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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE BE FORE THE 
TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 
____________________________________ 
      ) 
THE HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR   ) Cancellation No. 92054683 
ASSOCIATION, INC.,   ) 
      ) Reg. Nos.: 3,443,817 
   Petitioner,  )        3,447,638  
      )                      

v.                                 ) Marks: HNBF HISPANIC NATIONAL 
      )  BAR FOUNDATION and Design; 
THE HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR  )  HNBF HISPANIC NATIONAL 
FOUNDATION, INC.   )  BAR FOUNDATION IGUALDAD 
      )                 A TRAVÉS DE LA EDUCACIÓN 
   Registrant.  )  EQUALITY THROUGH 
____________________________________)  EDUCATION and Design 
 
 

REPLY TO PETITIONER’S MEMORANDUM IN OPPOSITION TO T HE HISPANIC 
NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION, INC.’S RESPONSE TO ORDER T O SHOW CAUSE 

 

Registrant The Hispanic National Bar Foundation, Inc. (“HNBF” or “Registrant”) hereby 

submits this reply to Petitioner’s Memorandum in Opposition to the Hispanic National Bar 

Foundation, Inc.’s Response to Order to Show Cause.  HNBF respectfully reasserts its position 

that it permitted the registrations at issue in this proceeding (“Registrations”) to be cancelled 

under Trademark Act § 8 because the marks in the Registrations had been abandoned and the 

abandonment was not made for purposes of avoiding the proceeding, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 

2.134 (b) and T.B.M.P. § 602.02(b).  Accordingly, judgment should not be entered against 

Registrant on the grounds of likelihood of confusion and Petitioner’s arguments to the contrary 

are insufficient. 

Specifically, Petitioner filed the Petition for Cancellation on October 19, 2011 on the 

grounds of likelihood of confusion and filed an amended petition for cancellation on the grounds 

of likelihood of confusion and abandonment on May 19, 2014.  The Registrations cover the 

marks depicted below: 



 

 

    

 

 

Prior to October 19, 2011, the filing date of the petition for cancellation, HNBF made a 

deliberate business decision to change the overall branding of HNBF and had already begun  

transitioning to a new HNBF & Design mark ( ).  See Zavala Declaration.  

Indeed, as depicted in the screen shot from its website on October 27, 2011 obtained from 

archive.org (see upper left hand corner) below, HNBF had already begun making changes to its 

website to incorporate the new design by October of 2011: 



 

A press release from February 14, 2011 posted on HNBF’s website at least as recently as July 

29, 2014 further demonstrates that HNBF was using the new HNBF & Design mark even before 

Petitioner filed its initial Petition for Cancellation.  See Chamblee Declaration, Ex. A.  However, 

residual historic uses of the marks in the Registrations continued into 2014.  For example, the 

press releases prior to February 14, 2011 that appeared on HNBF’s website at least as recently as 

July 29, 2014 depicted the marks in the Registrations. Id.  By December 10, 2014, the grace 

period deadline for filing its Section 8 declaration of use, HNBF had fully completed its 

transition to the new HNBF & Design mark (although vestigial uses of the marks in the 

Registrations may continue to be available on press releases and earlier brochures and documents 

which do not constitute bona fide use in commerce).  See Zavala Declaration.  As such, because 

the failure to file the Section 8 declaration of use was the result of a deliberate business decision 

made prior to commencement of the proceeding and not to avoid judgment, judgment should not 



be entered against HNBF on the ground of likelihood of confusion.  See Marshall Field & Co.  v. 

Mrs. Fields Cookies, 11 USPQ2d 1154, 1156 (TTAB 1989) (where registrant stated that failure 

to file Section 8 affidavit was result of deliberate business decision, judgment was not entered on 

the ground of likelihood of confusion).  Petitioner unsuccessfully argues to the contrary. 

Petitioner contends judgment should be entered against HNBF on the ground of 

likelihood of confusion, arguing that in August 2014, Registrant denied that it had abandoned or 

intended to abandon the marks in the Registrations in its Answer to the Amended Petition for 

Cancellation and affirmed it was using the marks in its response to requests for admissions.  

However, Registrant’s position that it made a deliberate business decision to abandon the marks 

in the Registration prior to commencement of this proceeding and its admissions in August 2014 

that it was using the marks are not inconsistent.  As discussed above, although Registrant made a 

decision to abandon the marks in the Registrations and began transitioning away from the marks 

as early as February 2011, in August 2014, certain uses of  the marks, including online in historic 

press releases and on other historic documentation continued.  See Zavala Declaration; See 

Chamblee Declaration, Ex. A.  Thus, it would have been inaccurate to state that Registrant was 

no longer using the marks in the Registrations, even though it had previously decided to abandon 

the marks.  Further, Petitioner alleges that Registrant’s statements are unsupported.  Registrant 

respectfully submits the Declaration of Paul Zavala in support of its statements. 

 In view of the foregoing, Registrant has demonstrated good cause and requests that    

judgment not be entered against HNBF on the ground of likelihood of confusion.   HNBF does 

not dispute that judgment may be entered against it on the ground of abandonment. 

 

 
      



Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: May 21, 2015   By:_/AKS/_____________________________ 

Anna Kurian Shaw  
Lauren C. Chamblee 
HOGAN LOVELLS US L.L.P. 
555 Thirteenth Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20004 
TEL:  202-637-5600 
FAX:  202-637-5910 

 
Attorneys for Registrant 
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation, Inc. 

  



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing REPLY TO PETITIONER’S MEMORANDUM IN 
OPPOSITION TO THE HISPANIC BAR FOUNDATION, INC.’S RESPONSE TO ORDER 
TO SHOW CAUSE has been served via first class mail to the following attorney of record for 
Petitioner: 

 
SCOTT W JOHNSTON 
MERCHANT & GOULD PC 
PO BOX 2910  
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402-0910 
UNITED STATES 
 

 
 

Dated:  May 21, 2015     _/LCC/_______________________ 
       Anna Kurian Shaw 
       Lauren C. Chamblee 
       HOGAN LOVELLS US L.L.P. 
       555 Thirteenth Street N.W. 
       Washington, D.C. 20004 
       Telephone: (202) 637-5600 
       Fax: (202) 637-5910 
  











7/29/2014 Hispanic National Bar Foundation

http://hnbf.org/ 1/2

Search

Newsletter Signup Twitter Blog

“ Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself. ”

John Dewey
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HNBF Names Alba Lucero Villa As
New Executive Director
WASHINGTON, DC - The Hispanic National
Bar Foundation (HNBF) is pleased to
announce the selection of Alba Lucero Villa as
its new Executive Director.

HNBF Advances Equality and
Education With Its Annual Law
Camp
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation
(HNBF) is hosting its annual Future Latino
Leaders Law Camp from July 12th through
July 20th in Washington, D.C.

HNBF Advances Equality and
Education With Its Annual Law
Camp
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation
(HNBF) hosted its ninth annual Future Latino
Leaders Law Camp from July 13th through
July 21st in Washington, DC.

HNBF Celebrates Contributions
Of Leaders At Annual Awards
Dinner
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation
hosted its Annual Awards Dinner and
Celebration on July 18, 2013, at The Ritz-
Carlton, Washington, DC.

News & Press Featured Videos

HNBF's Mission
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation's (HNBF) mission is to help Hispanics achieve their
potential through access to higher education and increase diversity in the legal
profession. We seek to create a culture in the Hispanic community where higher
education is the expectation rather than the exception.
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About Us

MISSION STATEMENT:

The Hispanic National Bar Foundation's (HNBF) mission is to help Hispanics achieve their potential
through access to higher education and increase diversity in the legal profession. We seek to
create a culture in the Hispanic community where higher education is the expectation rather than
the exception.
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History of HNBF

Since its establishment in 1985, The Hispanic National Bar Foundation (HNBF) has been led by
dedicated Hispanic attorneys who overcame the odds to become successful attorneys and
community role-models. Over the years, the HNBF has grown into a national organization
providing programs, scholarships, fellowships. conferences, and other resources and tools to
support and inspire educational achievement within our communities.

The Hispanic National Bar Foundation believes that knowledge and diversity benefits everyone. As
the U.S. Hispanic population increases in size and influence, the success of our students becomes
a matter of national significance. The HNBF recognizes that the lack of opportunities, role models,
information, and financial support often prevents many Hispanics from becoming leaders and
contributing their voices on issues that affect our communities. Our programs address those
needs by providing Hispanic students from high school through law school, with the tools and
resources necessary to ensure full and equal opportunity, just as the founding members had
envisioned.
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Board & Staff

THE HNBF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is unique because it has a working Board of Directors made
up of lawyers from different fields, with different areas of expertise, based all around the country.
The board members hold multi-year terms and commit time and effort to helping the organization
increase its programs and grow its national recognition. In addition, the HNBF has six committees
to advise the Executive Director and staff in their respective areas.

Executive Director

Alba Lucero Villa
avilla@hnbf.org

Certified Public Accountant

Maribel Torres-Pinero, CPA
maribel@mtcpa.com

Web Server

Tivilon

Contact Us

Hispanic National Bar Foundation
Washington Office
1900 K Street NW Suite 100
Washington, DC 20006
P/(202) 496-7206

F/(202) 496-7756
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President's Welcome

Friends,

Welcome to the Hispanic National Bar Foundation (HNBF), where our mission is to empower
Hispanics to achieve their potential through access to higher education and increase diversity in
the legal profession. We seek to create a culture in the Hispanic community where higher
education is the expectation rather than the exception. The HNBF has been providing diversity
pipeline programs nationally for over 25 years.

We have a big vision for our work—equality through education. We are guided in our efforts by
our strong values of education, diversity, equality, empowerment, and access. Our major diversity
pipeline programs include: Future Latino Leaders Law Camp, Law Fellows, Project Access, Moot
Court Competition, and Securities Enforcement Course.

At the HNBF, our students’ success is our success. We are proud of those accomplishments and
look forward to the many successes yet to come. We know that in order to have longevity and
long-term success, we need the support of the community, as well as the financial support of
caring and committed individuals, businesses and corporate partners.

If you share our values and believe in our mission, we invite you to invest in our communities by
supporting an organization that is making a positive difference in the lives of so many Latino
youth and young adults. With your support, the HNBF can build upon our strong foundation and
reach even further to have an even greater impact.

Thank you for your interest in the HNBF. We look forward to your participation in helping us make
a positive difference in our Nation for generations to come.

Sincerely,

Mayda Prego 
President 
Board of Directors
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Staff

Executive Director

Alba Lucero Villa
avilla@hnbf.org

Certified Public Accountant

Maribel Torres-Pinero, CPA
maribel@mtcpa.com

Web Server

Tivilon

Contact Us

Hispanic National Bar Foundation
Washington Office
1900 K Street NW Suite 100
Washington, DC 20006
P/(202) 496-7206
F/(202) 496-7756
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- Mayda Prego - HNBF President

- Paul Zavala - HNBF Vice President

Board of Directors

The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is unique because it has a working Board of Directors made
up of lawyers from different fields, with different areas of expertise, based all around the country.
The board members hold multi-year terms and commit time and effort to helping the organization
increase its programs and grow its national recognition. In addition, the HNBF has six committees
to advise the Executive Director and staff in their respective areas.

