Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Electronic Filing System. http://estta.uspto.gov
ESTTA Tracking number: ESTTA626609

Filing date: 09/11/2014

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Proceeding 91212921

Party Defendant
Gourmetgiftbaskets.com, Inc.

Correspondence DANIEL J BOURQUE

Address BOURQUE & ASSOCS PA

835 HANOVER ST STE 301

MANCHESTER, NH 03104-5401

UNITED STATES

tmfilings@nhpatlaw.com, dbourque @nhpatlaw.com, mmcnally@nhpatlaw.com

Submission Other Motions/Papers

Filer's Name DANIEL J. BOURQUE

Filer's e-mail tmfilings@nhpatlaw.com,mmcnally@nhpatlaw.com,dbourque @nhpatlaw.com
Signature /djb/

Date 09/11/2014

Attachments GBB objection to SJ motion and cross motion for SJ.pdf(491579 bytes )

melissa Mcnally Affidavit.pdf(64002 bytes )

ryan Abood affidavit.pdf(350476 bytes )

McNally Affidavit complete Exhibits to summary judgement motion objection-
Partl.pdf(5544784 bytes )

McNally Affidavit complete Exhibits to summary judgement motion objection-
Part2.pdf(5650358 bytes )

McNally Affidavit complete Exhibits to summary judgement motion objection-
Part3.pdf(5451549 bytes )

McNally Affidavit complete Exhibits to summary judgement motion objection-
Part4.pdf(3865824 bytes )

McNally Affidavit complete Exhibits to summary judgement motion objection-
Part5.pdf(3944258 bytes )

McNally Affidavit complete Exhibits to summary judgement motion objection-
Part6.pdf(5097050 bytes )

McNally Affidavit complete Exhibits to summary judgement motion objection-
Part7.pdf(5536967 bytes )

McNally Affidavit complete Exhibits to summary judgement motion objection-
Part8.pdf(5761389 bytes )

McNally Affidavit complete Exhibits to summary judgement motion objection-
Part9.pdf(1080240 bytes )



http://estta.uspto.gov

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

)

THE CO-EXECUTORS )
OF THE MICHAEL J. JACKSON )
ESTATE, )
)
Opposer, )
)
V. )
)
GOURMETGIFTBASKETS.COM, )
INC. )
)
Applicant. )

APPLICANT’S OBJECTION TO OPPOSER’S MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT AND
CROSS-MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

Preliminary Statement

Applicant Gourmetgiftbaskets.com, Inc. (“GGB”), by undersigned counsel, objects to opposer the
Co-executor’s of the Michael J. Jackson Estate’s (the “Estate™) motion for summary judgment and cross-
moves for summary judgment in its favor since there is no violation of section 2(a) of the Lanham Act.
As described more fully below, contrary to the Estate’s assertion, there is no genuine risk of confusion,

mistake or deception as to the source of the product at issue here — gourmet popcorn — and the applied for

“KINGOFPOP.COM & Design mark” (the “Mark™) is proper for registration. The
Estate’s broad sweeping attempt to monopolize the phrase “king of pop,” based on an oft used, honorary
entertainment moniker, and irrespective of design or context of the Mark at issue, simply is improper,
overbroad, and without merit. As described more fully below, the phrase “king of pop” is not a term
exclusively used to describe Michael Jackson. On the contrary, that phrase is associated with other
entertainers in the same industry that the Estate relies upon as well as with persons in other fields. In
addition to the basic reality that there have been and will continue to be many kings of pop, there also is

no risk of confusion given the design element of the Mark showing popcorn kernels as well as the



notoriety of the word “POP” as connected with popcorn in general and more specifically the popcorn
product at issue. Given the undisputed facts here, Applicant GGB is entitled to summary judgment and
should be permitted to register the Mark. However, should the Board determine that GGB is not entitled
to judgment as a matter of law, then there necessarily exists a genuine issue of material fact as to whether
the phrase “King of Pop” together with GGB’s design element, satisfies the four prongs of the false
connection test, and the Estate’s motion for summary judgment should be denied.

Factual Background

GGB is a small, family owned and operated business based in Kingston, New Hampshire. See
Affidavit of Ryan Abood (“Abood Aff.”) at §3. GGB creates handmade, high quality gift baskets, care
packages, unique gifts and other items for all occasions, which may be ordered via telephone, online, mail
or facsimile, and are delivered straight to the recipient’s door. Id. As part of its business, GGB offers a
number of different brands including gourmetgifts.com, gourmetcookies.com, strawberries.com,
cheesecake.com and “KingofPOP.com,” all affiliates of GGB. Through “KingofPOP.com” GGB offers

popcorn in a variety of signature tins and flavors. Id. at 94.

In connection with its expansion to include gourmet popcorn, GGB created the Mark

“king” “of” and “pop,” the Mark consists of a highly stylized and fanciful design
consisting of particular colors (yellow, brown, green, gold, and red), several popped popcorn kernels, as
well as a “crown” over the letter “O™ in the capitalized “POP.” It is also of note that it is a URL, and that
there are no spaces utilized. In other words, the Mark does not simply state “King of Pop” — there are a
number of design elements that show that the web site and the product sold at this web site is popcorn. In

designing this Mark, GGB wanted to play upon the word “POP” often used in marketing popcorn. Id. at

95; see also Affidavit of Melissa McNally (“McNally Aff.”) at Exhibit 13 (examples of various popcorn



marketing pieces emphasizing the word “Pop”). GGB intended this Mark to be used solely for the sale of
its popcorn. Abood Aff. at §7. There was no intent to suggest any affiliation with Michael Jackson. Id.

GGB filed its application to register the Mark on October 10, 2012. The Estate filed its
opposition on September 24, 2013, and subsequently, the pending motion for summary judgment.

Argument

Section 2(a) of the Lanham Act, 15 USC 1052, prohibits the registration of a trademark that
“falsely suggests a connection with persons, living or dead.” The Estate’s single contention in opposition
to the Mark is that the phrase “King of Pop,” is “so uniquely and unmistakably associated with Michael
Jackson that it is Michael Jackson’s name or identity”, and thus, any use of this phrase, regardless of
context or other distinguishing characteristics, necessarily becomes associated with Michael Jackson. In
other words, the Estate’s position is that a commonly used, entertainment industry nickname that some
people associate with a now deceased entertainer (and clearly associate with other entertainers) is
sufficient to preclude any use of this phrase by anyone else in any context and in particular, for the sale of
popcorn. Simply put, this position is flawed. Besides the extraordinarily broad restriction the Estate
seeks to impose through its opposition, the undisputed facts show that the moniker “King of Pop” as used
in the entertainment industry is a term that has been and may be applied to any number of individuals at
any given time depending upon the opinion of any given person, in addition to the undisputed application
of the phrase in other contexts outside of the pop-music industry. Further, even if true that Michael
Jackson is the exclusive “King of Pop” (which GGB contests), it is apparent from the Mark itself that the
word “POP” in the Mark, as well as the corresponding popcorn kernels which form part of the design
element in the Mark, is a clear reference to popcorn, not any suggestion of affiliation with Michael
Jackson, either direct or implied. As such, the factors required to find a violation of Section 2(a) are not
satisfied, and GGB is entitled to summary judgment as a matter of law. At the very least, there are issues
of fact that preclude granting summary judgment to the Estate.

