 

likely to cause confusion or mistake or to deceive in violation of 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)(b). 

53.  Defendant‘s conduct is causing Mya Saray immediate and irreparable injury and 

will continue to both damage Mya Saray and deceive the public unless enjoined by this court.  

Mya Saray has no adequate remedy at law. 

Count VII. Patent Infringement 

Infringement of the ‘978 Patent 

 

54. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

55. The ‘978 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted on August 23, 2011, 

describes and claims a smoking apparatus.   

56. Defendant has been and is infringing, inducing infringement of, and contributing 

to the infringement of the ‘978 patent by making, using, offering for sale and/or selling, in these 
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United States, or importing into these United States articles, including the AMY “Jinn” hookah, 

that reads on the ‘978 patent claims, all without the consent of Mya Saray. 

57. The “Jinn” hookah includes the neck seal, hookah neck, down tube, and stem 

interior characterized by the elements of the independent claims of the ‘978 patent.  

Alternatively, the neck seal and stem interior of the “Jinn” includes a neck seal, hookah neck, 

down tube, and stem interior equivalent to the elements of the independent claims of the ‘978 

patent. 

58.  Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing activities 

of Defendant and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities are enjoined by 

this Court. 

59. Mya Saray provided notice to Defendant of its infringements, and all actions of 

this Count are conducted with knowledge of the wrongfulness thereof and Defendant intended to 

perpetrate the infringements described herein.   

Count VIII. Patent Infringement 

Infringement of the ‘229 Patent 

 

60. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

61. The ‘229 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted on Nov. 5, 2013, describes 

and claims a multiple port, pressure-responsive adjustable hookah.   

62. Defendant has been and is infringing, inducing infringement of, and contributing 

to the infringement of the ‘229 patent by making, using, offering for sale and/or selling, in these 

United States, or importing into these United States articles, including at least the model 

designated by Defendants as AMY0006, as well as other hookahs, that read on the ‘229 patent 

claims, all without the consent of Mya Saray. 
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63.  The AMY0006 hookah, includes the kit of the independent claim, including the 

stem, exhaust valve, and hose fitting as characterized thereby.  Alternatively, the AMY0006 stem 

includes equivalents of the elements of the independent claims of the ‘978 patent. 

64. Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing activities 

of Defendant and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities are enjoined by 

this Court. 

65. Mya Saray provided notice to Defendant of its infringements, and all actions of 

this Count are conducted with knowledge of the wrongfulness thereof and Defendants intended 

to perpetrate the infringements described herein.   

Count IX. Patent Infringement 

Infringement of the ‘123 Patent 

 

66. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

67. The ‘123 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted on October 5, 2010, 

describes and claims a modular smoking apparatus.   

68. Defendant has been and is infringing, inducing infringement of, and contributing 

to the infringement of the ‘123 patent by making, using, offering for sale and/or selling, in these 

United States, or importing into these United States articles, including at least the model 

designated as AMY630 as well as other hookahs, that read on the ‘123 patent claims, all without 

the consent of Mya Saray. 

69.  The AMY630 hookah includes the stem, plenum, down tube, and exhaust valve, 

and hookah base that that read on the independent claims of the ‘123 patent.  The stem is 

subdividable as characterized by the independent claims, and the valve includes the limitations of 

independent claim 8.  
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70. Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing activities 

of Defendant and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities are enjoined by 

this Court. 

71. Mya Saray provided notice to Defendant of its infringements, and all actions of 

this Count are conducted with knowledge of the wrongfulness thereof and Defendant intended to 

perpetrate the infringements described herein.   

Count X. Patent Infringement 

Infringement of the ‘456 Patent 

 

72. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

73. The ‘456 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted on August 18, 2015, 

describes and claims a hookah hose and hookah system.   

74. Defendant has been and is infringing, inducing infringement of, and contributing 

to the infringement of the ‘456 patent by making, using, offering for sale and/or selling, in these 

United States, or importing into these United States articles, including at least the product of 

Exhibit M as well any hookahs used therewith, that read on the ‘456 patent claims, all without 

the consent of Mya Saray. 

75. Defendant’s hose includes a shank, flexible conduit, mouthpiece and reservoir, 

and cartridge that read on claim 1 of the ‘456 patent. Defendant’s hose is structured and intended 

to be used with a hookah that infringes claim 8 of the ‘456 patent.  Furthermore, the hose and 

hookah include elements that are substantial equivalents of the limitations of the independent 

claims of the ‘456 patent.   
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76.  Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing activities 

of Defendants and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities are enjoined by 

this Court. 

77. Mya Saray provided notice to Defendants of its infringements, and all actions of 

this Count are conducted with knowledge of the wrongfulness thereof and Defendants intended 

to perpetrate the infringements described herein.   

Count XI. Patent Infringement 

Infringement of the ‘725 Patent 

 

78. Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 

79. The ‘725 patent, which was duly and lawfully granted on June 18, 2013, describes 

and claims a Hookah Bowl.   

80. Defendant has been and is infringing, inducing infringement of, and contributing 

to the infringement of the ‘725 patent by making, using, offering for sale and/or selling, in these 

United States, or importing into these United States articles, including at least the AMY Silicone 

(aka “Silikon”) hookah bowl. 

