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BLACK CANYON RAFT TOURS A three
hour, “no rapids” float trip guides guests down
the Colorado River through Black Canyon.
Trips depart at 10 a.m. and return at 4 p.m.
daily for $64.95 including lunch and transpor-
tation to and from the Expedition Depot in
Boulder City. An additional $5 will transport
guests to and from their Las Vegas hotel. One
day advance reservations are recommended
and guests should bring a hat, sunblock and
shoes they don’t mind getting a little wet. For
reservations call 293-3776.

GRAND CANYON By plane, helicopter or

bus, visitors can tour the breathtakingly beau- : .
. HOOVER DAM —

tiful Grand Canyon via a number of ditferent
tour services in town. One mile deep and 280
miles long, the canyon follows the path of the
Colorado River. The west and south rims are
open 1o tours as well as mule trips and hiking
to the bottom. Campgrounds and accommo-
dations are available on both rims. By car
Grand Canyon National Park is less than 300
miles south on Interstate 93, east on Inter-

© Hoover Dam rises 725 feet
. above the Colorado River,
. supplying power to sever-
. 8l states. Hoover Dam is
. just 30 miles south of Las
! Vegas in the picturesque
- Black Canyon area.

state 40 and north on Highway 64 to the can- :

yon. (602) 638-7888.

VALLEY OF FIRE STATE PARK Formed
150 million years ago from the shifting of sang
dunes, Valiey of Fire is Nevada's first state

park, so named-because of the fiery red sand-

stone in the area that has been sculpted by

the wind and rain into spectacular domes, spi-

rals, beehives and other unusual formations.

Visitors can bike, picnic, camp and hike on in-

terpretive trails describing many of the best
designs and shapes in the park. Visitors can
also view Indian petroglyphs in Petroglyph
Canyon. This 35,000 acre park is an hour drive
north on Interstate 15. (702) 397-2088.

RED ROCK CANYON The colored rock strata for-
mations exposed in the red rock area record
more than 500 million years of geologic history.
Visitors can take a 13-mile self-guided drive
through the scenic loop open daily during day-
light hours or hike through the rocks on various

trails. The visitors center offers displays explain-

ing the geology, history and plant and animal life
of the area and is open 8 a.m. 10 4:30 p.m. daily.
Red Rock Canyon is located 20 mites west of

Las Vegas on West Charleston BIvd. on the sce- :

nic Red Rock loop. 363-1921.

MT. CHARLESTON Located in the Toiyabe Natonal
Forest, scenic Mt. Chareston is Nevada's fitth
highest mountain at 11,918 feet. The road in
climbs 8,000 feet past pifion-juniper woodlands to
pine forests. Hiking trails — cieared to the highest
peaks, horseback riding, sleigh rides, and a iodge
for dining add the finishing touches to this pictur-

esque mountainous background. Lee Canyon of- :

fers skiing in season and weekend scenic tour

rides during the summer. Mt. Charleston is locat- |

ed 36 miles north of Las Vegas on Highway 95.
593-9500.
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voices beautifully blend- ;
. world-famous Cirque du Soleil at Trea-
sure Island.
‘“They’’ are two young French-Cana-
. cent costumes, the women at times appear
. as if they are-floating as they resempje

ing together to provide
some of the most extraor-

dinary haunting sounds to
fill a showroom or theater :
' Gauvin, who stand high above the audi-

anywhere in the world.

A47

Songs of the Songblrds
stere’ Unerthe Big Top

But, they are here in Las Vegas as part :
of ‘‘Mystére,’’ the latest offering of the !
. various acts and environment that is
: ‘*Mystere.”’

dian women, Elise Gouin and Nathalie
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ences and provide the mystical and en-

grossing sounds that accompany the

Clad in their flowing, almost translu-




Magical Wonders of “Mystire”

gorgeous birds standing high above the
! crowd looking down at everything occur-
. ring below them. :
If the truth be known, that is exactly :
! what the two women are doing most of the :
' time. They are keeping an eye on what is :
' happening on, off and around the stage :
while also listening in their headpieces to
. the musical director. ':
. The women must be ready to alter their
! singing at any moment to go along with
. whatever is happening in the show. For in- :
. stance, if they are singing while the rapeze :
! actis in progress and one of the flyers miss- ;
" es a trick and has 1o do it again, the women :
" must instantly be prepared to repeat that |
' part of the musical score that goes with that
. segment of the show. 1.
Both women believe it is helpful to
" have classical training to obtain the range :
" and sounds needed for their performance -
" in “Mystére.” ,
' Gauvin explains that it is very important :
. to keep one's voice healthy. Sharing her se- 3
. cret with us, she explains that she drinks hot :
! water mixed with lemon and ginger juice :
! for her throat. The mixture, she says, warms .
! her vocal chords and aiso heals them. :
" Gouin says they both like to swim under- :
© water, an exercise that helps their breathing.
' Gouin, an alto, and Gauvin, a soprano, :
agree that their voices together “have a
: certain sound” that is truly haunting.
. Gauvin says, "It almost seems that our :
voices were made to be blended.” :
That very well may be, as “Mystére” audi-
! ences nightly enjoy the unusual sounds from
the two **songbirds’’ of Cirque du Soleil.

— Penny Levin

. “Mystére” } A48

. W Where » Treasure island :

. M When +7:30 & 10: :30 p.m. Tues.-Sun.

. W Information * 894-7722 : . TIC 2006
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, some mighty fine pleasure.
For the finest adventure a swashbuckler can

were the days.

battle from the Strip is just another bit of the whimsy to be found in
the new Las Vegas.

neers and the British are a regular part of the daily fun activities.

1 engagements be seen at no cost
from a Stnip sidewalk facing the
wonderful pirate's village on Buc-
caneer Bay.

This is not a place for the timid.
Be forewarned the batte will rage
as the cannons roar and thick
1 smoke fills the air. It's a fierce-
some sight.

The sounds accompanying the
batde are wonderful. Waves lap
against the shore, and seagulls
chatter as the pirates exchange
conversation while they work
1 together on their ship, the Hispani-
ola. They are busy unloading the
ill-gotten gains stolen on their for-
ays around the seas.

Intent on their task, they do
not at first notice the HMS Brit-
tania steating around the corner
] at Skull Point until the British

Naval officers challenge the
pirates to surrender.
The pirates refuse and proudly
2 stand guard to defend their ship
and their home, Buccaneer Village.
They scramble to thetir battle posts after the British captain warns
| them. in the name of His Royal Brittanic Majesty, King of England,
to lay down their arms and receive a boarding party.

The pirates meet the challenge head on. They hold everything
Bnitish in contempt and scoff at what they view as the inferior sea-
manship of their foes. Nothing would please them more than to dev-
astate the British in battle.

It's a tense moment for both sides. The British fire a waming
r shot just short of the Hispaniola's bow. The pirates assume battle

positions and answer in kind. Their cannon punches a hole in the
E‘Sn'nania's topsail and the die is cast. Neither side would consider

' i B Y WM UR
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Mirage. There, in Buccaneer Bay, you’ll witness a surmng bit of
seamanship that hearkens back to the good old times when brig-
- ands, pirates and the British engaged in battles for booty. Ah, those

] Until now, that kind of excitement could only be found in adven- < g
ture stories. But, this is Las Vegas, so being able to witness a sea | Umph, and the British sailors are forced to abandon ship. Stand-
; ing proudly on deck, the British sea commander, of course, goes

: down with his command.

At Treasure Island at the Mirage sea battles between the bucca- | k
. adventure inside Treasure Island.

And where else but in Las Vegas could these brief, but stirring,

Buccaneer Bay — A Safe Haven tor Pirates and Mutineers Allke.

E L

¢ LAFF2

Sea Battles and Adventures Await
All Who Visit Treasure Island

ather around, me hearties, while I spin a tale that ;
may not shiver yer timbers, but will certamly nge ;
“forth from the deck. the British captain arrogantly assumes victory
. and gives a final warning 1o the pirates advising them to lower their
imagine, head on down to Treasure Island at the

surrender. It will be an encounter to the finish.
When the Hispaniola is hit broadside and dark smoke bl”OV\S

colors and to prepare to be boarded.

The pirates respond “never!” and the battlc rages on.

Oh, such excitement, such fire and smoke, such delicious acting,
such entertainment. -

After many cannon shots the smoke clears. What seemed like
a lost cause for the pirates — surprise, surprise — turns into tri-

The pirates celebrate their victory and the onlookers seek more

The sea battles take place every 90 minutes from 3 to 10:30 p.m.

For more adventure, visitors
- need only go as far as Buccaneer
*Bay. It is there that anyone desir-
«ing it may try their hand at the
pirate life.

Buccaneer Bay is an 18,000-

i.square-foot entertainment center,
yoffering video games, pinball and
s electronically simulated games.
Plundering souls in search of
£ adventure and excitement will
| find plenty within the interiors of
: Bolany Bay.
Begin your adventure as a
“pirate and treasure hunter where
- X" marks the spot at the
R entrance. Here, a welcoming
“ emblem proclaims the pirates’
i message: *‘Buccaneer Bay, A Safe
“Haven for Pirates and Mutineers
t:Alike.” Pass through a dimly Iit
a hallway untl you enter the Marg
: Room where an ancient treasure
',‘ ' map wiil guide you on your way.

As if it isn’t adventure enougt
1o be inside the dramatic stonc
interiors of Buccaneer Bay. Designed as a Moorish castle, it offen
stone alcoves with skeletons, sword fights and the sounds of life in :
pirate village. There's something enjoyable in Buccaneer Bay for
every member of the family. Youngsters will find games designe«
just for them in the Enchanted Chamber. For those looking for pin
ball and video games, The Armory is the spot.

When you've proven your skill as a pirate, The Treasure Holc
redemption center will reward you. But beware: a hideous pirate sou
will try to turn you away. Just run him through with your sword.

Buccaneer Bay is open 10 a.m. to midnight Monday througl
Thursday; 10 a.m. to | p.m. Friday; 9 a.m. to | a.m. Saturday; and ¢
a.m. to midnight Sunday &

S T E V E N S
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hundred corner crab and
shrimp caxes, Vietnamese
rice paper spring rolls.
dumplings. potstickers.
baby clams with black bean
sauce and more.

The shellfish selection
(516.95-market price) is
wonderful—many kinds of
shrimp dishes. lobster. crab.
salmon. gray sole, sea bass
and scallops. Pungent cur-
rres (S12.95-8317.23) of
chicken, shrimp, lamb or
vegelables are served with
steamed white rice and
many traditional accompa-
niments. Beef. . pork, chick-
en and duck are prepared in
a vanery of wasty ways. A

host of delicious tofu dish--

es, vegetables, noodles and
rice combinations are avail-
able ($6.50-513.95). Such
tradxnonalChmescfavomes
(S14.75- 860) as shark’s fin

_ soup. whole steamed fish.

live'crab and shrimp served

with the heads are available,
t00. Chef Michael Wong’
~never uses MSG: dishes are’

seasoned naturally, with his
expert touch.
Dessert choices (S3.25-
4.50) inciude traditional

selections and offerings

from the pastry cart. As far

. \‘as"I know:. the delicious

‘chocolate chip fortune cook-
les that come after dinner,
“are only served here.

Dine at Madame Ching's
¥ cdnesdav through Sun-
day, 5:30 o -1 p.m. For

-reservations, call 894-7349. -

" |The newest of the Trea-
'sur\e Island fine rcstaurants ’
s F\rancesco s. fearunno the .

“.cuisine- of the- Meduer~

_ranean. There are many Sar-

40 C}\ucf Marco’s heritage.

-dinian spécialities, a tribute ’

Francesco’s is located at
the entrance 0 the hotel.

A tempting selection of
antipasti {$3.95-59.95),
soups and salads (S4.30-
54.95). and pastas and risot-
tos (S8.93-S15.93) are
always available. Chef
Marco suggests that diners
ordering the antipasto misto
have it served family stvle.
A double-sized platrer
(S13.95) includes a variety
of meats. roasted peppers,
grilled zucchini. provolone
cheese and marinated olives.
Included among the pasta
selection is a lovelv dish of
fettuccine with portobella

~mushrooms and asparagus

in a light cream sauce.
strozzapreti pasta with

shrimp. zucchini and saf--

fron. and baked cannelloni
made with lean veal. ricot-
tacheese and Swiss chard—

--light and delicious.

Entree choices ($9.95-

_ S19.95) run the gamut from

eggplant Parmigiano to a
grilledNew York steak served
with bell peppers. onions and
roasted potatoes. A selection
of fresh fish changes daily.
Desserts (S3.73-553) are
scrumptious. Not to be
missed is the warm choco-
late-hazelnut cake or the
house-made cannolis.
- Francesco’s. with.its
colorful decor and interest-
ing food choices, is a wel-
come newcomer.
Francesco’sservesdinner
daily from 5:30to 11 p.m.
- Reservations are request-
ed for all of the Treasure

Island fine restaurants. Par-

ties of eight or under call
894-7223; larger parties
should call 894-7371. No

children under five.

. BREAKFAST

$449

.. . LuNncH

$549

$699

AS2
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The lagoon at Treasure Island is filled with reclaimed “gray water” from the hotel and an
aquifer beneath the hotel and casino. No water from the Las Vegas VaIIey Water District is
used for decoranve purpose.\' at the Mirage or Treasure Island.

42 Lo

The state of scarce water

By LYNN DAVIS
Contributing Writer

Despite searing. heat, despite scraggly
vegetation that doesn’t hold dirt, and despite
an aggressive public information campaign,
it is still sometimes difficult to fathom that
water resources in Las Vegas are limited.

Take a look around and you're likely to |

be confused: At least 24 public and private
golf courses in the Las Vegas area and twice
as many public parks throughout Clark County
nurture lush and green oases in what once
was stark and barren desert.

trees, which are indigenous in climate with
plenty of rainfall, linemany Las Vegas streets.
Andover 125 businesses are listed in the
Yellow Pages to service and repair an inde-
terminate number of swimming pools,

TIC 2142
AS3

To make the situation more confusing:

Atthe Lakes, anupscale master-planned
community at the western edge of Las Ve-
gas, small schooners sail on man-made lakes
that spread across 30 acres and take 184 acre-
feet of water to fill.
- And a few miles north, at an equally
tony neighborhood, Desert Shores residents
lounge on a hauled-in beach that fronts a
man-made lake 71 acres large, with a water
volume of 405 acre feet. .

What is going on here?

As early as the 1930s, visionaries in the

Cottonwoods, poplars and mulberry . Las Vegas Valley recognized the region’s

limited water supply and enacted the first of
many subsequentlawn watering restrictions.

But it has only been in the the past three
to four years that Las Vegans have become
downright serious about the issue of water
conservation.

With a precious four inches of rainfall -
each year and recent unprecedented growth,
community leaders are staring down the well.

“It’s an issue. A lot of people are realiz-
ing that water resources will, ultimately,
make or break the economic prosperity of




: édiluactdx's :were:,hilf‘;i‘,l. 0 mbabmtale

o

|

!

TIC 2143
AS4




Scarce water

older reservoirs and replace corrodin g water
- maibs 10 belp prevent leaks; -

State, county-and city building codes
were amended to mandate low-flow toilets

and plumbing fixtures.-and. mcyclmg and
. tion rates to plot their irrigation schedules.

water reuse systems;
And a moratorium was called on carv-
ing out man-made lakes. - .

And that’s not all; - - R S

Businesses and homeown'ers are plant-

ing nativé- mesquite, Modesto and fan-tex -

ash. They' re seeking out the free advice from
xeriscape landscape designer Pete Ducombe
at the Desert Demonstration Gardens, a 2.5-
acre facility that showcases alternatives to

traditional landscape and irrigation desngns -

orhmng commemmldes:gnexs R
- Landlords of multi- famxlydwellmgsand
owners of small.and large businesses are

‘calling water audit technician Pat Green at

the water district forfmc consulting. Manag- :

- ers of golf courses are calling another phone

line at the water district for evapotranspira- 1

And, according to Leslie Mihalko, pub- -

.. licinformation officer for Clark County Parks -

and Recreation, computerized irrigation sys- '

tems, which have been installed at the county’s

- large parks, are now measuring evaporation,

adjusting watering times, and automaumlly :

shutting off during rainstorms.

Businesses are following the conserva- -

tion trends — or, in some cases, leading the -

TIC 2144
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Water is scarce in the Las Vegas Valley, but

Sometimes you wouldn't know it by scenes
such as above, where runoff flows
abundanly,

way. »
The Luxor located “The Nile River”
along the hotel angd €asino’s perimeter to
board tourists for an almost one-third mile
ride on replica Egyptian barges. And, al-
though the illusion of The Nile s decep-
tuvely deeper, the barges glide on only 18
inches to 20 inches of water, .

Treasure Islang engineered a lagoon
with enough water {0 submerge a British
frigate with reclaimed “gray water” from the
showers and tbs of guest rooms and with
non-potable water from a shallow ancient
aquifer that lies 20 (o 30 feet beneath the
hotel and casino,

- (A measure of the resourcefulness of
the Treasure Island and neighboring Mirage
water systems s a daily savings of 35,000
gallons and the fact that no water from the
Las Vegas Valley Water District is used for
decorative purposes.) :

ITT Sheraton announced plans to cop-

struct a 3,000-foot “River of Gold" under
and around the pew Desert Kingdom using
the water-efficient designs and experience
from 35 Sheraton Hotels located in water-
Scarce areas around the world. And, in their
announcement, pledged to invest $3 million
to $4 million of the $750-million project in
“extra” water conservation feamres beyond
what is now legally required.

Waterauthorities say they have the know.-
how to get the water here. The bigger queg-
tioz is from where does it come.

“From an engineer’s perspective, the
engineering part of getting water to Southern
Nevada is relatively easy,” says Howard
Vander Meer, vice president and director of
the water division of G.C. Wallace Engi-
neering and Architecture., “IU’s the policies
and politics that make it difficult 10 deliver
water.”

cials and community leaders asa 6 op ascale
from 1 10 10 for their current interest and
Preparedness in addressin gwater limitations.
Five years ago, those same public officials
may have rated 3 “1 » ' ‘

Understanding water politics in South-
em Nevada can be something akin to swim-
ming in murky waters.

There are a pumber of entities —stateg
divided by “lower” and “upper”’ geography,
tribes of Native Americans with granted
rights, 8overmnmental and quasi-governmen-
“al agencies at federal, state and local levels,
and citizen groups —hay all claim a part of
responsibility for the region’s water supply.

To date, there is no clear and absolute
consensus on bow to find new resources of
water but, it’s safe to Say, everyone involved
(even peripherally) in water management
advocates conservation as a means of ma-
nipulating the supply.

But, even with increased conservation,
Southern Nevada needs to do more, says
1anet Frasier Rogers, chairman of the Colo-
rado River Commission of Nevada, - '

Rogers and six other appointed com-
missioners contro} Nevada's allocation of
Colorado River water and an allocation of
bydropower. o S ‘

Primarily the commission oversees the |
Colorado River Compact, which annually

Continued on page7
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dlots 300,000 acre-feet of water to Southern
Nevada — a skimpy 4 percent of the Colo-
rado River's flow.

. The compact, which was executed in the
1920s and politically set up to foil future
changes, equally divided 15 million acre-
feet of the Colorado River between Upper
Basin States (Utah, Colorado, Wyoming and
Montana) and Lower Basin States (Arizona,
California and Nevada), and parceled out
some water rights to 10 other “players” in-

Last spring, the commission
and the Southern Nevada
Authority organized the
Southern Nevada Water
Summit to hear proposals for
various projects that could
provzde additional water to
the region.

cluding Indian tribes and Mexico.
With 7.5-million acre -feet between Ari-
Z0na, Cahforma, Nevada and a few tribes,

apportionment decisions were pnmanly based -

on agricultural potential.

Then, Southern Nevada's stark land-
scape spotted with chols, barrel cactus, Mor-
mon lea, sparse residences and road
runners seemed like the last place on earth
to dedicate ColoradoRiver water.So Nevada
was granted a minimal 300,000 acre -feet,

enough analysts are now projecting 1o ac-
commodate Las Vegas -growth to 2010 or
2015.

“It's evident the crystal ball wasn't
working in the 1920s,” says Rogers. “Then
only about 2,300 people lived here and
there was a need to irrigate only 5,000
acres. .

“At that time, 300,000 acre-feet scemed
like more than we would ever need. But that
certainly isn’t the case now,” she says.

Currently, 80 percent of water used in
Southern Nevada comes from the Colorado
River. The remaining 20 percent is ground-
water,

Last spring, the commission and the

- Southern Nevada Authority organized the

Southern Nevada Water Summit to hear pro-
posals for various projects that could pro-
vide additional water to the region.

The two-day water summit drew many

‘ participants and nine categories of ideas rang-

ing from:
Construction of a desahmzauon plant in

Mexico in exchange for Mexico's share of .
Colorado River water (estimated cost; $200
-to $1200 per acre-foot); to '

Diversification of a portion of the Co-
lombia River through eastern Oregon and .
northern Californiaeventually intoLakeMead
(estimated cost: $50 to $100 per acre-foot);
to H
Shipping Alaskan water in fankers to
California or Baja Mexico in exchange for

. Continued on p&e 8,
!
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%mrce water

Continued from page 7
Some of California’s or Mexico’s
&pportionment (estimated cost: $500t0 $2000
per acre-foot); 1o

Leasing and transferring water from the
Cibola Valley irrigation district in La Paz
County, Ariz. (estimated cost: $100 peracre-
foot for the firs three years angd up-front
©Osts to transfer perpetual water rights).

“The water summiq tried to educate the
universe (1o the limitations of water),"” says -
Rogers. “Now were analyzing all proposals,”
We're truly dedicated 1o exploring all op-
tions.” . ‘

And she stresses: “We're not ruling out

anything.”

“I’s imperative that we keep looking
into the future. There is absolutely no need
for our siwation 10 become a crisis,” says
Rogers.

“We've identified aprocess. We've iden-
tified a time line. And we cannot be side-
tacked."” :

Pantafthe reason for he urgency: growth.

“For a relatively smal) lown, we have 3
biy-city construction industry that can handle
the big projects Recessary (0 address wager
devclopmem," says Bill Karren, ang engi-
neer for Martin & Peltyn, Inc.

And that Capability wil] be increasingly

important as the Population and business
growth expands. :
Two intake angd treatment facilities —

One state-owned and other federally-owned )
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— now supply all municipal and industrial
waler to Clark County.

Although the infrastructure alsoincludes
13 pumping plants. 16 rate-of-control sta-
tions, 4 four-mile main aqueduct, the four-
mile River Mountain Tunnel which taps
water from Lake Mead. and 60 miles of
transmission lines, it's not cnough.

Last spring, the Southern Nevada Wa-
ter Authority initiated the environmental
impact statement process (0 exaunine five
sites considered for water treaument plants
and an underground pipe exiending to the
lake which would likely cross federal land.

The EIS research is expected 10 take
about 18 months and then will be reviewed
by the Bureau of Reclamation. Following
that, the public will be offered opportunities
for comment, says Brown, the spokesman
for the Waler Authority.-

Once approved, the project will take
three to five years (o complele.

“It's a very meticulous and drawn-out
process 10 see that all environmental con-
cems arc addressed,” e says. “Because of
the length of the process, we have a very
narrow window to get (new public works) in
place.”

Perhaps the most immediately signifi-
cant water management tool is relatively- !
new water pricing structure exccuted by the
Las Vegas Valley Water District which re-
wards conservation.

Threshold pricing was introduced 7
1991 and refined to the cwrent pricing struc-
ture to change waler habits withoul causing
an adversc impact on cur customers’ quality
of life, says Brown.

Residendal and conunercial customers
now pay 98 cents, $1.16 and $1.47 per
thousand gallons, respectively, as they in-
(rease consumption depending on the thresh-

- old determined by meler sive,

Forexample: residential users with stan-
dard 5/8” melers pay the minimal 9§ cents
per thousand gallons for the first 5,000

: gallons used and then pay $1.16 per tho-

“sand gallons for the next 10,000 galtons
used. For residential users, any usc ahove
15,000 gallons costs them $1.47 per thou-
sand gallons.

“It's a simple concept to understand,”
says Brown. “If you choose to use, you pay
more."”

“We don’t make decisions about ap-

 propriate usage. The consumer docs.”

Brownacknowledges that sonice people
have Lhe mistaken impression that a larger-
size meter, say, a 10" meter with a [irst
threshold of 575,000 gallons, is a betier
deal.

“But pcople need to understand that
larger-meter users pay up front for their
usage, when they sign up and get service.
The waler district built equity into ratc :nd
is committed to conscrvation incentives,”

This year is the first year the water
! district has used three tiers of pricing and,

: according o Brown, the pricing is working
i 0 curb consumption,
We're aware that incentive priciuy is
')ustonc pan of cffective water conservation
programs.’
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" A milestone in casino
J °
entertainment

JGllles Stezr%l?c,Zirector of creation
-for Cirque Du Soleil’s “Mystére,” com-
pares the production’s “constant state of
evolution” to life itself.

New stunts are worked into the pro-
gram and others are taken out as the
progression of time allows and some-
times dictates change. _

Mystére, which achieved its 2,000th
performance March 14inits custom built,
1,500-seat Treasure Island showroom, in
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many ways also marks a significant stage
in the evolution of Las Vegas.

Once primarily associated with ce-
lebrities winding down their careers and
topless showgirls, today's Las Vegas en-
tertainment scene carries a new level of
sophistication.

The unique characteristic in Las Ve-
gas casino entertainment is diversity.It's
the combined effect of technology inten-
sive stage productions, venues for inter-
‘national headliners, family oriented per-
formances and nightclubs for the — real
and perceived — chic. And there's still
shows like Crazy Girls.

No small ingredient in the new mix of
sophistication is Mystére, the choreo-
graphed orgy of acrobatics that has
dazzled capacity audiences since Christ-
mas 1993.

Interestingly enough, the evolution
ofLasVegas entertainment coincided with
Cirque Du Soleil's own evolution.

Bill Riske, general manager of
Cirque’s Las Vegas division, said the pro-
duction company received numerous in-
quiries from Las Vegas entertainment
representatives hoping to reposition
themselves.

When Steve Wynn brought the biue
and gold tents of Nouvelle Expérience to
the Mirage in 1992, it was the first time
the roving band ol entertainers estab-
lished a fixed production site.

The opening of Treasure Island in-
cluded the first theater built specifically
to Cirque Du Soleil specifications. Last
year, Mystere passed Saltambinco for
most performances by any of Cirque’s 10
productions at 1,600. .

‘Wynn reportedly treated Cirque's

* cast to dinner March 9 at Shadow Creek
to commemorate its latest milestone,
while Cirque officials planned a celebra-
tion on March 16.

Meanwhile, a new troop of Cirque per-
formers is rehearsing for a new production

Jhcluding water acrobatics to be housed in
Bellagio, the new Mirage megaresort sched-
uled to open Oct.15 on the Strip.

Besides helping demonstrate that a
show could succeed in Las Vegas in a
non-smoking venue without nudity, the
success of Mystére has also helped shape
the production company’s approach to
venue selection.

Besides the yet-unamed Bellagio pro-
duction, Cirque Du Soleil wil} also launch
athird permanentshow, possibly as early
as this year, at Walt Disney World in
Florida. .

Two New Year's celebrations — in-
cluding Chinese New Year and an extra

SaturdayinJanuary —heiped boost Clark
County gaming revenues a modest 6.05
percent over the same month last year.

The Chinese New Year typically falls
in February, but this year, it was cel-
ebrated during the first month of the
Western calendaryear. The calendaralso
helped when five Saturdays instead of
thetypical four wereincludedintheyear's
opening month.

Throw in the Super Bowl, and Ne-
vada casinos saw three events that tradi-
tionally attract high rollers and their af-
finity for baccarat, said Russell Guindon,
senior research analyst for the Nevada
Gaming Control Board.

Inpastmonths,the volatile card game
hasseenlargecasinolosses, butthehouse
won big — just about everywhere — this
time around. L

Downtown Las Vegas, which has
stayed flat for the past several months,
saw baccarat contribute heavily to its
relatively sizable 8§.4Z percent gain.

Downtown casinos saw the baccarat
win jump about 1,000 percent over last
year. Table and game wins climbed 20.6
percent in- Glitter Gulch. For the fiscal
year that began July 1, downtown gaming
revenues are .01 percent more than the
same period during the prior year.

Strip casinos reported wins were up
5.29 percent over January 1997, when the
opening of New York, New York created a
surge of visitors and gaming revenues.

Most of the Strip gains were attribut-
able to table games. The slot-win only
grew .6 percent even though coin-in was
actually down .4 percent from last year.

The baccarat win on the Strip was 41
percent morethanlast year. Without good
baccaratrevenues, theStrip's gains would
have only been 1.6 percent, according to
Guindon.

North Las Vegas gains slowed to 3.49
percent. A 6.5 percent gain in the slot win
offset the 14 percent drop in table game
win, showing a good month for playersin
amarket geared largely toward area resi-
dents.

The only losses posted in Clark
County were in the flat Laughlin market,
whichsaw 1.73 percentrevenue decrease.

Statewide, gaming revenues are up
6.29 percent for the fiscal year compared
to the same period during the prior year.

Washoe County and South Lake
Tahoecasinos averaged double digit gains
forthe month compared to January 1997,
whendevastatingfloods accompanied the
start of the new year.

The Boulder Strip saw a 22.49 per
cent jump in gaming revenues, largel
attributable to the July 1997 opening ¢

(yContinued on page o
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Continued from page 7

Sunset Station. /\:)
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Also...

as chief financial officer for Primadonna
Resorts Inc. to open a financial consult-
ing firm for gaming companies.
Primadonna is reported.to be among his
first clients.

Tom Broslg, president of Grand Ca-
sinos Inc., will assume additional title of
chief executive officer for the company,
replacing Lyle Berman in that capacity.
Berman will continue in his role as chair-
man of the board, overseeing new busi-
ness development opportunities and

Craig Sullivan is leaving his position -

N

maintaining responsibility over design
and concept creation at Grand's cdsino
resorts.

Brosigand Berman, along with David
Anderson and Stanley Taube, founded
Grand Casinos in 1990.

America West is expanding service
to the Pacific Northwest from its hubs in
Phoenix and Las Vegas beginning May 5.
The additional service includes a second
daily, round-trip flight between Las Ve-
gas and Portland and a second daily flight
from Seattle to Las Vegas.

H.C. Rowe is the new director of
entertainment forRio Suite Hotel & Ca-
sino. His duties include assisting in the
development of the resort’s new conven-
tion/entertainment center scheduled to
open in spring 1999. Rowe's prior experi-

ence includes working as director of en-
tertainment for Aladdin Hotel & Casino
for four years and 10 years in a similar
position at Golden Nugget Hotel & Ca-
sino.

The new management team at the
Las Vegas Showboat Hotel, Casino &
Bowling Center is headed by recently
appointed President and CEO Keith
Wallace. Nick Gullo has been named vice
president of casino operations and Joe
O’Brien is the new vice president and
chief financial officer.

Wallace replaces Cariton Greer, who
was reassigned to East Chicago, Ind.
Wallace has more than 34 years experi-
enceinthe gamingindustryandisaformer
vice president of operations for the
Peppermill Resort in Mesquite, Nev. He
joined Showboat in 1989 as vice presi-

dent of operations and general manager.

Gullo is a former casino shift man-
ager at the Frontier Hotel & Gambling
Hall. He worked as casino manager in
1993 at the Showboat Star Casino in New
Orleans, La., and, in 1996, he was pro-
moted to vice president of gaming opera-
tions for the Showboat Mardi Gras.

O’Brien replaces Leann Schneider,
who was alsoreassignedto the Showboat
Mardi Gras.

DouglasR. Sanderson was promoted
to chief executive officer for
SEGA Gaming Technology following a

- unanimous vote March 6 by the

corporation’s board of directors.

. Sanderson will also continue as presi-

dent, the position he has held with the
company for the past three years. Joe

- Robbins will continue to hold his posi-

tion of chairman. T. Garth McBride was
prompted to chief financial officer. %
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By ART NADLER

hen the French-
Canadian per-
formance troupe

Cirque du Soleil premiered
“Mystere” at Treasure
Island earlier this year, the
company’s founding cre-
ator, Guy Lalibertie, rose
from the audience and
graciously thanked Steve
Wynn, chairman of Mirage
Resorts, Inc., which owns
the hotel. Now, Lalibertie
said, the world-famous cir-
cus troupe had its own the-
ater, one in which the
troupe’s members could
perform feats they'd only
dreamed about since the
group’s conception 10
years ago.

With that, the lights
dimmed and the 1,538-seat

e et
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Dexterous acrobats amaze audiences in Treasure [siand’s

‘Mysteére.”

. The Mystique of ‘Mystere’

slither on stage. Grasping
the cylinders, they ascend
in chorus-line perfection, at
times hanging upside-’
downand sideways. Their
precise gymnastic move-
ments leave the audience
astonished.

“We try to accumulate
different languages of the
body,” assistant director
Guay says of “Mystére’s”
visual impact. “The stage is
always moving. Every-
thing changes night by
night.”

“Mystére’s” bungee-
trapeze performance is
mind boggling. High-wire
aerialists attached to bun-
gee cords literally fly over
the audience. At times the
performers resemble chil-
dren playing on backyard

theater was transformed
into a surrealistic world where strange
creatures danced and swayed to com-
poser Rene Dupéré’s New-Age jazz
score. Japanese Taiko drummers
descended from the 80-foot ceiling. A
36-foot circus ring broke off from the
main stage and sank as if swallowed by
an earthquake. An oversized vaudevil-
lian character resembling Baby Huey
appeared and started taunting the
audience.

Las Vegas has seen some rather
incredible acts through the years, but
the Cirque du Soleil has brought a
pool of talent never before seen on
the Strip. Indeed, assistant director
Pierre-Philippe Guay sees "Mys-
tére’s” 70 artists—which include
acrobats, clowns, comedians, actors,
dancers, singers, and 10 musicians
(no taped music here)—as one glori-
ous celebration of art. This canvas, or
tableau as he calls it, unfolds before you
like a beautiful French impressionist
painting.

Cirque du Soleil may be a big-top
production that has gotten a little
bigger, but it hasn't let audience mem-
bers forget that they are as much a part
of the performance as the characters on

E-38 NEVADA JULY/AUGUST 94

stage. Intimacy is the most important
ingredient in Cirque Du Soleil’s tableau
of colors.

The 90-minute performance is non-
stop. As one act ends, another immedi-
ately begins. The theater’s stage and
ceiling are constantly transformed,
stretching your peripheral vision to its
limits. Set designer Michel Créte’s mas-
sive, 72-foot-wide trapezoid platform
drops, revolves, and spits out new acts
on command.

During one segment, Chinese poles
drop from above, and a cast of 20 color-
fully dressed chameleon characters

Joining the Circus

“Mystére” plays at Treasure Island in
Las Vegas at 7:30 and 10:30 nightly,
dark Monday. Tickets are $42 (plus
tax) for adults and $21 for children 12
and under. Tickets are available at the
Cirque du Soleil ticket booth at Trea-
sure Island and The Mirage, or call
702-894-7722 or 800-392-1999. The
theater is equipped for wheeichairs
and has a sound system for the hear-
ing impaired. '

swing sets while executing

near-misses that would make fighter
pilots wince.

The Korean plank, or teeter, act has
been carried over from the Cirque’s
earlier production, “Nouvelle Experi-
ence.” The act involves three-man
jumps with a fourth person appearing
in a grand finale.

“It took us two months of practice
just to be able to jump up and down
straight on the teeter,” says Cirque
gymnast Michael Rice of Las Vegas.
“On a trampoline you use your own
power, but on the Korean plank you
have to use someone else’s power.”

After arousing Taiko drum bash, a
giant caricature of a snail creature
rolls on stage to close the “Mystére”
spectacle. The lights come up, and the
entire cast appears and waves to the
audience.

Unlike most stage productions in
Las Vegas that let you know you are
the audience and they are the stars,
Cirque du Soleil makes you feel as
though you're family. It's hard to let
the cast go.

Art Nadler is a feature writer for the Las
Vegas Sun.

Photo: Al Seib
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NIGHTLIFE

BURRELLE'S

By ANN HENDERSON ~x7 /.0 7 &
s a pirate in Treasure Island’s

daily swashbuckling sidewalk

show, Keoni Krameris lit on fire twice
a week and blown off his ship’s 28-
foot-highrigging several timesa day.

Kramer and his shipmates repre-
sent the newest type of Las Vegas en-
tertainer—the stunt man. In a city
known more for feathered showgirls
than plunging pirates, several ad-
venture-themed shows are appearing
at resorts hoping to draw family au-
diences. Stunt men (and women) are
the main ingredients of shows like the
Excalibur’s tournament jousts, the
Hilton’s “Starlight Express,” and Cir-
cus Circus’all-you-can-watch big-top
acts.

At Treasure Island, hundreds of
peopie jam the hotel’s wooden walk-
way to watch a spectacularly noisy
12-minute naval battle between the
pirate ship Hispaniola and the British
frigate H.M.S. Britannia. The show uses
28 stunt men, who play the roles of
eight pirates and 10 British sailors.

“We don’t want to just amuse the
audience,” says Jewels Love, the ho-
tel’s dircctor of entertainment opera-
tions. “We want to scare them. We
want them to say, " Wow!"”

Stunt men are a unique combina-
tion of technician and ath-
lete, according to Love.
“They have to maintain
their own stunts and rig-
ging, which demands a
high level ofskill and dis-
cipline notonly as actors
and stuntmen, but as spe-
cial-cffects experts as
well,” he says.

While the audience is
lining up to watch the
show, Kramer says, the
stunt men are checking
and rechecking the equip-
ment.

“If something isn‘t
right, we have the au-
thority to cancel a partic-
ularstunt,” he says. “We

L

i et
B
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Keoni Kramer gets fired up about his
stunts during the pirate battle.

get 100 percent backing on that.”
Kramer’s specialty is the body burn
that visitors can see during the 8:30
and 10 p.m. battles on Friday and Sat-
urday, a stunt he alternates with a
fellow high diver, Sonny Tipton.
Kramer’s skin is coated with a flame-
retardant gel while his costume is coat-
ed with a flammable solution. He
catches on fire when a charge on the

Pirates and pyrotechmics lughlight the Treasure Island show.

ship is triggered by remote control.

When he’s not Impersonating a pi-
rate flambeau, Kramer climbs the
ship’s rigging under the skull and
crossbones, fights another pirateover
abag of treasure, and wins the strug-
gle by shoving the shipmate into the
water. Kramer later gets thrown into
the drink when an explosion rips
through the stronghold behind the pi-
rate ship.

During each performance, 16 tech-
nicians work behind the scenes to or-
chestrate the cannons, explosions,
falling masts, and sinking-ship finale.
They also fill the continual need for
towels and dry costumes after each
dunking.

The cast spent about two months
learning the tightly scripted battle
plan. Chip Krupe, the show’s pro-
duction manager, says they dangled,
jumped, and perfected hand-to-hand
combat techniques on wooden repli-
cas at the former Dunes Hotel.

Kramer, a 25-year-old native of
Hawaii who has trained in the mar-
tial arts, has done stunt work for tele-
vision and movies. He says being a
Las Vegas stunt man offers more than
just an adrenaline rush—even when
he’s on fire.

“Every day is different. You never
know what to expect,” he
says. “Society teaches us
tobe careful, to conform.
Being a stunt man helps
me challenge what I've
been taught. That's when
you learn to trust your-
self. But,” he adds, “I1 do
like the adrenaline.”

Battles between the pi-
rate ship Hispaniola and
the British frigate HM.S.
Britannia are waged at
Treasure Island every 90
minutes from 5:30 to 11:30
p.n.daily. Admission is frec.

Ann Henderson is the Las
Vegns represcntative for
Nevada Magazine.

Photos: Jonn Gurzinsk
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"' Amazing

. Free Shows

! Pirates; statues, and volcanoes help
] hotels makqisﬁgcfgcles of themselves

A
e @

Vacation Specials
Hot Springs, B&Bs, and ‘Best of Nevada’

- UU.S. $3.95 = Canada $5.95

TIC 2375 Pirates battie the British Navy at
Treasure Island in Las Vegas.
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Pirates prepare for a spectacular battie with the British Navy in Buccaneer Bay at Treasure Isiand. The high-seas show sets sail on the Strip six times daily.
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r s vou soll through the new wing at
the Forum Shops at Caesars. vou

will encounter a number of extraor-
dinarv sights—a five-story Trojan
horse at F.A.O. Schwartz, an IMAX
mnouon simulator with a 3-D screen. and a caviar-
tena, a bar that specializes in caviar. Standing in the
Great Hall, vou admire the Roman statues and
make faces at the fish swimming in an enormous
saltwater aquarium.
Suddenly the lights
dim, and thunder
rumbles through the
rotunda. The real
show is ready to begin.
Statues descend
through the floor
and disappear. Up
through the foun-
tains — amidst  fire.
smoke, and stearmn—
nse three animagonic
characters: Adas, king
of Adanus; Alia, his
daughter the princess;
and Gadrius, his son
the prince. For the
next eight minutes the

The lost continent of Atlantis
magically springs to life inside
. the rotunda of the Forum Shops
roval family suuggles 3 Caesars in Las Vegas.

for conuol of their

mvthical kingdom. As they threaten, taunt, and
laugh at each other, the polvurethane figures seem
so realisoc that vou start thinking they're human.

The eightfoot-tall, 500-pound Gadrius, for
example, has 45 moving parws. His head nods and
turns. His mouth opens and closes. His cheeks
expand and contact. Even his brow wrinkles and
smooths. At the same time his shoulders shrug, his
torso twists, and his fingers move—all conurolled
by hydraulic cylinders, pneumatc actuators, and
rotary manifolds and synchronized by software at
33-millisecond intervals.

At the show's climax, a fierv batde ensues, and

Pnotos: Willam Carr/Stock Ex (lett inset). Gal Bandim (night)
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Volcanoes, statues,
and buccaneers come to life as

Nevada hotels make a spectacle of themselves.

By Deke Castleman

The Mirage volcand assumed the role of hotel marquee and began a veritable eruption of free
spectacles at Las Vegas resorts. The lava flows every halt hour at night.
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Singers, dancers, and even customers ride floats in the Masquerade Village at the Rio (above). A
teft, the 120-toot-tall mining machine puts on 3 show 2t the Silver Legacy in downtown Reno.

Adas' throne unfolds into a
hideous beast that drives the
kingdom to its watery doom.
Afterward, the audience dis
perses. presumably to eat
some cawiar, buy a toy, or. ult-
mately, feed some quarters
into a slot machine.

“Adants” is the latest in a
long line of loss-leader specta-
cles that Las Vegas and, 0 2
lesser extent, Reno have
rolled out to bring the people
in. Some of the most elaborate
shows take place outdoors,
while others are designed for
indoor astonishment. Many
follow their hotels' respecuve
themes—pirate battles, ani-
matronic animals, light shows,
and lava flows—and they are
free.

This stvle of exuavagant attraction can be traced all the way
back to the feverish imaginauon of Jay Sarno, 2 mad genius who,
it has been said, “threw off a shower of sparks wherever he went.”
After dreaming up the toga<lad and statue-srewn Roman theme
for Caesars Palace in the mid-1960s, Sarmo went on to open 2
bizarre casino that featured cir-

cus acts performed over the
blackjack tables and slot ma-
chines. It was a spectacle, all
right, butit wasn'tvet free. In the
beginning Sarmo charged admis-
sion to the carnival area. The entry fee lasted mere months. and
for the past 30 years Circus Circus has presented its clowns,
trapeze artsts, jugglers, and unicyclists free of charge between 11
a.m. and midnight daily.

The free extravaganza as a gambler ture didn't catch on in 2
big way for another 21 years, untl 1989, when the feverish imag-
ination of another promoter, Steve Wwynn, produced the farst
automated free show—an erupting volcano. Each night after dark
a 34+foot manmade mountain fronting the Mirage. with just a

An animatronic woll is the star of “Sunset Stampede” in the Sam's Town atrium.

Outside the Excalibur castle,
a fire-breathing dragon and
Merlin the Magician greet guests.

sidewalk separating it from
the Strip. roars 1o life, spewing
steam with a serpentine hiss,
shooting gasfed tongues of
flame to lick the night sky, and
roiling the reﬂecung-pbol
waters with red-light lava.
Pedestrian taffic grinds o a
halt, and at the end of the
four-minute spectacle some
people even walk inside the
casino.

wwnn has referred to the

volcano as the Mirage's “mar-
quee,” a combination of neon
sign, showroom spectacle,
and, with all due respect. free
bag o' popcorn. It's the “sig-
narure” of the hotel<asino,
providing instant recogniuon
and regularly scheduled fun
for anyone who happens bv.
The volcano set the stage, and the siandard, for the many such
shows that have followed, the variety and extent of which are un-
equaled anywhere else on Earth. .

Indeed, when Wynn opened Treasure Island next door four
he knew he had o outdo himself. So he built
Buccaneer Bay, and every nighta
Brigsh Nawy frigate sails around
the corner from  Spring
Mounuin Road into the bay,
there to engage 2 privateer’s
schooner in eight minutes of
swashbuckling, cannon-firing “pir'ate-technics.' Twenty stununen
wind up in the drink. A great place to catch the action is from a
seat on the pauo of the Buccaneer Bar.

Then there's the Fremont Street Experience, that colossal
graphicdisplay system that delivers state-of-the-art animaton and
acoustic effects on the curved underside of a 90-foot-high, four-
block-long canopy covering downtown Las Vegas. More than 2.1
million polychromadc lightbulbs and 908 concert-quality speak-
ers combine for six-minute. high-fidelity kaleidoscopic light shows

vears later,

mmam (b rARTL Kate Butler fmviclel
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through the Forum Shops
each dav. Laser lhightning

with countn. spacev, and
Vegasv themes. Like the
volcano and pirate batde,

& &

one-of-a-kind, but perhaps
the greatest moment in the
Expenence is when some-
one somewhere flicks a
switch and Glitter Gulch's
whole flambovant neon
facade”is simply shut off.
For a moment, from
Fizgeralds to the Las Vegas
Club, it’s dark on Fremont
Street, and that's some-
thing to see.

A vear ago the Rio un-
veiled 1ts new Masquerade
Village casino, restaurant,
and retail wing with its sig-
nature Show in the Sky.
During the show singers,
dancers, sulovalkers, and
bungee swingers, all in out-
rageous Mardi Grasstyle
costumes, perform on the
main stage. Meanwhile,

free spectacles and anima-
tronic emcee for the shov
His costars are Plutus
Venus, and Apollo. The
Fesuval Founuin is decid
edly less high-resolution
than “Adants” in the
Forum Shops’ other wing,
which goes 1o show how far
the technology has ad-
vanced in six vears. This
show is suitablv enhanced
by a margarita or two from
La Salsa Mexican restau-
rant, nearby in the rotunda.
Baily’s has a striking
nightume light show. In
Bally's plaza, a light, water,
and sound show splashes
waves of color across the
palm trees fronung the
Strip. At the Excalibur, the
thrill is more old-fashioned
parade floats—a riverboat, as a fire-breathing dragon
teacup, hot-air balloon and Merlin the Magician
swan—circle the casino,  The Fremont Street Experience has transtormed Glitter Guich into a light-and-sound show. greet guests.
suspended from a track on Dancing waters are an
the ceiling. The Show in the Skv is the only spectacle in which  old attractdon in Las Vegas; the Desert Inn fearured choreo-
VIsitoTs can participate; sign up in the casino to dress in costume  graphed jets of water 'way back in the 1950s. Today, you can catch
and nde one of the floats. a 10-minute dancing-waters show, “Sunset Stampede,” in the 18-
Las Vegas’ newest free public show can be seen in the outdoor  story atrium at Sam's Town. High atop a waterfall-carved cliff, a
Carnaval Court at the remodeled Harrah's on the Stip. Fireworks  larger-than-life animatronic wolf opens and closes (and steals) the
open and close “Carnaval Fantasuque,” which features 15 show. The dancing waters leap from the pool below to neck-cran-
dancers, gymnasts, acrobats, showgirls, and stiltwalkers. At 20 min-  ing heights amidst synchronized laser images and a booming
utes, “Carnaval Fantastique™ is not only the longest show of its  Western soundwrack.
kind in Las Vegas; it's also one of the few you can enjoy siting In Reno, a similar show takes place outdoors in the pool area
down (at tables outside the Ghirardelli ice<ream parlor). at the Peppermill in Reno. During spring and summer a num-
The Forum Shops has another animatronic show besides the  ber of creatures—a grizzly bear, wolf, two bighorn sheep, and a
new “Atands.” In 1992, Caesars Palace inroduced the Festival mountain lion—come to life as they emerge from the manmade
Fountain to enterwin the estimated 20,000 people who walk (Continued on page 86)

SR RO tiﬁh—century" casino, which fronts the
B 38 the most visually extravagant gambling

tHefshows themsélvds are \\\\\‘\\\\“‘{\“\\\\““‘meumm ..-v.,. B Bacchus, Roman god of

T
Ay

v

straight out of the Star Trek movies.

Y W “ ‘ : = wear Star Trek uniforms. Even the
- . ; - e

cle as'well, although it's not free. You
f Star Trek museum, which displavs
Anovies and television series, and a ime-
to the Enterprise for a four-minute mo-
“ntry into the 20th century—breaking
sa thrill and a half. Finally, you're de-
. T, it’s a 25-minute Experience if you
Earthlings gather at the entrance to the Star Trek ride. B jam. 10 11 p.m. daily —Deke Castleman

%,

‘ Photos: Sat Maimone (top). Steve Spatafore (boftom) marcraprriL 98 NEVADA MAGAZINE 15
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PIRATES OF PIZAZZ

(Conlmuedﬁvm page 15)

Sierra Mountain, bringing a touch of the
wild to the splashy scene.

Another Las Vegas-hke free show is
found at Silver Legacv, inside the huge
dome that changed the downtown Reno
skvline in 1995, There, vou can stare at a
gigantic machine, sort of 2 cross between
amining headframe. an oil derrick, a train
restle. and a railgun—in short, the world’s
largest erector set. This all-in-one Mr.
Magoo contraption mines ore from deep

AT0 TIC 2380

under the Legacy. refines it into silver, and
mints one-dollar silver tokens (the first two
processes are apocnyphal, but it actually
performs the last procedure). The ma-
chine is a spectacle in itself. but a show
does accompany it: 15 minutes of smoke
and fireworks and lasers and music go on
four umes daily.

Circus Circus in Reno. like its Las Vegas
counterpart, presents circus acts daily as
well as a carnival midway. For a bnghtidea

and raze anaques i
atone of the %
~most popular

v 1y thru Saturday 10 5.
& Sunday 1-5

702-273-2971
Toll Free 888-234-6835

e

#7380 sutdcors, the Comstock Hotel,

nedr the

Truckee River, ights up its corner of town
with the best displav of neon fireworks
anywhere. The Adanus. 100, sends waves of
color up its hotel towers.

The signature show is sall under devel-
opment, so the details are sketchy, butit’s
known that Bellagio, Mirage Resors’
$1.7-billion “greatest hotel on Earth,” will
feature a $30-million choreographed
water ballet in conjuncuon with the nine-
acre lake that fronts the Las Vegas prop-
erty. If Mirage Resorts’ recent history with
the volcano and pirate batie is any indi-
cauon, the free-spectacle ante will be
raised enormously by whatever emerges
from the designers’ imaginatons.

Deke Castleman 1s managing editor of the Las
Vegas Advisor.

Spectacle Guide

Following is a sampling of free outdoor
and indoor spectacles at Nevada hotels.
The area code is 702 throughout the state.

-Las Vegas-
Bally’s » 739-4111: Light, water, and sound
show takes place every 20 minutes at night
Circus Circus * 734-0410: Circus acts per-
form between 11 a.m. and midnight daily.
Excalibur ¢ 597-7777. Fire-breathing dragon.
Forum Shops at Caesars * 893-4800: “Adands”
and the Festuval Founuin both play every
hour on the hour at the Forum Shops be-
tween 10am. and 11 p.m.
Fremont Steet Experience ¢ 6785600: Light-
and-sound show plays everv hour on the
hour between 6 p.m. and midnight
Harrah's ¢ 369-5000: “Carnaval Fantastique”
at6:13, 7:45, and 9:15 p.m. Tues.-Fri. (on Sat
and Sun. at 4:45 as well). Dark Mon.
Mirage ¢ 791-7111: The volcano erupts every
30 minutes from 8 p.m. to 1 am. (in winter
starting at 6 p.m.).
Rio * 252-7777: Masquerade Village relives
Mardi Gras every two hours starting at noon
Mon.-Thurs. and 1 p.m. Fri.-Sat
Sam’s Town * 456-7777: “Sunset Stampede”
lightsup at 2, 6, 8, and 10 p.m.
Treasure Island ¢ 894-7111: Buccaneer Bay
shows take place every 90 minutes, at 4, 5:30,
7,8:30, 10, and 11:30 p.m. (wind conditons
cooperating).

-Reno-

Circus Circus * 329-0711: Circus acts per-
form bewween 11 a.m. and midnight daily.
Peppermill » 826-2121: Pool show every half
hour in the afternoon and evening, late
spring to early fall.
Sitver Legacy ¢ 329-4777: Mining machine
comes to life daily at 4, 6, 8, and 10 p.m. |
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Treasure Island s attention

T

" Not too many years ago, caginog
grabbed your. attention by handing
out free dni ®upans or offering
cheap shrimp cocktajls.

Not anymore.

Today’s “come-ong” can include
artificial volcanjc eruptions, white
tigers, dolphins, circug acts, phar.
oahs, emperors, kings, roller coast-
ers; and, more recently, pirates.

In fact, the new Treasure Island

resort in Las Vegas offers perhaps

the most elaborate variation of the
old free coupon lure.

~It-works like this: every hour or
s6; & huge crowd gathers around a
. sm4ll lagoon and pirate village ~—

called Buccaneer Bay. A faint mur-
MUPrises as about a dozen pirates
appear on the deck of the 80-foot
lang Hispaniola, the ship docked at
- the'Village.

The  pirates begin unloading
their booty, while the sounds of life
+ Seagulls, waves ang noisy color-
ful-pirate chatter — fill the air.
Suddenly, another ship — A Bri-
tish frigate named the HMS Brit-
tanid — glides around the corner
frgm the pirate village and moves
imo the bay.

.As the full-size ship enters the
lageon, the British captain loudly
demands the pirates lay down their
arms andd surrender. The pirates
Jurmp to defensive positions on their
ship, which is apparently trapped
inithe bay.

TTHe pirate captain responds with
a curse and the British fire a warmn.
ipg;ghot Jjust short of the Hispanio-
la’s..bow. The pirates fire back,
puiching a hole in the British
shiR’s topsail.

Angrily, the British fire again

HILL -0 KNOWLTON

With a cannon shot that rips
through the side of the pirate ship,
causing dark smoke to pour from
the deck.

The two sides trade insults and
then the English ship pops off four
quick shots; two hitting the water,
one striking the deck and the last
blasting through the mast, which
breaks off and dramatically falls
from the ship — pirates jumping
everywhere.

But the pirate captain, who
somehow remained aboard his ship,
refuses to surrender. Another shot
from the Brits explodes the pirate’s
powder magazine, where the explo-
gives are stored, and a pyrotechni.-
cal display erupts.

The desparate Pirate leader
spots his only remaining unfired
cannon, at the other end of the ship.
He grabs a rope hanging from one
of the masts and, in best Erry]
Flynn tradition, BWINgs across the
boat, snatches a fuse from the burn.
ing deck, and lights the cannon.

Since this ig Vegas, where pi-
rates always win, the shot is g
perfect strike. It smashes into the
British ship at the waterline, ex.
ploding the Brittania’s ammup)j.
tion. .

The proud ship shudders — the
British ‘sailors begin leaping from
its smoking, fiery deck — then
gradually sinks unt] only its masts
remain above water., Meantime, the
English captain salutes, then goes
down with his ship.

A narrator welcomes all to enter
and enjoy the bounties of Treasure
Island. :

It’s one hell of a come-on.

Of course, Treasure Island is a
bit more than the 15-minute pirate
show. The pirate-themed hotel has

grabber
! Traveler [

three, 36-story towers with 2,900
rooms, casino, two gourmet restau-
rants and six more casual eateries,
and a small shopping area.
Additionally, in keeping with Las
Vegas’ new push to attract families

and non-gamblers, the resort hag
Mutiny Bay, an 18,000 square foot
arcade with video games, pinball
and the new gimulated games
(where you really feel like you're
flying a jet or riding a motorcycle).

A particularly unique experience
can be found at “Mystere,” a new
show from the Montreal-based
Cirque eu Solej] troupe. The pro-
gram, which features 70 perform.- °
ance artists, clowns, musicians,
and acrobats, is an unusual mix-
ture of athleticism, illusion, contor-
tionism, and bizarreness — Iike
watching the Legislature,

Treasure Island ig located adja-

cent to thr Mirage Resort on the

727-6667.

Richard Morenc's Backyard Travel
o column appears In Sunday’'s Ap- -
peal. He is the author of “The Back-
yard Traveler" and “The Backyard
Traveler Returns,” which are avallable
al loca! book slo;o\n.
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FRP skulls highlight
Vegas resort sign. . . -

LAS VEGAS — Two huge 3341 -
tall preate skolls add 1o the buccancer
atmosphere of the new Treasure
Island Hotel and Cuasino on the Las
Vewas Sirip. Made of fiberelass rein-
forced plastic (FRD)Y. the skulls are
part of a 160-fi-tall entrance sign
welcoming guests 1o the resort com-
plex. Molded Fiber Glass Com-
panies/West. Adelanto. Calif., pro-
duced the FRP skulls. along with
ornate scrolls and sword hilts for the
signs.

Dimensions of the pirate-themed
skulls are awe-inspiring. Diameter of
the pirate’s earring is 6 .. and his
gold tooth 15 3 (. long.

./ 5‘. G e Pl
Completed Treasure Island sign fea-
tures molded FRP skulls, scrolls and

sword hilts.

The frec-standing sign was
designed by Atlandia Architects and
engineered and built by Ad/Art Signs
Inc. Headquaricred in Stockton,
Calif.. Ad/Art Signs specializes in
producing large. free-standing signage
for the entertainment and other mar-
kets.

And such large, free-standing signs
arc all the rage with Las Vegas resorts
today. They're a major part of all the
newest resorts (Luxor, MGM Grand
and Treusure [sland). and existing
resorts (most recently the Lds Vegas
Hilton) are replacing older. smaller
signs with giant ncw ones.

“There is a movemeni towards
large three-dimensional signage,”
stated Rowland Tessier o Ad/Ant
Signs. "The Treasure fstand sign is
unusual because 1t has both the fat,
two-dimensional surface combined
with the three-dimensional parts.”

MFG/West worker polishes the teeth
(including 3-ft.-long gold tooth) of one
of the FRP skulls for the Treasure
Island Hotel and Casino sign. —
Darrald Bennett photo, reproduced by
permission of the Daily Press. All
nghts reserved.

Ad/Art Signs decided 1o use fiber-
glass for the parts becavse FRP
offered advantages over alternative
materials. Fiberglass could be mold-
ed into large, three-dimensional
shapes and pigmented with the
desired color and transtucency for the
backiighiing of the skuils. Another
significant benefit is the high
st ength-to-weight ratio of fiberglass.

But building a human skull 32 it
tall, 20 fr. wide and 13 ft. deep takes
more than a skeleton crew. Tooling
fcr the large intricate parts was com-
pleted by MJM Studios, located in
New Jersey. Mike MacLeod. owner
and sculptor of MIM, directed a team
of artisans in hand-sculpting the
skulls, scrolls and sword hilts. To
create this work of art, the sculptors
were lowered on-swings over the skull
and uulized video cameras and moni-
tors to view the entire skull as they
worked on each portion.

MFG/West utilized a hand lay-
up/spray-up process to built the fiber-
glass components. Completion
required 15.000 1b. of material and
10.000 hours of labor.

There were some special chal-
lenges in producing such large parts.
Spray-up of the laminate required
exira carce to produce uniform thick-
ness and translucency. Releasing the
large parts [rom the plaster molds was
also difficult since the parts were
Fand-sculpted with intricaie details,
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Las Vegas ISRAELITE
Mystere Characters
‘Escape’ Treasure Island,
Spend Afternoon At
Hughes Center
Tenant Appreciation

TOWERING VIEW - A character from Cirque
du Szleil‘s Mystere production from
Treasdre Island casts a striking pose in
front of the 17-story First Interstate Tower
at the recent Hudhes Center’s 5th Annual
Tenant Appreciation party. The Howard
Hughes Corporation sponsored the colorful
event, attended this year by about 1,200
tenants of the 120-acre master-planned
mixed-use center. Members of the cast
from the Mystere production made a rare
guest appearance at the circus-themed
event, joining a circus band and various "
entertainere

Characters from the Cirque du Soleil's
Mystere production recently “escaped” from
Treasure lIsland and made a rare guest
appearance on the grounds of Hughes Center
where more than 1,200 tenants participated in
the 5th Annual Tenant Appreciation event.

Tenants converged from the landmark
First Interstate Tower and adjoining buildings
of the 120-acre mixed use master-planned
business and financial park to a circus
atmosphere on the grassy mall.

Mystere characters set the tone for the
circus theme which included a 13-piece
circus band, directed by George Morrisey,
and magician Kevin Barnes, ventriloquist Ken
Karter, multifaceted entertainer Scott Linker
and Dandy the Clown.

“It is our way of showing appreciation for
the continued support of our distinguished
tenants,” said Judy Cebulko, director of
property management for The Howard Hughes
Corporation, developer of the center.

Cebulko said balloons, authentic circus
posters and a buffet luncheon transformed the
lush grounds into a festive atmosphere.

“Our tenants thoroughly enjoyed the
popcorn and cotton candy served from
traditional machines operates on site and a
genuine calliope and huge ‘circus tent’
entrances put the finishing touches on our
theme."

Flair Marketing and Party Plan-It, Inc.

. coordinated the entertainment and
decorations. /
]
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Por S‘{eve CRESPI

hior, Ana Muria v los chicos de la prensa. en"Francesci:'s”
¢l restaurante inliano de lujo del Treasure Island Hotel &
Casino. S§ usted estd buscando poruna suprema experien<;a
' el arte del buen comer y la buena clase, entonces
“rancesco’s” es el lugar para usted. El servicio es de pnmera
- verdaderamente impecable. EJ mandger. 0 Maiue D'H:xel
Mario Disi es un anfition remarcable que lo hace sentir a
“gited como en su casa. Yo s0lo puede decir que este fotdgrafo
1c anda sbehto le peg6 al clavo cuando lo invitaron a probar
. mend cln este maravilloso restaurante con ambicnre
florentino y toque veneciano. El mejor que he visto en mis
Suchos aﬁlbs en LV. Mi platllo favorio, ¢] que yo elegi fue Para abrir boca, como aperitivo nos sirvieron unos scampis
deliciosg Veal Marsala cubierto de champifiones. estuvo  gigantes al estilo Mediterréneo. ricamente sauteados en gar-

mnlemente “sensacionalle.” lic al “burro™ que quicre decir mantequilla en italiano. la tierra

i Estwvimos de manicies largos en compania de nuestro

-

.
-t

] de nus padres. con su respectivo toque de vino bianco:
igualmente apetitoso se veia el Osso Bucco que estaba
saboreando el Sr. Comro y el pescado a la Florentina de la
bella Ana Maria, todo esto rociado por un vino exquisito
Valpoliccella escogido por el Sommelier. Pero no tome mi
palabra como un hecho vaya y compruébelo por si mismo.
i No se arrepentrd.

