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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD
BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC
PETITIONER,
V. : CANCELLATION NoO. 92053426

ScIENTIFIC TOYS, LTD.

RESPONDENT.

DECLARATION OF JOHN F. METZGER

John F. Metzger declares:

1. I am a citizen of the United States, over 18 years old and a resident of

Montgomery County in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

2. I am employed as a paralegal with Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

3. I have worked as a paralegal since October of 1994 and was employed at
Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from September 1997
until February 2008 when I joined the firm of Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC.

4, My duties include general, internet and legal research, litigation support,
document review and analysis, document organization and control, and electronic discovery

support among others.



5. Attached as Exhibit A are copies of product reviews, item descriptions and
product listings for Bachmann, Inc’s EZ trains and accessories that I located and printed from the

internet and which are available to the general public.

6. Attached as Exhibit B are copies of articles referencing Petitioner

Bachmann, Inc. that I printed from the LEXIS/NEXIS database at www.lexisnexis.com.

7. Attached as Exhibit C are copies of webpages that I printed from the

website www.scientific.com.hk.

8. Attached as Exhibit D are copies of documents produced by Respondent
Scientific Toys, Ltd. bearing Bates numbers SI0000134 to SI0000135, SI0000159, SI0000172

and SI0000438 through SI0000442.

9. Attached as Exhibit E are title and status copies of U.S. Registrations
2,053,073, 3,222,737, 3,301,198 and 2,061,990 which I printed from the TARR web server

located at the USPTO’s website at http://tarr.uspto.gov.

10.  Attached as Exhibit F are copies of Respondent Scientific Toys, Ltd.’s

Answers to Interrogatories Numbers 5-8.

11.  Attached as Exhibit G are copies of Respondent Scientific Toys, Ltd.’s

Responses to Requests for Production of Documents Numbers 6-9.

12.  Attached as Exhibit H are copies of webpages from hobby store websites
and model railroading websites that I located and printed from the internet and which are

available to the genéral public



I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

(WG A

Jo}}é/lf‘ . Metzger 4 /
Executed on: Date: N()V- / / 5 Z 0/}/




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Declaration
of John F. Metzger has been served upon counsel for Respondent at the address and on the date
listed below via Federal Express next day delivery.

Chester Rothstein, Esquire
Neil Zipkin, Esquire
Amster, Rothstein & Ebenstein, LLP

90 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10016-1301

pbv._11_201] O%“%M

’ y\n F. Metzger ﬂ/
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Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games Page 1 of 4

Shop All Departments

i
Toys & Games ;

Holiday Toy List
Get the rignt gifts with just a few clicks
Hello, John F. Metzger. We have recommendations for you. (Not John?)

John's Amazon.com | Today's Deals | Gifts & Wish Lists | Gift Cards Your Digital ftems | Your Account | Help

Search Toys & Games Cart Wish List

Categories & Characters  Best Sellers New Releases Boys Toys Girls Toys Games & Puzzles  Hobby, Models & Trains  Toys Outlet

Age Range
< Birth to 24 Months (4)
©5107 Years (13)
£ 8to 11 Years (16)
£ 12 Years & Up (172)

Featured Characters &
Brands
Thomas & Friends (17)
Monster High (4)
Batman (2)
Lego City (2}
SpongeBob
SquarePants (2)
Toy Story (2)
Barbie (1)
» See more...

Department
< Any Department
Toys & Games
Hobbies (212)
Grown-Ups (172)
Leaming &
Education {9)
Baby & Toddler
Toys (5)
Vehicles (68)
Electronics for
Kids (7}
Building &
Construction
Toys (13)
Puzzles (4)
Bikes, Skates & Ride-
Ons (2)
Kids' Furniture &
Room Décor (3)

Sports & Outdoor
Play (7}

Stuffed Animals &
Plush (3)

Games (3)
Action & Toy

Figures (7)
Arts & Crafts (1)
Pretend Play (2)
Dolls &

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3D... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games

Accessories (5)

interest
Animals & Nature (8)
Fantasy & Sci-Fi (6)
Learning (1)
Music (3)
Occupations (3}
Sports (1)
Transportation (201)
TV & Movies (4)

Shipping
Option (What's this?)
Free Super Saver
Shipping

agand
% Bachmann
Trains (138)

& Bachmann (58)
& Trainline (8)

* & Melissa and Doug (1)
& Fisher-Price (11)
SLEGO 9)

& Life-Like Power-
Loc (3)
» See more...

Avg. Customer
Review
sorheilr 8 Up (102)
Fekedint 8 Up (127)
RRATE & Up (134)
fokielt 8 Up (142)

Price
Under $25 (211)
$25 to $50 (60)
$50 to $100 (40)
$100 to $200 (30)
$200 & Above (7)

$ to$

Discount
10% Off or More (269)
25% Off or More (237)
50% Off or More (58)
70% Off or More (14)

Seller
& Prima Products (186)

& Best Service
Stores (183)

& Amazon.com (172)
& Train Sets Only (160)
& Phils Hobby

Bachmann Trains E-Z
Command Digital
Command Control
Decoder with Wire
Harness (Programming
on the Main, Lights,
Dimming) 1/card

Buy new: $34-95 $21.00
11 new from $16.62

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 9 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 7 left in stock - order soon.

U]
Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

> Show only Bachmann Trains
items

Bachmann Trains 227
Radius Curved Track-
Bulk (50 Pcs)-Ho Scale
Buy new: $434-99 $80.07
7 new from $72.07

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if

you order in the next 9 hours

and choose one-day shipping.
Only 3 left in stock - order soon.

Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains

items

Page 2 of 4

Bachmann Trains E-Z
Mate Magnetic Knuckle
Coupilers - Under Shank -
Short (Pack of 12)

Buy new: $23-95 $10.89
5 new from $10.89

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 8 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 3 left in stock - order soon.

Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

Bachmann Trains Santa
Fe Flyer Ready-to-Run HO
Scale Train Set

Buy new: $195:95 $56.89

18 new from $46.99

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 5 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 10 left in stock - order
soon.
(13)
Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

Bachmann Trains E-Z
Command Dcc #4
Turnout ? Left-Ho Scale
Buy new: $54-99 $38.36

5 new from $35.58

In stock. Processing takes an
additional 2 to 3 days.

> Show only Bachmann Trains
items

Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track Nickel Silver
Reversing 18" Radius
Curved Track (4/card)

Buy new: $34-95 $22.98
11 new from $19.83

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 9 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 17 left in stock - order
soon.

Clinikhia fAr

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%?3D... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games

Shop (145)
& Horizon Hobby (141)
& Big Dog

Hobbies (137)

» See more...

A_vailability
& Include Out of Stock

Listmania!

Listmanial
% create

learn how
Create a Listmania! list

Search Listmanial |

Sponsored Links (What's this?)

1.

2.

3.

4.

Buy Atlantis Railing &
EasyBus® Trip & Charters
Trains ##l

Eurail & Eurorail Passes &

Page 3 of 4

Atlantis Rail Systems Frt. Free Buy Cable, Tensioners & More Or
Triip / Charter Dispatch Software Booking, Payroll, Billing and m
Looking for Trains? Find exactly what you want today. www.yah

Save Money with a Free Travel Day. Book a 6, 8 or 10 day Eurail

See a problem with these advertisements? Let us know

Search Feedback
Did you find what you were looking fo!

Your Recent History (What's this?)

Recently Viewed Items

Bachmann Trains

. James Drury
DVD

Activision Publishing

Activision Publishing

Recent Searches

Calf of Duty: Black Ops

Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track
Track Accessory Set

The Men from Shiloh - The Final
Season from The Virginian- 24 Full...

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3

Bacl

DVD

Fededeiesr (20)
Blu-ray
$24.99

Island of Lost Souls
Charles Laughton

Continue Shopping: Custorners Who Bought ltems in f
Your Recent History Also Bought Page 1of25

Next

The Hitchhiker - The Complete...

Fix this recommendation

Fix this recommendation

EZ trains (Toys & Games), bachmann ez, call of duty modern warfare 3 (All Departments), call of duty black
ops (All Departments), nerf vortex (Alf Departments), hitchhiker (Movies & TV), paradise lost movie, citrus
cinema 60s, citrus cinema (Movies & TV}, celebrity revue (Movies & TV)

» View and edit your browsing history

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3D... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games

Get to Know Us

Careers

Investor Relations

Press Releases

Amazon and Our Planet
Amazon in the Community

Canada China

AbeBooks AmazonLocal AmazonWireless
Rare Bocks Great Local Deals Celiphcnes &

& Textbooks in Your Gity Wireless Plans
IMDb MYHABIT Shopbop

Movies, TV Private Fashion Designer

& Celebrites Designer Sates Fashion Brands

Conditions of Use

Make Money with Us
Sell on Amazon
Become an Affiliate

Page 4 of 4

Let Us Help You
Your Account

Shipping Rates & Policies

Advertise Your Products Amazon Prime

Self-publish with Us Returns Are Easy

> See all Manage Your Kindle

Help
)

France Germany MHaly Japan Spain  United Kingdom
Askville Audible Diapers.com DPReview Endiess Fabric
Community Download Everything Digital Shoes Sewing, Quilting
Answers Audio Books But The Baby Photography & More & Knitting
Small Parts Soap.com Warehouse Deals Woot Zappos
industrial Heaith, Beauty & Oper-Box Never Gonna Shoes &
Supplies Home Essentials Discounts Give You Up Clothing

Privacy Notice  © 1996-2011, Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiates

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3D... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games Page 1 of 4

Holiday Toy List
: Get the right gifts with just a few clicks
Hello, John F. Metzger. We have recommendations for you. (Not John?)

John's Amazon.com | Today’s Deals | Gifts & Wish Lists | Gift Cards Your Digital ftems | Your Account | Help
Shop All Departments Search : Toys & Games ' Cart Wish List
Toys & Games Categories & Characters  Best Sellers New Releases Boys Toys Girls Toys Games & Puzzles  Hobby, Models & Trains  Toys Outlet

Age Range
&2104 Years (4)
& 5107 Years (1)
& 8to 11 Years (1)

Department
<« Any Department
Toys & Games
Vehicles (12)
Electronics for
Kids (3)

Hobbies (5)
Pretend Play (1)

Action & Toy
Figures (1)

Interest
Fantasy & Sci-Fi {1)
Transportation (13)

Shipping
Option (What's this?)
Free Super Saver
Shipping

Brand
S EZTEC (1)
& Santa Fe Express (1)
Geztec()

2 Ford F-150 Remote
Control Off roader (1)

Wez-tec (2)

& Scientific Toys (1)

& Smokey Canyon (1)
> See more...

Avg. Customer
Review
Redrhielr @ Up (3)

oleleizle 8 Up (5)
et 8 Up (7
Prlelegelr g Up (8)

Price
Under $25 (6)
$25 to $50 (6)
$50 to $100 (4)
$100 to $200 (4)
$200 & Above (1)

$ to$ o

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3D... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games

Discount
10% Off or More (4)
25% Off or More (4)
50% Off or More (1)

S’giler
£ 911DRUGSTORE (2)
& Capital Outlet (2)

& D&J Shopping
Connection {2)

£ OrangeOnions (2)

& ApexSuppliers (1)

& E-toysWorld (1)

» See more...

Availability
% Include Out of Stock

Listmania!

learn how
Create a Listmania! list

Search Listmania

Grand Canyon Express
Train Set: G-Gauge
Expansion Track

Buy new: $15.99

In stock. Processing takes an
additional 2 to 3 days.

®)
» Show only Scientific Toys
items

Flashing Demon Radio
Control Car

Buy new: $63.31

2 new from $46.95

In stock. Processing takes an
additional 2 to 3 days.