81. Defendant’s Silicone hookah bowl, when sold with a hookah bowl screen, 

includes the bowl, spire, and coal plate of at least claim 1 of the ‘725 patent.  Alternatively, the 

Silicone bowl includes a bowl, spire, and coal plate that are equivalents of the limitations of 

claim 1.   The Silicone hookah bowl is commonly sold with the hookah bowl screen that 

transforms the Silicone hookah bowl into an infringing article. 

82.  Mya Saray has been and will continue to be damaged by the infringing activities 

of Defendants and will be irreparably harmed unless those infringing activities are enjoined by 

this Court. 

Case 3:17-cv-00016-GEC   Document 1   Filed 02/21/17   Page 15 of 19   Pageid#: 15



 16 

83. Mya Saray provided notice to Defendants of its infringements, and all actions of 

this Count are conducted with knowledge of the wrongfulness thereof and Defendants intended 

to perpetrate the infringements described herein.   

 

Count XII. Copyright Infringement 

AMY Cooling Hose Packaging 

84.   Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein.  

85. Without the authorization of Mya Saray, Defendant is, and is contributing to and 

aiding others in, reproducing the works of the ‘287 Copyright in copies; preparing derivative 

works of the ‘287 Copyright; distributing copies of the ‘287 Copyright to the public by sale or 

other transfer of ownership; performing and displaying the ‘287 Copyright publicly; and digitally 

transmitting the ‘287 Copyright for purposes of public performance (collectively, “Package 

Copyright Infringement”). 

86. Dabes’ Package Copyright Infringement has damaged Mya Saray and has been 

and continues to be willful and deliberate and with full knowledge of Mya Saray’s rights. 

87. Defendants will continue their acts of Package Copyright Infringement unless 

enjoined by this Court. 

88.  As a result of the Package Copyright Infringement, Softech has suffered and 

continues to suffer damages in an amount to be proven at trial.  

Count XIII. Interference with Contract 

 

89.   Mya Saray incorporates herein by reference all preceding allegations of this 

Complaint as though fully set forth herein. 
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90. The Agreement between Allabadie and Mya Saray whereby Allabadie would 

cease further sales activities related to AMY Tobacco Products was duly executed by both Mya 

Saray and All Fun and is enforceable. 

91. Mya Saray performed in accordance with the Agreement. 

92. Allabadie has breached the Agreement and caused actual damages to Mya Saray 

that are recoverable under Virginia law. 

93.  Defendant knew of the contract between Defendant and Mya Saray, and by 

shipments of unlawful hookahs from Defendant to Allabadie resulted in a breach of the contract 

between Mya Saray and Allabadie, which caused damage to Mya Saray.  

 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment: 

A.  That Mya Saray is the owner of U.S. Patents of this action and has the right to sue 

and collect damages for any and all infringements thereof; 

B That the U.S. Patents of this action remains good and valid in law and have been 

infringed by Defendants; 

C. That Defendant, and its officers, agents, servants, and employees and those 

persons in active concert and participation with or controlled by any of them, be preliminarily 

and permanently enjoined and restrained from infringing, inducing infringement of, and 

contributing to the infringement of the U.S. Patents of this action; 

D. That Mya Saray is the sole and exclusive owner of the Trademarks and 

Copyrights referenced in this Complaint, including Mya Saray’s Common Law Trademarks, 

including the creative works associated therewith, such the ‘287 Copyright; and that Mya Saray 
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has the right to sue for its damages for any and all infringements thereof and trespasses 

thereupon; 

E.  That Defendant has unfairly competed with Mya Saray in violation of these 

United States, including 15 U.S.C. §§1125 and 1114; 

F.  That this Court order Defendant, its agents, associates, employees, attorneys, and 

any other person in active concert or participation with them, be forthwith preliminarily and 

permanently enjoined from: using, alone or in combination, any of Mya Saray’s trademarks as 

registered or at the common law;   

G. That Mya Saray be awarded all damages related to the unlawful actions of 

Defendant as characterized by this Complaint, and/or statutory damages for counterfeiting, 

copyright infringement, and other actions as recoverable under the U.S. Lanham Act and/or 

Titles 35 and 17. 

H.  That Defendant be required to account for and to disgorge its profits and that Mya 

Saray be awarded its damages and that those damages be trebled, together with interest and 

costs; 

I. That Mya Saray be awarded its reasonable attorney’s fees and costs in this action; 

J. That all infringing articles and all means of making the same be delivered up and 

destroyed, at the costs of the Defendant; 

K. That this Court order the cancellation of any trademark rights recognized by the 

U.S. Patent and trademark office for any name, symbol, or device utilized by Defendant 

confusingly similar to any protectable trademark of Mya Saray, including Dabes’ U.S. 

Trademark Application Serial Nos.  86/025,182 and 86/025,122. 

L. That Mya Saray be awarded such further relief as this Court may deem  
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just and proper. 

JURY DEMAND 

 Mya Saray demands a trial by jury pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. Pro. 38 as to all issues triable 

of right to a jury. 

 

DATED: February 21, 2017 

            By ___________________________ 

      M. Keith Blankenship, Esq. 

      Attorney for Plaintiff 

      VSB# 70027 

      Da Vinci’s Notebook, LLC 

      10302 Bristow Center Dr 

      No. 52 

      Bristow, VA 20136 

      703-581-9562 

      keith@dnotebook.com 
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