——
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Sales Tops

Creating the Perfect Wedding

hen 1t comes 1o matri-

monial matters, Nevada

hasareputadon for pro-

viding evervthing from

romantic oaditonal wed-
dings to ceremonies that will be
remembered for their unusual
seuings. For example, A Liule
White Chapelin Las Vegas offers
ceremonies in the Tunnel of
Love, 2 160-by-20-foot canopv
decorated with stars, cherubs,
the moon, and the words *] Love
ou. I WantYou, I Can't Live
Without You.” The tunne! is be-
ing promoted for drive-, walk-,
even rollerblade-through wed-
dings. Treasure Island in Las Ve-
glm offers weddings aboard the
Briush naval frigate, the H.MLS.
Britanma.

Froma markedng standpoint,
one of the hottest trends in the industry is the
vow renewal ceremony, which offers an ex-
cellent opportunity for promotions to older
couples. Some tips: Valentine's Dav is the
blisiest day for weddingsin Nevada, and prices
can be higher on that holiday. Generally, prices
are lower and resenations easier (0 obtain at
midweek. Chambers of commerce listed in
the Vacatdon Hot Lines in Nevada Events and
Shiows are a helpful source of wedding chapel
locauons.

The following Las Vegas-area hotels re-
sponded 1o a survey about the senvices they
pravide. Ministers’ fees are extra exceptwhere
noted. Nevada's area code is 702.

L::lls Vegas
Bally's: Celebradon Wedding Chapel holds
up L\o 50 guests and can be reserved for up to
one|hdur. The chapel has a modemn Victori-
anseting with crystal chandeliers and a stained-
glass mural. At $235, “Cherish, " the basic wed-
dingI package, allows 30 minutes for the cer-
emony, candlelight, music, a bridal bouquet
with matching boutonniere, and a photo pack-
age. Junity candle ceremonyis available. The
chapelcan provide flowers and video and still
photographers. Call 7394939 or 800-872-121 1.
Bellagio: When the hotel opensin fall 1998,
ttwilllhave two wedding chapels, one accom-
modalling 90 guests and the other 50. The
chapels will be decorated in pastel colorsand
have draped frame windows ofamethyst Venet-

. | , . ; .
1an glass, Wedding parties have a minimum

of one hour chapel time, and prices will be-
gin atabout $850. Call 888-464-4436.

Circus Circus: Chapel of the Fountain seats
15 guests. The chapel's blue color scheme is
set off bv a stained-glass window and a foun-
@in. At3125, the hotel's basic wedding pack-
age offers the ceremony, minister, and mu-
sic. Couples who want a package with accom-
modations can choose the "Big Top,” which
includesa one-nightstay, photos, flowers, and
a wedding video for $350. Call 734-0410.

Excalibur: The Canterbury Wedding Chapel
has two chapels, one that can handle 35 guests,
the other 140. The chapelscan be reserved in
30-minute increments. Thevare decorated in
pastel green and cream and have oak wood,
uered chandeliers, floral arrangements, and
stained glass patterned after Notre Dame. At
$165, the basic package includes the ceremony
and music. The chapel can provide flowers,
video and still photographers, wedding cake,
and recepuon. The bride and groom can be
married in medieval costumes. Couples who
wanta package that includes accommodatons
can choose the “Countand Countess,” which
offersaone-nightstay, room service breakfast
for oo, the ceremony, music, flowers for the
bride and groom, photos. and video for $495.
Call 597-7777.

Flamingo Hilton Las Vegas: The Garden
Chapel seats 65 guests and can be reserved
from 30 1o 45 minutes. The chapel is a gar-
densetting with high ceilings and topiarvart.
The basic wedding package includes the cer-

6 NEVADA TRAVEL UPDATE

Altar-bound couples who prefer traditional ceremonies will find a
choice of elegantly decorated chapels, such as the European-style

wedding chapel at Treasure Island in Las Vegas.

L

emony and is 3150 Sundav
through Thursday, $175 on Fri-
davand Saturday. The chapel can
provide flowers, video and stil}
photographers, gown and tux
rental, wedding cake, and re-
cepuon. Packages that offer ac-
commodations begin at $369.
Call 733-3492.

Imperiat Palace: We've Onlyv
JustBegun Wedding Chapel seats
100 people and can be reserved
for 30 minutes. The chapel is dec-
orated with burgundy love seats,
chiffon-draped pillars, and flow-
ers. Ceremonies can also be con-
ducted in the hotel'sautomobile
collection. At $55, the basic wed-
ding package includes the cere-
mony, limo service 10 and from
the marmiage license bureau, and
the minister's fee. Flowers, video
and sull photographers, gown and tux rental,
wedding cake, and reception can be provid-
ed. Call 800-346-3373.

Jackie Gaughan's Plaza: Heritage Wedding
Chapelat the Plazaseats 60 guestsand can be
reserved for 30 minutes. At 8149, the basic
wedding package includes wedding coordi-
nator, ceremony, flowers for bride and groom,
photos, and mped music. The focal point of
the chapel is a white baby grand piano and
stained-glass window. Flowers, video and sill
photographers, gown and wix rental, wedding
cake, and reception can be provided. Pack-
ages that include accommodations begin at
$499 for “Veils and Bows,” which offers a one-
night sy, personal coordinator, ceremony,
flowers, music, photos, and video. Call 888
241-5000.

MGM Grand: The Forever Grand Wedding
Chapel is in the blueprint stage and should
open in fall 1998.

Monte Carlo: The Chapel at Monte Carlo
seats 105 guests and can be reserved for 30
minutes. At $285, “Chantlly” includes the cer-
emony, music, photos, and flowers for bride
and groom. The chapel has painted murals
behind French doors and light wood with col-
oraccents of ivory, peach, and pink. Flowers,
video and still photographers, wedding cake,
and reception are available. The Monte Car-
lo offers live music, vow renewals, and an on-
site florist. Packages with accommodations in-
clude the “Chateau Royale," which lists a two-
nightstay, room service contnental breakfast,



and the amenitesin the “Chantllh " wedding

package plus addivonal photos and a video.

Pricesare $750 Sundav through Thursdavand

~850 Fridav. Saturday. and holidavs. Cal) SO0
22.8651.

New York-New York: New York-New York
Wedding Chapel hasasmall chapel thatseats
30 guestsand another thatseats 52, which can
be reserved for 30 minutes. The decorisof a
penthouse overlooking Central Park. Flow-
ers. \ideo and sull photographers. wedding
cake.and recepuon can be provided. At $203,
the basic wedding package includes a cere-
mony in the small chapel and minister’s fee.
Couples can choose the “Park Avenue Promis
es” package with accommodationsand its one-
night stav, ceremony, flowers for bride and
groom. photos, video, and wedding gifi bas-
Ket. Prices are $625 Sundav through Thurs-
dav. $630 on Friday. Call 888-652-6969.

The Orleans: Chape! Orleans holds 500
guests and can be reserved from 30 minutes
toone hour depending upon the package se-
lected. The chapel has murals, draped pillars,
and flower arrangements. At $100, the basic
“Zirconia” package includes the ceremonv
and minister's fee. Flowers, video and still pho-
tographers. gown and wx rental, wedding
cake, and reception can be provided. Mulu-
lingualsenices are available. The “Diamond”
is a package with accommodations and in-
ludes a nvo-night siay, manicure and pedi-
nire for the bride, breakfast in bed, limo ser-
-eto the marriage bureau, champagne flutes,
video, flowers for the bride and groom, pho-
10 album, and music for $675. Call 363-7555.

T Rio Suite Hotel: The Gardenia Chapel seats

6Q guests, which is booked in 30-minute in-
crements, and the Rose Chapel, which is re-
seqved on an hourly basis. The decor is limed
oak tones, white pillars, and arched ceilings.
The "Copacabana” basic package includes the
ceremony, minister’s fee, photos, and flow-
ers for bride and groom. The price is $375
Sunlfay through Thursday and $400 Friday,
Satu\< day, and holiday weekends. Ceremony-
onlypptions are available upon request. Flow-
ers, \ideo and sull photographers, wedding
cake)and reception can be provided. Cou-
ples ¢an choose an accommodations pack-
age, the “Rio Carnivale,” which lists the cere-
monvand minister’s fee, one-nightsuay, com-
plime}nary hors d'oeuvre and champagne
tray, photos, video, flowers for bride and
groom\ pianist, limo to courthouse (or a one-
hour jayride), wine tasting for two people,
wedding cake (for up to 20 people), and nwo
tckets th ride in the Masquerade parade. The
price is{$1,575 Sunday through Thursday,
$1,650 Eriday, Saturday, and holiday week-
ends. Ca‘ll 888-746-5625.

Riviera: The Wedding Chapel in the Riv-

iera Hotel seats 50 guestsand can be resenved
for 45 minutes. At$179. the basic package in-
cludesthe ceremony, photos, and flowers for
the bride and groom. The decoris a blend of
softcolors:ivory, mauve, burgundv.and pink.
Flowers, video and sull photographers. wed-

“ding cake, and reception can be provided.

Couples can choose the "Lquur}-»Regal"
accommodauons package, which lists a nvo-
night siay. photos, flowers for the bride and
groom. video, and live music for $879. Call
800-634-6753.

Treasure Island: The Wedding Chapels seat
30and 60 guestsand can be reserved from 30
minutes to one hour. The European-style
decor features marble-lined altars and floral
arrangements. At $387, the basic wedding
package includes flowers for bride and groom,
photos, wedding coordinator, music, and min-
ister’s fee. Flowers, video and stll photogra-
phers, wedding cake. and reception can be
provided. Couples can choose the *Pear| Pack-
age” accommodations package, which lists a
one-night stay, flowers for bride and groom,
video, photos, music, wedding coordinator,
minister's fee, and toast-
ing flutes for $799. Call
800-866-4748.

Tropicana: The Is-
land Wedding Chapel
seats 60 guests and can
be reserved in 30-
minute increments. The tropical-Hawaijan
decorfeatures waterfalls, palm trees,and a la-
goon. At $295, the basic wedding package in-
cludes live music, flowers for the bride and
groom, and photos. The chapel can fumish
unity candles, frames, albums, and cake tops.
Flowers, video and sull photographers, gown
and tux rental, wedding cake, and reception
can be provided. Couples can choose the
“Tropics™ accommodations package, which
listsa two-nightstay, limo service for one hour,
photos, music, flowers for bride and groom,
video, botle of champagne, commemorative
champagne glasses, and a wedding frame for
$795. Call 800-325-5839.

Laughlin

In the resort town on the Colorado River,
couples can be married during a cruise aboard
the Edgewater Belle. The boat's captain, who is
an ordained minister, officiates at the cere-
mony (298-1047). The Riverside also offers
shipboard weddings (298-2535, ext. 5829).

Colorado Belle: The hotel's catering de-
partment customizes ceremonies for 100
guestsin one-hourincrements. The decor fea-
tures white plantaton columns, white lattice
arch with ivy, white satin chair covers with rulle
bows, and white aisle runner. At $300, the ba-
sic wedding package includes the ceremony,

Sates Tip

live piano music. photo session, and a com-
piimentav nvo-night stavon the couple’s first
anniversary. Flowers, sull photographer. wed-
ding cake, and reception are available. Wed-
dings can also be performed ouside with the
Colorado Riverasa backdrop. Packages with
accommodatonsare customized for the wed-
ding. Call 298+4000.

Harrah's Laughlin: The Harrah's Laughlin
Wedding Chapel seats 30 guests and can be
reserved for one hour. The chapel has an old-
fashioned. traditional look. At $199. the ba-
sic package includes the ceremony, flowers
for the bride and groom. and photos. Flow-
ers, still phatographer, wedding cake, and re-
cepuon are available. Call 298-4600.

Riverside: The Wedding Chapel seats 22
guests and can be reserved in 30-minute in-
crements. The radivonal decoris white tulle,
silk flower baskets, a wedding arch, and can-
dlelight. At$135, the basic package includes
the ceremony, flowers for bride, groom, maid
of honor, and best man, commemorative
champagne glasses, and a bottle of cham-
pagne. Flowers are included. and video and

One of the hottest trends in the industry is the
vow renewal ceremony, which offers an excellent
opportunity for promotions to older couples.

still photographers, gown and tux rental, wed-
ding cake, and reception can be provided.
The Riverside also offers gazebo, riverboat,
and beach-house settings. Couples can choose
the “Forever Yours™ package with accommo-
dations, which consists of the basic package
and a one-night stay. The package rates are
$265 from September 2 1o May 15, and $300
from May 16 10 September 1. Call 2982535,
ext. 5822.

Mesquite

CasaBlanca: The outdoor gazebo accom-
modates up to 400 guests, with no specified
tme limitfor the ceremony. The gazeboisset
in tropical Jandscaping that surrounds a la-
goon with a waterfall. Indoor ceremonies are
also available. At $145, the basic package in-
cludes the cerernony and flowers for the bride
and groom. Flowers, still photographer, wed-
ding cake, and reception can be arranged.
Couples can choose the “Honeymoon Spe-
cial” accommodations package, which fea-
tures a one-nightstay, ceremony, and flowers
for the bride and groom for $275. Call 800-
459-7529 for details.

Next issue look for information about wedding
services and locations in the Reno, Sparks, and
Lake Tahoe area.

NEVADA TRAVEL UPDATE 7
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Lines move fast when

By BARRY DANIELS fg ¢7

'YOU'VE BEEN waiting
about 45 minutes at your fa-
vorite casino buffet when

~ you see a party of four pass-

ing everyone in your line
faster than a nervous ambu-
lance driver on the way to
the hospital. They bolt di-
rectly to the head of the line,
hand the cashier a white slip
of paper, ‘and are seated
within seconds.

‘Your ‘initial reaction is to:
1) Smash their faces into a
pile resembling lumpy
mashed potatoes; 2) Dump
a Jell-o mold on top of their
heads: 3) Open a can of gar-
bonzo beans and pour the
Jjuice down their necks. -

Why are they already en-

Jjoying their appetizer while
youre stll waiting in line?
Simple. They have a “comp,”
while you have a bad case of
shrimp cocktail drooling
syndrome. ' _
The question then be-
comes, how did they get that
“comp” and, mere impor-
tantly, how can you get one?
By betting on race and
sports events at certain casi-
nos around town, you too
can go to the frent of the line
with a coveted “comp.”
Jimmy Croley, race and
sports manager at Treasure

‘Island. reports the “comp”
N -

you're ‘comped”

System at his establishment .

has been a great success. -
“All of our race and sports

bettors are presented with a

Treasure Island Sporting

- Club Card,” noted Croley.

“Every time the player
makes a bet, they present
their card to the ticket writ-

er who swipes it through a -

credit card-like machine.

Points are awarded for every

wager, but the promotion is
geared more toward horse
bettors because of the large
bets we already receive on
sports. For every $1 wa-
gered on the horses, the cus-
tomer receives two points.
By contrast, for every $3 bet
on sports, the club member

. ﬁ Pleasc sce Comped p17
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Casinos make -pgi-n‘rs with players

Comped Con't. from p3
receives just one point.’

IN CASE YOU'RE wonder-
ing, it takes 7.000 points to
see 'Mystere and every 100
points may be redeemed for
$1 toward your room rate.

Two months ago, the race
and sports book at the Sa-
hara Hotel started a Home-
stretch Club exclusively for
horse players.

“The club has been re-
ceived really well,” said Rich
DeLuca, race and sports di-
rector. "It has helped us tre-
mendously. For every dollar
wagered, a Homestretch
Club member receives one
point toward rooms, restau-
rants and even gift certifi-

' cates to Herda's appliance

store. We continue to hand-

" comp our sports players.”

The Imperial Palace has
the town’'s oldest redemp-
tion club, according to Kelly
Downey, assistant race and

_Sports manager.

“We have separate re-
demption clubs,” stated
Downey. “The one for sports

is called the Parlay Card
Club. The one for races is
called the Turf Club. We
don’t have an actual card for
members, but instead issue
them a four-digit number
they must use when making
a wager. The Turf Club re-
wards its members with one
point for every dollar bet,
while members of the Parlay
Club Card must wager 83 to
earn one point. The excep-
tion is wagers on parlay
cards, where the number of
points awarded is equal to
the dollar amount wagered.”

THE GAMING S‘ONTROL

BOARD had proposed a reg-
ulation change that might af-
fect these redemption clubs.
The amendment stated that
arace and sports book shall .
not agree to refund or rebate -
to any bettor any portion or
percentage of the full face
value of a wager.

Greg Gale, who heads up
the Gaming Control Board's
Audit Division, stated that at

-the present time the amend-

ment prohibits cash rebates
only and does not affect the
rewarding of casino services
such as restaurants, shows
and rooms.

——
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-

etveen Julv 17 and August 17, giing

stocks continued to decline along with the

broad index. The Bear Stearns gaming
industiv index decreased by 123 percent. to 343.5
over the last month. while the S&P Index decreased
3.7 percent to 1083.7. The Beur Stearns Nevada
Ganung Index decrensed 12,5 percent over the List
month 1o 263.8.

As oveicapuacity and ditficult business condi-
tions continue on the Lis Vegas Sirip. the siock
prices of several major operators have Leen hut.
MGM Grand's stock (MGG) fell 8.5 percent for the
month, 1o $30 174, while Mirage Resous (MIR) price
cdecreased 11.7 percent. 10 $18 7/10. on news of
Chairman Steve Wynn selling 3 nullion shures of the
company’s stock.

The stock price for Circus Circus (CIR). the
company with the greatest exposure on the Las
Vegas Strip, continued to decline dunng the month
with a drop of 20.6
percent. to S12 1/2.
Investors appear 10 be
concerned about the
COMpany’s .nnounce-
ment that Mandalay
Bay, its Intest develop-
ment under consiruc-
tion on the Lus Vegus
Strip, has sunk up 10
16 inches in areas.

Meunwhile, the
Bear Stexrns Riverbout
Index declined 118
percent for the month,
despite recent xiabi-
lization in nuany of the
nverboat muarkets.
Several operatoss with

properties in the

nes

emerging nulrkets experienced declines. Harrah's
Entertainment’s (HET) price decreased by 12.9
percent. ic 518 172, despite a favorable response 10
is planned merger svith Rio Hotel & Casino (RHC).
Boyd Gaming (BYD) shares fell 12.6 percent, 10 5
3/16. Hollynood Park's (HPX) share price
decreased 1.1 percent for the month, o 31t 3/10.
Finally. Sizt:on Casinos’ (STN) siock price cropped
nexrly 60 oercent following the terminaton of its
merger agreement with Crescent Real Estate Equities
(CEI).

Also on a decline, the Bear Siearns Gaming
Equipment Index decreased 11 3 percent for the
montlt. 10 350.5. International Game Technology
(IGT) wus flar, closing at $23 15/16, while Giech's
(GTK) shares dropped 14.2 percent, 10 29 3/4.
Finally, alliance Gaimng Corp. (ALLY) showed a
decrease of 25.3 percent for the moath, to §2 7/3,
while Anchor Gaming's (SLOT) shares fell 11.3
percent 10 63 3/16.

Harrah’s, Rio to Merge

Hamah's Ententainment and Rio Hotel and
Casino announced a definitive merger agreement
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ot whch By s s cvpected to aequue all
Rio shines o one-orone stock hansichon and
the asstumprien of Rios ouistindng deb e mns:

cnion s alued at appiovimaicly 3518 mullion and

(e assumption of $370 million m Rio debt (yer-
us

end 1953) for 1 ol vilue of $888 mittion. Ti
would imply @ multiple rngmg iom approxintely
(.8 tmes 10 7.1 imes estintied $125 10 3130 nulkion
1999 EBITDA for Rio. The tansaction 1s expecied (0

e ax-tree 10 ®io shaccholders.

We believe the meiger is post-

tve for hoth companies, and expect

the deal 10 be acaretive 10 emmnings

in the st year after closing
Through the merger Hanah's will
gain immediate access to its first full
destmanon resort, replete with
“must-see” features, and 1 cross
section of the Lis Vegas tourist and
“locals” murkets which the company
does not currently penetrate.

The merger is contingent upon
approval by a majority ol share-
holders of Dboth companies.
Approvals must also be obrained by
gaming regulators in muluple juris-
dictions. Given that Rio is licensed
in Nevada, which has a well
r:spected regulatory environment,
we anticipate timely approvals in

cther gamma surisdicnons The companies expect
the Jeal 10 close by the end of 1593,

Rio s 1 unique and tughly sttzactive propenty,
but it also 1 single propeny and dependent upon
the incieasingly compeniive Las Vegas Stnp maket.
At range of 0.8 times to 7.1 times estimated 1999
cash flow, e believe the ransaction is priced fairly
both for Harrah's and Rio shaieholders. Other
recent proposed guming transaciiens have varied in
value, ranging from 0.5 umes fornard EBITDA
{Harrah's/Shosvboat,  Colony  Capital/Harvey's
Casino Resoits) to 8.25 umes forvard EBITDA
(Hilton Hotels/Grand Casinos).

Howvever, the comparison cf these precedent
(ransactions (o0 the Harrah's-Rio merger is difficult
Wiile ilie prior deals have (ypically involved the
acquisition of a company trading at a significantly
lower multiple, here the transac:ion represents the
use of one lov-muliiple stock us currency (o
purchase another, tax free.

Through the Rio merger Harrah's will gain
access (o its first premier destination resort in Las
Vegas, and entsee into the high-end gaming market.
In addition, the company will penetrate the stable
Las Vegas “locals” market, which still makes up a
sizable portion of the Rio patron base despite the
fact that more recent improvements at the property
cater prmarily 0 tourisis.

While Rio is a single-property company, it is
well respected owing 1o its methodical development
history and strong management. The company's
suite-only hotel rooms and famous “Carnival World
Buffet” have historically been its strongest selling
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puints - The property has giown in five distind

phises, from a mid-sized casino prinuoly seiving

the “locals™ maker, 10 a4 linstrate award-winning

themed destmanon resoit. Rio cunrently offers over
2,500 suites and over 3,000 gaming positions within
120.000 squure feet of cusing spice.

The latest nuyjor attraction at Rio. added to the

property last yeur, is the “Masqueiade Vilage.” The

willige is o tood, entermainment and retail attiction
oftering periodic “Rio/Mardi Gras style” parades

THROUGH JTHE MERCER
HARRAH'S WILL GAIN
IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO ITS
FIRST FULL DESTINATION
RESORT, REPLETE WITH

“MUST-SEE” FEATURES, AND

A CROSS SECTION OF THE
LAS VEGAS TOURIST AND
“LOCALS” MARKETS WHICH
THE COMPANY DOES NOT
CURRENTLY PENETRATE.

with foats suspended from the
ceiling. An additional $200 mitlion
in improvements associated with
the Masquerade Village is also
nearly complete. The latest expan-
sion includes roadway improve-
ments, 100,000 square foot
convention center, 10,000 square
feet of new renail space, nine luxu-
rious “Palazzo” suites (to help Rio
secure its place in the increasingly
competitive high-end  baccarat
market), an expanded outdoor
entertainment area with an addi-
tional svimming pool, a 630-car
valet parking garage, and other
related ameznities.

Through the merger Harrah's

will also acquire the newly developed 18-hole
Rio Seca” golf comse and golf training center,
located in subutban Las Vegas. Given the large
number of patrons Harrah's 1s expected (o host
betneen the existing Harrah's Las Vegas and Rio
preperties, the utility of the course should be
better maximized under the combined company
than it is by Rio today.

Future development plans for Rio are now
expecied (0 be scrutinized by Harrah's manage-
ment. The most significant project on Rio's plate is 2
new and separate 3,000-room resort on 43 acres
adjacent (o the existing Rio property.

Under the plan, the company ~ould build a
separate 3,000-room hotel-casino resort property; a
new road, which would provide additional access

Jason Ader is senior managing divector for
Bear Stearus responsible for equity research
coverage of the gaming, lodging and leisnre
industries. He has been a member of the
lustitutional Investor All-America Researcl
Team since 1994, and bas been distinguished
in two Wall Street Journal All-Star Analyst
Surveys. He publisbes the Global Gaming
Almanac, the US. Lodging Almanac tbe
weekly Worldwide Gaming Analysis, quar-
terly Lodging Industry Brand Segments
Report and weekly Lodging Investment
Report. He can be reacted by e—mail at *
jader@bear.com
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o the Las Vegas Suip; and various additions to the existing Rio Suite Hotel & Casino.
While the timetable, theme and cost of the separate hotel casino resort project have

_not yet been established by Rio, we would estimate the cost at approximately $500

mitlion to $550 million. Given the increasingly competitive conditions on the Las Vegas
Strip, with more than 21,000 new rooms expected to be developed by 2000, we believe
Harrah's will move cautiously in evaluating this ambitious plan.

Risk associated with Rio's emergence into the high-end Asian baccarat market
should be minimized through the Harrah's merger. Rio has aggressively pursued the high-
end Asian baccarat business in recent months. New amenities at the propery are geared
for the high-end player, and Rio appears (o have successfully captured market share from
other casinos catering (o high-rollers.

As a stand-alone casino, earnings volatility related to high-end play presented a
substantial risk for Rio. The market is expected to become more competitive in the future,
and *bad luck” at the iables during any given quarter can severely influence results. This
was the case last quarter when EBITDA at Rio decreased by more than 18 percent to
$20.1 million, from $24.5 million during last year's comparable quarter. The decline was
almost exclusively atributable to below average wble.game hold percentages.

In the context of approximately $1.8 billion in anticipated revenues from the
combined company, high-end play is expected to represent less than 1 percent of
company-wide revenues. This should effectively reduce the risk associated with high-
end play for Hamah's. Meanwhile, Harrah's will have the facilities and ability to carefully
scrutinize high-end play and determine what role it should have in the company's future.

Just before announcing their merger, both Hamah's and Rio announced their
planned investments of $15 million each in a new Las Vegas-based airline, to be called
National Airlines. At the time of the announcement we indicated that as key investors in
the new airline, each company would be able to capitalize on marketing opportunities
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and provide 4 cusition i mmALIINg occy-
pancy e eds ot ither propenies.

fromeally, the companies have staed :hat
stowas dunng iheir discussions of the auline
invesiment that their compuatibility and the
potenual Lenefits of the merger came 1o fight.
With $20 nmihon invesied in National Aiiines
following the merger, Harrah's should recre-
sent approxunately 38 percent of the voling
common stock cf the arline, Now, 35 ke only
gaming operstor math an invesiment 1n
Nitional Airhnes, we believe the beneiis 10
Harrah's could be immeasurable.

We expect the merger 1o be accretive (o
Harrah's earnings in 1999, with most of the
benefits being manifested through synergies
and cost savings. There are several Ways e
believe cost savings can be achieved.

Harrah's anncipates approximaiely 37.0
million in savings in operating costs, sphi
equally over the first vo vears following ihe
close of the dezl. The company also anticicales
savings in purchasing costs.

We believe that as a single propeny Rio
has significant diseconomies of scale io be
exploited. We would also point out, honever,
that some items unique 10 Rio wiil have (0 be
mmniained (o presenve the propemy's unique
snd separate identity. We would anuicipate cost
.Lavings in the areas of INsurance, maintenance
upplies and services, laundry services, and
limited food supplies.

Finally, e expect Harrah's to refinance
Rio's 3370 million in debt, reduc:ng the
cempany’s blended rate (estimated 10 be
above 9.0 percent) 10 Harrah's 7.0 percent
credit faclity The companies believe ihis
sheuld result in annual savings of approxi-
mately $4.5 million 10 55 million in nterest
expense.

We hehieve meremenial revenue growih
could he ealized theough murk syneigics,
especiaily in the Las Vegas mariet where
Harrah's currently operaies a casing near o,
However, s such synergies are diificult 1o
quantifv ne have not inciuded revenye gronih
mour gro-forma esiimates ‘or the combined
ccmpany

Harrah's and Rio indicated that there s
currently minimal cross-over beineen their
respective pairon data bases, implying that
Cross-marketing  opportunities  should be
substantal. This could allow Harrah's 1o
market the Rio property as a unique experi-
ence to exisiing Harrah's patrons, and inlegrate
Rio paucns into the Harrah's Toral Gold
nationz! brand and customer loyalry program.

While both properues currendy enjov
favorable cccupancy levels (94 percenl at
Hatrah's and 95 percent at Rio) Hamah's plans
(0 ncresse the average gaming win per oceu-
pied room with the expanded markeung resch
gained through the merger, Fornarding the
eifort of cross-pollinating the Harrah's and Rio
patron bases should be the rechnolegical inno-
vations being implemented across the Harrah's
(and nenlv 2cquired Showboar) propenies.

Hareah s uses Total Gold and refated (2nd
i some (3ses proprietary) technoloyy 1o cater
to the specific needs of this mosi valuable
market segment through nationally imple-
mented and wilored markering progizms. The
company believes that by rewvarding these
patrons and offering them the most desirable
incentives possible. they are likely 10 become
loval Harrah's patcons in multiple markers.
Harrah's is likely 10 apply the same technology
in auracting 1ounists who visit Rio in Las \egas
10 Harrah's propenies in their home markets.

The addition of Rio 10 Harrah's porifolio
reinforces our current outlook for the
company. We conunue 1o view Harrah's 2s one

erihe mest recegmized brand names in casino
following the Rio
Harral's will operate 22 casines in 18 distinct

CAC Inment merger
muatkets. The cempany is expecied to control
rerly 36,000 gaming posit:ons with a towal of
over L1 million square feel of gaming space.
In addivon, the compiany will operate over
12,000 hotel rcoms and suites at its casino
preperties.

Through the Rio merger Harrah's will 2ain
access <o its fiest premier destination resor in
Las Vegas, entree into the igh-end gaming
market, and penetration into the stable Las
Vegas "locals” market. Quiside of Las Vegas,
Farrah's continues 1o minimize risk associated
with future earnings volatility through its
geographic portfolio diversification,

In addiuon, we believe supply and
demand conditions have sizhilized in many of
the emerging markets where Harrah's oper-
ates. \We believe the Showboat acquisition was
also a good sirategic move for the company,
which should be accretive in 1999,

Finally, we believe that although Hamah's
is currently digesting two major acquisitions,
the company should still ke poised to make
future acquisions that are also accretive (o
earnings. On a pro-forma basis we expect the
combined Harrah's company 1o have annual
cash flow of approximately $727 million on
revenues of $2.8 billion. We expect combined
pro-forma 1999 long-term debt to be $2.3
billion. We expect to continve 1o value the
combined company at 7.5 times 1999 EBITDA,
implying a target price of approximately $25.
Independently, on an enterprise value/EBITDA
basis, Hamah's was recenily trading at approxi-
mately 6.7 times our 1999 £BITDA estimate of
$600 mullion, based on a recent closing price
of $20 1/4. Rio was trading at approximately
0.9 times our 1999 estimated EBITDA of $127

mullion, based on 3 closing price of $19 1/2,
We maintain our "Auractive” ratings on both
companies.
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Mirage Earnings
Below Expectations

Mirage Resoris' earnings for 2Q94 were
betow sur esinnate of $0.23 per share versus
3025 m 2Q97 For ihe quaner, net revenues
decreased § percent, 10 $322.9 iniliion from
33444 million while operating cash flow
(EBITD) deciined 20 0 percent, 1o 577.3 nultion
from $96.8 miilicn.

The dechire in earmings wvas auributable
10 sevenl facicrs First, earmings were alfecied
by a lowerthan-historical table games win
percentage, waich impacted earnings by
approximatelv $0.04 to $0.05 per share.
econd, the company experienced a 13

}:ercen( cecline ‘n baccarat activity, accounting

for roughly S04 per share.  Third, the
company incurred higher staffing and raining
cpsis relating 10 Bellagio, shich accounted for
J\nc-(hcr 8001 per share. And last, the company
elnma{es that :=e temporary injury of one of
the principal performers in the Siegfried & Roy
produciion afiected earnings by yet another
S0.01 per share

This show is very important (o the
company ana should not be dismissed.
Becuse of the mjury. Siegfried & Roy ran 42
fener siows thin during the same quaner last
vean, With this show running at roughly 95
perc\:m occupiincy with seats going for $88,
this \mnslales o a loss of roughly $5.2
mullion in enteztiinment revenue, excluding
any 1(!?51 casine business from the crowvds.

The resuizs for the Mirage and Treasure
Island\include 2:ins of $2.6 million each (for a
wial of $5.2 nithon) related 1o the sale of 16

acres of 1and 10 the owvner of the adjacent
Fashuen Show Mall. This fand was previcusly
used by both hetel casinos for employee park-
ng 4nd s such quabfies as operating irconme
rather than a one-ime gain for acccununy
purcoses (ie. it appears above the line rather
than below the line). Therefore, for compar-
son purposes, the EBITD numbers for Tie
Mirage and Treasure Island are reallv over-
stated by this ainount.

Corporate expense rose slightly in the
Quarter when compared (0 historical resuits,
and interest cost approximately doubled over
the prior-year quaner as the company prepares
for the opening of Bellagio and Beau Rivage.
The additional interest cost was largely capital-
ized, a5 the increase in debt was caused by the
cempany’s ongoing construction projects

The table-games win percentage in the
quarter vas 16.8 percent, versus 20.1 percent
in the prior-year period. The company’s vin
percentage over the past three calendar years
has averaged 20.3 percent. Management esti-
mates that the differential berween the 20.3
percent and 16.8 percent win percentage in a
quarierly period equates to approximately
50.04 10 $0.05 per share.

The 13 percent decline in baccarat acun-
ity during the quarter, assuming a normal
baccarat win percentage, equates 10 approxi-
mately another $0.01 per share. Much of the
decline in baccarat was associated with the
economic and currency declines in cenain
countries in the Far East.

Funthermore, the level of baccarat play
during the quarter was also affected by the
lower issuance of credit extended to customers
from those countries as a result of the Far Easi
declines, but also 10 a greater extent cenain
customers' playing habus. Customers are play-

ing more conservatively by playing smaller
hands than otherwie and also in shorter incre-
ments of tine.

such behavier has had negative gl
ens. and uniorignately we do not see any
percterm unprovement. We expect that this
seitness an fugh-end play could persist unl
st of these Far Easiern economies begin to
recover

Nenetheless, cther components of the
cempany’s gamng activity have generally
ccualed or exceeded histarical levels. This is
paricularly encouraging as we await the mid-
Ccicber cpening of Bellagio, which should
really drive the high-end business for the
cempany in ihe later part of this year.

The Bellagio room reservations office
recently completed its first 100 days of accept-
ing reservanions, and despite no advertising,
over fwice 3s many reservaiions had been
placed for Beilagio as was the case over the
preopening time periads for The Mirage and
Treasure Island. The average rate for rooms
and suites booked through this office o date is
approximately 5258 per night. While this
number does aot include convention and
~holesale boekings and the ultimate average
rate may differ, it is encouraging and exceeds
expeciations.

Al 3 recent closing price of $21 1/2,
Airzge is trading at approximately 22.6 times
and 14.3 umes our estimated 1998 and 1999
EPS projections of $0.95 and $1.50, respec-
tively. On an enterprise value/ EBITDA valua-
non (reflecting estimated debr levels ar year-
end, respectively) shares of Mirage are trading
at 13.9 times and 3.2 times our estimates. We
mainiain our “Auractive” rating with a 12- (0
18-month price target of $29 (10 times our full
vear 1999 EBITDA estimate of $776 million).
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MGM Grand Earnings
as Expected

MGM Grand reporied second-quarier
carings of 30 25 per diluted share, compared
wath 3036 per diluted share in the prior vear's
second aquarter. The 33 percent decline in
earnings was expected sfier the company pre-
announced the shortfall in June as a result of
lower-than-average ganung hold perceriage at
MGM Grand Lis Vegas and lower earmings at
the ccmpany’s 30-percent-ovned New York-
New Yerx Horel & Casino

In addinon, MGM Grand L3s Vegas also
experienced lower casino volume in late june
1998 compared with the 1997 period, which
included the june 1997 Holyfield/Tyson heawy-
weight championship boxing evenr. 4s a
result. management (at the time) guided
consensus estimates 10 3 range of bermveen
30.25 10 £0.30 per share.

For the quanter, ne( revenues decreased
11.3 percent, to $185.4 million from $209.]
|\ml|ion in the same period last vear. EBITDA
f\or the quarter fell 33 percent, (0 $48.9 million
fxom 575.3 million in the second quaner 1997,
Net inceme for the quarer was $14.4 million,
dl:\'n frem 333.0 mullion for the second quar-
ter 1997.

Net revenues at the property declined by
10} percent, to $167.0 million from $185.6
million. Operating cash flow (EBITDA before
cor\\pom(e expense) declined 36 percent to
$3610 million from $56.4 million in the second
quarter of 1997. This reduction was principally
duelto the unusually low 13ble games hold
percentage, parucularly in baccarai. Hold
pt’rcEm:ge on able games was in the 17
percant 1o 18 percent range, compared with 19
percent 10 20 percent in last year's quarter,
while] hold percentage on baccarat was
roughly 15 percent in this year's quarter.
compared 10 the high-20-percent the company
expenenced last year.

However onoa more positive aeie, the

resuits ohscure the fact that, excliding Lo

|

vears second-quarier Holyfield/Tyeen boning
CYERL Cusionier aCvity Dy most measures w s
ahead of Iast vear's pace. Adjusting fast vear s
guarter withcut the boxing event shows (h
iable diop duning this year's quarier was up
Cetneen 3 percent and 10 percent, while
baccarat drop was also up an imoressive 30
percent.

But when comparing the quarers on an
s 1s” basis (1e with the fight), 2ble-game
drop was down 3 percent 10 10 percent, while
baccarar drop was down 1 percent (0 2
percent. Slot drop was down approximately 4
percent.

Hold percentages aside, it tecomes
apparent how important major/high profile
events are 1o MGM Grand. These events have
tradiionally brought record numbers o atien-
cees (o the propenty over the years

During the quanter, occupancy increased
10 98.0 percent and the average room rite wis
597, vielding approximately $95 in revenue per
avuilable room (RevPAR). This compares 1o
occupancy of 95.2 percent and an average
room rate of $101, yielding approximuziely 596
1 RevPAR for the same period last vear.

Revenues at New  York-New  York
declined nearly 20 percent 10 $54.™ athon for
the quarter from $67.4 million during last
vear's period. EBITDA fell to $25 sullion from
$35.5 mullion. ~hile margins remain strong at
43.9 percent. compared with 32,7 percent in
the 1997 quaner. MGM recognized $ 3 nullion
In pretax income from its equiny interest in the

Continned cn Dage 50

quer Conttiued from page 12

project as compared with 312.2 mullion during .
the second quarier of 1997,

‘ Duning the quarter, New York-New York

occuparcy was 96.9 percent and average roon

rite was 390, yielding appronimately 387 ir

RevPAR. This compares (o occupancy of 99 (

percent and ADR (average dasly rate) of $102

which yielded $100 in RevPAR in the same

period last vear.

The property has been impacted by the
effect of increased competition amongst the
mid-market facilties (ie. Treasure Island
Monte  Carlo, Circus Circus Las Vegas
Excalibur, and Luxor) which has made it more
difficult 10 recognize higher hotel RevPAR
Furthermore, comgetition for casino revenues
(particularly quarter and dollar slot players)
feMAINS very iniense.

As a result wve believe the property will
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now generate between $95 nullion and 3105
nuilion m EBITDA annually, down from $130.1
aillion in EBITDA n its first year of operation.
Even at this more normalized run rate, this is
stit a tremendous return on investment. New
York-New York was built for approximately
3460 inillion.

MGM Grand Australia in Darwin gener-
ated cash flow (EBITDA) of $3.1 mulion for the
cecond quarter, compared with $2.2 million in
ite prior year's second quaner. Net revenues
aere $8.3 million compared with $8.8 million
for the same period in 1997. The property’s
operating cash flow margin improved to 373
percent as compared with 25.0 percent in the
second quarter of 1997.

The company earned management and
development fees from its (wo South African
casinos of $0.6 million for the quarter ended
June 30, 1998. Expenses related 10 managing
1nd developing these facilities totaled $0.3

million for the quanter

The company s on target (0 manage its
third casino in South Africa in the City of
Johannesburg, which is believed 1o be the
largest gaming market in South Africa. The
casino project is subject to various approvals
and regulatory conditions. It is anticipated that
1 temporary casino will open in Seprember
1998, with the penanent faciity opening in
late 2000.

The company is continuing its elforts to
secure licenses in additional jurisdictions in the
Republic of South Africa. The company’s pan-
ner, Tsogo Sun, will provide all project costs,
and MGM Grand will earn fees for the devel-
opment and management of the hotel/casino
properties.

By all accounts, competition in Las Vegas
has intensified. But while the MGM Grand Las
Vegas has suffered in the first hall of the
current year as a result of below-average hold

perceniages on high-cad play, the property is
altricing strong customer traffic and is gener-
anng solid gaming acuvity. Similary, the prop-
erty is generating high occupancy and RevPAR
is up compared to last year.

These are positive rends and are encour-
aging in light of the MGM's $700 nullion invest-
ment in retheming and enhancing the prop-
erty. This should help the company maintain
its leading position in the macket and help
differentiate it from older, less aaractive prop-
erties that have resoned to room pricing wars
that are hurting margins.

As part of the overall make-over of the
property, MGM opened its $88 million,
380,000-square-foot conference center in April.
The center is state-of-the-ar, contains the Jatest
in meeting facilities, and is designed to provide
unique indoor and outdoor environments. To
this end, management believes that the
convention center will be a prime contributor
to future earnings. The convention center is
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B o 20 pereent ol nadible room i
wovenr end e most recent quirrrer,
ceaveneen Busmess was 17 percent of aviyl-
able toom mghis compured 1o 13 percent
dudng kst vear's second quaner, }

The conventon busmess is considered
mere desirable wo tie company as i can pre-
secbreoms w0 iy cusicmer base ai a $100 ADR
compared 1o an approximare 330 ADR o the
teur and iravel customer that buys histher
10CM a8 o discounted package deal. In arl(j-
nen, it s estimated that the average conven-
son customer spends (or budgets) 50 percens
mere onfood and beverage, and other amen:-
ties, than the tour-and-travel cusiomer. As 2
result, MGl should benefit from 2 slightly
chiferent customer mix winle having the abificy
1o generate lugher ADRs and occupancy levels
than -t has experienced more recently,

With regard 1o other propery enhance-
Aienis us part of the master plan. The Mansion
atthe MG Grand. which sill cater (o the high
end. 15 expecied 1o cpen Jan. 13 in fime for
Ciunese New Year. The company s also reno-
vaung the 29th oor of ihe core propeny, ihe
penthouse suies. wiich are expected (o be
compleied by December in time for Chrsunas
and Nen: Year's,

The company has also decided 1o
proceed suih the renovation (at §7.000 per
rocn of most of its standard 1coms (hat have
not teen upgraded sinee (he propeity’s open-
ing n December 1993, s such, ne can expect
6 percent (300 100ms) of ihe propeity’s rooms
to be out of senvice for a period of 10 10 14
davsarany given tme once renovition begins.
Therefore there will be o period in which
DENHNUIL OCCupHACY is 94 percent.

We continue 10 believe thar MG is one
{ the leading waming companies i the indus-
try. Noutwathstinding the disappointing hold

. Rerventiges on dable gimes (pancularly on

Baccara, which is mosty 1 “luck” fictor) in the
ﬁL( half of the year and despite the challeng-
ing environment i tas Vegas, we favor
campanies ike MGM that control the leading
Propattics in Lis Vegas, unen our expectanon
forsvicttive growth in that market.

e muIBLIN Our CAttadive” rating and
ourtbl-month Lirget price of $35. AL a recent
it price of $32 13716, the stiock was 1e1d-
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Harrah's Reports
Solid Earnings

Hareah's Enicmainment repeined 2098

carnigs of 3033 per share fom continuing
apeaitions, compared 10 6025 per share for

the same penod Tast year The quaster's results
compare 10 our cstimate ol 30 31 peroshare,
and the consensus estimale of 30 32,

One-time tems {or the quarier included
£0.7 nwilion in venture restructuring expenscs
related 0 Harrsh's New Ordeans and 1ban-
doned Michigan and Indizna Native American
projects, and 1 one-time pre-tax gun of 3132
nullion from the sale of the company’s intesest
ina restavrant affliate. Hamah's earnings were
$0.36 per share 1aking the net impact of these
ONe-1iMe #ems 1Ko 3CCouUNt.

The company ieported earnings of 50 20
per share after an extraordinary loss related to
relinancing debt at 1 lower interest rare.
Harrah's EBITDA (before unusual items) was
$115.7 nullion for the quarier, 1 23 6 percent
increase over EBITDA (before unusual items)
‘or ihe same period last year.

Operating profit before unusual items and
equity i lie earmings of nonconsolidated affil-
iates, vas $91.0 million for the quaner, 3 20.1
percent increase over last year. Companywide,
revenues were $473.6 million for the quanter, 2
17.1 percent increase over last year.

Harrah's completed its merger with

Showboat Inc. in late May, one month earlier -

than expected. According o the company, the
Showboat integration is moving on schedule,
and consolidaucn svnergies. panticulacly in the
area of corporate expenses, are already being
realized.

eveme rom e oy acgmecd Showbonn

tects el showioae Mbinie Cay fully
conmcindated Tor the month of June, and
Show it inast Chig o accounted for s a
pencomaeishied atliie Tor the moeth of
June Ceeame fronn the Showbhoust interest i
the St ey Casineg o Sydingy, Austraba, wil
e recontodonadelined Bass beginning nest
o)

OQther ughhglits for ithe quaner included
warticulariy strong pedtormance at Harrah's
properiies e Las Vegas, Adanne City and
Maeyland Heights (near St Lowis). fn addition,
ihe benehits of e Harruly's “Toul Gold” player
cub and branding program appear io le posi-
fively atfecung results for the company, with a
9 percent increase in companywide Cross-
market tacked play over the 1098,

Harrah's Las Vegas conlinues o beretit
from last yeac's expansion, and appears io be
the pnmary beneficiary of Harrah's new
marketing campaign. Revenues and EBITDA
were up substantially in the second quarter.
The year-aver-year comparison is difficult,
however, as construction was on-going at the
property during last year's second quarter.

Harah's Atlantic City properties also had
3 strong quarter, including both Harrah's
Adantic City on a stand-alone basis, and the
Showboar Adantic City property. Revenues and
EBITDA increased year over year at both prop-
erues. ‘
The company noted 1 panicularly encour-
aging growth trend emerging over the past two
quarters in Maryland Heights, Mo., where
results have generally been disappointing since
the property opened in March 1997. Results at
Hamh'’s other riverboat and managed markets
were solid for the quanter, with the exception
of Shrevepor, La., and Tunica, Miss., where

A9l

TIC 2471



- —t | — - axilll -l

competticn his heightencd in recent months.

Finafly, Harrah's Like Tahoe property
onerated below its potennal dunng the second
quaster, primarily due 1o low dollar-slot hold
percentages.

We continue to vien Harrah's as one of
the most recognized hrand names in casino
entertainment, now operaung 21 casinos in 18
distinct markets. We believe supply and
demand conditions have subilized in many of
the markets where Harrah's operates, and the
company’s geographic porfolio diversification
should lower the overall risk of future earnings
olatility. The Showboat acquisition was a
good sirategic move for the company, and
should be accretive in 1999.

In the future, we expect Harrah's 1o be a
consolidator of distressed gaming assets ai
prces that should be aceretive to furure earn-
ings. At a recent closing price of 21 1/4,
Habral's was trading 3t 3n  enterprise

value/EBITDA multiple of approximately 6.6
tmes our 1999 EBITDA estimate of 5600
million. Applying 1 75 times multiple 10 our
1999 EBITDA esumute implies a 12-month
target price on Harral's shares of $26 per
share. Ve believe Harralt's shares are attrac-
tively priced and, based on our valuation. we
maintain our Anractive mting.

Caution Is in Order

We maintain our view that the best strat-
egy is 10 invest in large companies hat have
strong management teams, 1ccess 1o lon-cost
capual, and a solid track record in developing
new properties. fnvestors in Las Vegas should
be concerned sbout the potentiat dsk of insuf-
ficient airline service to facilitate consumer
demand over the next 12 to 24 months. This
could have negative implications for profits. We
would only focus on companies that control
the leading propenies in Las Vegas, given our

expectation for selective growth in that market.

We are oplimistic about the expansion
plans of farge Nevada-based companies in
Atlanue Ciry and on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
However, caution 15 in order regarding invest-
ment in all regional markets due (o over-satura-
tion and highly competitive business conditions.

We expect more consolidation over the
coming months and view this as the primary
trend supporing valuation levels for casino
companies. However, given the robust national
economy and the current negative political
senument toward gaming, we believe that the
prospects for new jurisdictional expansion are
limited. Innovative gaming equipment manu-
facturers find themselves in a potentally lucra-
live position as gaming companies seek new
technological advances to drive casino revenue.
Given the limited gromth potential for the
gaming industry, we advise cautious
investing. %
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Bear Stearns Gaming Stock Index

1275 363 Acres Caming

1.84 001 Advanced Gaming Technology
6.63 2.88  Alliance Gaming Corp.

425 1.06  Alpha Hospitality
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MGM Grand §
Mikohn Gaming
Mirage Resorts
Monarch Casino & Resort
MTR Gammg Croup Inc.

-TOWEMOUsE 1ecnnologie:
President Casinos
Primadonna Resorts *
Radica Games
Rio Hotel & Casino
Rwsera Holdmgs

SIRdTRE

“Sodak Cammg
Star Casino
Station Casinos *

Stuart Entertainment *
Sun ln(ernatmnal § e

MIKN
MIR
MCRI

4.56
18.44
6.25

33. OO
5.88
20.88
6.25

2.44
14,63
17.50
17.69

6.56
0.03
14.75
1.00

4675

-59.7%

85"/
-22.3%
-11.7%
0.0%

26%

282
-18.8%
-12.9%
0.4%

11.4%
0.0%

-37.5%
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MONTH'S TOP PERFORMERS**

Closing Price % Change
Sodak Gaming 7.31 11.4%
Rio Hotel & Casino 17.75 0.4%
Monarch Casino &.Resort 6.25 0.0%

MONTH'S WORST PERFORMERS** 3
Closing Price. % Change s'

Station Casinos *5.94 -59.7% b

Trump Hotel & Casino Resort 5.19 -34.6%

Grand Casinos

INDEX COMPARISONS
8/17/98 7/17/98  12/31/97 % Change
month year
S&P 500 Index........nn... 1083.7 ...1186.8 .....970.4 ....... 8.7%....... 1.7%
[0 1 ~.8574.9 ....9338.0 ......7908.3 ...... 8.2% .cccc..... 8.4%

+| Gaming Equip.Index........850.5 ...958.4 ... 1004.4 11 3%....153%
‘| Gaming Riverboat Index .....483.3 ....547.9 ....475.4 ....11.8% .. 17%
.| Gaming Nevada Index......263.8 ...301.5 ...3251 . -12.5%...18.8%
*{ Gaming Industry Index.....345.5 ...393.9 .....413.7 ... 12.3%.....-16.5%

** Stocks priced over $5.00.

* Bear, Stearns & Co. Inc. is a market maker in the security of this company and
may have a long or short position in the security.

t Bear, Stearns & Co. Inc. is associated with the specialist in the stock or options
of this company. That specialist (a) makes a market in a security; (b} may have a
long or short position in the security; and (c) may be on the opposite side of
public orders executed on the floor of the exchange.

+ A managing director of Bear, Stearns & Co. Inc. is a director of this company.

§ Within the past three years, Bear, Stearns & Co. Inc. or one of its affiliates was
the manager (co-manager) of a public offering of securities of this company
and/or has performed other banking services for which it has received a fee.
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Mirage Resorts
Plans Family
Hotel in Vegas

® Gaming: The
$300-million Treasure
Island complex is expected
to intensify compcetition in
Nevada's biggest
entertainment oasis.

By GEORGE WHITE

TIMIN STAPY WHRTTER

Mirage Rezorts Tnc. savd Tuesday
that it will huild a $300-million
family orierited themed resorl in
Las Vegas, eacalating the fight for
family business in the Nevada
gaming and adult entertainment
0asis.

The Las Vegas-based company,
which owns the Golden Nuggetl
casinos in Las Vegas and Laughlin,
Nev., said its latest mega-casino—
to he calied Treasure [stand—will
have 3,000 guest rooms and will be
located adjacent to the Mirage, the
firm's flagship casino and resort

The new resort s expected 10
open in md-1994, Mirage Resorts
said.

The company joins a long list of
gaming firms entering the bur-
geoning family entertainmant
markel in a cily once viewed as an
adults-only vacation spol. Circus
Circus Enterprises Inc. in June,
1990. opened the Excalibur, 3
4,000-room hotel and casino that
has a medieval lheme and offers
subslantial non-gaming entertain-
ment. Circus Circus 1s expected to
announce soon that it ptans to buiid
yet ancther property.

In addition, MGM Grand Inc,,
which is controlled by Beverly
Fills investor Kirk Kerkorian, this
month began construclion on a
$600-million, 112-acre complex in
Las Vegas that will include a
5,000-room hotel and a theme park.

The Mirage Resorts announce-
ment is another sign of changing
times in Las Vegas, said Manny
Cortez, executive director of lLas

JIM LAURIE © Vo T

Steve Wynn announces plans for new resort called Treasure island.

Vegas Convention and Visitors Au-
thority.

“Because of the profiferation of
gaming around the country, the
local casinos have decidgd that
they can survive only by expand-
ing and divergifying to attract a
troader [spectrum] of people,”
Cortez suid.

Howcever, the building boom s
expected (o create o competitive
shakeoul in lLas Vegas. The city
has about 77,000 hotc! rooms, a
20% increase over the past two
years. With just the announced
expansion pians, Las Vegas would
have an additional 10,000 rooms by
1994, said Willard Brown, a gaming
industry analysl at Dean Witter
Reynolds in New York.

“The smaller casinos and the
casinos with weaker management
are going to face some tough
times,” Brown said. “By 1994, a
number of casinos will be barely
hanging on, some wil be pur-
chased by larger operations and
some will head into bankruptey.”

However, some casinos are al-
ready feeling the compelitive pres-
sure. The hotel occupancy rate
thus far in 1991 is 80%, compared
10 86% for the same period in 1990.
Casino revenue growth in 1991 1s

about 3%, compared to aboul 10¢
a ycar earlier, said Walter Tymin

ski, an industry analyst who con-
tributes to Resort Mapagememnt
Report, a trade journal published in
Midlothian, Va.

“Besides {new] construction,
business has never recovered lrom
the downturn that occurred durin:
tthe Gulf War) and slowdown i
the cconomy,” Tyminski said.

However, Mirage Resorts Chair-
man Steve Wynn said Treasure
Island will allow his company (O
enter the lucrative lower-priced,
family-oriented market. Room
rales al the new properly will
average $40 a night, he said. The
Mirage, a 3.000-room, $630-milhion
hotel and casino thal opecned in
November, 1989, caters to the up-
per ond of the markel, with rooms
averaging $120a night.

Some major casino slocks
dropped in Wall Streel trading
after the Mirage announcement, In
New York Stock Exchange com-
positc trading, Mirage closed at
$21.50, down $1.50. In other thg
Board trading, Circus Circus feil
$1.25, closing at $34.125, while
Hilton slipped 12.5 cents 1o $42.875.
However, Caesars gained 87.5
cents Lo close at $32.375.
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The old 17-story tower of the Dunes Hotel-and Casiho In Las Vegas crumbles-after
blasts caused by 315 charges of dynamite. The casino complex was demolished tom
two new Mirage resorts. About 3,000 people gathered on the Strip to watch the 4 a.m.

Associated Premt}
a series?tYs
ake way for 4
demolition:: .
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LES*Vegas |
Gambles
on Families

.é542¥%é€£§/2;-f(:LQé[LJLLL(___

gn to lure
parents and children
‘brings bigcrowds—and
backlash. Holdout casinos.
decry the image change.
Even backers concede that
poor planning has caused
some gaffes. RONT Pace

By MICHAEL A. HILTZIK

TIMES STAFF WRITER

LAS  VEGAS—Darrel] Luery
still remembers the day he came
face o face with this City's new
image as a family regort. Il was at
the vast new MGM Grand Hotel,
where he almost tripped over a
woman changing her infant's dirty
diaper on the casino floor.

“It was one of those Yucky ones,
and I had to see the whole thing!”
he says. B
~ What makes the incident partic-
ularly piquant is that Luery is
president a;;cm'ef operating offi-
cer of Bally¥s Las Vegas, a neigh-
boring casino trying desperately to
hold the line against this year's
influx of Vegas vacationers with
children. ;

But Bally's may be trying to turn
back the tide. )

Las Vegas this year is likely to
see a record 29 million visitors. By
most accounts an unprecedentedly
high percentage will be children,
hauled off for vacations. in what
used t6 be known as America's-Sin
Fity by parents dazzled by a burst
of nationwide hype positioning l.as
V“’egas as the country's newest
family resort.

The impact was visible all sum-
mer long, as the fabled Las Vegas
Strip was awash in. children. They
thronged the walkway in front of
the new Treasure Island resort
three times g night to watch an
elaborate live Pirate battle; ogled
dolphins and white tigers at the
neighboring Mirage, and dropped
thousands of dollars worth of quar-
ters into state-of-the-art video
games at the new Luxor and MGM
Grand casino-hotels.

But the one thing they were not
permitted to do was gamble, and
therein lies a key reason that the
family resort Idea is generating
perhaps the most important debate
about Las Vegas' future since Bug-
sy Siegel buill the original Flamin-
B0 hotel-casino in 1946,

“To me it seems funny that
.we're going after a market for
-whom the biggest activity in town.
JIsillegal,” says John A. Schibrows-
ky, an assistant professor of may.
keting at the University of Nevads
at Las Vegas, who has studicd the
€conomics of the phenomenon.

Phenomenal 1t js. Hotel occy-
pancy rates in town have been
running higher than 98%, despite
the addition of about 10,000 rooms

"in nine months.

“When you look at the numbers
of people traveling o a casino

- destination in America, they're

Popping,” says Glenn W. Schaeffer,
the former president of Circus
Circus Enterprises who is a partner

- in Gold Strike - Casinos, which s

planning a new family-frlendly
resort for the Las Vegas Strip. |
For now, at least, the City's
Please see LAS VEGAS, A7
()
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VEGAS Family
Attractlons Alter

Continued from Al -
resort planners seem to have found

a formula to appeal to many visi-
tors too young to gamble. - . -
“It's awesome,”’ said Randy
Dickenson; 13, of Chicago after an
hour’s play at the Luxor.Hotel's

vast, two-story video arcade. (He .-
estimated he had spent about $15
pumping quarters into .Mortal ..
Kambat 11 and virtual reahly com- -

bat games.)

But Schibrowsky and others ar-
gue that Vegas is so dazzled by the
near-term success of its family
promotion that it has not focused
on the problems a radical change in
tourist demographics would bring
to the city.

or one thing, the traditional
Fpracu’ce of using rooms, res-

taurants and even air fares as
loss leaders to get customers Lo the
playing floor wi!l have to be recon-
sidered if the number of rooms
occupied by non-gamblers contin-

ues to nise. That in turn-will cut™~
into Las Vegas' price advantage .

Image of ‘Sin City’

families.may mean redesxgmng ca-
sinos to keep children off the floor,
upgrading swimming pools and
other amenities to give them more
to do. and acquiring more expertise
‘in_non-gaming entertainment at-

. tractions—an area in which such
. major casino companies as MGM

Grand and Circus Circus Enter-
prises lately have committed em-
barrassing fumbles. .

“I'd say they need more facilities
for the kids, other than letling
them spend $200 an hour on the
video games,” said one frequent
Las Vegas visitor. Frank Russo, a
Coral Springs.|Fla., businessman
who was making his first visit with

_his daughter, Dina, 13. in tow.

Dina, weary of looking at man-
made sights aad being asked by
security people to move along.
agreed that Lag Vegas needs more
organized teen-agers aclivities.
“There’s a lot more for ustodoon a

_cruise.” she sighed.
.Some casin( executives fear.

town__as._a famxly resort could

over such moré-established {anuly g

resorts as Orlando, Fla.

“This town was bujlt. on cheap ..
rooms and-cheap, meals: to get °
people to ga'mbjer ‘says Dean Har- i

rold. a senior vice president “of

" Bally's. - “Are_[family* -customers].

playing as much in the inos? No,
they're not."And xf)ogmr) t maké

the ‘money. in n the. casino, ‘you're R
going to have to make it up in the -

The- famuy marke{_also means g .against lhefamuyhype, :

not only parents ‘chahgmg’ dxape
in- the - casino_: but/.an\-apparent

increase in gambhng wolauons by, .~ class left ina place turning more .

minors.
Last month the Stale Gammg

Board issued the first ¢itation to a *°
Strip casino—ironically Bally's,

which discourages family busi-
ness—for allowing a minor to gam-
ble. (The 19-year-old lost more
than $6.200 in three hours of black -
jack.)

Baily's has agreed to pay a fine

of $20.000 to $25.000 and to tough-
en its enforcement of underage

~- ‘say. they already

"alienate its t.ra'ﬁuonal “cliénteléof

serious gamblers ‘without ‘signifi- ,

cantly expanding | Lh | market. ~
. Executives at lhe Vegas H11-~
*ton, the city’ swremler convenuon
hotel and a mecca'for hlg}x rollers,

with a lot of iud..around

P
1
|

meanwhile, that repositioning this

;dre gétting more -
. business from <ustomers who re- -
lsent having to |gamble elsewhere“

. Other casinos already have em- |
roomrate. gy &g ?"353G’barked on cuunter- markelmg

. “We want- pcgple to'think of usm

“las the last bit of real distinction and.

mid-market and family-oriented,” -

says Henry. Gluck chairman and

. chief executive officer of Caesar's

World, the owner of Caesar's Pal-
ace, one of the top hoteis for
serious gamblers on the Strip. The
hotel has upgraded several of its
most luxurious high-roller suites
and is planning to double the size of
its upscale Forum Shops mall,
which has three street entrances
but only one exit—into lhe casmo

gambling rules, accooamg,gq,ofﬁ-u Ae £
tatey

cials:of 1he‘casmo
Gaming Commission.. - .
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The case is widely seen hereas a
warmng that gaming authonties
believe the casinos are too lax
about monitoring the behavior of
people under 21. the state’s legal

age for gambling. Ron Asher. the

Gaming Control Board's enforce-
ment chief. says his agency regards
underage gambling as “an indus-
trywide problem™ and that several

SOV some say that rising com-
pettion for garblers' money

across the country leaves Las
Vegas np choice. but- to position
itself as more than a gambling
venue. Although casino gambling
once was permitied only in Nevada
and Atlantic City. N.J.. 21 states
" have legalized full-range €asinos
and virtually all of the largest
metropolitan areas are within 200

. < a i
more cases are bemg orepared* miles_of slot-machine and table

against other casinos.

