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Opinion by Cataldo, Administrative Trademark Judge:

Applicant, AC Webconnecting Holding B.V., filed two applications amended to seek

registration on the Supplemental Register, based on Section 44(e) of the Trademark

Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1126(e), for .CAM (in standard characters), and Lan 2 (“.CAM

1 The involved applications were reassigned to the above-listed Examining Attorney after
briefing.

2 Application Serial Nos. 85635277 and 85635287 were filed on May 25, 2012 under Section
1(b) of the Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1051(b), asserting a claim of priority under Section
44(d) of the Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1126(d). In both applications, Applicant replaced
Section 1(b) as a filing basis with Section 44(e) of the Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1126(e),
based upon European (EU) Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM)
Registration Nos. 010483501 and 010483618, respectively issued on December 6, 2012 and
July 12, 2012.
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designations”) as marks, both reciting identical, extensive lists of services in
International Classes 35, 38, 42 and 45, as discussed infra in our consideration of the
substantive refusal of registration.

The Trademark Examining Attorney refused to register Applicant’s proposed
marks for certain services in both applications under Section 23 of the Trademark
Act of 1946, 15 U.S.C. §1091, on the ground that the .CAM designations do not
function as source indicators and are incapable of distinguishing Applicant’s services
from those of others or indicating the source of Applicant’s services. When the refusals
were made final, Applicant appealed. The appeals are fully briefed.

I. Proceedings Consolidated

These appeals concern co-pending applications and common issues of law and fact,
so we hereby consolidate them for final decision. Trademark Trial and Appeal Board
Manual of Procedure (TBMP) § 1214 (June 2020). See also, e.g., In re S. Malhotra &
Co., 128 USPQ2d 1100, 1102 (TTAB 2018) (Board sua sponte consolidated two
appeals); In re Anderson, 101 USPQ2d 1912, 1915 (TTAB 2012); In re Country Music
Ass’n, Inc., 100 USPQ2d 1824, 1827 (TTAB 2011).

II. Relevant Procedural History
After briefing of the appeals, the Board sua sponte remanded the involved

applications to the Examining Attorney to consider evidence submitted by Applicant

Application Serial No. 85635287 includes the following description and color statements:
“The mark consists of a green period or decimal point preceding the word ‘CAM’ in the color
black.” “The color(s) green and black is/are claimed as a feature of the mark.”
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with its reply brief.3 The Examining Attorney treated the evidence submitted by
Applicant as a request for reconsideration and issued a denial thereof.¢ After the
Board resumed the appeals’, the Examining Attorney requested remand of the
involved applications for consideration of new evidence raising a potential issue
involving Applicant’s ownership of the proposed marks.® The Board granted the
Examining Attorney’s request for remand.” The Examining Attorney issued a Final
Office Action, withdrawing the refusal of registration as to the following services:
Accounting consultation; Business advice and information relating to
loans, finance and capital; Business assistance, advisory and
consulting services in the field of filing business formation documents;
Economic feasibility studies; Payroll administration and management
services; Payroll preparation; development of processes for the analysis
and the implementation of strategy plans and management projects, in

Class 35;

Rental of telecommunication equipment, namely, facsimile machines,
in Class 38; and

312 TTABVUE. As explained in the remand order, Applicant’s evidence in this case was
responsive to a request for information raised by the Examining Attorney in the First Office
Action, and was being submitted with the Examining Attorney’s asserted consent. Id. at 2-3.
Thus, based on the circumstances presented, the Board remanded the involved applications
for consideration of Applicant’s evidence submitted with its reply brief. Id. at 2-3.

Citations to TTABVUE throughout the decision are to the Board’s public online database
that contains the appeal proceeding file, available on the USPTO website, www.USPTO.gov.
Before the TTABVUE designation is the docket entry number; and after this designation are
the page references, if applicable.

All citations to documents contained in the TSDR database are to the downloadable .pdf
versions of the documents in the USPTO TSDR Case Viewer. See, e.g., In re Peace Love World
Live, LLC, 127 USPQ2d 1400, 1402 n.4 (TTAB 2018).

Citations to TTABVUE and the application examination record reference Application Serial
No. 85635277 unless otherwise noted.

413 TTABVUE.
514 TTABVUE.
615-25 TTABVUE.
726 TTABVUE.



Serial Nos. 85635277 and 85635287

Consulting services in the field of office and workplace automation, in
Class 42;8

and maintaining the refusal of registration as to the remaining services, as discussed
infra.® The Board then issued an order resuming proceedings and allowing time for
Applicant to submit a supplemental brief, and for the Examining Attorney to submit
a supplemental brief in response.l0 Thereafter, the Board issued an order noting
that Applicant did not submit a supplemental brief, and indicating that a decision
would issue in due course.!! Afterward, the Board issued an order denying the
Examining Attorney’s second request for remand to file a supplemental brief.12
III. Introduction of New gTLDs

In 2011, the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), the
organization that helps govern the use of Top Level Domains (“TLDs”), authorized
the launch of a program to introduce numerous, new generic TLDs or gTLDs.13 As
the USPTO acknowledges, some of these gTLDs “may have significance as source

identifiers.” TMEP § 1215.02.

827 TTABVUE.

927 TTABVUE 2-4.

1028 TTABVUE.

1129 TTABVUE.

1231 TTABVUE; 30 TTABVUE.

13 See, e.g., June 4, 2012 Office action at .pdf 95-7, excerpted above. A gTLD is a TLD or top
level domain that does not represent countries or territories. At the time of trial, there existed
“Just over 20 generic top-level domains (the most notable being .com, .net, .org, .edu, .biz) plus

top-level domains for most countries.” Id at .pdf 95; see also Trademark Manual of Examining
Procedure (TMEP) §§ 1215.01 and 1215.02 (October 2018).
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In its reply brief, Applicant informs that it “has recently been awarded the .CAM
TLD and is in the process of finalizing its contract with ICANN.”14 Evidence of record
further demonstrates that subsequent to the filing dates of the involved applications
and briefing of these appeals, Applicant entered into a registry agreement with
ICANN, designating Applicant as the Registry Operator for the .CAM gTLD.15

The involved applications do not explicitly and directly recite registry operator or
registrar services.l® Nonetheless, Applicant acknowledges that it is the registry
operator for the .CAM gTLD and its recitation of Class 45 services includes domain
name registration, conducting domain name searches, legal services and consulting,
all related to the .CAM gTLD. We find as a result that the services identified in the
involved applications encompass registry operator services for purposes of our
determination of whether the applied-for .CAM designations are capable of

functioning as indicators of source under Section 23 of the Trademark Act.

149 TTABVUE 4.
15 Applicant’s October 16, 2017 Response to Office Action at .pdf 9-100.

16 As explained in TMEP § 1215.02(d): “A ‘registry operator’ maintains the master database
of all domain names registered in each top-level domain, and also generates the ‘zone file,
which allows computers to route Internet traffic to and from top-level domains anywhere in
the world, and a ‘registrar’ is an entity through which domain names may be registered, and
which is responsible for keeping website contact information records and submitting the
technical information to a central directory (i.e., the ‘registry’). The terms ‘registry operator’
and ‘registrar’ refer to distinct services and are not interchangeable. Further, ‘registry
operators’ and ‘registrars’ are distinguishable from re-sellers, which are entities that are
authorized by registrars to sell or register particular Internet addresses on a given top-level
domain.”
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IV. Refusal of Registration under Section 23

The Examining Attorney has refused registration under Section 23 of the
Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1091, on the ground that Applicant’s proposed marks are
incapable of identifying and distinguishing Applicant’s services, and therefore are not
eligible for registration on the Supplemental Register.

A. Legal Standard under Section 23

Section 23 of the Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. §1091, provides, in relevant part, as
follows:

(a) ... Nothing in this section shall prevent the registration on the
supplemental register of a mark, capable of distinguishing the applicant’s
goods or services and not registrable on the principal register under this
chapter ... .

(c) For the purposes of registration on the supplemental register, a mark may
consist of any trademark, symbol, label, package, configuration of goods, name,
word, slogan, phrase, surname, geographical name, numeral, device, any
matter that as a whole is not functional, or any combination of any of the
foregoing, but such mark must be capable of distinguishing the applicant’s
goods or services.