3

Page 2 of 4

Eztec Radio Control Sand
Blaster Vehicle

1 Used & new from $34.99

EZ-Tec Santa Fe Special
29 Piece Train Set

Buy new: $50-60 $29.99
In Stock
» Show only ez-tec items

Monster Rc Wheel 4x4
Silverado

Buy new: $109.99
2 new from $109.99
In Stock

Fast Lane 1:16 Scale
Radio Control Trucks -
Dodge Ram

Buy new: $47.99
Only 2 left in stock - order soon.

Smokey Canyon Express Crash Team Racing: Dr.
40pc G Gauge Train Set  Neo Cortex Remote

Buy new: $139:99 $69.00 Control Cart
2 new from $69.00 1 Used & new from
$100.00

Only 1 left in stock - order soon.

» Show only Smokey Canyon
items

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb._sb_noss?url=search-alias%3D... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games Page 3 of 4

Sponsored Links (What's this?)

EZTEC Toys 88  Get EZTEC Toys Find EZTEC Toys www.ask.com

See a problem with these advertisements? Let us know

Search Feedback
Did you find what you were looking for?

Advertisement

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3D... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games Page 4 of 4

Your Recent History (What's this?)

Recently Viewed Items

. Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track
- Track Accessory Set
. Bachmann Trains

" The Men from Shiloh - The Final
Season from The Virginian- 24 Full...

: Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3
Activision Publishing

Call of Duty: Black Ops
Activision Publishing

Recent Searches

Continue Shopping: Customers Who Bought ltems in 1 of
Your Recent History Also Bought Page of 25

Bacl Nexi

The Hitchhiker - The Complete...
DvD

Fix this recommendation

Istand of Lost Souls
Charles Laughton

dofeieiet (20)
Blu-ray
$24.99

Fix this recommendation

EZ trains (Toys & Games), bachmann ez, call of duty modern warfare 3 (All Departments), call of duty black

ops (All Departments), nerf vortex (All

Departments), hitchhiker (Movies & Tv), paradise lost movie, citrus

cinema 60s, citrus cinema {Movies & TV), celebrity revue (Movies & TV)
» View and edit your browsing history

Get to Know Us Make Money with Us Let Us Help You
Careers Sell on Amazon Your Account
Investor Relations Become an Affiliate Shipping Rates & Policies
Press Releases Advertise Your Products Amazon Prime
Amazon and Our Planet Self-publish with Us Returns Are Easy
Amazon in the Community » See all Manage Your Kindle
Help
amazoncom
Canada China France Germany Iltaly Japan Spain United Kingdom
AbeBooks Amazonl.ocal AmazonWireless Askville Audible Diapers.com DPReview Endless Fabric
Rare Books Great Local Deals Celiphones & Community Download Everything Digitat Shoes Sewing, Quilting
& Textbooks in Your City Wireless Plans Answers Augio Books But The Baby Photography & More & Knitting
IMDb MYHABIT Shopbop Small Parts Soap.com Warehause Deals Woot Zappos
Movies, TV Private Fashion Designer industrial Health, Beauty & Open-Box Never Gonna Shoes &
& Celebrities Designer Sales Fashion Brands Supplies Home Essentials Discounts Give You Up Clothing
Conditions of Use  Privacy Notice ~ © 1836-2011, Amazon.com, inc. or its affiliates

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%?3D... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Track Acc... Page 1 of 8

Holiday Toy List
Get the right gifts with just a few clicks
Hello, John F. Metzger. We have recommendations for you. (Not John?)

John's Amazon.com | Today's Deals | Gifts & Wish Lists | Gift Cards Your Digital ftems | Your Account | Help
Shop All Departments Search | Toys & Games Cart Wish List
Toys & Games Categories & Characters Best Sellers New Releases Boys Toys Girls Toys Games & Puzzles  Hobby, Models & Trains  Toys Outlet
More Amazon.com Search Resulits for "bachmann ez"
Bachmann Trains

- Hawthorne EZ Command

Dynamis Wireless

Snap-Fit E-Z Track Railways Motorized

Turntable Train e IR Receiver

18? Radius Curved
Track (4/card) Accessory By Buy new: $56-60
Buy new: $16:95 $9.07 Bachmann $34.23
16 Used & new from Buy new: $149.99 7 Used & new from
$5.61 1 Used & new from $32.89

1) $149.99

See all 246 results

Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit Quantity: |
E-Z Track Track Accessory
Set or
by Bachmann Trains Sian in to turn on 1-
(3_customer reviews) | Click ordering.
(1)
List Price: $95—95 More Buying Choices
Price: $59.34 & this item ships Best Service Stores
for FREE with Super $2.23 vasersnipping L.
. Saver Shipping. Details IsvggL::guFeT:t: .
You Save: $36.61 (38%) RETTIIERIRS
; eHobbies
See larger image In Stock 36999 cFsastpang
See 1 customer image Ships from and sold by Amazon.com. Gift- | 3newfrom$52.23
Share your own customer images wrap available. Have one to sell?
Only 6 left in stock--order soon (more on
the way). Share
Want it delivered Wednesday,
November 2? Order it in the next 9 hours
and 10 minutes, and choose One-Day
Shipping at checkout. Details
13 new from $52.23
Customers Who Bought This Item Also Bought Page 1 of 16

00
(o]
(g]

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Snap-Fit-Track-Acce... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Track Acc... Page 2 of 8

Bachmann Trains Snap - Steel Alloy EZ Layout Page 1 of 16
Fit E - Z Track Crossin... Expander Set by
by Bachmann Trains Bachmann Trains

(%) (4) Nex
$24.92 $43.09

Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track Remote
Turn... by Bachmann
Trains

$12.69

WARNING:
CHOKING HAZARD -- Small parts. Not for children under 3 yrs.

Product Specifications

Scale: HO
Model Number: 44493

Product Features
¢ 14 Piece Graduated Pier set
o 8 Pieces of 18" radius curved Steel Alloy E-Z Track
e 6 Pieces of 9" Straight Steel Alloy E-Z Track®
e Motorized gandy dancer hand car
e Assembled lighted station

Product Details
Product Dimensions: 3 x 14 x 16 inches
Shipping Weight: 3.8 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)
Shipping: This item is also available for shipping to select countries outside the U.S.
ASIN: BOOOBC4MFG |
California residents: Click here for Proposition 65 warning.
Item model number: 44493
Manufacturer recommended age: 14 - 15 years

Amazon Best Sellers Rank: #642 in Toys & Games (See Top 100 in Toys & Games)
#33 in Toys & Games > Hobbies > Trains & Accessories > Accessories > Tracks

Average Customer Review: (3 customer reviews)

Would you like to give feedback on images or tell us about a lower price?

Frequently Bought Together
Price For All Three: $127.35

Show availability and shipping details

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Snap-Fit-Track-Acce... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Track Acc... Page 3 of 8

This item: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Track Accessory Set
by Bachmann Trains $59.34

Bachmann Trains Snap - Fit E - Z Track Crossing Gate by Bachmann
Trains $24.92

™ Steel Alloy EZ Layout Expander Set by Bachmann Trains $43.09

Product Description

From the Manufacturer

Railroading fun gets bigger and better with our E-Z Track Accessory Set. Turn a basic 36"
circle into a giant over-under “figure 8” layout with a 14-piece graduated pier set and 14
pieces of steel alloy E-Z Track. A motorized Gandy Dancer hand car and assembled lighted
station complete the scene, while an illustrated track plan booklet offers additional layout
ideas. For use with Bachmann’s steel alloy E-Z Track.

Product Description

Railroading fun gets bigger and better with our E-Z Track Accessory Set. Turn a basic 36"
circle into a giant over-under ?figure 8? layout with a 14-piece graduated pier set and 14
pieces of steel alloy E-Z Track. A motorized Gandy Dancer hand car and assembled lighted
station complete the scene, while an illustrated track plan booklet offers additional layout
ideas. For use with Bachmann?s steel alloy E-Z Track.

Features include:

*14 Piece Graduated Pier set

*8 Pieces of 18" radius curved Steel Alloy E-Z Track
*6 Pieces of 9" Straight Steel Alloy E-Z Track?
eMotorized gandy dancer hand car

eAssembled lighted station

Product Ads from External Websites whats sy : Sponsored Content

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Snap-Fit-Track-Acce... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Track Acc... Page 4 of 8

36505 Bachmann E-Z Thomas and Friends
Command® Dynamis® Tidmouth Sheds
Wireless Infrared DCC Turntable

Syst $276.79

$220.50 + Free Shipping

No Shipping Info BZANY LLC

TandK Hobby

............................. Advertise here

Customers Viewing This Page May Be Interested in These Sponsored Links
(What's this?)

Bachmann Trains - low $ &
www.trainworld.com

Bachmann Trains on sale all scales - wholesale prices

Accessory Set 8
www.grainger.com/General-Purpose-Set
Buy General Purpose Accessory Sets @Grainger. Satisfaction Guaranteed.

Bachmann EZ Track &
www.ask.com/Bachmann+EZ+Track
Research Bachmann EZ Track; Get Specs, Photos, Prices & More!

See a problem with these advertisements? Let us know Advertise on Amazon

Customer Reviews

3 Reviews
5 star: @ Average Customer Review Share your thoughts with other customers:
4 star: © (3_customer reviews)
3 ster: )
2 star: (1)

1 star: [()]

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Snap-Fit-Track-Acce... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Track Acc...

Page 5 of 8

Most Helpful Customer Reviews

Chromebook
connect anywhere

9 of 10 people found the following review helpful:
expander track set, August 23, 2007

By rolashan "rolashan" (new york city) - See all
my reviews

Durability: Fun: Educational:

Amazon Verified Purchase (What's this?)

This review is from: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z

Track Track Accessory Set (Toy)
i like this product because of the extra tracks. I

Advertisement

needed them to add something different beside the Search Customer Rev:ews

oval it was going in. what i didn't like was the

piers.. the piers were plastic and some of them Only search this product's

didn't fit the track properly. reviews

Help other customers find the most helpful reviews

Was this review helpful to you?
Report abuse | Permalink

Comment

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful:
Nice add~on for basic set, May 8, 2011

By tinman "tstr8" - See all my reviews
Durability: Fun: Educational:

This review is from: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z
Track Track Accessory Set (Toy)

Once I added up how much I was about to spend
‘'on extra track to avoid being stuck with the simple
“circle" track that comes a basic set we
purchased...i realized this FIGURE-8 kit was about
the same price! Plus you get all those piers to
make an elevated track. I did not pay too much
attention to the extra building and car that came
with the set - but once out of the box, they were a
big hit. The train station lights up from the inside
once connected to the power source (although a
longer wire would have been nice). It's otherwise
the typical lame plastic - but it's thick, and really
not that bad. You know what I mean. The little
handle car on the other hand, is awesome. It has
two figures that pump the car handle as it moves
across the track. It is totally cool, and a real eye-
catcher! Also, I was surprised how well piers fit.
That's actually why I felt compelled to write a
review, because I had such a different opinion
compared to the previous comments. The piers
actually hug the tracks from the sides (you have to
slide them on), and they also have a tilting top to
adjust to the track. They also come with an

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Snap-Fit-Track-Acce...

11/1/2011



Amazon.com: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Track Acc... Page 6 of 8

optional wider base you can use too, if you are
building on carpet, etc. I would say the quality
overall is in the good to great range, and the
handle car quality and function is impressive. It's
way better than buying extra track alone...for
nearly the same price. I would buy it again.

