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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

GRIMES & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Opposer,
V. OPPOSITION NO. 91/166,970

SZENTANAI IOANA AMALIA

Applicant.

N N N N N N N N N N N

Trademark Trial and Appeal Board
Commissioner of Trademarks
2900 Crystal Drive

Arlington, Virginia 22202-3514

ANSWER TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Applicant IOANA AMALIA SZENTANALI, for its Answer to the Notice of
Opposition filed by GRIMES & ASSOCIATES, INC., (hereinafter referred to as
“Opposer”) against the application for registration of the trademark "VOW MAGAZINE",
Application Serial No. 78/527,558, filed on December 6, 2004, and published in the
Official Gazette on September 20, 2005, pleads and avers as follows:

L. Answering Paragraph 1 of the Notice of Opposition, Applicant does not
have sufficient knowledge or information as to form a belief as the truth or accuracy of
the allegations contained therein and accordingly denies the allegations.

2. Answering Paragraph 2 of the Notice of Opposition, Applicant does not
have sufficient knowledge or information as to form a belief as the truth or accuracy of
the allegations contained therein and accordingly denies the allegations.

3. Answering Paragraph 3 of the Notice of Opposition, Applicant admits the

existence of the cited registrations, and the current status of the registration application,

876260v1 35871/0002



but as to the other allegations set forth therein, specifically denies each and every
allegation.

4. Answering Paragraph 3 of the Notice of Opposition, Applicant specifically
denies each and every allegation.

5. Answering Paragraph 3 of the Notice of Opposition, Applicant specifically

denies each and every allegation.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

L. Applicant AFFIRMATIVELY ALLEGES THAT Opposer is estopped
from asserting exclusive rights to the use of the VOWS trademark, having abandoned its
own design plus word mark application to VOWS: THE BRIDAL BUSINESS
JOURNAL, serial no. 73/835139, filed October 31, 1989, and abandoned July 12, 1990.

2. Applicant AFFIRMATIVELY ALLEGES THAT as recently as October,
2004, Opposer was using the registration symbol, ®, in association with the trademark
VOWS: THE BRIDAL BUSINESS JOURNAL, positioning the registration symbol after
the word VOWS in its publication, to fraudulently suggest that Opposer owned a federal
trademark registration for either the trademarks VOWS or the design and word mark
VOWS: THE BRIDAL BUSINESS JOURNAL.

3. Applicant AFFIRMATIVELY ALLEGES THAT in abandoning pursuit of
its own application to the name VOWS: THE BRIDAL BUSINESS JOURNAL for a
period of over 15 years, during at least a portion of which time Opposer fraudulently used
the registration symbol, ®, in association with its publication, Opposer has unclean hands
with respect to the use of the trademarks VOWS or the design and word mark VOWS:
THE BRIDAL BUSINESS JOURNAL.

4. Applicant AFFIRMATIVELY ALLEGES THAT Opposer has acquiesced
in the creation of uncertainty as to the nature of its rights in either the trademarks VOWS
and the design and word mark VOWS: THE BRIDAL BUSINESS JOURNAL.

5. Applicant AFFIRMATIVELY ALLEGES THAT Opposer's Notice of

Opposition fails to state a claim upon which relief can be granted.
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WHEREFORE, Applicant contends that this opposition is groundless and
baseless in fact; that Opposer has not shown wherein it will be, or likely to be, damaged
by the registration of Applicant's trademark; that Applicant's trademark is manifestly
distinct from any alleged mark of the Opposer or any designation of the Opposer and
Applicant prays that this opposition will be dismissed with prejudice and that Applicant
be granted registration of its trademark.

Applicant hereby appoints McDonough Holland & Allen to act as its attorney
with full power to prosecute this opposition, to transact all relevant business in the Patent
and Trademark Office, and to receive all communications with respect to this opposition.

DATED this 25th day of November, 2005.

Respectfully submitted.

McDonough Holland & Allen
A Professional Corporation

November 25, 2005 /Carl J. Schwedler/
Carl J. Schwedler
Michelle L. Samonek
Sarah Ham
Michael K. Iwahiro
555 Capitol Mall, Suite 950
Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: (916) 444-3900
Fax: (916) 325-4587
cschwedler@mbhalaw.com

Attorneys for Applicant
lIoana Amalia Szentanai

Enclosure: Clertificate of Service
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that a copy of applicant's ANSWER TO NOTICE OF
OPPOSITION was served on Opposer this 25th day of November, 2005, by first class
mail, postage prepaid in an envelope addressed to Opposer's attorneys as follows:

Amanda J. McLaughlin

Goodman Law Group, PC

695 Town Center Drive, 14th Floor
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

(714) 754-0200

November 25, 2005 /Carl J. Schwedler/
Carl J. Schwedler
McDonough Holland & Allen
A Professional Corporation
555 Capitol Mall, Suite 950
Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: (916) 444-3900
Fax: (916) 325-4587
cschwedler@mbhalaw.com

Attorney for Applicant
lIoana Amalia Szentanai
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