Matter that does not operate to indicate the source or origin of the identified goods
or services and distinguish them from those of others does not meet the statutory
definition of a trademark and may not be registered, regardless of the register on
which registration is sought. See In re Helena Rubinstein, Inc., 410 F.2d 438, 441-42,
161 USPQ 606, 608-09 (CCPA 1969) (finding PASTEURIZED for face cream so highly
descriptive that it fails to function as a source identifier, noting that a proposed mark

“cannot properly be registered as a trademark, even on the Supplemental Register,

unless it is intended primarily to indicate origin of the goods and is of such a nature
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that the ordinary purchaser would be likely to consider that it indicated such origin”);
D.C. One Wholesaler, Inc. v. Chien, 120 USPQ2d 1710 (TTAB 2016) (granting petition
to cancel a registration for I ¥ DC on the Supplemental Register because the proposed
mark failed to function as a trademark).

For any proposed mark, incuding a gTLD, the determination whether the
designation is capable of functioning as a mark focuses on consumer perception. See,
e.g., United States Patent and Trademark Office v. Booking.com B.V., 140 S. Ct. 2298,
2305-07 (2020) (dealing with a genericness refusal); D.C. One Wholesaler, 120
USPQ2d at 1713 (“The critical inquiry in determining whether a designation
functions as a mark is how the designation would be perceived by the relevant
public.”) (citation omitted).

There have been many decisions assessing the trademark significance of gTLDs,
usually in a context where there is another word or words to the left of the “dot.” In
these cases, the Board and its primary reviewing court have consistently noted that
gTLDs rarely add any source identifying significance to a mark. See In re Hotels.com,
L.P., 573 F.3d 1300, 91 USPQ2d 1532, 1537 (Fed. Cir. 2009) (noting the “standard
usage of ‘.com’ to show a commercial internet domain” in affirming the Board’s finding
that HOTELS.COM is generic for “providing information for others about temporary
lodging; travel agency services, namely, making reservations and bookings for
temporary lodging for others by means of telephone and the global computer
network”); In re 1800Mattress.com IP LLC, 92 USPQ2d at 1684 (Fed. Cir. 2009)

(“.com” in MATTRESS.COM signified the standard meaning of a commercial internet
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domain); In re CyberFinancial.Net, Inc., 65 USPQ2d 1789, 1792 (TTAB 2002)
(“Applicant seeks to register the generic term ‘bonds,” which has no source-identifying
significance in connection with applicant’s services, in combination with the top level
domain indicator ‘.com, which also has no source-identifying significance. And
combining the two terms does not create a term capable of identifying and
distinguishing applicant’s services.”); see also Interactive Prods. Corp. v. a2z Mobile
Office Sols., Inc., 326 F.3d 687, 66 USPQ2d 1321, 1327-28 (6th Cir. 2003) (finding
that the post-domain path of a URL does not typically signify source).

However, both the Supreme Court and the Federal Circuit have explained that this
1s not a per se rule. In In re Oppedahl & Larson, 71 USPQ2d at 1373, the Federal
Circuit stated:

The commercial impression created by “.com” is similar to the
impression created by “Corp.” and “Co.”, that is, the association of a
commercial entity with the mark. TLDs, however, can convey more
than simply the organizational structure of the entity that uses the
mark. For example, TLDs immediately suggest a relationship to the
Internet. Thus, the per se rule in Goodyear that “Corp.”, etc. never
possess source-indicating significance does not operate as a per se rule,
but more as a general rule, with respect to TLDs.
(citing Goodyear’s Rubber Mfg. Co. v. Goodyear Rubber Co., 128 U.S. 598, 602 (1888);
accord Booking.com B.V. 140 S. Ct. at 2306-07 (rejecting a per se rule that
“Generic.com” marks are automatically generic or nongeneric).

With respect to gTLDs by themselves proposed as marks, this tribunal has found

that proposed marks consisting solely of a gTLD engender the commercial impression

merely of a top-level domain associated with the term comprising the proposed mark.

See In re theDot Commc’ns Network LLC, 101 USPQ2d 1062, 1067 (TTAB 2011)
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(.MUSIC found to be merely descriptive top level domain name similar to .com or .net
in connection with multimedia goods and services in the field of entertainment.).
Unless there is evidence in the record indicating to the contrary, we observe that
gTLDs almost invariably would be perceived by consumers as serving purposes other
than source-identification. This is because gTLDs function as a portion of an Internet
domain name and consumers are highly conditioned to view a gTLD as signifying
that function. As a result, consumers would not perceive such gTLDs as trademarks.
We further observe that gTLDs are intended to be used by multiple, often numerous,
parties as part of their own domain names, including domain names consisting in
part of their own trademarks (e.g., NIKE.COM) to identify their individual websites.

Consistent with precedent rejecting a per se rule, USPTO policy presently
recognizes that a designation consisting of a gTLD may be shown to function as a
mark for services encompassing domain-name registry operator and registrar
services based on evidence, including that the designation was previously registered
with or without the “dot” as a trademark in the United States for goods/services that
are related to the subject matter of the websites to be registered via the domain name
registry operator and registrar services. See TMEP § 1215.02(d)(1)-(iv). We do not
opine in this decision upon the applicability of the policy set forth in TMEP § 1215 to
the .CAM designations under consideration herein, but we do observe that Applicant
has submitted no evidence that it owns prior US trademark registrations for .CAM

or CAM marks. We note in addition that Applicant’s Registry Agreement with I[CANN
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does not contain Specification 13, applicable to “Brand gTLDs.”17 Rather, Applicant’s
Registry Agreement with ICANN contains Specification 11, applicable to “Generic
String” gTLDs.18
B. Evidence
In support of their positions, Applicant and the Examining Attorney introduced
evidence, of which the following dictionary definitions and screenshots from third
party webpages and from Applicant’s webpages are most probative of the issue before
us.1?
Definitions from Google.com: “cam” — inter alia “short for camera” (January 9,
2015 Office action at .pdf 8); “camera” — “a device for recording visual images
in the form of photographs, film, or video signals” (Id. at .pdf 11).

Of the screenshots from Applicant’s website submitted by Applicant and the

Examining Attorney, the following examples are probative:

17 Applicant’s October 16, 2017 Response to Office Action at .pdf 7; March 30, 2017 Motion to
Remand at .pdf 44.

18 Applicant’s October 16, 2017 Response to Office Action at .pdf 96-7. Although the Office is
not bound by ICANN'’s criteria for awarding new gTLDs, ICANN’s Registry Agreements
distinguish between gTLD strings composed of existing trademarks (Brand) and those that
are “generic string.” See December 21, 2017 Office Action at .pdf 3, citing ICANN, New
Generic Top-Level Domains, available at https://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/agb/base-
agreement-contracting/specification-13-applications. Specification 11 1is entitled “Public
Interest Commitments” and defines “generic string” as follows: “Generic String’ means a
string consisting of a word or term that denominates or describes a general class of goods,
services, groups, organizations or things, as opposed to distinguishing a specific brand of
goods, services, groups, organizations or things from those of others.” Id. at .pdf 97.

19 Screenshots from the third party webpages are contained in an appendix to this decision.
Screenshots from Applicant’s webpages are shown infra in the body of the decision.

_10_
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(@® \\FIC WEBCONNECTING

english | dutch

Slldbho we are

AC Webconnecting is a Dutch based company.

We create quality software products and professional
web sites, providing software development and web
services. Our projects include online dating portals
with over 1.000.000 hits/day, search engines {(crawling
online webpages, online images or even indexing
phone numbers and adresses for telemarketing
purposes) and other online communities for niche
content.

We are not 'a webdesign only’ company, mostly
because we are offering a complete list of services
regarding online presence, starting from graphics, and
ending with marketing and management decisions
regarding the profit of the website.

We are choosing very carefully our clients, because
we want to offer full commitment on their online
project.

For more informations regarding on what we can offer
you should see our Services page.

(Applicant’s June 12, 2014 Response to Office Action at .pdf 5); and

(lt-q\\\FlC WEBCONNECTING

english | dutch

FeSerwices

Web & Identity Design

We are a proud users of notorious web & design
development suites, such as Adobe’'s Flash,
Dreamweaver & Fireworks , Photoshop, CoffeeCup
Software’s Big Cup and SEO Studio. We can provide
great websites, featuring:

Complete design {HTML/DHTML, XHTML, CSS, eic.)
Graphics (GIF, animated GIF, JPG, Flash, eic.)
Scripting (JavaSeript, ActionScript, VBscript, etc.)
Programming (Java, Per/CGI, XML, PHP, ASP, etc.)
SEO performance, Web Analytics (Automated and
Human)

We can also assist you all commercial and legal
aspects with regard to web design, web development
and website maintenance and with regard to the
registration and use of domain names and intemet
strategy. Also we provide allround hosting services
and can provide software for managing your website.
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(Applicant’s June 12, 2014 Response to Office Action at .pdf 6).
The following information, submitted by the Examining Attorney, is taken from a

Google translation of a page from Applicant’s website and appears with its proposed

Ldn

mark:20

The TLD is designed to make [it] easier for Internet users by offering
the use of appropriate namespaces for individuals, organizations and
companies [with] sites or services that are affiliated with camera,
photography or film. The Company is a web services company ... and
has been operational since 1994 (first company of the group).