“When | was growing up in Las
Vegas we understood thal you
could not even walk through the
casino 1o gel lo the restaurant,”
says Nevada Gaming Commussion-
er Steve DuCharme. “The hotels
had to provide another route. Now
everyone who comes int has lo as to walk

through the_casino, because they

_put_a sea baule out front_and a

L front_and a_
35.000-square-fool video arcade in

the back.”

Keeping children and gambling
devices apart is not made easier by
one of the axioms of modern casino
design—that slot machines should
be located along the routes of
heaviest foot traffic. Because those
are generally the paths between,
say. the video arcade and the room
elevators, underage visitors inevi-
tably confront temptation.

¢¢ ord of mouth and
common sense tell
: you that if you put

them in harm’s way. some kids are
going to reach in their pockets and
pllunk down their paper-route
money.” DuCharme says.

Indeed. a recent informal sortie
arpund the casino floor at the MGM
Grand turned up several children
casually dropping coins in nickel or
qu:‘arter slots and many more
sta\nding by as.their parents
played. which lsﬂlegal

MGM executives 'say all their

floor staff are trained to warn off
underage gamblers.
gammg authorities say - that “in

periods of ‘heavy family Lravel lhe“';
flow | of. minors through ecasinos.
may lbe too great to police ade-

quale]y Like liquor store clerks,
casind dealers and bosses may have
to getlinto the habit of “carding”
anyone who looks undemge Asher
says.

Under Nevada law, a minor who
gamble‘s or loiters around a table
game c\?r slot machine and the
casino where it occurs both can be
charged|with misdemeanors; viola-
tions carry fines of up o $1,000.
The casino is also subject to admin-
istratlive |penalties, including fines
of up to_$250,000 or loss of its
hcense—regardless of whether ca-
sino personnel knew the gambler
was underage.

Accordl\ngly, accommod#ing

\

However :

game play

Over the last vear or two. that
rcompelition has inspired Vegas ho-
lel managers to try lo broaden
their appeal. “The overpowering
statistic is that only 159 of vaca-
tioners in the country have ever
visited Las .Vegas,” says Clyde
Turner. Circus Circus Enterprises
chief executive.

If Las Vegas’ traditional market -
ing target was a 50-year-old whose
children had departed the nest,
leaving him with plenty of dispos-
able income and time. now lhe
focus has shifted.

“Our principal marketing Largel
is the baby boomer in his 40s,"
Gold Strike's Schaeffer-"'He'll fre-
quently choose to travel with his
family. so you have to offer a
full-service entertainment prod-
uct.”

The new marketing era took off
with the launching late last year of
three major Strip resorts costing
more than $2 billien combined: The
Luxor, an Egyptizn-themed pyra-
mid opened by Cir-us Circus; Steve
Wynn's pirate-themed Lreasure_
Island, and the MGM Grand, with

1zard of Oz decor and a theme
park designed to resemble a mini-
Disneyland.

They joined two properties also
regarded as famxl) market orient-
ed, both owned by Circus Circus
Enterprises: the original 1968-vin-
tage Circus Circus- and its 1990
spinoff, the Arlhunan lhemed Ex-
cahbur :

. The three new mega- holels
were .not all equally pitched to

tourists with children— —Mirage Re- -
‘_ sorts, owner- of _Treasure Island,

likes to call its properties ‘family -
neutral” rather than “family-ori-
ented.” But the openings generated
a world-class’ pubiicity blast, in-
cluding a cover story “in Time
" magazine just as many- families
were planning their summer vaca-
tions. The result: Near-capacity
business all surnmer.

The hoopla inspired by the new
resorts generated ils dwn momen-
tum. Already, ITT Sheraton has
announced a 3,500-room, $750-
million t ’tyfned resort to go next to
its Deser?' |
called DeseM Kingdom. Wynn,
chairman of Muage Resorts, plans
to build a major themed resort on
the Strip location once occupied by
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' New Look for Sin City

Tounism in Las Vegas 1= reaching -ecord nelghisas s segment of
the 01ty’s hotel industr: sets o1t 1o araw fanuies Lo whar hay
long been an adult-orienied dest:n2t:on. Bus 14

IF PAMMOTiNg away ad Dor-porsa
already been faliing fo
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Gross casino revenues*
in billions of ceollars

$2.26 5243 ~——1-
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Based on surveys of visitors

1982 i

Data is for 1991-92

l Percentage of visitors ’ Daily gambiing

. Season with children budget. per person
Winter R 5% $62
Spring 6% $47
Summer 12% $39
Fall 5% $53

*Includes gambling by tourists and resigents
Sowrces: Las vegas Comvention and Visitors Autnorty: Unwersity of Nevada Las Vegas

RENOFLERICH  Lo< Angeles Times




these new propertics opened. peo-
ple are saying things hke the
gam:ng conlnibulion per customer
1s nol as.t.used to be. Well. big
surprise’ If" You've " got' children
occupying..certain rooms. theyv
can't gamble.” _ .

In fact. the evidence shows that
parents coming witn children alsc
gamble less than those who come
alone. Joseph Oxman. a Seattle
food broker who recently spen:
three days at Treasure Island with
his wife, Darcy. and two children.
said he had budgeted £200 a day ic
play blackjack. On his last visit iy
1984 —without the children—Ox-
man and his wife each had spent
S400 a dav (This ume. the Kids

ach were spending aboui 330 daily
n video games.)

\ “You come here and 2ven if vou
want to gamble you cart. because

}\m, have 10 walch the sxids.” said
Marvin Hicks of Morroe. Mich. a
gLes! at the Tropicana whose fam -

respensibihiues we Reeping
from the craps tas;es. Added
wife. Dawn: "You can't even
D a coin in the slot machines.
use with the kids vou have to
p moving through the casino.”
:'\(atisucs bear out their experi-
ence. Visitors’ average gambling
budgets 1n 1992, the lasi vear for
which such a breakdown 1s avail-
aoiel were highest in winter and
all when the percentage of tourists
wnh\dchildren was iowest, and bot -
tomed out at S39 per person per
dayv th summer. when the percent-
age o{‘l
atl2e.

As Wit happens. economics and
other \factors have been driving
down. |visitors’ gambhng budgets
generally —1o 850 per person per
day 1n| 1992 from S$105 in 1982
That's la troublesome trend that
will only continue if Vegas be-
Comes more family-friendly. par-
ucularly when compounded by a
growth lin conventions. many of
which bring non-gamblers to
town.

(The percentage of non-gam-
bling visitors rose to 10% in 1993

i

”

eg

2T O a0 ooy
1L —C>
a

]

from 3% lin 1987, according to the:

¢ity’s Conivention and Visitors Au-
thority.) )

parties with children peaked

For now. there is reason to

wonder whether Las Vegas can

create the kind of resort flavor that

keeps families coming back year -

after year without getung bored— -

or offended. Girlie shows and other
raw cabaret acts may largely have

been shouldered off the glossy
south end of the Strip (“The PG -
mentality 1s here.” says Gold-

Stnke's Schaeffer). but a large

percentage of the taxs in town still-

bear roof placards advertising a
downtown attraction called “Top-
less Girls of Glitter Gulch.”

Some experts doubt that even

top-notch gaming execulives can "

prosper in the trickier entertain-
ment business. as they must to
maintain.a family trade.

“Blackjack and slot machines are;-

well understood and quite predict-
ablel” savs Eugene Chrisuansen, a
New York-basec¢ casino consult-
ant. "But familv entertainment
Aakes. a whole different set of
skills.™”

Nothing proves that as well as

" the travais of Vegas' two most

nighly routed femily altractions
the MGM Granc's Grand Adven-
tures Theme Parx and Circus Cir-
cus’s Grand Slars Canvon. a venye
of roller.coaster rdes and themed
amusements.

Both charged zmbitious admis.
fions prices wher thev opened last
vear—=823 a heay “or MGM's park
and 820 for Grand S'am Can-an
Both were flops, ‘

Grand Slam Canren waz =
with design flawe, including =
flume ride that drenchedgls cus-
omers ("Now t's jusi g tigr:
soray.” savs Turner) Allendance
Was 0 poor that the compans snu-
down t(he attraciipn Sar 'U‘..':‘{-'
weeks last Oclober for g toia;
redesign. [t reopenec witn an ac-
mission price of $3. with an add:-
tional fee charged for Incividua;
rides

GM. meanw nife. oversoid
its theme park = qualits
without devoung 10 il suf-
ficient imagination and evnense. 1
was anrounced as g S1iu-mlbor
park.” savs a compeing casina
executive. “At Disne:lard. Splash
Mountain alone cost $80 mitlion.”
Among the MGM park s short-
comings is that tt 13 open to the
skies in a town where the davuime
lemperature during the summer
vacation months can top 110 de-
grees. The park closes at 7 p.m..
just about the ime the desert hea:
begins to wane.

Already, MGM Crand has cut the
admission price twice. most re-
cently to zero (customers wanting
to enjoy its seven 1ides buy a
separate. admission at S15 for
adults. $11 for children). That
change almost instantly _doubled
revenues at the retail shops and
restaurants in the park. Still, on a

- recent midday- visit, the park was

virtually deserted while the state-
of -the-art video arcade inside the

* air-conditioned hote] was jammed.

For all that, most observers

. believe the family trend in Las

Vegas is just beginning. powered
by a generation of executives no

.longer convinced .that the casino

needs to be the only profit center in
the hotel. The Mirage and Treasure
Island are turning profits by selling
trademark T-shirts in their retail
shops. and room and food prices at
the MGM Grand suggest they no
longer are pure loss leaders.
“Visitors' gambling budgels mav
be lower. but their overall vacation
budgels are not.,” says Sghaeffer.
“Atl the end of the day. it doesn’t

matter what part of the store zhey//'

spenditin.”
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~ combined with live coverage from r

i LOSYANGELESL TIMES
December 30, 1994
F2

HILL & KNOWLTON

New Year's Cheer: KCAL-TV Channel 9 will host a live New
Year's Eve .television special from B.B. King's Blues Club at
Universal CityWalk. The evening's entertainment includes Arthur

-Adams and his band and headliner Popa Chubby. Comedian Howie °

Gold will host the live 11 p.m.-12:30 a.m. show, which will be °

]

irage h .-anchored by Sarah Purcell and Jack. Perkins. |
Tickets to the Los Angeles'party are $75 and available through the

“club.
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]:’: ‘ha;'d::tb.im;gine.a 's;ea in a

city surrounded by Joshua trees .

and dustylandgcape.- -
_ But right.on Las:Vegas Boule-
.vard is Buccaneer Bay, a manufac-

tured. oasis in. front of Treasure
Island that. erupts:nightly-with.
live battles between two_ full-scalé -

ships. |

Centered in.front of an 18th.

Century-style Caribbean-pirate vil-

lage, hundreds:of battle gazers -

line a wooden dock along the bay
+. a half hour before each show. -

: “It doesn’t matter-if it rains or
snows,"” says stage manager Frank
Coombs: “There-still‘are-1,500
people oxr the dock before every

< show. It’s amazing:"” -

Visitors can ‘expect elbow-to--
elbow crowds of 2,000 people per’

- show, making;it one of.the city’s
most popular attractions. .

The: 127minute . production.
begins as-pirates. unload stolen:
booty from: the. Hispaniola, a bat--

tle:worn. ship. with a bow black-
ened.from-one. too. many. near.
misses with pursuers. . .

Then. the..HMS.. Britannia .
- emerges, and British naval officers.

order the bandits.to.lay, down

Stheir. arms and surrender. The.
pirates-. refuse-: The-- British.

respond.by. firing a wunﬁng-blow
that. hits. just short of the

Hispaniola’s bow; causing:a big .
splash of water-The pirates return:

fire with:a cannon-blast that
punches' a-hole in-the-Britannia’s

Yo, ho, yoj ho: It's a pirate’s ffe-
actors at Treasure Island |

td}.)s'a:ilg'll'hus . the.fiery battle

At the center of this. smoke- -

filled, swashbuckling spectacle is
the crew of 29 performers and .12

technicians: who.have-the job.of .
turning.:“The:Buccaneer) Bay

Show into reality each day.4 -

A:few like-Craig Dunbarswho .

plays the ‘British gunner:officer:
Mr: Smythe, are trained-actors:: -

“Itmay not be ‘Hamlet,’ but it is -

gratifying,”’ says-Dunbar; who at
44-is:the oldest-cast member-i(The
youngest is 19.) “For-a lot of:these
peaple; it may be the only. perfor-
mance of live theater they-have-
ever seen in their lives.” - !

- Most other cast members are
athletes with varied experience
ranging -from-football to body-

- building to.construction.work.

The only woinan-on the cast was a
jockey before she came aboard.

““They’re getting shot at, thgy’re
swinging:on ropes and-doing all

tha childlike things we'd all like
to:de,” ‘says Coombs: “But il is a.
physically demanding job, and the

fatigue factor can really set ing’
Sonny Tipton, who pldys a
pirate,.is a lifelong high diver.

- Diring weekday shows he falls 4Q :

feet off the Hispaniola’s mezza-
nine-level yardarm into.the:bay.
During. weekend shows, pyrotech- -
nic explosions set him on fire:
“The.body burns are more.com-
plicated ta do because-there’s no
gimmick or-trick,'" says:Tipton. .
“I'm.really on fire. It takes-four or -
five people and.—.45'_."minu.!.n15 of:
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During:the_winterthe most_.-

coveted. job is.thatsof the:pirats.-

captain because he's the only cast. -

member wha doesn’t-get. wet."
Everyone-:else:on-both: ships.
eventually goes overboard-as part-
of eactr show:And the waterisn’t -
heated.. Water- temperatures .
dipped:to-a chilly 42:degrees:in
January.: C

Cast members change costumes: *

- “Ash.blowing:into-the-audi-~
ence-from-the  explosions. can:be -
a problem;”’ Coombs says: “If the -
audience were-behind:a glass~

- wall,.we'd run:a:lot more shows:

than'we do.””~ .
.- 1f’shows=are-canceled:.cast

‘members- work:.behind: ‘the:

scenes. in acting;workshops..
They also: do. mast of the cosmet--
icmaintenance:-onthe:ships;:

- Dt T 4 ol e T aoEDe -
- “Thié Buccaneer Bay Shaw? bursts into swashbuckling action several times daily at Treasure Island.>
setup: time-to-get-a: 20-second. ~ available,: but:not:everyone: ‘repairing the sails and.re-rigging=.
burn.” S wears ane=-. R ledders-and ropes— -
The bay ranges:in.depth from-. . Shows-are:canceled:if winds. . "It's. a-constant=battlestos
- six t0:35 feetzwhere:the: British-  are blowing-more-than-15 m.p:h- . replace or fix whatever-burns-ar="
ship:sinks—courtesy-of a-tilt: deck-. ‘Thersame guideline. applies to-. dries-out*” Céombé-says= “Ti=
under the:water: The-high-dive-  volcano eruptians.in front of Tha:. between:shows, the crew-.is.outs.
_ arearis.12 feet:deep=. N irage~. . - o '

sewing.aon patches :to:whateverx
isn't heat resistant o

- 8iX ‘scuba-trained: technicians-:
work each show-to maintain-the -
technology both under.and=
behind. the:shows:: the:comput=~
ers; hydraulics-systems-and::
mschanical operations_ .

The=show!s - pyrotechnic~
punch.is shared between:the-
two ships-Each-show:unleashés—

between each show: Wet suits are -

including;painting:sthe:p_r_op_sf \}_) Please see PIRATES Page-74 -
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104 explosions. throughre’ combina---
!iontoi‘ﬁrework;ram_i;gau&tgghni- -

cal dnector, who occupies & booth.

above the set, controls wave effecta:.-

and: boat.. movemen!s dunng the::
showe. .. ..

Directors and techmeal assistants:-
work - with . the_captains . of. both-
ships to keep their-eyes .on.chang-—
ing: wind. patterns- or other - prob-
lems:that. may._arise:{from:zexplo- -
sions. The captains also watch their:
crews and the audience.

“1f'T see-a problem; I have the:
ability-to stop.the» show  from: the=
boat,”. says Mark_Steelsmith:- whoc
trained exotic-animals.and worked:,

as:8. magic-show: technician: before=

he joined the Buccaneer Bay. cast=
Everyone:knowsawhere_he..u sup-»

e e o—

‘posed:to’ be- When-we- geL‘hit.'dlf.--
ferent-people- start-going-off-the-
boat. at different- times; It'i’choreo-
graphed that.way.” =~ -

Shipz captainsrhold:: ennble:.
switches-in their hands throughout -
each show: If they smell gas, spot g~
hydraulics. problem or -see~a cast-
member fall too closely to an explo--
sion_site; they -press:their :switches=:
to stop or delay individual effects=:
Switches:that- will stop-the-eatire-
production. are also-located. in stra-—
tegic spots around the stage:-.

Steelsmith~ uses~his :-enabler-
switch:about once a-week:-

" Thare. is one:thing, . though..the
audieficer can-always-count.on=at :
Buccaneer. Bay' The. pirates alwaysr
winre

It'sa reality-:that;comes withr the=
territory- at_Treasure-Island. There -

.also.is_a .bright side.for. those-who=

go:down-with: the Britannia_every=-
night-—they-still get paid every two.:
eeks__ )

wi

Weekend hours. for *‘The Bucca=-
neer-Bay. Show” are 4, 5:30,7,78:30 ~
and 10 p.m.-Thére are- additional -
11:30:p.m_ shows: on Fndays*andn
Saturdays. -

Welling .is a !ree-lance writerzs
living in Las. Vegas..

Al07

TIC 2251



p——

HILL & KNOWILTON

LOS ANGELES TIMES
May 9, 1995
Page A3 (Page 1 of 4)

_ California and the West

f

LR\

»
¥
R

-

: : ' FRANCISGARDLER / Los Angeles Times
Hollywood Park Casino’s Las Vegas-style ambience is skin-deep for now, but some see a full armray of gambling soon.

) TIC 2314

A108




TIC 2315

HILL & KNOWILTON

LOS ANGELES TIMES
May 9, 1995
Page A3

Gambling Industry Studies the Odds

m Betting: Lobbyists are
intensifying their battle for
full-scale, Vegas-style casinos
in California. They face
determined opposition, but
time may be on side of
ga\ming intercsts.

By|MAX VANZ[

TIMES STAFF WRITER

SACRAMENTO—When the owners
of Hollywood Park racetrack decided
to b‘uild an adjoining poker parlor to
help shore up sagging revenues, they
had |more in mind than straights and

’ ﬂushles.

They built into the new structure a
network of ducts that run just beneath
the surface of the gaming room floor,
eventhough they are unnecessary for
playing Texas hold ‘em and Asian pai
gow, |{to name a couple of popular
card-room games.

But\the ducts are important because,
if and when full-scale casino gambling
comes\ to California, the Hollywood
Park Qasino will be ready for easy
hookup to scores of slot machines, the
gaming\ industry’s most efficient mon-
eymaker,

“It's cheaper that way,” said board
Chairman R.D. Hubbard. When the
casino wheels in the siots to replace the
poker tables, “we won’t have to tear up
the whole floor.”

But Hollywood Park is not alone in
quietly betting that full-scale Nevada-
style casino gambling will come to
California, bringing with it higher
profits. In Sacramento, the larger
stakes represented by full casino oper-
ators lie waiting, just beneath the
surface, like R.D. Hubbard’s covered
ducts:

No repeal of state laws banning
casino gambling is imminent. As posi-
tions shift in the Legislature and
strange-bedfellow alliances rise and
fall among members and lobbyists
alike, the confusion of the moment
seems to be frustrating the casino
expansionists.

But gambling opponents fear that
time is on the side of powerful pro-ca-
sino forces, and that conditions for
bringing down the barriers increasing-
ly ripen as the gambling habit—from
the lottery to poker pariors—continues
to take hold in the state and nation.

Heading the list is the example:

provided by Native Americans. If the
Indians can run casino-style games on
tribal lands where California lacks
jurisdiction, .the argument goes, fair-
ness and the prospect of new sources of

Slate revenue make it only right that
Nevada casino operators be permitted
to do likewise.

Gov. Pete Wilson and Atty. Gen. Dan
Lungren argue that Indians are break-
ing the law by operating about 8,500
slot machines at 20 California casinos
on tribal lands. More are assumed to be
on the way to 21 new reservation sites.
The issue is before both federal appel-
late courts, where the Native Ameri-
cans lost a round but appealed to the
Supreme Court, and the state Court of
Appeal, where the latest ruling went in
their favor.

Politically, most Democrats in the
Legislature, led by Assembly Speaker
Willie Brown of San Francisco, and at
least one powerful Republican, Senate
Minority Leader Ken Maddy of Fresno,
tend to favor allowing Native Ameri-
cans to run slot machines. Brown
combines his support of reservation
gaming with his oft-stated desire to
open the state to all forms of casino
wagering, confining non-Indian gam-
bling to certain urban centers. .

On cue, according to opponents of
wider gaming, the moment the tribes
are able to run their games unfettered,
the out-of-state corporate casino in-
terests will be positioned to make the
case to do likewise. The state could be
tempted to look favorably on those

" Please see GAMBLE, A24

Indian Casinos in Middle of Battle Over Slots

By TOM GORMAN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

SAN DIIEGO—With seeming impu-
nity, 22 Indian tribes in California offer
Nevada-t'ype slot machines in their
reservation casinos despite unsettled
lawsuits contesting their legality and
Gov. Pete Wilson's steadfast opposition
to them. o

Just last month, for instance, the
Agua Calignte Indians brought slot
machines to their downtown Palm
Springs hotel casino.

But wher‘} the rural Rincon Indians
decided to stake out some of the action

for themselves and introduced” 230.

. | . N
video slot rpachmes at their remote
northern San Diego County casino last

week, federal authorities wasted no
time in pouncing on them.
After just 24 hours of tantalizing

operation—when the machines gener-

ated more income than the tribe had
seen in months, if not years—the tribe
was told to unplug them immediately

or face $20,000 in daily fines and a

freezing of tribal assets.

Monday, the Rincon tribal council
begrudgingly promised U.S. District
Judge Marilyn Huff that they would
keep the machines turned off until a
hearing June 12, when the U.S. attor-
ney's office will seek a court order to
keep the machines turned off for good,
until the legality of use is resolved once
and for all in California. . -

So goes the latest skirmish in the

broadening battlefront of California
gambling, with the Rincon Indians
wondering why they are now the
target of federal prosecution while 22
other California tribes—inciuding
three other reservations in.San Diego
County—offer slot action.

“The U.S. attorney's office has
clearly drawn the line—with us,” said
Darrell Gentry, the Rincon tribal ad-
ministrator. The decision to unplug the
slots—despite tribal declarations of
Indian sovereignty and accusations of
U.S. government oppression—was
made to protect the tribe’s assets,
Gentry said. Among other projects, the
tribal council provides. water to the
600-plus residents of the reservation,

o B Please’see SLOTS, A24
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GAMBLE: Odds on Casino Issue Shifting

Continued from A3
requests.

According to casino lobbyist
Gene Erbin, a former legislative
aide once anointed by state Sen.
Tom Hayden (D-Santa Monica) as
“smarter than all of us” on gam-
bling issues, the temptation for the
state emanates from the corporate
checkbook. On the one hand, gam-
bling proceeds on sovereign Indian
lands are untaxable by the state.
On the other, income from Nevada
casinos coming to California would
be eminently taxable.

“Too much capital, too much
institutional pressure” for the state
to forgo the opportunity to cash in,
said Erbin. “And once you make
that Faustian deal, it's over” —pre-

vailing legal barriers fall and casi-

no gambling arrives in California to
stay.

Harvey Chinn, a church-organi-
zation lobbyist and an almost lone
voice in the Capitol in his moral
opposition to gambling, said he has
been tracking gambling legislation
in the Legislature for 35 years and
believes with others that a final
court victory for the Indians *‘will
change the whole complexion in
this state. I think that by and large
we will have lost the entire battle
here.”

ther factors add to his pessi-

mism. Chinn maintains that

even as the state prepares to
impose strict controls on card room
gambling, it is playing into the
hands of the big casino interests.
Several bills, including one spon-
sared by Lungren, call.for creation
of\ a California Gaming Control
Commission to police the card club
industry.

Strong commission oversight
would send the wrong message to
voters whose approval is required
before a card club may open in
their communities, said Chinn. He
has|helped defeat card clubs in 18
of 23 local referendums in the past
thre‘le years. The most potent per-
suader for voters to reject card
clubs, said Chinn, has been their
fear that the new gambling activity
would attract a criminal element to
their communities.

With a state commission in

place,| he believes, the image of

gaming would be cleansed and
voter concerns over crime would
be put llt.o rest. New gaming territo-
ry, he fears, would proliferate.

bling is seen as an addictive, im-
poverishing vice whether crime-
ridden or not. In the California
Legislature, he said, "it would be
giving away our argument to sup-
port a control commission.”

Apart from Indian slots or local
elections, a more.immediate issue
for Nevada interests is their corpo-
rate status. State law now prohibits
gambling companies that are pub-
licly traded from operating in Calj-
fornia. The larger gambling firms
are publicly traded.

Several gambling bills before the
Legislature, including a proposal
sponsored by Lungren, have
contained language that would
drop the prohibition as a bargain-
ing chip to gain legislative support
for the oversight commission,

As debated in the Legislature,
proponents of allowing the publicly
held casinos into California focus
attention only on card clubs. They
have argued that the large casino
companies such as Caesars World
and Hilton are clean and easily
monitored, although there is evi-
dence that they are now having
second thoughts.

As Chinn said and others such as
lobbyist Erbin agree, casino com-
panies “are not coming in with all
that money to be satisfied with
card clubs.”

As represented by their Sacra-
mento lobbyists, casino companies
are reluctant to admit as much.
They tend to refrain from a hard-
sell approach. .

Jo Linda Thompson, represent-
ing Caesars World, tells legislative
committees that the casino giant
wants only the opportunity to bid
for whatever California decides on
its gambling future. She adds that
Caesars favors legislation dropping
the ban on publicly traded corpo-

" rations and opposes bills that

maintain it.

Jack Leon, a spokesman for
Caesars at corporate headquarters
in Century City, conceded that
Caesars has no interest in card
clubs, and it .recently terminated a
business association with an Indian

- casino in Palm Springs. That leaves -

full casino gambling, if and when it
comes, as the California pot-win-
ner for Caesars. .

Similarly, Kathleen Snodgrass,

lobbyist for Tas V. aming
“ipresario Steve Wynp arpss the

or the -important
: — ing i public

sure lsland, Circus Circus, MGM,

Prima Donna and Caesars are some
of the casinos represented here.,
“Nevada interests have hired lob-
byists galore. It's a fuil employ -
ment act,” said Maddy, who is
concerned that “we're headed to-
ward full casino gambling,” which
he opposes. ’

But the path leading to big-time
gaming is anything but clearly
marked, despite the concerns of
opponents. For one thing, such a
move may require voter passage of
a constitutional amendment.

For another, of 24 bills in the
current legislative session related
to gambling, only one has passed in
one house, a measure unrelated to
casino interests that would allow
racetracks to accept bets in their
parking lots at drive-up windows.

Lungren's measure, once consid-
ered the lead bill for controlling
card clubs, is stalled in an Assem-
bly committee where it was reject-
ed and awaits a second vote. An-
other measure with casino
implications advanced further,
then stalled. Pushed by Assembly-
man Curtis Tucker Jr., the Ingle-
wood Democrat whose district in-
cludes Hollywood Park, the bill
would allow tracks—but no one
else—to operate card clubs as pub-
licly traded entities and to expand
to other card club sites through
lease arrangements.

Lungren's office, which once
worked with Tucker to craft
mutually acceptable legislation,
now vigorously lobbies against the :
racetrack bill, calling it a special-
interest exercise in unfairness, as
does Assemblyman Phillip. Isen-
berg (D-Sacramento), the author
of Lungren'’s competing measure. -

While Democrat fights Democrat
and former alliances collapse, Re-
publicans face their own problems.
In committee, the Tucker bill and
others that would drop the barriers
to publicly traded companies at-
tracted many GOP votes, allowing
the bills to advance. )

The - Republican support plum-
meted, however, on the Assembly -
floor. In the interim, the Rev. Lou
Sheldon and his conservative Tra-
ditional Values Coalition of Orange
County raised the alarm to voters
in several districts that their As-
sembly members in Sacramento
were supporting ‘an expansion -of
gambling. ) ’

All0




about 4,000 churches where the
message was relayed to the con-
gregations. At the same time, Shel-
don said, warnings were sent to at
least 10 GOP Assembly members
who depend on conservative sup-
port.

When the Tucker bill failed late
last month on the Assembly floor,
Sheldon said, “1 never felt so
good.”

Even the lnbbying corps is in
conflict over the state’s gambling
future. While Caesars representa-
tives and others push for repeal of
the ban on publicly traded corpo-
rations, Circus Circus has decided it
must “protect our investment in
Nevada,” said Erbin, one of that
casino's lobbyists. Circus Circus
thus opposes gambling bills that
advance casino interests in Califor-
nia, and has joined Sheldon in his
anti-gaming crusade.
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SLOTS: Indian Gambling

Continued from A3

located in an agricultural valley
between Escondido and Palomar
Mountain.

The other three reservations in
San Diego County—Sycuan, Bo-
rona and Viejas—have been ai-
lowed lo continue operating their
2500 slots because the machines
were introduced before last June,
when U.S. Atty. Alan Birsin in San
Diego ordered a moratorium on the
proliferation of the machines in
San Diego County until their legal
standing is resolved.

The tribes with slots already in
ptace would be allowed to maintain
the status quo, Birsin said.

“We are awaiting the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeal's clarification of
the legal framework by which
Indian gaming restrictions will be

enforced in California,” Birsin said.
“In the meantime, any tribe elect-
ing to make an investment [in slot
machines] prior to that decision
does so at its own risk.” ’

In preparation for the June hear- -
ing beforc Huff, FBI experts will
examine the inner workings of the
Rincon siot machines, apparently
to demonstrate that they are virtu-
ally the same as the slot machines
played in Las Vegas, which for now
are illegal in California.

At the heart of the Indian law -
suits against the Wilson Adminis-
tration is their claim that since the
state offers its own lottery and
keno games, it must negotiate
agreements with the Indians lo
offer similar levels of gambling in
reservation casinos. :
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arous alernaive.” Treasure Island now offers couples a chance Lo wed aboard the HMS Britannis,
Starting at about $3,00C. the the ship that sinks in the resort’s fiery pirate vattie.
“Crown Jewel” package inciudes,
- faqre . P tetl
222;%2;}‘;\ e‘::e[:;ei;av;:;?;?i in overlooking the puate battle; ;nd the  seats 60 guests and the other, 30.
British capiain garb; a photo package; Buccaneer Bay Suite lor two nights. For move complete details cn the
three services in the beauty salon and For these looking for a more “Crown Jewel” package and cther
spa; dinner at the Buccaneer Bay traditional wedding. the resort has weddings availatle at Treasure
Club, Treasure Isiand’s restaurani two European-style chapeis. One Island, cali {80Q) 866-4748.
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Sl]]l a ‘Mystere’ after all this time

BY

ith its lively music, exotc
" costumes and talented cast of
__seemingly superhuman
- bcnu:rtamas, there’s little mystery
to why * E} ¢” recently logged
its 2,000th performance.
The production takes visitors
on 2 magical journey through a world where
- bungee artists fly above the stage like ballerinas
gliding through midair. A perfectly sculpted duo
rotates on a moving pladorm while displaying
astonishing feats of strength. And a clown dressed
in a baggy suit and unkemnpt hairdo pulls off an
assortment of pranks and gags.
As a creation of Cu'quc du Soleil, “Mystere” fuses

STACE Y WELLING

the traditions of circus, theater and ballet into 2
producnon that has wowed more than 3 million
Las chas visitors since its dehut in 1993 at
Treasure Island. When the cast of 72 completed its
2,000th performance this spnng. it marked not
only an important milestonc for the production but
served as a cue of sorts to Cirque du Soleil's
expanding presence on the Strip.

Because, even as “Mystcre” continues to .
mesmerize audiences, work is underway at the up-
and-coming $1.6-billion Bellagio resort to create a
new Cirque du Soleil show that will make its dcbut
when that property opens in October. A

Bellagio will feature an eight-acre lake along the L

Please sec ‘MYSTERE,' Page 76
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“Grandma sure likes those (slot) machines.”

— NATE, 8-year-old from Dallas

\ » ] v PHOTOS BY VINGE MAGGIORA/THE ORONICLE
) At Circus Circus in Vegas, clusters of kidlets rode the Canyon Blaster at the Grand Slam Canyon theme park




‘MYSTERFE’

-
Continued from Page 68
resort's Las Vegas Boulevard
entance, complete with a
$30-million water ballet as its’
signature public atrraction. It's the
latest addidon to the Las Vegas
family of Mirage Resorts properties,
which include the Golden Nugget,
Treasure lsland and the Mirage.

Mirage chairman of the board
Steve Wynn promises Bellagio will -
add 2 new dimension of elegance and
upscale entertainment to Las Vegas.
And Cirque du Soleil's specially
tailored production, stll urmamed; is
expected 1o become the perfect
production to complement the
much-anticipated resort. .

“1 know this show will have »
repercussions all over the world,”
says Russian-born artistic director
Pavel Brun. “It’s a wtally unique -
venue, and the vision and concept of
the show is also quite unique.”

Pavel is dividing his time berween
the Bellagio project and his ongoing
work at Treasure Island with
“Mystere.” Among his many
contributions, he co-created
“Mystere'’s” gravity-defying high-bar
act that features 14 gymnasts who
fly, spin and swing in unison above
the producton’s stage.

One way the Bellagio project will
set itself apart from "Mystere” and
other Cirque productions is that it
represents the first time the theater
company will incorporate aquagc
elements into a show. Cast members
moved in March from Cirque's home
base in Canadz to begin rehearsing in
Las Vegas. All of the performers
underwent scuba-diving lessons and
were recently certified at Lake Mead,
about 40 minutes southeast of the
Strip.

Performance nights for the
Bellagio project also will differ
slightly from “Mystere"~—which is

-

dark on Mondays and Tuesdays—so
visitors will be able 10 see a Cirque
producton any night of the week on
the Strip.

“The two shows will be compared,
but even the way it looks right now,
in the very early stages of rehearsals,
1 can tell you for sure that you
wouldn't see any similarities except
for the (quality),” Brun says.

Most details about the new
production are under wraps undl the
Bellagio's grand opening. Like
“Mystere,” though, a theater is being
built specifically for the show that

will be slightly larger than the 1540

seatsat Treasure Island Cirque's
production ar Bellagio also will have
70-plus cast members.

Cirque du Soleil has come a long
way since 1985 when it started in
Quebec, Canada, as a band of offbeat
street performers, sdlt walkers, fire
eaters and mimes. But the artists who
created the theater company,
including a choreographer, composer
and costume designer, always
intended 10 elevate it to a higher art
form.

The company’s first venture
outside Canada was in 1987 when it
toured Southern California in its
banana-colored trademark big top
tent. Since then, Cirque du Soleil has
grown into a global enterprise with
four traveling roupes, in addidon to

““Mystere,” the theater company's first

full-dme show. The Bellagio
production will open as its second
permanent show; a third resident
show premieres in December at Walt
Disney World in Oriando, Fla.

“Mystere” helped pave the way for
the theater company's growing
success, proving that its creators and
performers could meet the demands
of an ongoing production.

“My concern at the very beginning
of our operation here was that the
philosophy and style of performance
and life in Cirque du Soleil could be

~

very hard to adapt 10 a punch-clock
kind of work schedule,” Brun says.
“But the show is so lively right now.
The juices of the whole Cirque du
Soleil are just becoming more and
more strong in ‘Mystere.””

As the hour-and-40-minute
production begins, fog billows across
the stage and performers stream into
the theater from all directions. Music
performed by a live orchestra,
inspired by European, South
American and even New Age
influences, gives the show an
international, mribal feel. The music,
combined with dramatic lighting and
sleek costumes, complement a
dazzling assormment of stanningly
choreographed acts.

In “The Flying Cube.” the hunky
Mikhail Matorine manipulates a
50-pound aluminum cube with his
hands and feet while suspended
above the stage. Brothers Marco and
Paulo Lorador of Porrugal perform

“Hand to Hand" with moves that
would maim lesser mortals. The

ecily sculpted duo do handstands

on each other’s legs, shoulders and
heads—all while revolving on a slow-
moving, center-stage pladorm.

Other performers dance and
dangle in unison from vertical
Chinese poles; some wear giant egg-
shaped masks on the backs of their
heads and appear 1o walk backward
across the stage. Gymnasts team up
during the Korean plank segment to
take turns bouncing and spinning

" through the air off.a giant -

teeterboard, the most dangerous of '
all acts in“Mystere.” “Taiko™ shows
off a Japanese style of drum playing
in w}uch a group of drummers.

chests and legs and wearing
long braids descend from the ceiling
beating on drums.

. Like most circuses, comedy forms
a bridge between acts, but “Mystere”
pulls it off with unmatched polish.
The antcs of baby-faced Francois
Dupuis keep the audience laughing

_ throughout the show. And the very

TIC 2424

Al15




animated Wavne Hronek. alias Benny -

LeGrand the clown, one of the
original cast members of the Cirque
cu Soleil team, wins over visitors

from the moment they walk in the
door.

“Mystere’s” artists hail from 10
countnes. Usually individual
performers are spotted and then
melded together into acts specifically
created for Cirque du Soleil
producdons. Often. performers rotte
among various projects within the
theater company.

It's one way Cirque du Soleil keeps
its productions fresh—and why
“Mystere” will mainaain its allure
even as a sister production shines
alongside it in Las Vegas.

Show times for “Mystere” are 7:30
and 10:30 p.m. Wednesday through
Sunday ar Treasure Island Tickets are
$63.50 for adults and $31.70 for
children. For information, call (800)
392-1999.

Stacey Welling is a Las Vegas - - \
writer, Z-

. .

Photo by Al Seib

Since 1993, Cirque du Soleil’'s “Mystere” has charmed
MMMTWBMIBMM‘WM
Chinese pole artists, shown here, some of whom wear
masksonlhzbaddﬂlar)uds,appemmgwm&
badkward in a bit of whimsical stagecraft. Come Ocober,
a second resident Cirque du Soleil production will open
at the new Bellagio resort.
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By Stece Rubenstein
Chronicle Siafy Writer

Las Vegas

rom roller coaster to roller coast-
F er they wander, pockets jammed

with video game tokens, these
new cast-offs of the desert.

Their eyes are glazed, like Mom-
my’s at the slot machines. Their legs
are shot, like Daddy's at the craps ta-
ble.

They are the waifs and foﬁndlings
of Las Vegas. :

“Mom and Dad sent us out here,”
said Nikki, 14, of Riverton, Wyo., be-
tween roller coaster rides at the MGM
amusement park. ‘“They’re inside.”

He pointed toward the monolith. In
Las Vegas, “inside” means the big
rooms without windows, where things
like night, day and children do not ex-
ist.

For the past decade, in a makeover
more profound than anything at-
tempted by a plastic surgeon on an ag-
ing showgir], the monoliths of Las Ve-
gas have been cranking out more and
more kiddie attractions and multimil-
lion dollar baby-sitting devices.

Is the blackjack capital of the coun-
try some pew mecca of family togeth-
erness? Or is this just another hustle
from the folks who put the zeroes on
the roulette wheel?

Take a stroll on the Vegas strip and
find out. Teenagers and younger co-
horts wander about on their own re-
cognizance, navigating between the
pleasure domes.

Here in the new family-friendly
Vegas, the kids-stay-and-eat-free Ve-
gas, may be found two amusement
parks, one water slide park, one mono-
rail, one dolph‘in park, one Star Trek
park and a circus. There are indoor
roller coasters, outdoor roller coasters
and even a roller coaster atop a 1,000-
foof-tall tower.

There are 3D movies and IMAX gi-
ant-screen movies. There are flight
simulators. There is even a combina-
tion 3-D IMAX giant-screen movie
flight simulator.

\’I‘he contraption is called the “Race
for, Atlantis IMAX 3-D Ride.” It’s at
Caesars Palace, and a ride costs $9.50, 2
summthacasmohalf life that can be
measured in nanoseconds.

'l‘he other day, the midday crowd
at the IMAX 3-Dride was comprised
malnly of unaccompanied kidlet clus-
ters. After reaching the head of the
line and antemg up the cash, each kid

Kids
In the
Cards

There’s a place for
children in the
new Las Vegas —
it's just not with

Mom and Dad

Warrick Price; captaiivof a sfunt
pmdnp at the Treasure Island
casino, posed with young fans
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ishanded . ..our with 3-D lenses and is
herded into the theater, where the
seats are bolted to a platform that
jerks up and down to follow the mo-
tion on the giant screen.

“We've been to the pyramid and
the pirate show,” said 12-year-old Nate
of Dallas, peering through the 3-D vi-
sor as if preparing to weld a muffler.
“We've seen the white tigers. We've
played a lot of video games. Now we'’re
doing this.”

He and his 9-year-old sister, Nicole,
were in the nominal care of Grandma
and Grandpa, who happened to be
feeding quarters to the slots.

“Grandma sure likes those ma-
chines,” said Nate.

Nate and Nicole strapped them-
selves into their seats. The lights went

~ down and the room began to spin like

reels on the Megabucks machine.

The IMAX story has something to
do with an underwater volcanic ex-
ploding medieval chariot race. It is no
less logical than anything else in Las
Vegas and over with quicker. At the
11:20a.m. show, no one threw up.

“It was OK,” Nate said afterward.
“About what [ expected.”

They were off for the pirate show
in front of the Treasure Island casino,
with a possible stop at Circus Circus to
watch the trapeze act and trytowin a
stuffed bear.

Next to them were a pair of teens
who said they were supposed to meet
Mom and Dad back at the hotel room.

This turns out to be a mantra of Las
Vegas orphans. We are meeting Mom
and Dad back at the hotel room.

When? Later.
At Circus Circus, the theme park is

‘called Grand Slam Canyon. It's located

inside an enormous dome of cotton-
candy-pink glass.

Kelly, 16, and his 11-year-old sister,
Alexis, had already ridden the coaster
and the raft and were in line for laser
tag.

“Mom likes the slots,” Kelly said.
“Dad plays 21. And here we are.”

The Burton family had come from
Fairbanks, Alaska, for their family va-
cation, and Kelly seemed to be aware,
beyond his years, that he and his sister
had been, well, dumped for the after-
noon.

“Las Vegas isn't really a fun place,”
hesaid. “Actually, I hate it. ] wish that
all of us were at the beach someplace,
all together. That's my idea of a family
vacation.”
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FOR RAINY DAYS
ON THE ROAD,
FUN AND GAMES
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include the

GM Grand. the Luxor and Treasure Isianc.




Al2]

TIC 2163

LU D 2K
..'BY CHUCX WOODBURY

-

AS VEGAS, Nev.—If vou have not been
here in the last vear, vou have not been
here. So much has changed in Las Vegas.

Comparing Las Vegas to Nevada's other gam-
bling towns—Reno, South Lake Tahoe. and
Laughlin—is like comparing a Boeing 747 10 a
Piper Cub. It's like comparing Chicago to Peo-
ria. [t's like comparing the National Football
League 10 Roller Derby.

Las Vegas is so big and bizarre and su:
generis that there is really no comparison with
any plsce else on earth.

Half :ne people I ask about Las Vegas can't
stand i:.

The other halt think it's terrific—if not
for the vambling, then for the entertainment
and the people—the zillion seemingly care-
free folks who walk up and down the Strip.
stoppine at one gaudy, gimmicky. thrill-a-min-
ute cauino after another. Along the way. thev
witness an erupting volcano, a pirate-ship bat-
tle. a fire-breathing dragon, and enough neon
and anuficial light to be seen from the moons
of Jupirer.

On a rvcent day, I walked a good part of the
Strip, 5-arung off at Circus Circus. where | nud
S5 G stet U new amusement

Drand

Slam Canyon, which might better be named
Grand Sham Canvon. The roller-coaster ride is
exciting, but it lasts onlv a couple of minutes.

Two water rides get you wet, but slickers are
not rented. only sold. So I didn’t ride, which
didn't leave much else to do. ! could have
boarded a mechanical duck in the kiddie area—
but, frankly, I quit riding ducks 40 vears ago.

A 810 ticket gets vou unlimited rides in
Grand Slam Canvon. which mav be worth it {or
teenagers, but not for older adults who like to
stay dry. or little kids. Grand Slam Canyon is
just one of many new attractions in Las Vegas
designed to make the town more of a familv
destination.

The vear-old. pvramid-shaped Luxor Hotel
and Casino is mind-boggling. At night, vou cant
even see it because the exterior is hlack glass
with virtualiy no light; think of it as the Strip's
black-hole. Inside. vou look up and up; it's like
no other building | have ever seen.

There are a few non-gambling, non-food ai-
tractions at the Luxor. inciuding a boat ride on
tne “Nile.” which basically takes vou around
the edges of the cusino in a moat while a guide
tells lame jokes. It's un uninspired ride. bui
considering it's 1 g casino in the desert. it's
worth a few bucks.

There's also 2

duplicate of King Tu:'s
~ Turn to

Derma o
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- tomb. It's pretty neat. worth a visit, especially
if you're into Tut stutf.

At the Luxor. I rode a virtual-reality ride
designed by "“Star Wars” genius George Lucas,
I came out dizzy and green. so it was a.good
ride. You enter, then take a simulated elevator
.ride deep into the earth. The elevator “breaks
loose,” of course, s0 you free-tall, get rescued.
and then must take a daring tlight back to
earth’s surface—complicated by an evil ship
that wants to blast you and a beautiful princess
into bits. ; .

‘It’s all make-believe, but it looks and feels
real. Pregnant women. sick people and fragile
.older folks are advised not to ride this, and
they shouldn't. T

There are .other rides at the Luxor, but 1
chose to continue my tour of the Strip.

Biggest on the planet

Across and up Las Vegas Boulevard, the i
MGM Grand Hotel, with 5009 rooms. laid
claim to the title of the World's Largest Hotel
when it opened last December. It also includes -
an theme park, which 1 didn't see because I
arrived after it closed. I have heard it's OK, but -
no Disneyland. _ . c

The MGM Grand casino itself is enormous— :
an incredible '171,500 square feet. You walk in
the front door through the mouth of a lion to a
scene from “The Wizard of Qz,” with life-sized
characters frozen in time as they walk down the
Yellow Brick Road. < IR

Las Vegas boasts more ‘restaurants—from
classy joints to fast food—than in most cities .
its size. The Treasure Island Hotel-Casino, -
which opened in Octber of 1993, includes a
regularly scheduled and realistic battle . be-
tween a pirate ship and a British man o’ war. It
takes place right along Las Vegas Boulevard.

-The ships fire at each other, there are huge -
explosions of fire, 'and sailors fly through the
air. Then the British ship sinks (a sure bet).
and the noisy show is suddenly over. Hany
around ‘a few minutes to watch the sunken -
vessel resurface, then magically sail 100 yards |

-away 'to do battle again an hour later. Tl
There are other casinos along the route, °
including the Mirage with its erupting volcano,
the Excalibur with a fire-breathing dragon, and
dozens more. -1 spent: only -a*day; you ‘need .a |

week to seeitall. . -7 et
If you haven't been to Las Vegas for awhile,
and you want to have some fun and withess the*
amazing ingenuity of American entrepreneur-.
. ship, make the trip. You don't have to gamble a
penny to be entertained for days.” .~ -+ - i
-Specifically - - SR RIPUIED N ;
‘For information, centact ' the Chicago
office of the L3s Vegas Convention -and
Visitor Authority, now in a new location on:
the mezzaninc level of 2 Prudential Plaza,
180 N. Stetson Ave,; call (312) 861-0711,." =~
The monthly newsletter Las Vegas Advi-1
sor provides an array of useful information. !
A one-year subscription ca-r« $45, and a
single issue is $5; write: L.ax Vegas Advisor,
5280 8. Valley View Bivd., Suite B, Las
Vegas, Nev. 89118; or call (702) 597-1884.

Kl

—-Chuck- Woodbury is‘publlisher: and editor of
On the Road. a quarterly newspaper he_ pro-.

duces while traveling in a motorhome.
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Tackling Glitter Gulch
With Two Teens in Tow

By Tom Gmn;&

] .
Los Angeles Times

Aé VEGAS, Nev.—
I Years, ago as a child, |

was whisked through-

Glitter Gulch as a persona non
grata; my parents plunged
through a casino in search of
cheap shrimp cocktails, tugging
me tightly in tow. If I stalled
for even a moment, some goon
in uniform curtly admonished
my dad to keep me moving.

Las Vegas was no place for’

kids.

Now here we are, family of
four, in a hotel room 30 stories
above the Strip, feeling down-
right welcomed by the cityv's
marketing ploy

{
i

to tap Middle
America: Bring

© . OREGON

CIDARO |

the kids!
What a
street scene: a
fire-belching
volcano. a pyr-
amid with its
high beam cut-
ting a white
shaft to heav-
- €n. an over-
sized lion pro-
tecting Doro-
thy and her
Emerald City
friends. and pi-.
Iates beating |

|e Reno

NEVADA

UtAH T

CALIFORNIA - )

the snot_out of |
_English_sea-
Having written about the
‘Disneyfication of Las Vegas for
the Los Angeles Times, I un-
wittingly piqued the curiosity
of our two kids—Paul, 18, and
Cassie, 13.

My wife, Jeanne, and 1
agreed a that three-night fam-
ily . getaway—especially if we

_ignored the slots-——could be
¢fun. For the most part, the
-rooms and meals are good val-
sues "here, discounted to draw
“gamblers to town who'll return
their asvings to the casinos
lanyway. But we'd be too smarn

&or__th;;t.

-

|
|
|
|
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We booked a two-queen-bed”

roum ut Treasure lsland, “the
classy but Tess-endowed sister
ot the Miruge, for 379 4 night.

After our five-hour drive, we
rewarded ourselves following o
speedy check-in by going pool-
side talthough to our dismay.
we had to traipse in suits along
the side of the casino games).
Jeanne and 1 tested the pool

bar and the kids tned oul the
S0-feot-high water shide. Tt wys
rame by oteen-age  standards
but. on the other hand. the
onlv hotel water slide on the
Strip. tThere's a great water-
slide park on the Strip, Wet 'n
Wild. but we nassed on it this
time around.) i

The hizhlight of our Vegas
esciape ceme that first night:
Cirque dn Soleil’s show. Mys.
tere. in a specially built show-
room at Treasure Island. Mys.-
tere is (he second-priciest show
in town £352.80 with tax, com-
pared to Mirage techno magi-
ctans Siegfried & Rov ar
378.35), as well as the most
awe-inspiring: an inventive, po-

etic presenta-
tion of choreo-
graphed hu-
man strength—
part ballet,
part brawn.
Next day, we
dropped our
teens at Grand
Slam Canyon,
the smail
amusement
park under
glass adjacent
to Circus Cir-
cus. The time
alone allowed
Jeanne and me
to browse
_ through “hotel
"~ shops and lay
by the punl to unwind.

Grand Slam Canvon won fu-
vorable reviews from Paul and
Cassie. There are only a hand-
ful of rides. a couple of them
quite wet. But the kids repeat-
ed the double-loop roller coast-
er several times, and had a riot
in the laser-tag arena. Players
in teams “shoot” each other in
the dark with harmless, light-
emitting beams that activate
targets on opposing players’
shoulders.

Pirate battle

That evening, we anchored
at Treasure Island. The hotel's

"street-front pirate show-—an

engaging battle of epithets and
cannon fire—really is 4 blast
and is best seen twice. Get
there 30 minutes early, find &
spot on the bridge leading to
the hotel to watch one side of
the action, then flip-flop for
the next show. }
The halance of the night was

spent inside Treasure Island’s

vouth fun zone. a oollection o1
video zames and ca nival mid-
wavoacuvives called  Mutiny
Bay. Dav 3 was spent at ihe
new MGM Grind theme park
and  midwav., MGM realized
the park wusn't worh the oriz-
inal admission price of 323 and
dropped 1t 1o 313.95. Still too
steep. it's now down to 313, I7
vou merelv want to accompany
the kids but eschew the rides.
vou can get in for free and just
browse the shops while kids
playv.

The log ride with its final
plummet offered a cooling
drench. but a boat cruise
through a movie “back lot” was
cornball. And its version of a
roller coaster lasted onlyv a min-
ute, compared to the two-min-
ute ride at Grand Slam Can-
von. according to timekeeper
Paul. No reflection on our
high-brow cultural upbringing,
but Jeanne and I got our big-
gest hoots at a live “Three
Stooges” show.

We retreated to MGM’s mid-
wav games. Together we
dropped about S30 on dollar
games. and pleuse doa't bother
asking what we have to show

torit. {But can | interest you in .
a smail stutfed purple dragon?)

After we exhausted the

MGM., we took pedestrian'

bridges for s midnight walk
across the Strip to the Excali-

bur, a previous favorite haunt. .

Be warned: Even with my wife
and two children there. side-
walk smut peddlers in front of
the Excalibur thrust escort-ser-
vice handouts in my face, and |
had to explain to Cassie what

" one jerk meant by “room ser-

vice."”

The next day, we checked
out of Treasure Island and
spent a couple hours at the
Forum Shops at Caesars. Paul
and Cassie found can't-live-
without T-shirts and hats at
the Warner Bros. memorabilia
store.

Our last stop in town was the .
pyramid-shaped Luxcr. The '
hotel's signature. “The Secrets
of the Luxor Pyramid,” is a !
three-part ride. $13 per person. -

Part 1 was the best of the
trilogy: a simulated airborne
ride through the interior ol a

pyramid on your way to rescuc

something or sumebody. Nevoer

mind the plot and just brace .

vourselt Inroa forring, com
trge rode with the kind of t

Al124
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Costumed character representing the trademark MGM lion
greets a youthful Las Vegas visitor at ‘the theme park
behind the MGM Grand, the world’s largest hotel. .

nology unveiled ‘at .Dish_ey-..

1 land’s Star Tours. .
In Part 2, vou're seated in a
mock tejevision studio that’s
. part live. part video; the key-
1 note event is a 3-D experience.
For Part 3, you're sitting in the
“world’s steepést theater facing
a giant, vertical screen where
1 the convoluted plot of this tril-
ogy gimmick is supposed to be

wrapped up.
No Luxor midway

There is no midway at the
Luxor (thank goodness), but its
Sega video games with over-
sized display screens are the
best on the Strip. Three virtu-
al-reality games each cost $4.
In ‘one, you're a jet pilot,
turned into every possible posi-
tion to challenge your equilib-
rium. In another, vou're a gun:
man in a darkened space tub,
. but Cassie said the instructions
.were too quick and confusing
“and termed the ride “'stupid.”

The Treasure Island buffet
was - excellent; lunch at the
Luxor’s cafe lets you gaze and

".wonder at the interior of the
.pyramid; lunch at the MGM

. ~theme. park. didn’t . gouge us,.

~and inside the MGM there's a
tast-food court that even has

McDonald’s. But if you’re driv-
ing around, head east a few
blocks to Maryland Parkwav -
for fast-food alley.

Our biggest concern about
coming to Las Vegas was ex-
posing our children to gam-
bling because the Nevada casi-
no mecca now presents itself as
a G-rated slice of Americana.
and we have vur misgivings.

Indeed, with just one signifi-
cant exception, kids in Vegas -
can’t avoid -the casino scene
and literally brush up against
the slots. The exception is the :
Luxor, where the entertain-
ment level is separate from the

. casino downstairs so the gam- !

i
|
bling is are easily and altogeth- |
er avoided. © - .
Is Vegas becoming family- |
friendly in order to groom kids |
as future gamblers of America? :
At Treasure-Island, our kids |
enrolled in.the Mutiny Bay ‘
Club. promising them a news- |
letter and special premiums.
It's just like the slot-machine
clubs with membership cards '
that the casinos are offering |
adults. Hmmm: S
But the only quandary we !
faced upon our arrival home -
was where Cassie was going to

"put all hér rnew stuffed toys.
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. ENTERTAINMENT 42
Cirque du Soleil's newiX

show, MYSTERE, designed for

e Treasure Isl

helageg

e largest rroduction

HILL svo KNOWLTON

the company has ever presented
in North America. It features an
international cast of 70 artists in-
cluding acrobats, clowns, actors,
comedians, stilt walkers, sing-
¢ - ers, dancers, and a band playing
an original score.

Treasure lsland's 1,525seat
theater was custom built to
Cirque du Soleil ‘specifications.

) Phapy
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SENING WORLD/CT:

A,
O ENTERTATNMENT
Cirque du Soleil’s new..
show MYSTERE - designed for..:

the Treasure Island. Hotel in Las ’
Vegas, is the argest pro uctxon

HILL «nvo KINOWLTON

—

the company has ever ‘presented

~in North America, It features an

mtemabonal cast of 70 artists in-
cluding acrobats, clowns, actors,
. comedians, ._stilt . walkers sing- -
ers, dancers and.a band playmg
.an original score."

792¢ 5/?,
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caneer Bay.

AR TR R AT mmxmm

Ltﬂ,&i Home

JUDITH MGRGAN
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0ld. Seven fime
L1 anks, her o
with the ship.
Thfongs of orlook‘"s ~heer
spectacle from a 3

bread ohank
way and bndrzf_, ,\hw vou actually

-y I
el

JU]&» LdUVG lhé otel’s ente

f m\ batde is 04
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“.unt.\ one ol
pnce The aiher ,\'irm r \w-ula;su
hapnerns to play at Treasure Isl; and,
is the dazzling entertainmesnt o
L rqu¢ du Solell e sivand 3

ac Z'Oucl.h
aat g
1,500-seat tnt.m

During a recent visit to |
Vegas — my first in almest 20
vears — surprises neve

There was the pus! ; g
hotels-cum-theme pas vl Ued by the
5.005-room .1(;  Grand Lhc
world’s largest hetel and casing) to
lure famihes to the gambhnz capi
with ahitzy qalleries of video ”’l“‘a,‘. .
pmball machines ana el
simulated rides.

Behind the scenes. [ was even
more amazed by the computer
sleight of hand that manipulates the

N

non-Troune CRARUE NEUMAN
Wet and wild: Pirates celebrate their victory in a battle
ngainst o Sriiish frigate a: Treasure Island.

""N°"“"5c;;1r<‘f prozane expio-
Ons, We wen't 3tart a show if it's
m'7 mere than 15 miles an

159',. Bucca-

. invoives 12

Tl s
s
r_ U)

3 Jsiratecrewof  haur, Lau‘ said. “If the wind
Aor.‘.c* stung- starts swirling, we cancel — or lim-
nd ZUmnasis gt the fireworks.”

ied for these Dn"mallv de-
manding roles. ind 200 auditioned.)
From contro) paneis hidden with-

. 5 CATIDGEAN

Buccaneer Bay holds 214 million
galions of water and, for the most
nart, is 6 feet deep. Thers's g 40-
rcot-deep hole wheare the Britsh
A0 3inEs and a 14-foot pool where
the sallors dive overhoard. Because
cf the waterv roles. each actor has
three changes of clothes; only the
pirate captain gets to stay dry dur-

1g a performance.

Other backstage secrets: The
Britsh captain survives to rule an-
other day by donning a scuba mask
just as he slips beneath the surface,
his descent carefully monitored on
vide0o screens.

— e snouts dad scream

tie oyvr ocf‘chmc ‘\'123'1" or“u.m:

ener "ur'.‘m e evaning
ARG WA T e whena tour-
sumped ints thie water, Layve
dUTmnd CwRsE tevan spring
svak.” And two of the British saiiors are
The wind is the mc 1 likelv cul- women.
thehind canceilations.
“Because of the powder-based

Fhe

JUDITH MORGAN 15 2 r'avel writer
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ITT Sheraton

planning resort
on Vegas Stri

ENTERTAINMENT: The
- $750 million Desert
- Kingdom will have
3,500 rooms.
Reuters ‘
LAS VEGAS —In a city where

nothing succeeds ljke excess,

ITT Corp. on Thursday unveiled
its long-awaited plans to build a
$750 million, 3,500-room ITT
Sheraton hotel and casing resort,
the Desert Kingdom. .

It was the second major hotel
and casino project announced in
Las Vegas this week.

Gaming-industry analysts said
the new projects, which will add

- 6,500 hotel rooms to the city’s

‘current stable of 69,889 rooms, is

:a sign of the continued strength
‘of Las Vegas, despite the prolif-
.eration of gaming in other parts
:of the United States.

-The ITT Sheraton resort will
‘be located on 34 acres Jjust south
“of the Sheraton Desert Inn Re-
‘sort & Casino, which the compa-
ny bought in June from investor
‘Kirk Kerkorian's Tracinda Corp.
for $160 million. The Desert Inn
'may be expanded at some point.
~On Wednesday, Mirage Resorts
Inc. and Gold Strike Resorts-said

they would Jointly build a $250
million, 3,000-room hotel aimed
at the mainstream tourist. -

Both new projects will include
nongaming entertainment, part

. e e
- ue -

- ,
4 .,

et i 3 .".

s

of the increasing trend in Las Ve-

gas to attract families. .

The new resorts fc’),llow_or:]‘:thé';
heels of three new mega-hotels

and casinos that opened last fall
— the Luxor, d

' lan :
and MGM Grand, which -boasts

5,000 rooms and a theme park.

The ITT Sheraton resort..will’
include a 135,000-square:foot ca-:-

sino along the famed Las Vegas
Strip. It will have a desert matif.

depicting the. Hanging :Gardens - .
of Babylon, Seven Cities of Gold;
El Dorado and other legends..i... -+

ITT Sheraton said the Desert-
Kingdom resort will ‘front "900°
feet along the Strip, 'where' the
major casinos are located: -

Construction of the new, resof@_,-
is set to begin in July with com? :
pletion scheduled for ‘the “first". '~

1

quarter of 1997, the' company:
said R . ERY) ClJalbios vaw s
. V4 veenia ot

The new hotel will _o‘ffér'~ )z;.téh-..

. dard rooms of 450 square [feet]

along with 300 suites:’Standard

room rates will average $140 per

night. G

- P e
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LAS VEGAS: City's three h

FROM 1

market. It is a ladder of appeal,
ranging from $3.99 lunch buffets

to Austrian crystal chandeliers:
> The granddaddy of family
entertainment is Circus Circus,
opened in 1968, where modest
rooms go for $36 a night, and the
approach has been stamped on
Circus Circus Enterprises’ other
properties, the Luxor and Ex-
calibur hotels. .
» The hotelier determined to
keep the excitement level high is
Steve Wynn, owner of the Mi-
rage, Treasure Island and Gold-!
en Nugget in Las Vegas. Earlier
this month Wynn announced an-
other megaresort, to be built on
the site of the old Dunes hotel and
golf course. Groundbreaking is
tentatively set for the spring.
Wynn generally is credited
with giving Las Vegas the mar-
keting push from casino curios-
ity to resort destination over the
past decade. He is on the side of
“'I want the moms and dads.”
> At the new lion-studded
MGM Grand Hotel and Theme
Park, a supporter of upscale
family trade, listen to the think-
ing that went into its 32-acre,
theme park: “That park would
probably not work in any other
environment,' said Ira West,
president of Duell Corp. in West
Los Angeles, which conceived,
designed and managed construc-
tion of the park. *'Our aim was
not to take people and keep them
8-10 hours and then have them
collapse in their hotel room.
“The casino people said they
wanted guests to come and gam-

ble and wanted them in the park
maybe 34 hours."”

