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Commissioner for Trademarks
2900 Crystal Drive
Arlington, Virginia 22202-3514

Re: Secured Funding Corp., Opposer, v. Secured Educational Funding,
Inc., Applicant: Opposition No. 91167269

Commissioner:

Enclosed for filing is Applicant’s Answer to the Notice of Opposition filed in
the above-referenced matter.

Should you have any questions or need additional information, do not
hesitate to contact me at (402) 474-6900. Thank you.
Sincerely,

L

| Laura R. Hegge
| For the Firm
Enclosure

cc: John C. Miles

1.0671248.1

AN

12-05-2005

U.S. Patent & TMOfc/TM Mail Rept Dt. #26



CERTIFICATE, OF MAILING:

I hereby certify thar this correspondence
is being depesited with the United States
Postal Service on November 29, 2005
with sufficient postage as first-class mail
in an envelope addressed to:

Commiissioner for Trademarks
2900 Crystal Drive
Arlington, Virginiz 22202-3514

AL

aura R. Hegge

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD
November 29, 2005

Opposition No. 91167269
In the matter of:

Trademark Application Serial No. 78375464
For the mark SECURED EDUCATION FUNDING INC.
Published in the Official Gazette on September 27, 2005
Secured Funding Corp., Opposer

V.
Secured Educational Funding, Inc., Applicant.

APPLICANT’S ANSWER TO THE NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

In response to the Notice of Opposition issued by the Board on November 3, 2005, the
Applicant, Secured Educational Funding, Inc., states that it does not believe that Opposer, Secured
Funding Corporation, will be damaged by the registration of the trademark subject of application

serial number 78375464 for the mark SECURED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING. Applicant further

answers the Notice of Opposition with respect to each numbered paragraph as follows:

L0669922.1



1. Applicant admits, upon information and belief, that Opposer is a California
Corporation with its principal place of business in Costa Mesa, California. Applicant has insufficient
knowledge of the remaining allegations in paragraph 1 of the Notice to form a belief as to the truth
or falsity of the allegations, and therefore denies the same.

2. Applicant has insufficient knowledge of the allegations in paragraph 2 of the Notice
to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the allegations, and therefore denies the same.

3. Applicant has insufficient knowiedge of the allegations in paragraph 3 of the Notice
to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the allegations, and therefore denies the same.

4. Applicant has insufficient knowledge of the allegations in paragraph 4 of the Notice
to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the allegations, and therefore denies the same.

5. Applicant has insufficient knowledge of the allegations in paragraph 5 of the Notice
to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the allegations, and therefore denies the same.

6. Applicant has insufficient knowledge of the allegations in paragraph 6 of the Notice
to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the allegations, and therefore denies the same.

7. Applicant has insufficient knowledge of the allegations in paragraph 7 of the Notice
to form a belief as to the truth or falsity of the allegations, and therefore denies the same.

8. Applicant denies the allegations contained in paragraph 8 of the Notice and further
alleges that based on its investigation of the public records of the United States Patent & Trademark
Office, Opposer is not shown as the owner of the mark SECURED FUNDING.

9. Applicant denies the allegations contained in paragraph 9 of the Notice.

10. Applicant denies the allegations contained in paragraph 10 of the Notice.

11. Applicant denies the remaining allegations contained in the Notice, except those

specifically admitted herein and those which constitute admissions against the Opposer’s interest.
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12. In further answer to the Notice, Applicant asserts that the mark SECURED
EDUCATIONAL FUNDING is not deceptively similar to Opposer’s alleged mark, SECURED
FUNDING, and that there exists no likelihood of confusion between the two marks.

13.  Applicant further alleges that the services provided by Applicant, namely, the
management of a capital investment fund for use by parents and grandparents in educating their
children and grandchildren, is different and distinct from the home equity loan, mortgage loan, and
debt consolidation services allegedly provided by Opposer and that, accordingly, no confusion will
likely result from the registration of Applicant’s mark.

THEREFORE, Applicant asks that this opposition proceeding be dismissed and that its
registration issue forthwith.

Dated: November 29, 2005

Respectfully submitted,

By:

Johh C. Miles, #18131
ra R. Hegge, #22905
INE, WILLIAMS, WRIGHT,
JOHNSON & OLDFATHER, L.L.P.
Attorneys at Law
1900 U.S. Bank Building
233 South 13" Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508-2095
(402) 474-6900 (phone)
(402) 474-5393 (fax)

Attorneys for Applicant,
Secured Educational Funding, Inc.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, John C. Miles, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served by
United States mail, sufficient first-class postage prepaid, this 29™ day November, 2005, upon:

L0669922.1

Peter R. Afrasiabi

Turner Green Afrasiabi & Arledge LLP
535 Anton Blvd, Suite 850

Costa Mesa, California 92626

(714) 434-8720 (phone)

(714) 434-8756 (fax)

J&v{ C. Miles




