UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMVERCE
Patent and Trademark O fice
Tradenmark Trial and Appeal Board
2900 Crystal Drive

Arlington, Virginia 22202-3513

Mai l ed: July 10, 2003

Qpposition No 91156975
Serial No. 78094226

Merelinda Farns L.L.C. DBA Al paca.com L.

3888 W NORTH TERRI TORI AL RD

VWH TMORE LAKE, M 48189-9685
The American Breeders Co-(Op aka
The Al pa

V.

Merelinda Farnms L.L.C

Arnold S. Weintraub

Pl unkett & Cooney, P.C.

38505 Wodward Avenue Suite 2000
Bl oonfield Hills, M 48304

Duion L. Wl ker, Legal Assi stant

A notice of opposition to the registration sought in the above-
identified application has been filed. A copy of the notice is
attached.

ANSVER | S DUE FORTY DAYS after the nailing date hereof. (See Patent
and Trademark Rule 1.7 for expiration date falling on Saturday, Sunday
or a holiday).

Proceedings will be conducted in accordance with the Trademark Rul es of
Practice, set forth in Title 37, part 2, of the Code of Federal

Regul ations. The parties are reninded of the recent anendnents to the
Trademark Rul es that became effective October 9, 1998. See Notice of
Fi nal Rul emaki ng published in the Oficial Gazette on Septenber 29,
1998 at 1214 TMOG 145. Slight corrections to the rules, resulting in a
correction notice, were published in the Oficial Gazette on Cctober
20, 1998 at 1215 TMOG 64. A copy of the recent anendrments to the
Trademark Rules, as well as the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Manual
of Procedure (TBMP), is available at http://ww. uspto. gov.

Di scovery and testinony periods are set as foll ows:
Di scovery period to open: July 30, 2003

Di scovery period to close: January 26, 2004



30-day testinony period for party
in position of plaintiff to close: April 25, 2004

30-day testinony period for party
in position of defendant to cl ose: June 24, 2004

15-day rebuttal testinony period
for plaintiff to close: August 08, 2004

A party nust serve on the adverse party a copy of the transcript of any
testimony taken during the party's testinony period, together with
copi es of docunentary exhibits, within 30 days after conpletion of the
taki ng of such testinony. See Tradenmark Rule 2.1 25.

Briefs shall be filed in accordance with Trademark Rule 2.128(a) and
(b). An oral hearing will be set only upon request filed as provided
by Trademark Rule 2.129.

NOTE: The Board allows parties to utilize tel ephone conferences to

di scuss or resolve many interlocutory natters that arise in inter
partes cases. See the Oficial Gazette notice titled “Permanent
Expansi on of Tel ephone Conferencing on Interlocutory Matters in Inter
Partes Cases Before the Tradenark Trial and Appeal Board,” 1235 TMOG 68
(June 20, 2000). A hard copy of the Oficial Gazette containing this
notice is available for a fee fromthe Superintendent of Documents,

U S. Government Printing Ofice, Washington, D.C. 20402 (Tel ephone
(202) 512-1800). The notice is also available at http://ww. uspto. gov.
Interlocutory matters which the Board agrees to di scuss or decide by
phone conference may be deci ded adversely to any party which fails to
partici pate.

If the parties to this proceeding are also parties to other Board
proceedi ngs involving related marks or, during the pendency of this
proceedi ng, they becone parties to such proceedings, they should notify
the Board inmredi ately, so that the Board can consi der consolidation of
pr oceedi ngs.



