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Appellant’s Reply Brief

The Examining Attorney’s Appeal Brief asserts that “the application use(s) broad
wording to describe the function of the software goods and/or services. Therefore, the software
presumably encompasses all goods and/or services of the type described, including registrant’s
more narrow software for electronically trading and transmitting digital assets and currencies.”
More specifically, “Applicant’s software is used to manage blockchain data and is also used for
operating a blockchain based computing applications which could be in the field of, or used to
trade cryptocurrency.”

However, technology infrastructure that has broad uses to create other technology
applications is not per se related to all those applications. The services offered by an internet
service provider like Verizon, providing users access to a global computer network, are not
related to online software for electronically trading and transmitting digital assets and currencies

via a global computer network just because the software uses a global computer network.



In this case, the technology in question is a blockchain. Blockchains are a kind of
database which is used for many other purposes. A blockchain is a foundational component used
in computer architecture, which is the functionality, management, and implementation of
computers and software. Blockchains are not end products. The fact that blockchains have broad
applications and can be used for varied end-products does not make each of those end-products
“related” to blockchain technology. Just because a product might use a blockchain to manage

data does not make the blockchain related to the end product.
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