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imbalance among teams 2" The salary cap survived a legal challenge by the players in the Fraser v. Major
League Soccer lawsuit. For the 2013 season, the salary cap is $2.95 million per team and the maximum salary

for any one player is $368,750 5"

There are certain scenarios where player spending does not count against the salary cap. The Designated

David Beckham was &

Player Rule allows leams o sign players whose salary does nol count againsl the league's salary cap. The DP the league's first
rule was instituted in 2007, and David Beckham was the first signing under the DP rule.®™ The league's "Core Designated Player in
Players" initiative allows teams to re-sign players using retention funds that do not count against the salary cap 2007

13 Retention funds were implemented in 2013 as a mechanism for teams to retain key players instead of losing
them to foreign teams **! Among the first high-profile players re-signed in 2013 using retention funds were U.S. national team regulars
Graham Zusi and Matt Besler.

The league has developed several additional initiatives to improve quality of players—particularly young players—while still maintaining
the salary cap. These initiatives have brought about an increase in the league's ability to compete on the field

The league has required all of the league's teams to operate youth development programs since 2008 %% Team have the ability to sign up
to two of its own home grown players to the senior team each year, which gives the league's teams an incentive to improve the quality of
the league's home-grown talent. One of the most lucrative examples of success in "home-grown" development was Jozy Altidore, who
rose to prominence as a teenager in MLS before his record transfer fee $10 million move to Villarreal in 2008 ®® The various MLS teams'
development academies play matches in a developmental league against youth academies from other leagues such as the Division Il
NASL and Division Il USL Pro.

The league operates a Generation Adidas program, which is a joint venture between MLS and U.S. Soccer that encourages young
American players to enter MLS ! The Generation Adidas program has been in place since 1997, and has introduced players such as
Landon Donovan, Clint Dempsey, Tim Howard and Michael Bradley into MLS. Players under the Home Grown Player rule are signed to
Generation Adidas contracts.

The league operates the MLS Reserve League, which gives playing time to players who are not starters for their MLS teams. The
Reserve League has been in place since 2005 (with the exception of the 2009 & 2010 seasons).¥ Since 2013, MLS has integrated its
Reserve League with the Division Il USL Pro competition 5!

Stadiums [edit]
See also: Soccer-specific stadium and List of Major League Soccer stadiums e

Since 1999, the league has overseen the construction of twelve stadiums specifically designed for T
soccer. The development of soccer-specific stadiums owned by the teams has generated a better
gameday experience for the fans 7" The soccer-specific stadiums have yielded positive financial
results, with teams no longer having to pay to rent out facilities, and teams able to control revenue i |
streams including concessions, parking, naming rights, and hosting non MLS events """ Several Columbus Crew Stadium, MLS' &7
teams have doubled their season tickets following the team's move into a soccer-specific stadium. ™ first soccer-specific stadium

The establishment of soccer-specific stadiums is considered the key to the league and the ability of

teams to turn a profit ™ In 2006, Tim Leiweke, then CEO of Anschutz Entertainment Group, described the proliferation of soccer-specific
stadiums as the turning point for MLS.™!

Columbus Crew owner Lamar Hunt started this trend in 1999 by constructing of MLS's first soccer-specific stadium, Columbus Crew
Stadium. The Los Angeles Galaxy followed four years later with the opening of The Home Depot Center, now StubHub Center, in 2003,
Chivas USA has shared this venue with the Galaxy since their expansion season In 20Ub. FC Dallas opened Pizza Hut Park, now | oyota
Stadium, in 2005. The Chicago Fire began playing their home games in Toyota Park in 2006. 2007 saw the opening of Dick's Sporting
Goods Park for the Colorado Rapids and BMO Field for Toronto FC.

Near the end of the 2008 season, Rio Tinto Stadium became the home of Real Salt Lake, which meant that for the first time in MLS
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history a majority of MLS's teams (8 out of 14) now played in soccer-specific stadiums. Red Bull Arena, the new home of the New York
Red Bulls opened for the start of the 2010 season. The Philadelphia Union opened PPL Park, midway through their inaugural season, in
June 2010 The following season, in 2011, the Portland Timbers made their MLS debut in a newly renovated Jeld-Wen Field (originally a
multi-purpose venue but turned into a soccer-specific facility), and Sporting Kansas City opened their new Sporting Park {(originally
Livestrong Sporting Park). The Houston Dynamo moved into their new BBVA Compass Stadium in 2012. The Montreal Impact has played
most of its home games in the soccer-specific Saputo Stadium since June 2012, when it was expanded to hold over 20,000, although the
Impact use nearby Olympic Stadium for games that require a larger capacity.

The development of additional MLS stadiums is in progress. The San Jose Earthquakes, who
currently play at Buck Shaw Stadium, broke ground for their new stadium in 2012, with construction
expected to be completed before the 2015 season. The Orlando City SC expansion team intends to
begin constructing a soccer-specific stadium in 2014 to be completed in 2015574

Three teams have announced their desire to build a soccer-specific stadium, although these teams
have not finalized the stadium site and received all necessary government approvals. D.C. United "
plays home games al @ lormer NFL and Major League Baseball venue, RFK Sladium, in 2013, D.C. CenturyLink FIEEI‘ e )
United announced the signing of a public-private partnership term sheet to build a 20,000-25,000-seat Seaitle Sounders EC

soccer stadium in Washingten, D.C., but that project has made little apparent progress since then.’!

The New York City FC expansion team intends to maove into a new soccer-specific stadium, although

not in time for the 2015 season. The New England Revolution play home games at a National Football League venue, Gillette Stadium,
but are searching for a suitable urban location for a stadium site 8771

Several remaining clubs play in stadiums not originally built for MLS and have no current plans to move. The Seattle Sounders FC play at
CenturyLink Field, a dual-purpose stadium used for both American football and soccer. The Vancouver Whitecaps FC moved into a
refurbished BC Place in October 2011, a stadium designed to accommodate Canadian football as well as soccer

Media coverage [edi]

Main article: Major League Soccer on television

United States [edit]

When MLS began in 1996, it had TV contracts in place with ABC/ESPN for English-language coverage. MLS also had deals with
Univision, Galavision, and UniMas in Spanish, but those lapsed after a few years. From 2003 through 2012, Fox Sports owned partial
cable rights to the league for Fox Soccer ™

MLS reached an eight-year deal with ESPN in 2006 for the 2007—2014 seasons, the first in the league's history for which MLS sold
television rights to networks for a fee.®! ESPN's coverage featured a live match each week. Univision and its networks resumed MLS
broadcasts in 2007 as well, with most matches airing on TeleFutura and Galavision.

In 2011, MLS signed a three-year deal with NBC Sports for the 2012-2014 seasons to nationally televise 40 matches per year, primarily
on NBC Sports Network, but also with select matches broadcast on the NBC network. " MLS moving from Fox Soccer to the more widely
distributed NBC Sports Network proved successful, with MLS 2012 viewership on NBC Sports double the 2011 viewership on Fox Soccer
180]

MLS's contracts with ESPN and NBC Sports expire at the end of 2014, and the league is currently in negctiations for a new set of
contracts. In January 2014, it was reported that the league was negotiating a $70 million-dollar contract between ESPN and Fox Sports.
Fox had also recently acquired rights to FIFA events.”®!

Games not televised nationally are broadcast regionally, often by regional sports networks (such as the LA Galaxy and Time Warner
Cable SportsNet) "

Canada [edi]