[. Standard of Review




In reviewing a request for summary judgment, the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board applies the

standard set forth in Rule 56 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. See BellSouth Corp., v.

DataNational Corp, 60 F.3d 1565, 1569 (Fed. Cir. 1995). Under Rule 56, summary judgment is

appropriate when, “there is no genuine issue as to any material fact and the movant is entitled to judgment

as a matter of law.” Olde Tyme Foods, Inc. v. Roundy’s, Inc., 961 F. 2d 200, 202 (Fed. Cir. 1992). “In

order to establish that a factual dispute is genuine, the nonmoving party "need only present evidence from
which a jury might return a verdict in [its] favor. That is, the Board must view the evidence in the light
most favorable to the nonmovant.” Id. (citations omitted). Since opposing factual inferences may arise
from the same set of undisputed subsidiary facts, the Board must draw all reasonable inferences in favor
of the nonmovant. Id. Therefore, “there need not be a conflict in the evidence of the underlying facts to
preclude summary judgment..” Id.

To find a violation of Section 2(a) of the Lanham Act -- and to prevail in an opposition such as
this one-- four factors must be satisfied: (1) the mark is the same as, or a close approximation of, the
name of or identity previously used by another person; (2) the mark would be recognized as such because
it points uniquely and unmistakably to that person; (3) the person named by the mark is not connected
with the activities performed by the applicant under the mark; and (4) the prior user’s name or identity is
of sufficient fame or reputation that a connection with such a person would be presumed when applicant’s

mark is used on applicant’s goods. See In re Jackson Int’l Trading Co., 103 U.S.P.Q.2d (BNA) 1417,

1419 (TTAB 2012). “In order to prevail under the Lanham Act §2(a), an opposer must show a §2(d)

situation plus an intent, implied or actual, on the part of the applicant to trade on the goodwill possessed

by opposer in the mark.” Univ. of Notre Dame v. J.C. Gourmet Food Imports, Co., Inc., 703 F.3d 1372,
1375 (Fed. Cir. 1983). The Estate does not dispute that Michael Jackson was not involved (nor is the
Estate involved) with GGB’s popcorn line and thus, the third factor is not at issue. However, the Estate
has not, and cannot, satisfy the other three factors for a Section 2(a) violation of the Lanham Act and

cannot show a likelihood of confusion or intent by GGB.



I The Mark is Not Improper Since The Phrase “King of Pop” is not Synonymous Exclusively
with Michael Jackson.

The Estate’s opposition rises and falls upon the notion that the phrase “King of Pop” is an
honorific title exclusively used to describe Michael Jackson, and could not rationally or logically be
associated with another person or a product for that matter. Simply put, the Estate is incorrect.

The “King of Country”; the “Queen of Soul”; the “Princess of R&B”; the “King of Rock N Roll”;
the “King of Pop” — the list of honorific titles that are and have been used within the entertainment
industry goes on and on, with many different entertainers (and often multiple entertainers at the same
time) sharing reference to such a moniker. See McNally Aff. at Exhibit 1 (noting “honorific nicknames
are often part of the process of marketing and may be adopted or dropped by the press and fans over
time”). The fact that such a moniker may apply to more than one person at a particular time or over time
is logical — as these titles are meant to highlight the popularity of a particular person in a particular music
style at any given time. Id. This is not a title that, once named, is forever set in stone; a passing of the
torch — the completion of the reign — like any “royal” title, is meant to occur. The same is true of the
“King of Pop” title. See id. at Ex. 2 (noting Michael Jackson “wasn’t the first King of Pop, nor the last™);
Ex. 3 (article discussing the “top seven contenders for the new king of pop™); Ex. 4 (article title “Who’s
the King of Pop now?”). Indeed, this honorific title has become associated with a number of young,
popular, current entertainers who reflect the same type of admiration as Michael Jackson had in his time.

See Ex. 5 (“Justin Bieber replaces Michael Jackson as the King of Pop”); Ex. 6 (“What Can We Expect

from the Reigning King of Pop [Justin Timberlake]?); Ex. 7 (“Adam Levine: the New King of Pop”); Ex.
8 (Robbie Williams is Crowned King Of Pop...”); Ex. 9 (additional articles reflecting dubbing various
present day entertainers as the “King of Pop™). Further, all of this was true at the time GGB’s application
was submitted. See id.

The Estate seeks to distinguish these individuals and their association with the “King of Pop” title
by arguing that other candidates for the King of Pop simply highlights that Michael Jackson is the King of

Pop. However, while these articles sometimes reference Michael Jackson, what is apparent is that the



title is not eternally and exclusively tied to Michael Jackson, but rather, specifically contemplates other
Kings of Pop. Even a cursory review of such articles makes it readily apparent that there are several
Kings of Pop all at the same time and no doubt there will be plenty more Kings of Pop. Michael Jackson
may well have been one well known King of Pop, but the harsh reality for the Estate is that he is far from
the only one. In other words, these articles demonstrate a recognition that the title may be connected with
any number of individuals depending upon the subjective opinion of the author, reviewer, fan, or
consumer.

It is also indisputable that this title is broadly used in other contexts beyond the music industry

from artists, popsicles makers and even within the popcorn business. See McNally Aff. at Ex. 10 (“King

of Pop: Andy Warhol™); Ex. 11 (“King of Pops” popsicle website screenshot); Ex. 12 (“Who makes
Oprah’s favorite gourmet popcorn? Meet the King of Pop...”). In other words, contrary to the Estate’s
assertion, Michael Jackson is not the one and only person associated with the “king of pop” title. To the
contrary, he is but one of many.

Given the variability and subjectivity of the title itself, in addition to the number of contexts and
individuals in which it may be applied, the exclusive affiliation sought by the Estate to the term “king of
pop” is not proper and its opposition must fail.

I11. Even if Michael Jackson is Determined the “King of Pop” for Purposes of Trademark, The
Mark is Not Improper Since It Is Not A Close Approximation to His Purported Identity.

Even if the phrase “King of Pop” was determined to be exclusive to Michael Jackson, the Estate’s
opposition still would fail since the Mark is not a close approximation to Michael Jackson’s purported
identity as such. It is well established that this Board must review a mark as a whole, and not simply for

individual elements. Olde Tyme Foods, Inc., 961 F.2d at 203. It also is appropriate for the Board to

“oive greater force and effect to a dominant feature.” 1d. (brackets and quotations omitted). In this case,

the design features of the Mark — — are distinct and emphasize the association with

the product — popcorn. Taken as a whole, the design elements have great emphasis on the word “POP”—



by way of larger font size, colors and placement of other design elements — including the cartoonish
crown (in reference to the word “king”) and several large popped popcorn kernels. In other words, the
dominant feature to which a viewer’s eyes are first drawn is the term POP and its popcorn related design
elements—a word (POP) with a well-known link to popcorn — that is the dominant feature. See McNally
Aft. at Ex. 13 (marketing pieces for various popcorn companies emphasizing the word “POP”).