Help other customers find the most helpful reviews

Was this review helpful to you?
Report abuse | Permalink

Comment

station to fish house, August 20, 2011
By jay - See all my reviews
Durability: Fun: Educational:
Amazon Verified Purchase (What's this?)

This review is from: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E~-Z
Track Track Accessory Set (Toy)

The product was great. One thing I did was turn
the train station into a crab/fish processing
business for my harbour which incorporates a
model of the F/V Northwestern. It turned out great

Help other customers find the most helpful reviews

Was this review helpful to you? |
Report abuse | Permalink

Comment

Share your thoughts with other
customers:

> See all 3 customer reviews...

Customers Who Viewed This Item Also Viewed

Bachmann Trains Snap - Bachmann Trains Snap - Steel Alloy EZ Layout
Fit E - Z Track 9" Stra... Fit E - Z Track Steel A... Expander Set by
by Bachmann Trains by Bachmann Trains Bachmann Trains

(2 (4 (4)

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Snap-Fit-Track-Acce... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Track Acc...

$10.57

Tag Hechpeodlicinsvhat's this?Bachmann Trains Snap-

Think mqj&g hhradBeadvater IaB’élEyguch@ﬁgﬁgFlﬁl
strong‘g\}' tobﬁhgaﬁmaﬂ'&t . by Bachmann Trains
Tags WiRli%&lp all customers organize and2find favorite
items.

> Explore product tags

Page 7 of 8

Bechroh riProchitsSTagged
RbthZ Track Nickel
Silv... by Bachmann Trains

(4)

Customer Discussions
This product's forum

Discussion Latest Post

Replies

No discussions yet

Ask questions, Share opinions, Gain insight
Start a new discussion

Topic: |

Active discussions in related forums

Discusston Replies Latest Post

Toys forum

Amazon growing in con artists like ebay? 733 8hoursago

Toys forum

8 sellers Wall of Shamel!! 1008 9 hours ago

Toys forum

# Should Taxes Be Collected on Amazon & Other 183 10 hours ago
Online Sales ?
Toys forum

# What was the best toy you ever received on 692 21 hours ago

Christmas morning?

Toys forum

&

¥ price Gaugers Should Be Shot!!!11! 27 22 hours ago
= Toys forum .

3 Supply and Demand vs Price Gouging 130 23 h°"fs ago
P Toys forum

= Lego Thread . 12 1dayago

. Toysf

W oys forum . 3 , days ago

A new trend in board games?

Search Customer Discussions

Search all Amazon discussions

Look for Similar Items by Category
Toys & Games > Grown-Ups > Hobbies

Related forums

model trains forum @
discussion)

Toys forum (245 discussions)

Toys & Games > Hobbies > Trains & Accessories > Accessories > Tracks
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11/1/2011



Amazon.com: Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Track Acc... Page 8 of 8

Feedback

» If you need help or have a question for Customer Service, contact us.
* Would you like to give feedback on images or tell us about a lower price?

*» Is there any other feedback you would like to provide? Click here

Your Recent History (What's this?)

Get to Know Us

Careers

Investor Relations

Press Releases

Amazon and Our Planet
Amazon in the Community

Canada China

AbeBooks Amazonl.ocal AmazonWireless
Rare Books Great Local Deals Celiphones &

& Textbooks in Your City Wireless Plans
IMDb MYHABIT Shopbop

Movies, TV Private Fashion Designer

& Celebrities Designer Sales Fashion Brands

Conditions of Use

L.oading

Make Money with Us
Sell on Amazon
Become an Affiliate
Advertise Your Products
Self-publish with Us

Let Us Help You

Your Account

Shipping Rates & Policies
Amazon Prime

Returns Are Easy

» See all Manage Your Kindle
Help
amazoncom
France Germany Italy Japan Spain  United Kingdom
Askville Audible Diapers.com DPReview Endless Fabric
Community Download Everything Digitai Shoes Sewing, Quilting
Answers Audic Books But The Baby Photography & More & Knitting
Small Parts Soap.com Warehouse Deals Woot Zappos
Industriat Health, Beauly & Open-Box Never Gonna Shoes &
Supplies Home Essentials Discounts Give You Up Clothing

Privacy Notice  © 1996-2011, Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Snap-Fit-Track-Acce... . 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games Page 1 of 4

Holiday Toy List
i Get the right gifts with just a few clicks
Hello, John F. Metzger. We have recommendations for you. (Not John?)

John's Amazon.com | Today's Deals | Gifts & Wish Lists | Gift Cards Your Digital ltems | Your Account | Help

Shop All Departments Search Toys & Games i : Cart Wish List

Toys & Games Categories & Characters Best Sellers New Releases Boys Toys Girls Toys Games & Puzzles  Hobby, Models & Trains  Toys Outlet

Age Range
& Birth to 24 Months (4)
&21to4 Years (57)
& 5107 Years (13)
£ 8to 11 Years (16)
£12 Years & Up (172)

Featured Characters &
Brands
Thomas & Friends (17)
Monster High (4)
Batman (2)
Lego City (2)
SpongeBob
SquarePants (2)
Toy Story (2)
Barbie (1)
» See more...

Department
< Any Department
Toys & Games
Hobbies (212)
Grown-Ups (172)
Learning &
Education {9)
Baby & Toddler
Toys (5)
Vehicles (68)
Electronics for
Kids (7)
Building &
Construction
Toys (13)
Puzzles (4)
Bikes, Skates & Ride-
Ons (2}

Kids' Furniture &
Room Décor (3)

Sports & Outdoor
Play (7}

Stuffed Animals &
Plush (3)

Games (3)

Action & Toy
Figures (7}

Arts & Crafts (1)
Pretend Play (2)
Dolls &
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Accessories (5)

interest
Animals & Nature (8)
Fantasy & Sci-Fi (8)
Learning (1)
Music (3)
Occupations (3)
Sports (1)
Transportation (201)
TV & Movies (4)

Shipping
Option (What's this?)
Free Super Saver
Shipping

Brand
& Bachmann
Trains (138)

& Bachmann (58)
& Trainline (6)
& Melissa and Doug (1)
& Fisher-Price (11)
GLEGO (9)
& Life-Like Power-

Loc (3)

» See more...

Avg. Customer
Review
FRIRT 8 Up (102)
FeRAst 8 Up (127)
SoRssti & Up (134)
berirds & Up (142)

Price
Under $25 (211)
$25 to $50 (60)
$50 to $100 (40)
$100 to $200 (30)
$200 & Above (7)

$ to$

Discount
10% Off or More (269)
25% Off or More (237)
50% Off or More (58)
70% Off or More (14)

Seller
& Prima Products (1886)
& Best Service
Stores (183)
& Amazon.com (172)
& Train Sets Only (160)
& Phils Hobby

Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track Nickel Silver
Layout Expander Set

Buy new: $95-95 $59.34

15 new from $51.82

i

used

from

$54.99

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 7 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 5 left in stock - order soon.

2
Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

> Show only Bachmann Trains
items

12.

Bachmann lrains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track 3" Straight
Track (4/card)

Buy new: $9:95 $9.35

Bachmann Trains Snap -
Fit E - Z Track 9" Straight
Track (4/Card)

Buy new: $16:95 $10.57

13 new from $5.69

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if

you order in the next 8 hours

and choose one-day shipping.
@

Eligible for

FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track Remote
Turnout - Right

Buy new: $24:95 $16.75

16 new from $14.36
In stock. Processing takes an

additional 2 to 3 days.

1
> Show only g%chmann Trains
items

Page 2 of 4

FREE Super Saver Shipping.

> Show only Bachmann Trains
items

9.

Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track Track
Accessory Set

Buy new: $95-95 $59.34
13 new from $52.23

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 9 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 6 left in stock - order soon.
®

Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

11.

Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track 30 Degree
Crossing

Buy new: $8-95 $8.29

11 new from $4.79 ]
Getit by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 9 hours
and choose one-day shipping.
Eligible for

FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items
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» See more...

Availability
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Hello, John F. Metzger. We have recommendations for you. (Not John?)

Page 1 of 4

Holiday Toy List

Get the right gifts with just a few clicks

John's Amazon.com | Today's Deals | Gifts & Wish Lists | Gift Cards Your Digital tems | Your Account | Help

Shop All Departments Search Toyé & Games

Toys & Games Categories & Characters  Best Sellers New Releases Boys Toys Girls Toys Games & Puzzies

Wish List

Hobby, Models & Trains  Toys Outlet

Age Range
L Birth to 24 Months (4)
U2 to 4 Years (57)
L5107 Years (13)
L8 to 11 Years (16)
312 Years & Up (172)

Featured Characters &
Brands
Thomas & Friends (17)
Monster High (4)
Batman (2)
Lego City (2)
SpongeBob
SquarePants (2)

Toy Story (2}
Barbie (1)
> See more...

Department
< Any Department
Toys & Games
Hobbies (212)
Grown-Ups (172}
Learning &
Education (9)
Baby & Toddler
Toys (5)
Vehicles (68)
Electronics for
Kids (7)
Building &
Construction
Toys (13)
Puzzles (4)
Bikes, Skates & Ride-
Ons (2)
Kids' Furniture &
Room Décor (3)

Sports & Outdoor
Play (7)

Stuffed Animals &
Plush {3}

Games (3)

Action & Toy
Figures (7}

Arts & Crafts (1)
Pretend Play (2)
Dolls &
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Accessories (5}

Interest
Animals & Nature (6)
Fantasy & Sci-Fi {6)
Learning (1)
Music (3)
Occupations (3}
Sports (1)
Transportation (201)
TV & Movies (4)

Shipping
Option (What's this?)
Free Super Saver
Shipping

Brand
% Bachmann
Trains (138)

& Bachmann (58)
& Trainline (6)
& Melissa and Doug (1)
& Fisher-Price (11)
G LEGO (9)
& Life-Like Power-
Loc (3)
» See more...

Avg. Customer
Review
R & Up (102)
PRl 8 Up (127)
HREET & Up (134)
Pl & Up (142)

Price
Under $25 (211)
$25 to $50 (60)
$50 to $100 (40)
$100 to $200 (30)
$200 & Above (7)

$ to$

®

Discount
10% Off or More (269)
25% Off or More (237)
50% Off or More (58)
70% Off or More (14)

Seller
& Prima Products (186)
% Best Service
Stores (183)
& Amazon.com (172)
& Train Sets Only (160)
& Phils Hobby

Bachmains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track Hayes
Bumpers (2/card)

Buy new: $12-95 $8.93

12 new from $7.02

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 9 hours
and choose one-day shipping.
Eligible for

FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

Bachmann Trains E-Z
Track Connector
Assortment

Buy new: $19:99 $9.04

12 new from $6.41 .
Getit by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 9 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 14 left in stock - order

Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track Nickel Silver
Reversing 9" Straight
Track(4/card)

Buy new: $34-95 $25.68
12 new from $19.82

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 9 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

2
Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

Page 2 of 4

Bachmann Trains E-Z
Mate Magnetic Knuckle
Couplers - Center Shank -
Short Pack/Sheet of 12

Buy new: $23:95 $15.90
3 new from $14.06

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 8 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

> Show only Bachmann Trains
items

34.

Bachmann Trains 8 PC. E-
Z TRACK Tall Pier Set

Buy new: $48-95 $14.65

12 new from $11.03
Get'it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if

you order in the next 9 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 8 left in stock - order soon.

Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

36.

Bachmann Trains E-Z
Command Automatic
Reverse Loop module

Buy new: $84-95 $49.02

12 new from $47.71 .
Get'it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 6 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 3 left in stock - order soon.

