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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Petition for Cancellation

Notice is hereby given that the following party requests to cancel indicated registration.

Petitioner Information

Name Mr. Jeffrey Schermerhorn
Entity Individual Citizenship UNITED STATES
Address 7070 Curtiss Ave
Sarasota, FL 34231
UNITED STATES
Correspondence Mr. Jeffrey Schermerhorn
information 7070 Curtiss Ave

Sarasota, FL 34231
UNITED STATES
jsny72@gmail.com Phone:518-429-1996

Registration Subject to Cancellation

Registration No

519789 | Registration date | 01/10/1950

Registrant

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS

CHICAGO, IL 60611
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Subject to Cancellation

Class 036. First Use: 1916/03/31 First Use In Commerce: 1916/03/31

All goods and services in the class are cancelled, namely: BROKERAGE OF REAL ESTATE, INDUS-
TRIAL BROKERAGE, FARM BROKERAGE, MORTGAGE BROKERAGE, IN THE APPRAISAL OF
REAL ESTATE, MANAGEMENT OF REAL ESTATE, IN THE BUILDINGOF STRUCTURES ON
REAL ESTATE, IN THE SUBDIVISION OF REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES, AND[ FOR CONSULTAT-
IVE AND ADVISORY SERVICES ] IN COMMUNITY PLANNING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
RAW LAND AND SLUM CLEARANCE AREAS

Grounds for Cancellation

Torres v. Cantine Torresella S.r.l.Fraud 808 F.2d 46, 1 USPQ2d 1483 (Fed. Cir. 1986)

Genericness

Trademark Act section 23

Attachments

Petition to Cancel Realtor Trademark PDF.pdf(36695 bytes )

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address

Certificate of Service

record by First Class Mail on this date.
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Signature

/Jeffrey Schermerhorn/

Name

Mr. Jeffrey Schermerhorn

Date

03/09/2015




Brief Statement and Summary
Petition to Cancel Trademark “Realtor”

Brief summary and reason for request of the registered mark “Realtor” to be
cancelled is as follows.

The word “Realtor” should not be protected under the protection of the Trademark
Status because the term has and always been synonymous with the Real Estate
Industry or profession. Although The National Association of Realtors (NAR) claims
by hearsay that the word “Realtor” is unique, that is an untrue statement and more
so, is as generic as the word “internet”. In example and comparison, the word
“Internet” was once protected, then became generic and associated as the World
Wide Web (www) the same as Realtor is to Real Estate Agent and Real Estate in
general.

Although Claimed by the National Association of Realtors that a survey over 12
years ago indicated a strong outcome that its members know of the Trademark, it is
our intention to provide proof that that same statistic or more believes the word
“Realtor” to be generic and common not only by their own Members of the National
Association of Realtors, but anyone in the real estate business as well by their clients
and general public.

Since 2003 under the last attempt to cancel the Trademark, Social media has
provided a great success and accurate way to account for the true nature and claim
that Realtor is in fact as generic. It would be impossible to refute this outcome of a
social media campaigns showing that not only does the overwhelming majority their
own membership of the 1 million plus members support this action to cancel the
Trademark “Realtor” but the general public as well. Several examples of other
companies using the force and power of Social Media to support similar actions as |
intend to do with the word Realtor will be further proof and support of my position
to cancel the mark of Realtor.

Since the 2003 outcome of the last Petition to Cancel Realtor Trademark we are
privileged to have such immediate and credible information due to Social Media
such as Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin, Instagram and Google Plus to name a few. With
such open access to both Members of the National Association of Realtors as well as
the general public we can verify and heavily rely on a topic like this to go “Viral” as a
term used in the Social Media world showing that this Petition to Cancel is valid and
should be enforceable means to verify this Petition to Cancel the Realtor Trademark.

Furthermore, with such commonality on the Internet even the National Association
of Realtors cannot dispute how generic the term and use of Realtor is. With millions
of domains registered to the millions of websites and emails using this generic word
to describe a Real Estate Representative, Realtor is as common of a word in the
English language as can be. Realtor is described in every dictionary as a noun. Not a
Pronoun.



The word Realtor is also so generic and common that main stream media, news,
television and movies all refer to and use Realtor as a general and common word to
associate one who is a Real Estate agent even if not a member of their association.

We also believe the National Association of Realtors (NAR) with its political Lobbing
power and influences to direct use of Lobbying funds and membership dues to
influence with political power of unfair reinforcement of the Trademark and
business practices. The National Association of Realtors (NAR) is the largest
Lobbying Group in the United States spending several millions per year buying
influence to protect a generic word. It is unfair and unethical to allow the American
system to be persuaded or bought off with such an organization. The National
Associations is one of the worst Trademark Bullies. The Actions of the National
Association of Realtors as questionable as their practices are, we will request during
this process of discovery full accountability of all financial transaction showing who
and what each dollar spend on Lobbying and from membership dues goes to
influence, support and fight both within the National Association of Realtors and
their Political Action Lobbying Offices. This request will help insure the fairness and
reliability of this Petition to Cancel to be fair, ethical and based on the merits for this
action and not the influence we suspect and will discover from informative sources.

Although first claimed in use 1916 the association did not use the world Realtor in
their own name at that time. It was a general way to describe a Real Estate Agent. It
is the efforts of the now National Association of Realtors whom have further made
this word generic and so closely synonymous with Real Estate Agents. Realtor was
first description was a regular profession. Was not until 34 years later when the
word Realtor was trademarked. If in fact Realtor were a branded name in 1916
when claimed to be first in use, it would have been presumed to be a Trademark
then not 34 years later. The fact is that it was and always has been a “Generic”
word. In 1950, some 34 years later of common use when information was not as
readily available to the public as it is today did this happen. It is the believe that if
the same practices of the National Association of Realtor for what it does today, if
used against them in 1950, this would not be a Trademark today. We believe that in
1950 no petition was made to its existing members allowing them to know or vote
the very word used to describe their profession was about to be claimed and used
against them. This would be a fraud in the application that this was a generic word
in use for over 34 years according to the National Association of Realtors at that
time.

In closing we will provide current proof and support documenting the common
believe of the above-mentioned discussion of facts. As an interesting point to
mention in closing that with several discussions with the USPTO it was a surprise to
some of the employees and examiners that the word “Realtor” is a Trademark.

Sincerely
Jeffrey Schermerhorn