The Estate’s attempt to minimize the Mark’s dominant design elements also is without merit. In
order to draw away from these distinguishing design elements, the Estate has isolated each individual
element and assigned a particular meaning. However, that is not the standard — which requires review of

the Mark (and its design elements) as a whole. See Olde Tyme Foods, Inc., 961 F.2d at 203. As noted

above, viewing this mark as a whole, it is apparent that emphasis is on “POP” — a common occurrence in
the marketing of popcorn. See McNally Aff. at Ex. 13.

Further, the fact that the particular .com url was previously used by a fansite is irrelevant to the
issue here — the Mark as a whole. Although obvious, it should be noted that the url’s previous use clearly
did not have the same design elements and other distinguishing characteristics that is before the Board in
considering this Mark. The Estate’s reliance upon prior unsuccessful applications for the “King of Pop”
likewise is without merit. These previous applications do not denote any particular design element, let
alone the very distinct and unique design elements present in this Mark — elements that are very specific
to and designed to highlight the one product at issue — namely popcorn.

In this case, the Mark indisputably points or refers to popcorn, GGB’s product, rather than an
attempt to somehow suggest an affiliation with Michael Jackson and for this reason, the Estate’s
opposition should fail,

V. The Mark is Not Improper Since A Connection With Michael Jackson would not be
Presumed.

The Estate contends that the mere use of the phrase “King of Pop,” irrespective of the Mark’s
distinctive design elements and context of use, will unquestionably cause others to presume a connection

with Michael Jackson because he is “so famous.” Mot. For Summ. J. at 22. This conclusory statement



simply is not supported by the record presented or the Mark itself. As described in more detail above, the
Mark’s emphasis is not on the phrase “King of Pop” but rather, on the word “POP.” This is made even
more apparent by the design features, the larger font and placement of designs elements, including
popped popcorn kernels intricately placed in and around the letters of the word “POP”. Indeed, the
addition of the popcorn design element is actually two fold, drawing attention to the word “POP> as well
as identifying the product. This is a far cry from a company trying to capitalize on some indirect
suggestion of affiliation with Michael Jackson based upon some perceived nickname. To the contrary,
the design elements actually draw away from the complete phrase “king of pop” to focus on one word in
particular “POP” and to focus the attention of this word and the Mark as a whole to the product at hand
namely, popcorn. Further this emphasis or dominance on the word POP is not uncommon among
popcorn distributors and manufacturers. See McNally Aff. at Ex. 13. In fact, this was precisely the intent
of GGB in designing the Mark. Abood Aff. at 7.
As the Federal Circuit has noted:

Likely to cause confusion means more than the likelihood that the public will

recall a famous mark on seeing the same mark used by another. It must also be

established that there is a reasonable basis for the public to attribute the particular

product or service of another to the source of the goods or services associated

with the famous mark. To hold otherwise would result in recognizing a right in

gross, which is contrary to principles of trademark law and to the concepts

embodied in 15 U.S.C.S. §1052(d).

Univ. of Notre Dame, 703 F.2d at 1374. Here, while the phrase “king of pop” may make some consumers

recall Michael Jackson, this does not establish that the consumer automatically presumes his connection
with popcorn in general, much less with GGB’s brand of popcorn.

The Estate indicates that there is some confusion, in that at least one blogger has questioned the
use of the “kingofpop.com” and some comments from Twitter. However, such comments are hardly
representative of the public at large or an understanding that the presumption will exist in every
consumer’s mind or in the minds of perhaps more than a small handful of consumers. No evidence of
record indicates such a large scale connection. In fact, GGB has taken steps to avoid any such suggestion

of affiliation — it has not purchased search terms with google or similar search engines that would draw a



connection with a Michael Jackson search and has otherwise actively avoided other marketing that may
be seen to suggest an affiliation. Abood Aff. at §7.; see also McNally Aff. at Ex. 14 (KingofPOP.com
marketing examples). Further, there is nothing in the record to suggest that Michael Jackson has any
connection to food products, let alone popcorn, such that a consumer would think that the Mark (or
GGRB’s product) was somehow connected with or approved by Michael Jackson.

Since there no reasonable probability that a consumer would improperly presume an affiliation
based upon the Mark, the Estate’s opposition must fail.

Conclusion

For the reasons discussed more fully above, GGB is entitled to judgment as a matter of law on the
Estate’s opposition to its Mark. In the alternative, if the Board finds that GGB is not entitled to judgment
as a matter of law, then there necessarily exists a genuine issue of material fact as to whether the phrase
“King of Pop” together with GGB’s design element, satisfies the four prongs of the false connection test,

and the Estate’s motion for summary judgment should be denied.

Respectfully submitted,
Gourmetgiftbaskets.com, Inc.,

By its attorneys,

BOURQUE & ASSOCIATES, PA

o
fro"

Date: September 11,2014 By: e C_
Daniel I. Bourque, Esq. O

835 Hanover Street, Suite 301
Manchester, NH 03104
(603) 623-5111
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

THE CO-EXECUTORS
OF THE MICHAEL J. JACKSON
ESTATE,

Opposer,

V.

GOURMETGIFTBASKETS.COM,
INC.

Applicant.

AFFIDAVIT OF MELISSA MCNALLY IN SUPPORT OF APPLICANT’S OBJECTION
TO OPPOSER’S MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT AND CROSS-MOTION FOR
SUMMARY JUDGMENT

I, Melissa McNally, having been duly sworn, make this affidavit in support of
Gourmetgiftbaskets.com, Inc.’s (“GGB”) objection to Opposer, the Co-Executors of the Michael

Jackson Estate’s motion for summary judgment and GGB’s cross-motion for summary

judgment:
1. I am currently a paralegal at Bourque & Associates, P.A.
2. I am fully familiar with the facts set forth in this affidavit and make each

statement contained in this affidavit based upon my own personal knowledge or upon review of
files in my possession.
3. Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of a Wikipedia article titled “Honorific

Nicknames in Popular Music”, produced by GGB at GBASKET00182-00198.



14. Exhibit 12 is a true and correct copy of the article titled “Who Makes Oprah’s
favorite gourmet popcorn? Meet the king of pop...” produced by GGB at GBASKET00170-
00172.

15. Exhibit 13 is a true and correct copy of examples of various popcorn marketing
pieces emphasizing the word “Pop” for popcorn produced by GGB at GBASKET00261-00265.

16. Exhibit 14 is a true and correct copy of pages from the website of

GourmetGiftBaskets.com produced by GGB at GBASKET00280-00300.

Respectfully submitted,
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH

Personally appeared before me, the above named Melissa McNally, and made oath that
the foregoing statements are true and correct.

Date: <N\~ ’”\é\
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORLE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

GOURMETGIFTBASKETS.COM,
INC.

)

THE CO-EXECUTORS )
OF THE MICHAEL J. JACKSON }
ESTATE, )
)

Opposer, )

)

V. )
)

)

)

)

)

Applicant.