Ms. Prego is a Senior Counsel in Chevron's Africa and Latin
America Exploration and Production Company in Houston,
TX. Her responsibilities include litigation, environmental,
corporate, and compliance matters. Before joining
Chevron, Ms. Prego was an attorney with Hughes Hubbard
and Reed LLP.

Ms. Prego earned her J.D. in 1992 at the University of
Michigan Law School where she was an editor of the
Michigan Journal of Law Reform. She is a 1988 graduate of
Yale University where she earned a B.A. in History.

Ms. Prego is experienced in complex civil and criminal
litigation as well as international litigation and arbitration.

She is an experienced trial lawyer having handled numerous trials in federal and state
courts. Ms. Prego is admitted to practice law in New York, Florida, Massachusetts, and
Texas. She is fluent in Spanish, and has intermediate skills in French, Italian, and
Portuguese.

Mayda Prego is the President of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation. From 2006-2008,
she served as the HNBF's Treasurer. Ms. Prego has also served in leadership positions
with the Hispanic National Bar Association including as the 2007-2008 National Vice-
President of Committees.

Ms. Prego is a 2006 Fellow of the National Hispana Leadership Institute based in
Washington, DC. She has completed executive leadership training at the John F.
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University in Cambridge, MA, and the Center
for Creative Leadership in Greensboro, NC.

Ms. Prego is a 2005 graduate of Leadership Miami sponsored by the Greater Miami
Chamber of Commerce. She is the Vice-President of the Board of Foster Care Review, a
non-profit based in Miami, FL dedicated to securing prompt, positive, and permanent
outcomes for children in foster care through case review and advocacy. She is also a
member of the Dean's Advisory Council of the Florida International University College of
Law.

Paul Zavala is a member of the General Motors Legal Staff
headquartered in Detroit, Michigan. He practices
environmental and energy law. Paul represents General
Motors before state and federal environmental agencies
and in major toxic tort class action lawsuits. Prior to his
current assignment, Paul was Group Counsel to GM's Buick-
Oldsmobile-Cadillac Divisions. As Group Counsel, he was
responsible for all environmental legal matters impacting
those divisions. Paul was also the first environmental
counsel to GM’s Saturn Corporation and assisted in securing
all environmental permitting for the new Saturn Complex in
Springhill, Tennessee. In 1992, Paul moved to El Paso, Texas
to become the executive-in-charge of GM's El Paso Office.

During that time, he worked primarily on matters related to the North American Free
Trade Agreement. His work resulted in General Motors and the Government of Mexico
executing the first national environmental audit program in Mexico. After his
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- Armando Castro - HNBF Treasurer

- Tami Lyn Azorsky

assignment in El Paso, Paul became a member of the Commercial Litigation Practice
Group and was litigation counsel to General Motors Worldwide Purchasing
representing General Motors in supplier and construction disputes.

Paul is very active in a number of civic and business associations and serves on various
corporate advisory boards. He is a volunteer teacher in the Detroit Public School
System's Street Law Program and is a founding member of the Juan Luis Tienda
Scholarship at the University of Michigan Law School. He serves on the advisory board
of New Futuro whose mission is to increase the number of Hispanic college graduates.
In 2008, Paul was awarded the prestigious “Lucero Award” from Latino Justice/PRLDEF.
This award is granted to a “guiding star” in the legal community who exemplifies
PRLDEF’s mission to help Latinos achieve their dreams. He is a magna cum laude
graduate of Eastern Michigan University with a Bachelor of Science in mathematics and
a graduate of the University of Michigan Law School.

He currently serves as Vice President of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation.

Partner, DLA Piper

Armando Castro is a partner in DLA Piper's Technology
Group. With a diverse practice; Mr. Castro's clients range
from formation stage to mature public companies. He also
represents the boards of directors, investors and
investment banks that invest and work with these
companies. His industry background includes renewable
energy technologies, industrial chemicals, synthetic
biology, energy conservation technologies, enterprise and
telecom networking technologies, wireless technologies,
electronics, software, cyber security, clean tech and

semiconductors.

He has represented clients in a variety of both domestic and international matters
including: public and private offerings, pre-public convertible security financings, Rule
144A offerings, mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, strategic alliances, licensing,
technology transactions and corporate governance matters. Mr. Castro is a Certified
Public Accountant.

Partner, Mckenna Long & Aldridge

Tami Azorsky is Chairperson of the Litigation Department
and a recognized expert in product liability, occupational
and environmental exposure, and environmental litigation.
Tami represents regulated businesses and government
contractors in trials and appeals of class actions, mass
torts, and environmental matters. Among her recent
significant matters, Tami led the team that successfully
defeated class certification in a case filed by current and
former workers alleging silica exposure during the drilling
of tunnels at Yucca Mountain, the nation’s then-proposed
repository for spent nuclear fuel. She was lead trial

counsel for a former Department of Energy contractor in one of the first and most
complex cases filed by a state seeking damages for harm to natural resources under
state and federal law. New Mexico v. General Electric Co., et al., 467 F.3d 1223 (10th Cir.
2006). She has brought successful contribution claims against the government for
recovery of environmental remediation costs for several major corporations. Tami’s
environmental practice includes existing and emerging issues. She frequently defends
companies facing personal injury, property damage and natural resource damage
claims arising out of distribution of products or contamination of air or ground and
surface water by a wide variety of industry chemicals, including PCBs, TCE, mercury,
arsenic, chromium, perchlorate, and radioactive materials. In addition to litigating, Tami
counsels government contractors attempting to comply with environmental regulations.
More than 25 years of experience has provided Tami with the skills to advise corporate
executives on navigating often contradictory government contract and environmental
requirements. Tami also counsels clients on best practices to satisfy government
customers or regulators in a way that avoids the situations that may lead to litigation.

Tami also represents her regulated clients in cases involving constitutional, statutory



7/29/2014 Board of Directors |  Hispanic National Bar Foundation

http://hnbf.org/about-us/board-staff/board-of-directors/ 3/5

- Barbara P. Alonso

- Richard Lorenzo

and regulatory issues in federal courts and before administrative agencies. She is a
skilled general civil litigator as well, representing clients in disputes over stock and
asset purchase agreements, real estate contracts, misappropriation of trade secrets,
and employee relations.

In addition to leading the Litigation Department, Tami serves on the firm’s Board of
Directors and is Chairperson of the firm’s Diversity Committee. She is a mentor for
attorneys at the firm and for law students through the Georgetown University Women
of Color Collective.

Barbara P. Alonso is a partner at Squire Sanders and
focuses her practice on international and domestic
corporate matters, including corporate and project
finance, debt and equity capital markets, and bank and
borker-dealer regulatory issues. Barbara has wide-
ranging experience advising clients on cross-border
transactions involving transportation,
telecommunications, hospitality, and other sectors,
supervisory and compliance counseling to financial
institutions and financial services firms on banking
regulatory issues and general corporate and commercial
matters.

Barbara acts for lenders in a wide variety of domestic and
cross-border lending transactions. Many of these

representations have involved sovereign and corporate borrowers throughout the
Caribbean, Latin America, Europe and Africa. Barbara often advises clients in the
energy sector, and has represented clients in diverse forms of multinational corporate
transactions involving renewable and conventional power producing technologies. Her
energy practice has historically been focused on Latin America, with a particular
emphasis on Mexico. She has regularly negotiated project agreements on behalf of her
clients including power purchase agreements; operation and maintenance
agreements; construction and development contracts; and fuel supply contracts.

During her tenure as assistant general counsel for Chase Manhattan Bank in New York,
Barbara supported Chase's Latin America capital markets business in connection with
bond issuances by sovereign and corporate issues in Latin America. Barbara also
served as in-house counsel for Nortel Networks (Caribbean and Latin America region),
where she handled telecommunications transactions.

Prior to attending law school, Barbara was a program officer (intern), at The Ford
Foundation in New York, where she worked closely with the program officers
responsible for designing and implementing the Foundation's initiatives to support
community organizations that address the needs/impacts of the Hispanic populations,
particularly in metropolitan areas with significant Hispanic populations.

Richard C. Lorenzo's practice focuses on international,
cross-border, and commercial litigation and arbitration.
Richard has broad experience in international litigation
and arbitration disputes representing foreign and
domestic clients in the United States, Venezuela, Brazil,
Argentina, Peru, Chile, Ecuador, Central America, and
the Caribbean. Richard has also handled numerous,
complex commercial international arbitration matters
in both English and Spanish before the International
Chamber of Commerce (ICC), the American Arbitration
Association, the International Centre for Dispute

Resolution (ICDR), and the Society of Maritime Arbitrators of New York. Richard's clients
include domestic and foreign multinational corporations that conduct business in
South America, Central America, and the Caribbean.

Richard has lectured and published extensively in his practice area. He is an adjunct
professor of International Arbitration and Litigation at St. Thomas University School of
Law and Stetson University College of Law. He also comments on international legal
matters in the national and international media and has made numerous televised
appearances on CNN En Espanol.
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- Jorge Mestre

Richard has resided in Brazil, Chile, and the Dominican Republic.

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE

Representation of Venezuelan petrochemical joint venture corporation in ICC
arbitration proceedings in Miami under Venezuelan law over disputes concerning the
construction of a $750 million plant in Venezuela.

Representation of major U.S. power company in ICC arbitration proceedings in New
York over disputes with joint venture partner concerning Dominican Republic joint
venture corporation.

Representation of Dominican power corporation in Inter-American Commercial
Arbitration Commission (IACAC) arbitration proceedings in Miami over disputes
concerning construction of major dock facilities in the Dominican Republic.

Representation of El Salvadoran telecommunications corporation in Spanish language
ICDR arbitration proceedings in San Salvador under El Salvadoran law over disputes
concerning inter-connect agreements.

Representation of major U.S. engineering, procurement, and construction (EPC)
contractor in Spanish language ICC arbitration proceedings in Buenos Aires over
disputes concerning construction of a power generation facility in Argentina.

PUBLISHED WORKS

"Does 'May' Mean 'Shall' in Arbitration?" International Law Quarterly, Vol. XXIII, No. 2,
The Florida Bar (01.01.2008)

Jorge A. Mestre—AV rated by Martindale Hubbell—
engages exclusively in a commercial litigation
practice, including international arbitration and
litigation. Reflecting the excellent reputation he
enjoys in the community, Florida state court judges
have appointed Mr. Mestre as a Receiver and as an
Assignee for the Beneficiary of Creditors.

A seasoned practitioner, Mr. Mestre has litigated
cases through trial in both federal district court and
Florida state court and has handled appeals before
numerous state and federal courts. His background
as a legal intern for both a United States District

Court Judge and a Florida Supreme Court Justice has given him an inside view into the
decision-making processes of the federal and state courts.

What’s more, Mr. Mestre has litigated domestic and international arbitration matters in
both English and Spanish, including an arbitration victory in Spanish. He has served as
a party-appointed arbitrator in a case administered by the International Chamber of
Commerce and in an ad hoc international arbitration—experiences that give him a
valuable understanding of how arbitration tribunals work. That understanding helps
not only in his work as an arbitrator but also as an advocate.