The TLD will be offering web space ... to create, distribute and exchange

entertainment, information and services in which cameras,
photography and film are involved. The TLD will [promote] a broad
range of personal, commercial and social interests through, among other
[things] webcams, websites, social networks, e-mail and other
technologies that will be located within the domain .CAM.

Nowadays cameras for various purposes [are] used in combination with
the Internet [for] distribution and or other services. A few examples are
the use of webcams for security, video-conferencing and entertainment.
A good example can be seen on Youtube, one of the most popular
websites. [Clameras in combination with Internet technology can be
used to create a wide range of information and entertainment for all
sorts of people all over the world. The .CAM TLD will ... give everyone
the opportunity to have their own domain, where they can offer their
own information, entertainment, and other services that combine the
wonders of photography [with] the Internet.

(July 30, 2015 Office Action at .pdf 6).

The following information, submitted by the Examining Attorney, also is taken
from Applicant’s website (color emphasis supplied by Applicant):
For over 20 years, AC Webconnecting provides connected software tools

which assure to our customers a quality professional service. Day after
day, we safely answer millions of queries around the world. Our

20 Qur 1insertion of bracketed material reveals our view of the intended content after
translation, and unnecessary or redundant phrases have been omitted.

_12_
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infrastructure, spread out over 5 countries, meet[s] over one million
visitors each day. In 2015,we recorded 125 million unique visitors and
nearly 2 billion page views, with a positive response rate of 99.99%.

Today, AC Webconnecting meets a serious new challenge: manage the
new domain name extension . The designation of AC
Webconnecting as Registry of this new generic extension (gTLD) is the
result of five years of hard work, during which we had to convince the
different parties. The award of shows the trust that ICANN gives
to AC Webconnecting.

According to the launch schedule, the new extension is in test
until September 2016. You can register domain names with the
extension starting from October.

(December 21, 2017 Office Action at .pdf 7).
Applicant introduced into the record the affidavit of Antje Shoneveld Caumont, its

Director General, with accompanying exhibits, averring the following:2!

The above-referenced mark has become distinctive of the services
offered in connection therewith by virtue of the following:

1. Applicant has substantially exclusively and continuously used
its mark in U.S. interstate commerce for nearly 10 years, since
2006. Such use has primarily occurred on the Internet, by
Applicant featuring the mark on various websites Applicant
owns and/or controls.

2. Applicant owns over 400 domain names that incorporate and
prominently feature the term CAM. Attached hereto as Exhibit
A is a true and correct copy of such domain names currently
owned by Applicant.

3. Applicant’s Mark is prominently featured on Applicant’s
primary website, www.xlovecam.com. This website receives
more than 50,000,000 visitors per month, which consistently

21 4 TTABVUE 21-60. Applicant submitted this declaration in support of its claim of acquired
distinctiveness, which is no longer an issue inasmuch as the applications have been amended
to seek registration on the Supplemental Register. Nonetheless, the declaration has some
probative value regarding whether consumers would perceive the designations at issue as
capable of functioning as service marks under Section 23 of the Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. §
1091.

_13_
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make[s] it one of the top 3,500 websites viewed worldwide.
Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of
Applicant’s Mark featured on www.xlovecam.com and a copy of
the worldwide website ranking from www.alexa.com.

4. Applicant’s Mark is also prominently featured on Applicant’s
website www.cam.be, which registered on March 13, 2000.
Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of
Applicant’s Mark featured on www.cam.be.

5. In addition to the foregoing widespread use of Applicant’s Mark,
Applicant has obtained the following trademark registrations for
its mark throughout the world.

These registrations are evidence that Applicant’s Mark has
been found to be distinctive when used in connection with
Applicant’s services.

a. Community Trademark Registration for .CAM (and Design),
Registration no. 010483618, a true and correct copy of which
is attached hereto as Exhibit D.

b. Community  Trademark Registration for .CAM,
Registration no. 01048350, a true and correct copy of which
is attached hereto as Exhibit E.

c. Andorra Certificate of Registration for CAM, Registration no.
32780, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as
Exhibit F.

6. Applicant has spent substantial sums in the advertising and
promotion of its mark. For example, Applicant spent over
$20,000,000.00 on the promotion of its mark solely with
Google. Applicant also has an annual advertising and
marketing budget of approximately $3,500,000.00, which
focuses primarily on Internet advertising.

7. In addition, Applicant and Applicant’s Mark receive extensive
exposure through the use of Applicant’s affiliate program,
which allows other websites to wutilize Applicant’s
broadcasting and related services. To date, Applicant’s
affiliate program has generated over $49,000,000.00 for
Applicant and resulted in payouts to Applicant’s affiliates of
over $10,900,000.00.

_14_
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8. Applicant’s Mark 1is also featured at various events taking
place worldwide that Applicant frequently sponsors. Such
events include Camming Con 2015 in Miami, FL; The Island
Gathering in the Bahamas; The European Summit in
Prague, Czech Republic; Webmasteraccess in Amsterdam, The
Netherlands; and the AW Summit in Mamaia, Romania.

9. Applicant has also entered [into] agreements with various
trademark and domain name clearinghouses, such as
EuroDNS, S.A., to help police the unauthorized use and
registration of domain names featuring Applicant’s Mark.

10. Applicant has also applied to be the registry operator and
manager of the .CAM top-level domain name with the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (“ICANN”).

Currently, the application is awaiting a determination by
ICANN.

(Applicant’s June 22, 2015 Request for Reconsideration at TSDR 19-21; 4 TTABVUE
21-23. As discussed infra, Applicant subsequently has become the registry operator
and manager of the .CAM top-level domain.).

Finally, Applicant submitted copies of third-party registrations issued on the
Principal Register without a claim of acquired distinctiveness under Section 2(f), for
cameras and related goods (typed or standard characters unless otherwise noted):

RESI-CAM (Reg. No. 3143812); AERO-CAM (Reg. No. 3450623); TUFF-
CAM (Reg. No. 4407413); CAM-REMOTE and design (Reg. No. 1274191);
BUS-CAM (Reg. No. 1801957); RAIL-CAM (Reg. No. 1849115); CAMTRAK
in stylized form (Reg. No. 1578758); CAM-WRAP and design (Reg. No.
1321998); E.CAM (Reg. No. 2124352); PEN CAM (Reg. No. 2687145); Q-
CAM and design (Reg. No. 3430059); ZCAM (Reg. No. 3713800); NCAM
(Reg. No. 4442442); GCAM (Reg. No. 4255012); QCAM (Reg. No. 3773583);
Y-CAM and design (Reg. No. 3910348); C-CAM (Reg. No. 4234576); +CAM
(Reg. No. 4258844).

(Applicant’s December 26, 2014 Response to Office Action at TSDR 11-47).

_15_
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C. Discussion

The applications involved herein do not rely upon use of the proposed marks in
commerce, but rather are based upon Applicant’s ownership of European Union
registrations pursuant to Section 44(e) of the Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1126(e).
Nonetheless, the evidence of record excerpted above establishes ways the applied-for
designations are used by Applicant and would, if used in the U.S., be perceived by
consumers. Cf. In re Right-On Co., 87 USPQ2d 1152, 1157 (TTAB 2008) (noting that,
with respect to §66(a) applications, “it is appropriate for examining attorneys to issue
an ornamentation refusal if the mark is decorative or ornamental on its face as
depicted on the drawing page and described in the description of the mark.”); TMEP
§ 1202.17(c)(11)(A) (information in application record and other available evidence
may be dispositive of failure of relevant matter to function as a mark). Our analysis
thus looks to the evidence of record bearing on consumer perception, including the
manner in which Applicant uses its proposed marks. D.C. One Wholesaler, 120
USPQ2d at 1713 (considering, among other things, how the registrant used the
alleged mark I ¥ DC on goods depicted as specimens in the application); In re T.S.
Designs Inc., 95 USPQ2d 1669, 1670 (TTAB 2010) (considering how applicant’s
specimens depicted the mark and how consumers would perceive such use); cf. In re
Gould Paper Corp., 834 F.2d 1017, 1019, 5 USPQ2d 1110, 1112 (Fed. Cir. 1987)
(evidence of applicant’s use relevant to determination of genericness); In re Abcor Dev.
Corp., 588 F.2d 811, 200 USPQ 215, 218 (CCPA 1978) (in a descriptiveness case:

“Evidence of the context in which a mark is used in labels, packages, or advertising

_16_
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materials directed to the goods is probative of the reaction of prospective consumers

to the mark.”).