AFFIDAVIT OF RYAN ABOOD IN SUPPORT OF APPLICANT’S OBJECTION TO
AND CROSS-MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

I, Ryan Abood, having been duly sworn, make this affidavit in support of
Gourmetgifibaskets.com, Inc.’s (“GGB™) objection to Opposer the Co-Executors of the Michae]
Jackson Estate’s motion for summary judgment and GGB’s cross-motion for summary
judgment:

1. I'am currently the President and Chief Executive Office of GGB. My
responsibilities include day to day operation of GGRB, including its “King of POP” popcorn line.
2. I am fully familiar with the facts set forth in this affidavit and make each
statement contained in this affidavit based upon my own personal knowledge or upon review of

files i my possession.

3. GGB 1s a New Hampshire corporation that has been owned and operated by my

family since its inception in 2007. GGB creates handmade, high quality gift baskets, care



packages, unique gifts and other items for all occasions, which may be ordered via telephone,
online or facsimile, and are delivered straight to the recipient’s door.

4. As part of GGB’s business, it offers a number of different brands including
gourmetgifts,com, gourmetcookies.com, strawberries.com, cheesecake.com and
“KingofPOP.com,” which is an affiliate of GGB. Through “KingofPOP.com” GGB offers
popcorn in a variety of signature tins and flavors,

5. In designing the “KingofPOP” mark that would be used for our business --

-- I, and others in the company, were cognizant of and desired to play upon
the word “POP” which is often the focus of and a nickname for, popcorn products.

6. GGB intended to use this mark only for the sale of its popcorn.

7. GGB did not at the time and does not intend to capitalize upon a false affiliation
with Michael Jackson and has not taken any steps to do so. GGB has not purchased search terms
with google or similar search engines that would draw a connection with a Michael Jackson

search or engaged in any other marketing that may be seen as suggesting an affiliation.

Respectfully submitte@/

R\yffn Abood

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH

Personally appeared before me. the above named Ryan Abood. and made oath that the
foregoing statements are true and correct.



Date: Ol' (O’_‘"f
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N‘G@éy Public/Justice of th PSace
My Commission Expires:

MELISSA A. McNALLY, Notary Public
My Commission Expires August 10, 2016
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112172014 Honorific nicknames in popular music - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Honorific nicknames in popular music

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Honorific nicknames in popular music are often religious, familial, or
(most frequently) royal and aristocratic in nature and are used as a form
of expression in the media, or to identify the significance of an artist by
fans. Honorific nicknames were used in classical music in Burope as early
as the early nineteenth century, with figures like Mozart being called "The
father of modern music" and Bach "The father of modern piano music".[!]
They were also particularly prominent in Afiican American culture in the
post-Civil War era, perhaps as a means of conferring status that had
been negated by slavery,?} and as a resutt entered early jazz and blues
music, including figures such as Duke Ellington and Count Basie,[*]

Paul Whiteman was often referred to
as the "King of Jazz" in press releases

In American culture, despite its republican constitution and ideology, %]
honorific nicknames have been used to describe leading figures in various
areas of activity, such as industry, commerce, sport and the media;
father or mother have been used for innovators, and royal titles like
king and queen for dominant figures in a field.!>!®] In the 1930s and 1940, as jazz and swing music were gaining
popularity, it was the more commercially successful white artists Paul Whiteman and Benny Goodman who became
known as "The King of Jazz" and "The King of Swing" respectively, despite such genres of music originating from
African American culture.[”) These patterns of naming were transferred to rock and roll when it emerged in the
1950s. There was a series of attempts to find (and a number of claimants to be) the "King of Rock 'n' Roll", a title
that became most associated with Elvis Presley.[®] This has been seen as part of a process of the appropriation of
credit for innovation of the then new music by a white establishment.!”) Different honorifics have been taken or
given for other leading figures in the genre, such as "The Architect of Rock and Roll", by Little Richard from the
1990s,1191 but this term, Tike many, is also used for other important figures, in this case including pioneer electric

guitarist Les Paul.[!1]

Similar honorific nicknames have been given in other genres, including Aretha Franklin, who was literally crowned
"Queen of Soul" by disk jockey Pervis Spann on stage in 1968.112] Other nicknames have been adopted i direct
emulation of these, including Michael Jackson's title "King of Pop" from 1989.1'31114] Honorific nicknames are often
part of a process of marketing and may be adopted or dropped by the press and fans over time.!3] They have
been strongly promulgated and contested by various artists{16] and occasionally disowned or played down by their
subjects.!!”] Some notable honorific nicknames are in general usage and commonly identified with particular

individuals.

Individual titles

Contents:
Top-0-9-A-B-C-D-E-F-G-H'I'J-K-L-MN-O‘P-Q-R-S'T-U'V-W:X"Y-Z
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Honorific nicknames in popular music - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

12172014
Artist Title Country Source
Princess of R&B [18]
Aaliyah p&E United States
Queen of Urban Pop (19]
Lee Aaron Queen of Heavy Metal Rock |jJ Canada (20}
Roy Acuff King of Country B United States [ (21]
Adele Queen of Soul &g United Kingdom |[22]
Christina Aguilera | Princess of Pop B United States 23]
Rick Allen Thunder God &%= United Kingdom |{[24]
' Queen of Japanese Pop (23]
Namie Anuro | @ | Japan
The Japanese Madonna o (26]
The English Godfather o [27]
Don Arden E¥S United Kingdom
Mr. Big [27]
B
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Hong Kong singer Jacky
Cheung has been deemed the
"God of Songs"

Cuban singer Celia Cruz has
been called the "Queen of
Salsa"
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Joan Baez Queen of Folk B United (28]
States
Beck King of Slackers States
Belafonte King of Calypso States
Chuck Berry  |King of Rock and Roll States
[33]
Princess of Pop
. ¥ United
Beyonce Queen of Pop Music States [34]
Queen of R&B [35][36]
Empress of Soul (37]
Queen of Hip Ho : [23]
Mary J. Blige PP B United
Queen of Hip Hop Soul States (37](38]
Queen of R&B [39][40]
) [#%] South [41]
BoA Queen of K-Pop ¥ oren
Moya Brennan| First Lady of Celtic Music X ¥ Ireland (42]143]
_ . ] United [44]
Garth Brooks |King of Country States
Chris Brown |Prince of R&B M United  pasjra
States
Chuck Brown |Godfather of Go-Go M United [47)
States
Dennis Brown | Crown Prince of Reggae B Jamaica (48][49]
Godfather of Soul [50][51](52]
Hardest-working Man in Show o [51]
James Brown | Business B&E United
States
King of Soul [53]
Soul Brother No. 1. [52]
Ruth Brown [Queen of R&B [54](55]
Solomon |y 410 6fRock ' Soul [56]
LBurke
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Artist Title Country Source

Laura Canales |Queen of Tejano B United States |57

Mariah Carey |Queen of Pop ¥65 United States | 581159
Roberto Carlos | The King E5Y Brazil [eojre1]
Ceca The Queen R Serbia [62]
Clifton Chenier |King of Zydeco B United States  |[93)

Cher Queen of Reinvention P& United States [641(65]
Jacky Cheung |God of Song K% Hong Kong [66]

Leslie Cheung | Gor Gor (Big/Elder Brother) Hong Kong (67

Jay Chou King of Chinese Pop il Taivan [68]

Ciara Princess of Crunk & B B United States [69]

