
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Electronic Filing System. http://estta.uspto.gov

ESTTA Tracking number: ESTTA446858
Filing date: 12/16/2011

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Petition for Cancellation

Notice is hereby given that the following party requests to cancel indicated registration.

Petitioner Information

Name Marriage Alive International, Inc.

Entity Corporation Citizenship Tennessee

Address 2025 Madison Grove Lane
Knoxville, TN 37922
UNITED STATES

Attorney
information

Howard S. Hogan and Veronica S. Root
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC, DC 20036
UNITED STATES
hhogan@gibsondunn.com, vroot@gibsondunn.com, pto-cc@gibsondunn.com
Phone:202-887-3539

Registrations Subject to Cancellation

Registration No 2469933 Registration date 07/17/2001

Registrant English, Cynthia
520 E 72nd St Apartment 5H
NEW YORK, NY 10021
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Subject to Cancellation

Class 016. First Use: 2001/02/20 First Use In Commerce: 2001/02/20
All goods and services in the class are cancelled, namely: series of books featuring suggestions for
planning dates and special events, such as holidays, birthdays and other special events, and daily
planners

Grounds for Cancellation

Abandonment Trademark Act section 14

Registration No 3519954 Registration date 10/21/2008

Registrant English, Cynthia S.
4018 Farmview Road
Kinburn, K0A2H0
CANADA

Goods/Services Subject to Cancellation

Class 041. First Use: 1998/09/04 First Use In Commerce: 1998/09/04
All goods and services in the class are cancelled, namely: Education and entertainment, namely,
providing information on-line regarding entertainment ideas for special times and outings



Grounds for Cancellation

Abandonment Trademark Act section 14

Attachments Great Dates Cancellation.pdf ( 5 pages )(100791 bytes )
Exhibits A-D.pdf ( 39 pages )(3598198 bytes )

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by First Class Mail on this date.

Signature /veronica root/

Name Howard S. Hogan and Veronica S. Root

Date 12/16/2011
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

_____________________________________
  
MARRIAGE ALIVE INTERNATIONAL, 
INC., 
2025 Madison Grove Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37922, 
 

Petitioner, 
 
 v. 
   
CYNTHIA ENGLISH, 
4018 Farmview Road 
Kinburn K0A2H0 
Canada, 

Respondent.  
_____________________________________ 

 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
Cancellation No. 
 
Registration No. 2,469,933 
Date of Issue:  July 17, 2001 
 
Registration No. 3,519,954 
Date of Issue:  Oct. 21, 2008 
 
Subject Mark: GREAT DATES 
 
 

 
 

PETITION FOR CANCELLATION 

Petitioner, Marriage Alive International, Inc. (“Marriage Alive”), believes that it is or will 

be damaged by the continued existence on the Register of Registration Nos. 2,469,933 and 

3,519,954 (the “Registrations”), registered to Cynthia English (“English” or “Respondent”), and 

hereby petitions to cancel the Registration pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1064.   

As grounds for this Petition it is alleged that: 

1. Marriage Alive is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) marriage and family educational organization with 

its principal place of business at 2025 Madison Grove Lane, Knoxville, TN 37922.   

2. Upon information and belief, Respondent English is an individual with a mailing address of 

4018 Farmview Road, Kinburn K0A2H0, Canada. 

3. Marriage Alive is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization, founded in 1983, dedicated to 

providing resources and training to help church congregations and community groups build 

better marriages and families.   
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4. The founders of Marriage Alive, Claudia and David Arp, are authors of several books (over a 

million copies sold in more than ten languages) and award-winning educational programs.  

The cornerstone of their work is their 10 Great Dates program, which was first disseminated 

publicly through a book published in 1997.  Since then, the book has been adapted into an 

education program taught by churches, community marriage initiatives, and other groups 

nationally and internationally pursuant to a license from Marriage Alive.  The 10 Great 

Dates video curriculum was also published in 1997, and it has been used as a program 

continuously since then. 

5. Marriage Alive promotes these programs both through its registered 10 GREAT DATES 

mark (Reg. Nos. 3,380,524 and 4,048,323) and its common law GREAT DATES mark, 

which have been in continuous use since 1997.   

6. The Registrations at issue were registered on the Principal Register for the word mark 

GREAT DATES (the “Mark”) on July 17, 2001, claiming use in commerce in connection 

with a series of books featuring suggestions for planning dates and special events, and Oct. 

21, 2008, claiming use in commerce in connection with providing information online 

regarding entertainment ideas for special times and outings.   