Knowing that the rules of civil procedure are fundamental to his litigation practice, Mr.
Mestre serves both on the Florida Bar’s Civil Procedure Rules Committee and on its
Federal Rules Standing Committee. As part of his committee work, Mr. Mestre authored
the Jurisdiction Chapter in The Florida Bar’s Civil Practice Before Trial Manual. Mr.
Mestre has also served as Vice-President of the Cuban American Bar Association and as
a member of the board of directors of the Dade County Bar Association, two of the
largest voluntary bar associations in Florida.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 26, 2013 

CONTACT:  
info@hnbf.org 
202-496-7206  
 

 

HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION NAMES ALBA LUCERO VILLA AS ITS NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON, DC - The Hispanic National Bar Foundation (HNBF) is pleased to announce the selection of Alba 

Lucero Villa as its new Executive Director. 

 
As Executive Director, Ms. Villa will have overall strategic and operational responsibility for HNBF's staff, programs, 
expansion, and execution of its mission. As the HNBF builds on its solid foundation of accomplishments and expands 
access to meaningful educational opportunities, Ms. Villa will lead the opening of a New York office to complement 
programs that are operating from HNBF's headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
 
Prior to joining the HNBF, Ms. Villa served as the Director of Programs for the Bickel & Brewer Latino Institute for 
Human Rights at NYU School of Law. She holds an undergraduate degree from Brown University, a Master's degree 
from American University and a Juris Doctorate from NYU School of Law, where she was selected as a Latino 
Institute Scholar. Ms. Villa has dedicated her career to advocating on behalf of the Latino community as an 
experienced writer, editor and civil rights advocate. Previously, she also has served as a fellow at LatinoJustice 
PRLDEF, The Washington Post and the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, and as the managing editor 
of Latino Studies as well as an Associate Editor for TRIAL, the flagship magazine for the American Association for 
Justice. 
 
“The HNBF is proud to welcome Alba Lucero Villa as our new Executive Director," said Mayda Prego, HNBF Board 
President. “Alba joins us at an exciting time of growth and brings a wealth of experience and expertise. Her 
enthusiasm and aptitude for advancing equality and access to education will help us ensure that we continue to 
positively impact the lives of Latino youth and strengthen our diversity pipeline programs. We are excited to have her 
on board and look forward to growing our programs and expanding the number of students who we reach.” 
 
“I am honored to join the HNBF and become part of a longstanding tradition to transform the lives of Latino youth,” 
said Ms. Villa. “As a product myself of the life-changing impact that access to exceptional educational opportunities 
can have, I am eager to work with the HNBF Board of Directors to cultivate today the Latino leaders of tomorrow.  I 
look forward to leading the HNBF in a new chapter of growth in which we will expand our ability to open doors and 
impact diversity in the legal profession by expanding our reach.” 
 
About the Hispanic National Bar Foundation 
 
Established in 1985, the mission of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation ("HNBF") is to promote equality through 
education. As a national organization, the HNBF provides programs, scholarships, fellowships, and other resources 
and tools to support and inspire educational achievement within Latino communities. We are guided in our efforts by 
our strong values of education, diversity, equality, empowerment and access. Our programs provide Latino students 
from high school through law school with the tools and resources necessary to ensure full and equal opportunity. For 
more information, please visit www.hnbf.org. 
 

# # # 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT:  
Cynthia Carrasco, Executive Director 
ccarrasco@hnbf.org 
202-496-7743 

 
THE HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION CONCLUDES ITS FIFTH ANNUAL 

FUTURE LATINO LEADERS LAW CAMP 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (July 16, 2009) — The Hispanic National Bar Foundation, Inc. (HNBF), 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to inspire educational achievement among Hispanics, 
concluded its fifth-annual Future Latino Leaders Law Camp. This free week-long program took 
place in Washington, D.C. from July 5 to July 12, 2009 and provided 20 high school students, 
with exposure to the legal profession and prominent Hispanic leaders.  
 
This year proved to be one of the most competitive with over 325 applications for just 20 seats in 
the class.  The twenty campers hailed from fourteen states and Puerto Rico.  The campers were 
rising high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors.   They all had an interest in learning about 
college, law school, and demonstrated an interest in helping their communities and building 
leadership skills. 
 
The program began with a leadership workshop led by Lt. Col. (Ret.) Consuelo Castillo 
Kickbusch, a recipient of the Hispanic Heritage Award, and when she retired, the highest-
ranking Latina in the Combat Support Field of the U.S. Army.  The campers spent the following 
day at Georgetown Law School where they learned about the benefits of pursuing a legal 
education, participated in  mock trial training, and received information about college financial 
aid.   
 
Throughout the remainder of the week, the students visited several governmental agencies and 
non-profits, including the Solidarity Center, the Federal Trade Commission, the Department of 
Justice, and the White House. With each visit, the students learned about how the law plays an 
important role in our society.    
 
At the beginning of the week, the Law Campers were assigned to teams and began preparing for  
a mock trial to be held at the end of the week which is the highlight of the program.  With the 
assistance of practicing lawyers from sponsor law firms and corporate legal departments, the 
Law Campers engaged in daily rigorous preparation leading up to the Mock Trial event. The 
students delivered excellent performances during the Mock Trials held at the D.C. Superior 
Court.  
 
The Law Campers stayed on the campus of Georgetown University and experienced college life 
under the guidance of four Law Camp counselors. These counselors, all of whom are current law 
students, played an integral role in both supervising the students’ experiences and mentoring 
them along the way. “We were extremely excited to host so many talented students and proud to 
provide them with a unforgettable learning experience,” said Mayda Prego, HNBF President.   
“With the commitment of our major sponsors like Walmart, we look forward to continue 
providing this Law Camp for future generations of young Latino leaders.” 
 
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is a Washington, D.C. based nonprofit organization 
founded in 1987. Believing that knowledge and diversity benefit everyone, the HNBF fosters 
educational opportunities and leadership through pipeline programs that provide Hispanic youth 
and adults with opportunities, role models, information, and financial support. The HNBF is 
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dedicated to supporting full and equal opportunity in the legal profession and legal education, 
fostering understanding of the American legal system, and increasing opportunities for Hispanics 
in the legal profession. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 18, 2009 
 
Contact: Cynthia Carrasco 
Phone: 202-496-7206 
Email: ccarrasco@hnbf.org 
 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER FOR THE HISPANIC 
NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION 

 
 

On July 9, 2009, the Hispanic National Bar Foundation (HNBF) hosted its Annual Awards Dinner at 
the Newseum in Washington, D.C. The Awards Dinner was held both as a tribute to current and future 
Hispanic leaders and to benefit the 2009 HNBF Future Latino Leaders Law Camp. The Masters of 
Ceremonies for the event were Chris Saldaña, a news anchor and reporter from Las Vegas, and Yarel 
Ramos, host of several programs on Mun2.   
 
Congressman Xavier Becerra was the keynote speaker for the event, which brought together over 150 
attorneys, students, and corporate leaders to celebrate the achievements of the HNBF during the past 
year. Congressman Becerra shared his personal story with the audience.  He spoke about the role 
Hispanics have had throughout this nation’s history and the role they have yet to play. Congressman 
Becerra provided inspirational comments to students and guests in attendance reinforcing the message 
that through hard work and education, Latinos can achieve their goals.   
 
Congressman Becerra reminded the students and guests to be proud of their roots.  “Congressman 
Becerra is an inspiration to our community. This event was a great way for our students to make 
connections and build relationships with Latino leaders, like Congressman Becerra, who believe in 
them, and have shown them that anything is possible,” said Mayda Prego, HNBF President. 
 
The evening began with a reception during which the law camp students and counselors had the 
opportunity to meet the distinguished attorneys, politicians, and business leaders who attended. Many 
of the guests were impressed by the way the students shook hands, introduced themselves, and asked 
questions about the guests’ careers and backgrounds. “This dinner was a great way for the supporters 
of the HNBF to meet and spend time with the students who benefit from our programs. These students 
will be the leaders of tomorrow” says Cynthia Carrasco, Executive Director of the HNBF. 
 
The evening continued with an awards presentation to honor three leaders in the Hispanic legal 
community: Manuel Medrano, an Emmy and Golden Globe Award-winning journalist and former 
award-winning Federal Prosecutor;  Marlon Q. Paz, Senior Counsel, U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission and President of the Hispanic Bar Association of the District of Columbia; and David 
Arroyo, Vice President of Legal Affairs, Scripps Networks, and Chairman of LatinoJustice PRLDEF.   
The HNBF also acknowledged Raul Tapia, a friend of the Foundation, who has been supportive of the 
Foundation and its programs.  
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The Hispanic National Bar Foundation believes that knowledge and diversity benefit everyone. Lack 
of opportunities, role models, information, and financial support prevent many Hispanics from 
becoming leaders and contributing their voices on issues that affect our communities. The HNBF 
provides tools and resources necessary to ensure full and equal opportunity for Hispanics to become 
leaders in the global community, thereby ensuring a brighter future for all. 
 
 

### 

 

 







[emailed]   
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
CONTACT: Magda Herrera 
magdamherrera@verizon.net 
202-496-7206 
 
NEW SCHOLARSHIP TO HONOR DUARD BRADSHAW, COMMUNITY 
LEADER AND FORMER HNBF PRESIDENT 
 
February 26, 2007 – The Hispanic National Bar Foundation, Inc. (HNBF) has teamed up 
with the Princeton Review to establish a new scholarship program for Hispanic 
undergraduate students.  The scholarship is meant to honor the late Duard Bradshaw, an 
HNBA member who was a co-founder and former president of the HNBF, who passed 
away last July.  
 
According to the HNBF’s current president, Luis Aguilar, "Duard's commitment to 
improving the Hispanic community's participation in the legal profession has been an 
inspiration to many of us.While many speak about the needs of the community and the 
problems faced by the community, Duard got busy being part of the solution.  He just 
didn't sit around waiting for others to act." 
 
The HNBF’s new scholarship program will provide another resource for Hispanic 
students struggling to finance their education. “For many Hispanics, there is a fear of 
taking out loans and being in debt, even if it’s for an education,” says Magda Herrera, 
Executive Director of the HNBF. A 2004 study by University of Southern California’s 
Tomas Rivera Policy institute found that 80% of Latino parents and 74% of college-age 
Latinos did not cite loans as possible sources of financial aid. According to Ms. Herrera, 
the low number of Hispanics seeking loans leaves them to rely on scholarships or full-
time employment while in school. “Hispanic’s are more likely to work than other 
undergraduate students, and with only about thirty percent seeking loans and only eleven 
percent obtaining a Bachelor’s degree, there is a clear need for financial support in the 
form of scholarships from organizations like the HNBF.” 
 
Because minorities score on average about 6 points lower than Anglo applicants on the 
LSAT, the HNBF partnered with the Princeton Review to establish a scholarship program 
that would provide Hispanic students with the opportunity to take an LSAT preparation 
course. “Many students don’t have the ability to pay thousands of dollars to fully prepare 
for this high stakes examination,” says Mark Gallegos, Vice President of the Hispanic 
National Bar Foundation. “We believe that with the opportunity to intensely prepare for 
this exam, Hispanics students can perform better.”  
 
The HNBF Princeton Review Duard Bradshaw Scholarship’s four winners will receive a 
Princeton Review LSAT preparation course valued at over $1000. The recipients will 



enroll in the Accelerated LSAT course in their home town. This course consists of 30 
classroom hours, 4 full-length practice tests, and it takes about 4 - 5 weeks to complete. 
Students will then take the September, October, or December 2007 LSAT upon 
completion of the Accelerated LSAT course. More information about Duard Bradshaw 
and how to apply for the HNBF Duard Bradshaw Memorial Scholarship is available on 
line at www.hnbf.org.  
 