Fric Clapton  |God &y= United Kingdom | (7]

Kelly Clarkson |Pop Princess @& United States [7110721(73]
Keyshia Cole  |Princess of Hip Hop Soul | M United States |74
SamCooke  |King of Soul g United States | (751176177
Alice Cooper  |Godfather of Shock Rock | United States | [781[791(80](81]
Celia Cruz Queen of Salsa == Cuba [82]

Miley Cyrus | Teen Queen ¥ United States [83](84](85]
D

Artist Title Country Source
) . , & Puerto RiCO/m [86][87]

Daddy Yankee |[King of Reggaetén United States

Damares Queen Bee E&Y Brazi [881(89](50191]
Ray Davies Godfather of Britpop  |jggs United Kingdom  |[%2]
Villjanluri Y . [93)
Anasuya Devi Queen of Folk ot India

. Father of Mediterranean
. - [941[95]

Amr Diab Music i Egypt
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King of the Surf Guitar

Bs= United States

(96]

Celine Dion

Queen Celine

Queen of Pop

(971(98]

[58][99]

Fats Domino

King of Rock and Roll

B United States

[100]

Lonnie Donegan

King of Skiffle

B¢ United Kingdom

[101]

Rockim' Dopsie

Crown Prince of
Zydeco

g United States

[102]

Rocio Durcal

Queen of Ranchera

RBL103]

Bob Dylan

King of Folk

The crown prince of folk
music

The crown prince of folk

God of Folk

The poet ofhis
generation

Prophet of his
generation

Prophet of his age

Prophet 0f 1965

King of Folk-Rock

King of greatest-hits
packages

King of the folk scene

King of the Masquerade

Voice of a generation

Prophet of abstraction

Prophet of the Sixties

Prophet of Profit

Prophet of the new
consciousness

Prophet of protest

B United States

[104][105]

[106][107]

[108][109]

{110}

(111

[112]

[111]

[113]

(110}

[114]

[115]

[116]

[117]

[118]

[119][120]

[121]

[122]

[123]

E

hitp./fen.wikipedia.org/mik/Honorific_nicknames_in_popular_music

GBASKET-00186
16/50



112112014

Honorific nicknames in popular music - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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Nokie . . B United States /
' T [124])
Bdwards King of Guitars “e Japan
First Lady of Hip-Hop [125](126]
Hip-Hop Goddess [127][128]
Hip-Hop Heavyweight [129](130](131][132][133]
‘ [134][135][136]
glzsg Pufl Moy B8 United States
Queen of Hip Hop {137
Queen of Hip Hop (138]
Dance Music
Queen of Rap [139][140][141]
Emilio King of Tejano pEss United States [142]
Gloria
i . [143]
Bstefin Queen of Latin Pop == Cuba
F
Artist Title Country Source
Brenda Fassie | The Black Madonna South Afiica | [144][145](146]
Ella Fitzgerald First Lady of Song & Unifed States (147][148]
Red Foley Mr. Country Music M United States | [149]
Aretha Franklin | Queen of Soul Wi United States | [231[150]
Alan Freed King of Rock and Roll | m&& United States | [151]
G
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Juan Gabriel King of Latin Pop B Mexico (152]
Marvin Gaye Prince of Motown pE&E United States -
Prince of Soul [154]
Gloria Gaynor Queen of Disco gas United States | [159]
Sarah Geronimo Popstar Princess 38 Philippines [156]
Marika Gombitové |Songstress of the Century |y Slovakia (157](158]
Benny Goodman | King of Swing = United States |15
Vern Gosdin The Voice s United States | [160]
Amy Grant Queen of Christian Pop js United States | [161[162]
H
Artist Title Country Source
Bill Haley King of Rock and Roll | United States [151]
Rob Halford Metal God £ United Kingdom  |[163]
John Lee Hooker | King of the Blues EE United States [164]
Pop Princess [165]
Whitney Houston | Prom Queen of Soul | United States [166]{167]
The Voice [168]
Samuel Hui God of Songs 3 Hong Kong (169]
I
Iggy Pop Godfather of Punk ME United States [170){171)
Rhoma Irama King of Dangdut M [ndonesia [172]
J
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Ayi Jihu The Chinese Madonna B China (173](174]
Princess of Pop [175]
Janet Jackson  [Queen of Pop m&E United States (176]
Queen of R&B (177}
Mabhalia Jackson |Queen of Gospel = United States (178]
Michael Jackson |King of Pop gs= United States [179](180]
Cui Jian I(g(r)e:;rlx(df%ither of Chinese éuh;;;’eople‘s Republic of |55
iﬁg:rsl(;mon Father of'the Texas Blues | United States [182]
Joan Jett Godmother of Punk B United States [183]
Robert Johnson }ir) ?[ndfmher ofRock and B United States (184]
Al Jolson g]l fer\iva(;lréi’s Greatest i United States [185]
Janis Joplin Queen of Rock and Roll | United States [186](187]
Scott Joplin King of Ragtime (writers) | United States (188]
Louis Jordan King of the Jukebox & United States [189]
José José The Prince of Song N+l Mexico [190]
Jully Black Queen of Canadian R&B |J%jf Canada [191]
K
Artist Title Country Source
R. Kelly Ring of R&B M United States .
King of Pop-Soul [193]
Alicia K eys Queen of R&B B United States | [1941(195]
Khaled King of Rai B | Algeria (196]
B.B. King King of the Blues M United States | [197](198]
Gladys Knight Empress of Soul M United States | [199)(2001(201]
Frankie Knuckles |Godfather of House meii United States | [202]
Joseph Koo Godfather of Cantopop | Jjglf Hong Kong  [[203]
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Artist Title Country Source
Princess of Pop (204](205]
Lady Gaga |New Queen of Pop = United States | [2061207)
The Next Madonna [208][209]{210](211][212]
Laurel :
Adtken Godfather of Ska B Jamaica [213]
Pop-Punk Princess [214](215]
Avril
i i [216][217]
Lavigne Pop Punk Rock Princess  |§#jf Canada
Punk Rock Princess [218][219][220]
Johnny .. .
[221][222][223]
Logan Mr. Eurovision ¥ § [reland
Les Paul Architect of Rock and Roll | United States|[!1]
Lil Brianna  |Princess of the South B United States| [224]
Lil' Kim Queen Bee B United States| [2251(226]
Godmother of Hip-Hop and [227][228]
Lil Mo R&B m&& United States
Queen of Shade [229]
Elisa Princess of Dansband
[230]
Lindstrém | Music Sweden
Little Architect of Rock and Roll [231]
Rich M@ United States
chard King of Rock and Roll [232]
Kenny . .
K
Loggins  [go ui;’é;};iMO“e & United States |[2331234)
Toby Love |King of Crunkchata M&E United States | [235]
First Lady of Country _ [236]
Loretta Lynn M United States
Queen of Country [237][238]
- . £ United [239][240]
Vera Lynn | Forces sweetheart Kingdom
M
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First Lady of Pop L)
Madonna Princess of Pop s United States [243]
Queen of Pop [23][242)[244]
Queen of Reinvention (245][246]
Miriam Makeba ~ |Mama Afiica BB South Afiica  [[247]
Teena Marie tvory Queen of Soul B United States -
Lady T [248]
Reba McEntire Queen of Country BeE United States | [237][249]
Lydia Mendoza Queen of Tejano B United States [250]
Daniela Mercury | Queen of Axé ¥ Brazl [251]
L iz Miriell Queen of Broadway s United Stato [252](253]
Queen of Hollywood ' (254]
Goddess of Pop [255][256]{257]
Kylie Minogue Princess of Pop Bl Australia (258]
Queen of Pop [259][260][261]
Misia Queen of Ballads ‘& Japan [262]
Queen of Japanese Soul | ™ [263]
Hibari Misora Queen of Japanese Pop || '@ | Japan [264][265]
Monica R&B Princess B United States [266]
Bill Monroe Father of Bluegrass & United States [267]
Rudy Ray Moore | Godfather of Rap M United States | [268]
Giorgio Moroder  |Father of Disco XN taly [269]
Jim Morrison King of Orgasmic Rock |m# United States | [270]
Morrissey Pope of Mope Eg= United Kingdom | [271]
Anita Mui Queen of Canto Pop Y Hong Kong [272]{273]
Madonna of Asia [274]
Zeki Miiren Sun of Art B Tukey (275)
Peter Murphy Godfather of Goth Egs United Kingdom | [276]
My Tam (MJ Tém) | The Queenof V-Pop ||l Viet Nam [277]
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Artist Title Country Source
Stevie
: : 278](279
Nicks Queen of Rock and Roll B85 United States | [ ]
Thanh Niga The Queen of Cai lwong (Vietnamese B9 South Vietnam |[250]
Renovated Opera) —
By British India/
Noor Jeh e [281)
oor Jehan | Queen of Melody 'R Pakistan
Brandy . .
[266]
Norwood Pop Pricess B United States
0
Artist Title Country Source
Odetta Queen of American Folk Music | g United States | (282]
Ormr Osh Godfather of Heavy Metal United Kinad [283]
zzy Osbourne nited Kingdom
Prince of Darkness == g [283]
Johnny Otis | Godfather of Rhythm and Blues | M United States | [284]
P
Artist Title Country Source
Jay Park Fresh Prince of Seoul Mes§ United States/i';g ¢, South (285](286]
Korea
Dolly Parton  |Queenof Country |l United States [237]
Charley Patton Father of the Delta BEE United States [287]
Blues
Luciano .
. ST . [288]
Pavaro; King ofthe High C's || )} ltaly
Carl Perkins ~ |King of Rockabilly s United States [289]
Elvis Presley  [King of Rock and Roll| & United States (290}
Lisa Marie Princess of Rock and
 Unit [291]
Presley Roll M United States
R
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Joey Ramone | Godfather of Punk was United States |(292]
Johnnie Ray | Prince of Wails g United States |[293]
Otis Redding  |King of Soul Ess United States |(294]
Lou Reed Godfather of Punk g United States |[295]
Rihanna Princess of Pop &Y Barbados -
R&B Princess - [2971[298][299){300]
Paulina Rubio | The Mexican Madonna |+l Mexico [301]
Jimmie Rodgers |Father of Country Music |j&& United States |[302]
Rozalla Queen of Rave B Zambia [303]

