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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In the Matter of Registration No. 2,273,314

X
BEST-LOCK GROUP,
BEST-LOCK CONSTRUCTION TOYS, INC.,
BEST-LOCK LIMITED HONG KONG,
Petitioners,
Cancellation No.
V.
LEGO JURIS A/S,
Registrant. :
X

PETITION FOR CANCELLATION

Pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1064(3), Petitioners, Best-Lock Group, a corporation of Hong
Kong, having an address at Unit 801, 8th Floor, Pacific House, 20 Queen’s Road Central, Hong
Kong, and its subsidiaries, Best-Lock Construction Toys, Inc., a corporation of the State of
Florida, having an address at 444 Brickell Ave., Suite 300, Miami, FL 33131, and Best-Lock
Limited, Hong Kong, a corporation of Hong Kong, having an address at Unit 801, 8th Floor,
Pacific House, 20 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong, believe they will be damaged by the
continued existence of Registration No. 2,273,314 for the design of “a cylindrical surface
feature” registered to Lego Juris A/S and hereby petition to cancel this registration. As grounds
for cancellation, Petitioners, by their attorneys, Ostrolenk Faber LLP, allege as follows:

1. Petitioners (hereinafter collectively, “Petitioner”) are manufacturers and sellers of

children’s toys, including interlocking toy blocks and figures which Petitioner has been selling to
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retail stores in the United States since 1998. Petitioner, Best-Lock Construction Toys, Inc.,
owns Trademark Registration No. 2,761,084 for BEST-LOCK CONSTRUCTION TOYS with a
design component in the drawing of the mark representing a toy block on which six studs or pins
are displayed for the goods “toy building blocks and games assembled and played using toy

building blocks”.

2. Lego Juris A/S (“Registrant”) is the owner of Registration No. 2,273,314 issued
on August 31, 1999, for the design of “a cylindrical surface feature” (hereinafter referred to as
“pin”) for the goods “toy vehicles; toy figures and construction toys”. This registration was
issued to Kirkbi AG (“Kirkbi”) and later assigned to Registrant.

3. Kirkbi, and subsequently Registrant, knowingly made false, material
misrepresentations of fact with the intent to deceive the Patent and Trademark Office in
connection with Application No. 75/281,464 (“Lego Application”) and the scope of the
trademark in the Lego Application, and in connection with the registration that issued from the
Lego Application, Registration No. 2,273,314 (“Lego Registration”) and with the further intent
to deceive others who later construed the Lego Registration.

Registrant’s Alleged Trademark is Functional

4. At the time the Lego Application was executed by Kirkbi and filed in the Patent
and Trademark Office by Kirkbi’s attorney, David Ehrlich of Fross Zelnick Lehrman & Zissu,
P.C., on April 25, 1997, Registrant was aware that toy construction blocks featuring identical or
nearly identical pins on the surfaces of such toy blocks had existed for nearly 60 years.

5. In 1940, Harry Fisher Page received United Kingdom Patent No. 529,580 (issued
November 25, 1940) for a constructional element for toy building blocks that “improved the

interlocking between the assembled blocks and the stability of the built-up structure.” Additional
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improvements to these blocks were the subjects of U.K. Patents Nos. 587,206 (issued to Mr.
page on April 17, 1947) and 633,055 (issued to Mr. Page on December 12, 1949). Copies of
these patents (“Page Patents™) are attached as Exhibit A to this Petition.

6. All of the foregoing patents disclose the use of pins on a surface of a toy building
block for attaching one block to another block stacked above.

7. Upon information and belief, Kirkbi, and/or its United States attorneys who filed
the Lego Application, knew of the existence of the Page Patents at the time they executed and
filed the Lego Application.

8. On April 9, 1958, three years prior to the claimed first date of use for the design
trademark in the Lego Application, Godtfred Kirk Christiansen, the principal of Registrant’s
predecessor, Kirkbi, applied for a patent in Germany which purported to improve upon the Page
Patents that showed the pins on toy construction blocks and also pertained to tubes inside the toy
blocks that received the pins from an adjacent block and provided a more secure grip between
each pin and the adjacent attached block. The German patent, No. 1,076,007, was issued on
February 18, 1960 (“Christiansen Patent™). A copy of the Christiansen Patent is attached as
Exhibit B to this Petition.

9. At the time the Lego Application was filed, Lego and its attorneys knew or should
have known of the Christiansen Patent on a toy construction block having pins for attaching
blocks to each other.

10.  Patents issued for a feature of a product shown in a patent, here patents for pins
for enabling attachment of toy construction blocks, indicate the functionality of the feature, in
this case, the pins. At the time of filing the Lego Application, Lego’s attorneys knew or should

have known that a functional pin on a toy block was the subject of patents and knew or should
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have known that such a pin is not a trademark and could not be the subject of a trademark
registration.

11. A pin on a toy block which cooperates and fits into holes or recesses in an
adjacent stacked toy block illustrates the functionality of Registrant’s pin. Examples of toy
blocks of Lego which illustrate this functionality are attached as Exhibit C to this Petition.
Notwithstanding Lego’s claimed long term use of the pin on toy construction blocks (a copy of
Kirkbi’s Declaration in Support of Acquired Distinctiveness Under Section 2(f) is attached as
Exhibit D to this Petition) and Lego’s claim that the pin on the block is a trademark, the
functionality of this pin on a block precludes Registrant, and anyone else, from obtaining any
trademark rights in a design of an actual pin on a toy construction block.

12.  Lego’s attorney withheld from the United States Patent and Trademark Office
throughout the entire examination of the Lego Application that pins on a surface of a Lego toy
construction block are functional and did not inform the Office of the Page and Christiansen
patents. Indeed, the attorney stated in the March 30, 1998 Office Action Response that “the mark
is not the subject of a design patent or a utility patent.” A copy of the March 30, 1998 Response
is attached as Exhibit E to this Petition. These omissions and representations misled the
Examining Attorney for the application.

13. Had the Examining Attorney at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office been made
aware of the functionality of the pin on a surface of a Lego toy block, the Examining Attorney
would have refused to approve the Lego Application for registration.

14.  Placing the pin on the lid of Registrant’s containers, rather than on a surface of a
toy construction block, does not transform a functional pin into a source identifying feature on a

container. Lego’s pin on the lid of a box or a container is also functional due to an actual lid
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construction marketed by or authorized by Lego, because such a pin on a container enables
stacking of the containers. Examples of such uses are attached as Exhibit F to this Petition.
Lego has authorized and encouraged this functional use of the pin design on containers
manufactured and sold under the LEGO name.

Fraud in the Lego Application

15.  The Lego Application was filed in the United States Patent and Trademark Office
for the goods “toy vehicles; toy figures and construction toys™ claiming use on “packaging for
the goods and by other means™ and not claiming use on or in association with a toy construction
block or a pin on such a block. The application was submitted on behalf of Kirkbi by its attorney,
David Ehrlich, of Fross Zelnick Lehrman & Zissu, P.C. A copy of the application is attached as
Exhibit G to this Petition.

16.  During examination of the Lego Application, the attorney for Kirkbi made a claim
that the trademark was for a pin on a lid of a container for unspecified objects, not for a pin on a
toy construction block. (Exhibit E to this Petition.) In a further act of deception, this claim was
later contradicted in the Sections 8 and 9 Renewal Declaration for the Lego Registration as
described below. The Patent and Trademark Office was misled by Lego’s deceptive filing.

17.  Kirkbi, in the Lego Application, falsely and fraudulently claimed that a
functional and generic pin for its toy blocks was entitled to trademark protection. Functional
pins of this nature on a toy block, or on a package, cannot be the exclusive property of anyone.

18. Toy blocks with such functional pins had been in use by other suppliers of toy
construction blocks for many years prior to the filing of the Lego Application. Examples of third

party uses of such functional pins on toy blocks are attached as Exhibit H to this Petition.
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19.  The Patent and Trademark Office Examining Attorney did not accept Kirkbi’s
trademark claim and in an Office Action dated December 22, 1997, refused registration on the
ground that “the proposed mark consists of a design feature of the packaging for the goods which
serves a utilitarian purpose.” The Examining Attorney did not comment on pins on the blocks,
just on the packaging for unspecified goods.

20.  In the March 30, 1998 Response (Exhibit E to this Petition) to the December 22,
1997 Office Action, the attorney for Kirkbi made the following statements:

a) “The specimen [of use filed with the Lego Application] is a lid for a bucket-shaped
container in which the goods are sold. The cylindrical surface features on the lid in the specimen
have no functional purpose whatsoever.”

b) “We wish to make absolutely clear that we are not claiming rights in a cylinder as an
overall configuration of a package.”

¢) “Indeed, the addition of cylinders to a lid of a bucket-type package makes the lid anti-
functional, rather than functional. If the lid on the package were a plain flat lid, it would be
easier and less expensive to manufacture. Thus, the specimen lid is an example of a classical
anti-functional use of a design trademark, rather than a functional use.”

d) “[TThe mark is not the subject of a design patent or a utility patent.”

e) “[I]n view of the fact that the packaging design shown in the specimen is entirely non-
utilitarian, there is no point in having evidence or an extended discussion about the different
kinds of packaging that are used by competitors.”

21.  There was no mention in the Lego Application, the Office Action, or the
Response of a toy construction block or of a pin thereon, either as the good identified by the

trademark or excluding the pin as a good identified by the trademark. According to the Lego
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Application, the Office Action and the Response, the goods described as identified by the mark
were packaging, particularly a lid of the packaging, and the packaging being for any purpose, as
no purpose was speciﬁed;

22. In an Office Action dated June 5, 1998, the Patent and Trademark Office again
refused registration of the pin on the ground that it was a “nondistinctive configuration of the
container or packaging for the goods.” It appeared that the Examining Attorney had been led to
believe that the trademark being applied for was a configuration of the container, not of the
goods within the container.

23. In its December 2, 1998 Response to the June 5, 1998 Office Action, Kirkbi
requested amendment of the application to obtain registration under Section 2(f) and Kirkbi
requested that the description of the mark be amended to: “The mark consists of a cylindrical
surface feature and is not the configuration of the entire product or packaging.” Again, no
statement stated or implied that the cylindrical surface feature is a feature of a toy block.

24.  Kirkbi’s Declaration in Support of Acquired Distinctiveness Under Section 2(f),
dated November 27, 1998 (Exhibit D to this Petition), was filed on December 2, 1998 and
supported Kirkbi’s Office Action Response filed December 2, 1998. The Section 2(f)
Declaration included the following statements, which contradicted the claims made in Kirkbi’s
March 30, 1998 Response that the alleged trademark for its pin design pertains only to surface
features that are “on the lid” of a container and that the “cylindrical surface features on the lid
have no functional purpose whatsoever”. The Section 2(f) Declaration states:

3. The mark in this application is used on LEGO products. The LEGO
products, including the specific goods of this application, are made and sold by
various related companies of the applicant (hereinafter, collectively, “Lego”).

4. In 1958, Lego launched the famous LEGO brand toy construction brick
which bears distinctive cylindrical studs on top. The familiar LEGO repeating
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cylindrical stud design has been used by Lego on LEGO toy construction bricks,
other LEGO construction toy products and a wide assortment of other LEGO toy

products since that time.
* * *

The mark at issue in this application appears as a surface feature and otherwise on
these LEGO brand toys, either as a single stud or a repeating pattern of studs. It is
used other than as a surface feature on packaging and promotional materials.

8. In addition to appearing on billions of bricks and related construction
toy products, the LEGO repeating cylindrical stud design has also appeared for
many years on a wide variety of other products and packaging in the U.S., and for
services. This use identifies Lego as the source for the particular product or
service.

12. Based on this continuous use and advertising of the applicant’s
repeating cylindrical design for over 40 years, and its resultant and enormous

fame, I believe that the single stud design has become a well-known trademark to

U.S. consumers for, among other things, toy products, including toy vehicles and

figures and construction toys.
(Exhibit D to this Petition.)

25.  Kirkbi had initially claimed that its pin was a non-functional lid feature. It so
argued to the Examining Attorney in response to an Office Action. The above quoted Section
2(f) Declaration purported to expand the trademark scope by stating in Paragraph 4: “The mark
at issue in this application appears as a surface feature and otherwise on these LEGO brand toys,
either as a single stud or a repeating pattern of studs.” [Emphasis added.] The Examining
Attorney was misled, as Kirkbi or its attorney either changed its own description of the
trademark or realized it would not cover Lego’s functional pin, but only its packaging.
Belatedly, Kirkbi now claimed that the Lego trademark includes Lego’s functional stud on a toy
block even though the stud was a functional element required for the toy block of Lego and of
numerous other competitors to operate as intended.

26.  Kirkbi’s claim of acquired distinctiveness for its pin in its Section 2(f) Declaration

was based almost entirely on allegations that the pin had been extensively used since 1958 (three
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years before the claimed first use date in 1961 of the mark in the Lego Application) for “toy
products, including toy vehicles and figures and construction toys.” (Paragraph 12 of Exhibit D
to this Petition.) Claiming first use three years after the pin on toy block designs was introduced
is evidence that the Lego Application covers pins on packaging and containers for goods, not
pins on toy blocks. Claiming trademark rights for pins on toy blocks therefore was an attempt to
expand the scope of the trademark after the application was filed. This changed Kirkbi’s claimed
scope of the use of the pin from solely packaging to the toy blocks themselves. In doing so,
Kirkbi intentionally sought to expand the scope of the trademark and misled the Examining
Attorney by falsely representing and emphasizing that the functional pin on the toy block itself
had also acquired distinctiveness as an identification of only Lego as a source of the goods
identified by the alleged trademark, instead of only the pin on the originally described packaging
having acquired distinctiveness based on use of the pin on packaging and product containers.

27. By its Section 2(f) Declaration, Kirkbi’s attorney tried to change the goods list
from a cylindrical surface feature on a packaging lid to include a pin on a toy block itself, in
violation of rules for trademark application amendment.

28.  Kirkbi could not correctly represent that its pin had acquired distinctiveness
regardless of how long, continuous and prominent its use was on packaging and product
containers.

29.  Kirkbi made the claims in the Lego Application with full knowledge of the
functionality of the pin for toy blocks as evidenced by the Page Patents and the Christiansen
Patent. In so doing, Kirkbi intentionally tried to deceive the Patent and Trademark Office
Examining Attorney as to what is the claimed cylindrical surface feature and as to the

distinctiveness of the cylindrical surface feature in the Lego Application.

{01299476.1}



30.  Following the filing of the Section 2(f) Declaration, the Patent and Trademark
Office Examining Attorney passed the Lego Application to publication. The Examining
Attorney never commented on the Section 2(f) Declaration and did not discuss the description of
the mark in the application which description had never mentioned the toy blocks, but only
described the mark as being on the packaging of unspecified goods. Kirkbi never provided
clarification. It appears that the Examining Attorney was either misled as to the scope of goods
identified by the mark, or the form of the mark (i.e., what a cylindrical surface feature is and/or
what that feature is on), or since the description of the mark had not changed from packaging
from before to after the Section 2(f) Declaration, the Examining Attorney continued with the
decision that the surface feature on the packaging was a distinctive registrable trademark.

31.  Recent enforcement efforts based on the Lego Registration show that the
interpretation of the pin as being a mark on packaging was never commented about by the
Examining Attorney of the Lego Application. But, United States Customs and Border Protection
(“Customs”) has construed the Lego Registration to cover a cylindrical surface feature as a non-
functional pin on a toy block and has seized Petitioner’s toy construction blocks because they
have the same functional pins as Lego has used and as competitors have used.

32.  Kirkbi should not have received approval for registration of its alleged mark on
the basis of acquired distinctiveness of its functional pin on a toy block. But Customs was
misled by the Lego Registration. Copies of the August 17, 2011 and December 8, 2011 letters
from Customs concerning seizures of Petitioner’s shipments of toy blocks and figures are
attached as Exhibits I and J to this Petition.

33. The December 8, 2011 letter from the Customs Office in Seattle, Washington

(Exhibit J to this Petition) to Petitioner’s attorneys justified its seizure of Petitioner’s toy blocks
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and figures on the ground that “Registration Number 2273314 protects a design mark consisting
of a cylindrical surface feature of, among other products, construction toys, and is not the
configuration of the entire product or packaging.” [Emphasis added.] The letter further states:

- “Inasmuch as the products seized from Best-Lock include a cylindrical surface feature
and that cylindrical surface feature is the subject of a trademark registered by LEGO that was in
effect on the date of the seizure, October 27, 2011, it would appear indisputable that the products
seized from Best-Lock bear a counterfeit mark.”

- “[TThe PTO did in fact did approve LEGO’s registration of the cylindrical surface

feature design mark found on the products seized from Best-Lock -- having the effect of making
the mark on the products seized from Best-Lock counterfeit.”
In fact, the PTO could have approved registration of Registrant’s cylindrical surface feature only
for packaging and containers. Customs has clearly misinterpreted the scope of the Lego
Registration. Registrant, even after being requested to do so, has not corrected Customs’
erroneous interpretation, nor clarified for Customs the exact scopé of protection for the Lego
Registration.

34.  Customs has acknowledged the functionality of pins on toy blocks by the
statement in its December 8, 2011 letter (Exhibit J to this Petition): “In addition, Best-Lock
product packaging states that its product ‘works with other brands,” suggesting a compatibility
with other brands of construction bricks that would not be possible but for the cylindrical surface
feature of the bricks.” Notwithstanding this recognition of the pins’ functionality on toy blocks,
Customs has refused to release Petitioner’s goods and, again, Registrant has refused to correct

Customs’ erroneous interpretation of the Lego Registration.
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35.  Kirkbi unequivocally represented to the Patent and Trademark Office that it
claimed trademark rights for the pin only as it pertained to packaging.

Fraud in the Section 8 & 15 Declaration

36. In its Section 8 and 15 Declaration, dated February 1, 2005, Kirkbi, through the
same attorney who prosecuted the Lego Application, submitted as a specimen of the mark a
photograph of a product container that included a lid with six pins. It was not a specimen
showing its pin on a toy block. Yet, Kirkbi did not correct the Lego Registration to exclude a
cylindrical surface feature on toy blocks that the Patent and Trademark Office never intended to
cover at any time.

37.  Kirkbi unequivocally continued to represent to the Patent and Trademark Office
that it claimed trademark rights for the pin only as it pertained to packaging.

Fraud in the Sections 8 & 9 Renewal

38. In the Combined Declaration of Use in Commerce — Application for Renewal of
Registration Under Sections 8 and 9 for the Lego Registration, dated May 11, 2009, Registrant,
now Lego Juris A/S, successor to Kirkbi and Lego’s assignee, submitted as a specimen of the
mark a photograph of a toy block with a single pin (“Specimen™). A copy of the Sections 8 and
9 Declaration with the Specimen is attached as Exhibit K to this Petition. The pin in the
Specimen is a component of an actual toy block. That pin was never encompassed in the Lego
Registration which explicitly states that “The mark consists of a cylindrical surface feature and is
not the configuration of entire product or packaging.” (Emphasis added.) Registrant did not
make any attempt to clarify or amend the nature of its uses of the pin design. Moreover,
claiming rights in the pin as a feature of a toy block directly contradicted the claims made by

Kirkbi in the March 30, 1998 Office Action Response, i.¢, that the mark is used only on lids.
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39.  Registrant filed the renewal application despite its knowledge of the Page Patents,
the Christiansen Patent, the functionality of the pin, and the extensive non-trademark use of
identical or nearly identical and interchangeable pins on toy blocks by competitors. (See Exhibit
H), and the fact that the original Examining Attorney of the Lego Application did not
acknowledge the Section 2(f) Declaration or agree with its assertions. The renewal application
was an apparent effort to change the scope of the Lego Registration to cover goods not
previously included in the list of goods. The Patent and Trademark Office accepted the renewal
application. It cannot now be known whether if the Trademark Renewal Section in the USPTO
had been informed or had realized that the Specimen was a toy block, not product packaging as
in all previous submissions, or whether if the USPTO had been informed or realized that the
Specimen was a toy block, that the Specimen would have been accepted as evidence of the use of
the mark for the listed goods and in the form of the mark described in the Lego Registration.
However, the Specimen should have been questioned by the USPTO and the omission by Lego
of a material fact here rises to the level of a fraud practiced on the Patent and Trademark Office.

40.  Registrant, after its attempt to secure registered trademark protection for a pin on
toy blocks was twice rejected by the Patent and Trademark Office during the application
examination stage (Office Actions dated December 22, 1997 and June 5, 1998), had finally
apparently succeeded in expanding its purported rights in the pin design beyond packaging and
containers in its Sections 8 and 9 submission. This was accomplished by knowingly and falsely
claiming to the Patent and Trademark Office that the specimen of an actual toy block submitted
with its renewal application was, in fact, a specimen of the registered trademark. Registrant,
therefore, intentionally deceived the Patent and Trademark Office in order to 1) expand the scope

of protection for the pin, and 2) maintain a registration to which it was not entitled.
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41.  Registrant, with this renewal, has switched its previously held position and now
has represented to the Patent and Trademark Office that it claims trademark rights for the pin on
the product itself as well as on the packaging.