7. A copy of the Registrations is attached to this Petition as Exhibits A and B and made a part 

hereof for all purposes.   

8. Registration No. 2,469,933 matured from the trademark application bearing Serial Number 

75,269,869 (“Application 1”), filed by English on April 7, 1997.  Registration No. 3,519,954 

matured from the trademark application bearing Serial Number 77,427,941 (“Application 

2”), filed by English on March 20, 2008.   
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9. Application 1 was filed based on English’s alleged use of the Mark in commerce for goods 

and services beginning on February 20, 2001.  Application 2 was filed based on English’s 

alleged use of the Mark in commerce for goods and services “as early as 09/04/1998.”   

10. Additionally, in Application 2 English represented and declared that, “to the best of his/her 

knowledge and belief no other person, firm, corporation, or association has the right to use 

the mark in commerce, either in the identical form thereof or in such near resemblance 

thereto as to be likely, when used on or in connection with the goods/services of such other 

person, to cause confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive; and that all statements made of 

his/her own knowledge are true; and that all statements made on information and belief are 

believed to be true.”     

11. English acknowledged in Application 2 that she was “warned that willful false statements 

and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 

Section 1001, and that such willful false statements, and the like, may jeopardize the validity 

of the application or any resulting registration.”  

12. Upon information and belief, English has abandoned both Registrations and has not 

continuously used the GREAT DATES mark in commerce. 

13. Application 1 was for a “series of books featuring suggestions for planning dates and special 

events, such as holidays, birthdays and other special events, and daily planners.”  See Ex. A.  

An independent investigation did not uncover any such series of books making use of the 

GREAT DATES mark and inquiries made to English and her counsel regarding evidence of 

such books did not result in the provision of evidence of such books.  As such, English 

abandoned Registration No. 2,469,933, because she ceased to use the mark without 

demonstrating an objective intent to resume use in the reasonably foreseeable future. 
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14. Application 2 was for “[e]ducation and entertainment, namely, providing information on-line 

regarding entertainment ideas for special times and outings.”  See Ex. B.  An independent 

investigation indicates that English registered a website—www.great-dates.com—in or about 

1998, but ceased to offer goods and services through the website, which remained “under 

construction,” in or about early 2005.  See Ex. C (letter with attachments).  English recently, 

in or about October 2011, resumed active use of www.great-dates.com, and she is currently 

selling pictures and caricatures through the website.  Nothing on the website currently 

provides “information [ ] regarding entertainment ideas for special times and outings.”  See 

Ex.  D.  Because English has not used the GREAT DATES mark as described in Application 

2 for more than three years, English abandoned Registration No. 3,519,954, as she has ceased 

to use the mark without demonstrating an objective intent to resume use in the reasonably 

foreseeable future.   

15. Moreover, English’s continued ownership of a website that was, and still partially is, under 

construction is not sufficient to demonstrate intent to resume use, and an independent 

investigation did not uncovered any such intent.   

16. Similarly, in response to repeated inquiries to English and her counsel for evidence that the 

mark was being continuously used by her in commerce, neither English nor her counsel 

provided any such evidence.  A copy of correspondence to English and her counsel regarding 

the GREAT DATES mark is attached to this Petition to Cancel as Exhibit C and made a part 

hereof for all purposes.  Ms. English and her counsel failed to respond to this 

correspondence.  

17. Marriage Alive is concerned that the continued existence of the www.great-dates.com 

website, as well as any potential future use as described in Application 1 and Application 2 
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of the GREAT DATES mark by English, may result in consumer confusion with respect to 

Marriage Alive’s own Great Dates mark.  For example, if Ms. English published a book 

under the title “Great Dates” with suggestions for dates, it would likely be confusing for 

consumers searching for one of Marriage Alive’s extensive Great Dates programs.  Marriage 

Alive promotes healthy dating within committed relationships and marriages and provides 

books and programmatic materials with suggestions on dates and other outings.  See 

Marriage Alive, Homepage available at http://www.marriagealive.com/; see also Have Great 

Dates, Homepage available at http://www.havegreatdates.net/.    

WHEREFORE, Marriage Alive respectfully prays that Registrations Nos. 2,469,933 and 

3,519,954 be cancelled.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Date:  December 16, 2011 

 
 

/s/ Veronica S. Root__________ 
Howard Hogan 
Veronica S. Root 
GIBSON, DUNN & CRUTCHER LLP 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone: (202) 887-3539 
Facsimile: (202) 530-9567 

 
















































