In addition, to this new resource, www.hnbf.org has also added a scholarship page that 
allows students to search scholarship list to see what opportunities they are eligible for. 
Along with the new scholarship resource list, the HNBF website has created a new on-
line donation page called “Support the HNBF”, where individuals or corporations 
interested in supporting the HNBF Duard Bradshaw Memorial Scholarship or any of the 
other HNBF programs can use credit cards to donate directly to the HNBF.  
 
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
supporting full and equal opportunity in the legal profession and legal education, 
fostering understanding of the American legal system, educating  the public about matters 
of justice and equal opportunity in the study and practice of law, supporting the 
integration of Hispanics in all aspects of the study, practice, adjudication and instruction 
of law and the administration of justice, and increasing opportunities for Hispanics in the 
legal profession.  
 

### 

http://www.hnbf.org/
http://www.hnbf.org/


[emailed]   
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
CONTACT: Magda Herrera 
magdamherrera@verizon.net 
202-496-7206 
 
WAL-MART MAKES $150,000 COMMITMENT OVER THREE YEARS TO 
HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION 
 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA September 2006 – The Hispanic National Bar 
Foundation, Inc. (HNBF) announces that Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. has made a commitment 
of $150,000 dollars over the next three years to the HNBF. The HNBF is a Washington, 
D. C. not-for-profit tax-exempt educational foundation. The HNBF’s mission of 
charitable and educational efforts includes fostering understanding of the American legal 
system and working toward a national legal community that reflects the population it 
serves.   
 
The HNBF is focused on a number of activities relevant to the Hispanic community. In 
addition to working to educate the Hispanic community as to American legal system, the 
HNBF also works toward making sure that the Hispanic community has access to 
adequate legal services and that Hispanic Americans are appropriately represented in the 
legal community.  “One of our concerns is that enrollment in U.S. law schools has 
slipped for all minorities in recent years, particularly for Hispanics and African 
Americans”, explains Luis Aguilar, President of the HNBF.  “We address this issue 
through educational programs that target young Latinos and reinforce that education is 
fundamental, regardless of the chosen field, and support opportunities for Hispanic 
Americans that wish to enter into the legal profession.”  
 
 “Hispanics represent less than 3% of the total population of attorneys in the U.S.,” says 
Magda Herrera, the Executive Director of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation. This 
under representation is despite the fact that 42 million Hispanics live in the U.S., making 
up nearly 14% of the population. “Hispanics are better represented in fields like 
engineering, medicine, and accounting than they are in the legal profession. The situation 
appears to be  getting worse.” 
 
“Wal-Mart is proud to be a partner with an organization that shares our commitment to 
diversity,” says Alex Vasquez of the Wal-Mart legal department. “We are very 
supportive of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation and look forward to witnessing the 
positive impact of their educational  programs in the Hispanic community.” 
 
One of the HNBF’s  programs designed to expose young Latinos to the American legal 
system is the Future Latino Leaders Law Camp held each year at Georgetown University 
in Washington, DC. According to the programs developer and the HNBF’s Past 
President, Grissele Camacho-Pagan, the Law Camp is intended to, “bring high school  



students from all walks of life to the nation’s capital to gain an understanding and 
appreciation for our legal system.” During the program, students meet Latino lawyers, 
judges, political leaders, and other successful role models in the community.  

      
 

(CONTINUED)  
 
In addition, together with its sister organization, the Hispanic National Bar Association, 
the HNBF supports a National Mentoring Program which provides new attorneys and 
Hispanic students an opportunity to be mentored by experienced attorneys. This initiative 
is just one of  many programs the HNBF is developing to assist Hispanic youth and 
facilitate educational opportunities. The HNBF is also active in developing pipeline 
programs to increase minority law student enrollment, organizing mock trial 
competitions,  funding scholarships, and publishing educational materials. 
 
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
supporting full and equal opportunity in the legal profession and legal education, 
fostering understanding of the American legal system, educating  the public about matters 
of justice and equal opportunity in the study and practice of law, supporting the 
integration of Hispanics in all aspects of the study, practice, adjudication and instruction 
of law and the administration of justice, and increasing opportunities for Hispanics in the 
legal profession.  

 
### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
CONTACT: Magda Herrera 
magdamherrera@verizon.net 
202-496-7206 
 
GENERAL MOTORS MAKES $40,000 DONATION TO HISPANIC NATIONAL 
BAR FOUNDATION 
 
WASHINGTON, DC October 22, 2006 – The Hispanic National Bar Foundation, Inc. 
(HNBF) is pleased to announce that General Motors Corp. has made a contribution of 
$40,000 to the HNBF, a Washington, D. C. not-for-profit tax-exempt educational 
foundation. The HNBF’s mission of charitable and educational efforts includes fostering 
understanding of the American legal system and working toward a national legal 
community that reflects the population it serves. The HNBF is focused on a number of 
activities relevant to the Hispanic community, including a week-long law camp held 
every summer at Georgetown University in Washington, DC.    
  
“General Motors is proud to support the mission of the Hispanic National Bar 
Foundation,” said Paul Zavala, in General Motor’s Office of General Counsel. “Our 
company has always prided itself on its support of diversity. When we learned of the 
many activities being worked on by the HNBF, especially the great success of its Future 
Latino Leaders Law Camp, we thought it was a natural extension of General Motor’s 
commitment to the community.”  
 
 “Our law camp provides an opportunity for at-risk Hispanic students from around the 
Nation to come to Washington, DC and learn about the American legal system”, says 
Executive Director, Magda Herrera. At the Law Camp, students meet with US Senators, 
tour Embassies, speak to Hispanic attorneys, and attend court proceedings. “This program 
has changed lives,” stated Ms. Herrera. “After attending the Law Camp, students who 
initially decided not to continue their education because they didn’t think they had any 
other choices after high school are now applying to college and even thinking they might 
pursue a law degree.”  
 
“The HNBF has a number of initiatives to assist the Hispanic community and facilitate 
educational opportunities. The HNBF is also active in developing pipeline programs to 
increase minority law student enrollment, organizing mock trial competitions, funding 
scholarships, and publishing educational materials. General Motor’s support of the HNBF 
is a wonderful recognition of the importance of our work”, says Luis Aguilar, President 
of the HNBF.  
 
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
supporting full and equal opportunity in the legal profession and legal education, 
fostering understanding of the American legal system, educating  the public about matters 



of justice and equal opportunity in the study and practice of law, supporting the 
integration of Hispanics in all aspects of the study, practice, adjudication and instruction 
of law and the administration of justice, and increasing opportunities for Hispanics in the 
legal profession.  
 
In addition, together with its sister organization, the Hispanic National Bar Association, 
the HNBF supports a National Mentoring Program which provides new attorneys and 
Hispanic students an opportunity to be mentored by experienced attorneys.  
     

### 
***Photos Available*** 
 



 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
CONTACT: Magda Herrera 
mherrera@hnbf.org 
202-496-7206 
 
PhRMA BECOMES A $10,000 SPONSOR OF THE HNBF FUTURE LATINO LEADERS 
LAW CAMP  
 
June 21, 2007- PhRMA has donated $10,000 to the Future Latino Leaders Law Camp, a program 
developed by the Hispanic National Bar Foundation (“HNBF”) to provide 25 at-risk Hispanic 
high school students from around the United States of America with the opportunity to enjoy the 
culture and history of the Nation’s Capital while at the same time exposing them to the legal 
profession and prominent Latino leaders.  Additionally, these students will experience college 
life while staying at the Georgetown University dormitories. 

The Future Latino Leaders Law Camp will open with a leadership workshop headed by noted 
speaker and recent recipient of the Hispanic Heritage Award, 
Consuelo Castillo Kickbusch. “PhRMA’s support will provide these 
students with the opportunity to learn from Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.) 
Consuelo Kickbusch, who became the highest-ranking Hispanic 
woman in the Combat Support Field of the U.S. Army,” says Mayda 
Prego, board member and Treasurer of the HNBF. “The students 
relate to her because of openness in sharing her own personal story.  
Consuelo was born and raised along the border in a small barrio in 
Laredo, Texas, and grew up battling poverty and discrimination. But 
despite those odds, Consuelo has achieved career successes because 
someone opened the door for her to pursue academics.”  According 
to Lt. Col. (Ret.) Kickbusch, the values she learned as a child were 
reinforced throughout her career in the U.S. military, where she served for two decades. As a 
Latina officer, she broke many barriers and became the highest-ranking Hispanic woman in her 
field. Consuelo Castillo Kickbusch later retired from the military and dedicated her time to 
community leadership and now operates Educational Achievement Services, Inc. in order to 
motivate the next generation of leaders to achieve their own success.  

According to Marieli Colon-Padilla, the Director of Alliances, Affordability & Access in the 
Hispanic Alliance Development at PhRMA, students need to hear from role models like Ms. 
Kickbusch. “We are very excited to be able to help introduce students to a wonderful leader and 

mentor who has broken barriers and achieved a great deal 
of success in her life, Lt. Col. (Ret.) Consuelo Kickbusch. 
We think her message will only strengthen the Future 
Latino Leaders Law Camp program and we are happy to 
be able to support such a wonderful leadership 
workshop.” 



 

The students will also have the opportunity to meet foreign embassy representatives to learn 
about international relations and speak with experience attorneys about how they approach their 
cases. The Law Camp participants will also participate in a “Legislative Day” where they will 
have the opportunity to meet Hispanic members of 
Congress, staff, and lobbyist who work to create U.S. laws 
and policies. Additionally, students will also participate in 
a “Mock Trial” competition that takes place at the end of 
the law camp at the courtroom at the Georgetown Law 
Center. Students will receive coaching from their law 
student camp counselors and will be judged by prominent 
Hispanic attorneys and judges. Campers will be able to 
develop their critical thinking skills with an introductory 
course taught by distinguished law professor, Charles 
Calleros, of the Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law at Arizona State University. The Princeton 
Review will also review SAT skills with students and provide books to help them prepare for 
their college entrance exams. More information about the Law Camp and other HNBF programs 
can be found on the website at www.hnbf.org.  
 
The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is a non- profit organization dedicated to supporting full 
and equal opportunity in the legal profession and legal education, fostering understanding of the 
American legal system, educating the public about matters of justice and equal opportunity in the 
study and practice of law, supporting the integration of Hispanics in all aspects of the study, 
practice, adjudication, and instruction of law and administration of justice, and increasing 
opportunities for Hispanics in the legal profession.   
 

### 
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from our partners and sponsors.  
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Looking back at our accomplishments, we are proud to report that the HNBF has 

enjoyed an exciting period of growth and success.  Founded in 1985, the HNBF is focused on

empowering the Hispanic community through education and impacting diversity in the legal

 profession.  To meet these goals, the HNBF conducts programs to address deficiencies in the

diversity pipeline.  Building on a history of over twenty years, the HNBF is moving in a new

 direction with the goal of solidifying existing partnerships and forging new relationships to

 maintain the organization on a path of achievement.  

With an eye towards the future, the HNBF understands the importance to change and

adapt to meet the needs and demands of a new dynamic landscape.  Looking forward, the

HNBF is well-positioned for continued growth by building on a solid foundation of successes

and accomplishments. We continue to provide quality programming focused on providing

meaningful educational experiences as well as addressing the diversity pipeline issue.  

Our goal is to provide Hispanic students with the tools and resources they need to reach 

their educational goals.  