42.  After attorney David Ehrlich filed the Lego Application on April 25, 1997, and it
was refused registration due to functionality, after the goods list in the Lego Application was
amended by that attorney to describe the trademark as a “cylindrical surface feature” and to show
that “feature” only on packaging for goods, not on a toy construction block, after that attorney
explained to the USPTO Examining Attorney that the trademark was on packaging, after
submitting only a specimen showing the trademark on a lid for packaging to the Examining
Attorney, after that attorney argued in conjunction with a Section 2(f) Declaration about the
distinctiveness of the functional pins on a toy construction block and no evidence that the
Examining Attorney either accepted or rejected that argument, after that attorney filed a Section
8 and 15 Declaration for the registered trademark showing a specimen of the trademark only as a
lid on a container, that same attorney, on behalf of Registrant, the successor to the original
Applicant, submitted a Sections 8 and 9 Renewal Declaration for the registration (Exhibit K to
this Petition), wherein the Registrant verified that the registered trademark was in use for the
trademark shown in the attached specimen and attached a picture and descriptive sheet of a toy
construction block with a pin as a specimen of the trademark, both the attorney and the
Registrant committed fraud on the USPTO by showing and therefore claiming the trademark
registration was on a pin on a block, misled the PTO by showing their affirmative use of the
mark on a good, a pin on a block that is not in the registration and clearly functional, and has

now caused severe harm to Petitioner whose goods have been seized by Customs.
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Registrant’s Pin Design Has Become Generic

43.  Registrant’s pin design has become generic by virtue of the long, continuous and
extensive non-trademark functional uses in the United States by Petitioner and other competitors
of identical or nearly identical pins on millions of toy blocks and figures, including many that are
compatible and interchangeable with Registrant’s blocks. (See Exhibit H to this Petition.)

44.  Registrant had not objected to these multiple third party uses of the pin design or
the interchangeable and similar toy construction blocks that are interchangeable with the Lego
blocks for many years.

45.  Registrant had not objected to Petitioner’s open, notorious use of functional pins
on toy blocks for about 13 years.

46.  Petitioner’s toy blocks, Lego’s toy blocks, and other competitors’ toy blocks, have
for years been displayed at the same locations in many retail stores, for many years have been
advertised in the same publications and in on-line advertisements at the same time, and Lego has
known of the third party uses and Petitioner's uses of pins on toy blocks for many years. Copies
of advértising which display toy construction blocks with pins by Lego, Best-Lock and other
competitors in the same document are attached as Exhibit L to this Petition. Copies of news
stories and other published articles with references to Lego, Best-Lock and other competitors in
the same document are attached as Exhibit M to this Petition.

Harm to Petitioner

47.  Petitioner has been damaged and will continue to be damaged by Registration No.
2,273,314 within the meaning of 15 U.S.C. §1064. The Lego Registration has been recorded
with United States Customs and Border Protection (“Customs”). For the first time in the 13

years that Petitioner has been importing its toy blocks into the United States, Customs has cited
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the Lego Registration as the basis for barring entry and seizing several shipments of Petitioner’s
toy blocks based on an incorrect construction of the Lego Registration as a functional pin on a
toy block rather than covering a functional surface feature on a package or container. (Exhibits I
and J to this Petition.) Had Customs been aware from the recorded Lego Registration that the
trademark covers Registrant’s packaging and not functional pins on toy blocks, then it is likely
that the Customs’ seizures would not have been made or that the seizure orders would have been
lifted at the request of Petitioner.

48. In recording the Lego Registration with Customs, Registrant withheld vital
information concerning the limited scope of protection granted by the Lego Registration and,
critically for Petitioner, that the Lego Registration covers only surface features on product lids
and containers, not pins on a toy block.

49.  None of Petitioner’s toy blocks and figures are packaged or sold in packaging or
containers with pins, studs, or any similar feature on the surface of the packaging or containers.

50.  Registrant has refused to inform Customs that the scope of protection conferred
by the Lego Registration does not extend to bar the entry into the United States of any of

Petitioner’s toy blocks.

{01299476.1}
16



WHEREFORE, it is respectfully requested that this Cancellation action be sustained and

that Registration No. 2,273,314 be canceled.

Respectfully s?bmitted,
Dated: December 21, 2011 , [ < ¢
New York, New York Robert C. Faber

Stephen J. Quigley

OSTROLENK FABER LLP

1180 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10036-8403
Telephone: (212) 382-0700
Facsimile: (212) 382-0888

Email: rfaber@ostrolenk.com

Attorneys for Petitioner
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a true copy of the foregoing PETITION FOR CANCELLATION was served

on Registrant by e-mail and first class mail, postage prepaid, this 21* day of December, 2011 to

Registrant’s attorneys:
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David Ehrlich, Esq.
Fross Zelnick Lehrman & Zissu, P.C.
866 United Nations Plaza

New York, NY 10017 » w
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AMENDED SPECIFICATION

e Ll

Reprinted as amended in accordance with the Order of the High Court, dated the twenty-

fifth day of November 1949, under Section 22 of the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 to 1946

PATENT SPECIFICATION

529,580

Application Date: April 17,4939.  No. 11577 /39.
Complete Specification Left : April 17, 1940,

Complete Specification Accepted: Nov. 25, 1940. .

PROVISIONAIL: SPECIFICATION

Improvements in Toy Building Blocks -

.. I, Harry Fisuer Pacs, o British sub-
ject, of 30, Warham Road, Croydon,
Surrey, do hereby declare the nature of

" this invention to be as follows: —

This invention relates to toy building
blocks and like constructional elements
and. has for its object to improve the
interlocking between the.assembled blocks
and the stability of the built-up structure.

10 Broadly, the present invention com-

15

Prises a building block or like element
characterised in that it is provided on the
exterior of at least ome face, with a
plurality of bosses or similar projections
symmetrically disposed and adapted to be
inserted within one or more comple-
mentary recesses formed in the face of a
Juxtaposed block so that said bosses
engage therein and prevent lateral move-

~ 20 ment.

Y

According to u preferred embodiment

of the invention, the building block is

of hollow cubical form, having one face
thereof open while on. the exterior of that

25 face opposite said.open face, there are

provided - a plurality of symmetrically
disposed Dosses, for esample four in
number. These bosses are, for example,
~each situated centrally within a square

30 quarter section of the cube face, so as to .

engage within the inner surfaces of the
lateral walls of a superimposed block and
prevent lateral movement thereof, the
lateral faces of said blocks being parallel
and co-planar.

35
A substantial advantage of these build-

ing elements lies in that, by reason of the
symmetrical positioning of the bosses and
corresponding recesses, said elements may
be arranged in staggered or offset rela.
tion,

In modified forms, the building ele-
ments may be of cylindrical or of other
suitable symmetrical shape while the
bosses and their corresponding recesses or
apertures may be of round, square or
other cross section so as to prevent rota-
tion or lateral movement thereof. Further,
the elements may be solid save only for

40

45

the necessary recesses so as to increase 50

their strength and weight,
Dated this 17th day of April, 1939.

KINGS PATENT AGENCY IIMITED, .

By B. T. Kme,
. Director.
- Registered Patent Agent,
146a, Queen Victoria, Street,
) London, BE.C.4,
Agents for Applicant,

COMPLETE SPECIFICATION

Improvements in Toy Building Blocks

I, Harry Fismer PacE, a British sub-
ject, of 30, Warham Road, Croydon,
Surrey, do hereby declare the nature of

86 this invention and in what manner the

same is to be performed, to be particu-
larly described and ascertained in and by
the following statement:— -

This invention relates to toy build-in%
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Lo

blocks and has for its object to provide

blocks of improved construction which
can be built up and dismantled easily
thus providing blocks particularly suit-

5 able for young children. The invention

10

T

seeks primarily to provide blocks which
can be built up in a single column or
which can be arranged in staggered or
offset relation.

According to this invention there is
provided a toy building block or like
element of hollow form with a plurality

~.of hosses or like projections on the face

opposi:~ the open face, the said Dbosses

15 heing disposed so us to engage within the

inner surface of the lateral walls of a
superimposed block aud prevent lateral
movement, characterised in that the
bosses are disposed so that the elements

20 may be arranged in staggered or offset

relation.

Many forms of toy building blocks are
known having projections from one face
and corresponding recesses in the opposite
face, the said blocks being of solid form
with the projections on the one block

arrauged to fit into the recesses in the

" face of a juxtaposed block.

30

35

40

_45,811bstance or ,",Ot]ler ,,plasflic,:, ""Oﬂe’ ,face,,,,z,,,,

T ally disposed~on the said face 3.

50

99

In order that a clear understanding of
the invention can be obtained, reference
will now be made to the accompanying
sheet of drawings which illustrate a pre-
ferred - comstruction of block., In the
dr%wings:-— 12

figures 1 an
of the block,

Figure 8 1s a plan view thereof.

Figure 4 is a section on the line 4—i
of Fig. 8, and

Figure 5 illustrates one method of
building.

Referring to the drawings, the block 1
is of hollow cubical form and is conveni-
ently moulded from a synthetic resinous

are perspective views

of the block is open and projecting from
the guter surface of the opposite face 3
are four bosses 4, which are symmetric-
The
disposition of the projecting bosses is
such that the inuer surface of the lateral
walls of a superimposed block will con-
tact tangentially as shown in Figures 3
and 5 thus preventing any substantial
lateral movement, whilst enabling the
blocks to be built up and dismantled
easily.

Referring to Fig. 5, four blocks are
shown arranged in square formation with
a block 1a superimposed so that the inner
surfaces of the lateral walls contact one
boss of each block, holding the four
blocks together. It will be understood
however that a hlock may be super-
imposed directly upon another block, or
may be arranged to lock together two
blocks by engaging pairs of adjacent
bosses.  Tfurther, three blocks may be
locked together by arranging same with
one staggered with respect to the other
two the superimposed block fitting over
a pair of bosses on the staggered block
and one adjacent boss of each other block,

In modified forms of the invention, the
building elements may be of cylindrical
or other suitable symmetrical shape
- whilst the hosses and their corresponding
recesses or apertures may . be of round,
'square or other cross-section so as to

t'prevent rotation or lateral movement
thereof.

“} Having now particularly deseribed and

yascertained the nature of my said inven-

 tion and in what manner the same is to
be performed, I declare that what I
claim is:—

1. A toy building block or like element
of hollow form with a plurality of bosses
or like projections on the face opposite
the open face, the said bosses being dis-
posed so as to engage within the immer
surfaces of the lateral walls of g BUpPer-
1mposed block and so prevent lateral
movement, characterised in that the
bosses are disposed so that the elements
may be arranged in staggered or offset
relation. :

2. A toy building block or like element
as claimed in Claim 1, characterised in
that the block is of hollow cubical form,
and four bosses are provided each situated

within 4 square quarter section of the
cube face.
3. A toy building block or like element

60 B =

6 =<

70 :
75
80
86
90
95

100

substantially as herein described with 105

reference to the accompanying drawings.
Dated this 17th day of April, 1940.

KINGS PATENT AGENCY LIMITED,

By B. T. Ke, A.I.Mech.E.,

Director.
Registered Patent Agent,
146a, Queen Victoria Street,
London, E.C.4,
Agents for Applicant,

Leamington Spa: Printed for His Majesty’s

Pub];'shed 2t The Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings,
by post 2s, 1d. may be obisined.

copies, price 2s. per copy 3

Stationery Ofﬁce,. by the Courier Press.—1951.
London, W.C.2, from which
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 PATENT SPECIFICATION

1, Hamry YisEer PAGE, a British
Subject, of 66, Barkston Gardens,
Kensington, London, S.W.5, do hereby
declare the nature of this invention and

p in what manner the same is to_be per:
formed, to be particularly described and

ascertained in and by the following

statement ;—
This invention relates to oy building
10 blocks and consists in an improvement in
or modification of the inventionr claimed
in the Specification of my prior Patent.
No. 529,680.

According to my said prior Specifica-

15 tion there is provided a toy building
block or like element of hollow form with
a plurality of bosses or like projections on
the face opposite the open face, the said
bosses being disposed so as to engage
90 within the inner surfaces of the lateral

walls of a superimposed block and pre-.

vent lateral movement. The block
particularly described by way of example
in my said prior Specification is of eubi-
25 cal form and has four bosses, each boss
being situated within a square quarter

section of the cube face, the bosses being -

disposed approximately at the corners of

an imaginary square to meet the four
30 sides of such square. "

The present invention aims at provid-

ing a toy building block or like -element

having the aforesaid manner of interlock

of upper and lower blocks but which is of

35 greater length than width and has a

correspondingly greater number of bosses -

» lengthwise than crosswise, thus providing
for interlock of anupperand lower block

by at least four bosses and ™ at. the same -

40 time presenting at least two additional
bosses for locking engagement in-the
cavity of a third block. . :

According to this -invention, a toy
building block or like element comprises
4B 2 hollow, elongated, parallel-sided bedy,
the cavity therein being open at one face

of the block and having a configuration
corresponding to the external configura-
tion of -the said block face, fwo longi-
50.tudinal rows of bosses provided and sym-
metrically disposed on the face ppposite
the opeii~face, there being more than two
bosses in each Tow in correspondence

Application Date: Dec. 7, 1944,
(Patent of addition to No. 529,580 dated April | 7,1939.)

- 587206

No. 24492 /44.

Complete Specification Accepted: April 17, 1947.

COMPLETE SPECIFICATION
Improvements in Toy Building Blocks

with the length of the block, the said
bosses of the two rows being arranged in b8
transveise pairs and the overall dimen-
sion over each pair closely approximating
to the width of the cavity in the block
so that when the bosses engage into the
cavity in one or more superimposed 60
identical blocks to effect interlock, rela-.
tive lateral displacement of the blocks
will be prevented. .

Two blocks interlocked by the use -of
four bosses can be arranged either in the 60

-same plane or else disposed at right

anglés to one another, each block extend-
ing from the zone of engagement to pro-
vide for boss-and-cavity engagement
with other blocks. Thus corner and T- 70
joints can be built, and in the case of a
simple wall the elongated form of the
block enables conventional bonding of
bricks to be simulated and realistic
effects to be obtained. Further, by 76
reason, of their appreciable length, .
certain blocks can be caused to overhang
window, doorway and like openings in
the built-up toy structure and there will

be mo risk of collapse due to the interlock 80
engagement of said blocks with adjacent
‘blocks under the weight imposed from
ahove,

A preferred form of toy building block
according to the invention, and examples 85
of the manner of using same, are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings,
wherein : — ’ -

Figure 1 is a perspective upper -view of

the block; 90—

Figure 2 is 2 perspective. underneath
view; - - . - -

Figure 3 is a cross section;

Figure 4 is an inverted plan;

Figure 5 is a part-sectional elevation 86
showing interengaged blocks of twa courses;

Figure 6 is a part-sectional plan of a
wall corner formed from the blocks; .

Figure 7 is a part-sectional plan of a
T-joint formed from the blocks; and . 100

Figure 8 is an elevation ¢f a wall built.
from_ the blocks. and having a window
opening. - o , .

The bleck illustrated comprises a rect-
angular hollow body 10 having a length 105

- which is double ifs width, The cavity 11 .
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within the block is open to the bottom of
* same and has a configuration correspond.
ing to the external rectangular form of
the block, the lafter having a relatively

~B thin _continuous wall. On its upper face

the block is formed integrally with two
longitudinal rows of bosses 12 which may
be circular as shown or of other suitable

shape. The bosses 12 are.symmetrically -

10 disposed as shown -and are uniformly
spaced both longitudinally and trans-
versely on_the block. There are four

22 bosses in _each longitudinal row, those of

one row being transversely aligned with -

1B those of the other row to provide a num-
ber of pairs.

The overall Wldﬂl across each, pair of

* bosses 12 closely approximates to - the
width of the cavity 11 so that when said

20 bosses engags info the cavity 11 in one

or more superimposed identical-blocks,
. relative lateral displacement of the blocks
- will be prevented.  The overall lenfth of

each._longitudinal rotv_of bosses likewise-

25 closely approximates. to the length of the
cavity 11. ST

Figure b illustrates how a model wall

can be built up to give a half-bond effect

of a brick wall, the cavity of each:block

80 (except those in the lowest course) enfrag-

ing over four bosses of one block and

four bosses of the block next thereto to

- provide interlock. Or the cavity of a .b

block may engage over. six bosses of a
85 lower block -and fwo bosses of the Block
next thereto in providing a differently
staggered-bond. -~ . . S
‘Figure 6 shows how a block .1z can

serve.to conneet blocks 105, 10¢ meeting .

40 one another at right angles to form a
corner, four of the bosses of block I0a
being- engaged into the cavity of block
106 "and “the other four being engaged
into the cavity in block 10c, the latter

4bin furn providing locking engagement
for block 104.

_Figure .7 shows how a blucl;—i.()e ean-

-, engage over two pairs of bosses provided
on_blocks 10f and 10g rvespectively, and

50 will serve to lock same” together as well

as providing locldng engagement for a
block 104 in forming a T-joint. ‘
- . Thé disposition of the bosses on the
~ block.is snch that in-building any of the
56 wall structures above déscribed, a block
will drop {freely over the bosses of the
lower blocks, such bosses reaching inti-

mately close to the ‘side or end walls of -

the. upper blosks so as to prevent relative

80 displacing movement in_eithier a longi-
tudindl or a Transverse direction.

In Figure 8 it is shown how-two blocks

7 107 and 10% can be caused to overhang

a- window opening:: 13.: Due fo the -

65 elongated form of the blocks an opening

of appreciable size can be formed, the
blocks at the same time having their
remaining end portions interlocked with

-the. upper and lower courses and being

supported by the weight imposed from 76
above on such end portions. As showu,
the blocks according to this invention can™
be used in conjunction with blocks of
other. shapes provided according to the
Specification of my Patent No. 929,580. Tb
The present invention also contem-
plates the provision of blocks having
three, or more than four, bosses in. each
longitudinal row, _ T :
Having now particularly described and 80
ascertained the nature of my said inven-
tion and in what manner the same is to
be performed, T declare” that what I
claim ig:— T
1. A toy building block or like eiement 85
constituting an improvement in or modi-
fication of tlie invention claimed in the
Specification of my prior Patent No.
529,580 and which comprises a hollow,
elongated, parallel-sided body, the cavity 90
therein being open at one face of the
block and having a configuration corre.
sponding to the external configuration of
the said block face, two longitudinal
rows of bosses provided and symmetric- 95
ally disposed on the face opposite the
open. face, there being more than two
bosses in each row in correspondence with
the length of the block, the said bosses of
the two rows being arranged in trans- 100
verse pairs and the overall dimension
over each pair closely approximating to
the width ‘of the cavity in the block so
that when the bosses engage into the
cavity or cavities in one- op more super- 105
imposed identical blocks to  effect inter-
lock, relative lateral displacement of the
blocks will be prevented. o
2. A toy building bloek or like élement
according to Claim 1, in whick all of the 110
bosses are uniformly spaced apart in both
longitudinal "and “transverse directions
and the length of the cavity approxi-
mates to the overall letigth over each
longitudinal-xow, = - 116
3--A-réctangular toy building block or
like element according to Claims 1 snd
2, having four hosses in each longitudinal
row, the block having a lemgth which is
double its widih. 120
4. A toy building block constructed as
herein described with reference to the
accompanying drawings.
Dated the 7th day of December, 1944,
KINGS PATENT AGENCY LIMITED,
. By R. Hywter, Secretary, -
» Regisfer_ed Patent; Agents, -
1464, Queen -Victoria™ Street,”
. London, B.C.4,
Agents for the Applicant.. .

Leamington Spa: Printed for His Majesty’s Stationery Office, by the Courter Press.—1947, Published at
o The Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2, from which copieg,
price 1s. 0d. each (inland) 1s. 1d. {abroad) may be obtained,
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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION,
Improvements in Toy Building Blocks.

I, Harry Fisuer PacE, a British subject
of 66, Barkston Gardens, Kensington,
London, 8.W.5, do hereby declare the
nature of this invention and in what manner
the same is to be performed to be particu-
larly described and ascertained in and by
the following statement:—

This invention has reference to toy build-
ing blocks of the type in which the upper
surface of a block is formed with projec-
tions, the construction of the block being
such that & superimposed block can engage
on & block or blocks beneath.

My prior Patent No. 529580 describes and
claims a building block of hollow form with
bosses or like projections oh the face
opposite the open face and disposed so as to
engage within the inner surfaces of the
lateral walls of a superimposed block and
prevent lateral movement. My prior Patent
No. 587206 a Patent of Addition to Patent
No. 529580, concerns a block or like element
having the aforesaid manner of interlock of
upper and lower blocks but which is of
greater length -than width and hag & corres-
pondingly greater number of bosses length-
wise than crosswise, thus providing for inter-

lock of an upper and lower block by at least -

four bosses, and at the same time presenting
at least two additionel bosses for locking
engagement in the cavity of a third block.

slot through & lateral wall of the block.
The blocks are preferably of square form

in plan, or they may be of & length twice

their width, so as to represent half bricks

and bricks respectively. In thess cases it is -

preferred to provide one slot through each
wall of & pair of opposite wall faces, which
in the case of the oblong blocks, are the end
faces.

The above described arrangement, enables
structures to be built up with a vertical glot
which can receive the thin sheets aforessid.
Further, the blocks will have a degree of
regiliency, so that when a block is mounted
ont another block, there will be a slight open-
ing ou$ due to the slots, and the inherent
resilience of the blocks will tend to close
the blocks, thus ensuring a firm fit.

633,055

No. 16133/45.

66

In order that & clear understanding of the

various forms of the invention may be
obtained reference will now be made to the

" accompanying drawings which illustrate pre-
ferred consfructions. In the drawings:—

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one form of
block constructed in accordance with the

invention, . ;
Fig. 2 is & plan view of another form of
block,

70

78

Fig. 8 is an undernesth plan view of the

block illustrated in Fig. 2,

Fig. 4 is an_snlarged fragmentary plen .