» On the high end are hotels
such as Caesar’s Palace and the
Las Vegas Hilton, which hopes to
solidify its adult gaming image
by building three penthouse
suites that will cost $40 million
and be marketed to only the high-
est of high rollers in the world —
a group of fewer than 500 people.

» Some older properties are

spiffing up to keep up. At the ven-
erable Flamingo Hilton, General
Manager Bill Bigelow is oversee-
ing a $130 million expansion, in-
cluding timeshare suites, 2,000
palm trees and a ballrocom, and
homing in on the big-company,
incentive sales markel.
* For all the talk about families,
rest assured, California, that the
heart of Las Vegas tourism still
beats on a playing card.

*“The notion that Las Vegasis a
kid’s place is way overdone,”
said Gary Gregg, president of
the Las Vegas Hilton, which con-
siders itself a “family friendly,"
but high-end adult casino. It has
a youth hotel for child care.

“We are marketing Las Vegas
as a full resort destination, a
complete destination, for a fam-
ily unit, couples or singles,"’ said
Rob Dondero, account supervi-
sor, R&R Advertising, which
handles the visitor bureau ac-
count.

Risks lie ahead for both Cali-
fornia and Las Vegas tourism.
Nevada gaming executives wor-
ry about everything from chil-
dren displacing gamblers on air-
plane seats (recent headline:
“McCarran Airport sees steep

THE NUMBERS

Number of visitors

1994 29 million*
1993 23.5 mitlion
1992

1991 21.3 million
1990 20.3 million
1989 18.1 million

Source: Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority

Visitor dollar contribution
Amount spent on gaming and
hotels
1994 %18
1993
1992

1991
1990
1989
*Projected
Source: Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority

1994 Monthly gaming revenue
only, Clark County

January $476,019,000
February 433,560,000
- March 279,546
April 462,168
May 449,740
June 394,106
July 478,11

Source: Nevada Gaming Control
Board

climb in flights, passengers. But
convention authority bosses ask:
Are families stealing seats from
gamblers?') to a decline in the
average amount a visitor spends
gambling.

“This year they got them here.

Next year is going to be spent
trying to get them to gamble
.more,” said Joe Mitanowski, di-
rector, USA Capital Manage-
ment Group in Las Vegas, told
the Las Vegas Business Press.

“'What's carrying it now is a
sheer volume of people putting a
little bit in."

Others contend that as long as
visitor counts stay in double-digit
increases, the city should fare
well.

Bottom line: *We don’t know
yet if family-friendly will work,"
Schwer said.

The same is said of Califor-
nia's outlook, where any ongoing
impact from Las Vegas “de-
pends very very much on how the
public responds to (the new Las
Vegas and) if they feel there is
value there,”” Poimirro said. He
defended California: *“Frankly,
some of the reports we've heard
is that they just do not compete
at all with the major California
attractions in sophistication ... or
investment. I just don't believe
long-term when the (family) cus-
tomer really understands differ-
ence in quality that they will be
happy with a Vegas experience
compared with what California
has to offer.”” About 100 million
tourists visit California every
year; the final 1994 numbers
should show a slight increase
from 1993

California, in the meantime,
could learn a few lessons from its

R ¢ il

ew megaresorts build on *m.sm,:‘.im:m?wsmum

neighbor to the east, particularly

in creating some Las <on=.a3.._m..
excitement. ™~
Las Vegas promoters have

capitalized on the idea that new.
attractions need to be introduced.
every year to keep people com..
ing and the mainstream press.
talking.

To the good, California has
some juice in the pipeline: Dis:
neyland’s Indiana Jones ride (at
a reported $90 million cost) is set-
to open next spring and a new-
themed water park, Six Flags
Hurricane Harbor, will open in-
summer 1995 adjacent to Magic
Mountain in Valencia. A Lego
theme park is -proposed for-
northern San Diego County and
Disney's proposed Westcot de-
velopment in Anaheim is still in-
the wings. -

Perhaps most encouraging for
California — in what could deve!-,
op into a tourism showdown with:
Nevada — is that the state only
has one task to concentrate on:-
Attract tourists to an estab-
lished, top-drawer family-desti--
nation state. '

Las Vegas has given itself
three difficult assignments: At-.
tract gamblers, attract family
visitors, and persuade parents tg.
gamble more.

What are the odds?

Cathy Taylor is the awmiﬁ business ~
columnist. Her"column appears Sun-.
days, Tuesdays and Thundays and on
infoline at (714) 5504636, category "
2214. You can reach her at (714) 953:-
7946. o
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Las Vegas ﬁgures up The - ;
opemng of three j nega-resorts ang a a
natlonmde media’ blitz are craxted

thh ‘boost egas’ tounsm
‘Count by 27.3 percent for the ﬁrst

quaner of 1994, The opening of the

Luxor, Treasu:e Island and MGM ... .
Grand inthe quarter of 1993, t'
-added’ mote than lOOOOhotel Seen
rooms to the cxty f] mventory : '

per.:

Group, by calling (510) 4164810, ;

 Our fax number is (510) 416— J »
4850 .
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world's largest-hotel .
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plg he just: dropped-off?
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L 1It's a' busy month for real &tm.et
agents in the Town That Never - l
Sleeps, and House is on his way.to |-
} kup !anot.her couple, this one - |
L m Callifomia.

Fed up with layoffs, high prop--
erty taxes, a tight job market-and
} *slow pace of recovery from re---
' \n,] thousands of Californians
¢ .locating to Las Vegas.

the rest of the nation were strug--
gling to emerge from recession. . .
- - “We get a ton of disgruntled -
Califérnians here who ‘Just want -

. out,”” House said;_.

~ Some of those Californians are«
heading to the desert City to-retire.-.
Butmost of them are going in. .

search of work, hoping that a new—
- Job and the area’s lower-costof -

tractive place to live for many:
people.

! Since 1993, three glitzy mega-,
resorts have opened along the Las..
Vegas Strip creating 16,000 new. .
jobs and untold economic benefits.

* . The emerald-glass encased

iMGM Grand Hotel & Theme Park...

the world's largest hotel, hired .
‘about 7,500 people;.me pirate-

All of this change has brought
tourists streaming to town. Last .
year, more than 28.2 million visi- -

- tors =—56. percent more than in ..

1989 —pent.$16.7-billion in the :.

" city’s hotels, casinos and.conven--
! tioncenters: . A T

 Biitlocals know:that what's.
happening on. thé Las:Vegas Strip -
i3 only part of a much larger pat- -

f PIeaseseeVogm,A—Q

| become - | living will help improve their living.. themed tookon . : .
| I?a;at‘é:tst Iéraivt,;%u m!:::rsopolit;n: standards. ? : 4,300 workers; and the pyramid- .  C————————————— } e —
! won il i tates ex- In Las Vegas, they're finding an- shaped Luxor, with its golden. S R
Lﬁmﬁ&gg&dysa a u':é atmosphere of economic excite- sphinx and light beam to heaven, . Wl R€no checks. growth:
Erhen neighboring California and | ment that many Bay Area residents-.. also employed about 4,300:-. . _ oo o A-9
i will. remember from the 1980s, *T DOESN'T STOP there. Ini. - ° S :
{ " when defense spending led to [the next two years, hoteliers . '
- huge Help Wanted sections in- have announced plans to B Vegas. thnv&s:._on
local newspapers. spend $1.7 billion on three more - :
; More affordable housing prices; mega-resorts that will add 8,000 ;J ncommorl themes
} thriving tourism, the absence of . . rooms to the projected 89,345 al-. or.success:;.... .. .
(. state taxes and a generous supply  "ready in Las Vegas. - “"Bl.'la'na'ss'Da]' ,
of hotel, casino and other jobs. ' Downtown casino owners-are - e T
| now have made.Las Vegas an at- istringing $75 million worth of . B —— P
-
!
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Continued fromAdt- - - - -\ g

tern{. of growth taking. : place
throughout southern:Nevada.. .

-Sinice.- 1985, Clark County _
where- Las Vegas is located — has
added about 210,000 jobs, and the
arealhas nearly doubled-in popula.:
tion| to 1.03 million. residents,.
according to -the, Center= for: Busi--
ness| and Economic - Research - the
Univlemity of Nevada at Las Vegas.:: .~

By= contrast;. during - the: same--
decade, the East Bay added just:93;--

740'10b8, or 11.7° percent:more;.

while its population climbed 13.per---
cent to 2.1. million- people;:

Area/Governments.: .
The reason .for the . contrast. sy

) clear Bay Area living has :become..

expensive - for- many-: people -
wbﬂe the Las Vegas area.is still af- -

fordable.

Califiomians in flight - .
In: Nevada, there: are- no  state

taxes. A mid-priced home:in. Clark

“ounty costs. $128,900, or roughly
If the price of a mid-priced Bay

.realhouse And the overall cost of .

lxvmg is generally lower.

There are plenty of service jobs,
particularly for food. servers; bar-
tenders, cards dealers~'and ‘other -
workers who receive tipax- -

And when . you. aren'’t. working,
there: is plenty to do; from gambling
and . takmg in:the. stage shows: to.-
kukmg in Red Rock Canyon; hoating
and ﬁshmg at.Lake Mead and snow
skiing 46 - minutes away m Lee
Ca.nyon

Last year, 24,251 Caltfommns
moved to Clark County,‘a.&commng..
for-40.4 percent. of “all relocations
there; according-to drivers’slicense -
records at the Nevada- Depa.rtment'
of Motor Vehicles.. o

High|salaries rare:

About one-third of ail relocadons
to. Nevada come “from Californiays
most | of them from the-San- Fer-:
nando Valley, said Keith Schwer, di- -
rector of the business and qconomlc_
research center at UNLV.
La.s Vegas is not-utopia, though'..
Jobs at . higher= pay - levelss are-
“Somebody making $40,000 a..
eAr. in Las Vegas: isspretty:much®-
dving| high off the: hog,% said real
estate - agent . Steverx: Lunig: who.
moved to Las: Vegas: fromns Hawaliz,
and co-founded No-Ka Oi*Realty="If &
you’ re a single.- person,‘..youxmn.a{-.»
ford o live verywelk:he A

Sp— T L Tt T

according to the Association of Bay" ‘v

) egas, Where it's. aII happen.i‘n'g‘n’c)w

MEDIAN SINGLEJ‘AMILY HOME PRICE—-—1985 (I) vs..1995 (m):

Clark... $74,000 n ‘ +782%
County _s1mm o

$145,130T 5y
Fist Bay- hmm 3% 5

*Projected="" - ; g
**Based on medlan price for 1994 -

Sources: Center for Business and Economic Research; Association of Bay Ares
Governments;the University of Nevada at Las Vogn. Greater Lss Vegas Association of
Reattors; California Association of Reattors -- B )
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For that kind : of savings, he's
willing to endure a little weather.

“I look. at this house as a good <
investient,” said Finn, 40. “I don't *
think_you- can beat .the -climate- or °
quality ~of . living-in-iLas: Vegas.- It‘
could.be -a.little:cooler-1’ suppose:=?
But.it- doesn't .bother=yous as:
because: everything. he_te ise mr«con-»-
ditioned.2” ™ - :

Finn lives on the: outskuts of Lasu!
Vegas. in. a. district: that: is: still ;;
coming . together... Half-completed : 44
roads;: dusty construction sites and ]
“Coming .- Soon'" ~ signs. abound,?]
much : as. theyrdid: in<San - Joaquin:;
County six years ago...

Infact,. at. a.time- when neigh-
boring California's housing market:
has been moderately improving, the::
Las Vegas. area has become one -of i
the hottest .construction zones in the =
nation.:.

Last' year, developers. took- out.;

i 25,304 - permits: to- build.. single-&
family and multi-family homes-ini
Clark County; up 32.4 percentfroms-
1993, according to the busmess re-~

. search center.at UNLV. :

* California builders-dashin="-
" Not* surprisingly;~ homex builcfers&
from- California- were - key - partici-- -
pants. in  the- Las. Vegas.building ..
. boom;: entering . the- market: as.&;
. tivity slowed down at home::~

i
"-'-jr—"nl.(

Kaufman & Broad,. Inco: Horries,q i

1 “Economics is dnvmg ores:

MbXey magazine last year named -

Las.Vegas the fourth best place -in+
the-nation: to start' a new business.

based.on-its population,- job growthr
(No. 1 nationwide), per capita-in:-

-come;: growthin- average: earmnga.;

3 and growth in the number of propri-=!
etors (also :No:-1. nationwide)._.. - ;

Regulatlons spumd othona;

-7And: while: there- has- been. na.
massive migration, Nevada’s tax:ad-&
vantages: and . lower- payrolli costses
convinced - some : larger- Californias:
businesses,- frustrated: withz thes
Golden's State’s cumbemome:lawsa-
and regulations, to relocate..: - -

Paccar.Inc. -of Bellevue,: Wish:.|
will - close- its . truck- parts. plants inc:-
Newark  this spring, throwing mosts:
of “its> 35" employees- out: of = worlm,
wheén it : moves~into the- 130,
square-footzfamlity it built: m*Las;ﬁ
Vegas_,_.. LE 4

Cbmpam" ofﬁcm.ls blamed C
formas regulatory- process;:. butta
some employm are convincedstheso
primary reason for the move: l&w
t.heﬁnnwﬂlbepaymglowerwag
in Nevada._

than. anything else,” admowledged,
Steve- Buckner, a spokesmany for:
Paccar, which is a big parts supplier>:
for:Peterbilt_Motors Co. and.GrandaL
Auto Supply. 4
Over-regulation was. what&pro-—’

‘The desert climatesalso- cambeg "Koll: Real Estate Group and Taylor-! mpted- another. big business=maovey:

tough, with July:high:temperatures->

hovering near105:degrees: Fahren--  busiest contractors in Clark County !
) } tional,-. which- owns: Household .

heit. and winter winds whipping up.
blinding dust. clouds.. But:new resi—

dents, young and old, don’t seemto=-

mind.

Barry Finn, an.airline pilot. from-

Concord, bought. a new.- 3,000-
square-foot house last year in' the-

upscale -Sun: Cityz neighborhood' of "
Las Vegas for about: $200,000, or. .

roughly half the cost of a compa- -
rable house in the East-Bay. .

X -— B . _—

> Woodrow- Homes -were among. the i

last year.:

“In. the. 1980s, California was
fine,” said. Jay- Moss pmxdem:oﬁ_
Kaufman & Broad-Nevada. “But-in: |
the='90s,. there-are-other places.we:-
need-to go to grow. Las.Vegas is'a:.
natural: extension because Southem
- Californiahas such tiesto it.””~ . ©

fornia - companies betting *on - Las --
Vegas

.Biiilders . aren’t . the. only_. CalL _

fror California to southern:Nevadax:. ; i
This. month, Household  Internass--

: Credit . Services, will_'set: up=> -a-.
128,000-square-foot credittcard-cols
lection - operation- in* Las# Végasy
where it will_hife-350 to.400 people--
at:first a.nd wleeventually employ
1,000." B )
* Anuangry Joe Saunders; president:
of : the_9-year-old-company;: said.all.
of those:workers  would_have- come=

| from- Mont.erey County, if: not for

Al36
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California laws that cap the amount l S

banks can charge customers for late

payments or exceeding their credit ! |

“They are not pro-credit card in.
California and, as a result, we are
subject to a lot of litigation;"” said.
Household's Saunders, who . em-
ploys . about 3,600 people nation-
wide: ‘“While we: still . will. be- an ..
employer- in Salinas, we could. have:
been a much bigger employer there:.
had ‘it not been for this situation..

The.1,000 jobs that are going to-Ne— |

vada. would have been:in: Cali--.
fornia.”

pressed similar- irritation with Cali--
fornia fee-limits.for. its decision:to" :
build.. a: credit:. card.’ center: in-
Phoenix;- Ariz:,. a: move - affecting

. about: 130 of 51,300 -workers-at.a - |

Wells Fargo operation in Concord.:.
The: bank thad: bneﬂy considered:
Las Veégas for the new:operation.

" Tim: Carlson, : executive :director-:

of the commission- on-economic.de--- |
velopment, said over-regulation-is'a: -

common’ grievance:among . business -
people he’s met:irc California.-:

He's been-jotting dowrrthe com- - :

plaints he:hears and-is using _them.
as:a primer for what .not to- do in the.
stateoiNevada,hesaxd.. o

Fumbled. opportunmesc.

Carlson . predlcls California will.
lose~ plenty - of  business=opportuni--
ties from-Mexico because: of Propo-
sition: 187 the . controversial,.voter-:
approved measure aimed at: curbmg
illegal immigration to the state:.

‘As%California: fumbles: suchs: op-
portumti&s, Carlson says-his state is
ready; to: pick: them= up andbtudc:
therr away: . i

‘We learned from Cahform'a," he .
said::**We learned how people react ™"
in certain situations, likesto busi--:-
ness:restrictions and restraints. We .

try.not to do amrof that. That's one_:4
of the reasons:we've been so suc- ’
cessful.” . ﬁ ]

. Tomorrow: How Las. Vegas will.

copeasgrowmwa:esusspa ,
water resource.

Wells Fargo Bank executives ex-- - '-:"
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'Barefoot gambler wins big e 9,‘1

Casino magnate Steve Wynn usually wins
when gamblers lose. Now he stands to profit from
the story, as well as the money, of an elderly man
who parlayed $400 into $1.3 million during sev-
eral days at Wynn's Treasure Island Hotel and Ca-
sino in Las Vegas — then lost a big chunk of it.
Wynn, chairman of Mirage Resorts Inc.; Treasure
Island's parent company, reportedly signed a deal
‘with the unidentified lugh-stakes player for the
movie rights to his story. The casino wouldn't
identify the man, believed to be in his 80s. He was
dubbed *‘Shoeless Joe" because he gambled one
day in bare feet. : ..

FROM WIRE REPORTS |
/
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playing an original score. The
show’s highlights include a large
trapeze act, a bungee-jumping
ballet, precision line perform-
ance on vertical Chinese poles, a
Korean plank jumping act, Taiko
drummers being lowered from
the ceiling—and much, much
more.

Audience seating arcs around
three sides of the theater, with a
36-foot-diameter ring thrusting
out from the stage. The thrust
has a revolving turntabie that
+ can be lowered 30 feet with an
' elevator, providing for unique
artist entrances and set changes.
; Housed in a 1,525-seat theater
that was custom-built for the
s production, the show is a prime
example of the emerging enter-
tainment culture in the new Las

Vegas. The general effect of the

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL
While in Las Vegas for April's
NSCA convention, Mix product !
editor George Petersen and | i
ook in the \
Cirque du
Soleil show at
"] the new Trea-
) ~’j sure Island
1 hotel/casino,
The Cirque is
internationally
A | renowned for
"4 innovative
.4 theatrical pro-
ductions, and
Mpystere is the

i

multiple elements in the produc-
tion is to constantly give the
audience just a little too much,
with artention being drawn from
one focal point to the next.

largest Cirque l Throughout the show we were
du Soleil production in North | Top: Acrobatic performers amazed and amused, and by the
America. It features a cast of 78 Right: Sound designer Jonathan end we felt that this show alone
outrageously costumed perform- Deans at console Loft: Theater made the trip to Las Vegas

ing artists, including acrobats, and seats, rorthwhile.

clowns, actors, comedians, in top corn: Al139 Sound designer Jonathan

: ‘ 7
singers and a ten-piece orchestra V\ ~—CONTINUED ON PAGE 135
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{-\‘ROM PAGE 132 CIRQUE DU 5015y, i musicals, pushing the concept f generally hear the\audience.
Deans 100k on the challenge of , much further. The challenge js (o ! “This room s Spatial, ang
Providing an aygie system | integrate musical art wigp stun- | rather thap working agains thar,
tapable of enhancing thjs i ning visual ar. "When voy see Ve work with and make the
visually Stunning program . People flying through the air, ! sound spatial gnq Create an
Deans, 3 veteran of Broadway I Vou want o Create a musjcy| i atmosphere of ambien; sound,”
and other high-leve| | 25 Vegas | environmeny g 80 with jt. 1o } Deans says. “wpe use the nanyrg|
Productions, hag been working If enhance it” he 5avs. “You strive acoustics of the room Its curves
with the Cirque du Solej] Or8ani- | 1o creaee 4 kind of fee] where | and angles, rather thap working
zation for the Past several veqrs nothing s footed. so when the 48ainst them, yo might say we
4nd provided sound design for 1 dudience s sitting in the audito- have 3 palette and cap select
the 1997 world toyr, -] had con- ! rium. they are totally involved i colors to Paint a picture of
tributed technica) assistance on i rather thap just sitting back and | sound, using the technology
a Cirque production Some vears | warching - / available 1o g -
480," he explains. "Subsequen(ly. Probably bes; described as 4 ! Silence ang dynamics are
I'viewed 3 touring production I combinatjon of circus ten; and I used 1o great effect, and the fun-
4nd was hooked. I had never i showroom, the theater s acoustj- | damenta] ide, of the design |s
seen anvthing quite like it. : callv live ang brightlv 1. The | distributed sound with high
The emotion and satisfaction - audience can Se¢e and hear them. headroom, The svstem can jar
the show evokes s incredible— selves. und this creates an atmos. | the dudience. grab its attention,
is the tvpe of production thg, phere of €xcitement, whijch " and then suddenly become
Prompred me 0 work with Jive feeds the performers. Thjs phi- | almost silent. “We've Created 3
pertorming an In the firse losophy stands in sharp contrast f System where sound pressyre
place tO traditiona] showrooms which | levels can 80 way beyond the
Cirque du Splej] productions,  : tend to pe dimly lit and acousti- ! threshold of Pain. but thay's not
Deans notes. are an exension of | callv dead, sq performers can’ P oacal the idea " Deans savs. “We 7

(£

Al140
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generally run peaks of 100 to 105
dB, but the audience can
become uneasy if you hold it at
105 dB for too long.” A surround
concept bathes the listening
areas in sound, coming from
front, top and behind. A “bad”
seat receives signal from at least
three speakers; a “good" seat
benefits from five 1o six
speakers,

The Mystere house system

comprises an unusual distributed
system of a variery of Electro-

Al4l
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i
i
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Voice loudspeakers powered by
Crown Macro-Tech amplifiers.
Loudspeakers are |ocated within
the set, overhead and behind the
audience. The closest loud-
speaker to the audience is about
50 feet away—a kev is keeping
the focus down on the stage
while creating a full surround
etfect. “Many times in auditori-
ums you don't get a true ftul] sur-
round effect,” Deans notes.
“Seats are often 100 close 1o the
stage or out of proximiry of sur-
round speakers. This is why

TIC 1990

we've placed an emphasis on a
good deal of speakers in the
middle of the theater, not just
the back”

The stage area highlights
4n innovative approach to
loudspeaker selection and
placement. Four EV HP9040
horns with DH1A drivers are
suspended at each corner of
the main stage backdrop, called
the “sky” which is basically a
large awning or roof made of
triangular truss sections and
dressed with a colorful fabric
design. The massive element
rotates from vertical to horizon-
tal, as well as up and down
(via hydraulics) throughout the
show. The horns are connected
to the backdrop's framework
by custom Duracraft brackets
that allow them to also vertically
rotate so that they are alwavs
perpendicular to the stage and
are thus always firing at the
audience. Cabling runs up the
arm shafts of the sky into
terminat blocks. which then
feed signal to the horns with
4 light, flexible cable that is
replaced each week due 1o
heavy wear.

Two HP9040 horns are
mounted beneath the top step

. on small stairvays on each side

of the stage, and an EV MTL-2 js
positoned discretely to the side
of the stage, acting as both stage
monitor and low-frequency sup-
plier for the horns. The low-fre-
quency sound to accompany the
SiX stage horns is all submixed
through a Rane mixer located in
the electronics room several
hundred feet away, then routed
to the MTL-2. “The idea of the
sky and step speakers is 1o pull
the focus toward the stage when
i's desired,” Deans explains.
“With the design of the room,
loudspeakers can't be placed
close enough to match things
like the actors’ dialog. It could
be disorienting to the audience”
Six EV MTH-2 (mid-high)
loudspeakers and four MTL-2
loudspeakers are positioned in a
circular grid above the center of
the room. The loudspeakers are
positioned in a “U” shape
around the grid matching the.
shape of the audience. with [/



hne of them firing directly
down at the stage. There is also
an outer loudspeaker arc in the
ceiling, where things are a bit
more complicated. Several EV
DML-1152A loudspeakers. on
time delay, are angled to send
sound toward the back of the
theater, and six accompanving
EV MTL-4 low-frequency loud-
speakers fire straight down. Six
more DML-1152As provide sur-
round sound for the front half of
the auditorium.

On the back wall, several
more DML-1152As provide
surround to the back half of the
auditorium. Six additional sub-
woofers solidify the extreme
low frequencies throughout the
entire room. “Electro-Voice loud-
speakers were the predominant
choice in this project for several
reasons.” Deans says. "They
generate the necessary output
for a demanding application like
this, and the company also offers
the range of speakers that we
needed.”

!
i
i
i
!

A combination of Crown
Macro-Tech MA-1200s and MA-
2400s provide clean power with
plenty of headroom. The MA-
2400s power the lows and mids
of the MT-2 and MT-4 concert
systems, with MA-1200s used
primarily for the high frequen-
cies of the MTs and the Delia-
Max speakers. In cases where
fuller bass is desired from certain
DML systems. MA-2400s are -
employed. With their greater
output, the MA-2400s add a lintle
more dynamic and dimension.

There are a variety of audio
tricks throughout the show. One
example is a clown's golf cart
that drives around the stage and
through the audience in the
cross-aisle. The golf cart includes
a battery-powered speaker and
amplifier getting a wireless feed
and creating interesting opportu-
nites. “We can produce things
like the realistic sound of a dog
chasing the cart” Deans ex-
plains. "At one point in the
show. we even cut off the main
system and send the entire

orchestra mix to the carnt speaker
as it drives through the audi-
ence. It's a wild effect”

The ten-piece band/orchestra
is split berween two platforms
located above each side of the
stage. All instruments except
violin and percussion (with 26
microphone channels) are elec-
tronic, with direct inputs. The
musicians are able to tailor their
own mix, which is fed directy
to headphones.

In one pan of the show,
drummers in harnesses playing
huge Taiko drums drop in from
the ceiling over the audience. A
delay problem is created in
attempting to get them in sync
with the orchestra. Special click
tracks are fed through a delay 10
the drummers via Vega wireless
IFB systems. “The click track
greatly reduces the amount of
time that the drummers could be
off” Deans says. “Just listening to
the orchestra in real time would
cause delays of up to 150 milli-
seconds or more. With the click,
we're able to take the delay i/(

Al42
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\down to 50 milliseconds or |ess,
which is perfectly acceptable”

House sound engineer Kim
Sandholt adds a bit of the per-
cussion to the click track using
the submix capabilities of the
Midas X13 console. The 40-chan-
nel XL3, with a 16-channe]
extender, allows convenient mix-
ing of 56 inputs 1o 16 outputs.
“The EQ section of the console
is quite responsive.” Deans says.
“The board is also quite versa-
tile. It's like a cross between a
house and monitor console, and
that's the way we use it. We're
able to dial in a matrix on each
channel as to where we want
sound to go as a group.”

The Midas X13 house con-
sole’s capabilities are greatly
enhanced by the Level Control
System, an innovative package
created by Deans that takes the
outputs of the Midas and directs
them. An integrated hardware
and software package, it allows
control and programming of lev-
els and effects from a Macintosh

computer. Cues can be triggered
manually or via SMPTE, with
crossfades moving smoothly
from scene 1o scene. One feature
used in the show, called
“SpaceNodes Spatialization,”
allows the engineer 1o precisely
distribute or pan sound to create
wild and complicated effects that
are repeatable.

A set of control points—
nodes corresponding to physical
locations in the listening area—
are mapped in the LCS sofrware.
Nodes are either speakers,
groups of speakers or silent
spots. With silent spots placed
on the edges of the listening
area, sounds automatically fade
out as they move away from the
audience. SpaceNodes can also
provide proportional reverb, by
dedicating one or more of the
nodes as reverb sends and bring-
ing the reverb back into the LCS
through the console.

Using the mouse. sound can
be drawn to pan in three dimen-
sions—in a circular, swirling
motion to do anything imagin-

able. These scenes can be writ-
ten, stored and then automati-
cally cued at the proper time
within the show. Each output
features a number of signal proc-
essing devices with presets acti-
vated by the LCS, including BSS
parametric Varicurves and 804s,
as well as Drawmer compres-
sor/limiters. Lexicon 300 and
PCM?70 reverbs are also tied into
the LCS, where their MIDI infor-
mation is stored and called up
scene by scene, or song by song.

Despite the collection of
advanced audio tools, Deans still
relies heavily upon an ancient
standard for final system setting
and tuning: his ears. “All of the
effects, changes and delays still
must be tilored especially for
the show, and the best way to do
that is to listen,’” he says. “There
would be no point to any of this
if it didn't sound good” W

Sound reinforcement editor Mark
Frink can be reached at 4050
Admiral Way #305, West Seattle,
WA 98116; BBS (206) 933-8478.
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. Dunes tower demolished in Las Vegas
LAS\I E)G‘A — The last remnant of the famed Dunes Hotel-

Casino was blown into oblivion today.

The lone remaining 17-story tower of the star-crossed resort was
demolished in a pre-dawn implosion that reverberated along the Las
Vegas Strip.

Today's low-key event was in stark contrast with a fiery exit of the
Dunes’ 24-story north tower last Oct. 27 — an event witnessed by
tens of thousands of people who jammed the Strip, and millions who
watched around the world. .

This morning's show drew an estimated 3,000 curious to the
sleepy Strip, while others watched from windows of resorts sur-
rounding the old Dunes property.

Workers sounded a siren just seconds before the detonation, then
a loud series of explosions echoed along the Strip and the tower
folded inward, settling into a 30-foot pile of rubble in 4.5 seconds.

Al4s
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A piece of, Las Vegas history went>out with a .
bang when-demouﬁonfexpem ‘imploded- thelast -
remaining tower at the stap Dunes resort. .

A series of shdf bm;ge_\ierber_at_ ong the
Las Vega a8 313
down the 17-story tower, clearing the way: for two
new Mirage cresorts on.the - 163-acre site.

Yesterday’s shot .was-devold of the pizzazz that
accompanied an earlier implosion a half-block
away, : '
A 24-story Dunes tower was imploded O3t 27 in
a flery spectacie that drew tens of thousands of
people to the Strip and was watched by millions
around the world.

An estimated 3.000 people gathered on the Strip

. ‘ The Associated Press |
The 17-story tower of the old Dunes Hotel- Casino begins to crumple yesterday.

Piece of Vegas history comes down
The Associated Press  Y40¢, 000 :

for yesterday's 4 am. blast, while others watched

from hotel rooms surrounding the- coa

: The implosion ‘marks. the fing] chapter in‘the |

checkered history of the- famed resort:- Lt
The- hotel ‘opened May 23, 1955, on what-was

ated alon .:then the south end of the Las Vegas Strip.
: €S of dynamite brought = Ta 1975 : -attorney :Morris Shénker took-.'

In 1985, the Dunes’ parent company flled for
bankruptcy. Two years later, Japanese ind '
Masao: Nangaky bought the tottering resort for -
$157 million. He sold the property five years later \

to Mirage Resorts for $75 million. The Dunes -
closed on Jan. 26, 1993, i
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yi located In the Pine Street Plaza.
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The Dally Press
nched-,
%ik'é“{—George

3§ils. next prize

S5Eight, — nery plumes ‘of
ammonla;‘ sulpher. and 'that
nasty-

hydrogen sqlﬂde
atmosphere ' '

It must be tough on Jovian

stnuses too. The - stench

probably makes the memoxy of
the now burned out- meat
packing plant in Paso Robles
seem— like- ~a - picmie - by
comparison, thoughv 'maybe
not. On Jupiter, I've beén told,

the saying goes “It ain't L.A. —
but its home."

And to think about those
poor Jovians fleeing from the
southern hemisphere of Jupi-
ter during its big tourist sea-
son because of a comet with 21
pieces the size of ) Yosemite
National-Park “hittingdiome.”
Majorbummenshukhisos 03 osu
. I'hear thatbeings owdupitet

.escape- the searing, sooty,
swirling smog:- of their toxic
planet by vacationing.,at ex-
actly the same time —‘ending
up at the same overcrowded,
overpriced Jupiter. resorts
each year e v

Just like we Earthllngs DOW
well into the same ritusi!.

It's been one-big-sky show
this week, thhrmoo’mlanding
remembrances;’ Spaee" Shuttle
newts and salamanders beg-
ging for stressdisability and -

Jupiter hot-rock bashing..

What a galaz'yl What g solar
system! ..

There are assorted pictures
scattered about showing life
on Jupiter by the-exclusive
“Daily. Press Jupiter-Cam” set
up in Jim Heggarty’s backyard.

1f'1 am invited”to: go to
Jupiter, 1 beg Mayor Macklin

to. . NOT .- seconch this
nomination!l-- - -
Send Steve Martin, instead'
I don’t speak Jupiter-ese '

Speaking of Mexican food —
and we were speaking of this -
week’s~ = héadlines~ - that.'
screamed that eatingaMexican:
food Was akin.to eating a stick
of butter and that it hmmore
fat than-a billy goat. m “hog

_wuh"\}nd . shove.ctliats saisa
_bowl over here, pleags? " ==

*In homorrbfy all’ th&.ukfpm'
‘John@ {nvited:' me - to~‘lunch

widnesdayat'a nifty"Mexican—
“Fl Restaurant-o” in the.Pine

‘Btréev -Plata o just < offs 13th 1
=8treeLI'd not.been. ln “Papgg«;\“'
before, so-1 say. the.
‘hay?™: and - wenl insides -
looking:‘like ay . gringo ~iwho.y

\‘speakrEspanoMlk}«Rlckygm :

- ﬂ
1 dldn't know that/Johmv
fluid Spanish. I don't
transmission 'fluldia

“let alonQSpamsh and I know

I should: I1.had not thougbt.
that the. lettér~“J” is “nmot"
prononaeed in Egpanol as in_
“Jos 7 A J o8 _

words tidzaillions- bf others]
start out: with- the letter:4H"
instead. (I will. learn this:
through my- “Hooked on
Phonics” course soon.)

Frankly, the:.only" words - 1.
know in Spanish are
Enchilada, Burrito, Tostada
and, at times, “Taco Bell.”

On the other hand, Andre,
(or “Andy” for short) is one of
the two great cooks along with
Felix “El Gato™ (“The Cat"”) at
Papi's -‘who put together the
best tasting Mexican food I
ever had (and I've’ been had a
lot in my time!) .-

Andre'/Andy doesn’t speak
more than a lick of English
(except:.1 thihak,."HI, howtare
yoawmnvrnopeﬂ)*ﬂwrlrme.
well” ‘kind- of '‘goofy: gitting -
there ~nodding and laughing
like 1. knew-and- understood
what he was saying with great
verve and apparent Mexican
rejoicing and prlde

John told me "that I had
smiled and applauded a guy
who juststecited. the entire :
Fortune 500°¢tbmpanies in re- .
verse numencal order, inter-
sperslngvhls cdmmentary withi
phrases like ‘“Amigo, you are
sure goofy" or “Jose, you
should be living in space .
instead of taking up space.” ' . )

-86; 1 went for the’ big guns.
Out- comes a picture of the
planet Jupiter that'I was car-
rying: around John reminded
us that it was in this very

_ newspaper, so' no wonder-L

it .aroundi One
vhen.. someoneﬂ,

was toting

B knows
Eﬁwant‘ to see a plcturexoﬁi“

- Jupiter at lunchy, I figurey

asit ddenly, cook exm
npire,_ Andy,. reacted.
live eight-foot - we
dlamondback rattler, b'"‘om
Shandpn‘had been- drop v
on- the-his ;restaurantsygabl
He. dashed-~- to\the _ca
player—and” ‘put on ik
Robbins Greatest Hits” as fast as
anyone i ever huped to meet.
Strange ™ custom. for!
Spanish - speaking coo; -wh
sc:es Jupiter in- fhgm ‘an
plays-Ma Robbi mpﬂct
calnﬁdowrt? ‘Strange l{% u?
I was impressed.. Jp,!m;wa&.
lmpressed and: Fellx : was
\ 4~4 P < |I¢'\ -
laugl;mga . untilyl wag Jennml-
that he would rupture a arjg¥»
Marty’ Robbins was: turnid
up LOUD.Real-LOUD!
Other patrons just sat there
in dumbfounded amazement
, Why they werev.stanng.at.me
- wlth ‘blank-looks is besidy
AndpelAndy returned:-§
mbwa John had dxsta’"

oM«

himieif--to the soft -
diap er and the first mrd
- out.of the cook’s mouth (rather

loud)wak *HOO-PITER¥ 534 -

Now; 1 know. that :meanai“l
am about to become dead
meat” in most any lingo, el
gringo. .

"BOO-PI'I'ER' HOO—PITER"’
he kept shouting.-I was nod-
ding and smiling and clapping
to°Marty Robbins like I knew
what : he was talking about
This man . seemed in need of
serious-help, 1 figured; or-he
was in ecstasy seeing a picture
‘of “Hoo-piter” and hearmathe-
late.- Marty* ‘Robbins--singing
about “Fi-Paso.l-- ; ~sv~

I looked around to ‘see just
what Andy was. talking about.

- He- may - have meant: “Hoola

Hoop" for all I know. .

John. laughed . and
remarked that this gent
wanted .the straight scoopwn
“Hoo-pjter” and wanted-n
tellhim about it right'ionl
the newspaper So, I.s ;

do m Ary and make a >
hnpressxon Since my lau Y
and cackling hadn't done,Jhe.

ik, maybe thxs axe 91d
sec

TIC 2108
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rP
. He was'standing nobti?o" cat
- awpy;but you would-thinahia

I'was.shouting at’ sompopihs ll-'

theway to City Park®”: "',x Y
Never do,thu-wnh.p;ople -
especially the _elderly,._the

nard of hearing”Or‘those—who :
speak Espanolu AT RS SN

17 i T Jadguage

dxsadvantaged among othen..
things. Its, ' not 1 ..;‘reaL
comfortable t‘eellng '

To emphasize" hw‘po g
pounded:my fistinto tite t':pptx;;oi
siter.hand for 21:times&¢he
number of comet fragments)

‘and-'made- a - gut " wrenching -

sound that came-- out like.
“Pow! Pow! Pow!” '
‘This. sonly. proceeded to
scare the living bejabbers out
of our friend, Andre'/Andy.
I don’t know Spanish — he

—

doesn't”. knew. “Powb  Pow!
Pow!” Sorry, about that.

Hesta thought th'ht'! ‘ineant
to — beat.the¢ tar. out.of him -
whlchlhaim&meant.m -

Friend,cJohng. rushed . .over
and calmly 'says- aomething in
Spanish» - = "that *didn’t
understand and I just aat there
eeling like planet ‘ “Hoo-
piter.”

The HuevosBancheros and
Torta Ahogador: weresc nOow
ready- and- deliciouss I. near
buried:' myself™ hl "Itnkh* to
avoid mrther : llnguistic
embarrassmcdt.‘ v :

Things .calmed.. down when
John drew a little.alien space
creature:-on. thes topc of - my
newspaper, and, like :-some
diplomatic interpreter, . told
me - “Mr. Grasp-of-the-
English-Language” — and our
friends, Andre and Felix, that
four-foot tall aliens . from
“Hoopiter” are going to come
to Earth and land- in Paso
Robles in a short period of
time. “Don’t do that, John"”
1mplored “or I will tie your
tongue in the shape of a bow-
tie.” He continued, anyway.

Andy believed him. I could
tell by the endless shriek that
sounding < like. a - soccer

announcer: . shouting

“GOOOOAALLLY” . for . six

had been an astronaut in 1942
- all in Spanish, mind you, I
knew to eat lunch fast before
we were tossed.out on our. “Ay'
Carumbas.”

Imagine, being 86'ed  (as
they say in the tavern trade)
out of a fine Mexican restau-
rant in Paso Robles - at
lunchtime. }

Go figure. —_
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HISPANOS UNIDOS

ESCONDIDO, CA
WEEKLY 15,000

0CT 28 1994

GURRELLE'S

\ore island Casino da LHs.
calizado en.

L
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MEETINGS CALIFORNIA

SAN FRANCISCO, CA
MONTHLY

NOUEMBER 1984

EI/WLZE'S
-A4S3 — — ML
t.0w. . as. .. .

/Treasure Island at the Mirage
will offer meeting planners a spe-
cial winter package Nov. 27-Jan.
19, Sunday through Thursday. In
addition to reduced rates, spa
passes and buffet breakfasts are

included. 94Z0 BR

s
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DESERT SUN

pALN SPRINGS, (o]
pAILY & SUNDAY 48,115

SUNDAY
pEC 11 1994

LLE'S
O LB
.beC.
InLasVegas, . .-
" WINTER RATES: énjé’y {she
pirate’s life at Treasure Island
(800-944-7444) for only $39 per
night or the splendor of The
. Mirage (800-627-6667) for $55. |,
through Dec. 22. The special rate |
is available from Sunday
through Thursday based on sin-
gle or.double occupancy. . .
More Las Vegas/C2 | |
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CLOSE ESCAPES

4q 2L BR o
Cirque du Soleil Lights Up Las Vegas

“rom the first moment when
a giant wiggly-nosed,. fat-.
"bellied ~  jabberwocky-type
thing 'teeters through the
- aisles, one of two things
happens. If you have never seen
Cirque du Soleil, you may worry a lit-
tle. What's next—will you be plucked !
from anonymity to have your pop- |
- corn (or your date) stolen by an Ein-
“stein-coiffed clown? Will an eight-
foot-tall ladybug sit on your lap? -
But, if you are familiar with the
‘unique joy of Cirque, even as you gig-
gle at pre-show entics, you start to feel
.the :shiver—the stage is dappled in
- magical colors and promise; overhead
in the tangle of rigging, five Taiko
drums wait silently, 80 feet up, Then | A159
“the drums are lowering, flogged with -
" passion’ by five beautiful sirens, hair
flying, biceps tense. The electric fiddle
"calls from stage right, the singer winds -
up her vibrato, and Mystére is off, like TIC 2174
some neo-tribal cross between Blade
Rynner and Disneyland.




0 | ] smmead —d wscad!

Cm;ua du Soleil's Mystére (above) Guests share the lun of Treasure Island
and the glitz of the Mirage. - .-~ . .=} Siuloi N
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teve Wynn, C.E.O. of Mirage Resorts, Inc., had a vision to
create a caribbean setting for Treasure Island, his family-oriented
resort casino located in Las Vegas. Lifescapes, Inc., was retained as
the project Landscape Architect to help bring this vision into reality.
The firm’s responsibility was to design the landscape environment
for this truly unique project, however it turned out to be more
involved than what we know as “traditional” design. It involved a

thorough entertainment-oriented theatrical “set design.”

The “main event” entry to the property is through the middle of
Buccaneer Bay, a pirate village designed by the jerde Partnership.
Buccaneer Bay is the “stage” for a (mock) naval battle between a
pirate ship and a British frigate, where as Steve Wynn says, “the
pirates always win!”. The landscape design was an integral part of

the “stage” as it reinforced the thematic character of this fantasy

RN

o .
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT & SPeCTRER NEWS .b

>
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cut. This process results in a feeling that visitors were gently placed
into the environment, instead of imposed on it. An example where
this technique is being applied is the proposed restaurant at Muju
Resort in Korea. The one-story restaurant Proposes that the natural
grade come up onto the side and over the
top of the facility so it looks like it is part
of the natural environment. The building
“emerges” from the mountain, blending
oeautifully with its surroundings. On this
particular project, areas where land will
be disrupted, large quantities of plant
materials will be planted back onto the
disturbed areas to appear as if it had
always been that way. Some nf the new
native vegetation will be as high as 60 tall.

Another example of minimizing the
disturbance of the natural setting is at the
Snowmass Ski Area in Colorado, where
Design Workshop worked with the Aspen
Skiing Company to prepare expansion
plans for the Burnt Mountain area. The
proposed trails passed through one of the
last significant elk migration corridors in
the Snowmass Valley. With the firm's

development program. At Muju Resort, the plan encourages the use
of mass transit and minimizes the need for automobiles. Nancy
Locke, Landscape Architect for the project, says that early plans call
for a monorail as the means of mass transit. The base village design
focuses designing to a pedestrian scale to
increase walking. Design Workshop
closely examines walking distances,
understanding how far a person will walk
before they tire, even in ski boots. They
also include the design of pedestrian
walkways and trails, bicycle trails, and
€ross country ski trails to creat alternative
connections through the village center.

At Park Avenue in South Lake Tahoe, CA,
the firm developed a transit program
which
transportation center to allow a

includes an intermodal

connenction between the public
transportation system and access to the
mountain via a new proposed gondola to
Heavenly Ski Area. Not only will this
allow people from outside the immediate
area to have direct access to the

mountain, but it will also offer 3,000 hotel

Tor: A UREATHTAKING VIEW OF K{.\-\\-\SH_‘ VILLACE Or

expertise, ski trails and base facilities rooms with a direct walking connection

ALBLRTA, CANADA, MiDL: Trls COMPUTER SIvLLarton
OF COrIER MOUNTAIN WAS USED T INVESTICATE DEStCN
OFTIINS WITHIN THE ARLA. Brpow: CONMPUTERS ARy

were all sited to preserve the migration to skiing and summer access to the

corridor and enhance the elk habitat. BECOMING THE NORM. THESE GRAPHICS OF THE SNOWAASS mountain.
Without a thorough understanding of the SKI RESOKT SHUW IMPROVEMENTS 10 1115 LANDSCAIE AND
SKITRAI S

development's impacts on the wildlife, It is the best case scenario for a design

facilities and trails may have significantly impacted the elk firm such as Design Workshop to brought into these resort projects
migration patterns, reducing the biological diversity of the species at the initial stage to address tourism development from a regional
and ultimately endangering the survival of these animals. perspective. Each location has its own unique virtues and
challenges. Communities should approach resort and tourism

BASE AREA AND VILLAGE DEsiGN development by first gaining a clear understanding of the impacts

-n base area design, several issues need to be considered to achieve on the region. There are no simple solutions. It is essential to

environmentally responsive design. Access and transportation, the address all aspects of resort development concurrently to better
respond to the environmental challenges while at the same time
LASN

JanUAky toys 31

location of skier facilities, including hotels and restaurants, housing,

and summertime recreational facilities all emerge out of the final creating the best possible resort experience.
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caribbean pirate village. In addition to enhancing the whimsical
character of the pirate village, the landscape also provided
foreground to properly compose the village with the 31 story hotel
tower beyond. The foreground was achieved by plantin.g areas that
were designed and installed along the edge of the rooftop all around
Buccaneer Bay. High intensity lights behind the palms made them
glow magnificently. In order to insure
that the landscape was properly lit,
Lifescapes worked closely with
theatrical lighting designers David
Hersey Associates (who also provided
the lighting design for the Mirage.) The
lighting for the landscape had to be in
concert with the actual “show “ event

highting as well.

Major components of the landscape
design which helped to create the setting
of a windswept caribbean village were
the “tornado palms”- bent and twisted
Mexican fan palms secured from White

Tank Palms: (see photo). Several

A tremendous coordination effort was required between all the
design consultants involved with the project. There were many
unusual design considerations that had to be worked out during the
construction drawing phrase of the project as well. The weights of
the planting areas had to be calculated so that the structural engineer
could design the required supporting structures. Clearances
between the “tornado palms” and all the
architectural elements in the village, the
British frigate that moved in front of the
landsaped cliffs and the pyrotechnic

effects all had to be worked out.

The construction phase of the project was
yet another challenge for Lifescapes. The
schedule was very fast paced and required
close coordination between Marnell
Corrao Associates, the general contractor,
Botanical Specialties, the landscape
contractor and numerous other specialty
trades involved in the construction of
Buccaneer Bay and the pirate show. Roger
Voettiner was closely involved with the

various contractors during construction in

hundred “tornado palms” were strate-
gically placed in the landscape areas
along with screening, understory and
accent plantings including Aleppo pine,
Japanese privet, and Crape myrtie trees.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS DREW UPON THEATRICAL SET DESICN
TECHNIQUES IN PLANNING THE MANY VIEWS OF BUCCANEER
Bay. REAL "TORNADO PALMS,” ARTIFICIAL ROCK, AND
CREATIVE FRAMING SET THE STACE FOR THE "MAIN EVENT" A
MOCK NAVAL BATTLE BETWEEN A I'RATE SHIP AND A BRITISH
FRICATE, WHERE (ADJACENT PAG:, BOTTOM) "THE PIRATES
ALWAYS wint”

order to help insure that implementation
of the original design was achieved and
that the technical details were followed.

Treasure Island required LA’s to blend

The “tornado palms” were actually bent

and twisted as the result of being blown

over by a tornado that touched down in the nursery fields where
they were being grown. Lifescapes’ Roger Voettiner was responsible
for the planting design of Treasure Island and also located all the
“tornado palms” at the nursery. According to Roger, “there are only
a handful of people with Steve Wynn’s level of vision. 1 feel very
fortunate that we at Lifescapes were able to help him realize his

vision for Treasure Island.”

JaNUARY 1995

traditional landscape architectural design

skills, such as planting design, with
several new aspects of design like theatrical set design and thematic
rockwork design. After working on the project for almost two years
and following its development from inception to installation.
Lifescapes’ project Landscape Architect Rocco Campanozzi said “it
was a rewarding experience to watch the pirate show for the first
time and see what an important part the landscape played in the

show.” LASN
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HERCED SUM-STAR

MERCED, CA
DAILY 21,300

FRIDAY

FEB 24 1995
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L By GARY H. SMART
Sun-Star Correspondent
i The world-famous Las Vegas
. Strip can be a commotion of
showgoers, a blur of bright
lights, a whirl of all-star stage
! entertainment, and a crush of
- grown-ups gambling at green
tables and metal machines.
|
b
; Al165
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But wait a minute. Now,
there’s plenty of room for chil-
dren, teen-agers and entire fam-
ilies. A myriad of outdoor and
indoor activities is available to
attract those of all ages — in-
cluding fun zones, theme parks,
circus acts, wading and swim-
ming pools, spaces for go-carts
and roller skating, petting zo0s,
and even mock gunfightsand
hangings.

To be sure, the Vegas of old
still exists. Twenty-four hours a
day there’s the spinning of rou--
lette wheels, clanging pay-offs
of slot machines, deceiving

speed of blackjack dealers and -

suspenseful clicks of dice head-
ed for bounces off crap table
walls.

That image still stands, but
ever-surprising Las Vegas, long
an irresistible attraction for
adult gamblers, is now rolling
out the welcome mat for those
too young to enter the casinos.

And Vegas is doing it the best
way it knows how — the big
way. ) S

In the last three months of
1993 three new gigantic resorts
were opened — the $450 million,
2,900-room pirate-oriented Trea-
sure Island resort, the $375 mil-
lion, 2,526-room pyramid-
shaped Luxor, and the $1 billion,
5,004-room lion-fronted MGM
Grand. The self-named ‘‘Enter-
tainment Capital of the World”
is becoming a family attraction

of first rank, still with plenty of

gambling opportunities for
adults. . . _

““We're targeting families
for sure,” says Ron Garrett,
directar of Circus Circus,
which started itall,

“Las Vegas used to have very
little for kids to do. Now there is
a lot, and we want to expose
families to the fun they can
have here.”

The move to lure families
rather than just high rollers :
began in 1974 when a ganting ex-
ecutive named William Bennett
assumed operation of Circus
Circus. He amazed almost ev-
eryone when he introduced such
happenings as trapeze artists
flying above the gambling ta-
bles, circus acts to thrill the
kids and a carnival-style atmo-
sphere that even adults found
fascinating. '

Circus Circus hasn’t stopped
expanding its family attrac-
tions. The circus acts, running
free from 11 a.m. to midnight
daily, have been joined by a new

Al66
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Adventuredome, which includes
Grand Slam Canyon, a five-acre
theme park. Here visitors to the
climate-controlled arena are
transported through tunnels,
grottos, and a 68-foot waterfall
on the Canyon Blaster, the coun--
try’s only indoor double loop
corkscrew roller coaster.

Add to this the fact that Grand
Slam Canyon keeps increasing -
its real estate. The newest rides
include Sand Pirates, an au-
thentic reproduction of a 16th
century Spanish ship that takes
customers sailing on the seas.
Drifter is a bailoon ferris wheel
that whirls with a panoramic
view of the dome. There's alsoa
crazy bus ride that ends with a
surprise twist, and a play area
for children.

The glory and grandeur, but
not the decline, of ancient Rome
can be re-lived at Caesar’s Pal-
ace, not a recent mega-resort,
but a forerunner of activities
other than gambling. After
jumping aboard a Peoplemover,
riders find themselves in the
midst of The World of Caesar,
complete with detailed minia-
tures, and a 3-D video projec-
tion. 'I'he marble statues actual -
ly talk, . .

Caesar’s Palace a.lso contams
a huge and spectacular shop-
ping center, The Forum Shops, -
where you can browse and buy
to your heart’s cogtent among
more than 70 specialty retailers
and restaurants.

A new entry to the eating
sceneisa Vtaurant aptly
named t Hollywood,
named for the town that has
long played a major role at Ne-
vada resorts, especially the Las-—
Vegas Strip.

Owned as a partnership by
Demi Moore and her husband
Bruce Willis, Arnold Schwarze-
negger, and Sylvester Stallone,
the colorful restaurant melds
food, fun and entertainment
within a tinsel-town atmo-
sphere.

The restaurant’s opening was

- guests and visitors areélsﬁ
' lytobemmglmgmthMerlin

a festive occasion featuring
Stallone and Shwarzenegger ar-
riving on horse drawn chariots,
Steven Seagal on the back of an
elephant, and a slew of more or-
dinary limousines.
Artifacts.displayed in the res-
taurant include the black, slinky
dress bought for Demi Moore by
Robert Redford in the movie
“Indecent Proposal.’”’ The scene
took place in, where else, Las
Vegas. Also featured is the robe
Warren Beatty donned in
“Bugsy,” and the suit Tom

“Cruise wore while counting

cards with Dustin Hoffman in
llRainmm.’l

Topping this all off, the moon
mobile from the James Bond
film ‘““Diamonds are Forever”
is suspended from the ceiling as
a reminder of actual Bond
scenes shot in the desert sur-
rounding Las Vegas.

The largest of the large casino -
hotel resorts, o r rather a castle-
hotel, is the Excahbur more of
an entertainment emporium
than a gambling parlor.

It’s got all the necessary royal
accoutrements — four 28-story
towers, over-sized turrets, bat-
tlements, a moat and draw-
bridge. Most of its staff are
dressed in medieval costums, -
and the hotel’s.7,000 parkin
spaces are protected by*‘ ”;
mounted security guards

In addition to sexy sho

the Magician and King Arthur’s
knights who often joust on
horseback. Not to mention an
assortment of jugglers, singers,
and sword dancers. :
--Just-the names of -the Excali—-
bur’s restaurants suggest the
fanciful early England variety
of dining available. There’s
Lance-A-Lotta Pasta, Octo-
berfest, RoundTable Buffet,
Sherwood Forest Cafe, Sir Gal-
lahad’s, The Camelot, and three
snack bars, Robin Hood’s, Little
John’s, and Hansel and Gre-
tel’s.

For children and teen-agers -
whose parents have not yet
taken them to Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, the Mirage Hotel
offers a volcano eruption that
explodes at shorter intervals
than Old Faithful, although ad-
mittedly in a more artificial at-
mosphere.

It’s also free to watch the
faked-up volcano blast off every

" 15 minutes at night. Quite a light

show for the young and young- .
at-heart. Traditionalists and na-
ture lovers, however, might

well be offended by the extrava-
gance of it all.

But if anything, Las Vegas
thrives on extravagance.

The antics of dolphins seem to
thrill children, and at the Mi-
rage Hotel dolphins cavortin a
marine facility holding about
one million gallons of man- :
made sea water and coral reefs.
A fun diversion for the young
ones, :

Wet n’ Wild water park is lo-

- cated right in the midst of vin- -

tage Vegas casino hotelson the
Strip. The 26-acre oasis features
a wave pool, a circular river, -
hydro tubes, slides and rapids,-
and a separated section de--
signed to keep small children.,-
occupxed.

The Lied Discovery Clnl
dren s Museum at 833 Las -
» Vegas Blvd. N_, offers 100
hands-on exhxblts on science,
humanities and the arts that

“both teach and entertain.-

In an everyday living section,
children can choose a job, earn
a paycheck, deposit savings in a

uy groceries. Anoth- _

er section allows them to use
wheelchairs and crutches, and
to feel what it would be like to
be blind or deaf.

. The new Las Vegas hotelsap- ~ -
pear to be flourishing, but there -
are also many family activities
available outside of but not far
from Las Vegas.

(See LAS VEGAS, page D2) . ...
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Las Vegas A new lake forming

_ (From page Dl)
Cosmo World Corp.,a *
multinational company based in
Tokyo, is financing Silver
canyon, a $600 million project
that includes 2,500 homes, 45
golf courses, teaching facilities,
and an Associated Tennis
Professional complex housing
16 tennis courts in a 2,500-seat
'stadium. The gambling
connection won't be downplayed

with construction of a 700-room

‘casino resort. -

There's also a new body of
water, Lake Las Vegas. Located
in nearby Henderson, the resort
was created by completion of a
4,600-foot-long earthen dam
‘rising 18 stories. A $3 billion
complex will be built beside the
three-acre lake.

Later are planned eight resort

+ hotels, five golf courses,
commercial and retail centers,
and 225 acres of residential
development. So with such
places as Lake Las Vegas, the
city and area is not just
attracting families to the resort
hotels. It’s inviting them to live
and play there permanently.

The Las Vegas area also
offers several side-trips of
interest to both gamblers and
non-gamblers.-Some natural
attractions contain elements of
illusion and imagination, just as
Vegas does.

One park, 15 miles west of Las
Vegas, Red Rock Canyon, casts
a flaming red appearance, due
toiron oxide in the soil. Also,
fingers of rock point to the sky
and can appear to be on fire.
Even more aptly named, Valley
of the Fire east of Las Vegas
exhibits the same mn'age-hke
scene.

The major attraction close by
Las Vegas but not part of it is
Hoover Dam. Built during the
Deprasxon by a mass of men
lookmg for work, the dam is as
mgh as a 70-story building and
t.hicker than the length of two
football flelds. It also was -
constructed with 4.4 million

to form a two-way highway
from San Francisco to New
York.

" The dam holds in Lake Mead,

t.he largest man-made reservoir

in the hemisphere. Each year

more than six million people use
Lake Mead for fishing, boating,
water skiing and camping.
Striped bass, bluegill, crappie
and catfish abound in its
waters, and there are nine
major marinas to launch from.
Campers can choose from .
among 1,500 spaces. -

As has been said, everything
in and around Las Vegas seems
over-sized. But the biggest
whopper of them all is still to
come,

Two major gaming
companies recently announced
plans to build a resort called
New York, New York,
containing a 28 story hotel and

towering replicas of the Empire

State Building, Statue of
Liberty, the Chrysler Building,
and a 200-foot-tall roller coaster
careening through the 18-acre
property.

Visitors actually will feel like
they’'re in Manhattan, but

" without the noise, dirt and

traffic.

‘‘We will recreate the best of
New York, the part Frank
Sinatra sings about,’’ Robert
Maxey, president and chief

cubic yards of cement — enough
L==—'A' R o

executxve of MGM Grand Inc.
said at a news conference: :
““We will transport visitors to
New York through the most
famous skyline in the world."”’

Somehow it seems only fitting
that the ‘“Entertainment Capital
of the World,” while creating its
own fantasy skylme should top
it with the world’s most famous
one. A perfect but surely not
final touch to a new Las Vegas
being designed with just about
everything to attract almost
everyone.
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MGM Grand’s Emerald City brings back the characters from the ‘Wi

zard of 0z.”
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A pira .battlé.. .complete with tall ‘wooden ships on fire, is a regular feature at the:

Treasure Island Mirage resort.
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Take a
break

Nation’s hot spot for spring break?
No contest. The Southland rules

By JULIEFARREN

The Sun ‘{‘191.( L

o homework. No worries.

Tostudents in the
Southland and across the
country, that canonly
meanone thing.

SPRING BREAK.

Notwo words are sweeler. They
mean a week vl'partying, relaxing and
forgetting about ¢lasses and grades.

Ofcourse, choosing asite to celebrate
spring break can be tough for students,
especially here in the Southland, where
there are so many choices.

Although Palm Springs was the rage
for many years, the city now discourages
spring revelers. instead welcoming fami-
liestoits SunFest'95, an artsand crafts
street fair that will take place the two

weeks before Easter. | TIC 2273
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Lake Havasu

Ior students, the happening spots
now are Lake Havasu and the Colorado
River.on the eastern edge of San Ber-
nardino County:.

Lake Havasu, which is approxi-
mately four-and-one-half hours from
San Bernardino, is the new "in" spot for
students. )

Justask Lt. Murl Shaver, a San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff's Department
watch commander assigned to the Colo-
rado River station. "They actually ‘ome
from all over the country,” Shavert\ys.

Or ask anyone who watches MTV,
which has been doing on-location fea-
tures at Lake Havasu for most of the
month,

Since spring break is held at differ-
ent times for different schools, Lake Ha-
vasu has been playing host to students
since early-March and will continue to
cook through Easter weekend.

There are pienty of opportunities for
recreational boating and water skiing
here. Students also can swim, go par-
asailing or windsurfalong the river.

Actually, the mighty Colorado River
extends all the way irom Colorado down
into Mexico, but some of the most popu-
lar sites for spring revelry happen to be
concentrated at the eastern edge of San
Bernardino County, including Needles
and Topock Gorge as well as Lake Hava-
su.

Topock Gorge:south of the I-40
bridge across the Colorado River, is an
ideal spot for canocing.

The Parkor Strgs. helow the Parker
Dam at the bottom end of Lake Havasu,
1s an ideal site for personal water craft
and boating.

Space is restricted on busy days, but
there's no lack of fun.

Houseboats on the lake are one of
the most popular options for students,
but they are booked well in advance of
spring break.

Celebrities and bands have joined
the action this year, and MTV has been
on the scene to film such features as
“Beauty and the Beach,” a coed beauty
pageant with audience participation.

One show featuring actor Stephen
Baldwin and the group Flaming Lips,
along with throngs of spring revelers,
was hosted by MTV host and actor Pauly
Shore.

Catalina island

Havasu anc the river aren't the
Southland's on'y hot spots for spring
break.

-* number of students from the Uni-
versity of Redl!ands, for example, are
planning trips to Catalina Island during
their break this week.

Several island companies offer op-
portunities for diving and snorkeling,
and parasailing is another option.

For students who like to stay high
and dry, walking and biking are good
bets on Catalina. Want to see the sights
without working up a sweat? Rent a golf
cart and take off.

