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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer Information

Name Thule Trailers, Inc.

Granted to Date 03/08/2006

of previous

extension

Address P.O. Box 8126 100 Benton Avenue

Winslow, ME 04901
UNITED STATES

Attorney Tracy Druce and Elizabeth Pasquine

information Novak Druce & Quigg LLP

1300 Eye Street, NW400 East Tower

Washington, DC 20005

UNITED STATES

trademark@novakdruce.com Phone:202.659.0100

Applicant Information

Application No 78452679 Publication date 11/08/2005
Opposition Filing 03/08/2006 Opposition 03/08/2006
Date Period Ends

Applicant Master Lock Company

P.O. Box 927 137 W. Forest Hill Avenue
Oak Creek, WI 53154
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 012.

All goods and sevices in the class are opposed, namely: Vehicle security, towing, cargo carrying,
cargo securing, and accessory products, namely, vehicle steering wheel locks, vehicle airbag locks,
anti-theft locks for use on automobile pedals, spare tire locks, vehicle hitch receiver pins and clips,
vehicle hitch receiver locks, towing couplers and locks and hatch locks therefor, trailer locks, safety
chains in the nature of towing security chains for vehicles, trailer hitches, trailer hitch balls, trailer
hitch ball locks, trailer hitch ball mounts, vehicle hitch ball mounts, vehicle hitch ball covers,
automotive vehicle wheel parts, namely, lug nuts, wheel locks, wheel spacers for trailers, wheel
bearing protectors for vehicles; automotive vehicle parts, namely, hitch ball reducer bushings,
receiver covers, tow hooks for vehicles, tow straps, bicycle racks for vehicles, tow bars for vehicles,
cargo carriers for vehicles, fold-away cleats for vehicles, and pocket stake anchors for vehicles

Attachments PRO SERIES Notice of Opposition.pdf ( 3 pages)

Signature [/Elizabeth Pasquine/

Name Elizabeth Pasquine
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Date 03/08/2006




Opposer Thule Trailers, Inc. with a place of business at 100 Benton Avenue,
Winslow, Maine 04901 (“Thule”), believes it will be damaged by registration of the PRO
SERIES mark as shown in intent-to-use application Serial No. 78/452,679 by Master Lock
Company (“Applicant”), published in the Official Gazette dated November 8, 2005, for “vehicle
security, towing, cargo carrying, cargo securing, and accessory products, namely, vehicle
steering wheel locks, vehicle airbag locks, anti-theft locks for use on automobile pedals, spare
tire locks, vehicle hitch receiver pins and clips, vehicle hitch receiver locks, towing couplers and
locks and hatch locks therefor, trailer locks, safety chains in the nature of towing security chains
for vehicles, trailer hitches, trailer hitch balls, trailer hitch ball locks, trailer hitch ball mounts,
vehicle hitch ball mounts, vehicle hitch ball covers, automotive vehicle wheel parts, namely, lug
nuts, wheel locks, wheel spacers for trailers, wheel bearing protectors for vehicles; automotive
vehicle parts, namely, hitch ball reducer bushings, receiver covers, tow hooks for vehicles, tow
straps, bicycle racks for vehicles, tow bars for vehicles, cargo carriers for vehicles, fold-away
cleats for vehicles, and pocket stake anchors for vehicles” (International Class 12), and Thule
hereby opposes such registration pursuant to the provisions of 15 U.S.C. § 1063 and 37 C.F.R.
§8 2.101 and 2.104. As grounds for this opposition, Thule alleges the following:

1. Thule has existing registrations for SNOPRO and Design (US Registration No.
2,571,520) and CARGOPRO and Design (US Registration No. 2,487,721). Copies of these
registrations are attached. Thule has applications incorporating the term PRO, including C-PRO
(US Serial No. 78,394,342); CPRO (US Serial No. 78,394,358); S-PRO (US Serial No.
78,394,348); SPRO (US Serial No. 78,394,355); T-PRO (US Serial No. 78,394,346); and TPRO
(US Serial No. 78,394,353). All of these applications were filed on March 31, 2004, and issued

Notices of Allowance. Since at least as early as January 31, 1996, Thule has been using marks



incorporating the term PRO in connection with cargo trailers and trailer parts. Through this use,
Thule has established valuable goodwill in the marks, and the relevant public has come to
associate PRO marks for cargo trailers and parts therefor as an indication of products and
services that emanate from Thule.

2. Master Lock Company filed its intent-to-use based trademark application to register
PRO SERIES on July 19, 2004. The application was assigned U.S. Serial No. 78/452,679.

3. Thule began actual and constructive use of its PRO marks in commerce prior to
Master Lock Company’s filing of its intent-to-use based application.

4. The goods identified in Master Lock Company’s PRO SERIES application are
substantially similar to goods Thule sells under its registered PRO marks and those identified in
its pending applications.

5. Registration of Master Lock Company’s PRO SERIES application is likely to cause
confusion, or to cause mistake or to deceive, particularly as to the source or origin of the goods
with which Master Lock Company uses its mark, to induce purchasers to believe that the goods
of Master Lock Company are those of Thule, or are endorsed by, or in some way affiliated or
associated with Thule.

6. If Master Lock Company’s PRO SERIES application is permitted to register, the
registration by Master Lock Company would presumptively entitle it to prima facie exclusive
ownership and rights to PRO SERIES, and as a result, would cause confusion among consumers
of the relevant goods as to the separate and distinct sources of Master Lock Company’s goods
and Thule’s goods and the association between Thule and Master Lock Company, thereby

damaging Thule’s goodwill in its family of PRO marks and diluting the value thereof, to the



detriment of Thule, which has expended considerable sums and effort in promoting its PRO
marks.

WHEREFORE, Thule requests that this opposition be sustained and that registration be
refused for US Serial No. 78/452,679 for PRO SERIES. The Commissioner is authorized to
charge any additional fees which may be required or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account

No. 14-1437.