Our portfolio includes programs geared to supporting students at different stages in 

their academic careers.  The Future Latino Leaders Program has seen over 100 high-school

 students complete the program which is generously supported by our sponsors Wal-Mart, 

GM, and Southwest Airlines.  We increased our portfolio with the launch of two programs — 

the HNBF Law Fellows Program (supported by Comcast as Founding Sponsor), and the HNBF

Securities Enforcement Law Class in partnership with the FIU College of Law and a group 

of lawyers who are experts in the area of securities law. All of our programs have enjoyed

 resounding success and provided meaningful experiences for all involved.  

I am proud to serve with my colleagues on the HNBF board who are professionals at 

the top of their careers and have dedicated themselves to promote the mission of the HNBF.

We are all committed to strengthening the impact of our mission and look forward to more 

successes in the future.

Sincerely,

Mayda Prego
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Mayda Prego President

Chevron

Senior Counsel

Paul Zavala Vice-President 

GM Legal Staff

Corporate Counsel

Armando Castro Treasurer 

Reed Smith LLP 

Partner

Brigida Benitez Secretary 

Inter-American Development Bank

Chief, Office of Institutional Integrity

Tami Lyn Azorsky Director 

McKenna Long & Aldridge

Partner

Jessica Fredrickson Director

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 

Assistant General Counsel

Corporate Affairs & Government Relations

Richard C. Lorenzo Director 

Hogan Lovells

Partner

Marlon Paz Director

Inter-American Development Bank

Principal Integrity Officer

Carlos Singh Director 

Ernst & Young LLP

Senior Manager

Fraud Investigation & Dispute Services
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Walmart Foundation

Comcast Foundation

Chevron Products Company

Chevron Humankind

General Motors

Southwest Airlines

Pepsico

Bank of America Foundation

Verizon

Recording Industry Association of America

Kraft Foods

The Pharmaceutical Research & Manufacturers

of America (Phrma)

Union Bank of California

AT&T

Law School Admissions Council (LSAC)

Council on Legal Education Opportunity (CLEO)

McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP

Hogan & Hartson

O’Melveny & Myers

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

K&LGates LLP

Hunton & Williams

Cooley Godward and Kronish

Jones Day

Reed Smith

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Groom Law Group

Avila Rodriguez Hernandez Mena & Ferri LLP

Angones McClure & Garcia

Gerardo Sandoval

Roel Campos

Mayda Prego

Jorge Mestre

Armando Castro

Paul Zavala

Jessica Fredrickson

Brigida Benitez

The above list is representative and not all-inclusive.
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The HNBF provides twenty-five high school

 students from around the country the opportunity to

spend a week at Georgetown University in Washington

D.C.  learning about the value of pursuing a legal

 education.  The Law Camp also includes five law

 student counselors who learn skills in mentorship and

coaching early in their careers.   

Through the week, students receive  academic

instruction in trial practice and  advocacy and

 coaching from law professors, judges and seasoned

attorneys in preparation for a Moot Court competition.

Students also have the opportunity to visit  important

venues in D.C. such as the Supreme Court, Capitol

Hill,  Department of Justice, and the White House.

During the week, students learn about career possibili-

ties and interact with leaders in the legal profession,

government, and  judiciary.  More than 100 students

have participated in the  program.
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In 2009, the Hispanic National Bar Foundation (HNBF) launched its Law Fellows Program

with the  objective of increasing the number of Hispanic lawyers practicing in corporate legal

departments.  Because of the rapidly changing demographics in the United States, corporate

legal departments have recognized that  diversity in the legal profession is a best business

practice that they must promote.   The Law Fellows  Program is designed to address the

“pipeline” deficiency related to the lack of Hispanic lawyers at  corporate law departments.  

The Law Fellows Program will contribute to increasing diversity in corporate law 

departments by pairing Hispanic law students early in their legal careers with 

corporate employers.  The Law Fellows Program will provide participating law 

students with the unique opportunity to join a corporation’s legal department 

to focus on matters important to company business. 

In partnership with the Law School Admissions Council, the HNBF has established a

mentorship  program that consists of mentoring teams.  These teams are comprised of high

school, college, and law students paired with a practicing attorney. The teams meet four times

over the course of one-year, and  address  topics in education and discuss opportunities for

pursuing a legal education. The program was conducted in Los Angeles and Miami.
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The purpose of this collaboration between the HNBF, securities lawyers, and the FIU College of Law

is to increase the pool of available minority lawyers in the area of securities and financial regulation law.  

The course explores all aspects of the SEC enforcement process, from both the government and

private practitioner’s perspective. This course emphasizes the SEC’s procedures in first conducting an

investigation and then either settling or litigating an SEC enforcement action. Through selected examples

of significant enforcement actions, the course stresses the private practitioner’s counseling considera-

tions at strategic junctures in the SEC enforcement process, and the variety of actions available to the

SEC in different venues. The breadth of related remedies available in SEC enforcement actions is a

 particular focus, along with issues that arise in litigating SEC enforcement actions. The course examines

developments in self-regulatory organization enforcement and criminal prosecution of federal securities

law violations and is an upper level course available to second and third year students.   

Instructors of the course include Commissioners and senior staff lawyers from the SEC, senior 

law firm partners, former federal judges, and senior in-house lawyers to teach specific areas in the

 securities industry throughout the semester.  The access to leaders in the securities field provides 

a unique experience for student participants and is critical for shaping the leaders of tomorrow to face 

the challenges facing the industry.  Students who complete the course will have a competitive edge 

seeking employment in securities law having developed a strong understanding of securities

 enforcement as well as built a significant professional network in the field. 
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Programs & Partnerships

The Hispanic National Bar Foundation believes that knowledge and diversity benefits everyone. In
order to provide the tools necessary to ensure full and equal opportunity for Hispanics to become
leaders in the global community, the HNBF facilitates programs throughout the year.

Future Latino Leaders Law Camp

A week long program to bring Latino high school students from around the United States and the
Latin America to the Georgetown University campus in Washington, DC to learn about the variety
of careers they can pursue with a law degree. At the camp, students have the opportunity to:

Stay on a University Campus in dorms with Law Camp Counselors
Learn about getting into college and what it will take to become a lawyer
Gain public speaking and negotiating skills at the moot court classes and competition
Meet US Senators and Representatives, policy makers, and lawyers
Visit the U.S. Capitol, Supreme Court, White House, Pentagon, and much more
Explore US courts and foreign embassies
Enjoy the sights of Washington, DC, including visits to museums, monuments, and city
attractions

Law Fellows

At the HNBF, we know that a successful company's greatest asset is its people. Today's workforce
and marketplace represent a dynamic mix of cultures, races, ages, and genders. For companies to
succeed in the global economy and be responsive to demographic shifts they must attract and
retain skilled employees who have different experiences and backgrounds.

The HNBF Law Fellows Program aims to increase the diversity in corporate legal departments. The
Law Fellows Program is a unique 8-week paid fellowship that places first year Hispanic law
students in corporate legal departments for 6-weeks with an additional 2-weeks at a law firm that
represents the company or at the company's government relations office in Washington, DC. 

Law Day Events

The HNBF has begun working with schools like Arizona State University Sandra Day O'Conner
School of Law and The University of Texas School of Law to establish one or two day programs to
help college students, high school students, and their parents to learn about educational
opportunities for Hispanics.
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Future Latino Leaders Law Camp

FUTURE LATINO LEADERS LAW CAMP

July 12-20, 2014 in Washington, DC

The 2014 Online Application Process is Now Closed.

Please direct any 2014 application related questions to hnbflawcamp@hnbf.org.

Download a Paper Application

The Future Latino Leaders Law Camp is a nine-day program run by the HNBF
in Washington, DC and provides selected Latino high school students with
the opportunity to learn more about the legal profession. Established by the
HNBF in 2005, the Law Camp offers students the chance to come to DC and
learn more about the college application process, meet influential Latino
leaders, and tour national monuments and various government agencies.

The Law Camp is offered cost-free! However, there is a non-refundable
application fee of $50 (fee waivers are granted based on demonstrated need)
and the cost of transportation to and from DC may be required. The HNBF is
committed to working with accepted applicants and their families to ensure their ability to attend.
Please do not allow the cost of transportation deter you from applying.

This is a fantastic opportunity for Latino high school students who are interested in law to travel to
Washington and connect with their peers from across the country as well as meet other successful
Latinos. View the map to see what cities our Law Camp students have represented.

Deadline to apply: March 15, 2014.

An application is considered complete when we receive in our office the following:

1. Completed online (or paper) application including uploaded resume and two essays (view
essay topics here)

Postal Mail the following:

2. Signed Rules & Regulations Form
3. Two letters of recommendation
4. Official high school transcripts
5. $50 non-refundable application fee, or a completed fee waiver application form

Eligibility

In order to apply and participate, you must meet the following criteria:

Be a high school student entering your sophomore, junior, or senior year, or be a recent
graduate in the summer of 2014
Have an interest in learning about law school and becoming a lawyer
Be a U.S. citizen, legal permanent resident, or be a legal U.S. visitor with a valid visa and
passport
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- What Is The Law Camp?

- When And Where Is The Law Camp?

- What Do Law Camp Students Do?

- Who Is Eligible To Apply?

Have a demonstrated interest in helping your community and building your leadership skills

What students say about the Law Camp

"The best part about the Law Camp was the people. The students, the presenters, and the
staff made the camp one of the most amazing weeks of my life. Hearing the success stories
of people from similar backgrounds as me has inspired me, and showed me that the legal
field is an amazing place for Hispanic people." L. Alvarez, 17
"[The Law Camp] changed my mind completely about entering college. At first I wasn't sure
about going to college but now I am and I will go to college." J. Lopez, 16
"I am really interested in pursuing criminal law and political science after hearing the success
stories of so many Latinos who overcame impossible odds." J. Guillen, 16
"[The Law Camp] has helped me develop many skills that will be useful. The Camp has
definitely convinced me that I want to become a lawyer." A. Rosario, 16

Want more information?

Contact our Executive Director, Alba Lucero Villa at avilla@hnbf.org.

Want to help us promote the Future Latino Leaders Law Camp?

You may also download the tri-fold brochure here.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS)  

The Future Latino Leaders Law Camp is a week-long program that provides 25 to 30
high-school students with the opportunity to learn more about the legal profession.
Students will travel to Washington, DC and stay at a University campus. Together with
their Law Camp Counselors, students will visit various government buildings and
offices and meet with lawyers, judges, and officials of the United States government.
They will also have the opportunity to attend sessions on the legal profession and
participate in a Mock Trial Competition, in which different students will play the part of
an attorney as part of a legal team.

The next Law Camp will be held from Saturday, July 12, to Sunday July 20, 2013 in
Washington, DC. Student housing during the Law camp will be on the campus of
American University.

Below is a list of sample activities from the previous Law Camps.