The primary objéct of the present inven-

tion is to provide an improved form of build-
ing block which érsbles % built up column
or gtrueture to support vertical sheets or like
thin members which may represent
windows, doors, or the like. A further
object is to provide a construction in which
the blocks will interlock firmly.

According to this invention, a toy building
block of the type set forth is provided, said
block comprising & hollow thin walled body
with projections or bosses on the face oppo-
site the open face, and disposed so as to be
capable of engagement within the inner sur-
faces of the lateral walls of a superimposed
block, with at least one vertical (i.e. af a
right angle to the upper and open faces)

view showing the slotting of the blocks.
- Fig. b is an underneath plan view of the

‘block illustrated in Fig 1,

Fig. 6 is a
block,

Fig. 7 is o similar view of a further form,

Fig. 8 is & front view of a double gate to

plan view of snother form of

"be built into 8 wall constructed from the

blocks,

Fig. 9 is an elevation of a wall built from
the blocks and with a door in position and

Fig. 10 is an elevation of a clock tower
built from the blocks,

Fig. 11 is an end view of the bricks at one
side of the opening showing the alignment
of the slots.

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of another

- 08
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transverse peair will be provided. This will
allow for the face of a brick which projects
from & column or the like, for example, the
bricks 10¢ in Fig. 10, to be plain thereby
§ enhancing the sppesrance of the finished
gtructure. Also, bricks may be provided
for use as an upper course of a wall or the
like having no projections, these bricks how-
ever bonding on the bosses of underneath

10 bricks.

A furthér form of brick for the top course
of & wall or the like having s ridgs like upper
surface also may be provided, as shown in
Rig. 12. :

16 Having now particularly described snd
agcertained the nature of my said invention
and in what manner the same is to be per-
formed I declare that what I claim is:—

1. A toy building block of the fype seb

90 forth, comprising a hollow thin walled body
with projections or bosses on the face oppo-
gite the open face snd disposed so ss to be
capable of engagement within the inner sur-
faces of the Iateral walls of a superimposed

96 block, with &t least one vertical slob through
o lateral wall of the block.

2. A toy building blgck or like element
as claimed in Claim 1 wherein two sloty are
provided through opposite wall faces and

80 centrally of each face.

3. A toy building block or like element
as claimed in-Claim 2, characterised in theb
the block is square in plan and four bosses
are provided gach situated within & squsre

85 quarber section of the cube face.

4. A toy building block ss claimed in

Olaim 1 or 2, whersin the block hag a.length—= "

which is double its width and the bosses-8re
arranged in fwo longitudinal rows jn; trans-
40 verse pairs and with four-bosses in-each row
and the said bosses uniformly spaced, with
s central vertical slot in each transverse
or end wall.

5. A toy building block as claimed in any
of the preceding Claims, characterised in 45
that the: overall dimension over each trans-
verse pair of projections is at least equal o
the width of the cavity in the block

6. A toy building block as claimed.- in
Claim 1 said block comprising & hollow body 60
of quadrsntal shaps, with three bosses or
like projections on the face opposite the open
face the said bosses being disposed one near
the junction of the two straight lateral walls
and éne nesr each end of each latersl wall 88
go as to engage within the inner surfaces of

- the lateral walls of & similar superimposed

block.

7. A toy building block or like element
ag claimed in Claim 6, and having ab least 60
one vertical glot through one or both straight
latieral walls. : )

8. A toy building block or like elerent
as oleimed in Claim 1 or 2, whenein the brick
ig of -elongated form and has one longitudinal @5
lateral wall face equal to twice the length of
its transverse wall face, the end opposibe
the said transverse face being of arcuste
ghape, the radius of the are equalling the

width of the block so that thé arcuate lateral J0 .

wall portion extends from & corner of - the
block and meets the opposite longitudinal
laterel wall face téngentially.

9. Toy building blocks gubstantially as |,

herein described with reference %o the 7B

accompanying drawings.

Date&’fﬁii;'.‘zvg;;h day of June, 1945.
KING’'S PATENT AGENCY LIMITED.

By
B. T. XING, AXMech.E.,
Director.
Registered Patent Agent,
146a, Queen Victoria Street,
Tondon, B.C4.
Agentg for the Applicant.

" printed for ELOT. Stationery Office by the Redditch Indicator 0., Ltd., Redditch, Code 562428840,
Published e the Patent Omﬁekﬂﬁ, Southampton Buildings; Tondon, W03, from which soples, pricd 23, 03, each
- " {inland), 39, 14, {abroad) meY, bo ohiaized.
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ATENTAMT

HRIFT 1076007
C16622.X1/778

prisge  AST 1

S ‘Bauelement fiir Bauspielzeuge
Dl.c Erfindung bezmht smh auf ein Bauelement-£ir - AUSISIERLIIESRUAD g
o - - : o C . a-.:, . m’ Lo ':'

aufgeba.ut.
In entsp:echender We

sieh in unfacher We

konstruktionen von v
gchiedlichem: Aussehen. 21
‘neuten Benuuung 'm anderen ¥

tcnarhgc Vorsprunge b
Unterseite ‘als auch auf

dung von: zusitzlichen

in welche die plattenartig
greifen und sich- gegen

Hohlstexne legen. "

an der gegenu ‘rh'
versehen xst, daB bei

ciner gewolbtm,
sten Stiftes gidfer
den’ Mitten der Stift
wird. durch nach ‘unten
elementes und eutsp
barten Ba.uelcmentr;s die
hilfenghme der gewdibte:
sich ‘beitn Einsetzen eines
étwas verformen:

Deés weitéren isk ein Bankzste fej
bekaziit, der auf der cinen
Reikie: von Vorsprungm aufweist, o
unten offene Kasten mit drex:-durd:gehenden: Nuten  ‘von zwei Nachba

Page 1/9




3 ;
einer Klemmwirkung zwischen den Kupplungsorganen’
auf der AuBenseite der Bodenfliche des Elementes und
den inneren Seitenflichen eines entsprechenden Nach-
barelementes. Infolgedessen ist die Wandstarke der

Seiten- und Endwinde des Hohlkdrpers von entschei~=

dender Bedeutung, weshalb bei der Herstellung der-
artiger Bauelémente eirie auflerordentlich grofe Pri~

zision erfordeslich ist, da schon sehr Kleine Auderun--
geni. der Wandstirke zu Ungenamgkmtm fithren, die.f

das Zusammenkuppeln von zwei Nachbarelementen
duarch Festklemmen der Winde des eihen Elementeés:

gegen die Kupplungsorgane des anderen Elementes.

erschwcren odez unmoglich machen.
TIn praxi werden die Seiten- und Endwinde des:
Hohlk6ipers wahrend des Hmercssens des Kunst-:.

stoffes zwischen zwel Formteilen einem. Oberteil und.

einem Unterteil gebildet, so da8 kleinste seitliche Ver- -
schiebungen des einen Formteils im Verhiltnis zwm:
anderen Formteil Ungenauigkeiten in der Wandstirk
-und somit die sich hieraua ergebenden cbengenannten
Nachteile mit sich bringen. '
‘Der -Hauptzwecek der Edfindung besteht darin, ‘bel:
einem Spielzeugbauelement der zuletzt gekennzeich-
netent: Art, dessen eine Wandung an einer S ..
'Kupplungsorganm in:der Form von paarweise neben-:
einanderliegenden vorzugsweise zylindrischen Zapfen
(anarzapfen) versehen ist, die Klemmvcrbmdung
mit einem benachbarten Bauelement
insoweit zu verbessem, als unter: W’ahmng ‘des Vor=
teiles der leichten Trennbarkeit der einzeluen Bau-
elemente voneinander die Klemmverbindun WlSChEﬂ
den einzelnen Banelementen: verbessert :
Ein weiterer Zweck der Erfindw
Dbei Bauelementen: der vurgekwnze e
“Variationsmoglichkeiten in der Herstellung
werken 'zt eshOhea, wo' bexkpmlswexs'e die Mdglich
.gegeben ist, weniger #ls vier der Primirza) ﬂfenj 4 .
cinen Seite fiir eine Klemmverbindung mit einern an-
deéren Bauelement zu schaffen, .
Démpema8 bezieht sich die Erfindung auf ein B
element fiir Bauspielzeuge, dessen. eine Wand an eiter
Seite mit Kupplungsorganen in der Form von
weise nebeneinanderliegenden, VOTZUZsW
schien: Zapfen (Primimpfen) versehen ist;
yier Zapfen ‘an jeder Ecke eines: Quadra‘
sind, und mit an der anderen Seite
Sekundarzapfen, wobel ganaﬁ der E
Sekundirzapfen zwischen die Primirzaph
nachbarten Bauelementes klermend passen.

smtxgan Stclltmgm a.usschheahch by Samm

wirken der Kupplungsorgane ohne Eingriff mit nnd
ren Flichen zusammenkuppeln lassen: .
Em solches Bauelement, das im Prmzxp somét 4ns

nuttels emes einzxgeu Formtcxlcs beim P
den Vorspriingen entsprechenden Vertie (-l
formt werden, so daf dle sich durch eventuelle gege
seitige Verschiebungen der Formitelle ergebenden Un-
Agenauigkexten belanglos sind.

‘Es st somit prinzipiell nicht erforderlich, das er
findungsgemiBe Bauelement mit Seiten- oder End-

*wa.nden zu versehen. Es besteht- jed‘och durchaus die .

Moglichkeit, eine oder mehrere in einem Stiick mit
dem Plattenelement ausgebildete Winde der genann-
ten Art yorzusehen, tum beispielsweise die Kupplungs-
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5 organe abzidecken, wenn die Elemente zum Aufbay -

einer Konstruktion dienen, bet der die einzelnen Ele-
mente Bausteine darstellen sollen. Bei solchen Ele-
menten brauchen die Seiten- oder Endwinde keime

& techinische Fimktion zu habeg, da die Elemente allein

mit Hilfe der Kupplungsorgane zusammengekuppelt
werden konneti, so dal eventuelle Variationen hin-

_gichtlich der Wandstirke keine Schwierigkeiten be-
- geiten.
Diese zwischen die Primirzapfen einés bepach-

barten Bauelementes klemmend passenden Selamdae-

‘zapfen konnen gemifl der Erfindung verschiedenartig
.‘ausgebildet sein. Nach eiper Aunsfihrungsform der Eg¢~
- findung Ydpnen die Sekundirzapfen zylindrisch aus-

15 gebildet: sein.

Nach einer weiteren Au.sfuhrungsfotm kbnnen sie
Kreuvzform haben, wobdi sle an ihren Aulfenfiichen
eine dem Umfang der Primirzapfen entspre;-hende
enproﬁhemng aufwelisen.
~Auch kbonen: nach ‘einer -weiteren Ausfilitangs-
form: die Sekundirzapfen’ pnsmatisclmn Querschioitt
it Konkaviichen haben, die mit den AuBenfiichen
e Primirzapfen eines benachbarten Bauelementes in
erithrung treten.
Zur Erhohung der - Elastizitit - der = Sekundir-
pien konnen sic mit: Schlitzen naw. versehen oder
s. Ho it ,Schhtzm -ausgebildet sein.
evorzugte ’,quuhmngsfonn dcr

rungsform ‘der Erﬁn-
igen eines solchen Hohl-
it Klemmnod«.n zunt. Eingriff
en #ines benachbarten Bau-

von zwe: derartigen Ban---
[ urch: Einklemmen: der:
lementes pwischen (den.
Elemnentes  oder dm'c.h
. irzepfen deg einen -
i cmentes xmt dcn Sektmdarzapfm des anderen

iti res I efla ';z-mschen den budcn zu- v

desgen Durchmesser dem. Durchmessm' der anar-
pfen entspricht.

ei der Verwemling eines: solchen Kupplungs- -
clementes ergeben tere: Kombinationsmoglichs

g0 Keiten; da sich zwei Nachbarelements dadurch zn-




5 o 8 -

sammenkuppeln lassen, def das Kupplungselement Fig. 12 und 13 zwei in verschisdenen Stellumgen
derast in die Sekunddrzapfen eingefiihrt wird, daB _zusammengekuppelte Bauelemente, vou oben. gesehen,
diese in Verlingerung voneinander zu liegen kommen,  Fig. 14 in perspektivischer Darstellung eine abge-
wobei die Primirzapfen der beiden zusamwmenge-  dnderte Ausfihrungsform des in Fig. 11 gezeigten
kuppelten Banelemente an entgegengesetzten Seiten 5 Bauelementes,
des kombinierten Bauelementes zu liegen kommen. Fig. 15 zwei .zusammengefiigte Bacelemente der
~ Ein entsprechendes Zusammenkuppeln der Nach- Fig.4 und 11, :
harelemente, die entweder nach der vorliegenden Ex= - Fig. 1 gnd 2 zeigen ein Spielzeugbanelement in
findung mit Primirzapfea wod Sekundirzapfen oder Form ¢ineg ka tenformigen HohlkOrpets, dessen
in bekannter Weise,.d.h. als Yastenformiger Hohl- 10 Endwinde mit 1 und dessen Seitenwinde mit 2 be-
korper mit Zufleren Primdrzapfen ausgebildet sein Aok aind  Die obere oder die Bodenfliche des
kbnnen, 138t sich mittels einer ‘besonderen Ausfih- upd die durch die Endftichen der
rungsform des erfindungsgemaBen Bauelementes be- de bestimmte Ebene mit 4 be-
werkstelligen, die dadurch gekennzeichnet ist, dab die Benseite der Bodenfliche 3 hat.
Primirzapfen und Sekundirzapfen identisch und in 1 sorgane in Form, zylindnischer
Verlingerang voneinander angeordnet sind, wi dies 1 5, durch die sich das Element.
in Verbinduog mit den in der Zeichnung dargestellten. ement zusammendiigen 1iBt, wo-
Austihrongsformen des  ecfindungsgemifien  Beu § mit den inneren Seiten- und
' hbarelementes in Eingr i gebracht”
emente sind bereits bekannt,

- Hobl sind Klemmorgane in der

5

‘elementes niber edldutert werden wird.
Wihreod zwel Nachbarelemente bekannter -

5 eines Nachbarelementes ausgebildet.
‘Klempiorgane aus vom Boden 3 des
i enden Sekundirzapfen 6, die.
Rohren ‘haben.
argestelite ‘Bauelement ist

Endwinden dieses Hohlraumes ie
beruht die fir die Erfindung chs
nische Wirkung bei dieser Ausfihru
Zusammenwirken der duBeren .
argan¢n im Hollraum des El
gobiklet sind, ¥aB belm Zus:
Tfemente in mehreren verschieden
elastische Spannungen auftreten, wobel ges

Wean auch nach den vorstehenden Darlegung:
die Avebildung des exfndungogemiBion Baueleinen
picht aunf einen kastenfOrmigen Hohl
SuBeren Primirzapfen auf der Bodenfliche
pers. beschrinkt ist, 80 wird aie Erfindung
stehend zunichst doch unter Hinweis auf
nung in Verbindung mit werschiedenen Ax
formen dieser Art beispielsweise besch ’
praktisch wohl die. ineigtea. ) Terwendungsmogli
keiten geben. In der Zeichuung it T
ﬁFk;i(ﬁ&iﬂﬁuﬁﬂi'ph#é&mafkmdtkﬂ"*
Hohlraum erfindungsgemife Klemmor
Torm vor Primirzapfen und Sela
P¥g. 2 ein Schaitt nach der Lini
‘Fig.3 die gleiche Ausithrungaform in
tivischer Darstellung, NS
Tig. 4 eine haliche Ausfilhrungsform ud
Klemmosganen in der Formm von Sekundarza,
. Fig. 5 dle in Fig. 3 gezeigte Ausfnhr
geschlitzten Klemmorganen, von anten .
Fig. 6 -eine abgeanderte: . ;
Fig.3 gezeigten Bauelemen
kreuzformigen Klemmorganen, N
.Fig. 7 und 8 abgeinderte Austiihrungeformen des -
in Fig. 5 geseigten Bovelementes,
" Fig. 9 zwel zusammengekuppelte Bauclemente der
in Fig. 3 gezeigten Art, dle in seitlicher Richtung.
gegencinander verseizt Bind, o~
Fig. 10 eine sbgeinderte Ausfilhrungsform eines
Bayelementes mit quadrati cher Bodenfliche und einer
durchgehienden Offnung ; der Mitte der Bodenflach dgte 3
Fig. 11l ¢in erﬁndungsgem&ﬁéazplaﬂmiarmigesv"ﬁaﬁa-'v chuend, b ds

clement in perspektivischer Darstellung,

hikdrpers ist. Der Abstand

3gt 2d. Hieraus ergibt

,; Zapfen 5 bei einem

edt durch den Modut o und die
definiert lst, wobed
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Hierdurch ist der DurchmesserDﬁ der Selcundir-  stindlich auch in Verbindung mit jeder der’in Fig. 3,
zapfm 6 eindeutig durch den Modul ¢ und die Wend- 4 und 5 gezeigten Ausfihrungsformen verwenden
dicke b’ definiert, wobei 138t, ercadglicht ela einfaches Zusammenkuppeln des
Bﬂ.uelementes mit rohr- ader stabi6rmigen Elementen,

D6 ,_122":'_14',*_ 24. & die in einen Kupphmgszapfen auslaufen, dessen

AuBendurchmesser dem Durchmesser des Loches 8
entspricht. Jm Hinblick auf diese Kupplungsmaglich-
Fig.3 bis 7 zeigen verschiedene Variantén der  keit kann der Innendurchmesser der rohrf6rmigen.
Sclumduzapfcn, die entweder wie nach Fig. 3, 4 Sekundirzapfen 6 dem AuBendorchmesser der Pri- -
und 5 rohrformig sind oder nach Fig: 6 und 7 andere 1o mdrzapfen 8. entsprechen.
Querschaittsformen haben kiunen. Bei allen: diesen Die rohridrmigen Sckundirzapfen 6 kdonen dm
Ausfiihringsformen sind die Selmndirzapfen, die in  -{brigen auf der anderen Seite: des Bodens des Hohl-
FigSmndéxthundexgénnd7uﬂ 1 bew. rpérsfortgmetztsdnundaufdxwerSeibememam
62 bezeichnet sind, derart bemessen umd innen oy der ‘Hohe der Prinidrzapfen entsprechenden Abstand:
Hahlraum angwrdnet, daf. aie xmt ihrer auBerm As: vursbehm.
it : Bei den in der Zeichnung dargestellten Ausfith-
du' anarzapfmﬁbemhrm oder umschheﬂen sformien dea erfindungsgemiBen Bauelementes
58 je je Sekundirzapfen 6 zylindrisch und rohrfotmig
gebildet. Diese Za fen konnen selbstverstindlich
auch ‘massiv sein oder konische Form haben.
‘Bei den-voratehend beschriebenen Ausii =
tmen sind die Klanmorgave 6, 61; ~62 mit dem
en 3 des Hohlldrpers in einem Stud: ausgebildet.
52 Au.smhmng'sformz'ergibt in praxi Mnsichtlich
Chlia ppelns identischer oder verschiedener
- ul:bager gegenseitiger Lage

wirkung der Sekundirza
diaemdermFxg‘.S und 7 gzzugtenWeisem
schlitzt “sein. Dlese ‘Sehlitze smd i1

Die Linge der in Fig.3 bis 7 gezcigten inneren
Klemmorganeﬁ 61 62 kaon erﬁndrmg el de:

bglich, Klemmorg:me zZu~

1 T des Hohlkdrpers auszy~

deq, . “die. anc'h - Tellwande ausgebildet sein
Srinen; Dxe Fig 8 zeipt. eiu 3 .Ausfﬁhmngsform deg-
I Bet der Ausful ,.’ﬁ_[ﬂgsfozm der

e.rrexdtt. daf die. Klemmorg
biger gegensmﬁge: Stellung
figten Elemente als Sp
Zapfen § eines Nachbarelen
auberdem 2l thtzkn:pcr

4 Fig. 8 ist die Dicke:
was _grofier bemessen als
"formm. dcr&rt, daB die:-

tte des kretsnmden Quer-
-entspricht.

e Bavelement besteht aus
einen Seite acht Primir-
en Seite drei rohrformige
eist. Die Sekundirzapfen sind
det Grundkrels jedes Sekuns:
on je vier Primirzapfen-
hlraum, im Inncten dgr

hebxg versem: mmmdct
solchc .Anwmdtmgsmcglu:hk

Die’ Verwendmtg der Klem
der Brfindung ermoglicht n
kuppeln von zwei identisch
und B in dez in Fig. 13 gezeigt
auBendem dea wesentlichen Vo
/mchtecktges ioder quadratisch
mneten Kleanmorganen sxch :

e anmapfm #: Der
eq der Sekundar;apfm

P ,giarzapfen des  einen. Ele-
i fm -des andmen Elemmtes-

kuppcln Iaﬂt. : Q
Ein Sta;zdaxde!emmt der’ in.

formigm Elment und in
geordnetea Kupplungszap
-Ein erfudungsgemibes eme
derart ansgebildet sein, dal die roh
fm&anLochSnnBodenSda Hohlkdrpers:.
xmt gleichem Durchmesser wie der Innendurdnnesser ide chen geln, 4 z q
des Robres umschlieBen, wie dies in Fig. 10 darge- was kleiner-als d:eLﬁnge dex Sekundampfen:fst.
atellt ist D;ese Ausfihrungsform, die sich selbstver= 70 Gamit’ Zwischerniteile eingesetzt werden konnen.,
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Bauelemente mit Seitenwinden -und : Sekundar-
zapfen konnen auch dadurch zussmmengekuppelt -
werden, «a8 in die Hohlriume der Selaum plen
Kupplungszapfen in Form zylindrischer Zapfen ein-
g@fﬁhgtvnuxhuhiku:nllgydun&mef{kﬂnljﬁﬁﬂnﬂﬂﬁef
der Primirzapfen entspricht —

Des erfindungsgemife Batelement kann fm Sbrigen
auch in enderer Welse, als vorstehend beschisieben,

¢ uach Anspruch 1, dadusch ge-
dcrgﬁ die Sekundirzapfen

23

“Hohlbauelementes

BTG L E
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) [N THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
In the Matter of:
Kirkbi AG ,
- - Sully Shih
Serial No: 75/281464 ‘Examining Attomey
‘ , Law Office 106
Filed: April 25,1997 L
Mark: Miscellanedus Design
Our Ref: EGO97/03765 .
| §
The undersigned declares as TolIOWS:
1. Iam an officer of Applicant and am authotized to execute this paper on behalf of
Applicant. » 7 .