Students won't have to worry about
getting enough to eat or drink on Catali-
na. Eateries and watering holes abound.
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Some students will visit Magic Mountain and other Southland theme parks for sprmg break thnlls and chills.

And there are many gift and specialty
shops‘on theisland, where it's easy to
hghten the load on that wallet.

Las Vegas

Other students are putting their
money on Las Vegas thisyear, -

Davnd Heiss, 22, a senior at the Uni-
versity ofRedlands is heading there
this weekend with five friends. They'll
rendezvous with more friends who are
already there. :

Among the group's plans is a visit to
the new Hard Rock Hotel, which fea-
tures rock music, even in the elevators,
and lots of rock 'n’ roll memorabilia,

“I'm alhard rock fan and this is some-

thing I want to see,” said Heiss.

The native of Maine said there's
nothing that compares to-Vegas back*”
home, and though he's been to the gam-
bling mecca many times, he never gets

‘bored. Rty

“It's a neat place to go and hang out,

said Heiss. "“It's an exciting city to go‘hs-'
it for afew days.” <S5

Vegas also is in the cards for 19-year-
old Betty Austin, a sophomore at Victor

spend three days there during the week
-of April 10.
Actually, they couldn't get roomsin
Vegas itself. It was booked. So they’ll
stay in nearby Stateline and commute,

The casinos at night.:The swimming

Valley College. She and a friend plan to...

pecol during the day. *‘Basically, we'll
just party,” Austin said.
They're looking forward to a good

tine this year. “‘'Last year, we went to
Pelm Springs, but it was dead,” she said.

- ' Grand Canyon

.~ Some students choose family fun for
their spring break. Graham Nystrom, 16,
a sophomore at Redlands High Schoolis
one of them. He'll be traveling to the
pmnd Canyon with his family.

Nystrom, his older brother and par-
ents plan to spend five days there during
the week of April 10. The canyon mule
rices are among the items on the fami-
ly's activity list.

- Actually, Nystrom's dream spring
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break would involve some heavy relaxa-
tionin Hawaii, he said. “I wouldn’t do
anything, and I'd enjoy it."”

{.
[ ' Day trips

Some students are opting for day

tripsrather than week-long activities.

,r Jose Romo, 20, a sophomore at Vie-

i, tor Valley College, and 10 of his friends
planto hea\d for City Walk, the new com-
plex ofshops and restaurants outside

™ Universal Studios.

| “We went there one day and we only
got to spend\a couple of hours, but we en-
~ joyed it,” hesaid. :

! Eric Kuske, 20, a sophomore at Vic-
tor Valley College, will be riding high-

during his spring break.

Kuske, along with 40 other young
people from St. Joan of Are Churchin
Victorville, plans to spend a day at Mag-
ic Mountain theme parkin Valencia.

" The youth group willtravel by bus to
the park for a day ofriding rollercoas-
ters such as Batman and Viper.

“Magic Mountain has the bestri  ~c
said Kuske.

The beach is calling m:.ny students.

Jaime Guggisberg, 17, Ajunior at
Redlands High School, plans to spend
her spring break at San Onofre State
Beach, between San Clemente and .
Oceanside. Guggisberg is looking for-
ward to "having fun and catching the sun
rays,” she said. :

That’s also the goal of Nate Smith,
17. ajunior at Redlands High School.
who plans to surfand spend time with
his girlfriend at the coast between San
Clemente and San Onofre State Beach.

“It'salotoffun,and ] getto work on
my tan,” he said.

For Wes Cullen, 16, a sophomore at
the school, spring break will take place
in Riverside.

Cullenison the Redlands High
School baseball team, and the team s
playing in a tournament for four days.

He doesn’t mind the fact he won't be
spending his vacation somewhere more
exotic.

“Aslong asIdon't have homework, it
doesn’'t matter to me,” he said.

PN
]
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~ Boaters meet and mingle on the Colorado River. -
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Spring break revelers line the be

ach at Lake Havasu.
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Cheap mm_._._v::m

* Bingo —One o?r%:n»vmmﬂ

imﬁ fo spend money in Las Vegas.
Minimum session buy-ins range from
$3 to $11 and sessions last about an

M. our. The two largest bingo halls are at
he Showboaf and at the Triple'J Bingo
Hall and Casino. Other large bingo
halls are located at the Aladdin, Ari-
zona Charlie’ ntinental, Frontier,
Gold Coast, Harrah’s, Horseshoe, Jer-
ry's Nugget, Palace Station and Santa
Fe.
"« Penny slot machines — You
can still find them at Little Caesar's
and Silver City on the Strip and at the
Plaza, Western and Gold Spike down-
town. Can you win at them? Probably
not, although in 1986 one person hit a
world record of $95,172.50 at z_m )
Western.

By Pattie Leipert
Staff Writer

weekend trip to Las

Vegas is pretty much a

yearly event for those of

us who reside in

Southern California.

You throw some clothes
in a suitcase, gas up the car and within
five hours (four and a half on a good
day) you're in Sin City, gambling capital
of the Western United States.

Of course, it helps if you've also
packed lots of greenbacks jn that suit-
case. Vegas is a lot more fun if you have
unlimited funds for gambling. But you
don't have to mortgage the farm to have
a good time. Even if you're on a budget
of say $200 for the weekend, Las Vegas
can be loads of fun. Really.

; Deals and bargains abound, and

1 and still come home with change in
your pocket.

The first tip to doing Vegas on the
cheap is: Leave the kids at home!
Although in'recent years Las Vegas has
redefined itself to attract more fami-
lies, these themed attractions are
expensive, and it is nearly impossible
to avoid spending a small fortune trying
to keep the kiddies mEo..SEog
" Enoughsaid. '

)_E a liftle preplgnning you can =m<m it

1
» See Vegas, Page E-6
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gas,
»From Page E-5
Lodging
If you're not flying ioto
McCarren Airport, the biggest

expense in Las Vegas will be for ;

lodging Room rates can range from
$20 to $200 a night depending on
location and time of year.

To get the best deals, stay away
from Las Vegas during holidays and
when major sporting events are
planned. Though weekend nights
typically are more pricey than a
Sunday-through-Thursday stay, a
good rate can be found with a little
searching.

Anthony Curtis, author of “Bar-
gain City: Booking, Betting, and
Beating the New Las Vegas” (Hunt-
ington Press) recommends setting
aside an hour to call between 15 to
20 hotels/casinos to compare their
rates. “It doesn’t cost anything
because casino reservation num-
bers are all toll-free,” he says, “and
at the end of the hour, you're be an
expert.” ‘

If you play your cards right you
might even be able to snag a free
room in one of the better casinos.

The catch? .

You have to join the casino's slot
club. Activate your slot card by
gambling a little in the casino.

You don’t have to be a big
spender to qualify for the slot-club
deals. Quarter slots and $2 tables
will do the trick. To increase your
odds, spread your action around
and join slot clubs at several dif-
ferent casinos. You will be
rewarded with discount, coupons,
priority bookings and free-room

offers.
. —

After you've nailed down your
room for say $50 a night, that leaves
you with S150 leR for gambling,
entertainment and food for two
days. Don’t worry, it can be done.

Food

Even if vou’re down to your last
dollar, you won't go hungry in Las
Vegas. Food is probably the best
deal the city has to offer. All-you-
can-eat buffets are everywhere. But
the best of the bunch feature not
only low prices but long lines as
well. ) .

Arrive early or late to avoid the
wait. If you time it right, you can
turn a late breakfast into an early
lunch, thereby stretching one meal
into two and saving the extra bucks
for gambling. Buffet prices range
from $2.29 to $2995 and as with
price, quality can vary. Be wary of
all-you-can-eat seafood buffets and
low-priced meals advertised on
marquees. To eat even cheaper,
check the local newspapers as soon
as you arnive for two-for-one offers
and discounts.

You can drink for free in Las
Vegas. Most casinos offer free alco-
holic and nonalcoholic beverages
while you are gambling.

Entertainment

For a good time in Vegas —
cheap — you'll have to stay away
from the top shows. No Siegfried &
Roy, no Cirque du Soleil, no head-
liners. Instead, check out the casino
lounge acts. Though big-name per-
formers are rare, lounge acts
remain one of the best entertain-
ment values on the strip. At most
you’ll find no cover charge and no
minimum drink purchase. Most
casinos also offer reasonably
priced novelty acts for under $10.
This often includes not only a show
but drinks as well (The American
Superstars Show at the Luxor is a
good example. For $8 you get a high-
energy superstar impersonator
show and two drinks to boot).

The Treasure [sland pirate show
is one of many entertainment free-
bies you won’t want to miss. It takes
place five times a night in front of
Treasure Island Hotel and Casino.
Standing room fills up early so
arrive at least 20 minutes before
showtime. Stop in at the Forum
Shops Mall at Caesar's Palace to

“watch the Festival Fountain. —

another freebie. This must-see
attraction takes place on the hour
and features Roman gods, laser
lights and stereo sound. .
People watching is always an
entertaining way to spend some
time — it doesnt cost ansthing and
in Vegas, there’s always plenty of
interesting people to watch.

Gambling
Keeping gambling losses in
check will be the biggest challenge

facing the budget-conscious Vegas
visitor. Curtis offers advice for
those keeping a close eye on their
pocket books: ~Set a daily gambling
loss limit and stck to it~

.Limiting yourselfto between 33
to $40 a day puts the big-buck tables
off limits. But you don't have to be a
high roller to have a good time. One-
dollar tables can still be found at
many strip casinos and at some
downtown casinos. Nickel slots are

Pplentiful and large payouts are not

unheard of. Any winnings you make
on the slots or at the tables can be
reinvested into your betting budget,
upping your daily gambling limit

Bingo is a good way to spend
some gambling time without
spending a lot of money. You can
play for an hour and spend about $6
— aod you might win the $100
jackpot. At 31 a game, Keno is
another slow way to lose money in
Vegas.

When every penny counts, you
can still find penny slots at some
casinos on the strip and downtown.
It’s unlikely you'll win the big pot
but at 3 to 5 cents a pull, it will take
you eight hours to spend $25.

And, finally, a word about where
to gamble: the strip or downtown?

"Again, Curtis offers advice for
those looking for the loosest slots,
highest payoffs and best odds.
When comparing Las Vegas
casinos, ‘“bigger is definitely
better," Curtis said. “Don't fall for
the myth that the smaller mom-and-
pop joints are looser. It's economi-
cally impossible.” .

By sticking to vour budget, and
with Lady Luck on your side, vou
may find yourzelf leaving Las Vezas
with money in your pocket. Even if
it’s only enough for burgers at Bun
Boy in Baker. \“
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- . HONEYMOON IN VEGAS
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E MEET BETSY AND CAROL AT

Victoria’s Chapel (2800
West Sahara Avenue),
located in a strip mail

Stra'Sht People can marry across from the Palacze Station casino.

= . . Both women are robust Las Vegas locals,
at drive-up windows, but

drivers for the city’s pr. _lic transit system,

ho have decided to tie the knot. From a
7 w
- what about us? MARIA nearby formal wear shop they have

obtained fabric swatches that somehow
DE LA O and DAVID THORPE mix fuchsia and eggplant,and they have
already picked their music—a mix of coun-
try (overly popular in Vagas) and women's
gay love (and more). music (Meg Christianson). The piéce de

: résistance will be an Olivia honeymoon Al82
cruise to Alaska. All they need is a venue

y search for chapels of




Literally translated, Las Vegas means
“fertile plains,” perhaps a reference to the
dangerously high speeds at which hetero-
sexuals can marry, beat a path back to their
motel rooms, and, well, fertilize. The name
also captures the way this desert town
overflows with lush consumer excess.
Provided that your numbers are hot at the
roulette table. it's aland where you can buy
or do just about anvthing your heart
desires, 24 hours a day. It's no wonder that

Vegas is recognized as a worid
capital of kitsch. As such, it won't
disappoint that particular gay
sensibility. But can we do more
than mock? Can we also marry?
Although we meet Betsy and
Carol by chance, it’s no accident
that we have ended up at
Victoria’s. Out of 26 chapels in
Vegas, Victoria's is one of a pal-
try two options available to same-
sex couples, excluding the local
chapter of the Metropolitan Com-
munity Church. But two is still
more than Vegas had a year ago,
which may indicate that some
chapel directors are getting ready to capital-

ize on a same-sex wedding boom.

Inthe yearsince she opened Victoria's,
owner Monique Beals has arranged about
100 same-sex marriages, which repre-
sents—appropriately enough—about 10
percent of her busi-
ness. Beals says that
she never consid-

Can we talk about
gay marriage?

Frank Marino (as
Joan Rivers), star

ered not performing
Same-sex cerernonies

of the drag show and has airned mar-
La Cage, strikes 8 keting at gays and
pose on the Strip.  lesbians ever since
Although Vegasis she opened her
definitely “4~ chapel doors.
queens, queens Although her sug-

who want to marry
is another story.

gestions to Betsy
and Carol are a tad
straight for their
taste, Beals's interest in providing an atmos-
phere where the two women will feel com-
fortable seems genuine. She overflows with
anecdotes about lesbian and gay couples
she’salready helped marry, and proudly dis-
plays photos and a file containing informa-
tion on appropriate wedding accessories,
like plastic same-sex-couple cake decora-
tions and pink-triangle wedding rings (also

\ )
X
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Wedding nightlife: an exchange of rings
at Victoria’s Chapel (left). Afterward,
celebrate with club kids at the Cave (top),
or dine at Vegas's only gay restaurant,
Vicious Rumors (bottom). Opposite page:
a drag queen and her city beckon.

available from the Shocking Gray catalog,
800-788-4729).

Beals'scompetitionisthe wedding chapel
at Tréasure Island (3300 Las Vegas
Boulevard). Treasure Island, as its name
suggests, is one of the growing ranks of

Vegas mega-hotels dedicated to inoffensive,
family-oriented themes. As such, it features
one of the best free shows in town. Every 90
minutes throughout the afternoon and
evening, two dozen more-or-less hunky
actors stage a mock sea battle between a
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ra\gged pirate ship and a smart British vessel.
The English man-of-war sails through the
hatel'’s lagoon, blasts the pirate ship, takes a
hit, and sinks into the water. A truly excit-
ing show, it beats the “exploding” volcano
next door at the Mirage hands down.

A

Thankfully, the hotel’s two wedding
chapels have been spared pirate decorating
touches. Whereas Victoria's has an authen-
tically relaxed, if unglamorous, atmos-
phere, the Treasure Island chapels are more
like Vegas itself: gaudy but impeccably

g rdd e Wy

[N

orchestrated. The wedding planners are
well made-up, well coifed, and well tailored
in matching suit-skirt outfits that comple-
ment the pinkish decor. Photos of adoring
heterosexual couples are displayed on the

walls; piped-in music by artists like Sade

_— e Vb me e
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and Kenny G create an ostensibly romantic '1
mood. All your wedding needs are taken |
care of: a glass case in the lobby features last- '
minute wedding gifts and accessories; dis- ‘
creetly placed cameras inside the chapels
can videotape the proceedings for posterity;
staff photographers work out of an in-
© house studio. ]
‘ The high-haired chapel director, Tina
Ercole, is a native Las Vegan and twenty-
something M.B.A. who patiently outlines
how Treasure Island became the firstand
only hotel in Vegas to offer same-sex mar-
riage ceremonies. A few months after the
hotel opened in October 1993, two men
from the Midwest called the chapel and
requested a wedding ceremony. They told
Ercole they frequently visited Vegas and
had tried unsuccessfully to get married
each time they visited. Although she hadn't
anticipated the demand for gay marriages,
she convinced hotel management to let her
arrange the ceremony. Since that first wed-
ding, she guesses that about 35 same-sex
ceremonies have been performed at the !
hotel chapels. . ‘
s Ercole an activistin a fuchsiasuitanda |
Moschino belt? Not exactly. “People should |
think of [gay marriage] as business,” she :
says." They think of the moral and philo- ;
sophical aspects, which don’t belong in .
business.” This dnesn’t explain why neither :
Treasure Island nor Victoria’s mentions |

|
same-sex marriage ceremonies in its wed-
ding brochures or advertisements, but \
Ercole dutifully takes the suggestion down |
on a post-it note; Beals says she’s making a {
separate (but equal) brochure for same-sex \
|
|
i
|

ceremonies.

Should you decide to get hitched at |
Treasure Island or Victoria's, you don’t nec-
essarily need a big honeymoon package to 3
prove that you're in love (although it can’t
hurt). There are plenty of hokey but roman- -
tic options: Watch the sunset from the top of
Caesar’s Palace, take a helicopter ride over
the city, or follow the typical advice of locals
and get away from Vegas altogether.
?uggested day trips include picnics at Red
Rock—an amazing geological formation
outside of town—and hiking or skiing at .

ount Charleston,a popular resortabouta

45-minute drive away. i
If you're looking for something a bit

N

more seden\é\ry. then stop in at one of the
newest gay establishments in town. It'sa
restaurant called Vicious Rumors (6330
Windy Street) that, despite its name, pro-
vides a fairly intimate and. potentially
amorous setting for dinner. The only gay
restaurant in Vegas, it attracts both women
and men with its white tablecloths, candlelit
dining, tuxedoed waiters, and friendly
pianobar.It'sabit pricey by Vegas standards
(entrees average $20), especially since the
food is somewhat disappointing {too much
iceberg lettuce).

Vegas isalso home to 15 or sogavand les-
bian bars; of those, there are a tew to note.
The best bet for dancing is Gipsy (4605
Paradise Road); it's smallishand run-ot-the-
mill, but the music’s good and the energy is
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positive. Or try the

genuinely thrilling  much freakier Cave
pirate battie at (5740 W.Charleston
Treasure island Blivd), designed to
{top) and the Cae-  live up to its name.
sar's Palace Trevi Ifyou get the urge to
Fountain (bottom).  two-step, Backstreet
(5012 South Arville

Road) is the place to be: The dance tloor is
bordered by a wooden fence and the ceiling
features nota discoball, butadisco saddle. A
handful of women mingle comfortably at
most of these establishments, but for a
mostly young and muitiracial lesbo vibe, hit
Curves (4633 Paradise Road), next to Gipsy.
Vegas's other women's bar, Faces (701 East
Stewart Avenue) is pa!ronized by an older,

.

shit-kickin'crowd. Y/
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A; people'who want to be drag queens move to Las Vegas.
l /t tl"d La Cage (the show has Imle to do with the hit

‘Location: The Sahara
‘Number of host's incamations:
-3 (Barbra, Cher, Herself)
- Number of host’s gown changes: 8
+~ - Flaw: A dueless audience can kill the
o show
-Flawless: When host Kenny Kerr reads
:»+ the audience, he makes Sandra
- =--Bemhard look sweet
: Fot the boys: Fair to excellent beefcake
- means no dull moments
For the girls: Gay men making fools of
themselves
Memorably vuigar line: “Did you all
dRoy have 27 whlte tlgers That'sa come on the same bus? | should be

:-lot'of pussy for two.gay-men’” handing out fucking Bingo cards.”
Most Unflattering lmpersonatlon Most Unflattering iImpersonation:
-Obese Madonna . Obese Cher
Insnag?analyﬂs "Our show is consid- Insider analysis: “La Cage is strict

erably more modern. Boylesque is about what the host can do. Kenny
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\. ]
lotel casinos. it is a world unto itself: Once

you goin,it'salmost impossibleto find your
way out. While you're lost, try to find
Cleopatra’s Barge, a floating bar with
cheesy lounge acts and waitresses in
Cleopatra costumes. Or try the Forum
Shops, Caesar’s indoor shopping mall,
where the streets of ancient Rome are lined
with fashionable establishments like
Armaniand Pldfiet Hollywood. The dome-
like ceiling gives the illusion of a cloud-
streaked sky; ranges of light and dark
recreate an entire diurnal cycle every 20
minutes. A fantastic replica of the Trevi
Fountain stands at the end of the prome-
nade, and classical statues played by actors
who periodically come to life line the walls
above the town square.

If something intimate is more your style,
check out the Las Vegas Private Bed &
Breakfast (702-384-1129). What, after all,
could be more Vegas than being hosted by
proprietor Ole Borresen, who was
Liberace's chef during the last years of his
life? He makes an excellent breakfast too,
though he is a bit heavy on the meat. (Tell
him in advance what you don’t consume.)
Although most guests here are men,
women are welcome.

Borresen's house is conveniently located
in Huntridge, a quiet residential neighbor-
hood a couple of miles from the Strip.
Although the walls of the B&B (a converted
suburban house) aren’t lined with rhine-
stones, the owner's spoiled but sweet white
poodle adds a touch of glamour to the sur-
roundings. And, as Borresen is originally
from Denmark, his house suggests a kind
of old-world, European atmosphere where
one could imagine Liberace in a somber
mood. There are fireplaces, red velvet cur-
tains with gold fringe, glass lamps, crystal
bowls, and dark antique furnishings.
There are even a few animal pelts hanging
on the wall. In the secluded backyard,
where nude sunbathing is encouraged,
there’s aswimming pool andan aviary filled
with beautiful red and green parrots.

Ifyou'reinterested in takingatrip furthers
down memory-of-Liberacelanc, Borresen's
home is just an appetizer. For the main

o

\
L
What i{you couldn’t care less about
romance or nightlife? What if all you really

. .wantis classic Vegas kitsch? Elvis may be

dead and Bob Stupak’s sci-fi-inspired Vegas
World casino shut down last winter, but
there is still plenty to satisfy your craving for
camp. There’s the
World’s Largest Proud Mary: a

Gift Shop (2460  Tina Tumer imper-
South Las Vegas  sonator from the

Boulevard), white Boylesque drag

tigers lolling about revue shakes a
their Taj Mahal tail feather.
habitat at the Mir-

age (3400 South Las Vegas Boulevard}, and
plenty of drag and celebrity impersonator
shows, not to mention the heirs to Lib-
erace’s queenly throne, Siegfried and Roy.
With its mirrored bedroom ceilings and

_the occasional bare-chested giadiator or

scantily clad Trojan woman wandering by,

Caesar’s Palace (3570 South Las Vegas

Boulevard) is an excellent blend of kitsch

and luxury. Like the rest of the mammoth "\
A
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course, check out the Liberace Museum
(Liberace Plaza, 1775 East Tropicana




OLIVIER LAUDE

A .
locatedina striﬁ'mall.along with a religious

bookstore and a gay bar called Goodtimes,

which hops on Monday nights (think liquor
bust). Three separate locations in e all
house Mr. Showmanship's collections of
dazzling jewelry, one-of-a-kind antiques,
million-dollar costumes, and classic Rolls-
Royces. Highlights include an ornately
inlaid desk that once belonged to Czar
Nicholas I and the largest rhinestone in
the world, worth $50,000 an'gi weighinginat

23 kilograms.
Amid extensive
personal photos
clip-
pings, there is no

and press

indication of Lib-
erace’s homosexu-
ality or his AIDS-
related death. The

senior citizens who run the place shy away
from these topics, ar.d the general mood

Libby's legacy: the
awe-inspiring Lib-
erace Museum
(left) and Ole Bor-
resen, Liberace’s
former chef and
owner of the Las

Vegas B&B (right).

here reflects the fact that the Liberace
Museum is the third most-visited tourist
attraction in town—in typical Vegas fash-
jon, the museum seems to attract mostly
retired heterosexual couples. But over by
the Blackglama minks and words-can’t-
do-it-justice hot pants outfit, you're bound
10 see two gay men or women tittering glee-
fully.-Maybe they've just come from
Victoria's Chapel, and they're about to beat
a path back to their motel. \, L
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Las Vegas transformed

$3¢7

into famlly vacation spot

ByRobeftMacy
ASSOCIATED PRESS

a boy, my family stopped by

Las Vegas on a vacation trip
and my father tried to show my
brother and me the inside of
one of the town's famous casi-
nos.

“Get the hell out of here with

those kids,” barked a security

I N the early "50s, when [ was

That incident has often come
10 mind in my 17 years as a
reporter covering the evolution
of this gambling capital -

Departed mobster Bugsy
Siegel would blanch at the idea,
but Las Veggs — once touted as
a “Disneyland for adults” — has
spent big bucks to transform
itself into a family-friendly vaca-
tion destination.

When other areas began get-
ting'into gambling in a big way,
Las Vedas began to broaden its
tourism base. No longer just a
cluster of casinos, Las Vegas
today has an array of attractions
for all ages.

“Las Vegas is a lot cheaper
than Orlando (home of DlS?GY
World),” says Irnre Buru o
Ausm{ Tex’;i T ehng s sroller HIGH ROLLER coasters at the top of Stratosphere Hotel
through a crowded shopping soars over the Las Vegas strip.
arcade at The Mirage Hotel-
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Casino. “We anticipate our two-
week vacation will be 1,000
cheaper than Qrlando.”

At the Circtis Circus resort,
room rates range from $29 a
night to $89 a night. On the high
end is Caesars Palace, where the
rates range from $109 to $279 for
a standard room.

Buru, his wife, Gabriella, and
their three daughters — ages 4,
3, and 11 months — are among a
growing number of families
invading what was once “aduits
only” turf.

And 15 years ago, Las Vegas
was a boring place for kids.
There were swimming pools, a
few skimpy arcades and one
hotel carnival midway arcade.
That was the extent of the youth
fare. -

“As a kid growing upin Los
Angeles, [ used to hate coming to
Las Vegas,” says Alan Feldman,
now vice president for public
relations at Mirage Resorts Inc.
“T'd spend my time just sitting
around the pool. We have turned
around the notion that there is
nothing for kids to do.”

While hotel officials want to
broaden their child-friendly visi-
tor base, but they don't want
kids in casinos.

“1t concerns us when we see
people bring children through a
casino,” Feldman says. “Chil-
dren don't belong in casinos.”

New attractions range from
theme parks to pirate battles,
dolphin and white tiger habi-
wats, Star Trek and Atlantis
attractions and interactive game
venues.

With 105,000 hotel rooms, and
an additional 20,000 under con-
struction, families are finding
the attractions — and the room
«ates — to their liking.

That's not quite what Siegel
envicioned in 1945 when he built
the Flamingo Hotel-Casino on a
patch of road that would become

:he Las Vegas Strip. Cost over-
runs that angered his mob pals
‘ed 10 his execution-styvle slaying
the following vear. ,

Las Vegas remained true to its
past for the next 27 years, entic-
ing gamblers with swanky hotels,
chattering casinos, marquee
entertainers and idvllic weather.

People under 21 who trickled
in were banned from the gaming
areds (a state law that remains
in place today) and found Las
Vegas anything but an E-ticket -
attraction.

That began to change in 1974
when longtime gaming figures
William Bennett and William
Pennington bought a struggling
resort called Circus Circus.
They converted one floor of the
tent-shaped structure to a carni-
val midway and, voila, the city’s
first family-friendly hotel.

In 1989, Steve Wynn opened
the Mirage Hotel-Casino, sign-
ing illusionists Siegfried and
Roy to perform in their own |
theater. The hotel features a
volcano that erupts several
times nightly, a giant dolphin
habitat and the Secret Garden
of Siegfried and Roy, which fea-
tures rare white lions and
tigers raised by the entertain-
ers. Mirage spent $35 million
on just the habitat and Secret
Garden.

In 1990, Circus Circus gpened
the medieval-themed Exéalibur
Hotel-Casino which features a
dinner show with knights joust-
ing on horseback. There’s also a
popular carnival midway.

Next came Wet 'n’ Wild, with
a sprawling water park next to
the Sahara Hotel.

In 1993, three major megare-
sorts opened.

First was the pyramid-shaped
Luxor, adjacent to Excalibur,
which features Egyptian lore

and a giant interactive game
complex.

Then came Treasure Island, a opened Sahara Speedworld,

pirate-themed hotel cwned by
Mirage and featuring a spectac-
ular sea battle several times
nightly between a giant pirate
ship and a British frigate.

The pirate battle cost $35 mil-
lion and draws thousands of
viewers nightly. There is no
charge, but pick your spot early
for the best viewing.

The $1 billion MGM Grand
Hotel-Casino opened in Decem-
ber 1993, with the MGM Grand
Adventures — the city’s first
full-fledged theme park.

About the same time, Circus
Circus opened Grand Slam
Canyon, a giant dome featuring
a wide array of rides and games.

Today the Canyon draws
about 2 million visitors a year,
according to Glenn Schaeffer,
president and chief financial
officer of Circus Circus Enter-
prises Inc. v

In 1997, MGM and partner Pri-
madonna Resorts opened Néw
York-New York Hotel-Casino,

which replicates the Manhattan
skyline and some of its top attrac-
tions, was opened in 1997. Includ-
ed are a giant Coney Island-style
game arcade and a roller coaster
that encircles the resort.

The Forum Shop#at Caesars
Palace features expensive cloth-
ing boutiques and “Atlantis,” an
eight-stories high attraction
with animatronic figures telling
the famous sea legend. Included
is a 50,000-gallon aquarium fea-
turing 650 exotic fish, and an
Imax 3-D ride, “Race for
Atlantis.” The Forum Shops .
draws some 20 million visitors
annually. J

In January, the Las Vegas *
Hilton opened a $70 million Star
Trek attraction, featuring mem-
orabilia for trekkie faithful and

" an interactive ride into the 24th

century.

William Bennett, who nov
owns the Sahara Hotel, has

where drivers of all ages tak
the wheel of a three-quarter-
Indy car in a race simulator.

At the Monte Carlo Hotel-
Casino, magician Lance B
headlines a show that is a bi
family draw.

Mirage's newest resort, t!
$1.6 billion Bellagio, will
include a $35 million water
extravaganza on a lake in fr
of the property when it ope
October. 1t will also be free t
the public.

Las Vegas visitors are s
prised at the growing num
attractions.

“There's a lot more stuff

Richard Morales of El Pa
Texas, agrees.
“I was definitely surpris
he says, exiting the Secret
den area at The Mirage wi
wife, Diana, and their 13-ye
" old daughter. "1 never dre
there would be so much to
Mario and Rebecca Rami
of Albuquerque, N.M., saia
was the first time they had
brought their daughters, ag
and 15, to the city.

“I'd have never thought
were so many attractions,”
Ramirez says. “And I think
vacation here is cheaper, t

Schaeffer said he believe
Vegas is growing as a famil
destination “because the e
market is growing.”

“While Las Vegas is fam
friendly, it's still an adult
ket,” Schaeffer says. “The
ly market is a subset of the
tourism market."

Some of the family attra
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ns in Las Vegas:

MIRAGE HOTEL: A 34-foot
volcano erupts several times
nightly in font. Free. Delphin
habitat and Secret Garden of
Siegfried & Roy feature rare
white lions and tigers raised by
the illusionists. Cost $10, free for
children 10 and under when
accompanied by an adult.
Siegfried & Roy stage show fea-
tures great illusions and stag-
ing, white lions and tigers. At
$89.35, it’s the most expensive
show in towr. but many say the
best.

MGM GRAND HOTEL:
Grand Adventures Theme Park
features 10 major attractions,
three theaters and six themed
areas. Cost $12 for 11 and older.
$10 for ages 2-10, includes unlim-
ited rides and shows. Partridge

. Family sibling David Cassidy
stars in “EFX.” a high-energy

_ stage show with outstanding
special effects. Cost $45 and
$63.64: $31.82 for children 5-12.

TREASURE ISLAND -
HBOTEL: Spectacular nightly
pirate battles every 90 minutes

- front of the resort. No charge.
Mystere,” considered the most
artistic and challenging show in
_ Las Vegas, $69.85 adults, $34.84
. children 12 and under.

CIRCUS CIRCUS HOTEL:
Pioneer in family entertainment
features carmival midway and
Grand Slam Canyon, a domed
five-acre theme park featuring a
roller coaster and numerous
rides and game. Unlimited ride

passes from $11.95 to $15.95. Chil-

dren under 33 inches tall admit-
ted free.

CAESARS PALACE: Forum
Shops at Caesars. billed as the
shopping wonder of the world.
Includes Race for Atlantis Imax

"3.D motion simulator ride, $9.50

adults. $6.75 children. Omnimax
Theater. $7 admission. Caesars
Magical Empire, underground
quality dining with tableside
magic, $60-70.

FREMONT STREET EXPE-
RIENCE: Downtown's $70 mil-
lion light and sound extravagan-

za featuring 2 million lights. Free.

FLAMINGO HILTON: “The
Great Radio City Spectacular”
features the Radio City Rock-
ettes. dinner shows from $40.87,
late show S36.32.

SUITE HOTEL: “Mas-
querade Show in the Sky" fea-
tures elaborate floats and Mardi
Gras characters performing
nightly. Free. Popular Danny
Gans show. $60.

LAS VEGAS HILTON: Star
Trek attraction, features memo-
rabilia from TV shows and
movies, plus 22-minute journey
aboard the Starship Enterprise.
Cost $14.95.

SAHARA HOTEL: Sahara
Speedworld, virtual reality,
three-quarter scale simulated
Indy-style racing, interactive

games and two 3D theatres. Gen-

eral ission §3, $8 for racing.

G WORKS: Next to
MGM Grand, features more
than 250 games of all types.

WORLD OF COCA-COLA:
World's largest Coke bottle, the-
ater, memorabilia museumn. $2,
children 5 and under free.

STRATOSPHERE HOTEL:
1,149-foot tower topped by two
rides. a rollercoaster encircling
the top and the Big Shot, which
rockets riders 160 feet upward
from the launch site. Cost $6
tower, $ Big Shot, $5 rolier
coaster.

WET 'n’ WILD: Water theme
park. $23.95 for ages 10 and
older, $17.95 ages 39, children
under 3 free.

EXCALIBUR HOTEL: Car-
nival arcade and King Arthur’s
Court, medieval-themed dinner
show with jousting knights on
horseback. $29.95.

LUXOR HOTEL: Egyptian-
themed interactive attraction,
$6; Imax 3D Theatre, $8.50.

MONTE CARLO HOTEL:
Magician Lance Burton, whose
show rs to families, $34.95.

IMPERIAL PALACE: Leg-
ends in Concert features imper-

'ANTONIO VALLES, 2, his father Eddie and brother Tyson

greet pirate Warrick Price outside the Treasure

Island hotel.

sonators of 1960s music legends.

Price $29.50, children 12 and
under half price.

LAS VEGAS MOTOR
SPEEDWAY: Open year-round
with more than 20 race tracks
featuring events ranging from
NASCAR to hot rods. Y,

INFORMATION: The Las

Vegas Convention and Visitors
Authority can provide addition-
al information. Write LVCVA,
Las Vegas Convention Center.
2150 Paradise Road. Las Vegas.
Nev. 85109-9096, Attn: Visitor
Center. Phone (702) 892-7575.
Web address: LASVEGAS24
HOURS.COM. ‘il
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| A DEALTO TREASURE

Treasure Isiand in Las Vegas is

N\ offering two getaway packages
\\‘ through Feb. 5.

v

The two-night Winter Es-
cape plan features a stay in
deluxe accommodations; two
buffet breakfasts, buffet dinner
and one complimentary cock-
tail per person, in addition to a
pass to use the Treasure Island
Spa facilities.

The price is $79 per person,
double.

The Winter Romance plan
includes a two-night stay in
either a Caribbean or Buc-

caneer Bay Suite; a bottle of |
champagne upon armival; |

breakfast in bed; nightly turn-
down service and a Treasure
Island photo keepsake. In
additicn, the package includes
the use of the Treasure Island
Spa, including sauna, Jacuzzi
and exercise facilities.

The plan is priced at $119

per person for the Caribbean !

Suite or $189 per person for a
Buccaneer Bay Suite.
Participants of either plan

also may opt to buy tickets to -

Cirque du Soleil's “Mystere”
for $69.85 per person.

For more information or to
make reservations, agents can

call Treasure Island at 800-944- .

7444,

l
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TOP OF THE WEEK

" B ALASKA FERRY RESUMES SERVICE =~ -

The Alaska Marine Highway System resumed re

gular ferry

service between Pnnce Rupert, British Columbia, and

Ketchikan, Al
nghts

aska. after a five-month suspension over fishing

The state ferry semice through the Insice Passage between
British Columbia and Alaska carries tens of thousands of
travelers to the 49th state each vear.

Durning the five-month suspension, the only major south-
ern port through which these travelers could enter Alaska's
[nside Passage was Bellingham, Wash.

Hawaii Future Looks Flat

The Hawan Visiiors  and
Convention Bureau forecasts a
flat year at best for 1998
arrvals. following a  slight
increase in 1997,

The bureau expects growth
mn the U.S. market of up 10 2
percent and margmnal growth
from Japan. but not enough to
offset tourism declines stem-
ming from turmod in other parts
of Asia.

The forecast is based on a
November survey of 330 North
American travel agents, and
agents and whoiesalers in Japan.

arison Eyes SF Hotel
e ]
Carlson Hospitalitv Worldwide.
which recently took ownership
of Regent Hotels International.
confirmed it is talking with the
owner of the historic Southern
Pacific building at One Market
St.in San Francisco about trans-
forming the office building into
a 400-room hotel.

It would be Regent’s second
U.S. property after the Beverly
Wilshire in Los Angeles

Reno Goes to Atlanta

Reno Air starts dailv nonstop
service from Reno, Nev, to
Atanta Feb. 26.

The flight leaves at 10:35 p.m.
from Reno. armiving in Atanta at
530 am. From Atlanta, the flight
will leave at 6:30 a.m. and arrive
in Reno at 8:25a.m.

LA Sheraton Grande Sold

CapStar Hotel Co. completed
the acquisition of the 469-room

Sheraton Grande Hotel in
‘owntown Los Angeles from
~anuary 12, 1998

| Mewropolitan Life Insurance
and will spend $6 million reno-
vating it.

Major improvements in-
clude renovating the property’s
exterior and completely refur-
dishing more than half of the
hotel rooms

Oregon Asian Celebration

This vear's Oregon Asian
Celebration 1s set for Feb. 13-16
at the Lane County Convention
Center in Eugene.

The event features ceremo-
nial performances. crafts. mar-
tial arts. drumming and other
cultura) events. Admission is $4
and children ages 12 and under
are admitted free. It runs from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days.

For a program guide, call
341-682-5310.

Steinbeck Birthday Bash

The John Steinbeck Birthday
Celebration, featuring sympo-
siums on the writer's life and
tours of his local haunts, is set
for Feb. 27. 28 and March 1 in
Salinas and Monterey, Calif.

Some events are free and
some, including bus tours, cost
up to 845, Reservations are
required for most events.

Call 408-372-8512.

Amtrak Companion Deal

Amtrak is bringing back its free
companion fares in California.

The free fares program gives
customers who buy a one-way
or roundtnp ticket between Jan.
12 and March 15 on selected
trains a free companion ticket
for the same iunerary.

Sample one-way fares
include Sacramento-San Jose,

$16: San Diego-Los Angsles. ' Phoenician’s April Rate

320, and San

Barbara. 323,
The offer 15 vahd seven davs

per week on Califorma short-

distance trains onlv and con- ;

necting Amtrak Thruwav Moior-
coaches. Travel must  be
completed by March 13,

50% Off Rooms in Hawaii

! Hawaiian Hotels & Resorts 1s

discounting standard rates 30
percent when clients pav with a
Visa card for stays through
Dec. 23.

The company has four
resorts: the Kahana Beach
Condominium Hote! and Roval
Lahaina Resort on Maui. the
Kauai Coconut Beach Resort
and the Roval Kona Resort on
the Big Island.

Cal] 800-222-3642.

Treasure Island Package

Treasure Island at the Mirage in
Las Vegas has two two-night
packages for couples good
through Feb. 5.

The Winter Escape package
is $79 per person, double. and
includes two nights’ accommo-
dations. two buffet breakfasts.
one buffet dinner for two and a
pass to the Treasure Istand Spa.

The Winter Romance pack-
age is $119 per person for a
Caribbean Suite or 3189 per
person for a Buccaneer Suite
and includes a bottle of cham-
pagne, breakfast room service
for two and a pass to the spa.

Call 800-944-7444,

Diego-Sania |

| The  Phoenician  hotei
i Scottsdale. Ariz.. is offering 2
| single or double cccupancy raie
i O0 3390 per might with a threz-
night minimum stav from Ao
14

Children ages !7 and under
stay free with 2 maximum of
WO per room. And the propern
has a kids program that offe:s
duck fesding, games. arts and
crafts and a game arcade.

Call 800-888-8234.

Squaw Valley Ski Deal

n

The Resort at Squaw Creek.
located between Truckee and
Lake Tahoe. Calif.. has two sea-
sonwide ski packages that allow
clients to exchange lift uckats
for food and activities credits if
the weather is bad or if thev
choose not 1o ski.

The Deluxe Extended
Vacation package offers three
rughts’ accommodations, two lift
uckets per person 1o nearby
Squaw Valley USA and dailv
breakfast.

Sundays through Thursdavs
the price is $399 per person.
double. or 5499 on the week-
ends.

Four and seven-night pack-
ages also are available.

The Two Night Ski Weekend
Getaway offers two nights’
accommodations, two lift tickets
per person and daily breakfast.
Only available on select week-

!

ends, it is priced at $359 per
person, double,

Call 800-327-3333. 1A

A5 J0UR HENCO TOUR OPERATOR

Maza.(:]an :
orre Tropicana Hotel

Just 15 minutes fioin the airport and in the heart of the Zona
Dorada, this fantastic beach vacation offers everything you need.
Rooms are all air conditioned with phone, tv and balconies with

magnificent views. 4 day/3 night packages froim:
SFO

374

Valid 1/12/98-4/19/98. Prices are pp based on dli occ.. include holel and laxes. mvw 1/l
aufare ang hanslers. Noes not nclude govt taxes of up to S51 03 pp. Miice may vary by
departure dale. Subrect lo change without nolice. €ST 201702-4

Call for details 800-426-4570

SEA/PDX
414

TRAVELAGETE
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Treasure ls!and

machine at Treusurs iiand
u% swith a new Laxus SCI06, -

justwalked up and there i 2oy

-a

Texas Station

They sav eventiung

N DIz T,

and Lzorurd Hesion wouly prenLri

ayree. Heaton won 330000 ot the Tovas

Stuton on a rererble rovals machime.

73 lanuary 13 1332 SHCwWEIZ

Conald De Armuan of 3akersiield. Calir.. was plaving a Red. White and Blue slot
¢ wrTene smied s

G0 My wire T'm going 10 4 in this Laxus” anc !

sard ~vith confidence. Now that ~ 2 NLZoY N v 2ar

am.

DeArman wiil 2e SsIing i

Imperial Palace

Father knows best is usually true. except for
James Murphy of Laks Elsinore. Calir, After
muca coaxing Murphy s father passed. and

James decided to (0 a cenain Impenai
Palacs slot machine, He won S12.200.

..A,\V(J[ at Sirato
Eizatawin ouid um 2 s neopine 36-.000.

Sirztospers must de fis ! 'eeky olace,

In one
month F2idman won 1 :ctai or 32 *03.000.

Sam’s Town

Douglas Mover's first iime 21 Sam s Town

won'toe mis last Uil be back.” promised
Mover arier he wen a 1997 Sarum and
rle plans 10 pay some dills with the

~found money.

Rio

How much would vou puay ior a new Ford
Musiung ' Mark Shosted of Salt Lake City
scentoniy S5 ut 2 Rio Rich & Famous slot

machine for his Mustang, Shosted is defi-
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Treasuér;fslanz Package

Treasure Island at the Mirage in
Las Vegas has two two-night
packages for couples good
through Feb. S.

The Winter Escape package
is $79 per person, double, and
includes two nights’ accommo-
dations, two buffet breakfasts,
one buffet dinner for two and a
pass to the Treasure Island Spa.

The Winter Romance pack-
age is $119 per person for a
Caribbean Suite or $189 per
person for a Buccaneer Suite ,
and includes a bottle of cham-
pagne, breakfast room service
for two and a pass to the spa.

Call 800-944-7444.

] TIC 2365
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ESCAPE PLAN:Z}§f7
- Through Aug. 15. Treasure
- Island in Las Vega§ welcomes
clients with a  two-night
Escape to Adventurc gel-
away.

The package includes
deluxe accommodations. two

cL

tv....

Through Aug. 13,
Treasure Island is
affenng cients a
two-night Escape to
Adventure getaway
package, and travel
agents can receive
special rates during .
the same time period.
At right is the resort’s
Mutiny Bay entertain-
ment center.

buffet breakfasts. a
buffet dinner and a
cocktail for S89 per
person, double. includ-
g tax.

Clients also have the
option of purchasing tickets
to Cirque du  Soleil's
“Mystere” which  features
music. dance, acrobatics and
comedy, for $63.50 per per-
son, plus tax.

Also for the same dates. the

resort is offering a travel agent
rate of S45 per room. per
night, single or double. plus
tax.

The rate is available to all
Airlines Reporting Corp.-
approved agents. who must

. present an International Air
" Transport Association or ARC

card upon arrival.

An additional charge of
$10 for triple occupancy and
$20) for quad occupancy will
apply.

For reservations or more
details. call Treasure Island at

800-944-7434. or wvisit the
property’s _-web  site  at

[http://www.treasurcisland

.com].
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Le}s Vegas or
Disneyland? Split decision

Before I Deal: One of the ‘
more frequently asked ques- }
tions in my mail bag is: -
“Should I bring my family to
Las Vegas?” I thought I would
repeat this column for those
who haven't had a chance to
read it.

"Dear Mark,

We are deciding to m
a family trip to gither Ls
Vegas or Disnfiand We
have three chxldren all
under the age of eight.
would like to know your
recommendations and
experiences (good/bad).
Elise G. Tulsa, OK

Elise, if you're looking for
total family entertainment,
take your family to
Disneyland. Don't get me
wrong, ] LOVE Las Vegas -
just not as a family destina-
tion. Because it's only fair -
that you get a second opinion,
let me bring in my expert on
such matters — the biggest
Las Vegas promoter I know.
No, it's not Steve Wynn, it's
my 10-year-old son Nick.

Mark: All right, Nick, tell |
my readers your choice for a
vacation - Dlsneyland or Las
-‘Vegas?

Nick: Las Vegas! It's rad.
- Mark: Come on, it’s not for
kids; We were there on a

i Tuesday during a school

break and I could count all
the families I saw on one
hand. (Note: Before you write
in to call me a numskull and
point out that during the
school year we shouldn’t
expect kids, we were at
Disneyland the following two
days and it was swarming

. .with families.)

Nick: That just means we
have the whole place to our-

" selves.

Mark: Okay, name some of
the t.hmgs you thought were
“rad.”

Nick: The Luxor arcade.
The coolest I've ever seen.

Mark: In two hours, you
spent more in quarters than a
stneyland Passport costs for

" the day.

Nxck. We both liked t
pirate stuff at the Tre
Island Casino.

Mark: The pyrotechnics
and the pirate ship battle
were good, but don’t forget we -
waited for an hour so we
could view it from the front,

A204
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and you complained you were
being squished to death. Plus
it only lasted five minutes.

Nick: I've got something,
big guy. I can’t wait to go on
that roller coaster on that tall
building. '

Mark: I'm drawing the line
here, Nick. Nowayam I
going to allow you to get on a

roller coaster that’s 1,149 feet
in the air. Wait till you're 18,
or better yet, 21. Case closed.

Nick: Chicken!

Mark: And another thing
about the Stratosphere tower
roller coaster...

‘Nick: Bawk, bawk, bawl,
bawk, bawk. Anyway, I »
thought the amusement park
at the MGM was way cool.

Mark: Remember, though,
we were there in the off sea-
son, not the summer, when
the temperatures rise to over
110 degrees, there are long
lines and you're limited to
just 12 rides. It’s overpriced,
no matter what they charge.
{Currently, you must be over
48 inches tall to go on any of
the rides.)

Nick: You have to admit,
Dad, the MGM building is
awesome. All the buildings
are. _ :

" Mark: You mean I've got a
future architect in the fami-

ly? NOT! You just wanted a .
$20 souvenir from each loca-
tion.

Nick: Well, at least they
offer you something to do
once you're inside.

Mark: Whether,it’s visiting
dinosaurs at Ciré{s' Circus or
viewing the Emerald Forest
in the MGM, cha-ching, cha-
ching, everything cost bucks.
Very little is free. And all the
walking to and from, I've got
blisters....

Nick: You're whining!

Mark: True; but I don't
know what's worse. Blisters
from all the concrete, or our
taxi bill for two days: $148.

Nick: Well, I know some-
thing the big guy really liked-
the buffets.

Mark: Guilty as charged.

Nick: And when | went on
stage during Lance Burton's
Magic Show, not once, but
twice!

Mark: Nick, you couldn't
find a prouder father. Of
course, not everyone scores
front row, center seats and
has a son with the best “pick
me” handwave in his fourth
grade class. Let’s take a
break, Nick.

Elise, the “Sin City” ele-
ment of Las Vegas is still
alive and well, so don’t expect
Vegas to be the “Orlando of
the West.” Example: I took a
solitary walk between the
Flamingo Hilton and the
Luxor, - about one mile — and
1 was approached 47 times
and handed four-color
brochures of fantasy girls,
willing and able, to make my
visit to Las Vegas worth...use
your imagination. With my
wife and Nick in tow, I was

- only approached by nine

handbill distributors. On the
plus side, 38 distributors
respected the institution of
the family, but the visual
effects remained. These circu-
lars are scattered all over the
sidewalk.
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Since our trip to Lost
Wages the Clark County
Commission approved a ban
on the passing out of hand-
bills in Las Vegas. The ban is
targeted primarily at the
aggressive peddlers (smut-
ters) on the Las Vegas Strip
who force-feed fliers, most of
which contain sexually explic-
it ads for call girl services, on
unwilling tourists as they
stroll by. The ban also affects
businesses that hand out ads
in front of their stores along
the strip.

Those needing their carnal
obsessions attended to in Sin
City will still find arousal cir-
culars at newspaper stands-
which are exempt, as are non-
commercial enterprises.

Nick: I'm back. Any other
questions Dad? '

Mark: Sure, one more,
Nick. Your final word on Las
Vegas.

Nick: When can we go
again?

Mark: My final thought,

Aprit 1 -

Elise. Baby strollers and high
rollers don’t mix.

Before I Shuffle: Total
expenditures for two days in
Las Vegas: $739. Disneyland:
$466. This part is directed at
the gaming industry. Guess
how much I gambled (total)

A

when our family went to Las
Vegas? $20. And when the
“Nickster” doesn’t go? Let’s

just say, MORE! Your “family :

theme” idea is way off the
mark. 3
Email your questions to
,winners@uinner.com

TIC 2395

A206




SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

SAN JOSE, CA
SUNDAY 345,384

APR 19 1998
AR 0 A

EURRELLE'S
A .
m S i
R T ...

For more infermation about the sea bat

i Ao

s ‘Mystere, call_Treasure Island, 800-288-729%.

Just turn in at the rearing _
gannons and burning shigs

With ghost-like regularity, an epic
eight-minute pyrotechnic sea

erupts every 90 minutes betw
and 11:30 p.m.. seven day: & week,
in front of Treasure is

Vegaz Stnp.
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. son of a footman’s goat!"
+The ~Britannig’s:- wamning: ‘shat
splashes off the ‘Hispaniola’s bow.
. The pirates “fire back, punching a
hole in the Brinnia’s topsall. -

Mur -shot Batish barrage wrecks .
oy the'Hspaniaias;ieck and brngs |
in.a pieat: villdge dns Buc‘z’zneer dewrthie fiinJmast, crow's festand
Bay amid crashing waves and chat- lookout.Soon.only the'pirate captain

F[oW ?Epectade

tering sea gulls, pirates unload stolen temains on the ship, and he refuses
booty ﬁon\mgnsbl&me ﬂl,;g;mola " _to;ggrre(\der One more British blast
fe, ,ﬁné“ Wthe ft;atﬁ a.mmmunon. khore

;hepxratestokunéndc’ write) ‘the puate captam ‘
“In the name deng}al Bntan swmgsbn ampeto the-bow, grabsa.

nic Majesty, KiﬁSbfwm sm@.ieang«fuse and‘in a last-ditch
you bngands today dovm youramms: effont hghYs hxsxmaxmng{annon

’ : q e gunpawder—storagearea,andaﬁerce
pirates- scramﬁle%d then' battleposts o expkmsn devastates this once:ma-:

and their captam answers with'con- " jestic vcssef Ofﬁcemandmmmmp
oveﬁ: [ biit :he cgp:am stands )

tempt: "ITle'onI'y thing we IV receive -
is your stores, valuables and whatev- - probdiy» as “he'goes down wit
er rum ye.might have on board ye ?shxp beforeyourve:?eyes A2

e ety e L

A S

The' eharge. hits: thie - Britafinia’ s"
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Why ‘Sin City’ calls

itself famil

By Ga S ¢ 2
Beye stamnerhploy \\5 307

LAS VEGAS — Disclaimer:
This list is by no means
complete. I'm including only the
things our young family had
time to do and see in three days.
We'd heard and read about so
many more worthwhile family
artractions which we just
couldn't fit in, like the MGM
Grand Adventures theme park.

Also, you won't find high-
priced shows like Cirque du
Soleil or Siegfried & Roy here,
since this is about budget
vacations. So if you want a
comprehensive tour guide, buy
one or call the Las Vegas
Cohvention and Visitors
Authority, (702) 892-0711.

On the other hand, the good
thing abaqut this list is, it's more
honest than professional tour
guides,

. Excafrbur’s Magic Motion
Machine — This 48-seat
simulator dazzles with visual
effects and sound. They have
four different rides at $3 apiece.
The space race was a bit much
for my 5-year-old, who came out
rather green about the gills; call
(702) 597-7777.

Just outside Excalibur is a
moat, the venue of a fiery -
confrontation between a huge
but fake-looking dragon
venturing from a lair under the
bridge and a robotic Merlin the
Magician. The fire-breathing and

small pyrotechnics may startle
young-uns, but everyone else
finds it pretty campy. It's a good
thing this one's short and free.

8 Caesars Palace Forum
Shops — You'll swear you're
strolling through an ancient
Roman village in spring, thanks
to arched ceilings painted sky-
blue with clouds and special
lighting, plus fountains, columns
and piazzas. About 70 stores and
restaurants.

The really cool thing was the
free animatronic “Atlantis” show
in a village square, where statues
come alive every hour, on the
hour and shoot fire and smoke.
It's by a 50,000-gallon salt water
aquarium. There was supposed
to be another statue show in
another square but they
canceled it when we were there
because a vandal had knocked-
off the head of the main statue;
(702) 893-4800.

Also at Caesars ...

& Omnimax Theatre —
Apparently, there are a few huge
IMAX theaters on the strip. We
wentto this one and saw
“Everest,” taking you over
icefalls, across chasms and to
the summit. The avalanche was
the best part. They have a
second show, “The Living Sea.”
Cost: $7 for adults, $5 for
children under 12. They made us
pay for our 2-year-old but not
our l-year-old; (702) 731-7900.

® Mirage Dolphin Habltat —

y-friendly
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Ordinanly, vou pay $10 and see
this along with the Secret
Garden of Siegfried & Roy’s
white tigers and other exotic
animals. But, we went on
Wednesday, the only day the
garden is closed, so we paid 35
and saw the dolphins only.

You get a nifty-tour with
underwater viewing, and you
can watch eight bottle-nosed
dolphins working with their
trainers. Call for times, (702)
791-7111.

® Manhattan Express at Ne“t
York-New York — I'm not big on
roller coasters, but my wife,
Cathy, is, so I played carnival
games with the kids whiie she
went. And she raved and raved.

You pay $6 and catch it inside
the casino-midway, climb a 203-
foot lift and get ready for an
array of turns, loops, even a 540-
degree spiral.

Personally, I loved the sedate
stroll through a re-creation of a
picturesque corner of the Big
Apple, with narrow streets, all
inside; (702) 740-6969.

s Clfcus Circus — I can't
believe I'm writing this, but they
have this cat show in the center
ring when they’re not doing
circus acts. Have you ever seen a
cat actually do something you
told it to do? It's quite amusing.
All shows are free, 11 am.to
midnight; (702) 734-0410.

Circus Circus was the biggest
thing when we passed through
Las Vegas nine years ago, but
now it ranks among the littlest.
Much better, in our opinion, is
the adjacent ...

s Grafid Slam Canyon Theme
Park — A corkscrew roller
coaster, a flume ride, a 90-foot
waterfall, animated, roaring
dinosaurs, laser tag, arcade — all
under an enclosed, five-acre,
climate-controlled dome. It’s free
to walk around and see the
wonders, but you pay to do

anything more; (702) 794-%939.

s Buccaneer Bay at Tredsure
tsland — I'll be honest, we didn’t

see this one because the wind

came up and they said it was too

dangerous for the pirate actors
to perform. But our friends say
the full-scale, explosive battle is
full of action and dazzling
pyrotechnics sure to please kids
and their parents.

Shows are every 90 minutes

from 4 to 11:30 p.m., every day.

Free; (702) 894-7111.

& MGM'S Rainforest Cate —
Our kids delighted at exotic
birds cawing and elephants
spraying droplets, gorillas
frolicking and leopards lurking,
all under a real-looking tropical
forest canopy. And we didn’t eat
there! If you don't have time for
a meal, just stroll by and watch
for awhile; (702) 893-4800.

) eee S

The next three join to make
part of the Showcase- :
Entertainment & Shopping
Center next to MGM Grand:

a The World of Coca-Cola —
Pay $2, go on a short tour, watch
a real soda jerk making old-time
Coke by mixing syrup and soda
water. At the end comes the real
treat: You get to taste a couple of
dozen different, funky sodas
marketed in different countries
around the world, like South
Korea, Zimbabwe and Brazil.

You can drink as much as you
want, which of course means - .
you'll soon be sickas adog. 1 .
was. :
® M&M World — They say it’s
the only store of its kind, with
dozens of character dispensers
and other merchandise. My wife
bought a bunch of candies in
colors you can't get anywhere
else, like black and gray and
mauve and chartreuse and gold.
Free to enter. :

s Ethel M Chocolates — It's
definitely worth the price: free.
This company apparently owns
M&Ms, but the Ethel M side isn™
much more than a large candy

- store. They do give you a free

piece of chocolate. The better
tour is at the real plant in
Henderson (see below).

TIC 2447

A210

L N

For a break from the Strip,
drive a few short miles to
Henderson to take in the
following factory tours:

® Cranberry World West — No,
they don’t grow cranberries in
the desert. They truck in juice to
this Ocean Spray plant for
processing and redistribution to
western states. The free tour is
interesting, the sampling even
better. .

“You'll get to taste chocolate-
covered cranberries and a bunch
of hard-to-find juice flavors, like
cranberry-apricot and cranberry-
mango and cranberry-lime. The
cranberry fudge isn’t free, but
1t's delicious; (702) 566-7160. In
the same industrial park is ...

8 Famous Brands Intermational
Marshmallows — We got to see
all the machinery in this plant,
but not in action because it was
down for repairs that day. They
still gave us free samples.at the
end; (702) 564-3878.

On your way back to the Strip,
be sure to stop at ...

= Etttel M Chocolates Factory
and Cactus Garden — Don't ask
how the two relate. Just enjoy
the free samples. The tour isn’t
as informative nor as long as
Hershey's in Oakdale, but Ethel
M did give us samples of what
we watched them make, plus
more at the end; (702) 733-2500.

. . [ N X J

Other than the Henderson
factoties, we wandered off the
Strip only for the following two -
attractions, both quite

- worthwhile:, <

@ Masquerade Show In the Sky
at The Rio — High above a
cavernous casino, walls open
and Mardi Gras floats sail slowly

. out on ceiling tracks. Dancers,

singers, musicians, jesters — it's
truly a treat, and it's free.

They toss plenty of cheap
necklaces, which delight the

' kids. We snagged a spot on a

second-floor balcony by showing
up a half-hour early. Shows

. every two hours from 2 p.m.
_through midnight, except

Wednesdays when they take a
break; (702) 252-7776.

® Fremont Street Experience —
The drive through “old” Las
Vegas’ wedding chapel-lined




jﬁ

streets and seedy clubs is worth
it to see this unique downtown
! promenade. Be sure to go after
dark, to see one or more
- spectacular light and sound
shows. They come alive through
more than two million lights
arching over the entire four-
’ block walk, blocked off to traffic.
and run on the hour through 11
p.m., midnight on Fridays; (702)
678-5777.
* Bee staff writer Garth Stapley
! can be reached at 578-2390. '

L

' ' " The Associated Press
. Typically, that isn't a meteor hole in the LuXor hotel-casino; Iit's
a vinyl overiay put there to promote the movie ‘Armageddon.”
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Laughlin & Primm

Shows
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Arizona Charlies - 740 S. Decatur Blvd

- See Also Concents

Bally’s

- Jubilee - Sun. - Thur. 8pm; Tues.-Thurs.
. & Sat. Add 11 pm show: Dark Fri. - $50

el tax - (702) 739-4567

* See Also Concerts

Boardwalk-Holiday Inn

* Mr. Dixie Dooley's World of the Unrcal

Magic Show - A Magic show for all ages,

including Houdini's legendary “Walking

Through a Brick Wali” Nlusion - Tues.-

Sun. 4pm & 5:30, $8.95+1ax (5.00+tax

child under 12) - (702) 730-3194

* The Dream King w/ Trent Carlini - As

close as you can get to Elvis, the King of

Rock ‘n Roll - Tues.-Sun. 8:30pm; $19.95

+ lax {under 12 free)- (702) 730-3194

* The Boardwalk Comedy Club - (Closing

Feb 3, 1998) Two 10 Three Comedians

Nightly - Tues.-Sun. 9:00pm; $12.95+wax

(incl. one drink) - (702) 730-3194 ]

* The Lighthouse Disco - Lighthouse

Lounge - Tues.-Sun. - no cover charge

Boofntown - 3333 Blue Diamond Rd

* South of the West: Song and Dance Revuye

- Tues.-Sun. 3pm & Spm Bourbon Street

= "Laffs Vegas Tonight” - Tues.-Sun.

8:30pm & 10:30 p.m.- (702) 737-7200

" Caesars Palace

* Omnimax Theatre - “Thrill Ride - The
Science of Fun" - Using the full effect of
large format, omnimax film, this new ultj-
mate ride film puts every member of the
audience in the front seat of some of the
wildest rides ever created while teaching
the scientific process behind the making
of the rides. Starting with a 17th century
wooden ice slide and progressing through
modern motion simulator rides and even
to asimulated ride on the Stratosphere s Big
Shotand Busch Garden's Kumba and Monty
roller coasters. - Every 70 minutes: 2pm-
10:10pm (2:00, 3:10, 4:20, 5:30, 6:40, 7:50,
9:00, 10:10) Sun-Thurs; additional shows
11:40am, 11:20pm & 12:50pm, Fri-Sat- $5-
$7 - (702) 731-7333 - 800-445-4544

» "Caesars Magical Empire" - dining,
magic acts and catacombs!, 4:30 p.m.-
11:30 p.m., $65-875 for dinner perfor-
mances. Free guided tours every 15 min-
utes, ll1am-4pm starting from the Magical
Empire entrance.

