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This is in regards to application number 78813830 opposition 91174366.

SYSTEMA is not a generic term for a particular type of martial art. The word SYSTEMA
is not similar in its meaning and effect to “karate” or “tae kwon do” rather specific to this
particular form of martial art. The words “karate” or “tae kwon do” are not affiliated with
any specific martial artist while the word SYSTEMA means “the martial art presented by
Vladimir Vasiliev and his teacher in Moscow, Mikhail Ryabko.”

As proof, attached please find the approval of the Canadian trademark for the word
SYSTEMA.

SYSTEMA trademark has also been approved and registered in Germany and
Switzerland.

The grounds for opposition seem to be inaccurate:

1. The Opposer’s primary instructor, John Giduck, only met with Vladimir Vasiliev
in September 1997 at the Soldier of Fortune convention in Las Vegas and
received a certificate of SYSTEMA instructor shortly afterwards.

2. Included is an article from Black Belt magazine February 2007 issue. Black Belt
is the biggest and most popular martial art magazine in North America. The Black
Belt article clearly illustrates how the word SYSTEMA describes the martial art
style taught by its founder outside of Russia Vladimir Vasiliev.

3. Opposer’s primary instructor, John Giduck’s SYSTEMA instructor certificate,
issued by Vladimir Vasiliev, is no longer valid as all SYSTEMA affiliates were
notified that all certificates issued before 2003 are no longer valid.

4. Applicant is Canadian citizen but most of the Applicant’s customers, distributors,
and affiliate schools are based and located in the United States of America.

5. The purpose of establishing this trademark is to protect our affiliate schools in the
United States of America and to prevent the inappropriate or misleading use of
this word.

6. SYSTEMA is not a generic term for a particular type of martial art.
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