2, Applicar
connectionwith the
includinig U.S. Reg:
for "toy building bl
construction of toy"
toys," and Reg. No

Printouts of these re

3. Thernas

including the speci

t is a holding conipany which. aiSo,ansa‘]l’ s, txgidemarks used in

fafnous LEGO brand of’coﬂs‘_ﬁﬁéﬁ’dn toys'and other LEGO products,

Nos: 1,018,875 and 1,026,871, whlch cover LEGO andLEGO inlogo form
boks and connecting links forthe Sdih’e;;siold*s'epaxate'lﬁ andias kitgfor
houses, buildings, household fumishings, »mbbts, doll ﬁgurcs and vehicular

1,636,992 for a design of a oy brick with eight studs. for "construction toys.
. gistrations are arinexad herefo asExhibit A '
K in.this application is used on LEGO products. The LEGO products,

fic goods-of this application, are: madé and sold by various telated dompanies

of the applicant (héreinafier, collectively, "Lego™).
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4. In 1958, Lego launched the famous LEGO brand toy construction brick which bears

§

distinctive cylindricgl studs on top.i “The familiar LEGO repeating eylindrical stud design hias

been used :by-”Eego st LEGO foy comistruction bricks, other LEG’O~c§ﬂsﬁucﬁon,toy‘productsanid

a wide as”saftm'ent of other LEGO toy products since that time. Whi'le'coﬁsum“s in the USS. do
not know the apphc nt, Kukbx AG; they do correctly perceive that "cho" jsatoy eompany that
sélls the: famous LEGO brand censtructmn toys. The LEGO brand toy busm&cs worldwide is
planned and controlled centrally Erom oﬂ-‘xces m Denmark, even though it opemtes through many
related corporatxons. The s Lego busmess is conducted mainly by a smgle U S gompany,
LEGO Syasteins, Inc i Enﬁeld Connectxcut whlch manufactures some ;and dxstnbutcs

‘ v’ix;%mally ail,’ of the L EGO bmnd construct:on toys i the U.S. These toys include sets of bricks
and other buxldmg @ ements toy: ﬁgures and’ toy vehicles, among other goods: Themark at issue

in thls applxcatxon appears asa smface féature and Gtherwise on thcsa LEGO biand toys, either

asa single studora rapeatmg pattem of studs It is ysed: other than ds a:surface feature on

packagng and promotxonal matena]s s also used in coninestion with products: and semces

other than construchm toys.as:a. surface fcature and ot.herwxse, to the-point ‘where it has became

widely recogmzed i;;r‘symbol:of Legp-,and LEGO'\prgduc,t,s;. This is further described bclow. .

5. Therearg naw over: 500 different sets of LEGO constructmn toy products;. whiclare
created from appro xmately P 000 bricks and other constructlon toy elements and are sold-in 130
countries around the w’or,ld; m&]udmg"ﬂl,E‘U.S; .
6. For decades, Lego has :e’:ipended‘»aff‘tfeiﬁendéu‘sﬁmmnt of money on advertising its
' prﬁducts: which havk made: applxca.nt 's LEGO ‘brand, bncks and repeatmg cylmdncal stud design

among the most reco.gmzaﬁlb,soﬁrgéfxdﬁnnﬁers’sm the field of ctuldren‘s toys (or, indeed, inany
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product field) in the

9

-during the past ten

7.

exceeded $1 billion.

8.

" products, the LEGO
wide variety-of othet
- Legoasthe source £

gpecimen, & lid of 2’k

.S. znd around the woild, U.S. mediz advertising expenditares by Lego

ars exceed $50 million, aud all-or virtially allihe ads show the studs.

Lego's total U.S. sales figures for construction toys during the last ten years.

vacket container, foptarpes

H

" In adé.iti’on‘ to dppearing on billions-of bricks and relét@;azctoi;s&ucﬁon.t‘oy
Fepeating tyl'indﬁ‘calxstud design has ai"s‘oy»rappéa:edffor‘ rhady years on a
products and packaging in the U. Sy and forservices. Ttus use identifiss

g t.'ne partxcular product or servxc.e One example is the current apphcahon

: Annexcd hereto as Exhibits BaO aré-copies

of pom’nent parts-of’ lust a few other examplcs of the vanous products, packagmg and advertising

demonstrating the'w,

stud desigu.

Bxhibit B —

Exhibit C—
ExhibitD—

Esthilyit E ~

Exhibit F

Exhibit G —
Exhibit H —

Ldespread, and sourco—xdennfymg, use of the: LEGO ‘pepeating cylmdncal

‘ a-oolor photocopy of ‘a'199‘8§Ne‘vi Pro&uots' Catalog;

& color photocopy of 3 1998 Consumer Catalog;

a color photocopyofa 1997 computer software catalog,

( ate: of Achievement for

a colof photocopy of & LEGO.C
ction:toy.: buﬂdmg events;

children who partrctpatc 1060

4

a‘color:photocopy of an Triay ion Celebration: (LEGO travelitg
shiow) newspaper inse that the show travels in atruck
which is decorated with studs along‘,rhe sides; ’

a-calor: photocopy of an Imagmanon Celebration: polo shirt;

color photocopies- ot“ vanous examples of Lego media ineludirg two
product guides and packaging from the Lego Company's "Creator",
"Chess™ and "Loco" software products;
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&

Exhibit 1~ aphotocopy .of a newspaper advertisement by cho 10 hixe an

craployee;

Exhibit T~ a color photocopy of five LEGO books;

Exhibit K- -a color photocopy ofa lxcensed LEGO watch in the- shape ofa stud

with a drawmg -of four studs onthe face;

Extibit L~ acolor photocopy of a LEGO Bulld-Your—Own Playmat box, with

. studs on the cOver;

Exhibit M e 3 color photocopy ofan advertxsement for the. day care center -
o E

-bux[dmg atLego's. nﬁel Connecucut plant, showmg how gxant
_studg:are used otx the bux _ :ing Htself

ExhibxtN - co!or photocopy of aLEGO computer software box bearing 2 mark )

conmstmg ofd drawmg of abnck with cight:; studs and-

E)Cmb’xt o 8 e color photocopy of 4 LEGO space shutle model showing smds on

9, Lego,

ige to give the model a chiardcteristic LEGO

hasdevelopedaconscmuspohcyof usmgcyhndncal stiudsall QVQr’,it“s,

:prodncts ard promot onal matenals as: 2 source-mdlcanng and decoraﬁve theme. Théonly

reason for such extensivemse of studs far beyond what'might be: required for other reasons, is

that the cylindrical sjuds area symbol:ofLego »and give its products and materials a distinetive
th

look which ideritifies

e a$ havin gf'Boén brodu’ceﬁ by Lego.

10.  Results of existing surveys also strongly indicate that consurners of construction

toys, toy vehicles an

d-toy ﬁgures dssociate: reﬁééﬁng _chli’ﬁdﬁdalifst:ud’switﬁllego. Specifically;”

in a swrvey involving constfucti‘o"n to'}"‘s 4and play tébl‘és,:'ﬂie fihveiﬁgaﬁbn 'yi'efdéd that'the vast

majerity.of the 200 people surveyed assomated repeating: cylmdrxcal studs with products

produced b‘y Lego. Pertinert pages of the survey report are annexed hereto:as Exhibit P

11. In addition, ma survey designed to determine whether the ‘p’gnicul’a’r flat, round

shape for-studs depicted on bricks ina computer game indicated source, the investigation also
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y1t';lded that approximately 55% of the 210 peoplé: surveyed assocxated stchsstuds exclusively
with products produced by Lego.. Pertment pages of the survey rcport are-apmexed hergto as

Exhibit Q.

12.  Based on this continuous use and advemsmg of the: applxcant’s repeating
cylindrical stud: désxgm forover 40 years, and 1ts resultant aud enonnous fame Tbelieve that the
single~smd,vdesig_xz' hak becomea well~known tradermark to U S consimers for; among other

things, toy products, ip‘qluding. toy‘vvehi'c,les and figures and construction toys. U.S. .consunm:rs

buying goods bearing applicant's rcp&:atingzcylinﬂﬁcélisfud‘ﬁesign\;fi"ll undoybtedly, and
immediately, associate these goods with asingle soutce; that i’S’,;,chpﬁ and; by extension, Lego's
licensor, the applic |
13. . Allsty enwhté‘ma’déhéré‘ir‘t ofmy' cwhlchéWledgﬁfareiﬁnei Furthér« these
pumshable by ﬁne of 1mpnsonment or ‘noth under Sectmn 1001 of T:tle 18 of the United States
Code and that such llful falsc statemems may Jeopardxze the: vahdn:y of the above-xdentlﬁed

application or any registration rc:sultmg' thexef,rom

Dated; _ Noveimber 27 . 1908

IAHOME\DCOHENDocs\Lcgi\98I 119-9703765-Miscellaneous Design (One Stud) declaration.doc
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i THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFI

In the Matter of

Kirkbi AG
Sally Shih
Serial No.: 75/281464 : Trademark Attorney
Law Office 106
Filed: April 25, 1997
Mark: Migcellaneous Design

Our Ref: LEGO TA-97/03765
RESPONSE TQ OFFICE ACTION DATED DECEMBER 22,;%997;% §

>

, .. . . LR = EE
 Assistant Commissioner for Trademarks ) B o
2900 Crystal Drive t i
Arlington, Virginia 22202-3513 o
A

Attn: BOX RESPONSE - NO FEE £l E -

f v o]

— 7

D

This is in response to the Office Action dated December 22,

1997.
Regarding the tentative blocking citation, on page 2 of the
Office actian, of the prior pending application SN 74/584355,
that applicdtion is now owned by the applicant. The title change
document is |recorded at Reel 1640 Frame 0589.. Accordingly, that
blocking citation should be withdrawn.
Regarding the functionality packaging refusal and
' information |[request, it is respectfully suggesﬁed that the
" objection may be based on a slight mis-understanding as to the
nature of tﬁe specimeﬁ; The specimen is a lid for a bucket-
shaped container in which the goods are sold. The cylindrical
gsurface featiures on the 1id in the specimen have no functional

purpose whatisoever. The toys in the bucket do not extend over
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TN

the rim of the bucket and do not £ill up the cylindrical gpace
inside the cylinders on the bucket 1id (the specimen). The
cylinders do not hold cylindrical products in place or serve any
utilitarian purpose at all. Their sole purpose on the lid is to.
identify the source of the products and to function as a design
trademark. Attached is a photograph of an entire bucket package,
so that you can better understand how the specimen fits on top of
the package. The cross-section of the package, like the cross-
section of the lid, is essentially rectangular with rounded
corners.

We wish to make absolutely clear that we are not claiming
rights in a cylinder as an overall configuration of a package.
Of course, cylindrical packages are very commonplace and easy to
manufacture and might be congidered functional. The mark is not
a design of .a cylindrical package.

Indeed, the addition of e¢ylinders to a 1lid of a bhucket-type
package makes the 1id anti-functional, rather than functional.
If the 1lid on the package were a plain flat 1lid, it would be
easier and less expensive to manufacture. Thus, the specimen %id
is an example of a classical anti-functional use '0of a design
trademark, rather thad a functional use.

Regarding the functionality information request, the mark is
not the subject of a design patent or a utility patent. An

endless number of alternative designs ig available for the goods

and for packaging of the goods.
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The form information paragraph on page 2 also refers to

information concerning designs used by competitors. However, in

view of the fact that the packaging design shown in the specimen
is entirely non-utilitarian, there is no point in having evidence
or an extended discussion about the different kinds of packaging

that are used by competitors.

If necessary, in order to clarify the nature of the mark, we
would be pleased to place a description of the mark into the
record, for publication in the Official Gazette, to make it clear
that the mark consists of a cylindrical sﬁrface feature, and is

not the configuration of the entire product or package.

Accordingly, since all objections have now been answered, it
is respectfully requested that the application be passed to
pﬁblication.

Dated: New York, New York
March 30, 19598
“"Express Mail" mailing label No._ EM088188I66US ) ,
Date of Deposit, March 307 1998 . Respectfully submitted,
I hereby certf{fy that this paper or fee is being
deposited w‘:ilvth the United States Postal Service as
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee’ service under g RMAN {
37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated sbove and is FROSS ZELNICK LEH & 21880,
addressed to the Asgistant Commissioner for Trademarks, P.C.

2900 Crystal Drive, lipgton, Virginia 22202-3513.
Ay Shaciet

yd .
{Printed hame of PErson TaLlling paper o ) e
% I P s
Gatuzs "
By:
David Ehrlich

Attorneys for Applicant
633 Third Avenue

New York, New York 10017
(212) 953-9090

15-01 T1\ROME\DALLEN\DOCS\PTO\LEGO\03765.ROA
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Stackable Lego Storage Boxes Page 1 of 1

LEGO stackable storage bricks

Thursday 11th of November 2010
Filed under What Present To Buy For A Playroom Or Funky Office

Whether it be for a playroom, a bedroom, a living room or even a funky
office, these fabulous Stackable LEGO Brick Storage Boxes are a most

colourful and unusual storage solution.

Officially licensed by LEGO, these giant bricks
Ky can connect to each other and be stacked to
e create giant LEGO structures - a centrepiece
that cunningly hides everything within.

So chuck out the cardboard boxes, the biscuit
tins, the banana boxes or whatever else you
chuck the toys in at the end of the day. These
not only do the job but lock good into the
bargain. And you can separate items too - have an art box, a jigsaw box and
of course, one for all the LEGO.

They come in three different sizes, each size comes in two different colours
oo so you can mix and match however you wish.

The LEGO Heads are also ingenious storage boxes
and can put the icing on the cake of your giant LEGO

model.

o
Available in small or large sizes, they are shaped just _
like the heads of happy Lego folk, and can connect to Ny

the storage bricks above or to each other (you can
stack them one on top of the other to create giant LEGO totem-poles).

The LEGO storage boxes cost £8.99 - £24.99 click here
The LEGO storage boxes cost £14.99 - £19.99 click here

© What Present 2008 - 2011. All rights reserved.
www.whatpresent.co.uk

kttp://www.whatpresent.co.uk/Lego-Storage-Boxes.htm 11/14/2011



Giant LEGO Bricks : Unconventional but Fun Storage Solution | Freshome Page 1 of 14

** freshome
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Share: &0
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Giant LEGO Bricks : Unconventional but Fun Storage Solution

The Official LEGO® Shop v €60 com
Free Holiday Shipping Orders $99+ Find Fun atthe
LEGO® Shop Teday!

Portable Storage werw Aaron Supréme.com
Portable Storage Delivered to Your Site Free Online Quote!

Public Storage Units s PubicSioage com
51 for 1st Mo No CC No Obhigation No Hassle at Local

Public Storage

Home Decorators® Catalog wwiw, HomeDecorators com
Find Varety & Value At The Official Home Decorators
Website!

AdChoices [

http://freshome.com/2010/10/13/g1ant-le go-bricks-unconventional-but-fun-storage-soluti...  11/14/2011



Giant LEGO Bricks : Unconventional but Fun Storage Solution | Freshome Page 2 of 14

We all know how versatile Lego is. You can build anythmg with the little coloured pieces. Now you can store
your stuff in Giant LEGO Bricks from the collection from STORE. Exactly like the Lego pieces for kids, there
storage solutions can be clicked together giving the possibility of creating your own storage units that fit your
home. Kids can enjoy these Giant LEGO Bricks but also learn how to keep their room clutter free. The glossy
plastic storage Lego pieces that measure 18cm high x 50cm wide x 25cm deep on the outside and 11cm high x
48cm wide x 22.5cm deep on the mside can help anyone keep 1n touch with their childhood memories by
stylishly choosing colours and shapes that best fit their interior design.

Two forms are available: medium and large — the medium Lego Storage Brick has 4 “knobbly bits” while the
large one has 8. You can buy the Large Lego Brick from here and the medium one from here. The collection is
not complete without a Giant LEGO Man Storage Head. An impressive 28cm high x 24cm across storage
solution with an interesting visual twist can decorate your racks, fireplace, console table or can be used to keep
your keys in the hallway. Where would you put your Giant LEGO Man Storage Head? — Via OhGizmo

http://freshome.com/2010/10/13/g1ant-le go-bricks-unconventional -but-fun-storage-soluti...  11/14/2011



Giant LEGO Bricks : Unconventional but Fun Storage Solution | Freshome Page 3 of 14

http://freshome.com/2010/10/13/g1ant-le so-bricks-unconventional-but-fun-storage-solutr...  11/14/2011



Giant LEGO Bricks : Unconventional but Fun Storage Solution | Freshome Page 4 of 14
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Giant LEGO Bricks : Unconventional but Fun Storage Solution | Freshome Page 5 of 14

———

3pace 839@ Storage $1 995 www. SpaceBagsDeal com
Get Feady to Stare Away Those Winter Clothes w/
SpaceBag.

New England Storage wrw NEVanines com )
Geta Safe, Refiable Storage Unit Free Quote! Callor Email

Today

$19 Self Storage Units o
Compare Chesap Selil Storags Linits in Your Area - Rates from
$19 / Month!

Looking for LEGOS? v aichetandciank.comAliaOne
Check Dut the All New Ratchat & Clank: All 4 One. Buy Now!

AdChoices [

&0 Uke 994

Please Enter Your Email { Subscribe

s Posted in Ideas
. ﬂ By Ada Teicu

Ready for more amazing design ideas? Check below!

http//freshome.com/2010/10/13/g1ant-le go-bricks-unconventional-but-fun-storage-solutr...  11/14/2011



Giant LEGO Bricks : Unconventional but Fun Storage Solution | Freshome Page 6 of 14

o « Ingemous and Highly Practical Mobile Wall Addition for Small Apartments
 Contemporary Concrete Home with Amazing Interiors in New New Zealand »

LEGO diator for Sn...

Furniture from Giant. ..
p A

Lego Table

James May Builds Him...
>y

v
e ML A -
L Sl ks

-

Decaying Victorian H. ..

Fun Reminders of Chi,..

Post a Comment

http://freshome.com/2010/10/13/g1ant-le go-bricks-unconventional-but-fun-storage- soluti... 11/14/2011
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LTHE ATES PATENT AND TRAD FEFICE
APELICATION FOR GISTRATION OF A TRAD X

MARK: Miscellaneous Design
CLASS: 28 N
APPLICANT : Rirkbi AG
ADDRESS: Neuhofstrasse 21
CH~6340
Baar, sSwitzerland
ENTITY: » aktiengesellschaft (corporation)
organized and existing under the laws of
. Switzerland
OUR REF: LEGO 97/

TO THE COMMISBIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARES:
The above ldentified applicant has adopted and is using the
mark shown in the accompanying drawing for the following goods:
toy vehicles; toy figures and
construction toys
and reguests that said mark be registered in the United States
Patent and Trademark Officc ;n,ghewprinzzézégnegister established

.
“gectioy

)
»

by the Act of July §, 194‘6;,«1@3&’&?4

The mark was first u;ed for the goo&s by a predecessor of
applicant at least as eérly as 1961; was first used for the gcoeods
by a predecessor of applicant in commerce, which may lawfully be
regulated by Congress, between Denmark and the United States at
least as early as 1961; and is now in use in interstate commerce
by a related company of applicant located in the U,.S.

The mark is used on packaging for the éoods and by otherl
means, énd three specimens showing the mark as actually used are

presented herewith.

¢ 4 TLeoN AV Nd6E 7 BBOT '9C AVR
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Fross
York, New
designated
process in

Appli

APPOINTMENT OF DOMESTIC REPRESENTATIVE
Zelnick Lehrman & Zissu, P.C., 633 Third Avenue, New
York 10017 (Telephone 212-933=5090) are hereby
applicant’s representatives upon whom notices or
proceedings affecting the mark may be served.
ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE

cant requests that all correspondence in cennection

with this gpplication be directed to its attorneys, the law firm

of Fross Z
York, New
Ehrlich.

The uj
egquivalent

inick Lehrman & Zissu, P.C., 633 Third Avenue, Ney
York 10017 (Telephone 212-953-9090), Attentlon: pavia

DECLARATION

ndersigned declares that he/she is an officer (or
} of the applicant having the title indicated helow and

is authori
applicant;
the mark s
filed unde
entitled ¢
¥nowledge |
asgsociatio
ir the ide
be likely,

statements
imprisonme
willful £a
applicatio

Dated? c

ed to execute this Declaratien on behalf of the
that he/she believes the applicant to be the owner of
ught to be registered, or, if the application is being
i5 U.S.¢. 1051(b), he/she bellieves applicant to be
use said mark in commerce; to the best of his/her
nd belief no other person, firm, corporation or

hag the right to use said mark in commerce, whether
tical form or in such near resemblance thereto as may
when used on or in connection with the goods.or

such other person, to cause confusion, or to cause
‘to deceive; that all statements made herein of
knowledge are true and that all statements on

and belief ars belisved to be true; and further that
ments were made with the knowledge that willful false
and the like so made are punishable by fine or
t, or koth, under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and that such

se gtatements may jeopardize the validity of this

or any reglstratien resulting therefrom.