* Race for Atantis - the first IMAX 3D
motion simulator thrill ride in a high-tech,
high-res computer generated animation for-
mat. Combines an Atlantis themed environ-
ment with a stunning chariot race through
the legendary kingdom. $9.50 aduits, $6.75°
under 12 or over 55; 38 residents)

* See Also Concerts

Continental - 4100 Paradise Rd (and

C
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Flamingo)

- “Healwave™ - A high encrgy dance show
stamng Karin Denise. 10pm Tucs.-Sat.;

Tues-Wed. add 8pmi show: FA-Sat add Mid-

night show. 8pm shows are covered, 10pm

and Midnight shows are topless, S19.95 plus

ux. Jukebox Theatre. (702) 597-5970

+ Club Continental (2nd floor) - Featuring

America’s Lounge King: Cook E. Jarrev-

ery Fri-Satin May - 737-5555

Debbie Reynold Hotel, Casino & Movie

Museum - 305 Convention Center Dr

« Debbie Reynolds Show - Dancers and Im-

pressionists imitate famous stars - Mon-

Fri 7:.30pm; $39.95 (incl. two drinks)

« The Kenny Kerr Show - 10:00pm Tues. -

Sat. + 7:30pm Sat., $21.95 incl tax - (702)

733-2243 )

« The Michae! Larocca Show - 8:30pm

Tues-Sat., $14.95 incltax - (702) 734-0711

Edgewater - Laughlin

« Kokopeili's Lounge - 4/28-5/3: Danny

Gale; 5/5-5/17: Wild at Heart; 5/19-5/31:

Soul'd QOut; 6/2-6/14: Cornell Gunter's

Coasters; 6/16-6/28: Perfect Choice

Excalibur

- King Arthurs's Tournament - Nightly 6
& 8:30 pm - Dinner show: $29.95 include
dinner, tax, and gratuity- (702) 597-7600
- An Evening in Vienna (formerly: Sym-
phony in White) - Royal Lipizzaner Stal-
lions - Thur.-Tues. 2pm; Sat.-Sun. add noon
show too - $7.95, $5.95 Srs and Children
under 12 - 597-7777

‘e

Flamingo Hilton

* The Great Radio City Spectacular w/ the
Rocketies -Sat-Thurs two times cach
cvening 7:45 pm (dinner show S44-56+1ax)
& 10:30 pm (cocktail show $36 +tax) cx-
cept Fri, (702) 733-3333

* Forcver Plaid - 50's & 60's Revicw -
Nightly 7:30 & 10pm Except Mon. -
$19.95 +tax (702) 733-3333

Gold C()/zlst ‘

* A Musical Tributc 1o Paisy Cline - star-
ring Sharon Haynes and the world famous
Jordanaires. 8pm, 1998 datcs: 3/11-3/29;
4/17-5124;6/3-7/4;7/15-8/2; 8/19-9/20; 9/

30-11/15

= Sorta Dixic Jazz Band - Mon.-Fri. noon-
6 pm, NC - (702) 367-7111

> Tropical Splash - Live Music, Fri.-Sat.,
Ipm-3am ($5.00 cover incl. | drink)

+ Larry Taylor D.J. (Big Band & Pop) -
Sundays 1pm -Spm; Tucsdays 7:30pm

- 11:30pm - (702) 367-7111 - $5.00

* East Lounge - 9pm -3am (Dark Monday)
10/14-10/26: Jukcbox Saturday Nite; 10/
28-11/2: Phlash

« West Lounge - 9pm-3am Sun, Mon, Thurs,
Fri & Sat 10pm-4am (Dark Tucs & Wed) -
10/16-10/27: Robi Tumer/Stolen Faces

» West Lounge (indefinite) - Karaoke - Tucs

~ 8pm-lam

* Scc Also Concerts

Goldén Nugget

- Country Fever - Country Singer Imper-
sonators - Nightly 7:00 & 9:45pm except
Fri. - (702) 386-8100 - $25.00, Includes
munchies and a pitcher.

» The Doveiko Acrialists - Stars of the
Moscow Circus - On the Fremont Strect
Experience Promenade - Monday-Saturday
4:30pm, 5:30pm, 6:30pm, 7:30pm, Free

Admi}sion. Info:(702) 385-7111.
Harrah's )

+ Spellbound - Nightly 7:30 & [0pm ex-
cept Sun. - $3<.95+ax/tip, incls | drink -
(702) 369-5111 or (702) 369-5222 (info)
+ An Evening at The Improv - Various Co-
medians - Tues.-Sun. 8§ & 10:30pm -
Sl 5.3_5/—(702) 369-5111 or (702) 369-5000
Imperial Palace .

+ Legends in Concert - Famous Singer/Ac-
tor Impersonators - Nightly 7:30pm &
10:30pm except Sun. - $29.50 incl. 2 drinks
(Children under 12: $14.75) - (702) 794-
3261 or (800) 351-7400x5

» Hawaiian Luau and Polynesian Revue - a
colorful music and dance revue that captures
the heart of Hawaii - Tues & Thurs. ONLY,
7:00pm - $24.95 incl. Hawaiin dinner buf-
fet - (702) 794-3261 or (800) 351-7400x5
Las Vega‘s./Hillon

« Starlight Express - Final show: Nov. 30,
1997 - Sat.-Thur.- 7:30; on Tues., Thur., Sat.
& Sun. Add 10:30 show - $21.25-349.50 -
1-800-STARLIGHT or (702) 732-5755
Maxim - 160 E Flamingo Ave

+ Comedy Magic - w/Nick Lewin - Mon.-
Sat. Ipm & 3pm - $8.25+tax/tip -
$10.25+tax/tip(w/ buffet) - 731-4300

-+ Comedy Max - Changing Comedians -

Nightly 7:00 & 9 pm - $13.90+tax/
tip(cocktail show) - S$17.45(buffet
show)+tax/tip’- 731-4300 -

» Guys Will Be Dolls - a female imperson-
ator revue, Nightly. at 8 & 10 p.m,, (begins
6/9/96) (price not released yet) ,734-8550
MGM Grand,

* EFX - The $40 million special effects ex-
travaganza! Starring David Cassidy. Many
shows sold out; Tues-Satat 7:30 & 10:30 -
$64+tax /(children 5-12: 32+tax) - (702)
891-7870 0or (702) 891-7777;
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The Mirage

-Sicgfricd fe Roy - Fri-Tues. at 7:30 &
tipm (Dark: 11/25-12/24) - $89.35 Incl
2 drinks & a souvenir program - (702)
792-7777

» See Also Concerts

The Mor\/te Carlo

- Lance Burton - Tues.-Sat. 7:30pm &
10:30pm -
730-700_9 or 800-311-8999

New York-Mew York

- Michael Flately's Lord of the Dance -
Tues.- Wed. & Fni.-Sat. 7:30pm & 10:30pm;
Thurs. 9pm - $50-360, (702) 740-6815
O’Sheas

« More Magic w/ Valentine Vox - Tues.-
Sat. at 11:30, 1:30, 3:00, and 4:30

- $9.95 for adults and $3.00 for children
(Incl | drink and pass to museum) - (702)
737-1343

Orleans

- Bourbon Street Cabaret - -Orleans Pa-
rade Band (Vocals/Strolling Jazz Quarter)
- Indcfinite: Dark SatSun

. Se,e\/’}lso Under Concerts - (702) 365-7075
Rio Suites Hotel & Casino - 3700 W Flamingo
- Danny Gans:"Man of Many Voices”
Wednesday - Sunday 8p.m., $60 includes
2 drinks, 252-7776

Riviera

- An Evening at La Cage w/ Frank Marino

- Nightly 7:30pm & 9:30 pm except Tues.
. €37 QK (Tnrl D Arnka) - SIRIA(VIPY -

3

$£34.95-539.95 incl tax, (702)

(702) 794-9301 or (702) 794-9433

+ Crazy Girls - Topless Revue - Nightly
8:30 & 10:30pm, except Mon., Add Mid-
night show on Saturdays, §21.36-26.16 -
(702) 794-9433 .

- Riviera Comedy Club - Nightly 8 & 10
pm: Fri. & Sat. 11:45pm also - $14.95-
24.00+tax/tip, Incls 2dnnk (702) 794-9433
- Splash 11, Voyage of a Lifetime - Nightly
7:30pm (family show) & 10:30 pm (adult
show) - $39.50-$49.50+tax, incls | drink -
(702) 477-5274 or 794-9433

Sahara Hotel

.+ Ticketing: 702-737-2111

- See Concerts

Sam%’l'own

- Sunset Stampede - daily 2:00pm, 6:00pm.
8:00pm & 10:00pm, Free Laser Light and
Water Spectacular

San Remo

. Showgirls of Magic w/ Magician Kevin

James - Tues.-Sun. 8pm (family show) &

10:30pm (adult show), $19.95+tax; incl 1
drink - (702) 597-6028 or (702) 739-9000
Santa Fe - 4949 North Rancho Drive

- Ticketing and/or Info: 702-658-4900

» See Concerts

Sheraton Desert Inn

- Ticketing: 702-733-4566

- See Concerts

Stardust

« Enter the Night (currently starring Dor-
othy Hamill Thru 8/30)- Tues.,
Weds., Thurs., & Sat. 7:30pm & 10:30pm;
Sun. & Mon. 8pm - $39.85, Incl. tax, one
drink & tip - (702) 732-6325 (ticket office)
or (702) 732-6111

Stratospherc

« “American Superstars” - Nightly 7 &
10p.m., except Thur,, $22.95 + tax, 16.95
children under 12, 380-7711

- Viva Las Vegas - An Exciting Afternoon
Revue - Daily 2pm & 4pm, dark Sun,,
$10+tax, (702) 380-7711 or 380-7777

- Tap Dogs - Six Men, rock n Roll & Tap
dancing... - Tues.- Sun. 8:00pm &
10:00pm, $24.95+tax, (702) 380-7711

- Bobby Dickerson - Tues-Sat. 8pm-lam -
Top of the World Lounge (In the tower)
Treasure Island -

- Buccaneer Bay Batile - Entertaining for
the whole family. Watch the British battle
the pirates and canonball the outdoor bay
to smithereens! - FREE - Sun-Thur:
4:00pm, 5:30pm, 7:00pm, 8:30pm,

' 10:00pm; Fri-Sat: 4:00pm, 5:30pm,

7:00pm, 8:30pm, 10:00pm, 11:30pm

‘. Mystere (Cirque du Soleil) - Wed!l.-Sun

7:30pm & 10:30pm; Certain Dates Ex-
cepted - $69.85 (Children under 12: half

. price) - (702) 894-7722 or (702) 8947111

or (702) 392-1999

Tropicana

- Comedy Stop - Changing Commedians -
Nightly 8 & 10:30pm - $14.30 Incl 2 drinks
-(702) 739-2714 or (702) 739-2358

- Folies Bergere - Nightly 8pm & 10:30pm
Except Thurs - $45-55(Dinner) + tax; Incl
2 drinks - (702) 739-2411

« The Illusionary Magic of Rick Thomas -

Showtimes 2pm & 4pm, Except Fridays,
$12.95-17.95 Westward Ho -Hurray
America - (Currently starring Marty Allen
and Karon Kate)- Nightly except Wed &
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Sat. - $12.95 + tax; - (702) 731-2900

1

Concerts/Performances/
Headliners

* Sep 17-Oct 15 - David Copperfield -
Caesars Palace

= Sep 27-Oct 10 - Righteous Brothers - Or-
leans, $36.95&up+ tax, 8pm

* October 6 - Maynard Ferguson - Riviera
* October 9 - John Berry - Sunset Station
+ Oct 9-Oct 11 - Don Rickles - Sheraton
Desert Inn ‘

+ October 10 - Alabama - Las Vegas Hilton
+ October 10 - Blackhawk - Sunset Station
*+ Oct 13-Oct 18 - Neil Sedaka - Orleans,
$29.95+ tax, 7pm

* October 16 - Celine Dion - “Let's Talk
About Love” Tour - Thomas & Mack
Arena, 7:30 p.m., $36.25, $46.25, $56.25,
$76.25, $101.25

» Oct 23-Oct 24 - World Class Rockers -
. Maxim . '

+ Oct 23-Oct 24 - Jackie "The Joke Man”
Martling - Riviera

» Oct 23-Oct 25 - Golden Boys Frankie
Avalon, Fabian, Bobby Rydell - Orleans,
$44.95&up + tax, 7pm

+ Oct 27-Nov | - Smothers Brothers - Or-
‘leans, $24.95+ tax, 7pm

» Oct 29-Nov | - Rita Rudner - Sheraton
Desert Inn

» Oct 29-Nov | - Legends of Motown -
Marvelettes, Temptations, Mary Wilson -

Caesars Palace

« Oct 29-Nov 4 - Anne Murray - Bally’s

» November 3 - David Benoit - Riviera

» Nov 6-Nov 7- Tommy Davidson - Riviera
« Nov 12-Nov 15 - Huey Lewis & The
News - Caesars Palace

- Nov 14 - Kansas - Maxim

- Nov 16-Nov 19 - The X-Rated Fantasy
Revue - Riviera

» Nov 20-Nov 22 - Drew Carey - Caesars

Palace

~» Nov 21 - Doug Kershaw - CasaBlanca,

(Mequite, NV), FREE, 7pm &9pm

‘s Dec 4-Dec 6 - Bryan White - Sheraton

Desert Inn )

» December 7 - David Kersh - PaJace Station

» December 9 - Tracy Byrd - Boulder Station
«.December 10 - Tracy Adkins - Sunset
Station’

« Dec 10-Dec 12 - Charlie Daniels Band -

Sheraton Desert Inn
« Dec 10-Dec 13- Clint Black - Caesars

- Palace

« Dec 11-Dec 13 - River Dance - MGM

Grand ,
« Dec 31-Jan 2 - Peter Frampton - Maxim

Coming Events
« Oct 6-Oct 1] - Jaycee State Fair -

Cashman Field Center
+ Oct 10 - World Championship Chili

‘Cookoff - Fremont Street Experience

» Oct 10-Oct 11 - Supercross US Open -

MGM Grand Gardens
«Nov 7-April 15, 1999 - Treasures of Rus-

-sia - The Largest collection of Russian

History ever to be exhibited in the United
States, the famed Romanov-dynasty trea-
sures are 10 be exhibited - The Rio Suite ;.
Hotel & Casino, adm. $7-512 [ g
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Vegas Viliralzs With Excitement

BRI/
i 8 Las Vegas is a one-of-a-kind experience. Get

a grip on some of the things to see and do

R during your visit to Nevada’s crown jewel.

? l-'-.?:"*l . SRR

G o Ny %ﬁ:, TR Tl T
The famous Vepas Strip overwhaims visitors with spec-

tacular lights, satsrtainment and gambling galors.

By Scott Goldfine

icture yourself in a lush, tropical setting,
relaxing on a sandy-white beach and
soaking up the rays while being soothed , . \ y
by the sound of crystal-clear waves as The Bellaglo offers Hadmrnu -style
they gently brush against the shore. slegance and houses # gallery of fine art.
Are you in Hawaii? Perhaps Florida? The
Caribbean? Wrong! You're in Las Vegas!
Forget the Pacific and Atlantic. There's a brand-new coast
and it's inlznd at the Mindalay Bay Hotel and Casino, which is
set to open its doors, and beach, this March. It's the latest in
the stream of spectacular multimiltion-doliar, theme
hotel/casinos in the City of Lights.
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'-/Bellagio Resort,

Another fancy
new hotel is the

which creates an
elegant European
ambience and
features more
than a thousand
soaring fountains
that flow into a

centrally located -
lake. The Bellagio Spectators assemble In droves for the ﬂashy pr-

boasts a gallery rotechnics of Treasure Island’s Buccaneer Bay.

of fine art with original works by Monet, van Gogh, Picasso
and many others.

Excalibur is among the established hotel/casinos that
should not be missed. The medieval-theme hotel features
“King Arthur's Tounament,” an original musical production
adapted from the legend of King Arthur. It includes real joust-
ing and sword fighting.

° You'l be exclaiming, “Shiver me timbers!” when you get a load

of the barrage of cannon and musket fire at Treasure Island. A
pyrotechnic battie takes place every 90 minutes in the hotel's
Buccaneer Bay.

Experience geotogical fury at The Mirage, where a 54-foot
volcano erupts and spews smoke and fire 100 feet above the
lagoons below. Other Mirage attractions include Dolphin Habi-

tat, White Tiger Habitat and
Siegfried & Roy.

Take a bite out of the Big
Apple without ever venturing
east of the Colorado River at the
New York-New York Hotel and
Casino. Besides recreating down-
town Manhattan, the faclity of-
fers the entertainment of Michael
Ratley's “Lord of the Dance.”

Step night up for family fun
at Circus Circus, the world's
largest permanent circus. The
center stage is highlighted by
world-renowned live circus acts
performing free everyday.

All hail the Moody Blues, who will be in concert at Caesar's
Palace March 3-7. The famous Roman-decorated hotel/casino’s
Circus Maximus Showroom will also feature the sounds of
country superstar Wynonna -

March 10-14.

The mysteries of the pyra-
mids await visitoys at the
Egyptian-themeLuxor Hotel
and Casino. The Luxor’s at-
tractions include IMAX® 30
theater, a realistic motion
theater, Sega Virtualand, and
The Tomb and Museum of
King Tutankhamun. . ; :

Thrill-seekers will not want  About 30 miles south of Las

to miss the Big Shot accelera-  Yegas, Hoover Dam Is wondrous
tion ride and High Roller roller architectural achievement that

features tours dally.
coaster at the Stratosphere.
The High Roller is the world's highest roller coaster, starting 909
feet above the ground.

Other fun attractions include Hard Rock Café, Liberace Muse-
um, Guinness World of Records Museum and Planet Hollywood.

Points of interest away from the clamor of slot machines -
include: Hoover Dam; Bonnie Springs/Old Nevada; Red Rock
Canyon and Kyle Ranch.,

There's definitely no shortage of things to do in L.as Vegas.
The city’s much-publicized no-response policy for alarms
clearly hasn't carried over to leisure, where its responsiveness
to the escapist desires of tourists is unsurpassed. Oh yes,
there's also gambling.

For more information, visit the Las Vegas Leisure Guide Web
site at www.pcap.com. Photographs were provided courtesy of
the Las Vegas News Bureau.

Tic 2509
A217




ANTELOPE VALLEY PRESS

PALMDALE, CA
FRIDAY 52,034
FEB 12 1999

RN R

Bu, LLE'S
wm 1

..zebb  § RN

S —Bo & ?
 For information on hote
.reservations, room rates or
| _special events, call the hotel
“directly. Although the Valley
Press attempts to give its [
. readers the most up-to-date [§
information available, this
information is . subject to N
| | BALLY'S—Geoeraﬂ-
in, through March 3; *Jubleel.”
indefinitety (da:anday) (702)
730-4567. . <
| | BELLAGlO—CﬂQLBdU,
Soleil's "0O".(dark Wednesday,
Thursday). (702) 693-7722. -
8 BOOMTOWN — Nighty
shows. (702) 263-7277 -or

 (800) 588-7711. -8

m BOULDER snmou‘ : - .
== (702) 432-7777. * RUN AWAY WITH THE CIRCUS - "Mysters* asfwbymemnmmm
‘@ BUFFALO BILL'S - MSWmSoﬁei snnmgatTm%nlslandanVegas S -

Carolee's Comedy. Ciub, each
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Pleasures of the Strip lure.
f Bay Area weekend travelers

‘Stories by Chad Jones
B STAFF WRITER
AS VEGAS used to be a Rat Pack den of iniquity, a
squaltd desert baven for high rollers, inebriated
newlyweds and Elvis fanatics. .
A lot has changed in the half century since
Bugsy Siegel erected the Sands Casino at the
southern p of Nevada. Las Vegas is the newly renovated
playground of the West, home of exploding volcanoes, lush
" resorts, swashbuckling pirate
- ships, high-class circuses. roller
GET AW AY coasters, Broadway shows, fine
art and — here's the maglc ingre-
dient — fun for the whole family.
Folks from the Bay Area, like most urban centers on

thing for everybody on the Strip these days. from the de-

R luxe environs of the new o hotel complete with
Picasso and van Gogh palntings. e shimmering plea-
: sures of not one, but two, superb Cirque du Solell shows.

Only an hour and 15 minutes away by plane, Vegas of-
fers a viable weekend getaway for Bay Area dwellers of all
T ages in needrof a little high-powered sensory overload.

The La¥ Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority tracks

visitors to the city and reports that in 1997, nearly 1 mil-

* . lion came from the Bay Area alone. That figure is expected

T to increase by 25 to 30 percent when 1998 statistics are

compliled. . :

_ Thereare lots of good reasons make a weekend dash'to

Vegas. Heck, some people still go there to gamble. But

- perhaps the best reason to journey through the
Vegas landscape — where Egyptian pyramids, the New

* York skyline. and an under-construction Eiffel Tower rise
from sagebrush — is to see the kind of theater you can't
see anywhere else. o '

D Please see Las Vegas, LIVING4

the West Coast, are more and more drawn to the new-and-
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- Vegas: Bay Area drawn

to playgrou

Continued from LIVING-1

" Las Vegas 1s all about razzle
dazzle, and that's Just what the
big castno productions offer. Of
the hot-ticket shows now run-

, the two best are from
Cirque du Solell. The newly re-
vamped "EFX" at the MGM
Grand starring Tommy Tune is
also fun In a cheesy, old-fash-
joned Vegas way.

Highbrow circus

Beloved in the Bay Area,
where Cirque has been erecting
its tent for the last decade, this
Montreal-based troupe has two
permanent attractions in Las

“Vegas: "Mystere,” which opened
in 1993 at Treasure Island, and
0" at Bellagio, which opened
last October.

“Mystere” is more like the
Cirque shows we've seen here in
Oakland, San Jose and San
Franctsco: colorful circus acro-
batics infused with live music
and heart-stopping skill.

“O" on the other hand, is a
complete original, It is every-
thing we've come to assoclate .
with Cirque and then some. All
of the-acts occur entirely tn, on
and over water. Take the
beauty, grace and daring of any
Cirque spectacle and multiply it
by 10. That will give you some
idea of the power and spectacle
of*0.” . '

That's not to take anything -
away from ~Mystere,” which is
the more affordable of the two
shows (if you can call nearly
§70 affordable) and the one that
will probably intrigue children
the most.

~ from “Saltimbanco,” is the

Crafty clowns

At 90 minutes, “Mystere” Is
nonstop enjoyment. Even before
the show has officially started,
clown Benny Le Grand wanders
around the Treasure Island

" Theater and plays tricks on au-

dience members trying to find
thelr seats. ‘

The clowns {n "Mystere” are a
real highlight. Espectally fun is
Francots Dupuls as a b‘%_ no,
make that enormous — baby.
Dupuis pops up Intermittently
throughout the show, gurgling,
cooing and crying his way
through some hilarious stunts
involving a glant rubber ball, a
precipitous crawl along a plank
high above the stage and a
random member of the audi-
ence he likes to call “papa.”.

Director Franco Dragone has
been at the helm of all Cirque
du Soleil shows, and what he
has created in “Mystere” {s sort
of a greatest hits package incor-
porating the best acts from past
shows with new costumes, sets
and music by Rene Dupere and
Benoft Jutras.

Among the retwrning acts is
Mikhall Matorin and his aerial’
cube. First seen in “Alegria,”

Matorin is suspended from a

rope and swung around the au-
ditorium as he performs tn and
around the framework of a giant
metal box. Because the Trea-
sure Island Theater s bigger
than the tent used on the road,
Matorin is lifted even higher off
the stage and his act {s even
more breathtaking.

Another favorite, this one -

e

nd of the West

bungee trapeze act. Six women
execute an aerial ballet as they
Jump from trapeze swings high
above the stage and bounce
through the atr on bungee
chords attached to their waists.

As beautlful as it is, this Is
one of those acts that appears
too dangerous to watch without
peeping through your fingers —
Just {n case,

Pole land _

. The amazing, gravity-defying
pole jumpers that have been
seen {n past shows are back
with a new and improved act
that tnvolves a small troupe of
Jumpers doing their ona
tower made of poles. A larger
troupe of 20 costurned acrobats
fills the back of the stage and
does a simultaneous pole-
Jjumping act of its own.

Before it's over; “Mystere”
hauis out two astonishing
muscle men brothers, a corps
of rousing Tailko drummers, a
squad of gymnastic seesaw
jumpers and trampoline
bouncers, anaerial high bar act
that looks like a gold-medal .
competition from the Olympics
in the year 2084 and a glant in-
flatable sea snail that brings the
finale to a rousing close.

The-great accomplishment of
“Mystere” is that it stops just

short of being overwhelming.
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Leaving for
Las Vegas 0

Getting to Las Vegas from
the Bay Area is as easy as
calling up any of the major -

girlines and booking a ticket
Access from all Bay Area air- |
ports — Oakland, Sen Jose
and San Francisco —is con-
stant, and some of the car-
riers even offer package deais
that include airfare, accom-
modations and a rental car.

Recent round-rip airfare
from the Bay to Vegas has
run around $200, but that
~ price veries according to sea-

- sonal demend.

For discount room reserva-
tions, & good option is Las
Vegas Hotel Reservation
Services. Call (800) 728-4106.
The Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority also
has a reservations depart-
ment; Call (800) 332.5333
Monday through Saturday
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and
Sunday from 8:30 am. to 6
p.m. .

For more information
about Las Vegas attractions,
activities and tours, contact
the Las Vegas Visitor Informa- -
tion Center at (702) 892-7575.

for folks hooked up o the

imemet, all Vegas arrange-
ments can be made with the
click of a mouse at www.as-
vegas.com=This comprehen-

" sive site allows you to book
rooms &t the most popular
hotels, arrange show tickets,

organize tours to nearby |
Hoover Dam or the Grand
Canyon and make dinner res- |
ervations at the eatery of your \
choice. !
Other good online options

are www.lasvegas24hour-
s.com, sponsored by the Las
Vegas Convention and Vist-

. tors Authority, and the Las

Vegas Chamber of Com-

merce site, www.lvcham-
ber.com. Both sites offer

abundant consumer and

travel information.

The shows
-“Mystere” at Treasure Island

8 Shows are at 7:30 and
10:30 p.m. nightly except
Monday and Tuesday

W Tickets are $69.85

m Call (800) 392-1999

) “0" at the Bellagio

m Shows are at 7:30 and
11 p.m. nightly except
Wednesday and Thursday

B Tickets are $100 and $30
. @ Call (888) 488-7111

“EFX" at the MGM Grand

@ Shows are at 7:30 and
10:30 p.m. nightly except
Sunday and Monday

B Tickets are $70 and

" $49,50 and $35 for children
-~ ages 51012

B Call (800} 928-1111

All three shows are family
friendly and are probably best ..
for kids ages 5 and older. !

TIC 2522

A22]




-——

Broadway star
Tommy Tune
(left) brings
old-tashioned
star quality to
“EFX" at the. -
MGM Grand, "'}
while Cirque
du Soleil's
water-based
spectacle “O”
(top right)
features
divers and
swimmers at
the Bellagio.
“Mystere”
(right) boasts
more
traditional
Cirque
delights at
Treasure
Island.

HOW TO GET THERE, AND WHATTO DO, SEE LIVI
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She saw him exult when wmmngs pxled thh She saw
-him weep when they vanished, :+>;; . -,
Many knew Judge Stephen Mtrrettx in hxsblack robe at
Tempe City Court.:Donna Farar- knew him'in"a“ play-.»
_ground of pulsing lights and big money : '
:Farar said she' was errettx s compamon on equent i
Jet hops to Las Vegas. She was ‘greeted by limousines and *
. ‘ushered into plush hotels.’ 'And she ‘was Wwith the Judge ,
when he played blackjack witha ‘studied- eyt
=i Today,“Mirretti “is" ‘caught in ‘a” ‘roiling” stew ‘of ‘state
probes He resigned suddenly Feb. 3, citing healthfand
famlly reasons, and his court records were seized.
Investxgators ‘are’ combmg through those records" to ;|
determme if any court funds made their way to the Vegas ,
Strip.. i ; ;
»Farar doesn ‘know, k
SLf ted to descnbe the Judge s other hfe Farar an attrac- -
- tive' Scottsdale attorney’. who specxahzes in dxvorce law
%said she and the judge were ‘close friends. -
-4 She first met the judge —who lives with his aﬂmg wife
-in Tempe — when considering an investment in a Vir- :
E gxma based soda borthng operatlon called Consumer’s'

i

}
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Mirretti
From page A1

‘Choice Inc. Farar wanted to
know Mirretti’s opinion of the
company and he persuaded her
to invest in the firm that pro-
‘mised regular dividends, she
said.

She invested $10,000. Her par-
ents also invested $40,000.

But when the dividend checks

stopped coming, Farar called
Mirretti. He promised to see
what he could do to solve the
problem, she said. It was hope-
less.
" The founder of Consumer’s
Choice, ex-convict John Saba-
tino, was paying dividends from
early investors with money he
got from later investors. Saba-
tino pleaded guilty to wire fraud
in U.S. District Court and awaits
an April 21 sentencing.

Mutual legal consultations
. Farar and Mirretti -

other on their legal remedies,
Farar saxd )

Eventually, Mirretti

the nature of the business.
That was early October.

*- During the next three months,

Mirretti would log 20 hours and

47 minutes on the phone in 176

calls to Farar that are docu-

mented on city phone bills from’
the judge’s mobxle and two office -

phones.

"‘Mirretti first mvned Farar to

became
friends as they consulted each ;

invited
Farar to create a business of ,’
their own, but she never was told ‘

Las Vegas on Oct. 10 for a meet-
ing with two potential business
associates. _
The trip included a two-bed-
room suite with a Jacuzzi,
French doors and two bath-
rooms, apparently compliments
of the Mirage Hotel.
. A chauffeur in a bronze limou-
sine met Mirretti and Farar at the
airport.
" The driver knew Mirretti, a big
tipper, and they talked like old
friends, Farar said.
- One chauffeur, whose home
phone was on Mirretti's calling
log, remembers the judge
fondly.
- “He's one hell of a gentle-
man,” Don Storer said. “He’s not
like the average guy I drive in the
fimo.”

A familiar figure in Vegas

- Mirretti evoked similar emo-
tions from nearly every casino
worker¢Farar met. Dealers, bell-
hops and cashiers all seemed to
know the judge well, she said.
"They seemed genuinely fond of
him. Steve was fun to be with.”

. That night, the judge's busi-
ness associates called to say they
couldn’t meet for dinner, so Mir-
retti took Farar to the casino.
_The judge deposited checks in
his account for about $35,000 at .
the cashier's cage and got a
marker for that amount, she
recalled.

In this and future trips, Mir-
retti picked a blackjack table and
asked that the minimum wager-
ing limit for the table be raised
from $25 to $500, Farar said.

HILL .vc KNOWLTON

Judge Stephen Mirretti
is ‘one hell of a gentle-
man. He’s not like the
average guy | drive in
the limo.’
' — Don Storer
chauffeur

The judge liked to -play alone
and high stakes drove other play-
ers from his table, she said.

Mirretti traded his marker for
$1,000 and $500 chips. When the
dealer had trouble computing
Mirretti’s winnings, the judge
politely told him to think of $500
as if it was $5 the math is nearly
the same. -

The Judge put the dea]er at‘
ease with stories of his marathon :
runs, blingee jumps, skydiving :
and kickboxing, Farar said. Win
or lose, he always thanked the -
dealer for a game.

That_ fxrst stay in Las Vegas
was cuf;short after four hours .
when Mirrétti got an emergency
call. His: w1fe Anne, was m pre-
mature labor. ) ' /

According . to Mxrrems court
mobile phone -bill, four: phone'

calls were:made that night from
Las Vegas between 12:17 and
1:20 a.m. to Scottsdale Memonal
Hospltal ‘

Judge made weekday jaunts
During the. months . that fol-
lowed, Farar said she accompan-
ied Mirretti on several trips to
Las Vegas, usually in the middle
of the week. It was a time when

© a city audit was uncovering!

numerous problems in court '
operations. = ]
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Many of the same problems
were identified three years ear-
lier but never corrected by Mir-
retti.

Farar said she didn’t think it
strange Mirretti left work so fre-
quently, because he told her he
was on vacation or personal
leave.

-Even then, he would some-
times use his mobile phone to
call his secretary Edith Ross °
from the casino, Farar said.
According to Mirretti's cellular
phone bills, the judge made
seven calls from Las Vegas to the !
court in 1993 . '

Gambhng commando rmds’

The judge once told Farar on
one of their “commando raids”
‘to Las Vegas that he was missing!
a boring judge’s meeting. Com-.
mando raid was his term for get-l
ting in and out of Vegas quxck
she said. :

On a given day, Farar sald she .
and the judge would catch an
early-morning . flight to .. Las
Vegas, spend an hour playing '
cards at Treasure Island or the
Mirage, go shopping, eat lunch,
catch a flight and be home by 5
p.m., Farar said.

Farar remembers once stuffmg
40 hologrammed gamblmg chips !
worth $5,000 each in her denim
jacket and going to dinner. . .|

“It didn't make me nervous,’
Farar said. “It was kind of funny
cruising around with that kmd of
negotiable - matenal
pocket.” .. : s
' Dunng that txme Farar
‘leavmg a law ﬁrm and semng upi |
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‘Mirretti was. dismayed,
distraught ‘and angry
with himself. He was
overwhelmed by the
amount he was behind.
He didn't feel Iike he

\could make it up.’
— Donna Farar
‘Scottsdale attorney

g
her own practice in Scottsdale.
The frequent trips consumed a
lot of time. The discussions
about possible business deals led
‘nowhere.
Her last tnp to Las' Vegas con-
vinced her to get out.

During that trip, on Dec. 30 -

and 31, Farar'saw a Mirretti she - .
' ‘was summoned " by : a “loud

-speaker to Mirretti's table. She

hadn't seen before. It upset her.

Unlike previous trips, she said
Mirretti remained anchored at
rhe blackjack tables for hour

Eards turn cold; losses mount

fter hour. Even when he grew_' :

M¥red and couldn’t concentrate,

ese kept playing, placing higher -

lued chips into play than usual

nd losing his temper “with .#

LfLalers she said.”

;He was losing big. He started
pith about $200,000 and when:

£ lost that amount he had
nother $200,000 wired in.

{Eventually he had placed into’

pcount more than $800,000 and

ras down to a few hundred thou-*

ind late on New Year’s Eve, the

rcond day of nearly nonstop;

mbling, she said.
. JIn a restaurant, Mirretti calcu-

iled his losses on a napkin'

ar said. He wept silently. -
aHe was dismayed, distraught’

6311 angry: with _himself,” she’
md. “He 'was overwhelmed by
‘l amount. he was behind. l-le %

could not be reached for com- ‘

n't feel hke he could make lt

HILL ano KNOWLTON

Farar denies blowing whistle
Farar said she argued with the

judge about whether he had

become a compulsive gambler.

She also tried to buoy him. She

told him he was still a judge and
had a job, but:Mirretti seemed
inconsolable, she recalled

“They don’ 't let;udges lose that
kind of money and keep your

.job,” she’ remembered him say-

ing. 4 ‘
Mirretti retumed to the tables,
and Farar could no't watch.

She sat and thought how her
plans for a new ‘practice were

- detoured, and decided she would

never return- w1th‘the Judge to
LasVegas agam' P

About two :»hours later Farar

found a crush of people and a

‘wall of checkered $5,000 chips
“before him totalling $500,000.

_ Mirretti was on a roll and the

judge wanted Farar to share the .
,moment g o

. But after that tnp Farar kept"
,.her promise to herself. She has -
only been:in contact ‘with Mir- -
> -retti infrequently, she said. :

A month after that . roller
; coaster day, errettl qurt his job
jas presxdmgjudge

"The Arizona Supreme Court

‘took control of the court the fol-
Jowing day and began an ‘audit of

:court operations, and the state

. Attorney General's Office began
a parallel criminal investigation -

of Mirretti’s court act1v1t1es

;- Farar said’ mvestlgators have

quened her about the judge but

denies a rumor that she blew the

. whistle on’ Mirretti and. caused'-f

an mvestlgatxon of lus office.
‘Mirretti_was. out ‘of state and
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Compamon recounts

6g0

~many gambhng trips

g 'By Kirk Mltchell
: Tribune writer : ¢0&@6 R, &\-4 o
. She saw him exult when wmnmgs prled lugh She saw ..

FRONT PAGE

hrm weep when they vanished:"”’ & &4

-, Many knew Judge Stephen Mrrrem in his lack robe at
" Tempe City Court. Donna Farar knew ‘him m a play- R

- ground of pulsing lights and brg money. :
Farar said she was Mirretti’'s companion _ on frequent .

"~ jet hops to Las Vegas. She was greeted by limousines and "
~lishered into plush hotels. And she was :with the judge . :

. __when he played blackjack with a ‘studied eye.

“Today, Mirretti is caught in"a roﬂmg stew" bf state |
probes. He resigned suddenly Feb 3, cmng health and ;

..family reasons, and his court records were seized. .

Investigators ‘are combmg through' those records to i
-l determme 1f any court funds made therr way to the Vegas o
.:Stnp S g /.,', W
~ -+ Farar’ doesnt know But perhaps no one. 1s better_"’
*'suited to describe the Judges other life. Farar, an attrac-
“itive Scottsdale’ attorney w;ho specrahzes in- dxvorce law, :

‘ *sald she and the judge WETE close fnends

*She first met the judge — A who lives with hxs arhng wrfe R
in Tempe — when consrdenng an investment in'a Vir-
glma -based soda bottlmg operatron called Consumer’s ;*

L S A ,,\\ﬁleese s_ee,_erretti AT
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K Mutua] legal oonsultatmns

“Farar -~ ‘and* Mxrrettr became £

.During the hext threé months;

phones

: las Vegas'on Oct™10 for & me

e At

Choice Inc. Farar wanted to
‘know Mirretti’s opinion of the
company and he persuaded her

‘to invest in the firm that pro- -
"'mised _Tegular dividends, she'

_said.
She invested $10 000. Her par-
ents also invested $40,000.

stopped coming, ‘Farar called
Mirretti.  He. promised to see

what he could do to solve the-

problem, she sard lt was hope-
less

The founder of Consumer’s
Choxce -ex-convict ‘John - Saba-

tino, was paying dividends from -
early investors with money ‘he *

fot from later mvestors Saba-
ino pleaded guilty to wire fraud

ln U. S Dlstnct Court'; and awarts '

an Apnl 214_sentencmg

fnends as’ they consulted each
bther 'én" theLr legal remedles
)"'arar sard , ,

Eventual y, . Mu-rettl 'mwted
Farar to: create a- busmess of {
their own, but she neverxwas told.’
the nature of the bus'

Mirretti. would log 20 ‘hours:and.
47 mmutes on the phone in'176.
calls o -Farar - 'that ‘are* docu-
mented on city phone bills. from- l
the Judge s mobrle and two ofﬂce

;
L
]
1+
'

ing with“two bofential ‘biisir ess

. The judge deposited checks m.

HILL avo KNOWLTON

. associates.

The trip included a two-bed-
room suite with a Jacuzzi,
French doors and two bath-
rooms, apparently compliments
of the Mirage Hotel.

. A chauffeur in a bronze limou-
sine met Mirretti and Farar at the
alrport

The driver. knew Mirretti, a bxg

“tipper, and they talked llke old
But when the dmdend checks ’

fnends Farar said.

* One chauffeur, whose home
phone was on-Mirretti’s calling
log, remembers ‘the _ Judge
fondly. |
n.“He’s one hell of a gentle-
.man,” Don Storer said.“He’s not
like the average guy I dnve in the ‘

Ymo.”
v‘f- .

A famxhar ﬁgure in Vegas
+'Mirretti evoked "similar ‘emo-
tions from nearly every “casino

- worker Farar met. Dealers, bell- -

fiops and cashiers all seemed to
know ‘the judge well, she said. '

"“They seemed genumely fond of

him. Steve was fun to be with.”

‘., That night, the judgé’s busi-
. ness associates called to say they
: couldn’t meet for dinner, so Mir-

rettl took Farar to the casino.

- o

.'hls account for about $35,000 at -
sthe. cashier’s ' cage and got a -
:marker for that amount she
‘recalled ’
“In this and future trips, Mxr-
rett1 picked a' blackjack table and
asked that the minimum wager-
‘limit for the’ table be rals d
from $25 to $50 ‘Fardr sai -

CTARN A AL e
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judge Stephen Mirretti
is ‘one hell of a gentle-
man. He’s not like the
average guy | drive in
the limo.’ -
- — Don Storer
7. chaufteur
The judge .liked to-play alone -
and high'stakes drove other play-
ers from his table, she said. .~ -
- Mirretti. tradedhis’ marker- for. j
$1,000 and $500 chlps When the °

dealer ‘had roublel computmg
i wmmngs the Judge

politely’ told him to, think of $500
as if it was $5, the'math is nearly'
the same: s -
* The Judge put’ the dealer ‘at
ease w1th stones of his marathon
runs, bungee ‘jumps, skydiving .
and krckboxmg, Farar.said. Win |

0 ol

i

1
4

-jed Mirretti on several tnps ‘tQ
Las Vegas, usually in the middl
of the week It was a time. wheg
‘a city: audlt ‘was - .uncoverings

voperatrons

Many of the same problem
,were identified- three . -years-ear-
Jier. but never corrected by Mnr-,
“retti, i : '

‘worth $5,000 ‘each in her deni

HILL 2o KNOWLTON

Farar said she didn't think it
strange Mirretti left work so fre-,
quently, because he told her he:
was on vacation or personag
leave.

Even then, he would some
times use his mobile phone t¢
call his secretary Edith Ros(!
from the casino, Farar saidK
According to Mirretti’s cellula; -
phone bills, the judge made
seven calls from Las Vegas to th1
court in 1993.-

AGamblmg ‘commando raids’ [|

The judge once told Farar oxa
one of their * commando raids’ |
to Las Vegas that he was mrssmH
a boring judge’s meeting. Com,(‘
mando raid was his term for get
ting in and out of Vegas qurcl(i
shesaid. - -.uv o

On a grven day, Farar saxd sh(
and ‘the judge would catch ard
early-morning flight. to Lay
Vegas, spend an “hour playm;
cards at Treasure- Island or th
Mirage, go- shoppmg, ‘eat lunct
catch a flight and be’ home by
p m., Farar said. "%

;Farar remembers once srufﬁr
40 hologrammed gamblrng chr&_

jacket and going to dmner ‘
“It drdnt make ,me nervous

' Farar said. "It was kmd of funy
‘cruising around with that kind 3 3

negotiable ' m'aterial",= in - e

pocket.” " o 60

Dunng that tlme Farar w

f'leavmg a law firm and settmg

PO |

TIC 1827

A232




D KNOWLTON

I

HILL

TIC 1828

ix

AT

A233




‘Mirretti was dlsmayed
dlstraughtrand angry
with himself. He was
overwhelmed by the
amount he was behind.
He didn’t feel like he
could make it up.’
— Donna Farar
Scottsdale attorney

her own practice in Scottsdale.
The frequent trips consumed a

lot of time. The discussions. .
‘plans’ for' a’néwspractice were
. 7detoured, and demded she would
‘never. return’ w1th ‘the judge to

about possible busmess deals led
nowhere.. -

Her last tnp to'l Las Vegas con-'.

vinced her to get out.

During . that trip, onDec. 30 .

and 31, Farar saw a Mirretti she

- Unlike previous trips, she said
“Mirretti remained anchored at’
.the blackjack - tables . for: hour,
-after hour. Even when e grew;
tired® and couldn’t’ concentrate,”

he kept playing, placing higher -

valued chips into play than usual}‘
and " losing his’ temper w1th.
- dealers; she said.:: o
He was losing- blg He started
",thh about $200,000 and when
he lost - that amount he, had
‘ another $200,000 wired in. "

. .Eventually he had- placed into,
account more than $800,000 and
was down to a few hundred thou-.
sand late on New Year’ s Eve, the,
‘second’ day' of nearly nonstop
;gamblmg, she said. :

*'In a restaurant, errem calcu-
lated ‘his losses ‘on’ a . napkm :
Farar said. He wept srlently
“* “He,was dismayed, drstraught'
and . angry with, himself,” . she:
said. ‘‘He was overwhelmed by}
the amount he was’ behmd He'_

mdndnt feel like he could make

mg

hadn t seen before It upset her. ;'.was

. : ‘speaker. to Mirretti's table: She
Cards tum col losses mount: ".;found a crush of people ‘and ‘a"
. d’ -wall of checkered $5,000 chips

' ‘moment

- ‘court operations, and the" state

HILL 2vo KNOWLTON

Farar denies blowing whistle
Farar said she Atgued with the
judge about whether he had
become a compulsxve gambler.
She also tried to: buoy him. She
told him he was $till a judge and
had a job, buf: Mu-retn seemed :
inconsolable, she recalled

“They don t letjudges lose that

“kind of money and keep your

job,” she rem mbered him say-

errettl retumec_li to the tables,

and Farar could not watch

Las Vegas agam 3

l A ll J; T . .
. About tw@ ' later Farar
summ ned by .a Joud

before him totallmg $500,000.
" Mirretti was ‘on a roll and the
Judge wanted Farar to share the

But after that tnp Farar kept
-her promise;to herself. She has
“only been ‘in icontact ‘with Mir-

iretti mfrequently, she said. :

:A " month" after . that - roller ;
oaster day, Mxrrettrquxt hxs Job ;!

s pre51dmg judge

"The Anzona Supreme Court :
gtook control of the ‘tourt the'fol--
lowing day and began an audit of

torney General’s Office. began !
;parallel cnmmal mvestlgatlon :
of Mnrrettl s court actmtles '

Farar “said- mvestlgators have'
quened her about‘the judge but
demes a rumor that she blew the :

TIC 1829
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* By Kirk Mitchell
-Tribune wrtter - - .

14 ; 4
o Fe She was Mirretti's' cor ,v...'on;.Q.ff.réégyéht:J
jet hops to Las Vegas: She was greeted by limousines and -
s ushered into-plish hotéls™And she was with ghe judge:::
~'when he played blackjack with a'studied eye? "5y
= Today, Mirretti’is’ caught in’ aroiling stew of ‘state..
; Probes. He ‘resigned suddenly Feb.3 citing health'and *
nfdinily reaSons,‘anid his cotirt records were selzed” i %
‘f- Investigators“are combing through' tHose’ réco
+determine'if any court funds made their'way to the
SStrip.. DICEES 38 ‘ t

L

¢

\' " She first met the judge ~ who lives With his ailing wife .
*'in Tempe — when considering an-investment in a'Vir- |
U ginia"based soda bottling operation called, Consimier's -

WIS HEY tPibase Sedt Mirre
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rretti
page Al
~ Choice Inc. Farar wanted to
know Mirretti’s opinion of the
company and he- persuaded her
to invest in the firm that pro-
__mised regular dividends, she
. sald

She mvested $10 ,000. Her par-
ents also invested $40,000.
~ But when the dividend checks

stopped coming, Farar called
Mirretti. He promised to see
‘what he could do to solve the
problem she saxd It was hope-
less :
. The founder of Consumers
. Choice,” ex-convict John Saba-
tino, was paying dividends from
- early investors with money he
. got from later investors. Saba-
. tino pleaded guilty to wire fraud
‘in U.S. District Court and awalts
.an Apnl 21 sentencmg

Mutual legal consultanons

‘ Farar and Mu’rem _became’
fnends as they consulted each
. other on thexr legal remedles,,
Fararsald n - R

Eventually, Mu-rem’ mwted
- Farar .to_create a:business of
-their own, but she never was told
o the nature of the busmess S

That was early October. ' 3

-:During the next three months, |
errem would log 20 hours and |
*47 minutes .on ithe phone in-176
“calls to'Farar - that' -are’ docu- ‘
'mented-on’ c1ty ‘phone bills from'"
‘the Judge mobxle and two, of‘f]ce

B '1

errem flrst lnwted-Farar tol

Garmenre . e

HILL ~D

~Las Vegas on Oct. 10 for a meet-
Ing with two potential business

associates.

The trip included a two-bed-
room suite with a Jacuzzi,

" French doors and two’ bath-
'_rooms, apparently compliments
. of the Mirage Hotel.

. Achauffeur in a bronze limou-
sine met Mirretti and Farar at the
airport.

" The driver knew Mirretti, a big
tipper, and they talked like old
fnends Farar said.

‘One chauffeur, whose home
'phone ‘was on Mirretti’s calling
‘log, remembers - the judge
fondly.

“He's ‘one ‘hell of a gentle-

‘man,” Don Storer said. "He’s noi
like the average guy I'drive in the
llmo i

Mirretti evoked similar emo-

“tions ‘from- nearly every casino

worker Farar met. Dealers, bell-
hops and cashiers all seemed to

know the judge well, she said."

“‘They seemed genuinely fond of
_him. Steve was fun to be with.”
That night, the judge’s busi-
‘ness associates called to say they
couldn’t meet for dinner, so Mir-
retti took Farar to the casino.
- The judge deposited checks in
‘his account for about $35,000 at
.the cashier’s cage and got a
marker for that amount, she
recalled.

» In this and future trips, Mir-.
“-retti picked a blackjack table and
"-asked that the minimum wager- .

mg limit for the table be ralsed
from $25 to $500 Farar saxd

KNOWLTON
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Judge Stephen Mirretti
is ‘one hell of a gentie-
man. He’s not like the -
average guy | dnve i
the limo.’,

Lo

— Don Storer‘ ”
“chauffeur-

.{,.’ 'ﬁxs'table shé s'ald,.('” ,
i &rade&his’mér‘_ et i
$5 ‘ :

iriniipss, the judge |
i o thiftk of $500F

Farar said. Win |
3 1always thanke?dathe_

lowed Farar sald sllg‘accompan-
Jied Mirretti: on' several trifs td"
‘Las Vegas, usually in the mldc;le
Sofs ‘the, week’, was a’ nme _when‘
R W cxty ,.,audxt was | .
-.numerous nroblems lm_.._r.co\lrtj

L.
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operations. -

Many of the same problems
were identified three years ear-
lier-but never corrected by Mir-
retti.

Farar said she didn’t think it
strange Mirretti left work so fre-
quently, because he told her he
was on. vacation or personal
leave.

‘Even then, he would some-
times use  his mobile phone to
call his sécretary Edith Ross
from ,the .casino, Farar said.
Accordmg to Mirretti's cellular
phone bills;” the “judgé made™
seven €alls from'Las Vegas to the :
counm1993‘ e '

_l'g,,.na.y \'-"n" ),;.v.»,,-, o

Gamblmg oommando raids’: -
-The' judge once told Farpr on -

'’ one of their “‘commando’ raids” "

“to'Las Vegas that he'was mfsémg s

~a ‘boring Judge s 'meeting. Com-
_mando raid was his term for get:- "
ting in, and out of Vegas qunck,"f'
shesald T

On a glven day, Farar said she
- and ‘the~ judge ‘would- catch*:an -’
early mommg fllght to Las

Mirage,"go; _shopp;ng, eat lunch *
“catch a flight and be home by 5
p.m., Farar said.

., Farar remembers once st‘uffmg_ ¥
40, holdgrammed gamblmg ChlpS
“worth $5,000 each in her, demm o
jacket and going to dmner B

-.;:t didn’t.make me nervous

Farar said. “It was kind of. funny

crulsmg around with that kind of

TIC 1833




.“"‘h hlmselt He was
overwhelmed by the
amount he was behmd
‘He didn’t feel ||ke he

could make it up.’
- Donna Farar
" Scottsdale attorney;

her own practxce in: Scottsda]e

about possxble business deals led
nowhere. : {1 ’

‘Her last mp to Las Vegas con--. g

vinced her to get out.

. During, that trip, on -Deo 30_'A :
and 31, Harar, saw a Mirretti she. ;¢

“hadn’t séen before. It upset her :

ey e Ame Yy :_‘.,n.am-,,-...
B PTG A o

'Cards turn oold, losses mount -

Unﬁxke prewous trips, she said!
Mxrrem remamed anchored ‘at

the black]ack tables” for’ hour

after. hour. Even when he grew. -

tired and ‘couldn't” concentrate,’
he kept playing, placing higher.
ga]ued chips into play than usual
nd - losing his-~ temper w1th'-
ealers, she said.i": %% =
- He was. losing blg He started

with. at)out $200,000 and when’ ‘*
e.¢lost - that- :amount:: he . had_ '

- Eventuallyl he had placed into’
ccount more, than $800 000 and

as down to a few hundred thou-* o
and late on New Year's Eve, the icourt operations, and. the state .
PP A N Y . :

f gamblutg, she sald; Vgt el

‘Ina restaurant Mxrretn calcu \ _-" Xy

) nd angryt,mthﬁhxmselt e she
aid.""He; was’loverwhelmed byl

' plans for’

i'COuld not be_;(e
»__':,rnen

HILL ano KNOWLTON

e e e
Farar demes blowing whistle
Farar said s[ﬂiargued with the
judge about Zyhether he "had
“become a Qgﬂswe gambler.
She also trieff¥f buoy him. She
told him he v g‘;: tl” ajudge and
-had a job; Hil,
1nconsolab]--

» “’I’hey dog .-"7’* udges lose that
d. keep. your’

kind o} PRAHE *hn
job,” she..?éﬁ%ﬁi‘bered him say-:

lng m;&mm 2 ‘x,‘_’-- IR

o errettx retlfrnéd to the tab]es 1

* The frequent tnps ‘consumed a ’ and Far ar oﬁul ot watch 5

lot of time. The- dxscussxons.’

She saf a ught how her
practlce were

detoured

‘was summoned - by“'a “loud :

'::speaker to Mu-rems ‘table:’ She

‘ found ‘a"crushof pEople and a’
(wall ‘of checkered $5,000° chnps
before him totallmg $500 000..,...
. Mirretti wds:on a roll and the .

’ Judge ‘wanted Farar to share the
ny .

[

rem mfrequently, she saxd -
& \A month after that‘;rol}er

The Anzona Supreme Court \
took control o the; court thie folt”
1]owmg day and bbgan dn audit of 1
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Two opposing rationales now wrestle for the
soul of Las Vegas.
Will this city remain the premier gam-
bling capital, as it has been? Or will Las Vegas
evolve into a predominantly family-trave] destina-
tion, emphasizing entertainment?

Can the two identities exist side by side? With
mM‘é opening of threec new megaresorts — Luxor,

M Grand and Treasure Island — Las Vegas is
changing rapidly. v

The premise of Las Vegas is at stake. Long her-
alded as a ‘‘value capital,” Las Vegas- could offer
inexpensive rooms and food because the average
room made a $60 to $90 *‘gaming contribution'
each day to hotel revenues. With that prem-
ise in mind, what will happen

SPLITS ITS BETS

Chips are on gaming and megaresorts

Bay, a specially created sea with 2.5 million gal-

lons of water.

Luxor, a 30-story pyramid-shaped hotel, offers
an entertainment floor that, unusual for Vegas,
can be accessed without going through the gam-
ing area. Luxor presents its own theme ride based
on King Tut’s tomb. There's a movie show adven-
ture, a sort of “Indiana Jones” excursion, plus l;
boat trip on the River Nile. The sphinx in front o
the Luxor puts on a laser-from-the-eyes light show
nightly. A beam of light from the pyramid shines
15 miles into space.

MGM Grand includes an adhcent theme
park. a sort of mini-Disneyland, complete with
rides; entertainers and different geographic areas,

ﬁsttiiOO5 rooms, it is said to be the worid's largest
otel.

Beyond the major new megaresorts, there are .

also other resorts with specta-

—

when airplane seats are occu- cle appeal for the family. For
pied by chidren rather than Will gamers resent the new  exampie, a: Cacsars Palace,
“'gamers”? (Most locals favor . . the marble statues come to life
“‘gaming” as the high-tone ‘ffamzly entertainment’’ and talk. Kids find this intrigu-
word for gambling.) : ing. Adult joke: Caeaarsmb

Will the gamers (gamblers) tone of Las Vegas.and lon Wwhere the statues come to life
be able to get airline seats to f & g a:)\g'vt:l:m u: f?;n even before
Las Vegas, especially in sun-  fon the naughty old days? - O e Ay A rave
mer, when kids are out of " Mirag
school and traveling with Dad boasts a volcano with periodic
and Mom? With the legal age Will these gam_ers eruptions. Special effects color
for gambling at 21, and with _. the water lava-red and ﬂmm!ef ree
an increasing number of chil- gradually fade away? dance along the flanks o
dren occupying the rooms, voicano.
what will happen to the aver- — The o top shows in

age '‘gaming contribution" per room?

Will prices be forced to rise sharply? Will
consumers then rebel? Will gamers resent the new
“family entertainment” tone of Las Vegas and
long for the naughty old days? Will these gamers
gradually fade away?

No one in Nevada wants this to happen be-
cause this $3 billion industry produces the tax
revenue for half the state budget. '

Though the future will answer these ques-
tions, the first season of the new resorts, winter
1993-94, showed Las Vegas to be extremely resil-
ient. Thousands of new rooms were added, but
customers continued to pack the hotels at extraor-
dinary occupancy rates, in the 90th percentiles.
About 140,000 visitors a day come to Las Vegas.

Each of the three new m rts empha-
sizes family entertainment. d _pre-
sents a free outdoor show in which a frig-

ate engages a pirate ship in a cannon duel. At the
final moment, the pirates sink the British with a
lucky shot. The battle takes place on Buccaneer

town, Cirque de Soleil and Siegfried and Roy, also
appeal to all ages. Cirque de Saledl is an imagina-
tive dance and acrobatic show that puts the audi-
ence close to the performers. It is difficult to pin-
point in words just what Cirque de Solell is about,
unless one said ‘‘the wonder of iife” or ‘‘the de-
light of dance.” Seldom does an audience member
see a performance so original, so lacking in dertv-
ative-elements. , , .
Siegfried and Roy are master illusionists, two
of the finest magicians in the® world. Their show
hasaﬂairalsofordaneeandspmde.smgfﬂed
and Roy feature their trademark white tigers and
Nackpunms,plusslelghtofhmudathamostddll—
ful. In one trick an elephant disappears. -
Some observers thought that Las Vegas
would suffer when every Indian reservation and
riverboat, it seems, opened up gambiing casinos.
However, just the opposite may be the long-term
Twenty states now have some form of casino -

See-VEGAS, Puge 8H |
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Vegas,

Continved from Page 1M

gambling. Of the 50 states, 48
have some type of gambling.
These small-time operations may,
in fact, become feeders to Las
Vegas, exposing large segments
of the public to gambling. That
public will go to Las Vegas when
it graduates to big-time gaming
and entertainment.

Such are the paradoxes of Las
Vegas, a masterpiece of illusion,
built on two man-made artifices:
impounded water and gaming
laws. Know also that the illusion
will become more complete in fu-
ture years.

As the new megaresorts have

gone up on the Strip, away from
downtown, the downtown casinos
along Fremont Street have lan-
guished. Gambling revenues have
declined. The downtown response
will be the creation of a new Fre-
mont Street Experience, due to

be finished in 1996, and a. -

$300 million, 1,600-room hotel-
casino called New: York-New

York, set for completion in 1996.

Plans call for a 28-story hotel
with towering replicas of Miss
Liberty and famous skyscrapers;
and a 200-foot-high roller coaster
winding through the property.
The two companies involved are
Primadonna Resorts and MGM
Grand Inc.

In addition, Fremont Street
will be enclosed with a barrel
vault. A state-of-the-art light

N

PP T -

NEVADA

Reno

‘Jwyu-mmom

show will entertain visitors. Stay
tuned for a description in 1996

of the full special eﬂ'ects?
. f
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| Photos by Lee Foster
l The new megaresorts in Las Vegas are
Treasure island, top, where you.can see a.
cannon duel between ancient salling ships on
| a a5 mllllon-ullpn sea; the MGM:- ‘Grand,-

above, whose theime park has been calied a
mini-Disneyland; and Luxor, beilow,
, a theme ride baud. on King Tut's tomb.
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What Smwﬁ the Incident umncnﬁmlw Epcmsn is that Luery
Q]| is president and chief operating officer of Bally's Las Vegas, a
=&m§«5w,§c g desperately to hold the line against -
K this ygaris Vegas <m89ouoa with children. o

PHOENIX,

DAILY
TUESDAY
SEP 27 1994

-
Fe]
~N
[ %
D
<
—
t 4
o
>
=
a

But:B trying to turn back the tide.

Lés:Vegas ﬁ.r.m&w.»o sed a _.aoo& 29 million visitors this
year! Anunptecederitedly high vm:xu»bmc will be children,
i om to,what used to be known as America’é Sin City by
Rt .Emosvovgm;&N&me :
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he impact was: visible all
sumnmer, as the fabled Las Vegas
Strip was awash in youngsters.

They thronged the walkway in
front of the new Treasure Isiand
resort three times a night to watch
an elaborate, live pirate battle;
ogled dolphins and white tigers at
the neighboring Mirage; and
dropped thousands of dollars
worth of quarters into stateof-
the-art video games at the new
Luxor and MGM Grand.

But the one thing they were not
permitted to do was gamble, and
therein lies a key reason the
family resort idea is generating
perhaps the most important de-
bate about Las Vegas’ future since
Bugsy Siegel built the original
Flamingo hotel-casino in 1946.

“To me it seems funny that
we're going after a market for
whom the biggest activity in town
is illegal,” says John Schibrowsky,
an assistant professor of market-
ing at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas, who has studied the
economics of the phenomenon.

Hotels crowded

Phenomenal it is: Hotel occu-
pancy rates in town have been
running higher than 98 percent,
despite the addition of about
10,000 new rooms in nine months.

“When you look at the numbers
of people traveling to a casino
destination in America, they're
popping,” says Glenn Schaeffer,
the former president of Circus
Circus Enterprises who is a part-
ner in Gold Strike Casinos, which
is planning a new family friendly
resort for the Las Vegas Strip.

For now, at least, the city’s
resort planners seem to have found
a formula to appeal to many
visitors too young to gamble.

“It's awesome,” said Randy

Dickenson, 13, of Chicago after an
hour’s play at the Luxor’s vast,
twostory video arcade. (He esti-
mated he spent about'$15 pumping
quarters into Mortal Kombat II
and virtual-reality combat games.)

But Schibrowsky : and others
argue Vegas is so dazzled by the
near-term success of its family
promotion that it hzs not focused
on the problems a radical change
in tourist demographics would
bring to the city.

Losing loss leaders

For one thing, the traditional
practice of using rooms, restau-
rants and even air fares as loss
leaders to get customers to' the
playing floor will have to be
reconsidered ' if the number of
rooms occupied by nongamblers
continues to rise.

That in turn will cut into Las
Vegas' price advantage over such
more-established family resorts as
Orlando. _

“This town was built on cheap
rooms and cheap meals to get
people to gambie,” says Dean
Harrold, a senior vice president of
Bally’s. “Are (family customers)
playing as much in the casinos?
No, they're not. And if you can’t
make the money in the casino,
you're going to have to make it up
in the room rate.”

The family market also means
not only parents changing diapers
in the casino but an apparent
increase in gambling violations by
minors.

Last month, the State Gaming
Board issued the first citation to a
Strip casino — ironically Bally’s,
which discourages family business
— for allowing a minor to gamble.
(The 19-year-old lost more than
$6,200 in three hours of blackjack.)

