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Elizabeth J. Winter, Interlocutory Attorney:

On May 20, 2008, pursuant to the parties’ settlement
agreement, applicant filed a proposed amendment to its
application Serial No. 77047304, with opposer's written
consent.

By the proposed amendment applicant seeks to change the
recitation of services from:

"Income tax preparation; Tax consultation; Tax filing
services; Tax preparation,"

To:?!

"Income tax preparation; Tax consultation; Tax filing
services; Tax preparation all of the foregoing excluding
credit, debit card, payment card, ATM, banking and other
payment services and related products."

! The proposed amended wording is underlined.
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The proposed amendment is unacceptable to the extent that
the wording “and other payment services and related
products” is indefinite. Specifically, the nature of the
excluded services and products is unclear. For these
reasons, the proposed amendment is DENIED.? See Trademark
Rules 2.32(a) (6), 2.32(d), 2.71(a) and 2.133(a), 37 C.F.R.
§§ 2.32(a) (6), 2.32(d), 2.71(a) and 2.133(a). See also TMEP
§ 1402.01 (5th ed. 2007).

Inasmuch as the parties appear desirous of settling this
matter, applicant is allowed until THIRTY DAYS from the date
of this order to file a consented amendment to the
identification of goods in compliance with Trademark Rule
2.71(a), 37 C.F.R. § 2.71(a), failing which this proceeding
will resume based on the current recitation of services.

This proceeding is SUSPENDED.

LY

NEWS FROM THE TTAB:

The USPTO published a notice of final rulemaking in the
Federal Register on August 1, 2007, at 72 F.R. 42242. By
this notice, various rules governing Trademark Trial and
Appeal Board inter partes proceedings are amended. Certain
amendments have an effective date of August 31, 2007, while
most have an effective date of November 1, 2007. For
further information, the parties are referred to a reprint

*The assigned Interlocutory Attorney would accept applicant’s
proposed amendment with the subject phrase changed to the following:
“and other electronic payment services and related electronic
payment products”. Applicant may wish to consult with the Examining
Attorney assigned to the opposed application prior to publication to
ascertain acceptable language.
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of the final rule and a chart summarizing the affected
rules, their changes, and effective dates, both viewable on
the USPTO website via these web addresses:
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/com/sol/notices/72fr42242 .pdf
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/com/sol/notices/72fr42242 FinalR
uleChart.pdf

By one rule change effective August 31, 2007, the Board's
standard protective order is made applicable to all TTAB
inter partes cases, whether already pending or commenced on
or after that date. However, as explained in the final rule
and chart, this change will not affect any case in which any
protective order has already been approved or imposed by the
Board. Further, as explained in the final rule, parties are
free to agree to a substitute protective order or to
supplement or amend the standard order even after August 31,
2007, subject to Board approval. The standard protective
order can be viewed using the following web address:
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/dcom/ttab/tbmp/stndagmnt .htm