If we find that .CAM and Lamn are incapable of distinguishing source with
regard to at least one service in each of International Classes 35, 38, 42 and 45, the
proposed marks are unregistrable as to all refused services recited in those classes.
See In re Stereotaxis Inc., 429 F.3d 1039, 77 USPQ2d 1087, 1089 (Fed. Cir. 2005); In
re Analog Devices Inc., 6 USPQ2d 1808, 1810 (TTAB 1988), affd, 871 F.2d 1097

(unpublished table decision), 10 USPQ2d 1879 (Fed. Cir. 1989).

Applicant acknowledges that its applied-for designations, .CAM and Lan , consist
solely of a gTLD.22 Applicant argues nonetheless that it “does not use its Mark solely
as a gTLD as it is always used and will always be used by Applicant to identify
Applicant as the source of its numerous, high-quality services.”23 As noted above, the
Examining Attorney submitted the following definition of the term “cam” — “short for
camera.”?4 Applicant acknowledges that the intent of its .CAM designations is to
promote entertainment, information and services related to cameras, photography
and film.25 The above excerpts from Applicant’s website, spanning a time period from
June 2014 through December 2017, consistently promote .CAM as a gTLD. Applicant

argues:

22 6 TTABVUE 9.

23 6 TTABVUE 13.

24 (January 9, 2015 Office action at .pdf 8.)
25 July 30, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 6.
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The record contains screenshots of Applicant’s primary website
featuring Applicant’s Mark positioned and used on the website in a
classic trademark manner so as to function as a trademark. Applicant’s
Mark is located in the upper left corner of the header and below the text
describing Applicant’s Services, both positions where trademarks are
traditionally located. The record also contains evidence of Applicant’s
Mark appearing on a significant number of other websites owned and
controlled by Applicant in a manner and position typical for trademarks.
These websites receive enormous amounts of traffic, often exceeding
50,000 visitors per month.26

We agree that evidence of record from one of Applicant’s websites displays its

proposed LI hark.27 However, the screenshot shows that Applicant’s website
consistently discusses .CAM as a gTLD. As the Examining Attorney asserts,
Applicant’s webpage offers “a broad range of personal, commercial and social
Iinterests through, among other[s,] webcams, websites, social networks, email and

other technologies that will be located within the domain .CAM.”28 While the page

displays the proposed Lan mark, its content clearly treats .CAM as a gTLD and not
as a mark. Another of Applicant’s webpages, excerpted above, further discusses its
“new domain name extension .29 Applicant’s webpage goes on to describe

.CAM as a “new generic extension (gTLD)”30 and explains that “the new extension

26 6 TTABVUE 11 (internal citations omitted). This contrasts with Mr. Camount’s affidavit
in which he indicates that Applicant’s websites receive 50 million visitors per month.
Applicant’s primary website further indicates that Applicant, AC Webconnecting, provides
web services and has been operational since 1994. Thus, consumers are likely to view AC
Webconnecting as a mark that identifies the source of the identified services.

27 July 30, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 6.
28 Id.

29 December 21, 2017 Office Action at TSDR 7. Color emphasis supplied by Applicant.
We reiterate that Applicant’s proposed .CAM mark in application Serial No. 85635277
appears in standard characters and does not specify any color or stylization.

30 Id.
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1s in test until September 2016. You can register domain names with the
extension starting from October.”31 Thus, Applicant, on its own website, uses
.CAM to refer to a gTLD and not as a trademark associated with any of its recited
services. It also is clear from Applicant’s website that .CAM is intended to be used
by multiple parties as part of their domain names to identify multiple websites
offering multiple goods and services.

Applicant has submitted additional screenshots from its website discussing its
services32 and the above affidavit of its Director General discussing the amount of
traffic received by its websites featuring its proposed marks as well as its advertising
expenditures and revenue associated therewith.3? However, Applicant’s website
evidence and the Caumont affidavit fail to indicate that Applicant has sought to
promote consumer recognition of its .CAM designations as source identifiers for its
recited services. Applicant indicates that it displays the .CAM designations on
various websites; however, the webpages in the record display or discuss .CAM as a
¢TLD. Similarly, Applicant’s Caumont affidavit does not indicate what steps, if any,
Applicant has taken to associate .CAM with its services such that consumers will
view its .CAM designations as capable of identifying and indicating source.

Evidence discussing .CAM by third parties on their websites, as shown in the

appendix, similarly demonstrates that .CAM is perceived only as a gTLD and that

31 Id.
32 Applicant’s June 12, 2014 Response to Office Action at TSDR 5-6.
33 4 TTABVUE 21-23; Applicant’s June 22, 2015 Request for Reconsideration at TSDR 19-21.

_19_



Serial Nos. 85635277 and 85635287

the gTLD is intended to be used by multiple parties as part of their domain names
to identify multiple websites offering a variety of goods and services:

Name.com discusses .CAM as a new gTLD and suggests several .CAM domains
individuals may seek to obtain;34

Namestat indicates that .CAM is a generic TLD;35

New gTLDs, a trademark clearinghouse offering protection for trademark
holders, discusses .CAM domain details and suggests potentially available
.CAM domains;36

101 domain.com offers information on .CAM domains and pre-reservation for
.CAM domain names, and indicates that applicants do not need a trademark
or brand name to register .CAM domains;37

Papaki.com offers free pre-registration of .CAM domains;38

Hexonet offers pre-registration of .CAM domains and suggests potential
domain names incorporating .CAM;39

Only Domains offers pre-registration of, inter alia, .CAM domains and
indicates its position “that .CAM is a generic gTLD;”40

PetaPixel discusses photography-related top-level domains, including the
brand TLDs .CANON, .OLYMPUS, .NIKON, .PANASONIC, .RICOH and
.SAMSUNG, and separately discussing the gTLDs .CAMERA and .CAM;4!

Famous Four Media discusses .CAM TLD domain registry and notes “the new
.CAM generic Top Level Domain (TLD) allows for the making of a new

34 December 12, 2013 Office Action at TSDR 9.

35 September 4, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 26.

36 December 12, 2013 Office Action at TSDR 11.

37 December 12, 2013 Office Action at TSDR 13-14.
38 December 12, 2013 Office Action at TSDR 19.

39 September 4, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 35.

40 January 9, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 23-24.

41 December 12, 2013 Office Action at TSDR 23-24.
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accessible channel by which the viewer or the distributor can pass in pursuing
their interests in photography;”42

Instra Corporation offers .CAM domain registration and provides .CAM
domain information including its position “that .cam is a generic gTLD, and we
are pleased to accept pre-registration domain name applications for this TLD.
By choosing to pre-register now, we will notify you about any upcoming
developments relating to the proposed use of this TLD domain name;43 and

Enom offers a watch list of .CAM domains so interested individuals may “get
a domain that says what your site is about.”44

Significantly, none of the third-party websites recognizes or treats .CAM as a mark.
Rather, these websites treat and discuss .CAM simply as a generic TLD. A number
of the third-party websites recognize Applicant, at the time, as one of three applicants
to ICANN to be Registry Operator for the .CAM gTLD. As noted above, Applicant
subsequently was so selected by ICANN.45 However, none of the third-party websites
treat .CAM as anything other than a gTLD, which Applicant could manage as its
potential future registry operator. This website evidence, therefore, supports a
finding that .CAM is not perceived as functioning to indicate source.