-6340 saar, 8 April , 1897

Kirkbi &G Z é
By: i /;a//;21:7'/’7

Names—SUen S.Bach Ulrich Meyes
Title:; General Manager Controller

15=08b C:\WPADOCENDNB\LEGO. 1m

I TR AR ' 117

W40y 7 8661 92 'AVN

Page 6/7



Applicant: Kirkbi ac
Applicant’s Address: Neuhofstrasse 21
CH=6340

N

Date of Flirst Use:
Date of First Use in

Commerce:

Goods:

Attorney:

Address:

f

‘4 PLYe 0N

Baar, Switzerland

at least as sarly &s 1961

at least as early as 1961

Toy vehicles; toy figures and
construction toys (Class 28)

-

David Ehrlich

Fross Zelnick Lehrman & Zissu, P.C.
633 Third Avenue :

New York, New York 10017

(212) 952-5090

1114 W407:% 8661 8¢ AYN
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K'NEX Collect and Build | Robot Kits and Toys, Amusement Park Toys, Construction Cr... Page 1 of 1

Regster ! Log-p

{magine » Badid » Fia

A\ A s

Aboul Us Butding Help News & Events Videos Share

products educators

Produets: B&s Street | Top Gear | Mario Kart Wii | NASCAR | Monster Jam | OCC | ROARY
M Thrili Rides | Collect & B Model Sets | KID K'NEX | Lincoin L.ogs

Il coLLECT & BUILD

Xireme Ops Nowl
Micro Amusement Park Series Nowl C & B Xtreme ops Mlss‘on: Jungle Guard
Construction Crew #1 Product# 11219 | Agesi5+ | Price: 12.99

Amusement Park Series #2

Robo-Battlers Series ! WARHING : CHOKING HAZARD - Smali paets. Hot for children undec 3 years.

Moto-Bots Saries

e Be the first of your friends to like this.

Complete Mission: Jungte Guard with this battte-ready vehicle. The building set includes 81 pieces, 2
K'NEXmen, 1 blaster. 2 missites and a graphic label sheet for added play. Combine Missions to create
Jarger builds. Ages 5+. Standard K'NEX parts made in the U.S.A. Special components made in China.
Packaged In the U.S.A,

Photos, Video and more...
=] } Photos

Features...

® Building setincludes 81 pieces

@ Includes 2 K'NEXmen, 1 blaster, 2 missiles and a graphic
fabel sheet

® Combine Missions to create larger builds

® Ages 5+

o
“5‘

8 . ~, : NCO s International
Copysight © 2011, K'NEX. Al ights reserved. n Eﬁ iG %u BRIO. ‘ st L=

Privacy Policy | Disclaimer | RSS | ContactUs | Business Extranet | The Rodan Group

http://www.knex.com/collect-and-build/product.php?pc=11219 1222011



Construblock Fire Station 387pcs (scx4617) SCX Building Block Sets Page 1 of 1

L | S - | tome | Help | Order Status | View Cart

Construblock Fire Station 387pcs (scx4617) SCX Building Block Sets

1 3 {4
/ Home 2 Trains ) Rockets ) Models ) Airbrush i‘ Arts & Crafts } Paint 2 Supplies ! 13 More Arzas

construblock xS Construblock Fire Station 387pcs

Fase Blaton i i
ho Sue Other items from Scx by Irwin Toy

Catalog Location: Arts & Crafts > Construction Kits > Building Block Sets
This is the Construblock Fire Department by SGX For ages 6 years and up

ﬁ 6'1' Your Price: §22.59 No Longer Manufactured very
el timited supply

Savings: 24% off
e

List Price. $29.99 =
Product Number SCX4617

No Longes Manufactured, very limited supply

+ VE‘!S;(LISY

o
i .i:"-‘

0; 8 - }E],tt!:‘&r.ﬂéé;.

Upload s Ploture to the User Gallary 7]

Features

Bright colorful building "bricks" help young imaginations construc their very own Fire Department/Station.
Compatible with major brick systems

387 pieces

Build a fire truck and fire station.

Includes happy people to run the station.

Includes
(1) Construblock Fire Department

Others Also Ordered

- [=.
Young Arfist Essenbats Gift Set 1716 CAT Bulldozer The Last Supper 20005cs Magio Magnets Construblock Hospital 390pcs Hol Knife 1116
$38.29 2619 $10.49 1449 $12.69 1409
EFAdd to Cart EFAdd to Cart "GP Add 1o Cart “EPAdd to Cart "GP Add ta Cart “EAdd to Cant

< >

Comments
Due to small parts that could cause a choking hazard please kee away from children 3 years of age and younger

PROUCT CATALOG ACCOUNT CUSTOMER SERVICE HOBBYLIXC.COM
s4odet Rog Diecast Jigsiur Puzzles Suitding Supplies Ny Account Toll Free Ordering Copyright 20062042
#odel Frams Books Kites Ciuate Account Order Status Al Rights Reserved
Plastic Arfs & Crafts Science Sign in Sign out Heip

Paints Free Fhght Slofcars Wish Lists Gift Certificates

Airbrush Toys & Games Construction Kits Picture Manager Contact Hobbyliac.com

httn://'www.hobbvlinc.com/htm/scx/scx4617 . htm?source=froogle 12/12/2011



House 7132 | BlokTown | MEGA Bloks | Shop | MEGA Brands Page 1 of 4

Mega Bloks®

® Home

® Products

Mega Bloks
Rose Art
Mega Puzzles

Board Dudes

0000

® Kids Zone
Power Rangers
Moshi Monsters

Need for Speed
Hello Kitty
Blok Squad

Halo

0000000

Family Club
Videos

Blog

Facebook Twitter
Frangais Espafiol

Shop

House

Mﬂysﬁ,sh List
Price

Other products

Mega Bloks
Mega Puzzles
Board Dudes
Rose Art

® Detailed View
® Instructions

Item # 7132
62 Pleces:
Age 3+
MSRP: $29.99
++ Wish List
Share It
Where to Buy?

http://www.megabloks.com/Shop/MEGA_Bloks/BlokTown/House 7132/ 12/12/2011



People for Interlocking Bricks | CPToy.com Page 1 of 1

b)' consfr.'UChVe {oy s I'hfPI.r I.hj Jrekff.vl‘fy, My Account | Order History | Soarch Kayword of item # %

playthings o

(earnl'hg, and fa..ml'(c/ fan =Tr

Order by December 19th at Noon (est) sl
for guaranteed standard Christmas delivery 4

free catatog emat sigrup Construative Mums find a store EZ order popular searches abaut us

Cuztgmar Service 1-800-448-7830

v Category ¥ Age/Grade v Price Range  vOnSale .

Home = Blocks and Bullding i Block Accessories » People for interlocking Bricks Pnnt Page Ermail @ Frmnd

You May Also Like:

People for Interlocking Bricks

Popuiate any Interiocking Preschool Bricks set wilh Liese S0 muin-gthnic

individuals Each 1 %" H piaste hguia has posabie arins legs, and heads ‘, ’

a
Compatisle witn Lego® bicks" Ages 4 415 « l‘ ;f a
v

ftem # BLC 1756
' Rt Standard Interlacking Bricks

$34.99 EA

QOur ExcLUsIVE Qty: 1 * Add To Cart :
THA
L

‘

Table for Lego® Size Bricks”

Buiid And Ptay Marble Run And

Accessories Set

U8 TUYE s 3 rigsied

m Ty R Trustwave

Customer Service Toll Free: 1-800-448-7830 ﬁ} et Trusted (o

e (i Vialschinte

CP yoys is UpFront

hitp://www.cptov.com/cei-bin/of.sh/2.0/product.htm?parent id=Blocks%20and%20Build... 12/12/2011
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Oxford K-1 Special Forces Military 247 Piece Building Block Set Page 1 of 2

Web images Videos Maps News Shopping Gmail iMore Signin

GOk Sle prOdUCtS oxford toys Search Products |

Oxford K-1 Special Forces Military 247 Piece Building Block Set

Overview - Cnline stores - Related items

$27 online

New OXFORD K-1 Special Forces Military 247 Piece assualt truck building block set includes
figure!

Add to Shopping List

Online stores

Showonly: [  Google Checkout [ Freeshipping [ New items Your location: Waterbury, CT 06702 - Change

Relevance Seller rating Condition Tax and shipping (estimated)  Total price  Base price
Amazon.com 6.070 seller ratings New No tax + Shipping: $8.79 $35.78  $26.99
%nf?nix—_mgdel-company- No rating New $26.99

1-20f2

Related items

A

Lego Indiana Jones Set Haba Building Blocks Smart Monkey Toys United States Capitol
#7622 Race for The Castle imagibricks Giant Building Block Set
Stolen Treasure Building Blocks. 40 Piece
Set
$49 (322 more) $68 (541 more) $39 (312 more) $40 (314 more)
221 reviews

http://www.google.com/products/catalog?rlz=1 TADMUS _enUS215US21 7&g=oxford+to... 12/12/2011



Train----J5706A - Product Picture From Woma Toys Co., Ltd.

Jon Free | My Alibeba Search Product

Page 1 of 2

 sEmanhy. |

| feedl

4thyear
- Woma Toys Co., Ltd.
AR KRR
search our products
Home Products TrustPass Profile About Us Contacts
home progucts Building Black Train Set Traln----35706A

Woma Toys Co., Ltd.
f Guangdong, Chwa (Maintand) }

A8V Checked

CCLOR BOX OF COLOR BOX OF COLOR 80X OF COLOR BUCKE OF T‘ra;n--»»]S? 11 Train----35705A
BLOCK BLOCK aLOCK 8LOCK
Add Company to Favorites S i i = — e
Train—-J5706A
Product Showcase [10]
Siide Show Speed. 3 Seconds

Products [258]

Helicopter [17] Back to product page

Busy Channei [3] i
Play toys Baby Set [5] .
Building Block [65]

Busy Channel [5]

Animal Set [10]

Sea World Set {8]

School Set [3]

Amusement Set [1]

Clown Set [6]

Train Set [15]

Field Set [5]

Building Brick [135]
Ungrouped [32]

Company Profile

&

Tramn----35703A

View Original Size

Certificates

Contact Person Send a message directly to this member
Mr. KEN CHEN Offling]
i‘:!-Add to my Contacts

Offline

| « Prev Product | \[81(a ][0l 1a][22]{ 13 ][ 14][

View Contact Details Other Products from this Supplier

Comments or suggestions about this page? Telt us

funny train toy

plastic small train

Plastic train toy

Train----15706A

httn://womatovs.en.alibaba.com/productshowimg/512672026-211872507/Train J5706A....

{ { Next Product »

Postan RFQ Now

12/12/2011
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Kogyronds —
Basket 163 €0 00 Checkout Log & L 8 rnalin

Home Boys Toys Girls toys Toddier and preschoaler wys Contact

Big police van

Big police van

Build your own police van and motorcycle, so the pursuit can begin! With
these cool police vehicles on your side, no thief can get away anymore
Catch the baddies and bring them to jail to put them behind bars for good.
Buy this police set now and start building, experience your own police

adventares with the BanBao police series

suitable for future police officers from the age of 5.

Price: €11.95

Model. 8336

Number of blocks. 280

£AN Number: 6939166683366

Related Products

httn://hanhaoworld com/bovs-tovs/big-nolice-van 12/12/2011
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Long Beach, CA 90802

U.S, Customs and
Border Protection

| 2011-2704-001726
. b
AUG 1 7 201 "

Frank J. Desiderio

Grunfeld, Desiderio, Lebowitz,
Silverman & Klestadt LLP
399 Park Avenue, 25™ Floor
New York, NY 10022

Re: Big Lots Stofes, Iné./BeSt—l.ock Gfoup

Dear Madam/Sir:

This is to officially notify you that on August 4, 2011, at Los Angeles-Long Beach Harbor,
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) seized the merchandise listed below pursuant to Title 19,
United States Code, Section 1526(e) as implemented by Title 19, Code of Federal Regulations, Part
133.21. ‘ . |

DESCRPTION ~~  °  QUANTITY  FORFEITUREVALUE
Construction Blocks - 13,986 pc - $55,269,00

The merchandise which your client attempted to import under entry number 113-55992865 is
subject to forfeiture because each of the articles bears a counterfeit copy of the following
trademark(s) which is/are registered with the United States Patent and Trademark Office and
recorded with the Secretary of the Treasury: “Design — Drawing Mark (mark consists of a cylindrical
surface feature), trademark recordation number (TMK)) 02-00052, and the importation of such items
is probibited.

Unless you obtain written consent. from each trademark owner to import or export and
provide it to this office within thirty (30) days of this notification, the merchandise will be forfeited
and disposed of in accordance with Title 19 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 133.52. You may
obtain contact information for the trademark holder(s) by going te the CBP.gov website _
http://iprs.cbp.gov/ , or clicking on the quicklink for “Intellectual Property Rights™ and searching for
the applicable trademark(s). '

The merchandise was scized pursuant to Title 19, United States Code, Section
1595a(c)(2)(C), for violation of Title 17, United States Code, Section 602(b) and Title 19, Code of
Federal Regulations, Part 133.42(b). The merchandise which your client attempted to enter is
subject to forfeiture and you may be liable for a penalty cqual to the domestic value of the goods
under the provisions of Title 19, United States Code, Section 1595a(b). The merchandise that you
attempted to enter infringes on the copyright(s) of: “Basic Minifigures, Toy Sculpture,” copyright
recordation number (COP) 99-00203, which js/are registercd with the Register of Copyrights and
recorded with the Secretary of the Treasury, and the importation of such items is prohibited.




Pursuant to Title 19, United States Code, Section 1618 and Title 19, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 171.1/et.sq., anyone claiming an interest in the seized merchandise has theright to
file a written petition for relicf within thirty (30) days of this letter, The enclosed Notice of
Seizure and Information for Claimants explains your options with regard to the remission or
mitigation of the forfeiture. The petition must be signed and filed IN DUPLICATE with CBP, 301
E. Ocean Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90802, Attn: Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures Office.

The petition need not be in any specific form, but it should include all the facts which you
believe warrant the granting of relief from the forfeiture. It is absolutely imperative that, in order
for CBP to act on your petition, the enclosed Election of Proceedings/Waiver Form be completed and
accompany your petition. _ : :

‘ Alternatively, you may elect to abandon the seized merchandise and it will be forfeited to
the government. We are required to give you personal notice of the forfeiture proceedings; however,
if you choose to waive such notice, you will receive no fitrther mail from this office concerning the
disposition of this merchandise. If this is what you want, please sign the attached form
(Abandonment & Notification Waiver) and retumn it to the address indicated at the top of this letter,

In addition to foxfcifure, you may be liable for a pénalty equal to the value the merchandise
would have had if genuine, according to the manufacturer’s suggested retail price under the
provisions of Title 19, United States Code, Section 1526(f).

Please ditect all inquiries not answered by this letter to the attention of Wenceslao L. Bantad,
Paralegal Specialist, Fines, Penaltics and Forfeitures, at the address shown or call (562) 366-5543.

7
/ Director, Fines, Pe;
Vi

and Forfeitures

Enclosures - -
Election of Proceedings/Waiver Form:
Abandonment Form




301 2. Ovean Blvd
Long Beach, CA 908032

U.S. Customs and
Border Protect:ion

NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT AND ASSENT TO FORFEITURE OF PROHIBITED
OR SEIZED MERCHANDISE T B _

PORT: Los Angeles

DESCRIPTION OF MERCHANDISE:

Construction Blocks - 13,986 pe

I hereby abanden all claim to and further waive my right to be
notified in refexrence to the forfeiture of the above-described
articles, and waive any further rights or proceeding relative to
these articles. ’ : ‘ '

2011-2704-001726/wb S |
Selzure Case Number S ‘ Name of Claimant (Type/Print)

Address .

City, State Zzip

Signature of Claimant Date
*or Legal Representativae '
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1000 Second Avenue, Suite 2100
Seattle, WA 98104-1020

U.S. Customs and

Border Protection
Port Case No.

2012300100005301
December 8, 2011

Grunfeld, Desiderio, Lebowitz, Silverman & Klestadt LLP“'

Counselors at Law
399 Park Avenue HE @ E H M E

25" Floor
New York, NY 10022-4877

Attn: Frank J. Desiderio

1DERIC,
Re:  Best-Lock Construction Toys Inc. SILVERMAN & KLESTADT LLP
Reference: 11858-0020010

Dear Mr. Desiderio:

Reference is made to the above numbered port case conceming the seizure of 6,730 plastic
construction toys bearing a counterfeit of a LEGO trademark, which were seized and are subject
to forfeiture under the provisions of 19 U.S.C. § 1526(e) because they violated the intellectual
property rights of a registered trademark holder.

We are in receipt of your petition dated November 30, 2011 in which you requested that we
remit the plastic construction toys to Best-Lock. You claim that not only do Best-Lock’s
products not contain a counterfeit mark but that various other “commercial realities” prove the
legitimacy of its products. Unfortunately, for the reasons set forth below we must deny your

petition.

Whether Best-Lock’s Products Bear a Counterfeit Mark:

You do not dispute that Best-Lock construction bricks Liear a cylindrical surface feature, a
feature that is readily apparent on the product seized, as well as its packaging. In addition, Best-
Lock product packaging states that its product “works with other brands,” suggesting a
compatibility with other brands of construction bricks that would not be possible but for the

cylindrical surface feature of the bricks.

You claim that LEGO does not own a right to exclude others from distributing or selling
products including a cylindrical surface feature. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (PTO)
Registration Number 2273314 protects a design mark consisting of a cylindrical surface feature
of, among other products, construction toys, and is not the configuration of the entire product or
packaging. The trademark was registered on August 31, 1999 and received its first ten year
renewal on June 18, 2009. The last listed owner of the trademark is LEGO. Therefore, LEGO
does own the right to exclude others from distributing or selling products including a cylindrical

surface feature.




Inasmuch as the products seized from Best-Lock include a cylindrical surface feature and that
cylindrical surface feature is the subject of a trademark registered by LEGO that was in effect on
the date of the seizure, October 27, 2011, it would appear indisputable that the products seized
from Best-Lock bear a counterfeit mark.

Nevertheless you seem to argue that a cylindrical surface feature such as the one registered by
LEGO with the PTO under registration number 2273314 is precluded by the Lanham Act and
that LEGO acknowledged as much during the prosecution of the application for the trademark in
question (Which bears serial number 75281464). First, in LEGO’s response (petition Exhibit )
to the PTO’s action dated December 22, 1997 (petition Exhibit B) LEGO does not admit that a
cylindrical surface feature is precluded from trademark by functionality. Instead it concludes
with its wish to “make it clear that the mark consists of a cylindrical surface feature, and is not
the configuration of the entire product or package” and arguing that it has answered all
objections. Second, regardless of the principles of trademark law as embodied in the Lanham
Act or elsewhere, the PTO did in fact did approve LEGO’s registration of the cylindrical surface
feature design mark found on the products seized from Best-Lock—having the effect of making
the mark on the products seized from Best-Lock counterfeit.

Whether various “commercial realities” further refute any possibility that the subject
merchandise is counterfeit:

You seem to suggest that because Best-Lock has distributed its products for nearly fifteen years
in the United States and LEGO has never claimed infringement, Best-Lock’s products could not
be counterfeit. However, whether and how long Best-Lock has distributed its products in the
United States and whether LEGO in that time has claimed infringement is irrelevant to United
States Customs and Border Protection (CBP). What is at issue for CBP’s purposes under the
provisions of 19 U.S.C. § 1526(¢) is whether Best-Lock, in the absence of the written consent of
LEGO, imported merchandise into the United States bearing a mark registered with the PTO and

recorded with CBP by LEGO.

You also seem to suggest that the fact well-known U.S. retailers sell Best-Lock’s products
demonstrates that its products are not infringing. However, whether or not a product is sold by a
well-known U.S. retailer is irrelevant in CBP’s determination of whether or not a product is

counterfeit, -

Finally, you suggest that because Best-Lock has licensing agreements with a number of esteemed
U.S. entities, including the U.S. Army and Air Force, Best-Lock could not possibly be marketing
a copyright infringing product. It defies common sense to propose that a licensing agreement
with one organization or company precludes the possibility that the trademark rights of another

company have been violated.

Thus, none of these various “commercial realities” refute the fact that the subject merchandise is
counterfeit.




If you disagree with this decision you have the right under 19 C.F.R. § 171.61 to file a
supplemental petition appealing this denial. This petition should contain additional material not
presented in your original petition, such as the written consent of LEGO to import merchandise
into the United States bearing the cylindrical surface feature mark registered to and recorded by
LEGO. Your supplemental petition is due in our office within thirty (30) calendar days from the
date of this letter. If you choose not to file a supplemental petition within that time, the
construction toys seized from Best-Lock will be scheduled for administrative forfeiture. You

will receive written notification when that occurs.

If you have any questions concerning this decision, you may contact this office at (206) 553-
1444.