Visit the Supreme Court, Department of State, U.S. Capitol, Pentagon, Department of
Justice, DEA Museum, White House and other government agencies
Tour the monuments and visit the National Archives and view the US Constitution and
Declaration of Independence
Visit foreign embassies to learn about international law
Take courses taught by current law professors, to learn more about what a law school
class is like
Be part of a Mock Trial legal team
Learn from experienced attorneys about how they approach a case and prepare for oral
argument and cross examination
Attend workshops on college and law school admissions, financial aid, scholarships and
internship programs
Participate in a Kaplan workshop to learn strategies for improving performance in the
SAT.
Attend the HNBF Annual Awards Dinner and Ceremony with lawyers from around the
country

In order to apply and participate, you must meet the following criteria:

mailto:avilla@hnbf.org
http://hnbf.org/media/3729/HNBF_Future_Latino_Leaders_Law_Camp_Brochure_312.pdf
http://www.american.edu/
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Be a high school student entering your sophomore, junior, or senior year, or be a recent
graduate
Have an interest in learning about law school and becoming a lawyer
Be a U.S. citizen, legal permanent resident, or be a legal U.S. visitor with a valid visa and
passport
Have a demonstrated interest in helping your community and building your leadership
skills

- Is There A Minimum GPA Requirement?

- My Parents Aren't U.S. Citizens. Can I Apply?

- I Am In Eigth Grade But Will Be In High School This Summer. Can I Apply?

+
I Am Really Interested In Learning More About The Law Camp, But I'm Not 100% Sure I Want To
Be A Lawyer. Should I Apply?

- Why Should I Consider Applying?

- What Do You Look For In An Applicant? What Makes Someone An Outstanding Applicant?

- Who Should I Ask To Write Me A Letter Of Recommendation?

Yes. In order to apply and participate, you must have a GPA of at least 2.5. If your GPA is
lower than a 2.5, please do submit your application with an explanation outlining your
academic performance. We will consider all applications received.

Yes. Each participant, however, must be a U.S. citizen, legal permanent resident, or a
legal U.S. visitor with a valid visa and passport.

No. The Law Camp is open to high school students entering their sophomore, junior, or
senior years or recent high school graduates. In our experience, students who are
sophomores or above get the most out of the Law Camp experience. Eighth graders, we
hope you'll apply in the future!

Has anyone ever told you that you are great at arguing or that you are a good story-
teller? Do you like to learn about new things? Have you ever wanted to know more
about what lawyers do, besides what you see on TV? If you are curious about becoming
a lawyer, the Law Camp might be right for you. The Law Camp is an excellent
opportunity to travel to Washington, DC, learn more about the legal profession, and
meet influential and successful Latinos.

The HNBF does not use a one-size-fits-all formula in deciding to accept an applicant.
We will consider your application as a whole -- including your academic background,
essays, personal background, interest in the legal profession, and any leadership
experiences you have. We look for your potential as a future Latino leader and
demonstrated interest in the content of our program.

The best letters of recommendation come from teachers, supervisors, or others who
know you well and can attest to the quality of the work that you do. This might mean,
for example, a teacher whose class you earned an 'A' in, or it could mean a supervisor
from a part-time job. (On the other hand, teachers/supervisors who do not know you
well, close friends, and family members are almost always a poor choice for a letter of
recommendation).
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- What Is The Cost?

- Who Can I Contact For More Information?

- I'm Ready To Fill Out An Application. How Do I Apply?

- When Is The Application Deadline? When Will You Notify Me Of Your Decision?

- Where Do I Send My Application Materials?

Due to the generosity of our sponsors and donors, there is no cost to students to
participate in the Law Camp. However, applicants must pay a non-refundable $50
application fee, unless a waiver of this fee is requested and granted. Students are also
responsible for arranging transportation to Washington, DC. Do not let the cost of
transportation to DC deter you from applying! Upon your acceptance to the program,
we are committed to working with you and your family to ensure your ability to attend.

For more information about the Law Camp, contact our Executive Director, Alba Lucero
Villa at avilla@hnbf.org. More information is also available on the HNBF website. 

The 2014 Future Latino Leaders Law Camp application may be completed online. You
must create a user ID and password to complete the application and return to it if
incomplete. Why we strongly encourage you to submit your application online, you may
choose to complete and submit the paper version. Contact our Executive Director, Alba
Lucero Villa at avilla@hnbf.org if you have questions. Deadline to apply is March 15,
2014. An application is considered complete when we receive in our office the
following:

1. Completed online (or paper) application including uploaded resume and two essays

Postal Mail the following:

2. Signed Rules & Regulations Form
3. Two letters of recommendation
4. Official high school transcripts
5. $50 non-refundable application fee, or a completed fee waiver application form

The deadline to apply for the 2014 Law Camp will be March 15, 2014. If you would like
any of your materials returned to you please include a self-addressed, stamped
envelope with your materials. We will notify applicants by late April 2014.

Send your 1) official high school transcripts, 2) signed rules and regulations form, 3) two
letters of recommendation, 4) $50 application fee made payable to HNBF and if you
choose, the paper application to:

Hispanic National Bar Foundation
Attn: Law Camp
1900 K St. NW, Suite 100
Washington, DC 20006
E-mail: HNBFLawCamp@hnbf.org

mailto:avilla@hnbf.org
http://hnbf.org/media/3751/HNBF-2014-Law-Camp-Application-Form.pdf
mailto:avilla@hnbf.org
http://hnbf.org/media/3759/HNBF-2014-Law-Camp-Rules-and-Regs.pdf
http://hnbf.org/media/3756/HNBF-2014-Law-Camp-Recommendation.pdf
http://hnbf.org/media/3704/2014-Law-Camp-Application-Fee-Waiver.pdf
http://hnbf.org/media/3759/HNBF-2014-Law-Camp-Rules-and-Regs.pdf
http://hnbf.org/media/3756/HNBF-2014-Law-Camp-Recommendation.pdf
mailto:HNBFLawCamp@hnbf.org
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HNBF's Law Camp Counselors

 

Welcome! Thank your for your interest in becoming a Counselor for the HNBF's 2014 Future
Latino Leaders Law Camp Program.  Each year, the HNBF relies on four to six Counselors who are
responsible for mentoring and supervising the 25-30 students who participate in its Future
Latino Leaders Law Camp.

The Future Latino Leaders Law Camp was established in 2005 by the HNBF to provide Latino high
school students with the opportunity to learn more about the legal profession. The camp will be
held July 12-20, 2014 in Washington, DC and all participants will stay on the American
University campus. Students will visit various government buildings and offices where they will
have the opportunity to meet with lawyers, judges, and officials of the United States government.
They will also have the opportunity to attend sessions on the legal profession and participate in a
Mock Trial Competition, in which different students will play the part of an attorney as a part of a
legal team, coached by their Law Camp Counselors.

Selection Criteria

Please review the Camp Counselor Position Description and Head Counselor Description. The
HNBF relies on the following criteria in selecting Law Camp Counselors:

Current law student or recently earned a JD
Available to participate in Washington, DC for the dates of the Camp
Participate in two pre-camp orientations
Responsible adult, willing to assist and supervise high school students with Mock Trial case
and competition, willing to provide general mentorship to high school students
Prior experience working with youth and familiarity with DC are a plus

Why should I apply to become a Law Camp Counselor?

Law Camp Counselors have the chance to experience Washington, DC while mentoring high
school students who are considering law school. Counselors contribute their unique insight into
the legal profession as well as the college and law school application processes. Both our student
participants and counselors tell us the experience is mutually beneficial and enjoyable.

This week-long experience is not only a great way to inspire the next generation of Latino leaders,
but it is also a wonderful way for you to meet leaders in the legal community. Law Camp
Counselors have the opportunity to network with government officials, partners in major law
firms, and judges.

Moreover, the HNBF provides each counselor with a $1800 stipend upon successful completion of
the program. Counselors may be responsible for transportation to and from DC.

The Counselor's Experience

"I just wanted to thank you again for granting me the opportunity to be a counselor at the Law
Camp this summer. It was such an amazing experience. I loved every second of it and I cannot
explain just how much it meant to me. Being around the kids provided me with something that I
think I had been missing for quite some time and I know that I've come out a much better and
stronger person because of my experience." – Counselor, Obed "Tito" Morales, Wake Forest
University School of Law

"Being surrounded by future and present Latino leaders gave me a renewed sense of ambition
and humility." - Counselor, David Alvarez Nguyen, Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law at Arizona
State University

"Overall, I would say that the camp provided an invaluable experience for all. I plan to implement
the words of wisdom and personal lessons that we received that week." - Counselor, Eliana
Maruri, South Texas College of Law

How to Apply

Complete applications must be received by March 15, 2014. A complete application consists of the
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Counselor Applicant Information Form, a cover letter addressing the applicant's motivations and
qualifications for applying, two letters of reference, and a resume. Complete the Online Applicant
Information Form and upload your cover letter and resume. Letters of reference should be postal
mailed to 1900 K St. NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20006 Attn: Law Camp Counselor Position.
Or the letter may be emailed by the recommender to hnbflawcamp@hnbf.org

Want more information?

Contact our Executive Director, Alba Lucero Villa, at avilla@hnbf.org.
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Law Fellows

The focus of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation Law Fellows Program is to increase the number
of Hispanic lawyers practicing in corporate legal departments. Because of the rapidly changing
demographics in the United States, corporate legal departments have recognized that diversity in
the legal profession is a best business practice that they must promote.

In light of this business need, the HNBF has created the Law Fellows Program to promote diversity
in the legal profession with a different approach than existing programs implemented to promote
diversity in the legal profession. Several existing programs currently place minority law students in
a law firm environment for a traditional summer associate experience. Differently, the Law
Fellows Program will provide participating law students with the unique opportunity to join a
corporation's legal department to focus on matters important to company business. The Law
Fellows Program will also include a law firm component to expose the students to how law firms
handle legal matters for its corporate clients.

The HNBF selects first-year law students to participate in the Law Fellows Program. The program
includes training, professional development, and work experience in Washington D.C., and in-
house at the company's legal department.

The program runs in the summer months anywhere from 6-8 weeks. Each Law Fellow receives a
weekly stipend for participating in the program. Transportation cost from the student's home to
D.C. may be covered by the HNBF as well as transportation cost from D.C. to the company site, if
necessary.

The training and orientation component may take place in D.C. during the weekend before the
official start of the program. The training component consists of the Law Fellows participating in
sessions during the summer focused on legal writing and research, oral communications, and
negotiation skills.

The work experience component consists of the Law Fellow working in-house at a corporation's
legal department, and/or at the company's government relations/public policy office in
Washington D.C. working on legal and public policy matters important to the company's business,
or alternatively, at the D.C. offices of an outside law firm that provides legal services to the
company.

Special Thank You To The Law Fellowship Founding Sponsor:

And Thank You To Our 2012 Sponsor:

To learn more about the Law Fellows Program or to apply contact HNBF's Executive Director Alba
Lucero Villa at  avilla@hnbf.org.

 

2012 LAW FELLOWS

Karolina Murguia is a 2L at the University of Houston Law Canter. Karolina is originally from
Central Texas. She graduated from Rice University in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts in Hispanic
Studies and Policy Studies. She completed her Master of Public Health degree from University of
Texas Health Science Center School of Public Health in the area of Management Policy and
Community Health. Karolina has remained active in the Houston Hispanic Community and has
served on the Board of Directors of the Hispanic Health Coalition and has volunteered with the
Mexican American Bar Association of Houston. Karolina is interested in International law,
Immigration, and Health Care Law.
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Angela Bouliakis is a 3L at American University Washington
College of Law. She is originally from Miami, Florida, and a
graduate of the University of Florida.  Angela comes from a diverse
background. Her mother is Mexican and her father is Greek. She is
proud to be the first person in her family to graduate from college
in the United States and to attend law school. She enjoys
mentoring minority students by providing insight into what she
has learned as a first-generation student in the United States. For
the upcoming year she will serve as President of the Latino/a Law
Students association and as a member of the Immigrant Justice
Clinic. Angela's HNBF Law Fellowship placement was at the lawfirm

of Rivero Mestre LLP in Miami, Florida.