With regard to the third-party CAM-formative registrations submitted by
Applicant, we observe that none of the registrations appears to consist of gTLDs or
terms that may be construed as TLDs. As such, this evidence has little probative
value on the question of whether Applicant’s .CAM designations are capable of

functioning as marks. In addition, “[i]t has been said many times that each case must

42 January 9, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 26.

43 January 9, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 29.

4 July 30, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 12.

45 Applicant’s October 16, 2017 Response to Office Action at TSDR 9-100.
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be decided on its own facts.” In re Eagle Crest Inc., 96 USPQ2d 1227, 1229 (TTAB
2010) (internal citation omitted).
We turn to Applicant’s services recited in International Class 45, namely:
Legal services related to domain names with the TLD that appears in
the mark; Domain name registration services, namely, conducting
domain name searches related to domain names with the TLD that
appears in the mark for the purpose of providing legal advice on domain
name registration; consultancy and information regarding the aforesaid
services that are related to domain names with the TLD that appears in
the mark, including via electronic networks, such as the Internet.
Applicant’s Class 45 services include domain name registration and legal, consulting
and information services related to domain name registration, all with regard to the
.CAM ¢TLD. The evidence of record clearly indicates that consumers perceive .CAM
as a generic string TLD, particularly in relation to services connected with domain
name registration. The evidence of record also clearly establishes that third parties
register and pre-register domain names with the .CAM gTLD, among others. As
discussed above, Applicant’s Registry Agreement with ICANN contains Specification
11, applicable to a “Generic String” TLD.46 Thus, ICANN also recognizes .CAM as a
generic TLD and not a .Brand TLD, such as .NIKON or .CANON. There is no evidence

that .CAM is perceived as anything other than a gTLD, and very little evidence that

Applicant has used or promoted .CAM as a unique source identifier. On the webpage

where Applicant displays ’m, in a manner that visually suggests a trademark,
the content of that page (and other pages) undercuts any inference of trademark use

by discussing .CAM as a gTLD. Furthermore, the .CAM gTLD will be used by multiple

46 Applicant’s October 16, 2017 Response to Office Action at TSDR 96-7.
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parties as part of their domain names, underscoring its function as a top level domain
locator on the Internet, undermining any consumer perception of .CAM as a
trademark identifying the source of a domain name registration service or related
services. Accordingly, we find, based on the evidence of record in this case, that .CAM
1s incapable of identifying and distinguishing, at least, Applicant’s domain name
registration and related services in Class 45. Cf. In re theDot, 101 USPQ2d at 1068
(.MUSIC held merely descriptive of “registration of domain names for identification
of users on a global computer network”).
We next turn to Applicant’s services recited in International Class 35 that are
subject to the refusal of registration:
Business consultation; Database management; Business administration
consultancy; Assistance, advisory services and consultancy with regard
to business planning, business analysis, business management, and
business organization; Business advice and commercial information;
Business management services, namely, managing office functions in
the nature of compiling and managing of databases and secretarial
services relating to the creation and registration of domain names for
others; Commercial consultancy; Business management consultancy;
consultancy and information regarding the aforesaid services; the
aforesaid services also provided via electronic networks, such as the
Internet.

Applicant’s Class 35 services include business management services that
specifically involve compiling and managing databases and providing secretarial
services relating to the creation and registration of domain names. These services,
1dentified without limitation, must be presumed to include compiling and managing

databases and secretarial services related to the creation and registration of domain

names with the .CAM gTLD. See, e.g., Southwestern Mgmt., Inc. v. Ocinomled, Ltd.,
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115 USPQ2d 1007, 1025 (TTAB 2015) (with a broad identification of services, “we
must presume that the services encompass all services of the type identified”); In re
Elbaum, 211 USPQ 639, 640 (TTAB 1981) (same); see also In re Allen Elec. & Equip.
Co., 458 F.2d 1404, 173 USPQ 689 (CCPA 1972) (“Since the goods are described
merely as ‘antennas’ and that term is broad enough to encompass ‘scanning
antennas,” the mark SCANNER as applied to the goods is merely descriptive ....”).
This presumption is buttressed by ICANN’s selection of Applicant as Registry
Operator for the .CAM gTLD. The evidence of record clearly indicates that consumers
perceive .CAM only as a gTLD in relation to services connected with domain name
registration and creation. The evidence of record also clearly establishes that third
parties offer to help consumers select, create, register and pre-register domain names
with the .CAM gTLD. There is no evidence that .CAM is perceived as anything other
than a gTLD in connection with services related to domain name creation and
registration. Further, Applicant’s own webpages discuss .CAM as a gTLD.
Accordingly, we find that .CAM is incapable of identifying and distinguishing, at
least, Applicant’s business management services in the field of creation and
registration of domain names in Class 35.
We next consider Applicant’s services recited in International Class 38 that are
subject to the refusal of registration:
Telecommunication services, namely, transmission of voice, data,
graphics, images, audio and video by means of telecommunications
networks, wireless communication networks, and the Internet;
Telecommunication services, namely, providing Internet access via

broadband optical or wireless networks; Providing access to
telecommunication networks; Electronic mail and messaging services;
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Electronic transmission of information posted to usenet newsgroups and
discussion groups via a global computer network; Rental of
telecommunication facilities; Rental of telecommunications apparatus
and installations; Rental of telecommunication equipment, namely,
network apparatus, network instruments, network interfaces,
installations, telephones; Providing access to databases; Providing
telecommunications connections to the Internet or databases; Providing
access to the Internet; Providing multiple-user access to data on the
Internet in the field of search engine optimization for searching,
retrieving, indexing, linking and arranging data for the Internet,
electronic communications networks and electronic databases;
consultancy and information regarding the aforesaid services, including
provided via electronic networks, such as the Internet.

Applicant’s Class 38 services include providing access to databases, the Internet
and transmission of multimedia communications via the Internet. These broadly
1dentified services must also be presumed to include, inter alia, providing access to
databases of domain names with the .CAM gTLD, and transmission of voice, images,
audio and video to and from websites featuring the .CAM gTLD. Southwestern Mgmt.
v. Ocinomled, 115 USPQ2d 1025. Applicant’s website further indicates that it
provides web space for entertainment by means of webcams, websites, social media
and other technologies in connection with the .CAM gTLD. The evidence of record
clearly indicates that consumers perceive .CAM as a gTLD in relation to domain
services connected with cameras and Internet technology. Again, there is no evidence
that .CAM is perceived as anything other than a gTLD in connection with services
related to domains and websites having to do with webcams, cameras and
photography. Accordingly, we find that .CAM is incapable of identifying and

distinguishing, at least, Applicant’s database and Internet access, and multimedia

communication connected with the .CAM gTLD in Class 38.
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Finally, we consider Applicant’s services recited in International Class 42 that are
subject to the refusal of registration:

Design, development and implementation of software; Preparation,
update, installation and maintenance of computer software; Database
design and development; Design and development of computer
hardware; Design and development of computers and programs for
computers; Data automation and collection service using proprietary
software to evaluate, analyze and collect service data; Computer
programming consultancy; Computer software consultancy; Planning,
design and management of information technology systems;
Information technology consultation; Computer technology support
services, namely, help desk services; Computer programming and
computer system analysis; Business technology software consultation
services; Technology consultation in the field of communications and
computer hardware and software; Computer programming; Planning,
design, development, maintenance and optimization of online websites
for third parties; Design, maintenance, development and updating of
computer software; Web site hosting services; Quality management
services, namely, quality evaluation and analysis, quality assurance,
and quality control, in the field of computers and computer peripheral
devices; Graphic design services; Computer services, namely, providing
search engines for obtaining data on a global computer network;
Computer security consultancy; Design and development of electronic
data security systems; Maintenance of computer software relating to
computer security and prevention of computer risks; Research and
development of technology in the field of computer hardware and
software; Provision of search engines for the Internet; computer
services, namely, search engine optimization in the nature of the
positioning, optimization, notification, monitoring and adjustment of the
findability of the websites of others using search engines; Development,
maintenance and updating of a telecommunication network search
engine; rental of computer hardware; consultancy and information
regarding the aforesaid services, including provided via electronic
networks, such as the Internet in International Class 42.

Applicant’s Class 42 services include planning, design, development, maintenance
and optimization of websites for third parties, web site hosting services and search
engine optimization to facilitate location of websites using search engines as well as

help desk services related thereto. These services include, inter alia, services directed
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toward websites with the .CAM gTLD, including planning, design, development,
hosting, maintenance and optimization of websites featuring the .CAM gTLD. The
evidence of record clearly indicates that consumers perceive .CAM as a gTLD in
relation to domain services connected with cameras and Internet technology. The
evidence of record further suggests that one of the reasons to obtain a .CAM gTLD
domain extension is to assist individuals and businesses with websites concerning
webcams, cameras and photography. Applicant’s Class 42 services enable and assist
users to design, host, maintain and optimize websites accessible through the .CAM
gTLD. Accordingly, we find that .CAM 1is incapable of identifying and distinguishing,
at least, Applicant’s database and Internet access, and multimedia communication

connected with the .CAM gTLD in Class 42.