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3D... 11/1/2011



Amazon.com: EZ trains: Toys & Games Page 3 of 4

Shop (145)
% Horizon Hobby (141)
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Include Out of Stock 3. Trains Looking for Trains? Find exactly what you want today. www.yah
. . 4. Eurail & Eurorail Passes 5 Save Money with a Free Travel Day. Book a 6, 8 or 10 day Eurail
Listmania!
. « See a problem with these advertisements? Let us know
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LY croate
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Search Feedback
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Your Recent History (What's this?)

4 Continue Shopping: Customers Who Bought ltems in 1 of 25
ly V 1 (o]
Recently Viewed ltems Your Recent History Also Bought Page

. Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track
f- Track Accessory Set
~  Bachmann Trains

The Men from Shiloh - The Final
Season from The Virginian- 24 Full...
James Drury

DvD Bacl Nexi

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 "
Activision Publishing The Hitchhiker - The Complete...
DVD

Call of Duty: Black Ops Fix this recommendation

Activision Publishing

Island of Lost Souls
Charles Laughton

fedvdeiedr (20)

Blu-ray

$24.99

Fix this recommendation

Recent Searches
EZ trains (Toys & Games), bachmann ez, call of duty modern warfare 3 (All Departments), call of duty black
ops (All Departments), nerf vortex (All Departments), hitchhiker (Movies & TV), paradise lost movie, citrus
cinema 60s, citrus cinema (Movies & TV), celebrity revue (Movies & TV)
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Holiday Toy List
X Get the right gifts with just a few clicks
Hello, John F. Metzger. We have recommendations for you. (Not John?)

John's Amazon.com | Today's Deals | Gifts & Wish Lists | Gift Cards Your Digital items | Your Account | Help

Shop All Departments Search Toys & Games ins Cart Wish List

Toys & Games Categories & Characters Best Sellers New Releases Boys Toys Girls Toys Games & Puzzles Hobby, Models & Trains  Toys Outlet

Age Range
I Birth to 24 Months (4)
&2 10 4 Years (57)
%5107 Years (13)
£igto 11 Years (16)
£ 12 Years & Up (172)

Featured Characters &
Brands
Thomas & Friends (17)
Monster High (4)
Batman (2)
Lego City (2)
SpongeBob
SquarePants (2)
Toy Story (2)
Barbie (1)
> See more...

Department
< Any Department
Toys & Games
Hobbies (212)
Grown-Ups (172)
Learning &
Education (9)
Baby & Toddler
Toys (5)
Vehicles {68)
Electronics for
Kids (7)
Building &
Construction
Toys (13)
Puzzles (4)
Bikes, Skates & Ride-
Ons (2)
Kids' Furniture &
Room Décor (3)

Sports & Outdoor
Play (7)

Stuffed Animals &
Plush (3)

Games (3)

Action & Toy
Figures (7)

Arts & Crafts (1)
Pretend Play (2)
Dolis &
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Accessories (5)

Interest
Animals & Nature (8)
Fantasy & Sci-Fi (6)
Learning (1)
Music (3)
Occupations (3}
Sports (1)
Transportation (201)
TV & Movies (4)

Shipping
Option (What's this?)
Free Super Saver
Shipping

Biand
4 Bachmann
Trains (138)

Bachmann (58)
& Trainline (6)
& Melissa and Doug (1)
& Fisher-Price (11)
G LEGO (9)
@ Life-Like Power-
Loc (3)
» See more...

Avg. Customer
Review
FRASRE 8 Up (102)
FRAER 8 Up (127)
RARLE & Up (134)
Foleist & Up (142)

Price
Under $25 (211)
$25 to $50 (60)
$50 to $100 (40)
$100 to $200 (30)
$200 & Above (7}

$ ‘to$

Discount
10% Off or More (269)
25% Off or More (237)
50% Off or More (58)
70% Off or More (14)

Seller
& Prima Products (186)
& Best Service
Stores (183)
£ Amazon.com (172)
& Train Sets Only (160)
& Phils Hobby

FREE Super Saver Shipping. 55.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track 18?7 Radius
Curved Track - Bulk (50
pieces)

Buy new: $96:95 $57.72

5 new from $50.16

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if

you order in the next 9 hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 12 left in stock - order
soon.

Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

> Show only Bachmann Trains
items

57.

Bachmann Trains Snap-

Fit E-Z Track 18? Radius
Curved Terminal Rerailer
with Wire

Buy new: $+4-99 $8.55
15 new from $6.20

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next 8 hours
and choose one-day shipping.
Eligible for

FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

Page 2 of 4

Bachmann Trains Deluxe
Thomas and Friends
Special Ready-to-Run HO
Train Set

Buy new: $165:95 $74.89

25 new from $69.99

1

used

from

$54.99

Get it by Wednesday, Nov 2 if
you order in the next § hours
and choose one-day shipping.

Only 7 left in stock - order soon.
(14)

Eligible for
FREE Super Saver Shipping.

» Show only Bachmann Trains
items

« Previous | Page: 1 2 3 4

.. } Next»

Sponsored Links (What's this?)
1. Buy Atlantis Railing &

2, EasyBus® Trip & Charters ##

3. Trains d®

Atlantis Rail Systems Frt. Free Buy Cable, Tensioners & More
Online  www.bclumberstore.com

Triip / Charter Dispatch Software Booking, Payroll, Billing and

more!  www.easybus.com

Looking for Trains? Find exactly what you want today.
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> See more...
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" Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3

Activision Publishing The Hitchhiker - The Complete...
BVD

Call of Duty: Black Ops Fix this recommendation
Activision Publishing

Island of Lost Souls
Charles Laughton

ededeiets (20)

Blu-ray
$24.99
Fix this recommendation
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Hello, John F. Metzger. We have recommendations for you. (Not John?)

John's Amazon.com | Today's Deals | Gifts & Wish Lists | Gift Cards

Shop All Departments Search 'foys & Games

Toys & Games

Bachmann Trains E-Z
Command Digital Command
Controller

by Bachmann Trains

(5_customer reviews) |

(3

List Price: $145-95

Price: $84.32 & this item ships
for FREE with Super
Saver Shipping. Details
You Save: $61.63 (42%)

In Stock.
Ships from and sold by Amazon.com. Gift-
wrap available.

See larger image

Share your own customer images

Only 3 left in stock--order soon (more on
the way).

Want it delivered Wednesday,
November 2? Order it in the next 6 hours
and 45 minutes, and choose One-Day
Shipping at checkout. Details

9 new from $77.17
1 used from $79.99
1 collectible from $148.58

Categories & Characters  Best Sellers New Releases Boys Toys Girls Toys Games & Puzzles

Holiday Toy List
Get the right gifts with just a few clicks

Your Digital ltems | Your Account | Help

Cart Wish List

Hobby, Models & Trains  Toys Outlet

Quantity:

or

Sign in to turn on 1-
Click ordering.

More Buying Choices

Best Service Stores
$77.21 + $5.48 shipping

Phils Hobby Shop
$77.17 + $10.90 shipping

eHobbies
$94.99 + Free Shipping
11 used & new from $77.17

Have one to sell?

Share

Customers Viewing This Page May Be Interested in These Sponsored Links

(What‘s this?)
Power Supplies &
www.newark.com
Find Components at Newark.com Huge selection, shipped today.

Power Controllers #
www.electrothermalusa.com
Including single & double-placed, digital temperature & bunsen models

Lionel Trains &
www.trainworid.com
Lionel Trains at Huge Discounts We Supply the World!

See a problem with these advertisements? Let us know

Advertise on Amazon

Customers Who Bought This Item Also Bought

Page 1 of 33
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0
1
(3]

Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track Nickel
Silv... by Bachmann Trains

Bachmann Trains Snap -
Fit E - Z Track Crossin...
by Bachmann Trains

Page 1 of 33

4) €)]
$101.24 $24.92
Bachmann Trains Snap-
Fit E-Z Track 9?
Straight... by Bachmann
Trains
(1)
$11.90
WARNING:

CHOKING HAZARD -- Small parts. Not for children under 3 yrs.

Product Specifications

Model Number: 44902

Product Features
e plug-and-play compatibility with all DC and DCC systems
e Simple, on-track programming
e 1 amp AC wall pack power supply
e Plug-in wiring
¢ DVD and printed instructions

Product Details
Product Dimensions: 16.3 x 12.2 x 3.1 inches
Shipping Weight: 2.4 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)
Shipping: This item is also available for shipping to select countries outside the U.S.
ASIN: BOOO6KSOA2 ‘
Item model number: 44902
Manufacturer recommended age: 14 years and up

Amazon Best Sellers Rank: #391 in Toys & Games (See Top 100 in Toys & Games)
#5 In Toys & Games > Hobbies > Trains & Accessories > Power Supplies

(5_customer reviews)

Average Customer Review:

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Command-Digital-C... 11/1/2011
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Would you like to give feedback on images or tell us about a lower price?

Frequently Bought Together

Price For All Three: $210.48

" These items are shipped from and soid by different sellers. Show details

This item: Bachmann Trains E-Z Command Digital Command
Controller by Bachmann Trains $84.32

Bachmann Trains Snap-Fit E-Z Track Nickel Silver World's Greatest
Hobby First Railroad Track Pack by Bachmann Trains $101.24

Bachmann Trains Snap - Fit E - Z Track Crossing Gate by Bachmann
Trains $24.92

Product Description

From the Manufacturer

Enjoy the fastest way to get going in DCC with our E-Z Command Digital Command Control
System. In partnership with Lenz Electronic GmbH, Bachmann brings you a DCC system that
is both easy to use and affordable for novice and experienced hobbyists alike. E-Z Command
allows modelers to digitally control speed, direction, lighting, and sound of multiple
locomotives. E-Z Command also streamlines the programming process with simple, main-track
programming.

Product Description

Enjoy the fastest way to get going in DCC with our E-Z Command Digital Command Control
System. In partnership with Lenz Electronic GmbH, Bachmann brings you a DCC system that
is both easy to use and affordable for novice and experienced hobbyists alike. E-Z Command
allows modelers to digitally control speed, direction, lighting, and sound of multiple
locomotives. E-Z Command also streamlines the programming process with simple, main-track
programming.

Features include:

eplug-and-play compatibility with all DC and DCC systems
*Simple, on-track programming

1 amp AC wall pack power supply

OPIug- LIS SO

v d instructions

E-Z Command 5 Amp 44493 Bachmann HO

Bachmann Power Pack

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Command-Digital-C... 11/1/2011
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Power Booster Train E-Z Track Accy

Accessory Expander

$274.99 $62.30

+ $14.99 Est. shipping No Shipping Info
The Bradford TandK Hobby

Exchange Online

$49.99

No Shipping Info
Christmas

Place

See a problem with these advertisements? Let us know Advertise here

Customer Reviews

5 Reviews
5 star: @ Average Customer Review Share your thoughts with other customers:
astar: @ (5 _customer reviews)

3 star: [(5)]
2 star: [
1 star: ©)

Most Helpful Customer Reviews

9 of 9 people found the following review
helpful:

Bachmann E-Z Command Control
System, July 2, 2010

By Willie White (Clovis Calif.) - See all my
reviews

Durability: Fun: Educational:

Advertisement

Amazon Verified Purchase (What's this?)