MEET A 2011 LAW FELLOW ALUMNI

Luis Gutierrez is a 1L at the University of Houston Law Center.
Luis acquired experience in the fast paced multinational oil and
gas industry with his HNBF Law Fellowship in Chevron's legal
department in Houston, Texas.When asked about the value of
his experience, Luis shared, "The Law Fellows program has
given me the opportunity to explore areas of law that I had not
previously thought about and now I'm taking an oil and gas
class. Chevron opened my eyes and I enjoyed the experience. It
made me realize that I can do this and be good at it."

As a summer Law Fellow at Chevron, Luis was able to apply his legal writing and contracting skills
he gained in law school to real life situations. "I got a crash course in international oil transactions.
It was an eye opener and a real education to see the complexity and the risks involved."

The greatest value of the experience for Luis was the mentorship.  "Learning from and having a
close relationship with my supervisor was invaluable. She shared professional and career advice
that I will never forget."  When asked, what he would tell others interested in becoming a Law
Fellow, Luis shared, "Definitely go for it! Don't think twice. It's a great opportunity to be in a setting
that you may not normally find yourself in--a corporate legal department. You get to interact with
very capable and accomplished attorneys--take full advantage of this mentorship opportunity."

Luisa Cardona is a 1L at American University Washington College of
Law in Washington, DC.  She was selected as one of the HNBF's Law
Fellows in 2011. Luisa's fellowship was at the law firm of Rivero Mestre
in their Miami, Florida offices. During her fellowship, Luisa reviewed
international cases; researched civil and criminal procedure for
international cases; and wrote memos for the attorneys. When asked
about her career aspirations after the program, Luisa shared, "The Law
Fellows experience opened a new career door for me in international
commercial litigation. I discovered a deep human base to the work and
I decided that it was something I wanted to pursue."

According to Luisa, "The most valuable aspect of the Law Fellows
program was the people I met--meeting so many Hispanics that were successful and in good
positions, who loved their work, and were giving back to the community."
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MEET A 2010 LAW FELLOW ALUMNI

Justin Carlson had the unique opportunity as an L1 to do a summer
fellowship at Chevron. During his fellowship at Chevron, Justin worked on
drafting contracts in Spanish. "I found this work to be really interesting; it
was invaluable to draft legal documents in Spanish because it's not
something I have the opportunity to do in my day to day life--everything I
do is in English." Mayda Prego, Senior Counsel at Chevron said, "The HNBF
Law Fellowship creates incredible professional opportunities for Latino
law students with the future impact of more diverse corporate legal
departments."

Justin's legal education had focused solely on domestic law but through
his HNBF Law Fellows experience he was exposed to international laws

and relations. "This was a rare opportunity that most L1 students don't get." Furthermore, Justin
conducted research on international laws and United Nations? laws and policies pertaining to
Middle Eastern countries. "After my experience working with Chevron, I believe I could have an
enriching experience in an international corporation. Going in-house is high on my list of
considerations."

Justin describes what was most valuable for him as a Law Fellow, "Being an HNBF Law Fellow sets
you apart from most first year law students. Having that on my resume, the contacts as
references, and engaging in the work I did, all combined has made me a more marketable
candidate in a competitive job market."

As an HNBF Law Fellow, Gabriela (Gabby) Gross Guinan, had the
opportunity to experience firsthand what it was like to work in the legal
department for a major telecommunications company. "Working for
Comcast really piqued my interest; now I plan to pursue my legal career
in telecommunications--it's a really exciting field to be in."

During her fellowship at Comcast, Gabby conducted legal research on
cyber security and privacy issues. In addition, to her six week
fellowship at Comcast, Gabby spent two weeks at the DC law firm of
Willkie Farr & Gallagher, LLP, a firm representing Comcast. During her
time at the firm she reviewed the Communications Act and identified
instances of discrimination and wrote a memo on what discrimination

looks like in the act.

Gabby leveraged her HNBF Law Fellows experience to gain access to even more opportunities.
"The experience opened doors for me and continues to do so even today. My fellowship at
Comcast helped me land my internship this past summer at the FCC."

Gabby describes what was most valuable for her as a Law Fellow, "Working in a corporate legal
department and law firm was an incredible experience. Getting both perspectives was invaluable.
Potential employers have been impressed by the opportunity that the HNBF Law Fellows program
afforded me."

As an HNBF Law Fellow, Rafael Perez experienced firsthand the pace and
day-to-day operations of working in a large telecommunications
corporation. In the Comcast legal department, Rafael conducted torte and
criminal legal research, reviewed federal regulations on the internet and
telecommunications, and improved his legal writing skills. In addition, he
was able to receive meaningful feedback on his work by experienced
corporate attorneys.

As a lawyer from Venezuela and a first year U.S. law student, he was able
to utilize his language skills to provide Comcast feedback on

advertisements targeting Hispanics and written in Spanish. He also ensured the advertisements
were compliant with applicable marketing laws.

Rafael's experience at Comcast gave him exposure to the professional life of corporate counsel
and it changed his career aspirations. "I used to want to have my own private practice but after my
HNBF Law Fellows experience, I want to do corporate work in international transactions. This
experience really helped me recognize my unique value as a Latino in a transnational corporation-
-a value that would not be as appreciated in a domestic corporation."

The HNBF opens doors to careers in corporate legal departments for Latino law students. When
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asked about the most valuable aspect of his HNBF Law Fellows experience, Rafael shared, "The
people I met, networking, contacts with mentors, interacting with successful lawyers and
successful corporate professions?and of course working with Comcast and the HNBF."

The HNBF selects only a handful of talented first year law students each summer for this unique,
paid fellowship. When asked what he would tell others who were thinking of applying to be a Law
Fellow, Rafael said, "I would encourage them so hard to apply. It was an amazing experience that
helps in the future and present. This experience will be valued by future employers and you're
going to be associated with a wonderful organization--the HNBF. And you will have fun."
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Annual Awards Dinner

Each year the HNBF acknowledges the outstanding achievements and contributions of Latinos in
the legal profession at our Awards Dinner & Celebration in July. The HNBF selects honorees in
Judicial Leadership, Academic Leadership, and Lifetime Leadership. When selecting candidates to
be honored, we seek leaders whose contributions exemplify the values of the HNBF including the
advancement of knowledge, diversity, equality, empowerment, and access. The purpose of the
awards are to distinguish leaders and corporations that advance our mission to help Latino
students achieve their potential through access to higher education and increase diversity in the
legal profession in their own unique way.

Date: Thursday, July 17, 2014 6:30 pm

Location: The Ritz-Carlton 1150 22nd Street, NW Washington, D.C.

Contact: Alba Lucero Villa| 551.482.8761|avilla@hnbf.org 

Sponsorship and Tickets

For information about Sponsorship Levels click here.

Individual ticket price: $250; government and nonprofit ticket: $175

Buy tickets online here:

Ticket Types
Regular Ticket $250.00 USD
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2013 Honorees

Margaret E. Montoya, Professor of Law Emerita

UNM School of Law & Visiting Professor

Department of Family & Community Medicine,UNM Health Sciences Center

HNBF Public Service Leadership Award

Carol Robles-Roman, Deputy Mayor for Legal Affairs and Counsel to Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg

HNBF Public Service Leadership Award

Hogan Lovells LLP

HNBF Corporate Visionary Award

Past Honorees Include:

2012

Claudio Grossman, Dean and Professor of Law, American University, Washington College of Law
(AUWCL)

HNBF Lifetime Leadership
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Clarissa Cerda, Senior Vice President, General Counsel, and Secretary, LifeLock

HNBF Latina Leadership Award

McKenna Long & Aldridge, Washington, DC

Corporate Visionary Leadership Award

2011

Honorable Ricardo M. Urbina (pictured above with HNBF Board Member Brigida Benitez)

HNBF Lifetime Leadership

Aida Waserstein

HNBF Judicial Leadership

R. Alexander Acosta

HNBF Academic Leadership

General Motors

Corporate Visionary Leadership Award

2010

Cruz Reynoso

HNBF Lifetime Leadership Award

Natalie M. Gomez-Velez

HNBF Academic Leadership Award

Judge Vanessa Ruiz

HNBF Judicial Leadership Award

Walmart

Corporate Visionary Leadership Award

2009

Manuel Medrano, an Emmy and Golden Globe Award-winning journalist and former award-
winning Federal Prosecutor

Marlon Q. Paz, Senior Counsel, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and President of the
Hispanic Bar Association of the District of Columbia

David Arroyo, Vice President of Legal Affairs, Scripps Networks, and Chairman of LatinoJustice
PRLDEF.

2008

The Honorable Kim McLane Wardlaw (United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit)

Professor Miguel A. Mendez (Adelbert H. Sweet Professor of Law, Emeritus, Stanford Law School)

2007

Norma V. Cantu (Professor of Law and Education, School of Law, University of Texas at Austin)

Andrew Crespo (First Latino elected President of the Harvard Law Review)
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Scholarships & Resources

POPULATION AND PURCHASING POWER GROWING, EDUCATION LEVELS
REMAINING STAGNANT

Latinos are a growing sector of the labor force. Our youth represents the fastest growing segment
of the U.S. population.

However, the achievement gap between Anglos and Latinos has increased. Latinos are still falling
behind whites with regard to dropout rates, graduation rates, and higher education attainment
rates.

In 2001, the Latino high school drop out rate was twice as high as the white drop out rate,
respectively, 8% and 4%. In 2003, only 52% of all Latino students graduated from high school on
time, compared to 72% white. The lack of a high school diploma can often shut out opportunities
for students as they enter the working world. Of those Latino students who do make it to their
high school graduation, only 7% attend college compared to 37% of Anglos.

These numbers indicate a harsh reality - Latinos are still facing huge barriers in educational
attainment. Only slightly more than half of all Latino college students receive their college degrees.
More than 8 in 10 Anglos who enroll in higher education succeed in obtaining a college degree.

LACK OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES OFTEN GREATEST OBSTACLE FOR LATINO
STUDENTS

As student progress through the educational pipeline, lack of financial resources seems to be the
greatest obstacle preventing Latino students from attending institutions of higher education. Mr.
McComb, publisher of Latin Business magazine says, "It's no secret that financial obstacles are
what keep many Latinos from fully pursuing a college education." More than 50% of Latino
students attend high poverty schools, where at least 50% of the population is considered poor,
compared to 28% of white students.

LATINOS LESS DEPENDENT ON STUDENT LOANS, FOR BETTER OR WORSE

Studies done on the Latino population demonstrate that 77% of Latinos feel that the greatest
obstacles in obtaining a college education are the cost of tuition and the need to work and go to
school. Luis Fernandez is a college student who has had to work and go to school. He says, "my
parents have always said, If you dont have the money to pay for it, then work for it."

HISPANIC NATIONAL BAR FOUNDATION CLOSING THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP

The Hispanic National Bar Foundation has been established to help close the educational
achievement gap by providing students with the financial support and academic guidance they
need to succeed. The links that follow, a scholarship list and a student's anecdote of how she will
finance her college education, provide students with information in regards to financing their
education.