Lan

D. Stylization of Designation
The evidence of record establishes that consumers would not perceive .CAM as

capable of identifying and distinguishing source for the recited services subject to the

refusal of registration, and instead would perceive it merely as a gTLD in connection

Ldn

therewith. With regard to Applicant’s proposed mark , 1t 1s well established
that “for a term otherwise unregistrable to be capable of distinguishing an applicant’s
goods, the presentation of the term must be sufficiently striking, unique or distinctive
so as to overcome its inherent incapacity and render the mark capable of serving as
a source indicator.” In re Cosmetic Factory, Inc., 220 USPQ 1103 (TTAB 1983). The

decision of capability is dependent on the nature of the presentation of the

unregistrable matter in each case.
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Our primary reviewing court, its predecessor court and this tribunal have found a
sufficiently unique display of otherwise unregistrable matter warrants registration
on the Supplemental Register. See In re K-T Zoe Furniture, Inc., 29 USPQ2d 1787,
1789 (Fed. Cir. 1994) (court found the words and stylized script of the mark THE
SOFA AND CHAIR COMPANY were separable elements, and that only the script
design of the words had acquired secondary meaning); In re Wella Corporation, 635
F.2d 845, 196 USPQ 7, 8 (CCPA 1977) (court found registrable the term BALSAM
displayed in a “unique style” of lettering); In re Carolyn’s Candie’s Inc., 206 USPQ
356, 361 (TTAB 1980) (Board found “style of display” of the words YOGURT BAR
more distictive than that of BALSAM in Wella case).

On the other hand, the Board also has found the “completely ordinary and
nondistinctive” stylized display of matter unregistrable on the Supplemental Register
because it is incapable of functioning as a trademark for the applicant’s goods or
services. In re Anchor Hocking Corp., 223 USPQ 85, 88 (TTAB 1984) (Board found
MICROWAVE TURNTABLE to be the generic name of applicant’s goods and
“displayed in plain block style of lettering which obviously is not unique”); see also In
re Cosmetic Factory, 220 USPQ at 1103 (Board found style of lettering of BODY SOAP
to be ordinary and nondistinctive); In re Sambado & Son Inc., 45 USPQ2d 1312, 1316
(TTAB 1997) (FRUTTA FRESCA, equivalent to “fresh fruit,” found to be generic term
for the goods and the presentation of the term found “not so unique or unusual as to
create a distinctive commercial impression apart from the words.”) (overruled in part

on other grounds by In re Driven Innovations, Inc., 115 USPQ2d 1262, 1265 (TTAB
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2015)). See also In re Cordua Restaurants, Inc., 823 F.3d 594, 118 USPQ2d 1632,
1639-1640 (Fed. Cir. 2016) (stylization of “churrascos” does not create separate

impression from that made by generic term).

Lan

It 1s our view that in this case, the presentation of Applicant’s proposed
mark does not possess the degree of stylization that would warrant allowance on the
Supplemental Register. The term “.CAM” is displayed in a very slightly stylized script

that is not unique or unusual and the “dot” 1s displayed in the color green with no

Lan

additional stylization or design. The display of Applicant’s proposed mark

conveys the commercial impression of a gTLD. The stylization of the term “.CAM” in

Ldn

Applicant’s proposed mark does not present any unique characteristics,
such as the monogram design in Jackson Hole, the uniquely stylized lettering in

Wella, or the unusual lettering style and placement of the words in Carolyn’s

Candie’s. It does not create a commercial impression separate from the unregistrable

term “.CAM”.

Further, the green color of the “.”in © serves to emphasize the gTLD nature

of the designation and will not be perceived as creating a separate commercial
impression apart from the literal component. We thus find the applied-for mark in its

entirety to be incapable of distinguishing Applicant’s goods from those of others.

As noted earlier, on the webpage where Applicant displays LI i1 a manner that

visually suggests a trademark, the content of that page (and other pages) undercuts
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any inference of trademark use by discussing .CAM as a gTLD.47 Applicant displays

its Lam designation at the top left-hand corner of a webpage above the subheadings
Dutch Masters, Scoopers and Weroulette. It is unclear whether the latter terms are
intended as trademarks or indicative of the subject matter of the webpages sampled
therewith, and the included screenshots of the webpages, aside from photographs, are
largely illegible. Significantly, the printed information following the subheadings and
screenshots discusses and references .CAM solely as a TLD. The following example
1s illustrative: “The TLD will provide a broad range of personal, commercial and social
interests through, among other [things,] webcams, websites, social networks, e-mail

and other technologies that will be located within the domain .CAM.”48 Despite
Applicant’s placement of the Lon designation in a manner intended to convey

trademark use, consumers viewing LI in context will perceive the term as

denoting a TLD when viewed in context of Applicant’s use of the term.

We find that the minimal stylization and color of LI 55 used by Applicant on its
websites are insufficient to create a commercial impression that is separate from the

term .CAM.

E. Conclusion

Ldn

Applicant’s proposed marks .CAM and , applied-for on the Supplemental

Register, are incapable under Section 23 of the Trademark Act of 1946, 15 U.S.C.

47 See, e.g., July 30, 2015 Office Action at .pdf 5-6.
48 July 30, 2015 Office Action at .pdf 6.
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§1091, of functioning as service marks to identify and distinguish Applicant’s services
from those of others and to indicate the source of Applicant’s services as to the affected
services 1n Classes 35, 38, 42 and 45.

Decision: The refusal to register Applicant’s proposed mark, .CAM (subject of

Application 85635277) based on its failure to function as a mark, is affirmed.

Lan

The refusal to register Applicant’s mark (subject of Application 85635287)
based on its failure to function as a mark, is also affirmed.

As noted above, the Examining Attorney withdrew the refusal of registration as to
the services recited infra in International Classes 35, 38 and 42. 49 In consequence
thereof, the registrability of the .CAM designations for services not subject to the
refusal of registration is not before us. The involved applications will proceed to
registration for those services against which the refusal to register was withdrawn,
namely:

Accounting consultation; Business advice and information relating to loans,
finance and capital; Business assistance, advisory and consulting services in
the field of filing business formation documents; Economic feasibility studies;
Payroll administration and management services; Payroll preparation;
development of processes for the analysis and the implementation of strategy

plans and management projects, in Class 35;

Rental of telecommunication equipment, namely, facsimile machines, in
Class 38; and

Consulting services in the field of office and workplace automation, in Class
42.

49 27 TTABVUE.
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1. Appendix of Third-Party Webpage Evidence

Screenshots from third-party webpages:

DOMAIN.com

BLOG

HOME ABOUT USEFUL LINKS USER AGREEMENT

What is a Top-Level Domain, Anyway?
@ ravUARY 52000 G D00 u i@

You may have heard of the term top-level domain, often referred to as TLD, when talking about domain
registration. The top-level domain is the com or other extension that follows your individual dormain. They fall
into two categories — generic TLDs and countr-specific TLDs. Carrently there are just over 20 generic top-
level domains (the most notable being .com, .net, .org, .gov, .edu, biz) plus top-level domains for most
countries.

ICARMM has historically been very strict about allowing the creation of new TLDs. To this paint, new generic
TLDs have been rare, with tel heing the newest. Each registry for specific countries contrals the uze oftheir
country specific TLD. Originally, the country TLD's were intended to help divide the internet geographically,
but .com has become the dominant worldwide TLD instead. Some country TLD's are still fairly restricted,
wehile nthers have heen npened tn be registered by all Forinstance, tn register 2 ca domain, yon have o live
in Canada, but .me {(Montenegro's TLD) is open to everyone, and is generally presented as a good TLD to
usze for a personal website,

The Future of the TLD

The stage is set for a dramatic change in TLD= in 2010, ICANM has decided to allow the creation of
numerous new generic TLDs as well as TLDs to companies for specific trademarks. The details of the naw

TLDs and how many new TLD = there will be are still somewhat unclear, but ICARMN has indicated that
registry creation for new TLD s will be apened far many mare generic TLDsS than currently exist. Many have

suggested that new registries for TLDS such as blog, food, and others will spring up. Businesses will alsa
he able to become their awn registry as well, resulting in closed registties such as apple ar nike.