S
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Artist Title Country Source
Romeo
Santos King of Bachata R United States
Chuck
- . : [305]
Schuldiner Father of Death Metal #i&8 United States
Shirley Scott |Queen of the Organ B United States (306]
Gil Scott-
: o [268]
Heron Godfather of Rap B United States
- . KR Mexico/sa (307]
Selena Tejano music queen United States
Frank Sinatra|Chairman of the Board &2 United States (308]
ueen of Soul i y g | B
Nina Simons Q i United States/j{ |
High Priestess of Soul France (310]
Siowsie Godmother of Goth gy United Kingdom | [311]
Sioux
Voice of Asia [312]
Siti Nurhaliza s Malaysia
Asia's Celine Dion [313]
[310]
Bessie Smith | Empress of the Blues M United States
Patti Smith | Godmother of Punk B United States (314]
. The Underground QU.CCI] of . [315][316][317]
Sy Smith R&B and Soul B United States
' Princess of Pop [231318]
}S3ntney B United States
pears Queen of Pop [319](320]
Dusty < T [321][322]
Springfield White Queen of Soul By United Kingdom
Bruce
: J [323]
Springsteen The Boss BEE United States
Candi Staton | First Lady of Southern Soul | g8 United States [324]
Stevie B King of Freestyle W& United States (325]
George Strait { King of Country & United States [326]
Donna
S . Queen of Disco &8 United States
Sylvester | Queen of Disco W& United States (327]
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Artist Title Country Source
Alan Tam Principal (Tam) B Hong Kong [328]
Koko Taylor Queen of the Blues B United States  |[329)
Thalia Queen of Latin pop ¥) Mexico (330]
Irma Thomas Soul Queen of New Orleans |g United States [331]
Prince of Pop 332]
Justin Timberlake |(New) King of Pop g&g United States | [333]
President of Pop [334]
Dick Todd King of the Jukebox g United States | [335]
Pete Townshend | Godfather of Punk B United Kingdom |[336]
Gloria Trevi The Mexican Madonna Bl Mexico [337]
Tina Turner Queen of Rock ®& United States (23]
U
Artist Title Country Source
Hikaru Utada Diva of Asia ' @ !Japan [338]
\%
Artist Title Country Source
Viguen Sultan of Pop S I1an (339
\%%
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Artist Title Country Source
Liza Wang Big Sister B Hong Kong [340]
Dionne
i s Uni atc [341]
Warwick Princess of Pop United States
Dinah QUCCI] of'the . [342][343]
Washington | Blues B8 United States
Paul Weller | Modfather g3 United Kingdom [344]
. Queen of : [345][346]
Kitty Wells Country & United States
Paul Whiteman | King of Jazz E&E United States [710151]
e Mister
 Uni (347]
Jackie Wilson Fxciterment B&8 United States
Tony Wilson  |Mr Manchester |38 United Kingdom [348](349]
Wendy O. Queen of Shock | . | ‘ [350]
Williams Rock &8 United States
Diva of Asia R Hong Kong/il People's L1
Faye Wong . .
Heavenly Queen |Republic of China [351]
Tammy First Lady of . [352][353]
Wynette Country B United States :
X
Artist Title Country Source
Xuxa Queen of Children (354]
Y
Artist Title Country Source
Yuri The Mexican Madonna ¥+l Mexico (355]
|Neil Young | Godfather of Grunge ¥+l Canada (356]
Z
Artist Title Country Source
Jimmy Zémbé King et LTUngary (357](358]
Contents: J
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Group titles
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Artist(s) Title Country Source
. America's Greatest Rock | g United [359](360]
Aerosmith and Roll Band States
Anthrax
Megadeth Big Four of Thrash B United (361][362](363]
Metallica States
Slayer
C ’ m United [364]
The Beach Boys America's Band States
The Beatles Fab Four m United [365]
Kingdom
. B8 United
Dusty Springfield Kingdom
Aretha Franklin Five Mighty Pop Divas of [(366]
Martha Reeves the Sixties M United
Diana Ross States
Dionne Warwick
Five Stairsteps First Family of Soul M United [3671[368]
States
The Jackson 5 First Family of Soul m United (367]
States
Jacky Cheung
Leon Lai Four Heavenly Kings of | Jj3 Hong (6]
Andy Lau Chinese Pop Kong
Aaron Kwok
My Linh (D3 My Linh)
Thanh Lam (Poan
Thanh Lam)
Hong Nhung (Lé Hong | Four divas of Vietnam Viet Nam | (369]
Nhung)
Tran Thu Ha (7¥dn
Thu Ha)
America's Greatest Rock M&& United
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R.EM. and Roll Band States [370]
. World's Greatest Rock and | g2 United [371]
The Rolling Stones Roll Band Kingdom
. ‘%8¢ South
- A0 [372]
TVXQ The Kings OfK-POP K orea G
See also
» Jazz royalty
= Sobriquet
» Teen idol
Annotations

