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OUR FILE NO.:

Qctober 21, 2005 200,148-1

VIA EXPRESS MAIL

Commissioner for Trademarks
P.O. Box 1451
Alexandria, VA 22313

Re: Secured Funding Corp., Opposer v. Secured Educational Funding, Inc,
Applicant

Dear Commissioner:

Enclosed with this letter are and original and three copies of a Notice of Opposition and
Opposition in connection with the above-referenced matter. Also enclosed is our check No.
6722 in the amount of $300.00 representing the fee for the filing of the Opposition. Please return
a conformed copy of the Notice of Opposition in the self-addressed stamped envelope provided.
Thank you.

Slncerely,
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Peter R Afra81ab1
PRA:rg

Enclosures
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10-21-2006

U.S. Patent & TMOfc/TM Mail Rept Dt. #64

535 Anton Boulevard, Suite 850 e Costa Mesa, CA 92626 .
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY EXPRESS MAIL
Express mail label number E0 913 695 062 US
Date of deposit October 21, 2005
| hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited
with the United States Postal Service Express Mail Post
Office to Addressee service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the
dated indicated above and is addressed to Box TTAB,
Commissioner for Trademarks, P.O. Box 1451
Arlington , Virginia 222313

Robin Golder

WZ Printed name of person mailing paper or fee)

D (~oldu

(Signature of person mailing paper or fee)

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

October 21, 2005
Opposition No.
In the matter of
Trademark Application Serial No. 78375464
For the mark SECURED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING, INC.
Published in the Official Gazette on September 27, 2005
Secured Funding Corp., Opposer

V.

Secured Educational Funding, Inc., Applicant

10/25/2005 SUILSTN1 00000093 7837&@

TICE OF OPPOSITION AND OPPOSITION
01 FC:6402 -300.00 0 '

Commissioner:

Secured Funding Corporation (SFC or Opposer) having an address of 2955
Red Hill Avenue, Costa Mesa, California 92626 believes that it is damaged by
registration of the mark shown in the above-identified application, and hereby
opposes registration of the same mark as outlined herein.

6904.1
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OPPOSITION

The grounds for opposition are as follows:

SFC is a California Corporation with its principal place of business in
Costa Mesa, California. SFC is a mortgage loan, home equity loan and
debt consolidation business with offices in several states within the
United States.

SFC has conducted loan business across the United States since 1993
under the name “Secured Funding.” :

SFC’s web site is www.securedfunding.com, and it advertises, provides
loan products, and operates under this web site. -

SFC has over 750 employees, and engages in significant national
advertising of its loan services in all states.

SFC has quite literally invested many millions of dollars in building the
brand name “Secured Funding” as a marker of loan services and products
—_ loans which SFC has funded in all 50 states — through advertising in
different media (be it direct mail, TV or radio).

SFC funds approximately $125 million of loans per month, and funds
loans to borrowers in all 50 states.

SFC also operates wholly owned corporations using the “Secured” name
and mark, such as “Secured Wholesale.”

SFC’s mark “Secured Funding” is a valid trade or service mark.

Registration of the mark “Secured Educational Funding” will damage
SEC in that the mark “Secured Educational Funding” is confusingly
similar to the mark “Secured Funding,” and the mark sought to be
registered is likely to lead to confusion with Opposer’s mark. As such,
SFC has a direct stake in the outcome of Applicant’s trademark
registration proceeding because Applicant’s purported mark so resembles
Opposer’s mark.

Based on the above, and because Applicant has not been using its alleged
mark (at all since this is a 1(b) intent to use application) since before
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Opposer was using its mark, SFC has priority of use in the “Secured
Funding” mark.

WHEREFORE Opposer requests that this Opposition be sustained and that
registration of United States Application Serial No. 78375464 be refused.

Dated @C%Dé’l 21 r. 200 (

Respectfully submitted,
TURNER GREEN AF ABI & ARLEDGE LLP
AP

AR

Peter R. Afrasiabi
Attorneys for Opposer Secured Funding Corp.

Turner Green Afrasiabi & Arledge LLP
535 Anton Blvd., Suite 850

Costa Mesa, California 92626

(714) 434-8750 phone

(714) 434-8756 fax
www.turnergreen.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

As counsel for Opposer, I hereby certify that I caused, through my staff at
my office, a true and correct copy of the attached NOTICE OF OPPOSITION
AND OPPOSITION to be served on this date via first class express mail through
the U.S. Postal Service, postage prepaid upon counsel, as identified in the
USPTO’s TARR web server files, for Applicant:

JOHN C. MILES, ESQ.
CLINE WILLIAMS LAW FIRM
SUITE 1900
233 SOUTH 13TH STREET
LINCOLN, NE 68508
402-474-6900 phone
402-474-5393 fax
(Counsel for Applicant)

Dateds_ (2 /2//0 g /PQ*LWY@;@

Peter R. Afrasiabi
Turner Green Afra51ab1 ledge LLP
Attorneys for Opposer '