Sincerely,

Diana Wagner
Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures Officer, Seattle

/ A Fan
A )
By: Ina A. Zing
Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures Specialist
Voice: (206) 553-1444
Fax: (206) 553-5437
ina.zing(@dhs.gov
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
~ COMBINED DECLARATION OF USE IN COMMERCE/
APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION UNDER §§ 8§ AND 9
MARK: Misealtancuins dosign
REG, NO« 2273314
REG. DATE:  August 31,1999
CLASS: 28
OWNER: LEGO Juids A/8
ENTITY: # Dghnrark covporation
ADDRESS: Koldingve) 2
Billund, DK-7150
Denmurk

DUR REF: LEGI 9703765

Conmisstoner for Tindemsrks
PO, Box 1451 i
Alexandria, VA 22313-1451
“The abiove identified ownor is using the mark fi compnercs on ar In cotiniection with all goods
listed in the extsting reglstration as evidenced by the attsched spaciter show! ng the mikrk ey

cueyerdby uged i commetge,

The:owner reguests that the registeation be tenswed for the goods idaitified above,

1 freweby certify: thardlify soneapondance H Behig AiousRa WL e LAY Sl Pl Servlcs wa R sl mall i dinvelapt sddignnd e |
Camulsalomer for Tomdemonki B0 Hox TISH Alosondiy, VA M S any ’ X '

(nte SF Bepoihy {algnaiie

o o STguatiey.

http://tdrweb.uspto.gov/ts/cd/casedoc/sn75281464/S8920090519123318/3/webcontent 10/24/2011
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The owner requests that all correspondence in conngction with this decleration be directed to
the law fixm of Fross Zelnick Lehrman & Zissy, PIC., 866 United Natlons Plozs, New York, New
York 10017, (212) 813-5900; Atin: David Bhilich.

Thie firm Fross Zelnfek Lohiman& Zissu, P.C. Is hicreby designiated owner's sepresentative
upon whom fnotices or process in proceedings affécting the mark may be gerved.

ECLARATION

The undersigned being hierohy warned that willful false statemente:anid the like:so made are
punishable by flilc or fmprisotiment, o both, under Seotlon 1001 of Titls 18 of the United Stetes:
Code, and thatsuch willful falie statements and the like mey jeopardize the validity of this
dooument; declares that he/she is propatly authorized 1o execute tls documenton behalfof thy
Ownery and all statements nade of his/ier own knowledge ate true aind that sll statements made on

information snd belicf are belleved to be true.

NEme,_., ©

Title:

Date of Signature:.

(EORUE Y

http://tdrweb.uspto.gov/ts/cd/casedoc/sn75281464/58920090519123318/4/webcontent 10/24/2011
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Pick A Brick | LEGO Shop Page 1 of2
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You arg lera, ot

Pick A Brick

By individuc LEOO bescka, slarnents

Simply add your individual hricks ta your Pick A Brick Bag, Once you have chosan your individu:
minifiqures click 'Go to Shoppirg Cat’ ta continue your LECQO enling shopping irip and comolets

Brick Tzoroh Bereils Brick Bag
Cale ey Brick 1¥2
Select Catagory -

o yaur |
Celor Family e -~ Y S

Salect Color

Wieer Al Rrices

Adwvanned Search

Srick Mame

>
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http://tdrweb.uspto.gov/ts/cd/casedoc/sn75281464/SPE20090519123318/1/webcontent 10/21/2011
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oysﬂ L) Bust

MIDNiGHT THuggE,mRs
QPeiN e ; : e pg
PN LOWeST PRiCeS

EVER! ol

with the purchase of iPod 8GB touch

oveR 120 DOORBUSTERS! | “==_kR

Save MIiDNJGHT-1PM s‘éiDEiT—f PM

.

s i

was 29999 was 1499 was 3499
FURREAL FRIENDS NEW! NEXTAR
$'mores Pony BARBIE 2GB MP3 Player
Ages 4-up. 3 Musketeers Dolls with Video
254064 Ages 3-up. 1.5" screen, USB

interface.
250197

240320

MIDNIGHT-1PM
507 .

46% MIDNIGHT-1PM
OFF JN=F LG

292
= " " was 4999 2
L& \ § LEAPFROG

1 499

was 2999

VTECH Leapster System
Learning Lapto LEGO Star Wars: The Twilight Chooselareenion
Ages 4-ug. ol 5999 Limited edition set. Ages 9-up. g pink. Ages 4-up.
122936 014499 798846, 103238

was 99.99
Toysrus.com | 1-800-TOYSRUS | 587 Stores Sale prices valid November 27 - 28, 2009

Doorbusters: Quantities limited; no rain checks. Paramus, NJ stores open at 7am. Doorbusters deals valid 7am-1pm. No returns accepted during Doorbuster deal hours.
Store hours may vary. Visit Toysrusinc.com/storelocator for stora hours. *Quantities limited; no rain checks. Gift Card valid beginning 6 hours after activation and expires
12/31/09, except where prohibited. See back of card for Terms & Eonditions, Offer expires 11/27/09, 1pm. Limit one per guest. Apple is not a participant in this offer.
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IMAGlNARIUM Blg Train Set
when you buy the Imaginarium
Arch Train Table

366140

99 MEGA BLOKS
Smart Builders Piano

Ages 1-u
. 39! ) B
orig. 3999 018011

i 9? IMAGINARIUM
79 Arch Train Table

Ages 2-up.

Quanities imited; [reoaba
uantities limited; =
no rain checks. YoYSH S

was 3999

BEST LOCK
1000-Pc. Rescue
Building, or Junior

gg ERECTOR SET Plane, Car &
39 100th Anniversary Collector’s Set Helicopter Playset :

Ages 4-up. Ages 5-up. "
was 7999 855672 630624, §29373 ﬁeals staf

FRi. & SaT.

the.s;:. Pokémon
& Yu-Gi-Oh! Tins

Sale 999 -11.99 .
> 598057, 317389

FRi. & SaT.

507%
OFF

74?

was 14.99
b SPIN MASTER

Bugville Live
IMAGINARIUM Butterfly
Modular T

rechouse

Dollhouse Ages 4-up
Ages 3-up. 442440

491406

Bendaroos
100-Piece Set

when you buy Bendaroos
500-Piece Mega Set
842430

19%°

BENDAROQOS
500-Pc. Mega Set
305785

THOMAS & FRIENDS
59 LEGO: INDIANA JONES 2999 Thomas Take Along Morgan’s
ZZZF’S'?JPESCEPG T Mine Adventure Set
§ Ages 3-up. Al t
S 051027 Babies"R"Us

: Toysrus.com | 1-800-TOYSRUS | 587 Stores 2-Day Sale ltems: Quantities limited; no.rain. checks. Store hours may vary: Visit Toysrusinc.com/storelocator for store hours.
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Will Thomas the Train Rescue Mega Brands?

Competition Is Keen, But New Licenses Hold Fromise

By Lutz Muller
October 20190

Lutz Muller is an industry analyst who shares opinions and makes markel swyhijle things are clearly

projections based on public and confidential research, including going better, the company is
interviews with contacts at major U.5. retailers not quite out of the woods
vet.”

Mega Brands has for the first te in years had two copsecutive growth quarters i their toy sector.
This comes after a arim struggle to get out of the hole dug by their RoseArt acquisition back in 2005
and the subsequent recalls of Magnetix. The change signals the return to long=term growth and
profitability.

While things are clearly going better, the company 15 not quite

out of the woods yet, FTheir first half this year was driven by Iron Getthe Flash Player to see this video.
Man 2, a movie that was expected to do box office numbers i S T i

line with other record breakers and was firmly beheved to 2n
generate stgnificant toy sales. Neither materialized. Yes, Iron Man .L %
2 was a strong movie but not 1n the same street as K
Transformers 2, or Star Wars - Revenge of the Sith, or 1
Batman Dark Knight. The result of a weaker-than-anticipated
movie was weaker-than-anticipated seli-through of the toy
products on the shelves, This is likely to affect Mega’s
performance in the third and fourth quarters because excess
inventory will have to be flushed through the ¢hanne!l before new WATCH VIDEO summarizing

shipments can take place. this article's conclusions.

Their toy sales for the first six months of the year were 33
percent above the same period last year. and they have of late gained niarket share over the past
twelve months as per the sell-through numbers of my retailer panel over time:

{ole OU20 10 3 4G
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r, competition 15 growing as well, During the first half of this year, LEGO was up in local
currencies by 34 percent. Best-Lock s also growing rapidly as explaned by their VP Global Sales,
Stephen Minsk:

"Best-Lock is undoubtedly gaimng marker share. (Perhaps the most of all the 3 comipanies). Our
worldwide sales i 2010 are at recard levels and should hit a 40%+ gain over 2009 numbers. Best-Lock
has expanded into many more retail outlets this year and rnade significant gains in Canada as well as in
the US market. We do what we always did in the past, which is to offer a full range of great value
products with geod retader margins, Our model designs improved a lot this year and will continue to do
so as well as big improvements in the packaging.’

e ot Mega Brands' oniy ( e e tor look at s retall pricin
Building Block Pricing
$ per 100 pes
a5
a0
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\,08’- (.°°+ R‘éz e&’o (}é \O 7 ««\0 <0 Z@ &
‘7\’ r(b:\’ - Q}q’ \\'.\ \{gc \} O\Q
- . -~ 48 &

Taken from Amazon, top ten products each compaity, dropping out the most expensive and the lowest
priced product for each.

This shows that Mega’s products are in fact the second-most expensive cf the ten companies considered

309 20 3 do
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A cemoent on Cra-Z-Art - this building block range has just been introduced by LaRose and is

currently anly at Wal-Mart. An interesting sidenote 1s that LaRose was founded by Larry Rosen, formerly

part-owner and CEQ of RoseArt, the company that Mega acquired five years ago and which led to the
ear-dentnse of the company.

[ also locked at shelf-space over time at Wal-Mart, Target andToysRUSs:

Building Blocks shelf space at Wal-Mart, Target and TRU

8/1/2009 3/12/2010 9/19/2010

Feet f Feat % Feet Qg
Lego 182 Obid 805 67.25 878 68.81
Mega 42 19.06 214 17.88 210 16.46
Knex 17 4.01 88 735 55 4.31
Best Lock 0 0.89 20 167 15 1.18
Lincoln togs 1 2.34 17 142 13 1.02
Erector 0 258 0 0.00 40 3.13
Tinker Toy 0O 2.68 3 0,25 0 0 00
Trio g 279 50 4.18 58 4.55
Cra-z-art 0 0.00 0 0.00 5 0.8
CitiBloks 0 0.00 0 0.00 2 0.16
Total 251 100.00 1197 100.00 1276 100.00

Sairce Klosters Reataper Panel

This suggests that the while the sheif-spacg overall expanded dramatically - undoubtedly driven by the
phenomenal growth of the category — Mega's share in fact marginally declined.

Looking at how Mega fares with the consumer, we are helped by two metrics - web traffic and consumer

demographics.
In terms of web traffic, Mega 15 totally dwarfed by LEGO:

e e e p—
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However, the company does well versus its other competitors:
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In terris of demographics, the comparison between the ten brands jooks as follows:

Brand Male Female <18 18-24 25-34 35-49 50+
yrs yrs vIs yrs yrs

General 49 50 9.80 26.80 27.20 12.00 13.20
Population

Lego 46 54 7.92 14.25 28.20 39 54 10 09
Mega 53 47 16.25 18.29 23.98 21.54 19.85
Knex 38 62 13.94 9.09 30.30 2879 7 88
Best-lock 70 30 12 18 12.96 23.1 2915 22.55
Lincoin Logs 41 59 3061 9 39 37.91 27.80 21.30
Erector 41 59 4.55 22.73 27.27 31 82 13 64
Tinker Toy 44 56 2491 1541 2109 1992 18.67
Trio E1 49 2338 22,27 16.81 19.1 18.36
Cra-Z-Art 41 59 1852 18,10 21.64 21.69 21.05
Citiblocs 41 59 18.77 1948 23 15 19.38 20.22

All nurmbers are ) percant - Source Google

When looking at this chart, 1 assunie that the most important factors are gender [female because
mcthers typically buy the toys for their children], the <18 years group |because they are the
influencers], the 25-34 years group [parents] and the 50+ group [grandparents], then Knex and Citi
nave the best profile. Mega’s profile is decent, with perhaps a male bias.

Overall, the two gireatest purchase motivators in the building block space are price and licenses. We
looked at the former. As for the latter. there are only thrie companies actively engaged in the licensing
secter: LEGO, Mega and K'nex.

K'nex has two licenses ~ Sesame Street and Nascar. Neither is movie driven.
The main license battle is between LEGO and Mega. While LEGO has the majority of the movie licenses

this and next year, Mega had Iron Man 2 this year and two crackerjack properties next year - Thor and
Captain America:

Producer Title Release  Toy Second Box Release
Licensee Licensee Office ate
Last
Movie
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Test of ime

Tom Bartsch

Long-Time Die-Cast Producer, Tootsietoy, Stays in the Game

one in the die-cast industry since the

1930s. However, “new products” and
“Tootsietoy” are usually not seen in the same sen-
tence.

Yet Tootsietoy, through the Strombecker Corp.,
is still producing die-cast and plastic vehicles wor-
thy of a look. Through the Hard Body brand,
Tootsietoy has a few new lines ready.to hit the
shelves.

First up is the 1:18-scale Jeep Liberty, retailing
for $12.99. The Jeep features off-road tires with
chrome-plated wheels, opening doors and tailgate.
If you want something a little smaller, check out
the 1:24-scale version. This Jeep will come in two
graphic styles with a trailer that carriers either a
rescue boat or a roadster. Retail price is set for
$5.99.

Tootsietoy is also unveiling a Cool Trucks series,
featuring 1:24-scale trucks hauling cool toys. A die-
cast custom drag truck pulls a racing boat, while a
die-cast lowrider totes a motorcycle. Both trucks
feature tinted windows, exposed motor and low-pro-
file rims. Retail price is $4.99 each.

Finally, the Monster Truck series consists of two-
wheel drive motorized vehicles that don’t require
batteries. Five graphic styles are available in all,
retailing for $10.99 each. :

For more information on these products, visit
www.toolsietay.com or call (773) 638-1000.

The Tootsietoy name has been a standard

8 With all this talk about the holiday season,
sometimes Halloween gets lost in the shuffle.
However, some companies are making sure this fun
holiday gets its due. .

Toyzz.com (www.toyzz.com) is offering an
exclusive Halloween Dracula Cthulhu. The 6-inch
plush collectible was produced in conjunction with
Toy Vault. The Cthulhu will retail for $9.95. For
more information, visit the Toyzz.com Web site or e-
mail ibuyalimytoys@toyzz.com.

B Love is in the air, thanks to the Tokyo Mint.
The company has acquired the rights to release a
series of cold-cast resin statues based on the popu-
lar Japanese comic and animated series Love Hina.

The first release in this series is of the Love

Hina character Naru Narusegawa. The 8-inch tall -

atatue will be limited to 600 pieces with a suggest-
ed retail price of $129. Look for Naru to be avail-
able in December. For more information, call (909)
263-9708.

& Looking for & new game as you browse the
shelves at your local store? Check out the latest
products from the LoLo Co., Don't Make Me
Laugh Jr. and RohSzamBo.

In Don't Make Me Laugh Jr, players collect
points by performing an array of improvisation
activities.

Tn RohSzamBo, the object is to race across the

& Cool foys are still coming out of the
Tootsletoy camp, ke these Cool Trucks. in 1:24
scale, the trucks retait for $4.99 each.

solar system and capture as many of the other
characters as possible. Both of these games are
available from all retailers carrying board games.
For more information, visit wwilolofun.com.

B Everyone needs a little more muscle in his or
her lives. The latest releases from Welly should
help fill that void.

" On the way are 1:18-scale versions of the 2002
Chevrolet Camaro SS and 1963 Chevrolet Impala.
The Camaro is celebrating its 35th
anniversary, and
this version
is decked

The name might not
be famiiiar, but Welly-has
some great products, like this
. 1:18 1963 Impala.

out with all the 35th anniversary details. The T-top
coupe retails for $16.90.

The Impala features a white exterior, red interi-
or and chrome-plated hubcaps. Look for this sam-
ple on shelves now. For more information, visit
www.wellydiecast.com.

B Diamond Comies and its divisions are
offering numerous collectibles that will be of inter-
est to toy fans. First up from DC Direct ia the
Aquaman maquette, based,pn the WB animated
series appearing on the Cartoon Network. The
Aquaman sample stands 9 inches tall and retails
for $89.95.

For those looking for & more feminine mystique
for their collectibles, perhaps the Batgirl mini-bust

and Supergirl statue wilt do. Batgirl is represent-
ed in her Silver Age edition and retails for $45.
Supergir] is depicted in an 8-inch cold-cast porce-
lain statue that retails for $99.95.

For more information on these products, visit

www.diamondcomics.com.

B Fisher-Price wants users of its products to
use their imagination. The company's latest prod-
uct is a system of adventure play sets and acces-
sories, with interchangeable parts, allowing users
to create a different play set and new adventure
every time. It’s called Imaginext, and chances are
your kids will want these again when they are all
grown up and want to relive their childhood.

Two themes permeate Imaginext — Modern
Day and Medieval. Among the Modern Day play
sets are Rescue Center ($34.99), Construction Site
($19.99) and Police Station ($14.99). In the
Medieval series, the play sets include Battle
Castle ($34.99), Wizards Tower ($19.99) and
Goblin’s Dungeon ($14.99).

Each series also has an assortment of vehicles
and figures, ranging in price from $2.99 to $9.99
each. For more information, visit
www.fisher-price.com.

B When it comes to plastic construction toys,
LEGO is the first name that usually comes to
mind. But you)l want to check out Best-Lock as
well.

Among the new products ready for the holiday
season is & foothall play set. The play set comes in
{wo parts; at 400 and-800.pieces, respectively.
Together they build a football stadium, playing
field, bleachers and 22 figures to act out a game.
The figures are equipped to throw and kick with
springs, and receivers can catch with the use of

_ magnets.

The set retails for under $50 and is available
at most major retail outlets. For more information,
visit www.best-lock.com. \
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Kids are saturated with TV ads and peer
pressure, but will the wish list include
goods actually worth having? We road
tested a cross section of toys and games and
rated them out of five for kid fun and parent
approval, including value for money

Words: CAROLE SOVOCOOL Photos: MARY ALTAFFER

/

P "
HARRY POTTER CHAMBER
OF SECRETS; LEGO, $69.99

Lego, though not inexpensive,
is always a good bet for keeping
kids happy, and adults like the
fact that it usually requires
quiet concentration to build.
Recommended for ages 8 and
up, but youn%er kids require
assistance at least in the latter
part of the building. Once
constructed, it becomes an_
imagination game, and Potter
fans can re-cnact the book in
accurate detail.

Furifactor: vvvvy
Parent approval: oo

FRIENDS BOARD GAME, CARDINAL, $19.99

Charades plus trivia, written by the creators of the hit TV show of the same
name. Move around the board stopping at each friend’s apartment to pick up
items. Answer trivia questions (“How did Ross first find out about Rachel’s feelings for
him?”) and act out scenes from the series. First one back from Central Perk with the
coffee wins. Younger kids who had not seen the show were obviously not thrilled with
it, but Young'teenagers and fans of the show will fove it. Parents felt 1t would be great for
girls’ slumber parties.

Fur factor: vvv/ )
Parent Approval: &4

; i i
BE BOP BAND, PARENTS MAGAZINE PLAY & LEARN, $24.99

Colorful, noisy and cute — everything in the drum bucket is pliable plastic
and makes fun music, from the ant bells and bee clackers to the caterpillar
tambourine and the cemtidc drumsticks. This one was a huge hit with all
the toddlers, and parents iked the convenient carry.case and the neat design,
plus the fact that it stimulates motor skills and satisfies baby’s urge to wth
things. Mary Mattos (above) was the perfect age for it, at the recommended
18 months. Good price, and well made.

Fun factor: vv/v/v/v
Parent Approval: =
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CHICKEN DANCE ELMO, FISHER PRICE $19.99

We'd heard that Chicken Dance Elmo is, zhem, flying off shelves, but could the new yellow version match
up to the much-Joved original? This one, as you might imagine, sings and dances the Chicken Dance and we
were amazed at how transfixed kids were with it. Our 36 month old testers Simon (above left) and David
Ogilvie (above right) embraced him with joy and danced along. Recommended for kids 18 months and up.
Adults may be ready to pull Elmo's wishbone by the end of Christmas Day, but o the other hand, what

COOMACHE
SCRAMBLER
BIKE, JEEP,
$209.99

Both Tucker
Bourne, 12
(above left) and
Tyler Singh, 8
(above right)
tried out the Jeep bike, and felt they would be the
coolest kids on the block if they were riding
around on it on Christmas Day. Built by the famous
car manufacturers, it comes in 24" (shown) and
26", has TIG welded steel suspension, and all
terrain tires that let it go anywhere. The bike is
easy to assemble (well, as easy as it ever gets) and
the genuine Moaroe shocks means it rides
wonderfully smoothly. Looks and feels built to last
and to withstand the rigors of teenagers. Great for
smaller adults, too. Various other models and
styles are available. Buy a good lock for it, though.
Go to www.jeepbikes.com for stockists.

Fun factor: vvv/vv/
Parent Approval: <<

price can you put on entertained twins?