*Data collected from U.S. Decennial Census; Pew Hispanic Center Study Latinos in Higher Education: Many Enroll,
Too Few Graduate and National Survey of Latinos: Education; L.A. Times Article Most Latino Students Spurn
College Loans; The Civil Rights Project at Harvard University Resegregation in American Schools and Why
Segregation Matters: Poverty and Educational Inequality; and Latin Business Magazine article New Scholarship
Fund Launched
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 College guide
How to navigate the college search and admission process



Admissions Tips

“Admissions officers are looking for quality not quantity. I have 
been actively involved in Turner Boxing Academy for three years: 
competing, coaching and volunteering. This demonstrates 
leadership, dedication and passion for my sport. Focus on what 
you love.”
	 	 	  -Joanna Perez, Law Camp Alumnus

Grades matter. With a general 

rise in college applications around 

the country, colleges look at 

grades now more then ever. Be 

sure to stay on top of your studies 

starting freshman year. 

If your school offers AP, Honors, 

IB, or any other type of advanced 

course, take them! Colleges love 
to see students who challenge 

themselves.   However, be sure 

not to overload yourself. 

If you are having trouble with a class, 

there are a variety of free resources 

you can use. Some schools have 

student mentoring programs and 

most teachers are willing to stay after 

school to help you. If this is not an 

option, use educational websites 
to your advantage! The internet is 
a powerful tool. 

Get involved in your school 

community starting freshman year. 

Use this year as a trial year to 

explore which activities you are 

passionate about and which you 

enjoy the most.  

Beginning sophomore year, 

dedicate yourself to a few, 

meaningful activities. Start to get 

more involved within these clubs, 

sports, or organizations. Colleges 
love to see leadership positions 
so be sure to seek out 
opportunities for advancement. 

Look for volunteer opportunities 
and ways to get involved in your 

community outside of  school. 

This shows you are a self starter 

and passionate about giving back 

to your community. Be sure to 
document everything you have 
done throughout high school! 

 Grades               Extracurriculars



Admissions tips

Figure out which standardized 

test is right for you. Most 

colleges require the SAT or the 

ACT in addition to SAT II subject 

tests. Do a few practice 
questions for each test to see 
in which you perform better. 
Consider taking both tests!

If you cannot afford study 

materials or a tutor, there are a 
variety of  free online 
materials and tutors that you 

can use!  The more you 

practice, the better you will get. 

Do not give up after you receive 

your first scores. Many 
students’ scores increase 
the second time they take a 
test. 

Each testing service offers 
fee waivers for students, so 
do not be discouraged!

Standardized Tests Essays

Essays are one of the best ways 

to increase the impact of your 

application. Start thinking about 

experiences you may want to 

write about at the end of your 

junior year. Even the smallest 
of  experiences can make a 
great essay, so do not be 
discouraged if  you cannot 
think of  anything right away.  

Brainstorm, write, and rewrite as 

much as needed!

Your essay should reflect 
something about yourself  that 
cannot already be seen in 

your overall application. Make 

sure your essay reflects your 

best qualities and why you would 

be a good fit for a college. 

 Write supplemental essays 
when you have the choice of  
submitting them, seize every 
opportunity to tell your story. 

Have others help you in the 

editing process and, be sure that 

you are completely comfortable 

with the essays you have 

submitted. 

“While standardized tests are necessary, they do not 

measure the intellectual capability of the test taker. Do 

not be discouraged, as this is only one part of the 

application process!”

	 	 	 -Christian Cordova, Law Camp Alumnus



Freshmen

Use this year as a testing ground for clubs and activities. See 
what you are most passionate about and dedicate yourself to 
those organizations. 

Be sure to start taking a few AP/Honors courses to get yourself 
adjusted to the curriculum of an accelerated course. 

       Sophomore

Start preparing for   
standardized tests! Use 
your PSAT results to see 
which areas you need the 
most improvement. 

Begin to seek leadership 
positions in your activities 
and stay involved in your 
community. 

Take a few additional AP/
Honors courses to show 
colleges that you are 
serious about your studies. 

           Junior

Study for standardized 
tests! You will take SATS, 
SAT IIs,  ACT, and AP 
Tests all in this year. 

Start making a list of 
colleges that interest you 
and plan visits!

Draft a resume for college 
applications and 
brainstorm of essay 
topics. Write the first draft 
of your essays before the 
end of the summer.

Senior 

Finalize your college list and final essay drafts. 

Retake any standardized tests in which you can improve your 
scores. 

Be sure to take a challenging schedule even though you may 
have completed your graduation requirements. 

TIMELINE 

Remember to have fun! Make the most 

out of your high school years.



The College Search

Major: 

Choosing a school that has a great 
program for your respective major is 
an important considerations. Start 
your college search off by 
researching schools that fit your 
academic and personal needs. Make 
sure your college is flexible with 
changing majors in case you change 
your mind. 

Size: 
Figure out if you would prefer a large 
school, mid sized school, or a small 
school. Each institution has 
something unique to offer, consider 
visiting a college in each setting to 
see what type of environment you 
prefer. 

Location:
Do you want to go to college right 
down the street from your house? Do 
you want to move across the 
country? Be sure to establish a 
distance length with which you and 
your family are comfortable. Also, do 
you want to live on a city like campus 
or a rural campus? 

Price: 
Cost of attendance can be a major 
factor when choosing which college 
to attend.  However do not be 
discouraged by high costs as most 
colleges offer financial aid. State 
schools can also be a more 
affordable option for eligible students. 

Employment & 
Graduate School 
Placement:
Look up the statistics for graduate 
school placement and job placement 
for all of your schools. Make sure that 
these percentages meet your 
expectations for the future.

Social Life: 
College is supposed to be an exciting 
time in your life! Make sure that you 
feel comfortable on campus and the 
overall social scene is a good fit for 
you. Ultimately, where you are most 
comfortable is where you will be the 
most successful. 

Requirements: 
Make sure you meet all the 
application requirements for each 
college. For some schools that could 
mean taking an extra math class or 
taking several SAT subject tests. 

7 Steps For Picking a College

“By following these simple steps, I was able to pinpoint 
which colleges were the best for me and my future 
career ambitions. I used these steps as a checklist 
when I was doing research.”
	 	 	 -Andrew Lopez, Law Camp Alumnus



about the foundation

Established in 1985, the mission of the Hispanic National Bar Foundation (“HNBF”) is to 
promote equality through education. Our mission is to help Hispanics achieve their potential 
through access to higher education and increase diversity in the legal profession. As a national 
organization, the HNBF provides programs, scholarships, fellowships, and other resources and 
tools to support and inspire educational achievement within Latino communities. We are guided in 
our efforts by our strong values of education, diversity, equality, empowerment and access. 
Since its establishment in 1985, the HNBF has been led by dedicated Hispanic attorneys 
who overcame the odds to become successful attorneys and community role models. 

Over the years, the HNBF has grown into a national organization providing programs, scholarships, 
fellowships, conferences, and other resources and tools to support and inspire educational 
achievement within our communities. The HNBF believes that knowledge and diversity benefits 
everyone. As the U.S. Hispanic population increases in size and influence, the success of 
our students becomes a matter of national significance. The HNBF recognizes that the lack of 
opportunities, role models, information, and financial support often prevents many Latinos from 
becoming leaders and contributing their voices on issues that affect our communities. Our 
programs address these needs by providing Latino students from high school through law school 
with the tools and resources necessary to ensure full and equal opportunity.
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Other Scholarships

Below you will find a sample of organizations offering scholarships to Hispanic students

CollegeScholarships.org

Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute

FastWeb.com

The Gates Millennium Scholars

Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities

Hispanic College Fund

Hispanic Heritage Foundation

Hispanic Scholarship Fund

MALDEF

Scholarship Portal

The Tomas Rivera Policy Institute: Latino College Dollars

The U.S. Department of Education

Newsletter Archive

Other Scholarships

Scholarships

Resources

Twitter

Newsletter Signup

Enter your email:

Forms and Information

Become a Law Camp Counselor
Letter to Parents
Letter to Teachers, Counselors, Principals
Law Camp Student Application

Quick Links

Contact Us

Legal Information

Social User Login

Username

Password

Website powered by Tivilon

HNBF @HispanicNBF

We are really enjoying the #hnbf photos! If
you have anymore, keep them coming!

24 Jul

HOME ABOUT US PROGRAMS & PARTNERSHIPS SCHOLARSHIPS EVENTS SUPPORT

http://www.collegescholarships.org/minority2.htm
http://www.chci.org/scholarships/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.gmsp.org/
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships_EN.asp
http://scholarships.hispanicfund.org/applications/
http://www.hispanicheritage.org/
http://www.hsf.net/
http://maldef.org/leadership/scholarships/law_school_scholarship_program/
http://scholarships.fatomei.com/scholarships-for-hispanics.html
http://www.latinocollegedollars.org/
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/index.jsp
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs058/1101964834152/archive/1107630449861.html
http://hnbf.org/scholarships/
http://hnbf.org/media/5271/HNBF_College_Guide.pdf
http://hnbf.org/media/3586/2014%20HNBF%20Law%20Camp%20Parents%20Letter.pdf
http://hnbf.org/media/3586/HNBF%202014%20Law%20Camp%20Counselors%20Teachers%20and%20Principals%20Letter.pdf
http://hnbf.org/programs-partnerships/future-latino-leaders-law-camp/student-application/
http://hnbf.org/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hispanic-National-Bar-Foundation/317431798277862
https://twitter.com/HispanicNBF
http://tivilon.com/
https://twitter.com/HispanicNBF/status/492324569244774401
http://twitter.com/search?q=%23hnbf
https://twitter.com/HispanicNBF/status/492324569244774401
http://hnbf.org/
http://hnbf.org/about-us/
http://hnbf.org/programs-partnerships/
http://hnbf.org/scholarships/
http://hnbf.org/events/
http://hnbf.org/support/


7/29/2014 Events |  Hispanic National Bar Foundation

http://hnbf.org/events/ 1/2

Search

Upcoming Events

HNBF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

Date: Thursday, July 17, 2014 6:00 pm

Location: The Ritz-Carlton 1150 22nd Street, NW Washington, D.C.

Event Details:
Our annual premier event attracts an audience of distinguished legal scholars, local politicians,
and Hispanic business leaders. Each year we honor Latino leaders for their contributions to the
community, legal profession, and education. This year's Annual Awards Dinner will be held at The
Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Washington, D.C.

Sponsorship and Tickets

For information about Sponsorship Levels click here.

Individual ticket price: $250; government and nonprofit ticket: $175

Buy tickets online here:

Ticket Types
Regular Ticket $250.00 USD

 

Contact:
Alba Lucero Villa| 551.482.8761|avilla@hnbf.org 
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Donate

The Hispanic National Bar Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Make a tax-deductible
donation to the Hispanic National Bar Foundation today and help advance education and equality
for our nation's Latino youth. Please contact us to discuss the type of donation you wish to make
at info@hnbf.org.

When you click the submit payment button, you be directed to PayPal where your credit card
transaction will be completed.

If you would prefer to mail your donation to us, please address the envelope to:
Hispanic National Bar Foundation
1900 K St NW, Suite 100
Washington, DC 20006
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Follow Us

On Twitter:

@HispanicNBF

On Facebook:
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Contact Us

Address: Hispanic National Bar Foundation

1900 K St NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC 20006

Telephone: (202) 496-7206

Fax: (202) 496-7756
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