This review is from: Bachmann Trains E-Z Most Recent Customer
Command Digital Command Controller (Toy) Reviews

Digital control trains is new to me, and I really

fell in love with it.Being able to control several Awesome product
locomotives is great fun. I love DCC I'm just getting started with the
locomotives with sounds cause it keep your hobby, and this controller is
interest. The steam locomotives have lots of beyond simple to use. Sets up
sounds of a real steam locomotives. I have two in about 2 minutes, and you can
down sides on the Bachmann E-Z digital control reprogram your DCC trains in
system Bac44902 controller.(1)should have about 5 seconds. Read more
more than 10 or built larger to handle Published 4 months ago by Tony H
locomotives.(2) the black cable that goes from

controller to the 5 amp power booster should It works well once

be made stronger it easy breaks, had to one learns how to program

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Command-Digital-C... 11/1/2011
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purchase additional ones.It isn't made for kids 8
years and older cause they move around a lots
that will break the wireing. Since then I've gone to
Bachmann's E-Z Command Dynamis. No wires to
break cause I now have wireless. I put up my
wired E-Z command controller as a backup.
Handles more locomotives and gives more chance
to move around and no wires. Willie

Help other customers find the most helpful reviews

Was this review helpful to you?
Report abuse | Permalink

Comment

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful:
command center Bachman, July 9, 2010

By sem123 - See all my reviews
Durability: Fun: Educational:

This review is from: Bachmann Trains E-Z Command
Digital Command Controller (Toy)

pretty much just what the doctor ordered. Works
like a charm and exactly how the instructions said.
Read the instructions first

Help other customers find the most helpful reviews

Was this review helpful to you?
Report abuse | Permalink

Comment

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful:

A 70+ year old guy new to DCC,
June 15, 2011

By Gerald W. Lafavor "Jerry LaFavor” (Las
Vegas, NV.) - See all my reviews

Durability: Fun: Educational:

This review is from: Bachmann Trains E-Z Command
Digital Command Controller (Toy)

When I bought a Bachmann HO Train set the EZ
Command DCC was included. I did not have an .
understanding of DCC so I ran only one train for
several months. Over time I built a 5' X 10’ layout
in my garage and installed three separate tracks
which allowed me to run three trains. That is when

I learned about DCC and addressing engines. I also

learned you need to buy an engine with DCC or
add DCC yourself. In my case, a member of my
model train club installed all the DCC's needed if a
engine wasn't so equipped. But I soon learned to

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Command-Digital—C...

it.

This product is well worth the
price paid for it. It works
exceptionall well for being
below an MRC 6 , which is the
next step up. Programming is
very easy, even for me.

Read more

Published 5 months ago by
mickeysix@aol.com

Search Customer Reviews_

¥ Only search this product's
reviews

> See all 5 customer
reviews...

11/1/2011
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buy only DCC equipped engines. This unit has
(1) non-DCC address and (9) DCC address I
could play with on my track. I had a small bit
of trouble understanding how to program
engines with a one (1) through nine (9)
address. It was not a Bachmann issue, it was
my "slow down" and pay more attention to
what I was doing issue. By now I had a dozen
DCC engines and 5 non-DCC engines. (In my
opinion, buying HO gauge was relatively
inexpensive so that is why so many engines.)
When all was said and done, I was running
three (3) DCC and one (1) non DCC engines at
the same time with another 4 or 5 engines
sitting on side rails ready to enter the main
lines. You will need to design your own 1 digit
numbering system to correlate engines to the
EZ Controller single digit button on the
controller. I had installed 12 switches which
would allow me to move trains between tracks.
I soon realized why you need both an Engineer
and a Conductor. As time went by I also
discovered there are other "DCC" controllers
with much more sophistication than the EZ
unit. Still, everything considered, I made it
work for me. (As an aside, a guest who had
their own DCC engines with the more digit
sophisticated addressing could not run on my
tract with my EZ controller.) Keep in mind, the
EZ controlier is at the beginning of the DCC
control Systems and is very inexpensive. i
would recommend the purchase of the EZ
Controller for two reasons. 1) If this is your
first entry into DCC this is all you need to learn
on. 2) The unit price is under $100 and is a
very inexpensive way to find out if you are
going to want to use DCC. I have since sold all
my HO equipment including the layout and am
getting ready to do either "O" or "027" both of
which will give me 1/48 size which is close to
twice as big as my 1/87 HO gauge was. I have
cupboard full of "G" scale which I had outside
at another house 10 years ago. i considered
setting it up in my garage but decided it was
just to big. You know how it is, once a model
train lover, always a model train lover. I hope
my comments after my 3 years experience with
the EZ DCC offers some help. And, if you were
wondering, I am going to buy another
Bachmann EZ DCC Controller for my next
model train set-up. Jerry LaFavor, Las Vegas

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Command-Digital-C... 11/1/2011
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Help other customers find the most helpful reviews

Was this review helpful to you? i
Report abuse | Permalink

Comment

Share your thoughts with other
customers:

> See all 5 customer reviews...

Customers Who Viewed This Item Also Viewed

Bachmann Trains Power Bachmann Trains Snap - Bachmann Trains Digital

Pack with Speed Fit E - Z Track Steel A... Commander Ready - To
Controll... by Bachmann by Bachmann Trains -... by Bachmann Trains
Trains 4) (8)

@ $67.60 $185.56
$34.18 .

Bachmann Trains E-Z MRC Prodigy Express by Bachmann Trains

Command Dynamis MRC Overland Limited Ready
Wireless I... by Bachmann (1) - To -... by Bachmann
Trains $127.47 Trains
$202.95 (13)
$149.99
Tag this product (what's this?) Search Products Tagged
Think of a tag as a keyword or label you consider is gwﬂ:h
strongly related to this product.
Tags will help all customers organize and find favorite
items. :
> Explore product tags
Customer Discussions
This product’s forum Related forums

http://www.amazon.com/Bachmann-Trains-Command-Digital-C... 11/1/2011
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prscn Reples ..21est Post model trains forum (1
No discussions yet discussion)
Ask questions, Share opinions, Gain insight Toys forum (245 discussions)

Start a new discussion

Topic: | i
Active discussions in related forums

Discussion Replies Latest Post

. Toys forum

B Amazon growing in con artists like ebay? 739 9 hours ago

.y Toys forum

= Sellers Wall of Shame!!! 1008 10 hours ago
Toys forum

#} Should Taxes Be Collected on Amazon & Other 183 10 hours ago
Online Sales ?
Toys forum

# What was the best toy you ever received on 692 22 hours ago
Christmas morning?

v Toys forum

® price Gaugers Should Be Shot!!i1!! 427 23 hours ago

- Toys forum

B gsyupply and Demand vs Price Gouging 130 23 hours ago

= Toys forum

= | ego Thread 2 1days3go

%] Toys forum 3 2 days ago

A new trend in board games?

Search Customer Discussions

Search all Amazon discussions

Look for Similar Items by Category
Toys & Games > Grown-Ups > Hobbies

Toys & Games > Hobbies > Trains & Accessories > Power Supplies

Feedback

» If you need help or have a question for Customer Service, contact us.

* Would you like to give feedback on images or tell us about a lower price?
» Is there any other feedback you would like to provide? Click here

Your Recent History (What's this?)
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E-Z Track HO Scale Nickel Silver Model Train Track Page 1 of 4

13 More Areas

Home > Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale

‘ Hobbylinc.com offers 58 E-Z Track HO Scale Nicket Silver Mode! Train Track for sale up to 43% off
i i Weekly Spr

REFINE SEARCH Showing 1 - 20 of 58 items Sort By Most Popular & Search Here For:|

[l specials {5)
tems with Images (58) 9" Straight N/S E-Z Track (4) HO by Bachmann

5.,
Bl In-Stock (56)
This is a Set of 9" Straight Nickel Silver E-Z HO Scale Track by Bachmann.

Features: * 9" of straight track with nickel silver rail, mounted on gray roadbed. * VITAL T Code 1 00?;;?';

E-Z track System connects quickly with better connections, which provide better Updated 11/1/2011 HO
MANUFACTURERS electrical conduction. * No screws, nails, or special tools needed for assembly; Your Price: $8.88 $2.29 [ 349
track simply snaps together. Retail: $13.50
. * Price valid throu
LE& Found In : Mode! Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale Savitigs:34% off § <
Bachmann (58} ; : Product # BAC44511 View More £

@ Availability: In Stock
Select More ... [zoom ] [ Product Details ]
“SUpddtacart

Toll Free O

Remote Switch LH NS E-Z Track HO by Bachmann

Here's Bachmann's HO Nickel Silver Left Hand Remote Switch E-Z Track with
Wires and Gray Roadbed. Features: * Quick and easy track assembly. * Nicke! ~ VITAL INJ

silver rails with gray roadbed. * Wood grain black plastic ties. * Snaps together Updated 11/1/2011
and stays together. * Operates on floors, tables and carpets. * No screws, nails Your Price: $15.89
or special tools needed for assembly. * Manually switch the track your train is on. Retail: $24.00
Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver -~ HO Seale Savings: ISR CET Call Hobbyli:

Product #: BAC44561
Availability: In Stock

Feedback

22" Curve N/S E-Z Track (4) HO by Bachmann

Here's 4 Pieces of Bachmann's HO Nickel Silver Curved E-Z Track w/Gray
Roadbed. They Make Up One Quarter of a 22" Radius Circle. Features: * Quick VITALI

1 have placed 4 orders
models with Hobbydine

and easy track assembly. * Nickel silver rails with gray roadbed. * Wood grain Upcated 11/1/2011 [ wery well packaged to
black plastic ties. * Snaps and stays together. * Op on floors, Your Price: $11.99 contents during shippl
tables and carpets. * No screws, nails or special tools needed for assembly, * Retail: $18.50
These 4 pieces will make up 1I4 of a 22" radius circle. Savings: 35% off
: Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale Product #: BAC44503
[zo0m] [Produ Details ] Availability: In Stock

18" Curve N/S E-Z Track (4) HO by Bachmann
Here's Bachmann's HO Nickel Silver E-Z Track 18" Radius Curved Track (4

Pieces) with Gray Roadbed. Features: * Quick and easy track assembly. * VITALL
Nickel silver rails with gray roadbed. * Wood grain black plastic ties. * Snaps Updaled 11/1/2011
her and stays her. * Op on floors, tables and carpets. * No Your Price: $8.7%
screws, nails or special tools needed for assembly. * This curved piece will easily Retail: $13.50
put your train cars back on track. Savings: 34% off
¥ound In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale Product #: BAC44501
[zoom] { Product Details ] Awvailability: In Stock

Payvment O

Remote Switch RH NS E-Z Track HO by Bachmann

$$$$ On Sale $$$$
Sale Price Valid Through Thursday Vi
Updated 11/11/2011
This is Bachmann's HO Nickel Silver Right Hand Remote Switch E-Z Track with Your Price: $14.63
Wires and Gray Roadbed. Features: * Quick and easy track assembly. * Nickel Retail: $24.00
silver rails with gray roadbed. * Wood grain black plastic ties. * Snaps together Savings: 38% off -
and stays together. * Operates on floors, tables and carpets. * No screws, nails gs: * Purchase Orders ¢

or special tools needed for assembly. * Manually switch the track your trainis on, ~ Product #: BAC44562
bility:-In-Stock——

Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale

Gift Certifi

15" Radius Curve N/S (4) HO by Bachmann

These are Curved Track ions from itable for Ages 8 &
Older. Features: * These 4 pieces of track make up 1/3 of a 15" radius circle. * y; LT
Snap-fit E-Z Track® sections. * Nickle silver rails and connectors. * Gray molded Updated 11/172011

road bed. * Scale black railroad tie dimensions with realistic wood grain. * No Your Price: $9.39
screws, nails or special fools needed for assembly. Retail: $14.50
Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale “vmys:w'%%'-Oﬁwmim
Product #: BACA44505 Q