& Fun factor: vvv/vv/
L 2 pavent Approval: 444

v
gISCOVER DOME, HOBERMAN

Designed by Chuck Hoberman,
architect of the 2002 Winter
Olympic medal’s plaza arch, an
origami-like structure mirrored in
these concertina domes for kids.
Themed images unfold as you open
it out, It seems it is irresistable to
put it on your head. Comes in
Dinosaur, Nature and Space.
Chayden Sovocool (left) and lan
Ogilvie, both 7, thought them less
entertaining than the sports stuff,
but parents-felt it was the kind of

resent that would prove more
interesting after the thrill of the toys
had gone. Makes an interesting and
educational alternative to a book.

Fun factor: v/v/
Parent Approvals 44

SING & SWING CLIFFORD, SCHOLASTIC,
s2099 "

The Big Red Dog answers to your claps with
barking, a wiggling tongue, special phrases
(“You're my best friend”) and also sings and
dances, Had the kids dancing along, and the
recognition of Clifford from books and TV made
hin a hit. For ages 3 and up.

Fun factors vv/v
parent Approval:

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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PASSWORD ROOM 1 '~ #5800 3 SPIDER-MAN &

CONTROL, RADICA, ™ * FRIENDS, TOY

$2999 s , $7.99-519,99
The webbed

Kaitlyn Bourne, 9 (right)
loved it. The voice recognition
center prevents anyone but the
owner from turning bedroom
lights, radios or TV on or off.
Kaitlyn reported that all hex
friends have put it on their
list. Anyone 8 and up will
want one. Parents liked the
idea (though nosy siblings
won't) though noted it needs
a three-prong socket.

wonder is a must-
have this year, and
again proved that
sometimes simple
things are the best. -
‘Was much admired
thanks to great color and posability.
Parents felt that it was a great stocking
Istuffer, but that some moving parts
(notably those Spider-Man fired)
could easily get lost. For ages 3 and up.

Fun factor: vv/vv/

Fun factorz vv/vv/v/
A parent Approval: 44+

Parent Approval: 4444

KASEY THE KINDERBOT,
FISHER-PRICE, $64.99

Not as instantly appealing as the
cuddly toys, but kids soon warmed to
Kasey's prompts. Comes to life witha
smile, realistic speech, electronic
display screen, moving head, waist,
arms, hands and eyes. Kids learn
through interactive games and activities
that teach school-ready skills —
numbers, counting, shapes and colors.
Comes with a cartridge to teach Spanish.

Parents liked the fact that there are
additional software cartridges available
in learning areas such as reading, math
and science. A little on the pricey side,
though. For ages 3 and up.

Fun factor: vv/v 7/
Parent Approval: &4+

Named Best of New York by Vogue, Allure, New York Magazine & Citysearch
| TR oasis day spa

One Park Avenus
{bet. 320d & 33rd), NYC

Union Square
108 E. 16th Street, NYC

212-254-7122
www.nydayspa.com

Massage ¢ Body Wraps
facials » Anti-Aging Skin Care
Nail Care ¢ Floatation Spa
Robert Stuart Hair Salon
Waxing © Yoga @ Nutrition
Acupuncture e Pilates

Wishes Fulfilled This Holiday Season
at oasis day spa

Housecalls e Chair Massage
Special Events o Gift Certificatos
For Men & Waman

RADIO RESCUE PLAYSET,
MATCHBOX, $20 -

Just goes to show that sometimes
the oldies are the goodies. The box
was opened to cries of “Wow, coolt”
and amassed a swarm of kids of all
ages. Kids can chase imaginary bad

ys and announce the action over
the working microphone, Probably
the biggest hit of the day! Parents
loved the price. Warning: May cause
sibling rivalry.

Fun factor: vvvv//
Parent Approval: 44444

GRO TO PRO 3-IN-1
SPORTS TRAINER,
FISHER-PRICE, $2¢

| Tiger Schulmann's Karafe
Holiday Defense Pack.:lt = :
includes a gift certificate for
two private lessons, karate”
uniform and ‘introductory
video all boxed up for $39!-

1-877-54-TIGER

Some restiiclions aoply..Call for delails.
Offat vaild while supplies 1ast

CJ-5 MOUNTAINBOARD, JEEP,
$99

Not a skateboard, but more of a
snowboarder for the streets, Kids loved
the lock of it, but found:it a fittle trickier
thanexpected to ride. They were a little
wary of putting their feet in the straps,
too. Older teenagers will love its
rugged look and cool pose factor. For
6 an()i up. (www.jeepmountainboards.
com|

Fun factor: vvv

‘| one was eager

- what it promises. The

Another hu%e hit. This
ly ripped

from the box and,

amazingly, also delivers

machine pitclies a small
plastic football, a baseball
and, if {ou tilt it to the
floor, shoots out hockey
pucks. Two adjustable
speeds, and the faster one

" is quite challenging, Has

gone on to provide lasting fun. Parents
approved of the price and the idea of getting
e kids outside.

] Fun factors vvv/ /Y
P t

arednl
K3 Approval:
Ldedeied

Parant Approval: 44

SOLUTION BASKETBALL, $75 & DOUBLEWALL
XPLOSION LONG BARREL BASEBALL BAT, BOTH BY
WILSON, $150 s e e

Two rather pricey sports

£ items, both of which were
enjoyed by the kids. The
NBA choice of basketball,
for lots of technical reasons,
¢ is really grippy and soft. The
! baseball bat is long and light.
Kids definitely felt both

would improve their game. Parents felt that they would fork
out the money if they had a child with a serious interest in
either sport. Go to wwwawilson.com for stockists.

Fun factor: ///
Parent Approvals <44

Unless otherwise noted, toys featured here are available from the usual
suspects: Toys R Us, Target, walMart, K-Mart, department stores and toy stores.
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...and the best of the rest

0 The Grappling Gro-
Bots: Two motorized
robots in one box are
designed to interact with
one another. $49.95. The
Glo-Bots robot glows in
the dark and is also
asscmbled by a child.
Appox. $35 to $40, Sold at
Liberty Science Center,
NJ.. and specialty retailers.

0 SpongeBob is the
coolest, as any kid knows.
.Spongies are in the shapes

. of characters SpongeBob
and Patrick, that magically
expand into full form when
put into water. Ages 3+,
$2.99.

0 Another big favorite this
bie “Bank with

a personalized, animated
display; and more. Ages 4 +,
49.99, -

A
0 The Bratz Stylin’ Salon
‘N’ Spa’is a full-service
beauty salon that includes
everything needed for a
day of beauty — a hair
salon, a manicure/pedicure
station, a cosmetic counter,
a Jacuzzi, and a smoothie
‘n’ cafe bar! Real Glitter!
Ages 4+, $49.99.

O Baby’s First Winnie
The Pooh & Friends:
Each Disney character is
made of soft polar fleece
for your child to cuddle
with and each has a rattle
inside. $10. All ages.

3 Best-Lock
Construction Toys are a
line of plastic building sets
with everything from
military-construction
building block sets to a
spectacular football
stadium (ages 8 to 88),
plus special, limited
edition aircraft carrier and
battleship sets (limited
edition sold only at
K.B.Toys). Prices range
from $2.99 to $49.99.
(www.best-lock.com).

0 Yu-Gi-Oh! Trading
Game Booster Pack
Collectors Tin is based on
2 Japanese cartoon. This
extremely popular card
game is designed to
increase the complexity
and power during monster
dueling matches. Upper
Deck. Ages 8 to 14. $19.99 to
$24.99.

O Care Bears: This year is
the 20th anniversary of the
cuddly stuffed Care Bears
and American Greetings is
releasing a retro line with
an updated look. Along
with Jumbo Plush and
Beanie Plush, Care Bear

* Rodriguez{above)
. ‘tried out this-at-home

Plush comies in a variety of
sizes and styles (from $7 to
$40). One of the top 10 toys
chosen by Toys R Us this
year.

0 200-Piece Art Set:
Fanatastic! Includes 24 oil
pastels and watercolors, 30
thick and thin markers,

PIVIT BOARD, PIVIT,
$79-399. :

Our resident "
snowboard expeit Ji

"-board designed to help *
youléarnto o L™
snowboard; sharpen
skills and ‘exercise. You
slide back afid forth-on
the board. |

“Hockey players use
similar contraptions to
rehab injuries, and for
physical therapy in
general,” said Juan. "It
wor't make'youan -
expert snowboarder,
but it certainly can help
imgrove your balance
and reaction time, both
a plusif you're learning
to snowboard. You'li ;

robably find it easy to
earn (it didn't take me
long to Jearn a couple - -
of tricks’on it.) But
with a little practice
anyone can learn to
ride it.” .

For details, go to .

www.gopivit.com

drawing pencils, 48
crayons, sketch pad,
sponge; and more. In a
handy carry case. Set.
$19.99. Available only
through the 2002 JCPenney
Christmas Catalog. To
order call: 1-800-322-1246.
Or www.jcpenney. com.

0 Clue: Scooby-Doo
Board Game: The
memorable cool canine
from the 1970’s is still
man's best friend. Collect
the right clues, make the
right deductions and solve
the Scooby-Doo mystery in
a haunted'mansion. Ages

8 +,$34.95.

0 Superman Vintage
Watch: What better way
to celebrate the macho
man of steel's 40th
birthday this year than
with his handsome
collectible vintage watch
by Fossil, $95. For ages: 8 +,

0 Curious George: This
literary monkey character
created by Margaret and
H.A. Rey, is stitl loved by
millions who have followed
his adventures with the
man in the yellow hat for
the past 60 years. Curlous
George Sequined Box
and Tins with Candy are
$2.99 to $9.99. Wildkin
Curious George
Backpack is $34.95 at FAO
Schwarz, Barnes & Noble
or call 1-800-945-4150 for
retail locations.

0 “WHOO HOO!I"
America’s most popular
family is ready to be drawn
into USAopoly's library of
hit board games with the
new Simpon’s Pictionary.
Based on the original
Pictionary game, launched
in 1985, it plays like
charades, only on paper.
Teams have only 60
seconds to draw and guess
an answer from a library of
more than 2,000 Simpson-
themed phrases. Ages 10
and up. Fox Consumer
Products. $29.95.

Victoria Himelstein

Consider including a gift receipt with your present, so
if necessary it may be exchanged easily.
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his was a daunting experiment.
But we decided to dive in and
try it, hoping to learn more for

what we did.

- The kids

We chose to focus on children older
than 4, believing that they would be
.. more likely to evaluate the toys without
" bowing to parental pressure. They were
divided into three groups of about six kids
each: 7 and under, 8-9 and 10 and up.

future years. Here’s how and why we did

The test

Each group had 1%2 hours to play. We
watched, took notes and photographs
and asked them what they thought

. throughout the play time.

The toys

We contacted members of the Toy
Manufacturers of America and invited
them to donate toys they were willing to
have our experts test. Altogether, they
sent us aboit 500 toys, whith we divid-
ed into age-appropriate piles, following

B Dadsr o g S S

the manufacturers’ recommendations.
Some we opened, some we left in
boxes—we wanted to see if the packag-
ing attracted additional interest. For the
most part, kids played with the toys that
were open and available vs. those still in
the packaging. And who can blame
them? The unpacking process alone con-
sumed two adults for six hours, non-
stop. Several toys took 15 minutes or
longer to free from packaging—they
were taffed, twisted, glued and molded
into plastic and cardboard. The result

26 Cwicaco PaRent = Decemaer 2002

www.chicagoparent.com
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t’s toy time. There is no way to avoid
the December avalanche. No. matter
what holiday you celebrate, this is the
time where advertisers tell kids loud and
clear: “You want this toy, you have to have
it and you can’t live without.”

But what the manufacturers want children
to play with and which toys children will

actually enjoy are often two different things.

Parents know that. Stili, it’s not easy
when that means turning your back on a
toy your child really wants even if you
know it’s a “one-hour” toy—one that will

was an environmentalist’s nightmare:
five overstuffed recycling bins and three
garbage bags full of discards.

Each of our testers was allowed to
choose one toy to take home. The rest
were donated to the Back-of-the-Yards

neighborhood toy drive, run through Holy
Cross/ Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,
4541 S. Wood St. The Chicago church, in
a mostly Mexican and low-income neigh-
borhood, is at the heart of two alternative
public high schools, a day care center, a
food pantry, a parenting program, a men-

be opened, played with for an hour or less

toring effort, an employment center and a

.+ kid's cafe. For most kids, the thousands of
- toys handed out each year at the church’s

Christmas posada celebrations are the
only ones they receive.

Next time

If you have any ideas about how to
make this a better and more useful toy
test, please tell us. E-mail suggestions
and comments to SPedersen@wjinc.com
or mail them to Sandi Pedersen, 141 S.

Oak Park Av., Oak Park, II., 60302.

BY Susy SCHULTZ, CINDY RICHARDS AND SANDI PEDERSEN

and then left in pieces or parked perma-
nently on the top closet shelf.

Parents walk a line between bowing to
their children wishes and using their own
common sense. It gets even tougher when
children are taken in by the advertising
hype. . ‘
So, the staff at Chicago Parent decided to
bring together consumers and products.
We asked manufacturers to send us sam-

- ple of their hot toys. Then, we unleashed a

panel of experts—kids—to see how the
toys and the claims would stand up.
continued on page 28
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continued from page 27

Universal truths

We can make a few sweeping gener-
alizations:

a No child, no matter the gender or
age, including one 43-year-old dad,
can resist the remote control cars,
trucks and motorcycle. Some of the
ones with battery packs are disap-
pointing, because the packs run out
too quickly. At the %Q‘ end of the
spectrum, the “Guinfess World =
Records 2003 ($27.95) also is univer-
sally popular.

& No child, no matter the gender or
age, can resist the lure of Gamié Boy
Advance. We have only one game to
test, Sabrina the Teenage Witch
($29.99), but everyone wants a
chance to push the buttons. It is no
surprise, either, that the minute they -
pick up the handheld computerized
game, they are lost to everything else
in the room. They are not even sure
whether they’re having fun. After 15

_ minutes with the Game Boy Advance,

Emily Helle, 7, is asked, “Do you like
the game?” “Not really,” she says.
“Sabrina just chases the cat.”

Nichelle, Sofie and Katie try the cotton candy maker.

& Gender lines are clear. Boys gravi-
tate to the action toys. If they can
shoot it, crash it or pound it, they love
it. Girls are drawn to the quieter toys
with pieces and parts. They like put-
ting togethier, dressing and pretending.

& Barbie has universal appeal for
girls of all ages. It doesn’t matter that
Barbie is now a 43-year-old who can’t
decide on a career or persona, girls

’,

love her. This year’s Snmwummo: is
Rapunzel Barbie ($19.98). But, while

‘the doll has great appeal, some of the

games with her name on them—par-
ticularly Barbie’s Dance Party
($49.99)—rate a thumbs down from
the testers. i

B Excess is not appealing. It doesn’t
matter if your child tells you they
want more, more, more; they can be

|
]
|
_

oﬁgr&nﬂmm mmnmm with our room
?: of toys, some of the younger chil-
&mn walk @EmE\ into the pile and just
Mﬁm:m there, daunted by the sheer vol-
ume. The oﬁma kids, however, tackle
me task with systematic vigor: they
open. ‘each gww.. spend a minute or two
&:mnbm : and @EnE% Move o1

n P n#mmim excess is not appealing.
E ase, does a toy really need to be
E% ped in E%mﬁm and layers of plastic,
Q&mn ties mJ& cardboard? It took 20
EEEmm or longer—an eternity to a
nrmm._lﬂo release some toys from their
v—Wmﬁn prisons.

= mwﬁmnmw are key. We run through

‘a nw:o: of _umnmamm|mo:n AAs here,

anm Cs nrmnml_ummoa Wwe even arm
w= the toys. |

n <$§ s hot is sometimes not.
mﬁrmn.vznm rm marketing its “hot” new
SW OEnsz Dance Elmo, which retails
for %H@ 99, 8 ages 1% and up. All the
kids in our nmmﬁ gave Elmo a pass after
rmmﬁum the 'song once. Zachary Smith,
10, calls Qi Muppet in a chicken cos-
EB@ “ creepy. ” But it is a hit with the
o<mn.mo Q..oém and preschoolers. In
mm,nn it is 90 new addition to the
ngnmmo Parent office; the adults can-
not keep their hands off the little guy.
Ages 7 mzr Eam_,
Andrew }mnm 44, looks around
the room. He doesn’'t want his vamEm
to leave. There are just too many toys.
He nrbmm to his n_mm,m leg.




e

But after 1% hours of testing,
Andrew is a young man in control. -
Having overcome his initial disap- -
pointment at finding there would be
no toy guns to test, Andrew contents
himself with ¢ blue “water” balls -
from the Maxthbox Rescue Net Super-
Blast Fire Truck ($40). When his test-
ing time is done, Andrew doesn’t want
to go home to Grayslake and says to
his parents, Bob and Michelle, “1 like
this house, can we come here and Em%
again?”

Like Andrew, the other children in
our 7-and-under group take a few
minutes to get the concept. But once
they get into it, they play hard.

Sofie Pedersen, 5 of Oak Park, is a
girl who knows what she wants. She
sets up the Honey Bee Tree made by |
International Playthings ($14.99) and
looks for a partner to play this game,
which requires you to remove branch-
es from the tree without waking the
bees and dropping them into your
tray. v ;

Sofie also spends some time with
Barney’s Move ‘N’ Groove Dance Mat -
($29.99), but she moves on after
growing frustrated with the blow-up
Barney’s inability to stay inflated. She
is more taken with another PBS-
Emﬁﬁma toy, We Did It! Dancing Dora
the Explorer ($29.99). In theend, " -
Sofie abandons both Barney and Dora,
opting to take home Rapunzel Barbie.

- Kati Pedersen, ﬁ_.,ﬁ_ma~ Naomi Heinz, 11

,

. 4 L

- v o i ,,.
|

i

-

. she says.

Elizabeth Qmﬂmn.ocanlm\.\ of

: ,ngnmmo is really into Kasey the
. Eb&mmcoﬁ from Fisher Price ($64.99).

.H.rm toy is EmHWmﬁmm to ages 3 and up,
but ,Em o<mn.m crowd dismisses it as
too ?oﬂbm She also is enamored with’
mumdmﬁ Price’s wEmm Clues Mix ‘N’

.Zcm_n Studio @N@ 99), “because you

can listen to mEmE and make it too,”

Tess Fisher;: m of Qak Park, plays

- 'quietly among he chaos, changing the

Qo&% on Zw eline and HE:SW her
E.oEE in her horse and carriage.

Q.Em toy set gets pricey. The toll

‘ retails for mx 99; the outfits are sold

ma@mnmﬁmq moH. $9.99 or'more each and
9@ horse mmzm for $29.99) Later, Tess,
a ,canEm mmmgou designer, tries her
skill with <<ooaw5m kits ($14.99) that
&52 kids to/combine pieces of fabric,
a model and their imagination to
mmmumd clothes.
Zomw Jones, 5 of Oak Park, can’t
.ﬁmma himself away from Power Max:
Rescue Heroes, the Ultimate Robotic
<m?&m ($49.99). The remote-control,
Gmﬁm&rowmbzmm robot teams with the

YEmE old Rescue Hero action figures
-($12.99 each). Although several of the

En,*m notice the action figures, and

even admit that they love them, the

_ bo:.nmaoﬂm- control toys don't get a
+ second look when there are so many

T

and Kylie Pedersen, 10, test mm-gm.m_,omznm Party. - W : _n_ozn.z_:& on page 30




-003 Joury & Ang. ‘P

aSe Aue 10] opfoiq ® Anq NOA USYM B
-woyn woyy Aeme s£0) Surdoay

_ £q s1e1sIs pue SIaUio1q u&dzom e
prengajes 03 UIP[IYD .Mo%o oeaL m
’salqeq 10§

prezely uogemSuens e 9q pMod ASUL
*8u0] seyput 7T wey .&Q,E afe 1e)
sgutns @ s401 Tnd 103 YoIEM m

. o “Bupjoyp

pue UOHEIOHNS PIOAR O1 Lnonnﬁ pue
sSULNS 2A0WIDY "SMOq pPue SUoqqL
‘stoded ‘s3eq 118 %uvuoﬁ_ﬁ. pue s3uxd
-deam onsejd preasip A[ojerpaurui]

~ "PIYPD 913 0] Wl ureydxs wed
nok os nok 01 e3P 3q m,?oﬁ A,
A[[nyo1ed suondnUsul [fe pedy =
-opm3 © se UOHeULIOJUT JBY} SN

pUE SUONERPUSUINIOdAT 258 JAIS Jet

g a3e
IopUN USIP[IYD 10 SJUSuIRfe Sunesy

sfaqej 10§ JG0T 1apeas ﬁunﬂ eogm:

soad 3y} Eo¢ sdny ﬁmwmw;

PIM S£03 DINOD[d aseypmd jouo(m
. *sumod pue sa8pa dreys

pIOAR ‘g-988 JapUn USIPIY2 0 M |-

¢saud

snoioSuep alour “I[ews o3ul Yearq |

PINod 3t Jetp - ysnous Smiq dhserd
o3 ST ¢payoene A121nd9s ‘sas0U
pure sa£3 se yons ‘sired [rews 34
oIV “UONINNSU0d APIIS 105 00T m
.+ prezey Supjoyd € asod
PINOS AL, “ISISUIBIP UL SSYDUL ¥4 T
e Joews s1red (M 5501 proAe
‘pnowt Jrat) Ut s199{qo ind fns oym
URIP[IYD PUE SIS[PPO} ‘SIUEJUT I04 =
UAIpp.1o8unek 01:spIezey A1RJes
asod Aeur padtreape 0o} i€ Jet sAoL,
"PRYP 33O ToAD] IS2ISII PUE S[IRS -
‘sonmIqe ‘08¢ a1 ImS 03 8401 13RS ®
“[[oM SE U0 3Jes B nq- %401 y3u ot
1snf Jou puyy oA d[oY o3 UOISSTUIMIOD
£1a7eS 1NpOIY JPUINSULD SN
a3 wioyy 'sdyy £19jes SWOs Fe-319H

|
|

-oum Aefd 1oy Jo Tesp voo,m e

10 pasnooj fEeYPIN doay| 03 y8nous 1ng
‘ooed ouo ur dooy 0} YEN0)-—soLI0SSIIE
70 3501 © GIM SW0D SAQY SMI-SIqTeg
oI 3, ‘403 (66°0T$) SIPOd
AT[Od S Se [[oM Se “ISTJTes ssa, pajeu
Se} Py Jet OpIIS USISS( SUBPOOM
oy} M aum spuads aUg 'sko) 1919