The ongoing debate ahout this issue is the intent behind creating new TLDs. ICAMM is looking atthe issue
from the perspective that the good .com domains are all taken and they want to reorganize the internet
hased upon TLDS having more meaning to the domain. From a business standpaint, the new TLD S will
allowe businesses to fight cyvberquatting mare effectively. Opponents to the new TLD plan generally argue that
ICAMM 15 simply [0oking for mare funding and the changes woan't effectively make the needed changes to the
domain name systerm.

Regardless ofthe ongoing debate, it appears that new TLDs are definitely caming. When they're available,
be sure to check out Domain.com for more details. Tell us yourthoughts on the new TLDS inthe comments
orvote in ournew TLD poll.

Find domains at Domain.com:

.COM | .ORG | .NET | ME | .TEL | .US |.TV | OTHERS
(June 4, 2012 Office Action at TSDR 95-7);
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4 & =
Domains = Products « Hosting = Support = About Account

C A M Return to the nTLD Guide Watch .CAM for Me!

name.com's guide to the new
gTLDs

Why .CAM?

As society becomes increasingly more visual, cameras have gone from a luxury to a necessity. Photos are used to communicate on social networking, share ideas with
coworkers, and stay connected to family. .CAM offers a domain space specialized for individuals looking to express themselves through photography online. Perfect for

anyone who owns a camera, takes photos for a profession or for fun, or anyone who wants to explore the possibilities of digital photography.

When can | get my .CAM?

The new gTLD applications are still being reviewed. The earliest you can expect for any ofthe new gTLDs to be available is in the spring of 2013.

Application Status Passed Initial Evaluation CAM domalns tO thlnk abOUt
i i hots.CAM v haring.CAM
Special Requirements  Unknown JOUESTONS. LA STt
s howto. CAM s yourname.CAM
Release Date Coming Soon
S L W ek

(December 12, 2013 Office Action at .pdf 9);

mnamestat

Top 10 gTLDs + Summary More + FAQ Contact Blog Services

Key Metrics
Yf AN ALL [ O] O]
Percentile

String .CAM

Type Generic

Status In Contention

3 applicants

Applicant #1 Famous Four Media (dot Agency

Limited) %7

Applicant #2 AC Webconnecting Holding BV. %2

Applicant #3 Rightside Registry {United TLD

Holdco Ltd.) %7

(September 4, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 26);
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Home WhatisagTLD? gTLD List

CLEARINGHO

A
_ mark Clearinghouse - Protection for Trademark Holders

OFFICIAL AGENT

Are You Ready For The
Dot Big Bang? » Est. Launch : 2013 .
+ Status : Under Review dot
- Category : Tech @

New gTLDs
Launching Soon!

New TLD  Sunrise (;::1 .CAM Domain Details Uses for Dot.CAM
Restrictions: TEA

.bike 11/26/13 1/29/13 Price: TEA « ProductReview.CAM

clothing  11/26/131/29/13  Sunrise: TBA - BestUseFor.CAM

.guru 11/26/131/29/13  Landrush: TBA - YourName.CAM

holdings ~ 11/26/131/29/13  Website: NiA * YourWebSite.CAM

olumbing  11/26/131/29/43  TWitter: NIA . JustAboutAnything.CAM

singles 112613129113 | | acebook: W

ventures  11/26/131/29/13

camera 121313 2/5/14

equipment  12/313  2/5/14 .CAM Registry Applicant(s)

.estate 12/3M13 2/5114
.gallery 12/3/13 2/5/114
.araphics 12/3/13 2/5/14
lighting 12/3M13 2/5/14 3 - ! A 2
.photography 12/3/13 2/5/14 m;'r MORE »
Sexy 12/11/132/24/14 —— G ; |
Aattoo 1211/132/24/14

Pre-Register NOW!

= Whatis a gTLD ?
= gTLD Priority Rank List

.CAM Details

(December 12, 2013 Office Action at TSDR 11);
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877.983.6624
[mfl (j __ International: +1.760.444 8674

Com

«/nified Hosting
Ove Flan, Ove Price,
For Al Qour Pomaing!

What's Hot gTLDs ccTLDs IDNs Hosting Services Transfers Renewals o

gTLD Domains Technology Domains .cam Domain Name

.cam Domain Registration

The purpose of the .cam domain name extension is to provide a secure environment for webcam users of all
2 types to create innovative webcam content and connect to their audience.
: In pre-order—availability is not guaranteed. Reserve now to be notified via email with options
to purchase.

SEARCH BULK

Search .cam .

DESCRIPTION
The purpose of the .cam domain name extension is to create an environment where webcam users of all types FAMOUS FOUR
can express themselves in ways never before seen on the Internet, in a more secure and stable environment. N M l a

The .cam domain name extension aims to become the premier online destination for webcam users and their
wide audience. The .cam domain name extension will establish a space whose main function is to provide a ACCREDITED
platform for producing informative, creative and innovative content that is associated with webcams . 1

(September 4, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 15);
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B77.983.6624 |Internaticnal: ++1.760.444.2574 Languages & Countries » Company « FAQs - View Cart ~
-
SITE SEARCH [ DOMAIN SEARCH NEWBraI'Id Protection a
a search term SEARCH %ﬁ;miu r business & : r i
== bran wahnum do you proy?:uct i ‘
As low as $259/year

gTLD= NewgTLDs  ccTLDs IDN= Prices Pariners Tocls  Hosting Secunty Trademark  Cormporate Brand Protection E%?ﬂmslNAELXTENﬂONS

L4
= QgTlds New Generic Domains = Technology = Pre-Register Domain Name cam HELP DESK -
FAMOUS FOQUR y™© J ONLINE NOW! CLICK HERE!
Cadim
Manage Your Domains

+
CAM Home D_ Info tl el TLDEI Ik 5 h Wh IR I T T fe | Hos’t | SSL E il Se: e |_FA:1 . f
-G ome omain Information | ulk: Searc 0is | Renewals | Transfers ing mail Services | | Username/Customer

smERReEE | GO |

"’*w“

+ Forgot Password » New Account

Ol New gTLD Pre-Registration T

.cam Domains

Enter your desired domain name, select the extension and click Search. ~ Domain Registration

101 Domain Name Home
1y domain .cam
Domain Registration gTLDs

Technolo

= E Special Domain Names
gngeﬂElse a““ch This extengion is a pre-reservation. Pre-ordering a domain name does not guarantee Alternative Domain Names
and iz a non-binding pre-reservation only. Once pricing and launch dates are {
In Sunrise Phase 3 Il be notified via email with options to purchase. Domain Transfer
.bio 01 Apr 2014 - 01 Domain Registration Specials
] May 2014 2
New Domain Releases
Lamers 03 Dec 2013 - 21 s 'y 3 g i
Jan 2014 Price and Requirements for .cam Domains Premium Domain Names
technoloay JoieL gty T . General Domain FAQ
In Pre-registration a il Domain FAQ gTLDs & ccTLDs
cam az 2014 Get a Domain Quote Now
Lodes Qzzm4 Requirements Bulk Domain Search + Pricing
M Q2204 a Nom adin vl " e i n -ty .
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e g S 5 3
R o Are Individual Camera .cam registrations allowed?  Yes + ccTLD International Domains
.data Qz 2014 All Domains by Country
.mobile Q22014 Company or legal entities registrations allowed for  Yes All Domains by Extensions
C S Camera .cam?
etwork i All Domains by Continent
ph Qz 2014
_Dne % North American Domains
.stience 2 L Do | need to provide additional information for No e L
_software Feb 2014 Camera .cam?
e Qz 2014 south American Domains
b Qz 2014 ;2 8 Caribbean Domains
e Are some .cam domain names restricted? Yes Details
Zip ams e URE African Domain Names
5 2 Axian Nomain Names
Does .cam domain have a special use? No _
= European Domain Names
.cam Domain G o
H ceanian Domain Names
Information Other information | need to know about .cam? No
Webcams have forever changed ~ IDN Internationalized
the way we communicate, making Domains
the science fiction of recent Are there any additional fees for .cam? No
generations ago a mainstream IDN Domain Registration
reality. Whether watching over a =
4 2 All Available IDN Extensions
baby overnight, seeing a loved De | need a trademark/brand name to No
one's face from the other side of register .cam? New Full IDNs
the planet, or facilitating business IDN Bulk Domain Search + pricing
through vital face to face
conference calls, the applications =) Trustee / Proxy service offered? Fees? No 2 :
of webcams are various and R ¥ New gTLD Public Domains

significant. The mission and
purpose of .cam is to create an
environment where individuals and
companies can interact and
express themselves in ways never
before seen on the Internet, in a
more targeted, secure and stable
environment. Its purpose is to
become the premier online
destination for such creators and
their wide range of users.