{zoom] [ Product Details | Availability: In Stock

http://www.hobbylinc.com/cgi-bin/s8.cgi?cat s=UKH&tagl i=1... 11/1/2011



E-Z Track HO Scale Nickel Silver Model Train Track

§PAddto Cart

E-Z Command N/S Left Turnout HO by Bachmann

$$%$ On Sale $$$$
Sale Price Valid Through Thursday

This is an HO Scale E-Z Track(R) DCC Tumnout-Left by Bachmann(R). For ages
8 and older. Features: For use with DCOequlpped Bachmann train sets Quick,
easy installation and programming No speccal wiring or control box needed

Nickel silver rail and with gray Electrically wired frogs Clear
tie spacing Low-profile spike heads Modeled from AAR track ¢ engineering

ViTaLX

Page 2 of 4

RMATION
Updated 11/1/2011
Your Price: $27.69
Retail: $46.00
Savings: 39% off
Product #: BAC44130

“SPrddtaCart dimensions. Availability: In Stock
Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale
E-Z Command N/S Right Turnout HO by Bachmann
$$$$ On Sale $$$$
Sale Price Valid Through Thursday VITAL RMATION
Updated 11112011
This is an HO Scale E-Z Track(R) DCC Tumout-Right by Bachmann(R). For Your Price: $30.18
ages 8 and older. Features: For use with DC(}equlpped Bachmann train sets Retail: $46.00
Quick, easy installation and programming No special wiring or control box Savings: 34% off
needed Nickel silver rail and with gray El gs:
frogs Clear tie spacing Low-profile spike heads Modeled from AAR traek Product #: BAC44131
[zoom] [ Product Details ] engineering dimensions. Availability: In Stock
“BPaddroCant Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale
E-Z Track Connector Assortment HO by Bachmann
: This is the HO scale E-Z Track Assorted Track Sections by
For ages 14 years and up. Features: * The (10) pieces of track in this package VrraLl N
are designed to provide layout flexibility and can also be used as gap fillers in Updated 11/1/2011
more d railroad * Snaps and stays on Your Price: $7.29
floors, tables and carpets. * No nails, screws, or special tools needed. * HO Retail: $10.25
scale. Savings: 28% off
' ? Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale Product #: BAC44592
[2zoom ] [ Product Details ] Availabitity: In Stock

“EyAddtaCan

4-1/2" Straight N/S E-Z HO by Bachmann

Bachmann's HO Scale Nicke) Silver E-Z Track System 4-1/2" Straight Track
Electric Railroad Accessory. Features: * No screws, nails or specia! tools
needed for assembly. * Nickel silver tracks with gray roadbed. * Snaps together
for quick and easy assembly. * Expands your HO scale model railroad into new
directions.

Updated 11/1/2011
Your Price: $6.69
Retail: $10.26

Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale

{ zoom] [ Product Details ]

9" Rerailer N/S E-Z Track HO by Bachmann

Here's Bachmann's HO Nickel Silver E-Z Track 9" Straight Terminal Rerailer with
Wire and Gray Roadbed. Features: * Quick and easy track assembly. * Nickel
silver rails with gray roadbed. * Wood grain black plastic ties. * Snaps together
and stays together. * Operates on floors, tables and carpets. * No screws, nails
or special tools needed for assembly. * This straight piece will easily put your
train cars back on track

Savings:34%off
Product #: BAC44514
Availability: In Stock

Updated 11/172011
Your Price: $6.69
Retail: $10.26
Savings: 34% off

Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nicke) Silver - HO Scale

[zoom ] [ Product Details ]
“SPMdataca

Hayes Bumper N/S E-Z HO by Bachmann

Bachmann's HO Scale Nickel Silver E-Z Track System 2-Piece Hayes Bumper
on Gray Roadbed Electric Railroad Track Pieces. Features: * No screws, nails
or special tools needed for assembly. * Nickel silver tracks with gray roadbed. *
Snaps together for quick and easy assembly. * Hayes Bumpers serves as sort of
an end cap to your track. * Bumpers are black.

Product # BAC44510
Availability: in Stock

VITAL T

Updated 11/1/2011
Your Price: $8.59
Retail: $13.00

Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale

[zoom ] [ Product Details ]
"§/Add to Cart

4x8' Hobby Track Pack w/DVD by Bachmann

This is the "Your First Railroad Track Pack” by Bachmann®. Suitable for Ages 8
& Older. Features: * This 43-piece track pack has all the E-Z Track® snap-fit
track (with molded roadbed) you'll need to build the layout featured on the
enclosed DVD: "Building Your First Model Railroad” hosted by Michael Gross. *
Track pieces have nickel silver rails and black molded ties with realistic wood
grain detail. * Easy track assembly...no nails, screws, or special tools needed. *
Detailed printed instructions provided.

VITAL I

LUK Y X
Product #: BAC44591
Availability: In Stock

RMATION
Updated 11/1/2011
Your Price: $36.79
Retail: $170.00
Savings: 43% off
Product #: BAC44596

Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale

http://www.hobbylinc.com/cgi-bin/s8.cgi?cat s=UKH&tagl i=1... 11/1/2011



E-Z Track HO Scale Nickel Silver Model Train Track

{zoom] [ Product Details | Availability: In Stock

3" Straight N/S E-Z Track (4) HO by Bachmann

Here's 4 Pieces of Bachmann's HO Scale Nickel Silver 3" Straight Sections of E-

Z Track with Gray Roadbed. Features: * Quick and easy track assembly. * VITAL INFORMATION
Nickel silver rails with gray roadbed. * Wood grain black plastic ties. * Snaps Updated 11/172011
and stays tog *Of on floors, tables and carpets. * No Your Price: $6.08
screws, nails or special (ools needed for assembly. * Pieces will make a 127 Retail: $9.25
straight track when put together. Savings: 34% off
Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale Product #: BAC44512

[2oom ] [ Product Details | Availability: In Stock

WGP to Cart

26" Radius Curve N/S (5) HO by Bachmann

These are Curved Track ions from B: i forAges8 &

Older. Features: * These 5 pieces of track make up 1/4 (90°) of a 26" radius VITAL INFORMATION
circle, * Snap-fit E-Z Track® sections. * Nickle silver rails and connectors. * Gray Updated 11/1/72011
molded road bed. * Scale black railroad tie dimensions with realistic wood grain. Your Price: $11.99

* No screws, nails or special tools needed for assembly. Retail: $18.50

Savingsr 385%™
Product #: BAC44519
Availability: In Stock

Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale

This is a Box of 50 Pieces of 9" Straight Nickel Silver E-Z Track by Bachmann.
Features: * Grey plastic with nickel silver rails and black ties. * Operates on VITAL INFORMATION

floors, tables, and carpets. * No screws, nails, or special ools needed for Updated 11/1/2011
assembly. * Snaps together and stays together. * Quick, easy assembly. * Your Price: $88.18
Economicat bulk packaging. Retail: $150.00

SAVIHGST AT O
Product #: BAC44581A
Availability: In Stock

Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale

#6 Remote Switch RH N/S E-Z Track HO by Bachmann
This Package Contains One HO Scale Electrically Op d #6 C

(Right) Switch E-Z Track with Nickel Silver Rail and Two Controflers from ViTAL IN]

Bachmann, Features: * Quick and easy installation] * 2 bum-out proof Updated 11/1/2011
for independent tumout operation. * Connector wires provided. * Your Price: $45.49

Manual control. * Nickel silver rail and connectors. * Gray roadbed. * Scale black Retait: $69.00

railroad tie dimensions with molded-in wood grain detail. * Electricatly wired Savings: 34% off

frogs. * The tumouts are not polarized, but can be easily. * Switch assembly -

instruction provided. * No additional power pack connections are required. Product #: BAC44576

Availability:-4n.Stock e

Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale

#6 Remote Switch LH NIS E-Z Track HO by Bachmann

This Package Contains One HO Scale Electrically Operated #6 Ci (Left)

Switch E-Z Track with Nickel Silver Rail and Two Controllers from Bachmann, ~ VITALL

Features: * Quick and easy i ion! * 2 by it proof for Updated 11/122011

dependent tumout op *C wires provided. * Manual control. * Your Price: $45.49

Nickel silver rail and connectors. * Gray roadbed. * Scale black railroad tie Retail: $69.00
[zoom] [ Product Details] | dimensions with molded-in wood grain detail. * Electrically wired frogs, * The Savings: 34% off
SPaddtoCart tumouts are not polarized, but can be easily. * Switch assembly instruction gs:

provided. * No additional power pack connections are required. Product #: BAC44575

Availability:..in.Stock.
Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale

#5 Switch RH N/S E-Z Track HO by Bachmann

This package contains One HO Scale Electrically Op d #5 C Right

Switch E-2 Track with Nickel Silver Rail from Bachmann. Features: * Quickand VITAL INFORMATION

easy i ion! * one . * Connector wires provided. * Manual Updated 11/122011

control. * Nickel silver rail and connectors. * Gray roadbed. * Scale black railroad ~ Your Price: $24.38

tie dimensions with molded-in wood grain detail. * Electrically wired frogs. * Retail: $37.00

Switch Y L3 . * Carded p Savings: 34% off
Found In s Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale Product #: BAC44566

{zoom ] [ Product Details } Availability: In Stock

S taCart

#5 Switch LH N/S E-Z Track HO by Bachmann

This Package contains One HO Scale Electrically Op d #5 Ci Leit

Switch E-Z Track with Nicke! Silver Rail from Bachmann. Features: * Quickand ~ VITAL INFORMATION

easy i ion! * Includes one - * Connector wires provided, * Manual Updated 11/172011

control. * Nickel silver rail and connectors. * Gray roadbed. * Scale black railroad ~ Your Price: $24.39

tie dimensions wnh moldgd-in wopd grain detail. * Elect!'ically wired frogs. * Retail: $37.00

Switch y p . * Carded F N Savings: 34% off
Found In : Model Trains > Track / Accessories > Nickel Silver - HO Scale Product #: BAC44565

[zoom ] [ Product Details ] Availability: In Stock

http://www.hobbylinc.com/cgi-bin/s8.cgi?cat s=UKH&tagl i=1... 11/1/2011
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E-Z Track HO Scale Nickel Silver Model Train Track

FaddtoCs
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Bachmann HO Scale EZ-Track

d Sines 1947 l
AboutOrdering & Stipping &7 ViewCart ¥ cneckowt €8 FAQP  Prvacy  ContactUs i
Home Hobbies & Models Crafts&Art Toys & Games Baby & Toddler C g & ional  Tools & Materials
Teaine Bachmann HO Scale EZ-Track

® HO Train Track
® How-To Books
® Power Supplies

Scenery/Diorama
Turf and Snow
Foliage

Lichen

Trees

Ballast

Odds n Ends
Adhesives

Hobby Supplies
® Paint

® Ghie

® Tools

® AirBrush

® Hardware

® Woods

@ Metals

Uptown Sales Inc.
1242 Commons Ct.
Clermont, F1 34711

Help@UptownSales.com

HO Scale E-Z Track Accessory Set

Expands a basic 18" radius circle of E-Z Track into a figure eight layout. :

includes: 8 pieces of 18" radius curved and 6 pieces of 9" straight E-Z
Track. Assembled lighted train station. Includes motorized Gandy
Dancer Handcar. 14 plece pier set for over-under excitement. 32 page
Track Plan Manual is included.

BAC 44493 - $95.00

$84.99

18" Radius Curved Track
The standard curved track as packed in train sets. 30 degrees of
curvature per section, Requires 12 sections to make a full circle.

10
ver Rail, Gray Roadbed (4 pc.) BAC44501 $14.50
d {4 pc.) BAC44401 $10.00

icket
| Steel Rail, Black Road

Rerailer/Terminal: 18" Radius Curved
Standard curved rerailer section helps set car's wheels on the raits.
Included power wire plugs in to either side.