-mb St yiM S]qeIICRIIO) ISOUI'st “red

YEQ J0 6 RIQQIH SPYPIN BUUY ]
“umo 197 sE uoferp a3 sidope pue
‘pouLiey St SYS-Teal [29] Jey S[eu

e a1es1 03 Sury Ajod 3yos e punore

podderm 1aqqru paImIXa) B SSUWIqUIO)
jet semnSy [ewUe Jo uona[j0d. prolq

® ‘(yoed 0§°0T$ 0} £§ Woxy) puek[ng .

woy sfewnry Aejdijos 213 01 suIng

S ;W 41949 IN0 SUBJLUS JoU W
ST 1, ‘sAes euuy ‘dn Swal -

. (IopIe IS B Sn_mﬁﬁmcm 103
Ued SpD{ J3p[0 10 SIMPE 31 JO SUON)
-ino soqLns Kpareadal ays uaym

parensniy Appmb st ayg Aqeouon -

oo umorys soUoNd 11 01 SPR{ SMOTe
" pue uoiswaa[) 2 oyt s3njd e
- sure8 Temia € (66'6¥$) T eqesed
AL A®[d 913 03 UO SIAOWI BUUY XN
i - -paumu st £01 94, TRUIS
-onsejd 3uruIng SANDUTSTP 1By TS
£31, usyM 200U SHNPE’Y], Te3Ns 1o
-Im pUED 010D Syeu! 01 AL PIIYd
" U0 usyMm JumdEeM are sympe ON I
weaw Loty pue ‘parmbar uoisiazadns

»3[Npe,, ABS SUONIP 3L *Apued uol .
<100 JO JUNOUT [[EWIS B 0}, 310M JO 10],

E 531 "(66°67$) IEIA ApueD uono)
axed Aseq a1 M Apued uono>—3ut
-Jea pue—3upfeur owm 19y spuads
. “jTed MO JO 6 ©[00q3Y BUUY
*S30p 31 JBUA SITIS USADJURIE ING HIOM
. +01 11 JUBM UAT PUBR-YRIV. '(S6°6€$)
| eoueApY Aog SureD 0} JUSUIGIENE
- Jopeay-a SOPUSIUIN-YIM SUIES HI0M
11 yeur. 03 Moy 2m3y wed—pyd
10 1NPR—oUO O UM APPIND sapey
- I0q 1sa11Ul JO SI0] SMEID (66°6V$)
. a8pamotny Jo SIYSIDY SN
YAV skes ,‘our op IR, UnTen
sAes fozour Aue jIOM JUOp SUNU
30 11V, Sunutoddestp WAy punoj
“pue 1sed ot ut sS40} {OBUOY 9101
. .. ey aAey Ay -Iets IUPE [[e Aou
" “emarazen Aejd-1sod- o ut Feie]

. WISt 335 0341 YIIOM 08 SJI,.-UME]
+"-3u01} 3f3-U0 $£01. 3 UMse1d ASEISHD

Blbe e -k i

“UnJe|N sAes ,Yser

IOTN U oY 1X9U ) puds 03 3pIsINO
- ysn1 Lot e (198red pue Aranteq
10 66°61§ snid ‘66°65$) 1oUUMYy 98pH

ofre], o pue (66+9$) PAD X-010W
SWBN-Y [0NUOD-310WST 04, 31 {PIM
paloureus os aIe Yjred yeQ Jo {ioq ‘s

. ‘uIsIopad oIV Pue ‘g ISysL] UeAl pue

oSeony) Jo'g ‘SLLIND-NALRD UNIEN

¢01201D) JO 6 ‘SeSIIA TesaD ‘sdoq Mmog

“JI 3Ie ‘sTed [ONUOD 310WAI SE [[aM

se ‘skoj uon>nNsuod 30 1-359g pue
syo|geSo Jeruns A1aa 9410891

“uonusie 10§ J9puarucd doj e y[us

ST 11 Toye] SY2am 110da1 SOPH A INq:

Appomb 1omod £1e11EQ JO INO SUNI 401
oyl “€p ‘qog :dno18 mo ur ppy 159331q
31 JO IILI0AR] SUTUISYMISAO 313 ST 3]
*sa[[oH S YIM uroy 03 03 spasu 40}
pefionuod-otpe1 snoiquydure paiamod
-Ire o ‘(A19m1Bq S]qRa3TRYDSI AP 10§
66'61$ snid ‘08$) YeIIA0H 33pH 9P
JeI) 20 ST 31 INO M A3 USYM
“UIM 01.§}D3SUT 1D9[00 NOA 1YM
‘sponpoid yoed Aq (0T$) sures preoq
e ‘jsSng js3ng isSng yim pondinut
osfe st yeoN ‘suondo [onuod oW1

67 28pd wo.lf panunuod

Bunso)
Aop

6-8/SebYy

A\



|
“Juaing 0Sooy) _L S&EL&:&S
51 12S.13pad 1PUDS PUD 4071P3 2IDIOASSD 5]
spDyoTy Apu1D G031p2 51 ZMYOS ?m

«s£o1 Buniy &Bm. Jons £poqou

Inq JesIno4 10§ shdy Ue11ad WMo 01

~ 3unirem dois fews noy,, ‘sppe 1reklg

Junj Lrenioe sem Jf, ‘po1 sAeg smoy

maj e puads o1 dem mgmn. ® 10U ST $40)

YIm saaJesInod Surpunorms ‘ea18e
sondays 19pjo a1 uons ‘Ite ut [y’

2 By u  IejoRIRYD

P sandy uonoe ‘(19s uonde ATIUIR]

10§ 66°¥C$) Axeren pny woy sopuag

pue ‘sfeuoerp pue soj8ue’ Susn

pIng 01 noA mofre pue 1oyados 11 1l

$00[q JudN[suRD YIm ‘sdunpderd

wol £03 UORINASUOD € “(66°61$)

Yury a1amunt YL :19mod Suifes

jomb pue eadde v:mumm ey Aatp

‘Axas 1Upie 4511 S[TUM ‘9SNEBIIQ Suon

-usul d[qeIouoy ue 193 3SOUI JO OML,
‘payono) 198 uaas J0u op sfoy awog

. ‘S AT JO 3ILI0AR]

B S3WI009q Gméw@ ‘ojerod 301] o

syIom 181 [[eq Zmb e ‘Iry-uonsend
say3isu[ [euonedNpy ‘Affeuy puy

Sures [egiood ¥207-389g s091d-Doyy
\ap “dn sdoay pue dn 5198 Y3V w
ke (BE HTE) AT
512132108 suoBe1 il pue ‘(66°6Z$
10§ S[TRIRI TR SYIq B pue 15[ 12401 E)
Jnessy aeumyn) oY) ‘s£o1 soojg-eFaN
" jo 9otoypd mou WM sIoy 1oy sAerd
os[e pmoD £oq plo-1eak-0f YL, &
-A101STY pUB AL ‘SImeIa
woy sauy| snourej ystuy s1efed a1eym
(s6°67%) sures pieoq e ‘Soury YsnuLd ST
PMOID OT-1OA0 ST URIM I JYIOUY a
-uourums pnod pryd parmyderus
A e Auo QESE_SW M Jle—Uo[s
-stur spij surexoid pue 10qos1 0397]
sty sprmq “anduwrod py3 o3ur INOH-aD
atp s3nyd ueaq Aed 1319mb 10j 193§
-12d st (66°65$) Eko,umvn:z 0897 uroy
$on0q4dg ‘uonuaaui 1s33e] 5,087
 'ssqe 401 U3 0JUr SpeM 01 U
123 3rem A1) SE 19§ Q1940 S IMm
uy 31q & S—A0] UOWIG IUIOMII[P 3
3O UOISI9A [eDISTIL B—A01 JTIONI[S
(66'¥Z$) 1nealg NroND SAUOL »
I s Surderd
pue 3urppnq smoy spuads pue suoy
afer 01 (66'+€$) 19s4eld ApseD apred

Jxourdeury 3y} $asooy? AIRYDRZ w
*dols 01 awy SI 31 IdUNOUUE

-am uaym weoid Loy, Aerd 1addnd’

1o Sunean pue adels oy dn Sumids
smoy om) puads “[Iaqezify pue syos
‘sSAL—1IBD 66°T1$ O3 66'Y$ WOy
-23uBI ‘5135 SAUWNISOI 03 JRYD[IYM

e woy ‘sdoxd sy1 pue ‘Yoes, 66'6$

are sanPUOLIeW 3} ‘66°6Z1$ St sdoip
yoeq d[qeadureydIuT YIm Jayesty dn

.-pjo} ap—~adixd ySnoyyyy “Sunsa: sy

1B WIng J1aty) saey sBurjqrs 19p[o IRy

aNIqMm $191591 1o3unof a1 STRNpuS

’ 139031}, 19ddng saBeishe|d w

. . pnput
£ayJ, "'wooz Supnsal ay1 JO seoyd 31

e S e

AR

‘123 Jo1u0d

2AEa] £31]1 S2UO UO-SNI0] SPD 3Y3 SACY.

M3J ® O UOOUSW [epads A8 9M
uuojs 3y} oYy

« Burpéue op
.. 3u0p A[pea1 A3t 1q ‘amd 531, 12d Lo

, DTuend? 1531e] 3 ‘(66°H1$-66LE)

s19d ORIl S AWO], 01 UMOP SqUNY) B
saard mw_ﬂumo spr{ 1a8umoA a3 a1 ‘;nq

‘1A SpusLL{ ay) (M Buore (66°S5)

‘saure8 pIed sqr] pey St S| SNAY
. . ) ‘sfes ays
919y Uy sourel pram awos a1k 1o,
*ST[R{s yiew pure aderiue[ S2I0JULRI 0
pousBisap st YdYM “(65°64$) PIPUPURH
" 19)S00gPpUIl SURI-A £q pareuDd

-3}0

wai e mm_n_:m 6 ‘seba|liA J8s)

B i

+ =sej S “9red ¥eQ JO ‘I1 ‘ZUlOH NUoEN

‘ *STED OO0 JIOUII

o yam ypeq ‘asudams ‘dn spus
pure uewdey N[ 3,ussop Areyoez-

002 sem 11 001 ‘o¥1q [oD

-U0D S10Wa1 AP Py | Ing,, ‘vewfey

Jo maynely sfes ‘Burduafeyd.

sem [, ‘pazuawsaut st sAoq Sumnod

.30 3ued v *(66°6+¢) sured uonde parel

-g BUSIV UBIARY M3U 3} pue aqnd
awen a1 4q pamy ‘sieisdn paread
-desIp aaeY “jred YO JO 11 ‘B[00q8Y
MIUNBIA pue ‘AreipeZ ‘SIymuesiy
«~91doad [ea1 fonuod pue ayeUI UBD
noA ssnesraq seures suruIls syl Jo [re
91 I,, “91LI0AR] B aTe saured yeinduiod
ey 2313e s20p INq s£01 JO IPqUINU
e soy1] pue Sumif1aas §159) Ak
. w31sAs aured oapia
® s1 28e styl 1e £03 B ST SIBY) dAe(
. am Sumql 15950 A, ‘JueArg sfes
«‘S£0) A Aerd Afrea1 3,uop Sm,, It Sut
-feyd smoy puads pue swoy awed ayy
ey Aot os “saniq ApodoN “(66°VES)
Areuondid suosduiis sy, jo swred
Sursnox e ur spS 3y 1sa1a1ur 03 3urdn

+ awm a2y puads “jted YeO Jo oq ‘€1

‘zonbIeIy 0dIN pUe ‘€T YIS Jueiig
‘sfoq 3y, ‘sp8 19pjo I3 Iof shol
auroy-aye; a1 se dn payoreus Appinb
are (66°ST$) BIALIL UOSPOEYIIN 31
pue (66°9T$) ULL B UT BIALL], SRUSLIY
3yl ‘pmox aured preoq e s{ Sy,
*100p HIOOIP3q JoY 0] ONS 1Uom
1 ‘ouroy prens wooy Ut 5193 ays
usym ‘Afpes ‘sredojran a ino dosy
TItM etf) UT[q 01 9P0D 181035 B 1IN0 S3In
-813 ays ‘souUTW QZ 1YY "SISISIS pue
1ey01q Aysad 19 Ino dosy 01 spasu
ays yeym Isnf st (66°61$) prenn wooy
YPOT-247 33 Yred YeQ JO OT ‘UISIAP

"onf) 104 ‘mEY] shes 4AzZeD s3I 9sneday,,

1Y € St ‘401 [0QUOD 3J0UIaI JSIoUuR
‘uouureys wooz, pue diz sJeNRA
"U9I08 3 UO d1qIed A1)
M Suore aduep 03 43no) 003 S31 puy
INq UOISIAl[S1 ot oaur 1 3nyd spnd 2y,
(66°6¥$) swren Lired aoued AL Aeld
a1qreq a3 ‘ISIMNIT “{ed YBO JO ZT
‘uas1apad ney su1odar  Tam 18Ul JIom
j.uop sdureis ay,, ‘papIedstp ApPmb
ST (66'¥1$) TIOP 9984 J9H SJRUM YL
‘UOISSTUI B U0 SPRY YT SA01/31]3 yoene
A9y “pmoId [eODLD JSOW A SI STYT,

*dn pue g} saby

)



Upy Wav.

e Kids love getting mail,
and what better gift than a
new magazine every
month? The Cricket
Magazine Group offers a
choice for every age:
Babybug, for ages six
months to two years, is a sturdy board-book magazmc with simple, charm-
ing pictures and stories; Ladybug, for ages 2-6, is a great introduction to
. reading; Spider, for ages 6-9, is filled with stories and activites, articles,
: jokes, puzzles, word games and more; Cricket, for ages 9-14, offers realistic
fiction, fantasy, genre tales, poems, and history, as well as recipes, science
experiments and much more. Ciceda, a new publication for ages 14 and up,
is a literary magazine for teens; fiction and poetry deal realistically and sensi-
tively with issues and problems of concern to teenagers. $35.97 for 10
issucs of Babybuy, 12 issues of Ladybug, Spider or Cricket, or six issues of

IDAVID MACAU[

inquisitive kids interested for hours, is glue a
at book, toy and other stores, $29.95.

" Cicada. Stbscriptions availablé at (800) 827-0227, or via www.cricket-
mag.com.

¢ Foosball has been ré*imagined for the new millennium by Lé/GO, which
updates the classic toy by adding a twist — kids get to construct the field.
In Championship Challenge, the nation’s fastest growing sport, soccer, is
the game. Kids agesseven and up build the field, then add the nets, balls
and goalies supplied. $49.99.

Yes, we all love LEGOs — but the "new block on the block"” is available
at a much Jower price and is compatible with all other brands of building
blocks..Best-Lock Construction Toys-offers regular building blocks as
well as 2 line of military-themed toys featuring battleships, planes, artillery
and more. These look and feel just like the more expensive brands, and at
$29.99 for a 700-piece set, $19.99 for a 350-picce set, and $9.99 for a
175-piece set, they just might make your holiday budget stretch further.
Available at Target, K-Mart, Penney’s, and Toys R Us nationwide.

ions include’ general tips"
5. of allegedly hazardot

* for' toy safery’ information and toy tcstmg crltcn
“available, Website uscrs can usc a site scarch: fun
-al information not available on the' toll
Rt foyhotling.ory. site, users can link to -other s
y b g ,c namc and Imks o manui

make this holxday scason the safest cver by mal
looked safety, mformanon widely: avallablc to

'“ablc to retailersa special flier with toy‘safcty tips
mauon -Also oftered: from TMA.is a 4TOY-SAF
rs, retailers, safcty orgamzanons parcnts’ an

WWW.parentskmow.com BigA
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This Fashion Wardrobe B'af:bie )
wears a glamorous shimmering -
outfit and comes with her own
closet filled with all the latest
fashions. She is among the toys
listed in a “Guide to Tays,” for
children who are blind or visually
" impaired. The booklet is a joint

- initiative of the American Toy
 Institute and the American

" Foundatiun for the Blind. For more

" jnformation, contact the institute
at (212) 675-1141 (www.toy-

* tma.org) or the foundation (800)
232-5463 (www.afb.org.) ~

( Building blocks

8
. CONSTRUCTION TOYS

+ /’!
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are always a
favorite gift and
they come in sizes
safe for little ones,
as well as more
elaborate sets for
olders kids (and
grown-ups!),

PHOTR'FROM
EST-LOCK

Technology is tops, but Barbie still rock

S w275
By PATTI MARTIN
Gannett New. Jersey

ake no mistake, technology
Mwill rule this year’s holiday
gift-giving season.

“We're living in a techno-logic
wc?}dg” says Jim Silver, publisher of
Toy Wishes, an annual publication
that looks at some of the best toys on

the market. “Kids need to be chal-’

lenged and entertained and that’s ex-
actly what technology can do.”

As it did last year, the magazine re-
veals what its experts are predicting to
be the “hot dozen” toys of the holiday
season. The list features: -

% Amazing Babies by Playmates.
Realistic animatronics and the ability
to recognize what they’re holding
make the babies seem life-like.
$39.99. Ages 4 and up.

+ Celebration Barbie Special 2000
Edition by Mattel. The first collectible

_Barbie of the new millennium, the doll

is the first in a series symbolizing the
holiday spirit. $36.99. Ages 6 and up.

e

< Potter Trivia Game by Mat-

g

tel. Everyone gets to test their knowl-
edge of Harry Potter’s world from

“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s’

Stone.” $49.99. Ages 8-dnd up. .

% Légo Championship Challenge by
Lego. They shoot! They score! Fast-
paced soccer excitement is building
with the new building set. $49.99.
Ages 710 16.

< Let's Pretend Elmo by Fisher-
Price. When kids pose Elmo in one of
five different positions, he'll talk, pre-
tending to be different things. $29.99.
Ages 18 months and up.

% PlayStation2 by PlayStation. Not
only doesthis next generation of video
game system play every original
PlayStation game, it 2lso plays DVDs.
$299.99. Ages 5 and up.

% Pokemon Gold and Silver games
from Nintendo. New adventures and
characters make Pokemon Gold aad
Silver contenders for nonstop e
Boy Color excitement this year.
$29.99. pgesSandup. ./

+% Sufer Poo-Chi by Tiger Electron-
ics. Super Poo-chi is a robotic dog that
is everything kids want in a best

oty

fidend. $69.99. Ages 6 and up.

% Toots the Train by Fisher-
Toots is a train with a sense of h
that responds to children’s vt
$54.99. Ages 2 and up. ,

< Top It by Hasbro. It's part |
sack, paddleball and Bop It, ar
completely wild. $19.99. Ages ¢
up. -
% Tucker the Truckbot by H:
Tucker’s funny personality will
him a child’s best friend when
tackle the sandbox. $39.99. A
and up.

< VMail by Toy Biz. The VMai
radio waves to send voices to
VMails up te 100 feet away. $20.
8 and up.

Besides the “hot dozen,” Toy W
also provides a review of more
500 toys in 25 different categorit
cluding action toys, dolls, educat
toys, puzzles, special needs anc
toys.

a
Toy Wishes ($4.99) is availal
newsstands, For dealers check ww
wishes.com



Tots, kids and teens
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$299) is offered by Target, Best
Buy.and Software Etc., loca-
tions. Also at Babbage’s Software
at Southlake Mall and Electronic
Boutique at Perimeter Mall.

~ LEGO, Rokenbok
LEGO toys are still the buzz,

but check out the new, highly

innovative LEGO toys: LEGO

“Mindstorms for both adults and .

children. These new toys let the
user design and program real
robots that move on their own..
Vision Command ($99) enables
robots, in conjunction with the _
Robotic Invention System, fo see
and react to light, color and
motion through a LEGO digital
camera. Or check out the Dark

Side Developer Kit ($99), which
lets users develop Star Wars- '
inspired inventions; and the
LEGO & Steven Spielberg Movi-
eMaker Set ($179.99) which
includes a camera and editing
software so kids can create their
own movies.

Also for techies, Rokenbok
Toy Company has turned tradi-
tional building blocks into, a jaw-
dropping smart toy. These
clever toys include building
blocks and remote controls to

make the cars and othier vehicles |

move into action. Find the
Rokenbok Monorail Start Set
($199.99) at Playing In. The
Clouds Inc., in Duluth. While
this toy is suitable for children

‘ages 5 and up, men without
. children buy these hot remote-
" controlled building sets for

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

themselves.
" Looking for simpler building
blocks? Best-Lock Construction
Toys are-easy on the budget and
are interchangeable with other
building block brands. Sets
retail at $29.99 for a 700-piece
set, $19.99 for a 350-piece set
and $9.99 for a 175-piece set. -
Find Best-Lock at Target,
JCPenney, K Mart, Wal-Mart
and Toys R Us stores.