Keeping children and gambling

devices apart is not made easier:by.
one of the axioms of modern-cagie -
design — that slot machines:
should be located along the routeq:
of heaviest foot traffic. L
Since those generally are the-
paths between, say, the: vid@d
arcade and the room elevators
underage visitors inevitably coms
front temptation. 4

Tempting for kids.  _,

“Word of mouth and commdn
sense tell you that if you put then ..
in harm’s way, some kids are going
to reach in their pockets and plunk
down their paper-route money,”
DuCharme says. he
c Aﬁfordingly. accommodating

amilies may mean redesigniog
casinos to keep children off the
floor, better swimming pools antl
other amenities to give them more
to do and acquiring more expertise
in nongaming attractions. “,

Some casino executives fear that
repositioning this town as a fami
resort could alienate its traditio
clientele of serious gamblers with-
out significantly expanding the
total market. )

Executives at the Las Vegas
Hilton, the city's premier convein
tion hotel and a Mecca for highy
rollers, say they are getting moid
business from customers who res
sent having to gamble elsewhere
with a lot of children around.. .. g

Still, some say rising competii
tion for gambling dollars acroés
the country leaves Las Vegas ma
choice but to position itself as moie
than a gambling venue.

While casino gambling once wag
permitted only in Nevada and
Atlantic City, N.J., 21 states have
legalized full-range casinos and
virtually all the largest metropoli-
tan areas are within 200 miles of
slot-machine and table-game play 4
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Las Vegas

The New Family Playsround

Evervihing they sav
about Lis Vegas is true.

The Nevada play-
sround is dazzling and
depressing, opulent
and vulgar, fascinating,
fun and frenzied. And
it's about the best fami-
v entertainment pack-
age this side of Disney-
land. Surprised? So
was [

I didn't used to like
Las Vegas. [ found it
dirty, loud and garish
with hefty midwestern
wonien in muumuus
sitting for hours in
front of quarter slot
machines, a cigarette
dangling from their
mouths, while their
husbands pinched the cockrail girls
and tried their hand at Blackjack.

Well, that's the wav it was.

And it's not that vou won’t see this
same cast of characters staking out
their territory today. But vou have o
look hurd to find them. This is a4 new
Las Vegas. Tt looks new, it feels new.
And one by one, the casinos and hotels
are new.

Real people live in Las Vegas and
raise children. And more and more of
America’s tamilies with their ehildren
are coming to Las Vedas to plav—ahout
twentv-three-million people cach vear.

Whv would o family pack up the Bx-
plorer and head for Sin Ciev” Because
s Vegas has seen the ceonomic light
With Mtlante City on the East Coast
competing for gambling dolbars, and

7N PHOENIN Hov N GARBILN NOVEME R

TEXT BY MICHAEL DIXON

Los Vegas’ most delightful fomily offerings.

Disneviand, Sea World and Six Flags
Over Everything attracting families,
the writing was on the wall: Keep gam-
bling as a base, but separate it from the
rest of the entertainment, and create
an environment where Mom can feel
okay walking the kids to the nearest
pyramid, pirate ship, volcano, or
Cuanvon Blaster—"the only double-
loop. double corkscrew indoor roller
coaster in the 1J.8.”

Muake no nustake. Gambling is still
the main source of revenue in Vegas,
and the gaming rooms are spacious
and well organized. You don’t know
how to play roulette” Each casino of-
ters Tpractice tables.” where vou can
sitin and reecive instrucnion on the
best way to play each game. You may
sall lose all vour money. but vou'll fecl

[

w 3
Performed by Cirque du Soleil at Treosure Island, Mystere is one of

a little better about it.

As a matter of fact,
Las Vegas owes its verv
beginnings to chance.
Although in prehistoric
times the area was full
of marshes and alive
with vegetation, as the
earth changed, water
was trapped under-
ground, and the searing
Mojave Desert stood as
a barrier to all but the
most adventurous.

Then, in 1829, a
Mexican trader named
Antonio Armijo was
leading sixty men along
the Spanish Trail to
Los Angeles. His scout,
Rafael Rivera, left the
party to explore, and
within two weeks became the first non-
Native American to discover the Las Ve-
gas Valley with its endless supply of
spring water. That was the beginning.

[t was the Mormons who built the
first adobe structures in Las Vegas.
Part of the old Mormon Fort, aban-
doned in 1838, can still be seen todav
at the corner of Las Vegas Boulevard
North and Washington Avenue.

The settlement became a staging
area for the Calitornia Gold Rush. The
railroads came, and with them came
gambling. In a single day, May I3,
1905, the Union Pacific auctioned off
1.200 lots in what is known today as
“Glitter Gulch.” The city was founded.

But gambling was short Jived. In
1910 a Nevada baw was passed thatwas
x0 strict it not only forbade gaming, it

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF LAS VEGAS NEWS BUREAL
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cven prolubied dhe westenn costam o
Nippid a com tor dhe proce ot o drinl
The Nevade Staee Journed m Reno re-
ported UStlled torever s the chiels o
the roulette wheel, the racde o dice
and the swish of cards ™

“Porever” lasted Tess than three
weehs, Underground cambline dour-
ished. and in TOXL the lewsliiture v e
up, and ledal gaming was restorad.

The “suip.” the streteh o hotels and
casmos along the two-lane road inco
town trom Los Angeles, be-
gan to evolve in the 19405,
and mobster Bugsy Sicgeld
builc the Flamingo Horel,

Blacks were not welcome
in Las Vegas i the 1930s. In
fact. hiack entertainers in-
cluding Nat "Ring” Colce
were not welcome i the casinos, and
were required to live off-property when
performing in the show rooms. As a re-
sult, the Moulin Rouge opened i 1933,
specifically to nccommodate Vegas'
growing black population.

The big production shows, which
continue to characterize Lus Vegas as
an entertainment mecci. had their be-
sinning in the late 19305, when the
Swardust Hocel imported the Lido de

Pavis, sod ahe Dovees dosed Minsla's

Folies—ihe first im0 ess showgirls
perforimed on the Stre And thar was
the mnaze thas charicterzed Las Vegas
1or most ot us bid shows 1y Sirts, loes

Sosmohe 1nd hooze

=~

of Sanbhin
Today . ics notbhe thag
“Megda-resores. wWhich begon when
Crreus Civens opened aotene-like ensi-
no wardh midway cines and rdes for
the kads, today oner vervehing from

prrate ships doing bacde (che piraces

This is a new Las Vegas.
It looks new 1t feels new.

win). toaovoleano that erupts every til-
teen minuces, and @ replica ot the Ti-
tanic that sinks on cue every nighe.
For those whao come looking for
stars, the marguees regulavly an-
nounce the bikes o Frank Sivacra, Liza
Minnclli, Duma Reos and Wisne New-
anean is still

ton. And of course the
danced nighdy in the Folies Bergere at

the Tropican:. Bucit vou're looking tor

something ditferentcand ruly wonder-

bty Gorque du Soleshowhich onters

speciat show called Myseere o Trea-

re Island.

Hosionists Saigtried and Rov are an
aopermancenc coneract ae the Mirade
(the hotel built the stage to the per-
formers” specifications), and cach
mehesas parc of their act, dhey do bat-
e with o mechaniead dragon several
stores gl

Iovou lihe the music o Andrew
Llovd Webber, e tichets wo Sraorliehe

Fxpress Webber wrote this
tancasy muosical for his clil-
drens bute the story of the
Scompetitton between train
engines will please everve-
hody. The musical is per-
formed endirely on roller
skates, with ramps extend-
ing throughout the thenter wo carry the
performers as they race throueh the
sudience. The theater ac the Hilton
wits gutted and compleredy rebuilt ror
this permanent show. 1o well wordh
the ticket.

Then, of course, there's the pyra-
mid and sphinx of the Luxor, where
vou cruise the Nile to get to vour room.
and there are chariot viees for vour

amusement and o video padace tor the

SO PO NI HhovE N GARDEN

N s g et
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Clads. Speaking of kuds, vou won't casily
get them away from the new, two-bil-
tion-dollar, five-acre, non-gaming
Grand Slam Canvon amuscment park.
And 1 could go on and on.

So, how does todav's family of four
do Vegas? I it’s your first time, start
with a package deal. Both America
West and Southwest Airlines have
them. The packages include both air-
fare and rooms; prices vary with the
level of accommodation. America
West, for example, offers rooms at the
Luxor, Excalibur, MGM Grand and
Caesar's Palace, among others. South-
west Airlines includes the Mirage
(Treasure Island) and Hilton, as well.

These are smart buvs. The airlines
buy biocks of rooms and can discount

And if you're a
real gambler?
There’s no blood
test and no wait-
ing period for a
marriage license

in Las Vegas.

their own airfare, so you win. For in-
stance, on Southwest Airlines—de-
pending on the time of year—you can
get a package from Phoenix that in-
cludes round-trip airfare and two
nights at the Luxor Hotel for around
$150 per person, double occupancy.
America West will also throw in.a
coupon book offering discounts
throughout the city. Many packages
even include a rental car for the first
twenty-four hours in Las Vegas. Check
with your travel agent for exact prices
and availability.

And if vou're a real gambler?®

There's no blood test and no waiting
period for a marriage license in Las Ve-
gas. And 7,217 of them are issucd on
average per month. An Elvis imperson-
ator will even perform the ceremony at
the Graceland Wedding Chapel.

What a1 town. |
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One of the World's Most Popular Convention Cities Ofters Endless Options for Entertainment and Excitement

Y
IS pt TLCe

B ecause Las Vegas is one of the most
popular convention destinations in

the world, most exhibit managers will be I8
visiting Las Vegas at least once a year if not K
more. This exciting city offers a wide vari-
ety of entertainment options for the conven-
tion attendee from gambling and shows t0
games, rides and activities for the entire
. family. According to the Marketing
Research Department of the Las Vegas
Convention & Visitors Authority
(LVCA), in 1997 Las Vegas hosted 3,749
conventions with more than 3.5 million
convention delegates. In 1997, more than
30 million people visited Las Vegas with an
economic impact of $25 billion.
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Convention Center Update

The Las Vegas Convention Center
recently completed a major expansion,
enlarging the facility to 1.9 million square
feet including exhibit space, meeting
rooms, concourses, shops and storage.
The Las Vegas Convention Center has 12
exhibit halls totaling more than one mil-
lion square feet. The Convention Center
also has 107 meeting rooms with seating
capacities up to 2,000.

The Las Vegas Convention Center
offers several services including state-of-
the-art telecommunications capabilities,
| complete food and beverage service, and
) some registration and housing services.

Many of the hotels offer meeting and
convention facilities including the Sands
and the MGM Grand.

o
eas .
Ky BN

e
Las Vegas Hjows B

Hotel Happenings
In addition to gambling and entertain-

Guasts witness swashbuckling pirate barties outside Treasure Island.

36 CREATIVE EXPO ENVIRONMENTS FEBRUARY 1999
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Family Fun
Even with the gambling and entertainment that made Las

Vegas famous, it has become a top destination for families. In
recent years, several theme parks have opened in Las Vegas 1o

-
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The Beliagio is one of Las Vegas' newest and most lavish hoteis.

cater to the growing family market including the MGM
Grand Hotel's outdoor theme park and the
Adventuredome, a S-acre indoor theme park with circus
acts, rides and games at Circus Circus. Other amusement
options include virtal reality rides, 3-D simulators
including the new Star Trek: The Experience thrill nde at
the Las Vegas Hilton and Ride to Atlantis at Caesars
Palace.

Las Vegas also hosts an array of events for sports fans
including boxing matches, collegiate games and golf
tournaments. Additionally, the biggest stars of music, magic
and comedy still come to Las Vegas to entertain. Some hotels
have celebrated signature shows such as Siegfried & Roy and
their white tigers at the Mirage, Lord of the Dance at New
York, New York, EFX at the MGM Grand and the water-
based Cirque de Soleil O show at the Bellagio.

Las Vegas offers exclusive shopping venues from the
Forum Shops at Caesars Palace to the designer bou-
tiques such as Prada and Hermes at the Bellagio. Right
on the Las Vegas Strip is the Fashion Show Mall featuring
major department stores such as Saks Fifth Avenue, Nieman
Marcus and Macy's, as well as more than 140 shops.

In addition to its notorious bargain buffets, Las Vegas also
has fine restaurants with celebrated chefs such as Wolfgang
Puck and Emeril Lagasse.

Downtown Las Vegas is enjoying a revitalization including
the Fremont Street Experience featuring spectacular light and
sound shows.

Over the years, Las Vegas has evolved from an adult enter-

wainment and gambling mecca 1o a city packed with fun for all
ages. Whether you're in Las Vegas for pleasure or attending a
trade show, you will never run out of things to do or places to see.

Shoshana Leon is editor of Creative Expo Environments.

Las Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority
(702) 892-0711
www.lasvegas24hours.com A
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Vewi Registe

Vegas spares
no :expe'n’se”'
to appeal..

to inner cl

“UULBR. -

n just about every adult, a
lot of “little kid™ is still alive.

On a sizzling May morning in
Las Vegas, Homcr and I are
proving that. :

We're on the sidewalk in- A
front of Treasure Island, a new
fantasy hotel on the Strip. We're
there with hundreds ‘of other
mostly adults (since. school is
not yet out). We're there tosee
the razzle-dazzle' free battle’ ‘in
Buccaneer Bay, a2 man-made -
body of water between:the hotel
and the sidewalk big-enough for
two 90-foot long-17th: century.
masted ships, The > battle we
adults came to see is between
the good guys,: I{M&Royal Brit-
tania, and the :badTFuys

to crowd in for thc‘bst mw: ,
But we aren’t ur -
mgthmmthéw 9
We're ogling Treasure: hhnd '
full-sized pirate vdhgcr s TR
And now-we- ad'uk‘hlet‘asm 1
excited ag little: kigh,
sailing majcsncany into. view is
the Brittaniasi;And - what;ﬂm-a
Englishmen see a&ﬂley‘tome
around the bend is"Ihe pirate ,

ship with pirates unloading -~ -
bwty\ qu ha'*‘,.,,,
lenges:: thﬁpuams -respond-:with
curses.. As.we adults stnndnwnh
mouths agape, ‘¢dnon’ bal& a
stunt mm,ﬂe&@nnt in- eockcd
hats, braided navy outfits,
authentic pirate gear, are
“wounded” and thrown into the
water. And, now in disbelief, we
adults ‘see ‘that- the' good: guys -
will not win. The Royal Britta-
nia begins to sink;:the sailars
dive into the iwater;- the captain
heroically stays on ‘the bumlng
ship — which; as we: watch-in
as(omshmcnt. sinkg-to the~
bottom in thisisimulated. bay-
between sidéwalk: and hotgl:.
- But don¥t walk-away. AVait a
minute or two and-up out of the
water pops, the Brittaniasready: ;
for the next show, the big
cannon-ball hole:in its snde '
completely healed. . - - -

were md)'tohbnnapwamm :
that sm'&mep you're s

......

spews: “forth again. "o

We now must see that _statues

that magically come to life and
talk, at Caesars Palace. Thcre in
the Roman Forum, amongst: -
stately columns and marble
opulence, under a ceiling that
resembles an honest-to-goodness.
cerulean sky, we listen to the
statues talk. Here again this isn't
an audience of little kids. We
retirees crowd in for the best
possible view of that free show.
So what to do now? It’s time
to take a trip down the. .
1,800-foot Nile river that ffows
through the lobby of the $375
million Luxor hote! built in the
shape of a black pyramid, with-
& 10-story Sphinx at tie! main 4
entrance to its 2,526 rooms. If
the boat ride past mconsnmtcd

f—tne

Egyptian temples aoesn t ctica-
tain us little-kid adults, we! ll:w A
watch the two:full-sizeqta) o
camels in the’ Luxor lol
which must ‘¢ause. any.
tender to shake’ h&hca&miw

concem.

T,
st Tt

kids but the Mirage is bettihg
on the little-kid in adults to .
bring in crowds. In the hotel
lobby they provide white4fgets+i
for the ogling, as spiffy as can
be in their. enormous..glasey. v C
fronted home with private pool.
And if the adults. canyteprms v
themselves away from thesé rare
and beautiful creatures, they can
now wander through the w;

g See ROHSE Bagey
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and. @mamwm;p ‘
out the glass-walled-gea~behind - ;1 -

the rcgmnm(dcsh,natraqmnm
ium contains hundreds.of. varis -

sized ‘brillianty:.colored- figh —:

and sharks -—:plus a-diver that -
goes underwater to feed them..
And .we:can-hardly wait for.
night to-come; because-then —_—
every - 15. minutes.ini‘front of
Mirage i~ a .54-foot: tall..volcano -
spews- smokey:fire‘and. - - -
rumblings. Not:lava, :but at leastu.
flames, seem:-about.to engulf. the

Strip, bat no,:they stop in time: " -

for all.to be'backito:narmal
before the next show.:
You might:expect. to: see .

mostly kids:visiting the Land of .

Oz at MGM1Gfand: with its ...

5,005 roomgiwhich-is .more than -:

any other .hotelzin :the ‘warld: ...
But here-Homer-and:l and other .
retirees are predominant..amongst .
visitors. Here in the Kansas. .

~and Roy in th

ow.that 4t's ‘dark, the
really big shows get under way
for which” adults buy tickets
weeks in advance. These offer-
ings are astounding. Siegfried

Mirage show,

which features white tigers,

.. make-an elephaht disappear

before your eyek. At Las Vagas

- Hilton's Starlite! Exm%“"
-are’ on roller skates in ‘a ‘musical .
story samewhax _hkc thc little

thc “frozen brothers™ act reminds

us_adults that man truly is

remarkable Thee vastifi N
gymnasts perform in slow

-+ “frozen” motion doing unbeliev-
~ able feats of strength, with

unearthly hghting effects that |:
turn them into statues of ~ .,
copper, blue ice or black ‘lead.”

- At the-other-end -of - the-ssale- -
therc is lh&«.doggu: show at-
Excaliburrwith ‘tiny Tinker Bell
as a. star,>plns.~a frisbic-catching
canines that: | »audience.:
(more~adulfs: than"kids) checrmg
as if d\cx“wa'e*anﬂNBA S

dxcnce.' .

- Of coumc chas pmvxdu
plenty of gaming devices-and.
slots - (including those thaqumm
3500 per pull) but hotel, nm
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Visit to Las Vegas.is.a.
whole new game

By Sharon Goyer
For The Rogue River Press

Pirates, treasure and sailing ships at battle on the water wnhcannon balls

whizzing overhead;’the acrid smell.of "smoke.stings your: nostrils and. the
flames from the battle hcauhegh:ﬂwpimm'winandlhcﬁngl'mhslﬁpgow
down with her captain sahiting and slowly sinking into the water. Caught up
in *he excitement, you find yourself cheering along.with the pirates at the
Treasure Island Hotel in Las Vegas..

The newLas Vegas! Tremendous changes! Having not been toLasVeges

since the late seventies, it wasbarely recognizable when I wasthere twoweeks

ago. It has really been built up and I was glad 1o sec that Las'Vegas now caters
1o families instead of just the gambler.

At The Mirage hotel you can enjoy a magical evening with Siegfried and
Roy. See the beautiful and rare white tigers..The foliage in this hotel is so
beautiful, you feel as if you're walking through a lush tropical garden.. The
hotel also has a volcano that erupts every few minutes.

Another hotel that really stands out is the Luxar, which is shaped like an
Egyptian pyramid, complete with a Sphinx. You can travel down the River
Nile past murals illustrating the history of the ancient Egyptian empire. .

The MGM is the warld's largest bote! and casino and includes a 53-acre
theme park. Travel back to the medieval time of King Arthur and stay at the
Excalibur, which is shaped. like a castie, compiete. with moat and fire-
breathing dragon. . ‘ T -

~ Las. Vegas is the nation’s top _resort destination and truly the

entertainment capital of the world. There are an abundance of superstars,.

Broadway musicals and live productions t0 enjoy. There are numerous and

affrdable buffets. Golfing is a year-round activity at this sunny-weather

vacation spot.. - S L
Sparkling lights, excitement for all ages, “VivaLas Veg‘as!'T

-
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YDunes demolition

ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS

ST. PAUL, MN
DAILY 206,844
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JUL 21 1994
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The 17-story towef of the. oid Dunes Hotei-Casino in Las Vegas
dawn Wednesday. The tower i§ Being razed to make way for tw

A~

0 new resorts.

JOHN QURZINSKI/ ASSOCIATED PRESS

begins to crumble during a nolsy, dusty implosion before'
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Join Cypress
Gardens For
“Victorian

Garden Party”

Disneyland
In The.

Desert?

Las Vegas
Visitors

Guide
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LAS

VEGAS

rom once having a reputation as
“Sin City,” in recent years Lis

Vegas has changed into a city that
not only caters to families but one that
actively seeks to attract and
accommodate young people, a sort of
“Disneyland in the Desert.” It’s now a
city whose previously rumored ties to
organized crime and reputation for an g
“‘anything goes” attitude have been
tempered by the times and by the need
to attract a different type of clienteie
than those who originally came to Las
Vegas years ago.

The credit for being the first to
move towards making Las Vegas amore
family-oriented destination probably
should go to Circus Circus, which
opened in 1968 as the only gaming es-
tablishment in the world offering enter-
tainment for all ages. Starting with a
casino, a midway, and the world’s larg-
est permanent circus tent, the resort
added a 400-room hotel in 1972. Now
the hotel/casino complex has 2,793
rooms and last fall opened Grand Slam
Canyon, a five-acre, climate controlled
indoor amusement park.

Although Wet 'N Wild was also
added in the years following the open
ing of Circus Circus, the next big bid for
family business was the opening of
Steve Wynn's Mirage in the fall of
1989. While not catering specifically to
families with children, the Mirage's
Dolphin Pool, volcano, shark-tank and
tiger display certainly weren't con
structed to attract the average high-
rolier.

_ ~Afteralengthy building period, the
ExXcalibur Hotel/Casino was opened to
the public in 1990. At the time it was
built, it was the largest hotel in the
world, with 4,032 rooms. The big castle
at Tropicana and the Strip was con-
ceived and built by the Circus Circus
people and provided visitors with an
upscale midway, motion machine rides,
and the excitement of “‘King Arthur’s
Toumament.”

Soon the rush was on. Last year,
Circus Circus’s Luxor Hotel/Casino
opened in October featuring a variety of
entertainment and construction features
aimed at a family clientele. In addition
to the laser-eyed Sphinx at the entrance,
a reproduction of King Tut’s tomb, mo-
tion machine rides, and a barge tour, just
seeing the structure itself is enough to
stimulate the imagination.

Following the Luxor’s opening by
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a couple of weeks was the opening of
Treasure Island, next door to and con
nected to the Mirage. The outside of the
resort is built to resemble the pirate vil-
lage described in Stevenson’s Treasure
Island, and every 90 minutes, the pirate
ship Hispaniola and the frigate Britan-
nia engage in a cannon duel. Inside,
there is a state-of-the-art game arcade
and retail boutiques, and a decor that
continues the theme of the exterior.
Bringing the yearto a grand conclu-
sion, the billion-dollar, 5,005-room
MGM Grand had its grand opening. In
addition tothe MGM lion atthe entrance
and the Emerald City that you pass
through inside, the resort also uses ani-
matronic figures from the Wizard of Oz
story and other movie-themed artifacts
in its decorative scheme. The 33-acre
amusement park at the rear of the prop-
erty features 12 major attractions, as
well as shops, restaurants, and themed
streets. The MGM Grand also has a mid-
way for young people, three pools, ten
nis courts, and a “‘youth hotel.”’
Although Caesars Palace was built
in 1966, the classic fountains, wonder-
ful statuary, costumed employees and
reproductions of artifacts from the
Greco-Roman world still make it a
must-see item for everyone who comes
to Las Vegas. And the animatronic fig-
ures installed in the rotunda of the Fo-

The Changing Face of Las Vegas

rum Shops complex certainly appear to
be aimed at entertaining families. In
keeping with the expansive new mood
in town, Caesars Palace recently an-
nounced that it plans to add a new $§25
million, eight-story themed complex
that wiil be called “‘Caesars Magical

Emptre.” that will open in 1995.:
Visitors who have come to Las
Vegas with their families will also prob-
ably want to see the collection of movie
costumes and artifacts on display at the
Debbie Reynolds Hollywood Hotel and
Museum.
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Une ot the reasons why Las Vegas
is a great place to bring a family is the
price of food. Probably nowhere can
visitors eat as well for so little as they
can in Las Vegas. Many of the hotels
feature buffets that offer all you can eat
for a fixed price. Not only is the fixed
proce low, but the variety of food of-
fered at many buffets is far greater than
that found in many full-scale restau
rants, featuring as many as 45 food se-
lections per meal.

Buffet prices vary, but an average
is about $2.50 for breakfast, $3.50 for
lunch, and $4 to $5 for dinner. Some

places also offer champagne brunches.
They cost a little more but Mom and
Dad can have all the champagne they
can drink.

Atthe Rio, the Carnival World Buf-
fet offers diners Mexican, Brazilian,
Chinese, and Italian specialties in addi-
tion to the standard American items.

The buffet at Circus Circus is one
of the largest in Las Vegas, and their
three serving lines handle between
twelve and thirteen thousand people a
day. The buffet at their sister property,
Excalibur, also serves an average of
12,000 people a day. If you add in Ex
calibur’s other dining rooms, however,
the total number of diners they serve
averages 750,000 a month.

In addition to buffets, another way

of eating inexpensively in Las Vegas is
to have breakfast at one of a number of
hotels who between 11 PM and 6 AM
serve a full breakfast of eggs, bacon,
hash browns and toast for less than a
dollar.

And if you're hungry but want an
elegant entree, the Overland Stage Cafe in
the Fremont Hotel downtown, will serve
you a dinner that includes two lobster tails
and a succulent filet for just $8.88.

If you plan to spend some time in
Las Vegas, here is an odd assortment of
facts that you may find useful or perhaps
just...odd.

Because there is no
. blood test or waiting period,
: Las Vegas is probably the
% marriage capital of the U.S.
More than 86,000 marriage
licenses were issued by
Clark County in 1993. From
Monday through Thursday,
the Marriage License Bu-
reau in downtown Las Vegas
is open until midnight, and is
open continuously from 8
AM Friday until midnighton
* Sunday.
. The Clark County
" School District is the 11th
: largest in the country, with
181 public schools. In addi-
* tion, there are two commu-
nity colleges and the Univer-
sity of Nevada, Las Vegas.

More than 23 million
people visited Las Vegas last
year, which is probably why
the city has 13 of the 20 larg-
est hotels in the world. It
also has more hotel/motel
rooms than any other city in
i the U.S. — 86,053 — with
" about 14,000 just at the inter-
" section of Tropicana and the

H
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Strip.

There are 1,199 gaming licenses in
Clark County, with 109,368 slot ma-
chines and 3,661 live table games. The
casinos in Clark County won
$4,729,093,194 in 1993.

Although Las Vegas is only Amer-
ica’s 80th largest city, McCarran Air-
port (2,820 acres) is about the same size
as Houston’s Intercontinental Airport,
which serves America’s fourth largest
city. Sixty-four carriers use McCarran,
which averages 689 flights daily. With
over 22 million passengers last year,
McCarran is the 15th busiest airport in
the nation.

Las Vegas has about 500 churches
and synagogues to meet the spiritual
needs of both residents and visitors, rep

resenting more than 40 different faiths. .

The average temperature annually
in Las Vegas is actually only 66.3 de-
grees F. (19 C.). This, however didn’t
prevent it from reaching 117 F.one day
in 1942. When the weather is hot in Las
Vegas, itdoesn’t seem as hot as the same
temperature would seemm back home.
Because of the low humidity, .it seems
okay, unless, of course, you're standing
in the sun.

Annually, there are 211.5 clear days
and 82.4 partly cloudy ones, so it's a great
place to work on your tan,

The 726-foot high Hoover Dam
nearby generates enough electricity to
supply half a million homes for a year.
Lake Mead, which was created when the
dam was built, is a wonderful spot for
outdoor recreation. The lake has a sur-
face area of about 255 square miles and
a 550 mile shoreline.

Entertainment, however, is still
what attracts people to Las Vegas, and
the biggest names in the business regu-
larly play its showrooms. Additionally,
the major hotel/casinos feature on-go-
ing shows that are taken for granted here
but would be considered breathtaking
events somewhere else. Consider for a
moment that on a given night you can
choose between watching:

Mounted knights from King Ar-
thur’s Court jousting nightly at the Ex-
calibur,

Extravagant dance numbers, belly
dancers, and a chariot race at the
Luxor’s ¥Winds of the Gods.

Si¢gfried and Roy as they battle a
several-stories-high mechanical dragen
on the stage of the Mirage Hotel/Casino.

Roller skaters zooming through and
around an entranced audience at *‘Star-
light Express,” the Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber musical at the Las Vegas Hilton.

Can-can dancers at the Tropicana's
fabled “*Folies Bergere,” as they perform
seemingly impossible physical feats. -

The Titanic sink on stage as just
part of the multi-miilion dollar show
“Jubilee!”’ at Bally’s.

World Champion Magician Lance
Burton’s performance at the Hacienda,
which may give you second thoughts
about the existence of magic.

This is just a sampling of the major
shows available in addition to all of the
other singers, dancers, and entertainers
that perform year round.

When Las Vegas began advenrtising
itself as “*The Entertainment Capital of
the World” some years ago, it was no
idle boast, as you can easily prove to
yourself any night of the week while
you're in town. 9




(L3

T

19 )

; TfCREATING THE ILLUSION

'OF TROPICAL SPLENDOR
At the, irage’s new complex
TR O :

The owners of the new $300 million Treasure Island
Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada, Mirage
| Corporation, designed their elaborate new attraction to
I'| have the appearance of an 18th Century Caribbean
building. Part of achieving this architectural effect
required special simulated balconies outside all win-
dows on the facade ... 870 windows, to be exact. After
rejecting 12 concepts due to failure to meet strict
weight, load and cost requirements, the challenging
fabrication contract was awarded to Treadway
Industries of Phoenix, Arizona.

The company provided a simple solution to meet
the casino's needs - use Futura's Styrothane system
over computer cut Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) foam.
According to Peter Brake of Treadway, “The other
companies planned to use aluminum and didn't offer a
good option for three-dimensional balconies. Our full
figure foam sample coated with Styrothane and
Styrotex is the system they fell in love with.”

“The Futura structural urethane provide a tough,
smooth uniform finish,” he added. “This made the
stone texture finish very easy to create. With
Styrothane, we were able to complete the whole pro-
ject in just three and a half months - that was way
ahead of schedule. Styrothane was the only way to go!”
(Styrothane is a fast-set, spray-applied urethane, and
Styrotex, the top coat used at Treasure Island, is a tex-
tured, decorative architectural finish.)

write 802 on Reader Inquiry Card
Futura Coatings/Hazelwood, MO
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HEIGHTEN THE LgRoBP.
SENSE OF ADVENTURE
With Pioneer video equipment

Visitors cast "away everyday cares,for
adventure on the high seas at Treasure
Island theme resort in Las Vegas, Nevada.
To get guests in a jolly roger spirit,
Treasure Island depends on Piokeer New
Media Technologies audio and video
equipment.

Five Pioneer CD Autochangers pro-
vide the entire hotel theme music that is
also sent to The Mirage, a sister resort, via
fiber optic feed. The lobby, casino, and
pool areas, and other general spaces of
both Treasure Island and The Mirage
enjoy the background sounds of Brazilian
and Reggae-style music. Treasure Island’s
gourmet restaurants have their own dedi-
cated units for specialized theme music.

The completely automated system is
linked through Macintosh software de-
signed by Gefen Systems of Woodland
Hills, California, and integrated by
Acromedia of Los Angeles. Each CD
Autochanger has a computer controller
and all five are networked through a host
Macintosh where global or individual
changes can be executed.

As guests arrive through Treasure
Island’s major entrance, they are greeted
by a 4' by 4’ video wall featuring Pioneer
Projection CUBE Technology and eight
Pioneer LaserDisc Players as the video
source. Self-promotional spots captivate
visitors with the pirate theme.

Pioneer Projection CUBEs feature
flat, non-reflective screens for a wider

viewing angle and high visibility under a

variety of lighting conditions. Horizontal
resolution is 800 lines, and even the cor-
ners are bright and distortion-free.
{ Pioneer's RM-V2000A has a built-in circuit
! that electronically corrects any illumina-
i tion problems before they become visible.
| Pioneer Projection CUBESs can be stacked
| vertically to any height with a near seam-

less image, providing all the impact of a
movie screen for entertaining, informative,
vivid images.

“Pioneer has the technology to create
system solutions,” said Paul Dempsey, vice
president of Pioneer. “Sites like Treasure
Island have found that our equipment is
the highest quality, easy to operate, and
can fulfill a variety of needs in fully-inte-
grated systems.”

Pioneer New Media Technologies rep-
resents a broad range of Pioneer products
and systems for non-consumer and com-
mercial entertainment environments.
Write 413 on Reader Inquiry Card
Pioneer New Media Technologies/
Saddle River, NJ
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Jand applied for these physwally demand- = wind starts swirling, we cancel — or limit the fire-

ing roles, and 200 auditioned.) v
' From control panels hidden within
Tip-rap Caribbean village around the
men and women ' handle the technical
shouts and screams, the pyrotechnic

the stoi:é and
lagoon, nine

work — the

' The show can be stopped from
the captain of either ship, each of whom has a red
emergency button. ‘One evening the show was
" stopped when a tourist jumped into the water,
Lauve said, “and it wasn’t even spring break.”
|

iations.

| “Because of the powder-based pyrotechnics and .
propane explosions, we won't start a show if it’s

gusting more than 15 mph,” Lauvg said “If the

.and, for the most part, is 6
. foot-deep hole where the British ship sinks and a 14.
wizardry of . i dive overboard. Beca
flames and fireworks, the splintering of a tall mast. - - i of
or by -

i ' vives to rule anothef'dayby
The wind is the most likely culprit behind cancel- :

works.”

Buccaneer Béy holds 2% inilh‘on gallons of water

l. Other backstage secrets:

feet deep. There's a 40.

The British captain sur-
donning a scuba mask

just as he slips beneath the surface, his descent care-
fully monitored on video screens™ ‘
AndtwooftheBritishsailor_sare_girls,» B
. Conley News Servioe J
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SERVICE REPORTER

CHICAB0, IL
MONTHLY 42,000

JUNE 1994

BUYRRELLE'S "
[T ba.. "

READY, AIM, FIRE!!!
The British navel officers fire a cannon at
the pirates’ ship during the Battle of Buccaneer
The battle rages six times daily at a new
resort, Treasure Island at the v
{mance combines propane * .
®6IQnS, mechanical effects
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Old Dunes is'done  £/7(, E£.

BREEZE-COURIER

TAYLORVILLE, IL
DAILY & SUNDAY 7,563

WEDNESDAY

JUL 20 1994

BURRELLE'S
88 — uz
..ce. .

k)
-
>
®
e

JRSCE

LAS VEGAS — The 17-story tower of the old Dunes Hotel-Casing lsshaumjustbeore
Wednesda.y,asttbegmstommzpledurlngano&y. dustytmplosion.’lhetowertsbeirgmzed
to make way for two new resorts on the property. Another Dunes tower was imploded last
October n a flery spectacle that was shown around the world.
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CHICAGO TRIBUNE

CHICAGO, 1L

SUNDAY 1,109,622
JUL 24 1994
Lurpeuiess
210 UM
..ceona .a...n

GrowingLas Vegas looks for'a better deal

The century-bld ﬁght for‘ the '

West's scarce- water supplies en-
ters a new, more civilized, phase.
First of a series.

By Hugh Dellios HA3( AR

TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

"LAS VEGAS—The thousands of
tourists and casino-hoppers float-
ing each day down this city’s fa-

mous Strip might-be forgiven for
not knowing that the desert gam-

bling mecca is on the verge of a
water crisis. )

AN

In these days.6f family fun.in

in the natlon ‘ﬁl}gl,‘&wert that re-

Las Vegas, water-is as big a lure-- ceives-only-four .inches of rain a

on the Strip as neon, craps tables.-

and dancing girls; o
It gushes from' an artificial vol-

cano, ripples beneath life-size
sailing ships, pushes boats along.- drf

a replica of the Nile River and

distracts antsy cr_;udr'en at hugg.: .

water parks.. g :

True to Las’Vegas’ unlqueJ
brand of make-believe, it is allv:g'

mirage. ‘
Expanding fastef than any city

year, Las' Vegas is scheduled to
-drink ‘up ‘the:last of its water
rights: within 20 years. At that
point, .officials warn, its casino-
ven‘economy: could be drained
. like’ a penniless player after a
night at the slot machines.

.-This; sparkling. city is on the

* front. ines<ofs 8 new era in the

-war:for water:in. the West. The
demand for water {s rising apace
- T SEER WaTER, PacE 12

17

[N
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‘ ' AP photos
The sometlm proﬂigate use of water belles the \z water ctisis. Las Vegas has: banned new
artificlal subdivision lakes Hke the one above.-And s of Treasure Island hotel point out that most
of the water in the 2.5 million gallon Buccaneer Bay is recycled from: guest room sinks and showers.

TIC 1976

B21




A

*tas

‘Water;

CONTINUED FroM PaGE 1

with the region’s growth in popu-
-lation. But for the most part, the
:glory days of dam building and
-harnessing the flow of nature are
‘over.

In today's West—an increasingly
urban and more environmentally
sensitive place—the old strong-
arm methods of apportioning
water have given way to
scavenging, skimping and bar-
gaining to make water supplies
stretch in a region where there
never has been enough to go
around.

But Las Vegas’' water crisis also
has opened the door for potential-
ly unparalleled cooperation among
the seven states that depend on
the Colorado River for water. And
it may yet lead to a new flexibility
in rigid water laws crucial for the
Sun Belt to continue developing in
defiance of the desert upon which
it is built.

“The growth has been beyond
anybody’'s expectations, but it's
our turn now,” Nevada Gov. Bob
Miller said. “Water is the thing
people have been killing each
other over for 100 years. I'm not
suggesting it’s any less volatile,
but we're trying to be more civi-
lized.”

Since one-armed John Wesley
Powell first explored the Colorado
River in 1869, there have been
doubts that enough water was
available to satisfy all Americans’
ambitions in the West. Its scarcity
has made it the currency of life,
death, power and weaith in the re-
gion.

Slan.

Now, adding to narurai scarciy
are a new array of problems that
could amount to a permanent, po-
litically driven drought. They in-
clude environmental restrictions,
budget concerns, Indian water-
rights claims and increased com-
petition for water between devel-
oping areas across the region.

“The West has grown from 16
million to 56 million since World
War I. If we do it again in the
next 50 years, we'd have an unac-
ceptable situation,” said Charles
Wilkinson, a Colorado University
law professor and leading critic of
Western water practices.

“You can't just continue putting
more Los Angeleses and Las
Vegases out there. There’s not
enough water if you desire any
sustainability with healthy rivers
and healthy rural communities
next to them. We're getting our-
selves in real deep, and I think
people are beginning to realize
that.”

Las Vegas may have the most

~«"icute problem but other areas
* dso face possible water troubles.

A recent report estimated that,
unless water management is im-
proved and political hurdles
scaled, all of California could suf-
fer chronic water shortfalls by
2020. .

In Arizona, careful planning for
the future growth of Phoenix and
Tucson has been clouded by con-
cerns over the cost of a federal
pipeline to deliver the necessary
water.

New Mexico discovered recently
it had less groundwater than it
once thought, complicating plans
by Intel Corp., the world's largest
computer chip manufacturer, to
expand a plant near Albuquerque.

At the same time, Western boom
towns such as Durango, Colo., are
beginning to compete for the re-
gion's water to support their de-
velopment as trendy recreation
spots. But they are finding that
hudgetarv and environmental con-
cerns make it not so easy
anymore to tap into streams run-
ning out of nearby mountains.

Promoters of the new urban
West believe there is enough
water for everyone if Westerners
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326,000 gallons, enough to sefle
two average families for a yeary:

As the West has grown over the
last 66 years, those precious river
allotments have become etched:in
stone in what Westerners call “the
Law of the River.” They are jéal-
ously guarded and defended=in
court against any attempts to alter
them. Thus today Las Vegas only
can watch as torrents of water
run through Hoover Dam on the
way elsewhere, .

“We're the only major city tha
sits on the Colorado River, and we
can't touch it,” said Patricia Mul-
roy, general manager of the South-
ern Nevada Water Authority. “Do
you know how difficult it is to ex-
plain to people that there’s no
water as they're going out to
water ski on Lake Mead?”” _

Las Vegas officials say the bur-
geoning city will exhaust its
modest share of the Colorado -by
2013. As more and more tourists
and gamblers flock here from ‘all
over the world, the city is growing
at a rate of more than 1,100 new
residents a week.

From 1990 to 1992 alone, the city
grew nearly 14 percent, to a popu-
lation of 971,169 from 852,737, ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau. In 1980 the city and environs
had only 463.087 people.

The newcomers fill three shifts
of casino and hotel jobs in a 24
hour town that never sleeps de-
spite all the beds in its 93,000 hotel
rooms. Officials say another 10,000
hotel rooms could be built within
the next three years as the city
steps up its attempts to lure fami-
ly vacationers with fantasy set-
tings and theme parks.

CAd
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Hampering Las Vegas' dlietp
to find new water sources is its
reputation as one of the world's
biggest water wastrels. It con-.
sumes more than 300 gallons -of
water per person per day. By con.
trast, another desert city, Tucson,
has adopted stringent conserva-
tion programs and consumes only
156 gallons per person per day.

The water menagerie along the
Strip does not help, but even Las
Vegas' most strident critics agree
the casinos and hotels are not the
main problem. More than 60 per-
cent of the city’s water goes for
residential use, and the bulk of
that overwaters lush green lawns
on the city’s blossoming West
Side.

Where once rock and sand
marked the city’'s edge, sub-
divisions now sprout with turf
grass lawns, artificial lakes and
names like The Lakes and
Mariner’'s Cove. While city offi-
cials have banned new lakes,
homeowners say the existing con-
ceits make them forget they live
in a desert.

“When I walk by and it's hot, |
feel cool here,” said Judy Pink. 41,
who stopped to sit beside a pond
in her subdivision while on her
daily walk with her two dogs. The
skin-care consultant moved to Las
Vegas from Los Angeles after the
January earthquake.

“In Arizona, there's no doubt
you're in the desert. Here, there's
definitely an image that you're
not With that big dam [and reser-
voir] out there, I don't know how
Las Vegas could ever go dry,” she
said.

The sense that water is plentiful
takes its most ironic turn in the
2.5-million-gallon Buccaneer Bay
in front of the new Treasure
Island hotel on the Strip, where
actors dressed as pirates and
royal sailors battle between two
life-sized 19th Century sailing
ships.

Hotel officials proudly note that
most of the water is recycled from
guestroom sinks and showers.

But another portion is pumped
from groundwater threatening to
flood the hotel's parking tunnels
because of all the lawn-watering
on the West Side. The grgund- -
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Assistant interior Secretary Elizabeth Rieke (left) says tere may not
" be enough water to meet Westem requirements 50 years from now:

water is not fit for consumption.

--*“This is a desert,” said Chris
Brown, executive director of a Ne-
vada community activist group
called Citizen Alert. “The idea that

everyone should have a lawn and ~

a fountain in their backyard is
nuts. People are using up to 12
times what they should be on
their lawns. Essentially, we have
people watering everyday, and
during the day when it all
evaporates.”

" Brown and other environmen-
talists contend that with enforce-
ment of stringent conservation
laws, Las Vegas’ existing water
source would stretch a lot further.
Local water district officials have
tried to discourage waste by
raising rates up to 50 percent for
big water users such as golf
courses and-municipal parks and
threatening to fine abusers. But
they say conservation will only
stretch the city’s supply until 2000.
" With the crisis point approach-
ing, Mulroy and her staff applied
to the state in 1989 to tap into
groundwater in 26 valleys in rural
counties north of the city. They
asked to lay $1.5 billion of
pipelines to ship 250,000 acre-feet
of water a year to Las Vegas.

When the application became
public, it created a furor in Ne-
vada. Farmers, condemning the
water waste in Las Vegas as a
“Roman orgy,” accused the city of
trying to repeat Los Angeles’ leg-
endary water grab that dried up
California’s Owens Valley in the
Sierra Nevada northeast of the

GROWING THIRST

- city. Environmentalists charged

that the Nevada pumping would
ruin trout streams and wilderness

Hearings were scheduled, but
wary Las Vegas officials recently

- put the groundwater proposal on

the backburner. They filed an ap.
plication with the state for per-

- mission to build a dam and

pipeline project on the Virgin
River that runs into the Colorado
north of the city—an equally ob-
jectionable option for environmen-
talists who fear harm to the Vir-
gin’s ecosystem.

While the Virgin River decision
is pending, Las Vegas officials
hint that their real goal is to force
a review of the law of the river, so
they finally can take from the Col-
orado River water that short-
sightedness denied them in the
1920s. Taking the water through
existing pipelines. to the Colorado

--would be far cheaper than build-

ing new ones to the Virgin River.
~ Only an agreement between all
seven states and an act of Con-
gress could change the nearly sac-
rosanct river law, a slim possibili-
ty. So Nevada officials have
floated ideas such as long-term
water leases or a “water bank” in
which the states could store sur-
plus water and sell it to each
other. (Arizona and the four states
in the upper Colorado basin—Col-
orado, New Mexico, Utah and
Wyoming—do not use their full al-
lotments.)

Clinton administration officials

welcome the proposals and have
announced their own plans"for
frying to “loosen the strings” of
the river law without permanently
taking away anyone’s water,
hoping to avoid anothet-r fruitless
effort to forge agreemen :
efr“What Nreg:ada'ls'domg, in the
eontext of the discussions, is one
of the most exciting things in
Western water in half a century:
said the Bureau of Reclamation’s
Beard. )
. More impom;x;ls);.l the mag;
water bank pro was
jectedoutot‘handbyArizonaand
California, whose officials were
angered when Las Vegas lobbied
for a larger permanent share of
the Colorado River and offered to
buy water rights from private
users in neighboring states.
Proponents say the water pank
proposal could end up providing
more water for growing popula-
tions in both Nevada and Califor-
t'mli-n Arizona, a water bank could
provide money to pay back the
federal government for the Central
Arizona Project, a recently com-
pleted pipeline system from the
Colorado. State officials count on
the pipelines to supply growing
Phoenix and Tucson in the mm.
butaplanforfarmerstousextin

ma‘ve_.(-u CORPE [ SRS
-Another gneoun,insf-#@'m
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Nevada is a recently approveu
pilot project in which Las Vegas
and Los Angeles. essentially pur-
chase a small amount of Arizona
farmers’ unused groundwater. The
deal was brokered by Nevada's
Mulroy, who has become a proph-
et of water reform as chairman of
4 new group called the Western
Urban Water Coalition.

Still, details on the water bank
proposals remain :to be worked
out, and Arizona officials who
fought California all the way into
the 1960s to secure their share of
the Colorado need to overcome
years of suspicion. For their part,
California officials vow to do
whatever necessary to protect
their share of the rivers water.

“We thought we had the battle
won in the 1960s, and now Nevadga
is talking about taking our water
away from us,” said Mark Killian,

speaker of the Arizona House of |

Representatives, “Well, we feel
we've paid our dues in p i
for our future, and Las Vegas is
kind of a Johnny-come.lately."

Up against the wall, Las Vegas
officials say they will push for an
unprecedented agreement to keep
their casinos flush and their
lawns lush. Their only other op-
tion is an old-fashioned Western
water war, )

“Nothing was going to change
until someone had a crisis,” Mul-
roy said, “and Nevada had the cri-
sis first.”

Next: New allies in the water

b o
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the new breed of Las Vegas rp

between the Hispaniola and

he HMS Britannia. We won't teil you who wins, but you can be sure

Susan 8. Douglsa/For Escape!

sorts where gaming and entertainment are blended into a total resort experience. Shown is a

the battle is spectacular.
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«~ By Bruce A. Dougias
. Escapel Editor

v
- AS VEGAS — One look at the
massive marquee outside this
- J towering hotel — with its haunt-
ing skull and menacing razor
sharp daggers — and guests will
immediately know that they are in store
for an enchanting visit to an island filled
with so many wonders that Robert
Louis Stevenson, author of the classic
adventure tale — “Treasure Island” —
would have a hard time imagining such
earthly delights.

Treasure Island opened its doors on
Oct. 26, 1993, and is a sister property to
the cqually mesmeric Mirage, which is
convenicntly located next door and
connected by a handy menorail system.

Indeed, Treasure Island at the Mir-
age — the newest jewel in the crown of
Las Vegas hotel entrepreneur Stephen

- A. Wynn — is an idyllic pirate's village

wherce guests can escape from the rig-
ors of their daily routine and try their
hand atye pirate life.

TreasHre Istand is built of pieces and
parts of booly that the pirates have
plundcred from around the world. If
you will, let's take a brief tour:

Dramatic Island Entry

The adventure of Treasure Island
begins as Las Vegas Boulevard is
transformed into a long wooden dock
traversing the waters of Buccaneer
Bay. As guests approach Treasure Is-
land they find themselves transported
to an 18th century bustling pirate vil-
lage, highlighted by Buccaneer Bay vil-
lage. ,

Buccaneer Bay village is a rich pir-
ate’s capital. When resting between
travels over the Seven Seas, the pirates
made their home at this bay village. All
the businesses necessary to keep any
city alive are replicated here — a
foundry, a warehouse, a sail repair shop
and any necessary commercial busi-
nesses. It is here, within the waters of
Buccaneer Bay, the excitement begins.

Sea Battle on the ‘Strip’

A British frigate, the HMS Brigannia,
steals around Skull Point and spies the
pirate ship Hispaniola unloading its
booty. The British challenge the pirates
to surrender. Brazenly, the pirates re-
fuse. A full-scale pyrotechnic war to the
finish ensues, with huge masts snap-
ping and plunging into the sea, build-
ings exploding into flames and sailors
catapuiting through the air.

Just as the pirntes appear to be los-
ing the battle, the pirate captain swings
across the ship from the bow to the

stem, grabs a smoldering ember and
lights the fuse on the final cannon. The
fateful shot hits the Britannia dead
center. The Britannia tilts to one side
and slowly sinks into the waters below
as the British captain stands defiantly
on deck and goes down with his ship.

Pirate-Village: — Interior

Guests enter Treasure Island through
Buccaneer Bay’s main gate into a
pirate village which serves as the town
plaza and the hub of the resort's vari-
ous attractions. Here, the 18th century
has been faithfully reproduced, bringing
to life the splendor of the pirate era.

The interior of the resort replicates a
pirate city. Balconies line the walkways
and lanterns illuminate what appear to
be shadows of pirates moving through
the rooms. Many of the railings and
columns that line the Treasure Island
walkways were taken {rom the Old
World palaces they once graced.

Fine Dining at the island
Treasure Island fcatures two gourmet

And, it's worth noting, that if you
happen to be dining — as Susan and 1
were — while a sea battle is blazing
away outside your dining room window,
the waiters encourage guests to get up
and take a closer look.

Meanwhile, your food is kept warm
with domed plate covers or even re-
turned to the kitchen for safekeeping,
so you don't have to worry about miss-
ing a bite or a battle!

Family Dining at the Island

Treasure Island also features more
informal, relaxed dining experiences.
These restaurants offer a variety of
moderately priced choices for those
with hearty appetites or those seeking a
light snack.

The Lookout Cafe — Open 24 hours
a day, this coffee shop gives guests the
feeling they are dining under the hull of
a man-o-war. Overlooking the lushly
landscaped swimming pool, the Lookout
Cafe offers a vast array of menu items
including salads, sandwiches, all-

dining experiences in striking settings.

The Plank — Specializing in mes-
quite grilled seafood and steak, this
pirate’s library is warmly lit by wall
sconces and chandeliers stolen by the
pirates from around the world. The
walls are lined with bookcases filled
with old books and artifacts from the
pirates’ adventures on the Seven Seas.

The Plank features such sumptuous
entrees as the Captain’s Feast of
broiled lobster, shrimp scampi and gril-
led scallops or The Edwardian com-
bination of a succulent lamb chop and
lobster tail.

"The Buccaneer Bay Club — Locatec
on the second level and overlooking
Buccaneer Bay, each window in this
intimate space overlooks the excite-
ment of the battle below and the Las
Vegas “Strip” beyond.

While enjoying the panoramic view,
guests may indulge themselves with the
Cornish Game Hen, the sauteed Chil-
ean Sea Bass or tho Shrimp Scampi
saute,

American breakfasts, both lunch and
dinner entrees and exotic desserts.

The Black Spot Grille — Designed
as a sidewalk cafe, the Black Spot Grille
overlooks the action of the casino as
well as the bustle of the shopping
promenade. This casual Italian atmos-
phere features a variety of pasta and
salads.

The Smuggler’s Cantina — For the
pirate on the run, the Smuggler’s Can-
tina provides a quick bite to eat featur-
ing specialties from South of the Bor-
der. Located in the heart of the shop-
ping promenade, the cantina serves
lunch and dinner. .

The Treasure Island Buffet — A
variety of tempting delights is offered
“or breakfast, lunch and dinner. Break-
fast features American cuisine, while

.lunch and dinner are served in three
Jeparate settings, offering American,
Ttalian or Chinese selections. The
American Buffet is an “outdoor” dock-
side restaurant in New Orleans featur-
ing shingled roofs and a cobblestone
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uvor. The second buffet is an Italian
‘street scene offering both “indoor” and
utdoor” seating. The Chinese Buffet

 completely “outdoors” as guests look
- ugh garden windows at the Hong

, harbor as it was when the pirates
i wed in the 17th century.
i The Seven Seas Snack Bar — For a
lighter bite, the snack bar offers a vari-
£ty of seafood selections, chowders,
. ndwiches and burgers. Breakfast is
! so available. :

Sweet Revenge — Serving freshly
Jnade soft-serve ice cream, frozen yog-
| 't and delicious sundaes, Sweet
; evenge is sure to shiver ye timbers.

‘The Shopping Promenade

* From that forgotten toothbrush and a
! vorite magazine to designer fashions,
-.unning jewelry or exotic treasures
from Morocco and around the world,
"reasure Island offers a full comple-
- 1ent of retail stores including:
Damsels in Dis'Dress — Women's
contemporary sportswear and ac-
:ssories;

)

B34

TIC 2041

Captain Kids — Children’s logo
merchandise, plush animals and toys;

The Treasure Chest — Watches, fine

and fashion jewelry;

Loot n’ Booty — Themed logo mer-
chandise, sundries and exotic Moroccan
treasures; '

The Buccaneer Bay Shoppe —
Treasure Island logo merchandise;

The Crow’s Nest — Treasure Island
and Cirque du Soleil logo items.

Pirate's Life In Mutiny Bay

For those who dare to try their hand
at the pirate life, intrigue and merri-
ment mingle in Mutiny Bay. Treasure
Island’s entertainment center offers an
array of activities set in an atmosphere
of drama, mystery and fantasy.

Designed as an ancient Moorish
castle, Mutiny Bay features state-of-the-
art video games, pinball and electron-
ically simulated games. At the center of
Mutiny Bay are the Midway games of
skill, where hopeful pirates can try their
luck and win treasures aplenty.

Magnifique Cirque du Soleil

Cirque du Soleil brings entertain-
ment in Las Vegas to an entirely new
level of excitement. The worid-
renowned Montreal-based company
has been creating innovative circus
productions with dazzling theatricality
since the birth of the company in
1984.

With the introduction of a captivat-
ing new show, “Mystere,” Cirque du
Soleil brings to Treasure Island a
sense of creativity and imagination
which are the ideal complement for
the new resort.

“Mystere” features 70 artists {rom
around the world, including acrobats,
clowns, comedians, actors, singers
and musicians. The spacious 1,500-
seat showroom, Cirque's first year-
round facility, was built specifically for
this production.

If you happened to sec Cirque du
Soleil when the troupe was in Chicago
last summer, then you've only scen a
sliver of what the company is capable
of doing.

“Mystere” is one of the finest pro-
ductions I've ever had the pleasure of
viewing — here or abroad. Antics on
and off the stage keep the show run-
ning at a pirate’s pace. Without a
doubt, I'd have to rate the show four
doubloons!

Doubloon Saloon — If guests are
looking to dance the night away, the
Doubloon Saloon, located in the heart
of the casino, is the place to be. ‘

The design inspiration was a cavern

lavished by the plunder from pirate
ships bound for the capitals of Europe.

Here, guests can enjoy the action of
the lounge's state-of-the-art light and
sound show or enjoy a cocktail at the
bar. The Caribbean rhythms of the
lively and energetic group Panama are
featured daily.

The Treasure Island Casino

No, 1 didn’t forget the casino. Treas-
ure Island's casino continues the tradi-
tion of extraordinary gaming rooms for
which Mirage Resorts has become
known.

The casino has the fezl of an old
Caribbean pirate's hideaway. Decorated
in rich gold and white-washed tones,
the casino is highlighted by treasure,
plundere:i by the pirates from foreign
lands and brought to their new home,
Treasure Island.

Yes, you might come away empty
handed. However, you'll have had such
a wonderful time handing over your
cash that you'll be smiling all the way to

m TREASURE, Page 14
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the change booth.

Rooms and Sultes

The Treasure Island guest
rooms — all 2,900 of them,
including 212 suites in three
36-story towers — are tradi-
tionally decorated in soft earth
tones.

Each room features floor-to-
ceiling glass with a spec-
tacular view of either the
mountains, Buccaneer Bay
and the “Strip,” or the pool
area.

The European fabrics were
designed and manufactured
specifically for Treasure Is-
land and can be found no-
where else in the world
These fabrics combined with
custom-woven lattice carpet-
ing provide a traditional
background for the bleached
Photo courtesy Mirage Resorts Inc.

The guest rooms and suites

convey a residential feeling for Upon checking in at the elegant Treasure Island, guests may choose composed from the bones of those who dared to dely ancient
an added sense of comfort and 10 relax in Captaln Morgan's Lounge. Here, elaborate chandellers pirates are finished In gold leaf and aged to glve a sense of intrigue.”
relaxation. They are in fact

among the most comfortable

and user-friendly rooms that

we've encountered on this or

any other “Island.”

TIC 2042

B35




The Wedding 0=uvm_u

: Created in a traditional

¢ European style, the Treasure
- Island wedding chapels fea-

" ture marble-lined altars and

~ exquisite floral arrangements.
; One chapel seats 65 guests

¢ and the other 35.

. Professional bridal consult-

" ants assigned to each wedding

. assist in all of the arrange-

. ments, including reception
planning, formal wear rental
and securing the officlant to
perform the ceremony.

. Photographic, video and
floral needs can be met on
site and any last minute ac-

" cessory needs are available at
the wedding boutique located
within the wedding chapels.

And, if you are thinking that
a wedding chapel, just be-
cause it's in a Las Vegas

"hotel, Is going to be something

less than fashionable, you
couldn’t be any further from
the truth.

We happened to be touring
the facility while a ceremon

was about to take place, and it

was really quite touching. You
could tell that :mm was a class

’

operation in all phases of its

design.

Spa and Beauty Salon
Treasure Island’s Spa and

Beauty Salon offer guests the
latest in fitness, health and

beauty programs in a Juxuri- .

ous, elegant and relaxing en-
vironment,

Staffed by fitness experts,
the health club features sepa-
rate men's and women's facil-
ities, a state-of-the-art ex-
ercise room, sauna, steam-
bath, whirlpool and massages.
The Beauty Salon offers a full
complement of services in-
cluding hair stylists, mani-
curists and aestheticians.

Meetings, Conventions

Treasure Island offers
business travelers a
personalized setting in which
to conduct business.

The resort’s 18,000 square
feet of convention space is
conveniently located on the

roperty’s second floor, mak-

g it easily accessible from
guest rooms, yet distinctly
separate, from other activities.

Groups from five to 1,000
can be accommodated in this

flexible space.
Getting to the Island

There are literally a dozen
or more carriers with non-
stop and connecting service to
Las Vegas from Chicago. We
shopped around and found a
good buy on Phoenix based
America West.

Our mid-morning, non-stop
flight from Chicago's Midway
Airport proved to be a pleas-
ant surprise,

This was our first time on
America West and we found
the flight crew and ground
personnel at check-n to be
extremely capable,

And, one thing we noticed
about Midway Alrport staffers.
They just seemed a bit friend-
lier and less stressed than
their counterparts at O’Hare.
It could have been my imagi-
nation, but I don't think so.

Flying time to Las Vegas
was sbout 3 ¥ hours, although
the time went by rather
u,aa&.. We checked out both

e coach and first class sec-
tions on America West, and..
overall the carrier definitely
has its act together.

While it might not be one of

-

“the big boys"” such as Amer-
lcan or United, you'd never be
able to tell it. And, we
wouldn't hesitate to book an-
other America West flight.

Island Reservations

Although we have no res-
ervations in recommending
Treasure lsland, it does re-
M.E.d reservations to stay

ere. Up-to-date information
on availability can be obtained
by calling 1-800-944-7444.

Nightly mid-week rates be-
gin at $59 for a standard
room, double occupancy. Dis-
counted packages and group
rates are also available. It's
best to check with a travel

agent who can readily supply
room and flight information.

Dor't be surprised if you
come across a “sold out” sign
on the entrance. Both Treas-
ure Island and the Mirage
have been running at a phe-
nomenal occupancy rate of
just under 100 percent during
the past year.

Yes, they’re that popular,
and once you've been, you'll
understand why the Mirage
Resorts properties have de-
veloped such a faithful follow-
ing since their opening.

Please excuse me, [ believe
I hear a cannon firing in the
background. We must be un-

] der attack! '
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ISLAND OF ROMANCE
A two-night Winter Romance
package at Treasure Island in
Las Vegas runs Nov. 27-Jan. 19,

—a——

nights.

Included are champagne on
arrival, breakfast in bed, admis-
sion to the hotel’s spa and a
photo keepsake. Cosat is $119-
S140  per person, double,
depending on room type.

The package is subject to
availability and is not available to
meeting attendees or during the
holidays.

Contact 800-944-7444 for indi-

viduals and 800-944-7711 for .

groups of 20 or more rooms.

Sunday through Thursday
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BABY STROLLERS
AND HIGH ROLLERS

With battling frigates and sprawling amusement parks, new Las Vegas
resorts are odds-on favorites for family vacations.

Think of Las Vegas as a fascinating,
but basically harmless, beast with
flashing eyes, a whirring roar, and grasp-
ing tentacles. It's America’s fastest-grow-
ing city—nearly one million residents
find its desert landscape with imported
trees and exaggerated architecture irre-
sistible. Another 25 million of us visit each
year, lured by its neon blaze and honeyed
promises of easy money.