Steel Rail, Black Roadbed BAC44402 $9.25
i Nickel Silver Rail, Gray Roadbed BAC44502 $10.50

Straight Track, 9 " Long

i Stee! Rail, Black Roadbed, (4 pc.) BAC:44411 $10.25
1

22" Radius Curved Track
Four sections to a pack. A wider than standard radius curved track. 22%
degrees of curvature per section. Requires 16 sections to make a full
circle,

b en ada itio v cart.
* Nickel Silver Rail, Gray Roadbed BAC44503 $18.50
 Steef Rail, Black Roadbed BAC44403 $12.00

Switch: Left Turn, Remote Operated
Left tumout remote track switch based on a 9" straight and an 18"
radius curve. Electrically d. Includes push selector and

2 1t
: Nicke! Silver Rail, Gray Roadbed BAC44561 $25.50
. Steel Rail, Black Roadbed BAC44461 $18.00

Page 1 of 2

ickel S

: Nicke
: Steel

Rail, Gray Roadbed BAC44510
Rail, Black R

Straight Track, 3" Long

Four sections per pack.
BAC44412 - $7.50

Rerailer/Terminal: 9" Straigl
9" straight rerailer section helps set car's wheels ¢
included power wire plugs in to either sid

1

dbed BAC44410 $9.25

.

Switch: Right Turn, Remote Ope

Right tumout remote track switch based on a 9" str.

18" radius curve. Electrically operated. includes ¢
selector and wire.

: Nickel Silver Rail, Gray Roadbed BAC442

then add

! Steel Rail, Black Roadbed BAC44462 $18.0(

atv:i1

http://www.usahobby.com/trains/eztrack.php

atv 1

11/1/2011



Bachmann HO Scale EZ-Track

" Track and train not included

Pier Set
Elevate your EZ Track for over-n-under action.
BAC44471 - $22.50

http://www.usahobby.com/trains/eztrack.php

Page 2 of 2

30 degree Track Crossing
Tracks cross at a 30 degree angle. Most commor
making flat figure 8 layouts.

Steel Rail, Black Roadbed BAC44440 $8
Nickel Rall, Gra C44540 $1:

11/1/2011



Integrated roadbed model railroad track (incorrectly called snap... Page 1 of 2

r Play Video

mylowes

SIGN UP NOW » “WW‘@W NG
Abaut.com. Model Railroad Trains

Integrated Roadbed Track | Discuss in my forum

{Sometimes Erroneously Called Snaptrack)
From Randall Roberts, formér About.com Guide
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=
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[~

|

Print

Model railroad track with an integrated roadbed makes assembling a track layout much easier than using standard track. Integrated roadbed track is
perfect for beginners and children because it's easy to assemble and take apart, and it works much better on carpet than standard track. However, no
model railroad track works well on deep shag carpet (with the possible exception of the O gauge integrated roadbed tracks). Today the majority of
model railroad electric train sets are packaged with an integrated roadbed track. Below, you will find various brands of integrated roadbed track listed by
scale.
Integrated Roadbed Track Overview

1 You don't need to worry about the track code because that's part of an integrated roadbed track's specification.

Keep in mind that one brand of integrated roadbed track is not compatible with another, though some brands offer adapter
sections for connecting their track to other bands. The photo shows Kato Unitrack on the left and Bachmann E-Z Track on the
right.

Author's phato. (Click to
eniarge). You don't have to concemn yourself with the track's code number when using integrated roadbed track; manufacturers only offer it
in one code.

Also remember that the {rack pieces available to you depend on the brand you select.

nitrack K H nd N 1
Kato offers its Unitrack with their patented "Unijoiner" in both HO scale and N _scale. I personally use Unitrack in both N and HO gauge. I'm very happy
. with Unitrack, although the HO selection of track pieces is a bit limited. If HO were my primary scale I might look to True-Track or E-Z Track.

E-Z Track by Bachmann {HO and N Scale}

E-Z Track also comes in HO scale and N scale sizes. This may be the.most commonly found integrated roadbed track. This is because several
manufacturers who don't have their own track products bundle ovals of E-Z Track with their train sets.

Bachmann recently became the first integrated roadbed track manufacturer to build DCC decoders into their turnouts. Their E-Z Command Turnouts
come in nine varieties, including #5 left, right and wye turnouts and #6 left, right, left single crossover, and right single crossover. MSRP ranges from
$48 for standard turnouts to $80 for the single crossovers.

Note: E-Z Command Turnouts are not for use in DC power pack operations.

True-Track by Atlas Model RR Co. (HO and N Scale}

True-Track is fascinating product. I must confess that, at the time of this writing, I haven't handled any of it. But what makes
True-Track unique is that it is actually Atlas Snap-Track brand track attached to a plastic roadbed base. If desired, the Snap-
w i Track can be removed from the True-Track roadbed. The Atlas Snap-Track used by True=Track is code 83 HO track.

Fhoto courtesy Atlas

todei Railroad Co. The N gauge version of True-Track was just recently announced (as of this writing). It uses Atlas Code 65 rails. Judging by the
limited information available, it doesn't appear that the N scale True-Track incorporates standard track and a removable roadbed.
Micro-Track by Micro-Trains Line (Z Scale)

Micro-Trains Line offers Z Scale Micro-Track. Their 12 piece oval starter set is very reasonably priced. The 20 piece expansion set
includes two turnouts (one left and one right) and presents some interesting layout possibilities.

Photo courtesy of Micro-
Trains Line.

$:-Trax by Showcase Line (S Scale)

S-Helper Service, Inc. is the manufacturer of Showcase fine. To my knowledge they are the only S scale manufacturer that offer an integrated roadbed
track in S gauge. S-Trax uses code 131 rail, which S-Helper asserts is the correct scale rail for Pennsylvania Railroad prototype tracks. At the time of this
writing S-Trax is available in three straight lengths, three curve radii, and both #3 and #5 switches (turnouts); with more pieces to foliow.

http://modeltrains.about.com/od/layoutconstruction/tp/Integrated... 11/1/2011



Integrated roadbed model railroad track (incorrectly called snap... Page 2 of 2

Bedding Track by Tillig Modelibahnen {TT Scale)

Although many American model railroaders have never heard of it, TT scale is alive and well in Europe. Tillig Modelbahnen produces modern integrated
roadbed track, "Bedding Track”, in TT scale and includes ovals of Bedding Track in their TT scale starter sets. What I really like about Tillig's Bedding
track is that they use Kato's Unijoiners, and you already know how much I like Kato's Unitrack.

Tillig actually says on their website that bedding track is "especially for kids and frequent building and dismantling of the track oval". Interestingly
though, Tillig also sells snap-on roadbed for their Advanced Track, which results in a system similar to Atlas' HO scale True-Track.

Eastrack by Lionel (O Scale, Three-Rail)

Fastrack is Lionel's brand of integrated roadbed track. An oval of approximately 40 by 60 Fastrack is included in all of recent Lionel's train sets. Lionel
offered a blackened center rail version of Fastrack for a while, but discontinued it. Blackened center rail in an integrated roadbed track is still available
from MTH, but isn't compatible with Lionel's Fastrack. ’

RealTrax by MTH (O Scale Three-Rail}
MTH Realtrax offers a blackened center rail in a three-rail O scale integrated roadbed track. A 31 inch by 51 inch oval of RealTrax is included with MTH
train sets.

Related Searches Kato Unitrack Model Railroad Track  Electric Train Sets  Shag Carpet Roadbed Track Overview

http://modeltrains.about.com/od/layoutconstruction/tp/Integrated... 11/1/2011



Bachmann Trains E-Z Track Snap-Fit 18" Radius Curved Track... Page 1 of 2

LEARN MORE Sigriin | My Account

W 4 SIFES o $0.00

4 CART
Home | 1.866.9696128 | Email | Help { About

FREE 2-DAY DELIVERY &
on ovdens of $49+ tnam mare

YoYo.com > Hobbies & Collectibles > Mode! Railroads

Be the first to Write a Review

BACHMANN TRAINS E-Z TRACK SNAP-FIT 18"
RADIUS CURVED TRACK 4/CARD

H

Be the first of your friends to like this.

Qrders $49+
$9 * 79 ftem: Snap-Fit 18" Radius Curved Track 4/card
List Price: $40.95 Order by € PM for delivery in 1-2 Business Days.

| Snap-Fit 18" Radius Curved Track $9.79
Sicard $16:65

Total Price $9.79 Totat Quantity: 1

Roll over image to magnify

PRODUCT INFORMATION

DESCRIPTION

No Assembly Requirsd No Batleries Required ‘

Bachmann's exclusive E-Z Track system makes set-up quick, easy
and fun. Stee! Alioy rail. Black roadbed. E-2 Track System - Snaps
Together. Stays Together on Floors, Tables and Carpets.

Features include:

“Steel Alloy rait

*Black roadbed

+£-Z Track System —Snaps Together, Stays Together on Fioors,
Tables and Carpets

«No nails, screws, or speciai tools needed

*Modeted from AAR track engineering dimensions

View All Bachmann Trains

http://www.yoyo.com/p/bachmann-trains-e-z-track-snap-fit-18-ra... 11/1/2011



View All Kodel Railroads

CUSTOMER REVIEWS

Bachmann Trains E-Z Track Snap-Fit 18" Radius Curved Track... Page 2 of 2

Not yet rated. Be the first to Write a Review
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Search
OTOWER HOBRIES®

i‘}rgcfe ing

Account gy

Tips fc;r

Searching
Just Train G Scale HO Scale N Scale O /S Scale  Train Lighting &
Sets Trains Trains Trains Trains Scenery
Just Train  |RéilicadCategories | | Railfoad Manufacture
Sets TrainModels Special Offers!
Build-
o On All Orders of $30 or More  Subscribe to our
own- Offer is good through February 1, 2012! E-Mail
Combo Use Ad Number 010F5 when ordering. Newsletters
Ad Number Offer is only good on items offered  Enter your e-
on this site. mail:
HO Scale Train Sets
Privacy Policy
Bachmann Golden Spike Set — HO Scale
All Train . \ , .
Sets Ct_)mmemoratlng the world's first tfanscontmfental
B railroad, the 163-piece Golden Spike Set arrives ready
to ride the rails right out of the box! Includes an EMD Easy Pay
GP40 diesel locomotive w/operating headlight, 63" x Inventory
38" oval E-Z Track layout, body-mounted E-Z Mate Reduction
couplers, a suburban station, a signal bridge, 48 R ¢ Arrival
HO Scale figures, railroad signs and much, much more! ecent Arriva’s
Trains ONLY $146.99 Just Announced
Sets Stock Status: Scratch & Dent
In Stock More Information Gift Certificates
3 Easy Payments On Request  Ordering
of Only $48.99 Tutorial
Secure
Shopping
G Scale Privacy
Trains Statement
Sets Policies
_ Our History
. Add Us To Your
Bachmann Thomas Christmas Set — HO- Favorites
Scale Job
Help Thomas the Train spread holiday cheer with this Opportu.mtses
N Scale HO-Scale Christmas Set from Bachmann! Features a Contacting Us

http://www.trainmodels.com/

11/1/2011



Model Train Retailer - Scale Train Sets by Atlas, Bachmann, Li... Page 2 of 5

Trains

Children’s

&
Wooden
Railroad

Train Sets

56" x 38" oval E-Z track layout w/steel rails on molded
black roadbed, authentically reproduced Thomas and
Friends characters, a Thomas the Tank engine
w/plow, holiday hat and moving eyes, power pack,
speed control, international-style hook-and-loop
couplers and more! Ages 8 & up.