The .cam TLD will establish an
Internet space whose main
function is to provide a platform for
creating, producing and

All New Generic Domains
Application Fee Donuts Defensive Registration

New gTLD Trademark
Clearinghouse

All Domains by Adult
All Domains by Business

nfa

Internationalized Domain Name in available languages

All Domains by Commerce
All Domains by Community

This domain cxtcnsion docs not support intcrnationalization.

All Domains by Construction
All Domains by Education

.cam Camera Domain Name - Extension All Domains by Food & Drink

disseminating informative, creative Information 5 ]
and innovative content that is All Domains by Generic
associated with cameras. Domain g R All Domains by Government

(December 12, 2013 Office Action at TSDR 13-4);
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- THE EXPERTS

P = "N USER CAUT [OH™

Pre-register a domain now! It's free!

Type the domain you wish to pre-register

‘M b Free Pre-regisiratian

How does it work?

Are you going to miss this

(December 12, 2013 Office Action at TSDR 19);
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english | deutsch

I I E}zan I %, Talk To HEXONET p Live Demo  » OTE Signup p Customer Login

ALWAYS ONE STEP AHEAD

HOME DOMAINS PRE-RECISTRATIONS BACKORDERS 55L RESELLERS RECISTRAROC SOFTWARE

Popular

.CAM Domains

Pre-register CAM Domains!
‘ your new domain ‘

- Top
MNew Top Level Domains (nTLDs)
- Adult

- Business & Finance

 PRE-REGISTER

- Culture & Community

- Education

- Food & Drink

- Geographic CAM

- Health

- Identity & Lifestyle Domains names using the new TLD .CAM. Examples and uses could of the new TLD .CAM could be as
: follows:
- Media

- Professions ; i
& cityname.cam # firstnamelastname.cam
- Real Estate e businessname.cam * addresses.cam

- Shapping

- Sports
- I Overview Bulk Pre-registeration
- Trave :

- Web & Technology
- IDNs

- Others

Pre-Register Your .CAM New Top-Level Domain at HEXONET
e FREE to Pre-register

* FREE Automated Alerts

e Non-binding and Mo Commitment

Pre-Registrations for Resellers

Trad k Cleari

.CAM New TLD
New TLD Process FAQs

(September 4, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 35);

24/7 Support (425) 274-4500 | Help My Cart | My Account ~ Register A Domain

mo I I I New TLDs Domains Hosting Email Security Websites Resellers

.CAM

Get a domain that says what your site is about.

(July 30, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 12);
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(D OnlyDomains Awt‘w

! AN
Your Universal Domain Mame Provider ‘) 2 DU'IC)M{ —
oAl PV —

Domain Names ~ 1_@ Domains ~ Hosting ~ Services « About Us ~

Pre-Register your .cam Domain

New Top Level Domain Free Pre-Registration

Yourbrand1

Why Should | Pre-Register? [ Bulk Search |

saatthi IS _

.CAM

NEW TLDs Domain Pre-Registration

We believe that .CAM is a generic gTLD, and we are pleased to accept pre-registration
domain name applications for this TLD. By choosing to pre-register now, we will notify you
about any upcoming developments relating to the proposed use of this TLD domain name.

We have identified that there is more than one TLD application for this gTLD. Once the
review and selection process has been finalized by ICANN, we will provide updated
information about this TLD right here. Alternatively, you can pre-register now, and we will
notify you about any upcoming developments relating to the proposed use of this TLD
domain name.

Related New Top Level Domains
.cam Registry Information

0 Generic .cafe
Category: Internet
9 Generic call
0 Generic .car
® gTLD Background Information
Generic .casino z o
On June 13 2012, ICANN have announced 2000+ domain name gTLD applications.
Applications vary from Generic Domain names, Brands, as well as geographic regions. We
@ Generic .catholic have also noticed that are also several community and specialist interest TLDs that have
been applied for during the initial gTLD application stage.
@ Generic .cloud
Price can vary if the registry operator has classified your desired domain name as a premium name, which
"] Generic .college incurs a variable higher price than what's shown above.
@ Generic .compare
9 Generic .corp
9 Generic .coupon

(January 9, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 23-4)
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FAMOUS FOUR
MV EDIA

Qur gTLDs Registrars Strengthen your brand Mews

Home = CAM

Why .CAM TLD domain?

Cameras are invaluable tools in today's society. From travellers to artists, jounalists to naturalists
doctors to historians, cameras are a vital means of recording, commenting on, sharing and studying
the world around us. On the one hand the development of the Internet has brought with it the
opportumty for the individual to not only share but also access photography online from an amateur
to a professional level. On the other hand the Internet has allowed for more people than ever before to
access cameras that best suit their needs and to get the most out of them

What is .CAM TLD domain registry?

The world of communication i1s indeed in a profound phase of transformation and the introduction and

evolution of the Internet has enabled for the ansing of new opportunities in visual media. Nowadays

visual communication is strongly dependent upon Internet as a means of its e ssion and
ed

operation. The Internet acts as a medium through which the camera can function

How to get your .CAM TLD domain?

The internet allows for access not only in obtaining images, but also distributing them, and whether
you are obtaining or distributing images the new. CAM generic Top Level Domain (TLD) allows for the
making of a new accessible channel by which the viewer or the distributer can pass in pursuing their
interests in photography. The .CAM generic Top Level Domain (TLD) serves as a channel to which

' AN a . £l ' r s v

(January 9, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 26);
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‘.’-".. — & & Create New Account & Login @ FAQS
% SINS
%’ CORPORATION WHOIS SEARC

HOME DOMAIN NAMES IDN DOMAINS NEW gTLDs PHONE NUMBERS HOSTING

Home = New gTLDs = Cam

Domain Registration

.CAM Domain Registration

To pre-register your cam domain name, enter your domain into the box below, click the "Pre-
Register” button and then follow the on screen prompis

WWW. .cam

PRE-REGISTER

If you require assistance with .cam domain registration, please contact our helpdesk via email or felephone.

= More Domains Available!

.CAM Domain Information

We believe that .cam is a genenc gTLD, and we are pleased to accept pre-registration domain name applications for
this TLD. By choosing to pre-register now, we will notify you about any upcoming developments relating to the
proposed use of this TLD domain name.

(January 9, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 29);
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Home gTLDSUst gL whar

What i TLD ? = .
i e e .CAM TLD Domain Extension

= New Domains List

= Availability Timeline Building on a .cam internet domain might assist
searchers to find the types of sites desired. Web
For Brand Owners users will quickly grasp by simply looking at the ‘ a m
the search listings that a website is what they w

= The Challenge
= Trademark Clearinghouse Pre-Register NOW!
= Objections

= URS, UDRP and PDDRP
= New gTLD Trademark

Sunrise

need. The .cam domain extension will help build
a lot more trust on the web and assist business
owners publishing information in the field of
cams to increase traffic.

.Cam

Find Another TLD >

Place your online videos or live video streams within The following companies applied to create the .Cam Top Level Domain

the .CAM Top Level Domain.

APPLICANT URL SOCIAL MEDIA
3 ; :
How Does It Work?  Pre-Register Your Domain Name. dot Agency Limited
When each Top Level Domain announces their pricing G =%

structure, we'll email you with that information.
Corfirm your order and provide payment information. AC Webconnecting Holding B.V. Link

DotAnything.co Inc. will put in a purchase request on your
behalf as soon as domain name sales start.

You_ may transfer your domain name to your preferred Recently Pre-Registered Domains

registrar.
god.cam
Frequently Asked Questions new.cam
What i= a Pre-registration? i
‘When you pre-register for a domain name, it's like adding itto a
w.cam

shopping list. DotAnything.co Inc. will keep your shopping list for you

until pricing for each top level domain is announced to the public. At u.cam
Lhadl lirne, DolAnylhing.co Inc. will grmidil you dand ask you lo confirm

your pre-registration request and provide payment in advance for

every domain that you have pre-registered. DotAnything.co Inc. will

putin a purchase request on your behalf as soon as domain name

sdles beyin. DulAnylhing.co Inc. will refund the purchase price of

any domains that do not result in an actual Registration.

(January 9, 2015 Office Action at TSDR 34)
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