Lately, this monster has been stirring.
Three new mega-resorts—MGM Grand
Hotel and Theme Park, Luxor, and Trea-
sure_[sland—have opened within the Jast
year-and-a-half. All offer more than gam-
bling, and all seem to welcome baby
strollers as well as high rollers,

Theories abound about this latest
incarnation. Some think the popularity of
riverboat and reservation gambling has
fostered competitive panic. Some say
casinos are responding to the needs of
business travelers who bring their fami-
lies on trips to convention-heavy towns
like Vegas. Others feel it’s a scheme to
inculeate the gaming instinct in wee visi-
tors. But, demurs Mike Donahue, a
spokesperson for the city, “The real inten-
tion is simply to make Las Vegas a more
complete destination. People who have
wanted to travel with their kids can now
experience Las Vegas.”
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That's always been true, to a point.
Since 1968, Circus Circus, a gambling
resort featuring circus acts, has been
entertaining the little ones while mom
and dad trotted off to the slots,

Still, Las Vegas remains primarily a
playground for adults; children are tabog
on the gaming floors and in nightclubs.
Some of the billed-for-kids shows feature
scantily clad women, and sidewalk racks
advertise girlic shows.

e
ro

s
2

NN

Clockwise, from top: 2 giant Sphinx guards Luxer, the Emerald City sparkles at
MGM Grand, and Treasure island’s arcade promises fun and games.

———— e

Country Sampler's WEST
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Wernings aside, here's a look at the
new I.nnilv-l'rivmll_v L.as Vegas:

I toswen where the major properties
teatiee bchy “757 and “11s” in their
phone nambers, vy gotta have a gimmick.
Al ever sinee the 1989 opening of the
voloano crs oy, Mirage, simmicks have
spewed donh hike so much volcanic ash,
Fhe Diggest one of (hem Al so far, comes
Promy MGM Grand (702-891-1111 or
SUO-Q29 1y hee workd's largest hotel,
wWth et oy 5000 rooms,

Phetheme atthe Crand 15 movies (per-
Mo anpoken apology by major
“harehold s Kk Kerkoran, who broke

Bl oo oy hearts when he razed

the ol NN o lots in the T980s). The

HIOv oS e Lo A
N e abive, well, ang rolling here,

e teature ATrAChon s The Vizard of

vosca oy [obyyg, /AN IR EA

0z,” with strolling characters and a
seven-story recreation of the Emerald
City, complete with green crystal spires
and a yellow-brick road. Elsewhere on the
property are movie sets, including a
Casablanca scene, a New York street, an
Asian village, Tumbleweed Gulch,
and ... you get the moving picture.
Aside from its enormous casino—
171,000 square feet guarded by an 88-foot
replica of the MGM lion—and acres of
rooms, the Grand boasts its own action

park, Grand Adventures, populated by .

cartoons-come-to-life and enough heart-
thumping rides to keep even the most
restless kid amused. All rides and shows
can be enjoyed for a daylong fee
of $15 for adults; 510 for kids (guests
receive some discounts).

features puzzles and puppets for your
preschoolers, a mini pool table, Ping-
Pong, and board games for older kids, an
arts and crafts room, and a lounge area
showing children’s films.

When it's time to nosh, the choices are
boundless. Kids will gravitate toward
Nathan’s Famous and Hildegard's Ice
Cream Parlor. Adults will appreciate
Wolfgang Puck's cafe, serving the famous
Hollywood chef’s signature pizza and
pastas; Covote Cafe’'s Southwestern
menu has received accolades. Six other
restaurants also await hungry hordes.

For a Hollywood-like take on the land
of pharaohs, Luxor (702-262-4000 or
800-288-1000) is the place. Egyptomania is
all the rage here, from the structure—a 30-

1o
(%%
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story pyramid that indelibly changes the
skyline of the Strip—to the “River Nilg”
Howing quictly along the interior perime-
ter of the bunlding. In the what-will-they-
think-of-next department: a 10-story
Sphiny with g"{owmg faser-beam eves
mans the tront entrance.

Amonyg the nides here are the groovy
“mcimators.” elevators that zoom and
rock ata 39-degree angle'along the sides
ol the pyramid. More traditional outlets
Tor Kids include cha Virtualand, 18,000
muare teet ol hugh-tech entertainment
created by the company whose video
sernes have hypnotized legions of teens.
Secrets of the Luxor Pyramid is a partic-
ratonadventure where razzle-dazzle

Special Clteets envelope those bold .

cootghoto enter. The detailed reproduc-
fereal ko Pavs tomb i the bu1ldix-\g"$
Doctnent oyl e leens, A barge ride
alow the 19y or Nile winds ity Wy
thooe caty amie and tunnels as 1.(
i len e s ooy

Whon v e of walking like an
Fyvpian, v themed restaurants are
Peaedy gy Vg \'\’L:I‘}'lllll\\o' from

Frema i (o Paciie Rum dishes, The

Prvon oo i ent o) vealibur (7(0)2.397.

S R ey Fhis turreted
A i ey anatiiey trip back in
LR L PRI TS PO Fovelang, There's g
Fantva o, S lete s Gratt l)UIOH\S,
ey al e SV cars, 5tmllin\;

o | B N ATV TET RN BWvo 48504t

L T T TR R T T IYTIVO l'ln-m.nn‘l((rlc-

Clockwise, from top left: the
‘skull-and-crosshones sign of
Treasure Island beckons;
knights joust at Excalibur's
King Arthur's Tournament:
the Mirage's voicano lights
up the night: kids convene
in the King Looey Youth
Activity Center at The MCM
Grand; nightlife abounds
inside the Luxor pyramid,
and rare, white tigers
lounge at the Mirage.

tion here is King Arthur’s Tournament, a
rousing, jousting affair of honor and brav-
ery, yours for $29.95 per person, includ-
ing a dinner feast.

For a battle of a different sort, try the
pirate-themed Treasure Island (702-894-
7111 or 800-944-7444), the latest entry
from Stephen Wynn, founder of Mirage,
the resort that started the whole more-
tlmn-jusbgnmbling phase. Six times a
day, a British frigate and a pirate ship
scnmmage in a fiery cannon battle staged
by 30 actors on full-scale ships sailing
around Buccaneer Bay. Just about every-
thing—except the gambling—stops when
the battle ensues, with diners crowding
around windows and children egging on
their favornite rogue.

Upon entering the resort, guests find
themselves in 5 replica of an old sailing
village inspired by Robert Louis Steven-
SOn passages. Kids move on to Mutiny
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Bay, featuring video games and other
arcade standards. That's about the only
move the hotel has made to cater to the
vounger set. Indeed, it often bristles at
being included as part of the new family-
tniendly Las Vegas. Restaurants range
from the 24-hour Lookout Cafe and Sweet
Revenge, an ice cream emporium, to the
Plank, for a more sophisticated evening of
steak and seafood.

If vou're up for a splurge, treat your
family to the astounding acrobatic perfor-
mances of the French-Canadian troupe,
Cirque du Soleil. Shows are twice nightly,
at 7.30 and 10:30 p.m. Tickets are $52.80;
half price for children under 12.

Treasure Island is linked to the lushly
tropical Mirage (702-791-7111 or 800-627-
6667), with its rumbling volcano, Dolphin
Habitat (an educational exhibit starring
sevendolphins), and its anomalous, pscu-
do-Iimalavan Tiger Habitat, featuring

Catitry Sumpler's WEST



rare, white tigers owned by house illu-

~ionists Sieptried & Roy.

Circus Circus (702-734-0410 or 800-
HECIRCUS), the granddaddy of family-
triendly casimos, boasts a recentl‘y

vanstracted water theme park, Grand
Sk Canyon, highlighted by the Canyon
Wlhter ourdoop, double-corkscrew

roller v ca e Also al the theme park are

v tor analler Kds, cight taully amimat-
cd hte sze dmosaurs, tree magic shows,
the nhiguitous video arcade, and an

onponncavaleade of rree Circus acts,

Koom rates for cach of these hotels

o tuate, dependimg an accupancy
evelo Inopeneral, though, standard
rocscent between 330 4y 580 Reserve
At deast o monhs gy advance—cven

WHh e S 000 hotog g ams, the town iy

almost ol s completely booked.

Fent JoAnn Caeca

Pavwary Fobiryayy faas

Believe it or not, Las Vegas offers
more than casinos, most notably
its stunning desert surroundings. Here
are a few fun spots to visit when you're
weary of the slots:

Ethel M’s Chocolate Factory and
Cactus Garden is a kid's dream come
true. About 12 miles east of the city, on
the way to Hoover Dam, the factory
offers tours daily, and, best of all, free
samples. Outside the factory is a beauti-
ful botanical garden featuring some 100
vanieties of cacti (702-458-8864).

Wet 'n Wild, the area’s 15-acre water
theme park, is closed during the winter
months, but reopens in March. Kids will
have a blast splashing in more than a
dozen rides (702-737-3819).

Lied Children’s Discovery Muse-
um, housed in the city’s central library,
features more than 100 hands-on
exhibits that encourage children to think
about their relationships with machines,
money, sports, work, and themselves
(702-382-3445),

What better home for the Guinness
World of Records Museum than this
quintessential town of superlatives? A
surefire hit with kids intrigued by the
biggest, highest, smallest, and tallest
(702-792-3766).

MORE FUNAFOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Las Vegas Natural History Museum
offers standard mounted-animal fare,
but it also sports a 300-gallon aquarium
teeming with live sharks and other sea
creatures (702-384-3466).

Further afield, you can get a taste of
the area’s wonderful natural beauty and
splendor. Thirty miles east of the city,
the Hoover Dam is still Nevada’'s
number-one tourist attraction. A marvel
of civil engineering, the massive dam
celebrates its 60th anniversary this year
(702-293-8367).

The 550 miles of shoreline of Lake
Meade, created by Hoover Dam’s back-
up of the Colorado River, provides a
majestic respite for quiet reflection—
something you may desperately need
after a stay in Vegas. Boat rentals, picnic
grounds, and plenty of activities are
available (702-293-8907).

Twenty miles west of Vegas, Red
Rock Canyon offers splendid vistas typ-
tcal of the Southwest. Hiking trails,
rock-climbing paths, and a car route
provide access to this serene landscape,
but you may just want to sit still and lis-
ten to the wind. Beginning in March, a
superb panorama of color unfolds as
red, purple, orange, and yellow wild-
flowers blossom (702-363-1921).

o
o
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-, 'Las Vegas in 1991, the “entertainment capi-

tal of the world” has changed dramatically.

While the bright lights a{}d non-stop gambling still per-

meate every corner of tliis desert oasis, Las Vegas has
put on a bold new face.

Indeed, during the past three years, the city llﬁs
cxpériencéd a cdqg:p*uctioh boom that’s trans-

formed this adult playground into

(Continned an next page)




The famous l\)lGM lion greets visitors to the world's largest hotel, casino and theme park. !
a fun-for-the-whole-family fantasy tand. | hotel rooms' — feature neon signs on

New mega-resorts now dominate the | their facades. Instead, they promote
world-famous Strip, including the $375 | claborate theme parks and family-ori-
million Luxor, the $475 million Treasure : ented activities reminiscent of Disney-
Island and the $1 billion MGM Grand. | land or an old-fashioned World's Fair.

Symbolic of the “new” Vegas, none of | But, there's still pienty of gambling ac-
these behemoth facilities — which | tion — in fact, the MGM Grand boasts |
alone account for a whopping 10,426 | the world's largest casino. [

Pirates wage a spectacular “battie” every 90 minutes at Treasure Island’s Buccaneer Bay.

With a proliferation of casinos now
dotting the Midwest and other parts of
the country, offering close-to-home
gambling opportunities, investors are
attempting to lure crowds to Las Vegas
by providing family entertainment. Ac-
cording to a tourism official, Las Vegas
in now “an adult destination to which
you can bring your family."

Early results indicate that this “gam-
ble” is paying off, since the number of
visitors to Las Vegas increased 7.3 per-
cent in 1993, to 23.5 million, com-
pared to 21.9 million in 1992, accord-
ing to the Las Vegas Convention &
Visitors Authority.

If the key indicator of a city’s business
climate is a successful economy, the
numbers prove that business is boom-
ing in and around Las Vegas. The mil-
lions of tourists and conventioneers
who visit Las Vegas each year spend
more than $15 billion, including gam-
ing revenues. And the city’s average
room occupancy rate in 1992 was 83.9
percent — well above the national av-

(Continued n page £56,
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- ds" Vegas- offers -an erdless -
variety of lavish stage shows,
world-famous singers, unbe-

¢ lievable magicians, bone-tickling
... comedians and non-stop enter-
» tainment. Following is an alpha-
. betical listing of on-going, popu-
E lar attractions at local hotels.

“= " For'spécific show times, ticket
T " prices and other details, call the
number listed {Las Vegas is lo-
& cated in the 702 area code). For
¢. special “headliner” acts, such as
b Englebert Humperdinck or Wayne
. Newton, consult a current issue of
Showbiz Weekly, Vegas Visitor,
What's On in Las Vegas or Where
- To in Las Vegas (available free-
of-charge throughout the city in
hotels and restaurants).

X Ci- A

h)

Las Vegas shows are famous for singing, dancing and colorful costumes.

ALADDIN

£ 7360111

Showroom

- Indefinite, Country Tonite

Q 8

i

" DEBBIE REYNOLDS

*+:734-0711 '

Debb/e s Star Theatre

A Musical Revue Featuring Debbie,
‘Rip Taylor & The Uptown Country
Smgers

¥ EXCALIBUR
. 597-7600

Lance Burton, World Champion -

Magician

HARRAH'S
369-5000
Commander's Theatre

Spellbound, Concert of lllusuon

IMPERIAL PALACE
794-3261 oy

Impenial Theatre.: s
Indefinite, Legends-in Con

LADY LUCK
477-3000
Staraust Theatre

Melinda, the First Lady of Maglc

HILTON

732-5755

Showroom

Indefinite, Stariight Express

MAXIM
731-4300
Comedy Cabaret

MIRAGE
791-7111

SANDS

733-5454

Copa Room

Indefinite, Viva Las Vegas

. SAHARA
732-6213

" %:“TREASURE ISLAND - s
-894-7722
3 Cquue du Soleil

" TROPICANA
 739-2714

Tiffany Showroom -
Indefinite, Folies Bergere
Indefinite, The Comedy Stop

VEGAS WORLD
382-2000
Galaxy Theater

/(/ng Arthurs Arena
fn Indefinite, King Arthur's Toumament

- FLAMINGO HILTON
733-3111
Showroom
Indefinite, City Lites
Bugsy's Celebnty Theatre
Indefinite, American Superstars

HACIENDA
739-8911
Fiesta Showroom

Theatre Mirage Indefinite, Memories of Elvis

Siegfried & Roy

RIVIERA

794-9433

Versailles Theater

Indefinite, Splash

Mardi Gras Plaza

Indefinite, An Evening At La Cage
Starring Frank Marino

Crazy Girls Revue

An Evening At The Improv
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erage of 61 percent.

tion, Las Vegas is the fastest-growing
metropolitan area in the United States.
In fact, the city is growing at a rate of
more than 1,100 new residents a week.
From 1990 to 1992 alone, the
metropolitan area grew nearly 14 per-
cent, to a population of 971,169 from
852,737, according to the U.S. Census
Bureau. In 1980, Las Vegas had fewer
than 465,000 residents.

The city owes much of its recent
growth to the huge, fast-paced tourism
industry, which employs approximately
two-thirds of the area’s workers. How-
ever, had it not been for the unique con-
tributions to the city provided by
Charles Fey, William Ramsey, M. W.
Travers and other pioneers, Las Vegas
would never have evolved to such a
lofty status.

A COLORFUL HISTORY

In 1895, San Franciscan Charles Fey
invented the Liberty Bell, a three-reel
gambling device that became the pro-
totype of the modem slot machine. In
1898, chemists William Ramsey and

ert gas.

modity that Las Vegas has alwavs ap-

colorful history.

|
|
|
i

M.W. Travers discovered neon, an in- |

The combination of creative engi-
neering and chemistry became a com- -

preciated and pur to use throughout its -

The Luxor transforms modem-day Las Vegas into ancient Egypt.

Even though the city sits in a seemingly

With nearly double its 1980 popula- : bare desert, Las Vegas (meaning “the

meadows") is built on the site of Las Ve-
gas Springs. In the mid-1800s, this oa-
sis attracted travelers on the Old Span-
ish Trail between Santa Fe, NM, and
Alta, CA. The Paiute, Shoshone and
Washoe Indians inhabited the area as
well,

Modem-day Las Vegas traces its roots
to 1905, when a mining boom hit the
southem part of Nevada and workers laid
the last piece of track for the Salt Lake
City-Los Angeles railroad route in Jean,
NV, (23 miles south of Las Vegas).

For the next few decades, the city

|
|

existed as a whistle stop on the Union
Pacific railroad and grew beyond its
image as a boom town of the Wild
West into a small, stable community.
However, in the early 1930s, with the
construction of Hoover Dam, which
attracted thousands of construction
workers to the area, Las Vegas began
to realize its potential as a resort area.

By 1932, several luxurious hotels and |
casinos were built to accommodate
elite visitors from relatively nearby Hol-
lywood, CA, (many of whom were at-
tracted to the town by relatively lenient
divorce laws). Even the Great Depres-
sion did not affect Las Vegas as it did the
rest of the country, since Hoover Dam
and gambtling (legalized in 1931) helped
bolster the city’s economy.

In the 1940s, several new resorts
opened, thanks to funds provided by
Midwestern mobsters such as Bugsy
Siegel. To attract crowds, many of the
new hotels and casinos “imported” big-
name enterainers, including Frank Sina-
tra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr. and
other members of the legendary “Rat
Pack.”

In the mid-1950s, when several new re-
sorts opened — each boasting “bigger
and better” neon signs, one-of-a-kind
swimming pools and glamorous casi-
nos — the glitzy tone of modem-day
Las Vegas was set. Hordes of gamblers

/

A
752

Grand Slam Canyon amusement park at Circus Circus features rolier coasters and
other hair-raising thrills.

- LTI
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By Anthony Curtis
_J t's anew Las Vegas. Pyramids and
|pirates; roller coasters and roller
hockey; virtual reality and a thou-
sand-foot tower — there's more to
do. For the bottom-line conscious,
room, food and drink opportunities
are a better bargain than ever before.

But, let's face it. Las Vegas is still
Synonymous with gambling, and
chances are you will want to make a
laydown or two (i.e., gamble a bit)
while you're in town for the ISSA
Convention.

What game should you play?
Approximately 65 percent of Las Vegas
gamblers pull slot machine
handles. Visitors love the slots
because they're easy to play,
offer large jackpots and provide
instant gratification. Casinos love
visitors because of their fond-
ness for these one-armed
bandits, which beat you at a rate -
of $4 (nickel slots) to $40 (dollar °
slots) per hour. o

However, better gambling op-
tions (and odds) are available.
One of the best bets in town is
wagering on a college or pro-
fessional football game.

minimum-bet requirements and

long games combine to provide more
“bang for the buck” than any other
gambling proposition in Las Vegas.
Taking this to the extreme, Vegas
World casino owner Bob Stupak
placed a $1 million bet on the 1989
Super Bowl and laughed all the way to
the bank with almost $2 mitlion!

The expected loss (i.e., the casino’s
advantage) on a typical $11 football
wager is about 50 cents. Divide that
by the three hours it takes to play a
game and you wind up with an aver-
age 17 cents-per-hour entertainment
tab (if you have time to sit back and
watch an entire game Saturday or
Sunday aftermoon).

That's a fraction of what it costs to
play the slots, and a bargain when
compared to other, more traditional
forms of entertainment — like seeing
a movie at $4.33 per hour; or a concert

.at$10 per hour; or riding an “E” ride at
an amusement park at $150 per hour.,

It's exciting, too. Casinos do every-
thing they can to make the sports
books the next best thing to the sta-
dium. For instance, there are promo-
tions, giveaways and low prices on hot
dogs and beer.

But, most of all, there's the unique
form of stimulation that accompanies
financial involvement. Even the small-
est bet can tum an otherwise duli
sporting contest (in Las Vegas, you
can bet on a wide variety of sports
other than football — baseball,
basketball, boxing, hockey, horse
racing, etc.) into a riveting, energy-
charged expenience.

STARDUST MOTEL AND CASING

Placing a football bet in a legal
Nevada sports book is easy, as long
as you understand a little protocol.
Wagers are made in increments of
$11 (to win $10), and most casinos will
accept $5.50 bets (to win $5).

Consider the following example:

1003 Chicago Bears -5
1004 L.A. Rams

This line provides all the information
you need to place a wager. The team
listed second is the home team. An
easy way to remember this is to think,
top city “at” bottom city. In this case,
da Bears are playing in Los Angeles.

Chicago is the favorite, listed at minus
5 points. This means that you lay (i.e.,
give up) 5 points when you bet on da
Bears. For you to win this bet, da Bears
must not only beat the Rams; they must
beat them by more than 5 points.

There will be no number after the un-
derdog, but the relationship is sym-
metrical. When you bet the Rams,
you take (i.e., get) 5 points. You win
your bet when the Rams win the
game, or if they lose by less than 5
points. With a final score of Bears 30
— Rams 28, a wager on the Rams
would win because da Bears did not
cover the 5-point spread.

Now that you know how to read the
line, it's time to make a bet. Go to
any sports book in any major casino.
Some of the largest and most lavish
facilities — which typically resemble
NASA’s Mission Control with walls
full of flashing TV monitors — include
Caesars Palace, the Hilton and the
Stardust. If you're looking for a
no-frills place full of atmosphere,
stop in at the cigar-filled joint
where Bob Stupak placed his
famous bet — Little Caesar's
Gambling Casino (it's located in
a mini-mall on the East side of
*'the Strip between the Aladdin
g Hotel and the MGM Grand Hotef).

Have your $11 (or $22, $33, $44,
® ting window. To avoid confusion,

of the team you want and the
amount you are betting.

For example, “Number 1004 for $11°
means you are betting $11 on Los
Angeles +5 (i.e., getting 5 points).
Hand the writer your wager and he or
she will give you a ticket with your bet
printed on it. Check the ticket for
accuracy, then put it in a safe place;
it's your receipt to coliect. While you're
atit, ask for a drink ticket, good at any
bar. Some books will give you this
comp (i.e., freebie) just for asking.

Now, sit back. Watch the game on
the casino's 30-foot-tall screen or one
of numerous TV monitors located
throughout the facility. Root for your
team, eat a hot dog and have a soft
drink or a beer.

Anthony Curtis is publisher of the Las Vegas Advisor
newstetter and author of the book, Bargain City:
Booking, Betting and Beating the New Las Yegas. For
more intormation on either publication, call (702)
597-1884. -

i etc.) ready and walk up to a bet- -

i use the numbers preceding the.
. * team names to make your bet. -

This room may resemble Mission Controt, but these  Tell the ticket writer the number

Why football? Because low people are more concerned about Warren Moon.
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armived in earnest after Havana's casi-
nos closed in 1959 with the triumph ot
Fidel Castro’s revolution.

When Howard Hughes embarked on
a $300 million real estate shopping
spree during the mid-1960s, Las Vegas
began to assume a more “legitimate” im-
age and erase its gangland stigma. By the
mid-1970s, large hotel chains and cor-
porations began gobbling up local re-
al estate to cash in on the Vegas
mysuque.

Today, the city grows every day and
numerous resorts line both sides of the
Strip, which stretches almost four miles
along Las Vegas Boulevard. Las Vegas
offers visitors luxurious accommoda-
tions in more than 87,000 hotel rooms,
modern convention facilities, unsur-
passed recreational opportunities and,
of course, non-stop entertainment.

Major meeting sites include the Las Ve-

5

than a half-hour drive from Las Vegas.

A BRI S Y A Wt "
Red Rock Canyon offers spectacular desert scenery le

The Forum Shops at Caesars Palace offer world-class shopping in a unique
atmqsphere that recreates an ancient Roman street.

-

known for its star-studded shows, cham-
[SSA show), which is America’'s largest | pionship boxing matches and 24-hour
single-level convention facility. The | casinos — is without a doubt the en-

gas Convention Center (site of the !
|
1
Convention Center recenty grew larg: \ tertainment capital of the word.
\
|

er wheh a $50 million expansion pro- That's no surprise, since the number
ject added 200.000 square feet to the | of visitors has almost doubled — from
original coniplcx and replaced the 35- ;| 12.8 million in 1984 to 23.5 million in
vear-old Rotunda. The | 1993, while hotel and motel occupan-
center features 1.3 mil- \ cy rates have risen from 72.5 percent to
87.6 percent in the same period.

According to the Las Vegas Convention
& Visitors Authority, visitor counts for
1994 are already up 29 percent over
last year. In fact, city officials predict

lion square feet of ex-
hibit and meeting
space capable of han-
dling the 108 percent
f growth in Las Vegas's

4 convention attendance that 29 muillion people will have visited
Ml during the pastdecade. | Las Vegas when the final year<nd num-
I One of Las Vegas' | bersare tallied.
great appeals is its l
warm weather, with an i YOUTHFUL SPIRIT
i

One of the reasons for the increased
interest in Las Vegas is its new, family-
oriented image. Today, 35 different
states run lotteries and 25 have some
form of casino gambling.

Casino gaming is currently 2 $10 bil-
lion industry, and is expected to in-
crease to a $19 billion industry by the
year 2000 due to consumer demand, ad-
ditional tax needs of state govermments
and new casino business enterprises Or-
ganized by Native Americans.

Since players now have a wide vanery
i of veaues to choose from, many of

average of 320 days of
sunshine and only four-
inches of rainfall per
year. However, during
the summer months,
daytime peak temper-
atures often reach
B more than 100 de-
grees. In fact, that's
why many residents
have backyard swim-
ming pools to cool off.
Spring and fall are rel-
atively short, with tem-

them much closer to home than the
Nevada desert. Las Vegas has been
i scrambling to add more family-oriented
¢ Aractions o Compete AgAnst nEw gam-
ing markets throughout the country.

peratures in the 70s,
while the
months have dayume
temperatures in the
50s and 60s.

Las Vegas — well-

winter -

SS

(Continued on page 1/54)
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As Lus Vegas attempts to become i
“mily resort. racher than just a gambling
mecca, national chains that cater to
children and (ccn-%gcrs have appeared.
’ Forinstance. a Hard Rock Cafe opened
in 1990, with its load music, memora-
bilia-lined wails and colorful t-shirts.
The popular restaurant chain is now
planning to open a rock ‘n’ roll-themed
hotel in Las Vegas.

The city boasts several go-kart tracks
! and water parks, and new attractions
keep springing up every month. In-
deed, the Excalibur now offers a “vir-
s tual reality” theatre, Circus Circus pro-
vides 200-foot-high bungee jumping
and Caesars Palace features a huge Om-
nimax Theatre. Kids can also have a
good time at the Lied Discovery Chil-
dren’s Museum, one of the newest and
largest children's museums in the coun-

1 trv, which houses more than 100 hands-
on exhibits in the ans, sciences and
humanities.

I In addition, each of the three new

y =

hotel-casinos recentdy opened on the
Strip features a children's arcade. The
MGM Grand even has a day-care center
for 3-to-12-yearolds — the first of its
kind in town.

Thanks to those three projects, Las

¢ Vegas is the largest tourist destination

LLRPN
B L5 L VAP

The Desert Inn golf course is rated as one of the best in the world.

|
|
i
f
!
|
l

i claim more families are heading to Las

v g g -

in the world with 87,000 hotel rooms,
surpassing Orlando’s 81,000 rooms.
In fact, 13 of the world's 20 largest
hotels are in Las Vegas. Travel agents

Vegas because there is so much for

(Continued on page 1/58)

Las Vegas casinos radiate with energy and activity 24 hours a day.
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kids to do there now.

The three new Las Vegas attractions
follow a new style in architecture, of-
ten referred to as “archi-tainment” —
a combination of architecture and en-
tertainment where form follows
feeling. Each project expresses a
unique theme.

Circus Circus Enterprises’ Luxor, a
357-foot black glass pyramid-shaped
complex with an Egyptian theme lo-
cated at the south end of the Strip, was
named after the most exotic tourist
destination in upper Egypt. The 30-sto-
ry pyramid offers three levels of en-
tertainment, a replica of King Tut's
Tomb, a Sega video arcade, an arena
with 1,200 seats, restaurants, shops,
interactive rides and 2,500 hotel rooms.
At night, a white laser beam shoots
skyward from the apex of the pyra-
mid.

At the Luxor, getting to your room is
an experience in itself. Guests are trans-
ported to the elevators by boats that
glide down a 1,750-foot-long, 1.5-mil-
lion-gallon “Nile River,” which runs
through the lobby. Because of the build-
ing’s unique shape, elevators called
“inclinators” run at a 39-degree angle.

The Egyptian theme is carried
throughout the Luxor, especially in the
hotel rooms and the basement casino,
while the faux sphinx in front of the

The Luxor's 30-story pyramid features a spectacular interior with 29 million cubic
feet of open space.

pyramid looks at home in the Nevada
desert. The only exception is the
second-story cntertainment area,
which includes an arcade that, ac-
cording to some architecture Critics,
“looks like a glorified shopping mall.”

The MGM Grand, the world'’s largest
hotel with 5,005 rooms, includes a
170,000-square-foot casino with 3,500
slot machines and 165 gaming tabies;
a day-care center with midway and
arcade; a theme park; and an adven-

The UNLV campus offers a tranquil setti

—

turedome.

The Grand Adventures Theme Park
features 12 major attractions in eight
“theme” areas, such as Asian Village,
Casablanca Plaza, French Street, New
York Street and Tumbleweed Gulch.
This 33-acre “fantasy land” (Jocated on
the “backlot” behind the hotel) fea-
tures thrill rides, such as a Grand
Canyon Rapids adventure along a 1,600-
foot-long “raging” river, and re-creations
of historic streets. A variety of enter-
tainment is located throughout the
park. including theatres, game arcades.
restaurants and shopping outlets.

The romance of the movies and the
magic of the Wizard of Oz are the two
themes integrated into the MGM

PR ——r T e

ng in the heart of Las Vegas. -

(Continued on page 1/64
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Glittering planos dommate the
unique Liberace Museum.

all" of Fame-(Las Vegas“
Qtel & Casmo, 385- 1664) fea-

' sports memorabilia. The collec-

tion is privately owned by Mel
Exber, the hotel's owner.

The Hall of Fame primarily fea-

.. tures photos, trophies and other

“the muséum s various attractions.

“We:wanted to create-a com-
pletely different concept for a mu-
seum,"” says Hendrickson.

- — Matt Mendenhall
Assistant Editor 7%
- l—( N
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(Continued from page 1/58)

Grand's overall design. The facade's -
+ which keeps with the scale of the street-

emerald green color is an attempt to tie
the building to the Emerald City in the
Wizard of Oz, while the front contains
a cartoon-like, 88-foor-tall lion's face
that you can walk through.

Mirage Resort's Treasure [sland, styled
after an 18th-century pirate village, fea-
tures old-world shops, a brightly col-
ored pool area, two wedding chapels
decorated in the European tradition, an
entertainment center complete with
video games, rides, a shooting gallery,
the French-Canadian circus Cirque de
Soleil and a live-action “sea battle.”

Treasure Island's pirate-hideaway
theme is present every step of the way,
from a mock naval battle at the street-
front entrance to a Mutiny Bay arcade
for kids. The peach-colored exterior
of the hotel is made of synthetic ma-
terials, but the convincingly-designed
window trim and other details does

|
|
l
|
|

not make it appear cheap.
A Y-shaped floor plan makes the tow-
er appear smaller than it actually is.

side pirate village. The pirate-hideawayv
theme is woven into myriad details, in-
cluding chandeliers with fake human
bones finished in gold leaf.

The Buccaneer Bay Pirate Show takes
place every day from 1:30 10 10:30 pm,
with a new “battle” very 90 minutes.
During the 10-minute spectacle, actors
dressed as pirates and British sailors
aboard life-size replicas of the Hispan-
iola™and the HMS Briftania engage in
a mock battle complete with cannon
fire, explosions, fires and sinking ships.
In order to conserve resources, much
of the water in the 2.5-milliongalion, 40-
foot-déep Buccaneer Bay is recycled
from guest room sinks and showers.

Besides the three new mega hotel-
casinos, other new arttractions in town

include Grand Slam Canyon Adven-
turedome at Circus Circus, which in-

Siot machines are located nearly everywhere you look in Las Vegas.

. Grand Slam Canyon, open 365 days a
' year in a completely enclosed,

i atmosphere. In fact, the city mirrors the

l
|
|

e

cludes five acres of mountains, a
watertail, Indian cliff dwellings,
animated dinosaurs and thrll rides.

climate-controlled dome, alsc houses
the largest roller coaster in the world
featuring a2 94-foot climb, a 45-degree
drop and a top speed of 60 feet per sec-
ond, among other twists and tums.

Debbie Reynolds' newly renovated
resort, near the Convention Center,
features 200 rooms, a gaming area and
a Movie Musecum(see sidebar on page
1/59). Reynolds aiso stars in her own
showroom.

THE PAST IS STILL PRESENT
Despite its Disneyland-type facelift,
Las Vegas still retains much of its adult

split personality of many metropolitan
areas, with their struggling center cities
and booming suburbs.

(Continued on page 1/66)
JA
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For instance, the older, more tradi-
tional neon dazzle along Fremont
Street (located two miles from the
northerm cnd of the Strip) cannot hide
street barkers, panhandlers, striptease
clubs and pawn shops. The Las Vegas
Sun reported earlier this year that the
downtown casinos had suffered de-
clines in gross revenues for six con-
secutive months.

In order to compete with newer at-
tractions along the Strip, local mer-
chants are purting their heads together
to develop new marketing strategies.
One idea recommends flooding the
streets 1o achieve a Venice-like canal
effect, while another plan calls for a
100-foot-tall awning that would be in-
stalled over a several block area.

If you get tired of seeing pirate fights,
talking camels and Wizard of Oz char-

acters, a trip to Glitter Guich is well

< worth the small cab fare. Las Vegas

gambling began on Fremont Street in
the 1930s, and much of the original
honky-tonk atmosphere remains.

Vegas Vic and Sassy Sally (50-foot-tall
neon characters) keep a watchful eye
on visitors as they amble between
casinos. The area is home to such old-
time favorites as Binion's Horseshoe
(site of the annual World Series of
Poker), the Golden Nugget (site of the
world's largest gold nugget) and the
Four Queens (site of the world's largest
slot rﬁachinc).

Meanwhile, business is usuaily boom-
ing back on the Strip, the 3.5 mile
stretch of casinos located outside the
Las Vegas city limits in unincorporated
Clark County.

Once, the Strip used to be an exag-
gerated version of the typical com-
mercial strip, with low-slung buildings

| dominated by towering neon signs.
However, the Strip, with its hotel tow-
€15, now resembles an edge city. Even
though the Strip is up to 10 lanes wide
in spots, people stroll and mingle on its
sidewalks, just as they do along Chica-
go’s North Michigan Avenue or along
a Parisian boulevard.

An emphasis on family entertainment
is not the only new feature Las Vegas
has acquired in the past three years. The
city has also become the latest and
most likely high roller on the nationai
restaurant scene. Only five vears ago
gastronomic opportunities were limit-
ed to modest family-style establish-
ments catering to year-round residents.

However, the arrival of new resorts
was accompanied by the opening of
nearly 200 restaurants in the past two
years (for an up-to-date list, see page
1/80). The growing presence of fine

)
(Continued on page/l/768)
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A Nose:for-
kambling

f:you've ever ven-
tured inside a casi- JgQ
no, you've probabty
seen-the brightflash- - §

r_nble'd oney, s

all odorants will he levelof
-produce.results: like the first ocorant on:the second dayy
‘odorant: . significantly:lower:than:

the first:day;and.the amount-of.:
increase in gambling showed the:
difference. Gambling increased ©
53 percent on the first day and 33
percent on the second.

"“Hirsch notes several significant
points about the study'’s findings
with Odorant #1:

* Since the aromas were no-
ticeabie, the results were not ob-
tained subliminally. The odor-
. ants themselves are not known

— Matt Mendenhall
Assistant Editor

(Continued from page 1/66)

dining establishments and their im-
pressive wine lists have attracted na-
tionally-known restaurateurs.

One of the biggest restaurant
successes is Spago in Caesars Palace, a
Wolfgang Puck’s re<creation of his Los
Angeles grill, serving California-style
pizza, grilled fish and meat. The re-
cendy-opened Coyote Cafe in the MGM
Grand, an offshoot of 2 restaurant by the
same name in Santa Fe, NM, offers
Southwestern cuisine.

The biggest new ltalian restaurant is
Sfuzzi, a stylish theatrical spot serving
northern Italian specialties like
individual pizzas, risotto and game.
Among the most prominent out-of{own
establishments in Las Vegas are

orton’s, a Chicago-based chain; Paim,
a Manhattan beef emporium; and Ruth's
Chris Steakhouse, part of a large New
Orleans chain.

The newly developed Las Vegas
awractions have not erased the tradition.
More than 75,000 coupies tie the knot
in Las Vegas annually, with New Year's
Eve and Valentine's Day being the most
popular dates. Las Vegas wedding
chapels have antracted some of Amer-

:] ica’s most famous stars. Celebrities who

have exchanged vows in the city in-
clude Michael Jordan, Joan Collins,
Frank Sinatra, Eddie Fisher, Elizabeth

Taylor, Dudley Moore, Jon Bon Jovi

and Bruce Willis.

The liberal Nevada marriage laws do
not require waiting periods, which
makes weddings in the city of lights
casy, quick and attractive. Couples can
wed in one of 30 chapels, all of which
offer an extensive list of matrimonial ser-
vices that fit any budget. Video record-
ings of ceremonies are very popular,
while other options include special
music, flowers and limousine service.
Even tshirts bearing the name of the
chapels are available.

In addition to entertainment, Las Ve-
gas offers outstanding educational and
cultural opportunities. The University
of Nevada—Las Vegas (UNLV) includes
the William F. Harrah College of Ho-

(Continued on page 1/70)
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(Continued from page 1/68)

tel Administration, which
has one of the world's
best hospitality programs.
The university is also the
site of many of the city's
cultural events.

For instance, the Master
Series hosts visiting per-
formers such as the Lon-
don Symphony and Itzhak
Perlman, while the Barrick
Lectures feature such
speakers as Walter
Cronkite and Carl Saéan.
The Las Vegas Symphony,
Las Vegas Opera Compa-
ny, Las Vegas Chamber
Players and the Nevada
Dance Theatre also per-
form at UNLV.

Enterainment within Las
Vegas can also be found
in its numerous museums. At the Las Ve-
gas Art Museum, patrons can view the
works of local and intemational artists
in permanent and changing exhibits
of oils, watercolors, pottery and sculp-
The museum  offers
beginning and advanced art classes in
all mediums for children and adults.

Las Vegas also provides numerous
sports and recreational facilities, with
tennis and golf being the most popular
sports. The city hosts three professional

ture.

gas Invitation Tournament, which takes
place October 19-23 at three different
golf courses around town: the Las Ve-
gas Country Club, the Sahara Hotel/Casi-
no and the Toumament Players Club
(for ticket information, call 382-6616).

Other popular events include the
National Finals Rodeo, the Professional
Bowlers Association Showboat Invita-
tional and championship boxing. Las
Vegas is also known for the Las Vegas
Stars, a Triple-A farm club for the San
Diego Padres, and the Runnin’ Rebels
of UNLV, who won the 1990 NCAA
college basketball tourmnament. In ad-
dition, the Las Vegas Posse play in the
Canadian Football League (CFL), while

golf toumnaments, including the Las Ve-.

The MGM Grand features a replica of the Emeraid City fr

the Las Vegas Thunder are part of the
Intermational Hockey League (IHL).

A NATURAL WONDERLAND

Las Vegas serves as a gateway to spec-
tacular scenic destinations and recre-
ational resorts in surrounding coun-
ties.

Red Rock Canyon, located 16 miles
west of Las Vegas, offers a 13-mile
(one-way only) loop drive with hiking
trails and picnic sites. The park has
evolved from a 400 million-year-old
sea bed into a series of geological for-
mations and wind-sculptured sand-
stone outcroppings.

Only 45 minutes northwest of the
city in Toiyabe National Forest is Mt.
Charleston, Nevada’s fifth highest
mountain, with picnic and campground
sites, hiking trails and bristle cone pines,
the oldest living things on earth.

Another attraction is Lake Mead, the
largest man-made body of water in the
United States located approximately
30 miles southeast of Las Vegas. The

lake was created by the constnuiction ot

Hoover Dam, one of the seven man-
made wonders of the world built 60

years ago to control floods and gener- ¢

om the Wizard of 0z.

-

ate electrical energy.

Only a short distance from the dity, vis-
itors can see a number of ghost towns.
More than 100 years ago, scores of ad-
venturers plodded into the Nevada ter-
ritory searching for mineral wealth.
The first lode mining operation churned
out thousands of dollars worth of gold
30 miles from Las Vegas and several his-
torical sights remain within close range.

Potosi, site of Nevada's oldest lode
mine, is on the old Spanish Trail 25
miles southwest of the ciry. Good-
springs, 35 miles southwest of Las
Vegas was a booming mining camp for
lead and zinc after the turn of the cen-
tury; mine workings and an abandoned
railroad grade remain. Sandy Valley, 13
miles west of Goodsprings, includes a
ghost town called Sandy and an old
gold mine. Eldorado Canyon, 40 miles
southwest of Las Vegas, is dotted with
old mining activity in a narrow, rugged
canvon. The Techartticup mine alone
produced more than $2.5 million in
gold before 1942.

While Las Vegas is a boom town to-
day, its future fate may be determined
Ly water. The city is one of the world’s

(Continued on page 1/72)
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biggest consumers of the precious re-
source. In fact, Las Vegas consumes
more than 300 gallons of water per
person per dav.

While the hotels and casinos use a fare
share of water, observers claim more
than 60 percent goes for residential

For instance, ITT Sheraton Corp. has

. unveiled plans to build a $750 miilion

resort on one of the last open parcels
of land on the Strip. The 34-acre, 3,500

- room Desert Kingdom hotel and en-

use — watering lush lawns, elaborate -

swimming pools and artificial lakes that
have literally been carved out of the
desert. Despite protests from local re-
al estate developers, city officials have
recently been forced to ban construc-
tion of new lakes, ponds and water-
falls.

However, even with those problems,
Las Vegas is expected to keep on grow-
ing berween now and the end of the
decade. Another 10,000 hotel rooms
could be built within the next three
years as the city steps up it attempts to
lure family vacationers with fantasy set-
tings and elaborate theme parks.

tertainment complex will be built ad-
jacentto the Sheraton Desert Inn Resort
& Casino.

Desert Kingdom will feature as its
“theme” the discovery of a lost kingdom

i in the desert. Guests will enter the re-

sort either through 10story high carved
wooden doors within a massive stone
archway entrance, or via boat along a
3,0(70-foot-long “River of Gold.”

In addition, Mirage Resorts recently

. announced a joint-venture agreement
' with Gold Strike Resorts to

:
I
|
i

develop a $250 million, 3,000-room
entertainment resort on the Strip.

er, currently being built by Vegas World
owner Bob Stupak, will be the tallest

building on the Strip when it's com- :

- pleted sometime next year.
The 1,150-foot-tall Stratosphere Tow- .

i tirement destination. The 80,000 hous-

Las Vegas is also an expanding re-

(Continued on page/?qgj
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WE BEGAN WITH A GREAT IDEA
AND RECYCLED IT.

From Rieke, a 100%
recyclable all-plastic
Flexspout.®

Since the first FlexSpout
set the standard for quality,
security and ease of use,
Rieke has developed a
reputation for not only
meeting your changing
needs but anticipating
them.

We've done just that
again with a 100%
recyclable FlexSpout.
Anticipating the increasing
demands to package,
ship and dispense your
products with maximum
environmental integrity,
we created a closure that's

day.
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environmentally friendly
from day one to recycling

To literally cap off this
significant new closure,
the all-plastic FlexSpout
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also features oversize bails
to make pulling up the
spout even easier. Like
previous FlexSpout clo-
sures, it's tamper-evident.

The all-plastic, environ-
mentally-friendly FlexSpout
from Rieke: It's the newest
reason why you simply
can't specify a better
closure. For more informa-
tion please contact us at;

Rieke Corporation
500 West 7th Street
Auburn, Indiana 46706
219-925-3700

Rieks.

The company that
sets the standards
just raised them.

A Circle 330 on card
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The entire facade of Binion's
_Horseshoe is covered in neon,

8 f you have an Opportunity to fly
N Wl into Las Vegas after dark, keep

_lands. If it's a clear night, you'll be
_treated to one of the best light
- shows in the world.

~ Gazing out onto the distant hori-
#*zon you'll notice a glowing light

g.

*" Extravagant neon signs help give

Las Vegas its one-of-a-kind atmo-

‘'sphere. The city owes it all to

Thomas Young, a signmaker from

- Ogden, UT, who installed a neon

sign in the window of the Qasis

Club in 1929, Las Vegas has never
been quite the same ever since,

The most concentrated collec-
- tion of neon in the city is located
-downtown in Glitter Guilch, a four-
block long stretch of Fremont
Street (between Main and Fourth
streets). The entire tront side of
Binion’s Horseshoe (128 E.
Fremont St.) and the Fremont (200
E. Fremont St.) are covered in
colorful, block-tong neon. in fact,
if all the tubing from those two
establishments alone was laid end
| to end, it would stretch more than
" 10 miles.

Glitter Guich s aiso the home of

1774 OCTOBER 1994

Vegas Vic (a 50-foot-talt cowboy
who's been puffing a cigarette ang
waving to visitors since 1951) and
Vegas Vickie {a 50-foot-tall cow-
girl).

Hotels, casinos and other busi-
ness establishments up and down
The Strip (@ four-mile stretch of
south Las Vegas Boulevard) also
advertise themselves with eye-
popping displays of neon. In fact,
even the local McDonald's has a
colorful sign.

The Stardust (3000 Las Vegas
Blvd. S.) features one of the most
impressive (and most famous)
visual delights in (as Vegas. In
1858, it was the first hotel on the
Strip to construct a massive neon
sign. The 183-foot-long pink and
blue sign, which depicts “stardust”
and bursting stars, contains 11,000
lightbulbs and more than 7,000
feet of neon tubing.

However, many observers claim
the much newer sign at the Rio
(3770 w. Flamingo Rd.), which was
buift in 1990, is now the “best” in
Las Vegas. The multi-colored neon
is emblazoned with the hotel's lo-
g0 and a pair of maracas.

The Sahara (2535 Las Vegas
Bivd. S.) features one of : - -
the tallest»-free-standing
signs in the world (222
feet), which contains more -
than 3,000 lightbulbs in its
lettering alone.

Another tall sign is
located in front of Circus
Circus (2880 Las Vegas.
Blvd. S.), where Lucky the
Clown, a 125-foot-tall
neon character, clutches a -
spinning pinwheel and lol-
lipop.

But, when it comes to
tall signs, the Hitton (3000
Paradise Rd.) outshines
everyone. It
recently installed the
world’s largest and tallest
free-standing sign, which
stands 362 feet above the .
street. The sign’s surface
area measures 121,300 =
Square feet (more space A
than three footbal| fields)
and includes 6,000 feet of

lamps. When lit, the total con-
nected electricai load is more than
three million watts — enough en-
€rgy to light 660 individual homes.

Other neon signs wayth taking a 5
look at include the Riviera (2901
Las Vegas Bivg. S.), whase cele-
bration-themeg facade features
neon stars and fireworks, and is
depicted on the cover of the
Sanitary Maintenance 1SSA Show
Guide; Harrah's (3475 Las Vegas
Blvd. S.), which features a rotating
red Paddlewheel; and the
Flamingo Hilton (3555 Las Vegas
Blvd. S.) with its neon frieze of
pink and orange flamingos.

If you have the time, swing by
Young Electric Sign Co. (5119
Cameron St.), a local firm which
has been lighting up the Las Vegas
sky for more than 60 years. The
company claims it hag installed
3.5 million lightbulbs which, if laid
end to end, would stretch 15,000
miles. A neon "graveyard” located
behind the building is littered with
old casino signs and lettering,

— Austin Weber
Managing Editor

red neon tubing angd Vegaschiehasbeenthe“queen"

77,000

incandescent Guich for more than 40 years.
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JﬁT’i'ﬁ'li\és"*"Ve“gés is filled with many
unique people and unusual places,
SO it's not unlikely that the city is al-
. so full of fascinating trivia. For in-
- stance, did you know that:

There are more churches per

" capita in Las Vegas than in any

other city in the US. The

“Entertainment Capitaj of the

- World" has 5§00 places of worship
. and 63 different religious faiths,

Guardian Angel Cathedral (302E.

. Desert inn Rd.) has standing-room-

7 only on Saturday evening, as
- visitors pray for luck and drop
:: casino chips into the collection

” basket during a special tourist

*.Mass at 4 pm. Once a week, a
: priest takes the chips to a local
- casino and cashes them in.

‘" The world outdoor Frisbee-

¥ throwing record of 551 feet was set
¢ In Las Vegas in 1984,

Las Vegas is the cellular tele-
:phone capital of the US. The city
"boasts the nation's highest per-
¥ Centage of portable phone users.
" When Elvis Presley made his

i'debut in Las Vegas in 1956 at the

(1Y

& Frontier Hotel, he was a big flop. He

P:received third billing in the hotel's

Venus Room and went on to com-
te only.one week of a scheduled
two-week-éngagement. However,
ng his Vegas heyday in the ear-
-and mid-1970s, more than 25

imillion fans flocked to the Hilton to

*The King” perform during 837
hows. o

The U.S. Army exploded the first

omic bomb 70 miles northwest of

='Las Vegas at the Nevada Test Site

-

3
X

+in 1951, Over the next 11 years, 121

& nuclear devices were detonated in

the state’s atmosphere, and eene
mushroom clouds” were clearty
visible from Las Vegas. Since 1962,

v nearly 500 more tests have been

».conducted underground. The re-
/ mains of some blasted structures
" (which were filmed for govemment

propaganda films and atomic bomb
survival training in the 1950s) still
stand at the site of “Gound Zero.”

The Strip (a four-mile stretch of
south Las Vegas Boulevard) was
named after the Sunset Strip in Los
Angeles. Guy McAfee, a casino
owner in Las Vegas during the
1930s, traveled back and forth to
Los Angeles in his car so often that

~ Fun EacTs aup Vesas Tama -

he began referring to the dusty
highway teading out of town as
“the Strip.”

Bell, Book and Candie (1725 E.
Charleston St.) is one of the most
unusual shops in Las Vegas, fea-
turing a large selection of spiritu-
al, occult and metaphysical sym-
bols of luck, ranging from
“fast-money” potions and powders
to quartz crystals.

The Tropicana features the only
swim-up blackjack table in Las
Vegas.

The Four Queens boasts the
world’s largest slot machine, called
Big Bertha. it's 18 feet long and
seven f€et high (approximately the
same size as a mobile home) and six
people can play at one time.

The Golden Nugget features the
world'’s largest goid nugget, called
“The Hand of Faith.” Weighing a
whopping 63 pounds and valued at

jack table, your expected loss is
about $2.50.

The MGM Grand is the largest
hotel in the world, with 5,005 guest
rooms, 93 elevators and 2,300
miles of electrical wiring. Some
building contractors nicknamed
the mammoth structure “Monty
Hall's Nightmare" because it has a
mind-boggling 18,000 doors.

The 1.5-million-gallon dolphin
habitat at the Mirage is the largest
saltwater pool in the worid,

Basketbali superstar Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar broke the NBA record
for eaming the most points in a ca-
reer during a game in Las Vegas.
While the Los Angeles Lakers were
playing the Utah Jazz on April 5,
1984, Kareemn made one of his leg-
endary “sky hooks,"” giving him
31,421 career points and breaking
Wilt Chamberiain's record of 31,419,

Siegfried & Roy's contract is the

in some parts of Las Vegas, it's still possible to catch a glimpse of Elvis.

$1 million, it would make 12,000
18-karat gold rings if it was meit-
ed down. The monster nugget was
found with a metal detector be-
hind a trailer park in Australia.

Ninety percent of Las Vegas vis-
itors gamble an average of five
hours a day. Fifty-one percent play
slot machines; 23 percent play
blackjack; 12 percent play video
poker; and 5 percent indulge in
craps. Ninety percent of the gam-
blers make minimum bets of $5 or
less, and the average gambler's
bankroll is $500.

if you play perfect “basic strate-
gy” for eight hours at a $1 black-

largest entertainment agreement
ever signed: $57,500,000 for five
years.

The Circus Circus butfet serves
more than 12,000 meals a day,
making the hotel the world's
largest commercial eating estab-
lishment.

Elvis and Liberace once ap-
peared together at the Riviera —
“The King” played piano and “Mr.
Showmanship” played guitar (while
wearing each other's flamboyant
costumes).

— Austin Weber
Managing Egitolr_’
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-erlin. rising on 22.000 acres
:stern rim of Las Vegas Val-

t be jcompleted until 2020,

meople are signing on to this
:r-plan communiry than to
.0 the United States.

ges wi\ be spread out over 30

neighborhoods, which are slated to be
60 percent residential, 25 percent park-
land and 15 percent retail. Three of
seven villages in the 6.000-acre first
phase are currently under construc-
tion, including Del Webb's Sun City, an
age-restacted community with a4 36-
acre world-class golf course.

The following pages contain
current listings of local restaurants,
nightclubs and popular attractions. For
further informaton, contact the Las
Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority
at (702) 8920711 or the Chamber of

.Commerce it (702) 457-<4664. sm)|
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Glitter/Hotel and flight packages
are a popular route to Las Vegas

From page n

home. There are about 125,000
slot machines in the county,
which accept anything from
nickels to $500 tokens, and

about 4,000 table games such as

craps, roulette and blackjack.

More than 25 million im:.omw._

a year funnel into the neon oasis
to massage the senses, looking
for the big payout, watching each

other watching nn_nc::aw...waa....

looking for the shortest line to

.| the $6.95 all-you-can-eat v_.::o ;

rib dinner.

And the facilitators Bmxo it
marvelously easy — that is, in-
expensive — to get there and
stay there.

It’s called packaging, and Mil-
waukee, which long has been ad-
dicted, almost certainly leads the
universe for visitors per capita to
“The Meadows,” which is what
Las Vegas means in English.

N.Qogaioerm:
EACH DAY in rmm Vegas, o:_oorm«m on the boardwalk watch the mock
“naval battle” staged in front of Jreasure Island. In this detail, the )
swashbuckling pirate captain. fires on the British ship.
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One of the largest package
wholesalers in the country, Fun-
Jjet Vacations, with headquarters
at -8907 N. Port Washington
Road, Fox Point, doesn’t talk
numbers in such a competitive
business. But estimates from
various sources indicate that at

year make the - ttip via package
deals, most staying two to four
nights. 0%

" Funjet doesn't sell directly to
the Las Vegas client, It-sells its
packages to travel,ageiits, pays
them a commission:for their$er-
vices and lets them sell-10 "the
customer. ;.7

HUNGRY GAMBLERS _

*And:"the " Gustor m..w Em_,. up

like ‘those at. the “Circiis &rcus -

buffet, where the-aVetage hum-

. ber of %m:w_”. dinetsjranges: from
12,000 to 13,000, =nore 1

_ million a year.

-

to travel agents By Funj
hotels with two-, thre pr. four:
night "packaged, itichidirg ai
fare, that rangé from:$299.95 to
~$509.95 per person double occu
‘pancy. Air fare alone range:

A recent package:bffering sent
ot lists 21

least 200,000 Wisconsinites a-

" Vacations Plus,- 18430 W. Na-

: loss.

1ell $he travel agent when they

HExPhde

from $279.95 to $309.95. Sim-
ple subtraction shows that for
the low-end, two-night stays, the
room is selling for $10 a night.
Flight times, typically, are 7
a.m. departure from Milwaukee,

with an 8:45 a.m. arrival. Return ..
flights leave, typically, at 10:15

a.m., arriving in. Milwaukee.at’

3:25 p.m. with the two time-zone

Says Gerry Jung, ov_oB:: om .

tional Ave., Néwt Berlin, and
president of the Wisconsin-Up-"
per Michigan chapter of the
American Society o6f:Travel
Agents: Ve
“As soon as [the prices] are
printed, they are out of date. The’

» best advice is for the clients to

want o‘and let the agent get
-pest prices for those dates.”
ssAnothei packager, ’America
West nies, with heddquarters
fiix and -setvice: from

MilwauKée, quoted recent rates,

¢ person double; of $179 for a

K

" The kicker is the time of the
flights, which typically depart
Milwaukee at 10:55 p.m. and
arrive in Las Vegas;at 12:30 a.m. i
Return-flights feavethe city that
never sleeps at 1:35 a.m. and
arrive in Milwaukee at 6:35,

Tuesday

with the two-hour time-zone
loss.

In addition to their large show
rooms, most of the hotels have
smaller lounges where less-fa-
mous entertainers sing, dance
and tell jokes. But if you want to
wnn_”..w.n»:x or Liza or Julio, the
ticket 1s up around $100, if you

**can-get one.

<" Many.shows, such as the long-
running Folies Bergere at the
. Tropicana, will” cost about $35
with dinner,. Or there’s the very-
“pdpiilar WM@E& and Roy magic

show at the Mirage Hotel for

about $80, which includes’ tax,
tip and two drinks. )
Other entertainment varies

ffom the simulated sinking of

“the Titanic on the stage at Bally’s

".to mounted medieval knights
.. jousting at the Excalibur.

-. .. Hotel room numbers are wv.

. proaching 90,000 in Las Vegas,

-where the single, cumulative 'ex-
-diniple of excess,is the MGM
Grand Hotel, Caslno and Theme
- Park, which opened in 19934lt-is
built on 112 acres of desert .w«::
a total of 5,005 rooms, including
744 suites, some up to 6,000
square feet in size. . Vo
The MGM Grand’s mm.oi
room has seating for 1,700, and
the .complex employs about
.8,000, which is more than;the
#population of 41 of Wisebnsin’s
72 county seats, St
The cost? A mere $1 billion.
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| Hotel themes gamble

|
[ 1

| " on luring families

By Karla -Cunningham
Speciai to the Gazette
wehat is the one city in the
United States where you
can go to a theme park, see
Broadway-caliber shows,
visit. historjc sites, watch a medieval
jousting match and meet the charac-

ters from J'The Wizard of Oz"?
Stumpéd? T

It's Vegas. :

Las Vegas has become much more
than the gambling center of the Unit-
ed States. With the growing number of
casings and riverboat casinos in many
states, people don’t have to go to Las
Vegas to gamble anymore.

During the past five years, Las Vegas
has almost doubled in size, and more
than $2 billion has been invested.
Many old combination hotel and casi-
nos are being remodeled, and new
ones are popping up all over. The
. |resorts being built are not typical of
! | \the city’s past, instead, they are huge
. | entertainment complexes that focus

i on family entertainment.

f Each year, one or two new hotel-ca-
i spos are built. Hotels already in place
. are expanding and growing. By the
year 2000, Las Vegas may be known as
tl"xe mega-entertainment capital of the

' world.

Alue

| . C/C},QJOEZ- , TFP.aSu"f& IS/.an-/’J.m/rnqe. .

The new hotels separate family“

entertainment from their casinos. For
example, the new 2,500-room Luxor
hotel has acres of casino space apart

l from its entertainment facilities.

i To reach out to families, recon-
structed hotels feature themes that
conjure up visions of fairy tales and

. ‘fantasies. The MGM Grand Hotel,

i Casino & Theme Park uses the theme

"~ of the classic 1939 MGM film ‘“The
Wizard of Oz.”

Complexes such as the MGM Grand

offer something for everyone.without.

ever having to'teave. The MGM Grand
offers more than 5,000 rooms: four
casinos larger than two football fields,
each reflecting a scene from the “The
Wizard of Oz”; a 15,200-seat event cen-
ter that can handle anything from a

° major concert to major league sports;

| and a 33-acre theme park. :

' Settings at the MGM Grand were
inspired by MGM'’s classic movies.
You cun stroll into the Casablanca
Plaza or a 1940-style New York street.

,’ A\ Tum to VEGAS/SD
S e —————
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Vegas/The desert city isn't

jpu(st- for gamblers anymore

Continyéd from 1D

The MGM Grand also has set-
tings that replicate Paris, New
Orleans, the New York City
Waterfront: (from “On- the
Waterfront”) and the old West.
The hotel just opened its Grand
Slam Canyon, an indoor adven-
turesphere with water rides and
other attractions. Shops, res-
taurants, lounges, pools and
health clubs top it all off,

The Luxor is named after a
great Egyptian temple built for

Amon-Re, King. of the Gods. .~

The Luxor looks like a pyramid
with elevators that even travel:
at 60-degree angles. It offers a
simulated Nile River and barg-
es, several huge participatory
adventure areas, an archaeolog-
ical ride and a two-story Sega
virtual-reality video game
arcade. \/y

The -
hotel, decorated with a Carib-
bean theme, offers a Buccaneer
Bay Village adventure attrac-
tion with live sea battles, the
French-Canadian Circus Cirque
du Soleil angtwo wedding cha-
pels. -

The Excalibur hotel takes its
theme from the legend of King
Arthur and his Knights of the
Round Table. The lower level.
features a medieval-style carni-
val. Minstrels travel throughout
the hotel. ]

These hotels are ‘all on the
Las Vegas Strip. The city’s trol-
ley bus goes up and down the .
strip. For $1, you can get on the |
‘trolley from any hotel on the]
strip. .

Planning makes Las Vegas an
affordable getaway. Local travel
agents offer hotel and airfare -

- package deals as low as about
$300 for three days. These deals
include coupons for free meals
and discounts off shows and
tours. Lesser-known hotels and ,
casinos offer great savings on ;
shows and meals. - i

~ Prices of package deals vary.
The best days of the week to
travel are Monday through Fri- .

day for four-night stays, Friday
through Monday for three-night
stays and Friday through Sun-
day for two-night stays. A four-
night stay works best. Weekend

make Saturdays crowded.
You can choose from a long

list of hotel accommodations.

Smaller hotel-casinos are the
most reasonably priced. For
example, a recent $289 package
included accommodations at

the Palace Station, a small but

attractive hotel

No matter the hotel, Funjet
offers some of the best prices.
Funjet vacation packages

ran m about $300 to $500.
'I‘h§ include round-trip air via

\mérican Trans Air or Sun
Country Airlines; hotel accom-
modations for two, three or four
nights; atr and hotel taxes; free
two-door economy rental car for
the first 24 hours in Las Vegas; 2
Las Vegdas FunBook fHlled with
discount coupons; and services

of a Funjet representative in -

Las Vegas, Chicago or Milwau-

kee. Funjet’s 24-hour Traveler -
Assistance Center and special

- visitors, mostly from California, -

Grayline tour discounts are '’

included.

If you have your heért set dn'
seeing a well-known show, be -

prepared to pay more than $100
per person. Check your coupon
book to see what is offered.
Many lesser-known hotels offer
shows that may not be as spec-
tacular but can be just as enter-
taining. These include magic
shows, revues, impersonations

and comedy clubs. Prices for:

these shows usually stay under
$50 per person, and many

include dinners or complemen-

tary drinks.

If you want to see a spectacu-
lar show at a reasonable price,
g0 see the Excalibur’s medieval
jousting tournament. It costs
$25 per person and includes a
three-course meal. The theater
is set up like an arensa with seat-
ing areas separated into sec-
tions.

|

i
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\reach out to families, reconstructed hotels in Las Vegas feature themes that conjure up visions of fairy tales and
1antasies. At Treasure Island Mirage hotel, cannons fire, pyrotechnics explode and. stunt people are: thrown into. the
waters of Buccaneer Bay as the British Ro -t T