* A denotes template, ie. for sources where a reference is alluded to, or given in part, but not specified in

enough detail. Their factuality, thus, may or may not be in question.
B denotes template [0#7ce needs transiation] ; o for source(s) that needs to be translated.

* C denotes template, Le. for source(s) very possibly being unreliable
* D denotes template, i.e. for source(s) that have been checked, but did not contain the cited material,
* E denotes template, i.e. clarification of wording or interpretation is needed.

= F denotes template, i.e. source cannot be verified.
» G denotes template The discussed artists themselves and/or only one cited person?
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Michael Jackson wasn't the first King of
Pop, nor the last

Frank Sinatra is perhaps the first musician who can lay claim to the
term King of Pop. Now there's a new one every other week

A fast-revolving chair ... the original King of Pop, Frank Sinatra. Photograph: Michael Ochs Archjv es/Getty

In the wake of his death, I see constant references to Michael Jackson as the King of
Pop. The first time I heard this term was when Jackson's PR handlers enforced it in

1993, warning journalists and magazines that they had to use it to describe Michael,
GBASKET-00153
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otherwise they wouldn't get access to him.

This is an unusually crude way of conferring a title on a star, and while it would have
been an appropriate title for Jackson during the years when he really was the King of
Pop (1982-3, the era of Thriller's dominance of the world's charts), by 1993, when his
handlers insisted on it, he was nothing of the kind. The general public regarded him

more as a king of shadows, or of weirdness.

The King of Pop is a notional title; few can agree who it should apply to, or even what it
means. But to my mind it applies when the most popular artist of the time also happens
to be the most influential and mnovative. Through the history of popular music, there
has often been one all-conquering, all-influential act on top of the pile who can be said to
be such a King of Pop. But this throne is a fast-revolving chair, and several artists have a
greater claim than Jackson, based on the breadth of their work and the longevity of their

heyday.

Frank Sinatra was the King of Pop in the mid-1940s; perhaps the first bearer of the
- crown. Elvis Presley was King of Pop from 1956, when he exploded like a supernova on
to world consciousness, until 1960, when he emerged from the army and began his fade

into a routine of bad Hollywood films.

The Beatles were the Kings of Pop longer than anyone, towering over the worlds of
music, youth culture and fashion from their arrival on US TV screens in early 1964, until
their split, and it's arguable that as solo artists both Lennon and McCartney ~ and even

George Harrison during the global success of All Things Must Pass in 1970-1 — continued
to occupy the throne for a year or so afterwards.

Jackson's ascent to the throne came with the great singles Beat It and Billie Jean, his
series of groundbreaking videos and the chart dominance of Thriller. I still remember
how Jackson's very name, during those two years of 1982-3, stood for a lightning-sharp
energy, a fusion of incredible singing and supernatural dancing. He was it.

But then Prince trumped him in 1984, releasing Purple Rain — album, single and movie ~
and displaying equally outrageous dance moves and singing. He boasted a prodigious
armoury of musical and arrangement skills ~ not least the most soulful lead-guitar
playing since Hendrix — and a sly, sexy, mischievous humour that made Jackson, by
contrast, look tense and two-dimensional. Prince's name replaced Jackson's as that most
synonymous with brilliance and sharpness, and he occupied the throne till 1988, when
Lovesexy failed to maintain the standard of his previous four albums.

t

Since then Kings of Pop have come and gone with Icreasing rapidity (and, some %l}%%lslxm—om 54
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say, vapidity), but Jackson hasn't been among them. He deserves to be remembered as
a superlative talent. But, to my mind, he was only truly the King of Pop for two years in

the early 8os.
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their f; defi eI 08 Mar 2014 1 e
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10 of the best: 90s R&B 26 Feb 2014 Results Are Impressive!) (Hollyscoop)
The Beatles’ Favorite Costar Dies at 82 (AARP)

GBASKET-00155

ttp:/Amw theg uardian.com/music/musicblog/2009/ui/13/michael-jackson-king -~of-pop 3/4



3/4/2014 Michael Jackson wasn't the first king of pop, nor the last | Mike Scott | Music | theguardian.com

© 2014 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated com panies. All rights reserved.

GBASKET-00156

itp:/Amww.theg uar dian.comvmusic/musicblog /2009/ul/1¥/michael~jackson-king -of-pop 44



EXHIBIT 3



1/21/2014 Top 7 Contenders for the NewKing of Pop | SPIKE

10 | SEARCH

Follow us on

MMA& SPORTS  ENTERTAINMENT NEWS  DIGITAL MAN

SHOWS  FULL EPISODES VIDEO

$:00pm Cops: Stupid Criminals #2007 l 9:30pm Cops: In Denial #2011

SCHEDULE

| iNK maSTER

‘ 10:00pm Cops: Coast to Coast #1707

#MUSIC

THE TOP SEVEN CONTENDERS FOR THE NEW
KING OF POP
bydsussman July02, 2009 al 12:36AM | Views: 1,890

Like {0 ]

Now that MI has passed, the need for a new pop icon ta fili the large woid is an absolute necessity for fans as well
as tha music industy. Even though there will never ever be another Michasl Jackson and no one will ever come
close to his level of success, there has to be someone who will be able step up and become the King of Pop for

the 21st century.

Sorry, Prince. | think you're a little too otd, buddy...

7. Ne-Yo
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Source. Frank Micololta/Getty Images

Ne-Yo is, without a doubt, an R&B singer at his roots, but when he dropped the title track from Because of You

THE DAILY FOUR

backin 2007, it became very clear that he was something a tad more extraordinary. Agreat pop act needs 10 be

able to satisfya number of different fans and Ne-Yo has & very unique way of doing it. Even though he's not an MC,
Shaffer Chimere Smith has the ability to hoid his own by sing-rapping on sireet MC tracks like Game's “Camera
Phone" and the smoothed-out Plies Joint “Bust it Baby PL2.” His producing skills also set him apart from most

R&B/pop acts.

Ne-Yo's work ethic is second-to-none and his knack for working with a very broad and wide range of artists could

easily make him one of the biggest musical names in the coming years.

6, The-Dream
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Producer-turned-solo-artists are nothing new in the world of hip-hop, but The-Dream (AKA Terius Nash) is pretly
unique within that exclusive crowd.

We first have to acknowledge the fact that Dream produced Rihanna's "Umbrella® and Beyonce's “Single Ladies
(Puta Ring on 1t)," easily two of the biggest pop songs of the last five years. His first solo effort Love Hate was no
doubt a great freshman effort for the high-pitched R&B synth-popper, but the growth shown on Love vs. Money
seems lo bruly be a vision of greater things to come. I'm going to come out and say right now that "Rockin® That
Sh*t"is by far one of the best pop tracks of the year and the remixis even better. Dream doesn't have the greatest
voice nor the chiseled-chin tooks to keep everyladyon the planet hanging on his every word, but f really do believe
he has yet to hit his absolute peak and will do so at some pointin the very near future.

5. Andre 3000

Zayats vs, Nowton Praview
16 people reconmend this.

| One Ring to Kill Them All
84 people recommend this,

Characters Assassination
§ 66 people recommend this.

g is Crying Going To Help?
8 people recommend this.
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216 people recommend this.
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3 people recommend this,

Faceback social plugin

Source: Stephen Lovekin/Getty Imagos

This mayseem like a curveball for some, but to me, it makes total sense. With a little work on a few minor details,
Andre could be the total package. Shoot, he aimostis now.

Like Michael, Dre has continued to evolve as an arlist throughout his entire career. It even feels fike he's a different
being on every singfe LP he's been assaciated with. But enough of all that, let’s talk about his skills as an MC,
singer, and songwriter. | don't think we really need to dive deep about why Andre is one of the most unique

lyricists of all ime. All you realfy need to do is pick up anyone of the first three Outkast records to understand. The
most amazng thing about Andre as an artistis how he was able to transition from a semi-underground Alanta
rapper to a pop superstar gracing the screens of MTV alf over the world. When “Hey Yal" dropped back in 2003, it
became one of Oukast's biggest hits ever and showed the true range of Andre as an artist. He may not have the
most jaw-dropping voice on the planet, butitis a million times better than most rappers trying to sing. Benjamin
has always been ahead of his time and ! still feel the best s yet to come. His solo project is supposediy due by
the end of the year and | can only hope thatit will live up to the hype

4. Usher
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Source: Frank Micelotte/Golly Images

You could easily make & case that Usher was the Michae Jackson of the late-'90s to early-2000s. He had the
woice, ill dance moves, and dashing good looks. To date, Usher has sold approXmately 38 million albums
worldwide and has won five Grammy Awards. Usher was also ranked as the 21st most successful Hot 100
Singles Artist of all-time by Billboard magazne. He ranked higher than any other artist of his generation. These
stats can easlly help make a case for why he should be crowned the new King of Pop. He has been dealing with
some personal issues of late, but with the tragic death of MJ, ! can see Usher wanting to claim his top spot as
soon as possible.

Tags: pop, andre 3000, kanye west, chris brown, the-dream. the dream, usher, top 10s, king of pop, justin
timberake, michael jackson, ne-yo, top 7
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Who’s King of Pop Now?

By JESSE KORNBLUTH
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There are things that do not happen in the real world. Noam ) o
Chomsky becoming president, Unflattering photos of Jennifer TWMTTER
Aniston. Apple doubling the price of iPhones so its Chinese assemblers o GOOGLES
can work a 40-hour week. b e
SAVE

Or Leonard Cohen, at 77, occupying the No. 1 position in music at - EuAL T
Amazon.com for his just-released “Old Ideas.” L C

: SHARE ;
And yet Mr, Cohen not only vaulted to the top of Amazon music last . priny :
week with his new collection of songs, he stayed there for a week, © reermts

until Adele — who has already sold 7.5 million copies of her latest
release in the United States alone — got a second wind and sent him !

reeling down to No. 4.

Nothing about Mr. Cohen’s late-life success readily computes. His

range as a composer is limited; as he has noted, “People said I knew three chords when I
knew five.” His vocal range is even more limited. A fan got it exactly right when he said,
“No one can sing a Leonard Cohen song the way Cohen himself can’t.” The dirge-like
songs and midnight voice that result are an easy target for reviewers. He's “the poet
laureate of pessimism.” “The grocer of despair,” “The godfather of gloom.” “The prince of

Log in ta see what your friends are sharing Log In With Facebook ]
on nytimes.com. Frivacy Policy | What's
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bummers.” And, inevitably, “music to slit your wrists to.”

al

And this codger is, however briefly, the King of Pop?

N340 |

Yes, and the joke’s on Pop, Our absurd political and media squabbles have created

MORE IN OPINION (1 OF 32 ARTICLES)
Op-Ed Contributor: A Trophy Hunt
That’s Good for Rhinos

Read More »

vacuum of gravitas. That has turned Leonard Cohen into a trending topic, and for {
simplest of reasons: he's an authentic seeker. And Mr. Cohen'’s not the only musician with
a fan base that spans decades. Look at the Amazon music best-seller list: Adele is 23 years
old, but just behind her are Paul McCartney (69), Eddie Van Halen (57), Mr. Cohen, an
Amnesty International tribute to Bob Dylan (70) and Bruce Springsteen (62). Further
down the list: 85-year-old Tony Bennelt’s collection of duets. Honorable mention: Paul
Simon, now 70, for his 2011 collection, his best in 25 years.

Until the last century, there was no expectation that artists would constantly change styles
and messages. It was enough that they did something well. Over time, with work and
grace, they saw more, went deeper, gave their audiences greater satisfaction. Now art is
like fashion. Careers have stages. Novelty and astonishment are now synonymous with

art,
The musicians who top the Amazon list are fully formed. In 1962, Mr. McCartney began
writing his generation’s best pop songs; he still has the touch. Mr. Springsteen has been

standing up for the forgotten since the mid-'70s, Mr. Dylan says he now has to work
conscientiously to produce songs that used to drop into his hands, but he gets it done.
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These are our elders, making mature music for an audience hungry for maturity. And one
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of the oldest of these elders leads the pack. The last, best laugh is Leonard Cohen's. °
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examiner.com
Justin Bieber replaces Michael
Jackson as the 'King of Pop’

November 27, 2012

Can you believe the news saying that

Justin Bieber has replaced the “King of
Pop” Michael Jackson? According fo a
report on Nov. 24 in The Celebrity Café
that is exactly what Oprah has deemed to

gettyimages
be true.

8§ Beverly Mucha
| Jackson Celebrity Examiner Michael Jackson earned that title and held

everyone in awe with his iconic tunes,
individuality, style and lyrics. Millions of
Hollywood fans have followed him and his music for
decades. His music brought life and hopes
to other musicians that they too can move
up in the world, do what they love and bring
forth their inner self to the world through his

music.

Now, Oprah thinks that Justin Bieber is the
new “King of Pop”. Can this be true? Can
Michael Jackson be replaced that easily?

Hollywood, CA

According to Hollywood Life, Oprah said;

“There's never been a star like you.,” Justin
questioned her statement and Entertainment Wise reported Oprah's response. She said;
“Obviously, lots of people compare your audiences to Michael Jackson's audienceSRaSiE-00244
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