ONLY $99.99

Stock Status: More Information

In Stock

Easy Payments On Request
of Only $33.33

G Scale Train Sets

New Bright Holiday Express G Scale Train
Set
The animated Holiday Express Set is powered by a
festively decorated 4-4-0 steam engine with authentic

sounds and lights, and each car is loaded with
holiday, animated detail!

ONLY $172.98

Stock Status:
In Stock

3 Easy Payments On Request
of Only $57.66

More Information

Bachmann Night Before Christmas G Scale
Model Train Set

Perhaps there is no other gift more fun to find under
the Christmas tree than a brand new train set.

http://www.trainmodels.com/

Send Us Your
Comments

Resources

Railroad
Reporting Marks

All Our Sites
Hobbies.net

Die Cast Models
Model Ships
Rockets

RTF Planes
Plastic Models
Radio Control
R/C Cars

Micro R/C Cars

Science &
Hobbies

Puzzles

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED
If for any reason
you don't like or
don't want
something you
received from
Hobbies.com,
you may return
New and Unused
merchandise
within 30 days for
a full refund or

exchange.

CUSTOMER CIRTIFIED BY

bizrate

TrainModels.com is
brought to you by
Tower Hobbies.
Since 1971, Tower

11/1/2011



Model Train Retailer - Scale Train Sets by Atlas, Bachmann, Li... Page 30of5

Delivering its promise of magic and delight is the Night
Before Christmas train set. Includes Santa and elves
figures, a 4-6-0 steam locomotive, tender with coal

load, gondola and bobber caboose.

Stock Status:

in Stock

ONLY $259.98

More Information

3 Easy Payments On Request

of Only $86.66

N Scale Train Sets

irit of Christmas Set - N

Bachmann The Sp

Turn any home into a winter wonderland with the
ultra-festive, ready-to-run Spirit of Christmas Set by
Bachmann! Includes an 0-6-0 steam locomotive and
tender, an old-time combine, two old-time coaches, a
complete E-Z Track layout, a power pack and speed

controller.

Stock Status:

In Stock

Bachmann McKinley Explorer N Scale

Scale

ONLY $131.97

More Informalion

3 Easy Payments On Request
of Only $43.99

http://www.trainmodels.com/

Hobbies has been
the leading source
for hobby supplies,
providing
outstanding service
at low prices.
Through
TrainModels.com,
you have access to
one of the world's
largest selections of
the best Hobby
products available.
You will find that our
prices are excellent
and our service is

second to none.

Contact us by calling
toll-free (USA and
Canada) at 800-637-
6050. International
callers may call 217-
398-3636. Direct
FAX inquiries to
800-637-7303 or
217-356-6608 Our
mailing address is:
PO Box 9078,
Champaign, IL

61826-9078.

All prices, pictures
and descriptions on
this site and all other
Tower Hobbies
publications are
subject to change.
Tower Hobbies
maintains no
responsibility for

inadvertent errors.

This site is
resolution-friendly
and strives to be

100% resizeable.
TOWER
HOBBIES
Serving
Hobbyists
Since 1971

Order Only
800-637-4989

11/1/2011
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Model Train Set Order
. ) ) Assistance
Treating passengers to breathtaking views of the 800-637-6050

Alaskan wilderness in special vista-dome car is the
McKinley Explorer. It runs today from Anchorage to
Fairbanks, running through Denali National Park. This
set includes everything you need to get started!

ONLY $119.99

S}?‘C's(t‘s)t;:”s: More Information

3 Easy Payments On Request
of Only $39.99

O 0/27 Scale Train Sets

NEW! Bachmann Santa's Express — ON30
Scale Railroad Set

Filled with toys for all the little girls and boys! Includes
a 2-6-0 steam locomotive with operating headlight and
coal tender, a combine passenger car with lighted
interior, a 2-bay coal hopper, a high-side gondola a
power pack and a speed controller. 16-piece oval E-Z
Track layout measures 56" x 38" (1422 mm x 965
mm).

ONLY $273.99

Stock Status: .
In Stock More Information

3 Easy Payments On Request
of Only $91.33

2 L

Lionel Nutcracker Route Christmas Train
Set — O Gauge

Make holidays even more magical with the Nutcracker
Route Christmas Train Set from Lionel! Features a
steam locomotive with TrainSounds sound system,
operating headlight and puffing smoke unit, a flatcar

http://www.trainmodels.com/ 11/1/2011



Model Train Retailer - Scale Train Sets by Atlas, Bachmann, Li...

with reindeer, a passenger coach, baggage car, a
miniature Nutcracker figure, a complete FasTrack
layout, a CW-80 transformer and smoke fluid.

ONLY $257.97

Stock Status:
In Stock

Easy Payments On Request
of Only $85.99

Gift Shop by Price

You're Just One Click from the
Perfect Gift!

How’s this for sidestepping holiday
hassles? You’re shopping for
someone who likes Model Trains.
You've got a dollar amount in mind.
Now, let the new Top 20 search
engine at TrainModels.com show you
a small selection of sure-fire gifts that
meet your specific needs! You can
pick from three popular gift giving
price ranges and spend much less
time shopping (and stick to your
budget, too). But each product listed
is a proven best-seller...certain to
please everyone on your list!

More Information

© Copyright Tower Hobbies 2004 - 2011

http://www.trainmodels.com/

Page 5 of 5
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Pacific Flyer: an E-Z Track® set with E-Z Mate® couplers - B... Page 1 of 2

BACHMANN TRAINS

Go to BACHMANN TRAINS's ToyShow Preview and Highlights page

Pacific Flyer: an E-Z Track® set with E-Z Mate®
couplers

Item Number: 00692

Login o View Price! (Free
Assembly and breakdown of trains in the railway yard is tough work, but the Pacific Flyer set is ready to
get the job done. Assemble your consist, clear the yard and move your freight to its final destination with

http://www.toydirectory.com/monthly/toyshow/product.asp?prod... 11/1/2011



Pacific Flyer: an E-Z Track® set with E-Z Mate® couplers - B... Page 2 of 2

:: the Pacific Flyer!

This ready-to-run HO scale train set includes:

0-6-0 steam locomotive and tender with operating headlight
gondola

box car

off-center caboose

body-mounted E-Z Mate® couplers

36" circle of snap-fit E-Z Track®

power pack and speed controller

illustrated instruction manual

[Add to my Inquiry Basket][?]

| Shop For It |
Specialty Retailers, have this be your link

BACHMANN TRAINS

Go to BACHMANN TRAINS's ToyShow Preview and Highlights page

Disclaimer Privacy Policy Feedback
Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our Terms of Use.
Copyright © 1996 to 2011 TDmonthly®, a division of ToyDirectory.com®, inc.

http://www.toydirectory.com/monthly/toyshow/product.asp?prod... 11/1/2011
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TOYDIRECTORY® | TDmonthiy® Magazine | Join our 14,600 subscribers | PlayZak® November 1, 2011 10:39:50 AM
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" . j gn th y Sign Up | Your Account | Login
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ONLINE SINCE 1056
Magazine Home Toy Show Highlights Toy Recalls Industry News
Search _Company or Product Name
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TDmonthly > ToyShow Preview > Rail Roads & Trains > BACHMANN TRAINS Previous | Next

BACHMANN TRAINS

Active ToyDirectory Member Since 2008
This ToyShow Preview was last updated on 7/7/2011

Bachmann Trains is a strong leader in the hobby industry, with popular brands
such as E-Z Track®, E-Z Mate®, Plasticville, U.S.A.®, Big Haulers™, Silver
Series®, and Spectrum®. Along with these brands, an extensive offering of
licensed train sets and separate-sale items help make Bachmann the world's best-
selling producer of model railroading products.

Click Here to see some of the products BACHMANN TRAINS has shared with TDmonthly Magazine as of 4/29/2011.

Highballer : an E-Z Track® Pacific Flyer: an E-Z
N Scale set Track® set with E-Z
Mate® couplers

New in N scale for 2009 is the Highballer set. The Assembly and breakdown of trains in the railway yard is
term "highball" originally referred to a railroad track : tough work, but the Pacific Flyer set is ready to get the job
signal indicating it was safe to proceed (literally, a done. Assemble your consist, clear the yard and move
ball hung over the tracks). In time, the expression your freight to its final destination with the Pacific Flyer!
"highballer" evolved to describe a train engineer who
ran his locomotives at reckless speeds. We urge you This ready-to-run HO scale train set includes:
to go easy on the throttle when you operate this @ 0-6-0 steam locomotive and tender with operating headlight
Highballer train set! ® gondola

® box car

http://www toydirectory.com/monthly/toyshow/toyshow.asp?id=... 11/1/2011
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Bachmann’s newest offering in N scale features:

® EMD F9 diesel locomotive with all-wheel drive and
operating headlight

® box car

® gondola

® off-center caboose

@ 24" circle of nickel silver E-Z Track®

® power pack and speed controller

@ iliustrated instruction manual

[Add to my Inquiry Basket][?]

off-center caboose

body-mounted E-Z Mate® couplers
36" circle of snap-fit E-Z Track®
power pack and speed controlier
illustrated instruction manual

[Add to my Inquiry Basket][?]

Royal Gorge: an E-Z

E-Z Mate® couplers

This ready-to-run HO scale train set includes:
powered F7-A locomotive with operating headlight
powered F7-B locomotive

smooth side coach

full-dome passenger car

body-mounted E-Z Mate® couplers

63" x 45" oval of snap-fit E-Z Track®

power pack and speed controller

illustrated instruction manual

[Add to my Inquiry Basket][?]

Track® HO Scale set with

Thoroughbred: an E-Z
Track® set with E-Z
Mate® couplers

Wheels rumble like the pounding of hooves as this iron
horse rounds the bend. Hauling freight with the ease and
grace of a champion, the Thoroughbred set delivers fun
and adventure to your stable of trains.

This ready-to-run HO scale train set includes:

F7 diesel locomotive with operating headlight
open quad hopper

gondola

wide-vision caboose

body-mounted E-Z Mate® couplers

47" x 38" oval of snap-fit E-Z Track®

power pack and speed controller

illustrated instruction manual

[Add to my Inquiry Basket][?]
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E Click Here to see some of the products BACHMANN TRAINS has shared with TDmonthly Magazine as of 4/29/2011. }

This ToyShow Preview was last updated on 7/7/2011
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Product
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Express Stock
Eligible Sort by

Status

_ i _ Bachmann
Bachmann E-Z
Riders w/Ball

Bearing Rollers |
LXPNZ2 jojonso (4) ¥

Qty
Discount
Available
Bachmann

Wheel Sets 36"
LXuGB1 HO (12

49.99 |

In Stock

In Stock
v 8.99 |
Qty
Discount
Available

Bachmann
Flatcar Back
1 Wheel Sets _
LXUGB2 33+ (12) HO v
Qty
Discount
Available
Bachmann
Thomas Hook &
Loop Couplers 3

Limited
Quantities

8.99 |

In Stock
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LX7631

LX7632

| LXZU17 | ong (12)

lg

Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate Coupler
Center Shank
Med (12) HO

Qty

Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate Uncoupling

Magnet
w/Brakeman HO

Qty
Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate Il Coupler
Center Shank
Med (12) HO

Qty

Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate |l Coupler
Center Shank

Med (25) HO
Qty

Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate |l Coupler
Center Shank

Qty
Discount
Available

8.59 ¥ In Stock

12.39 n Stock

In Stock
3.69

Limited

Quantities

17.29 |

28.99 |

17.29 ]
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Mate Il Coupler
Center Shank
LXZU18 Short (12)

v

Qty
Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate || NEM
Coupler Center
LXZU19 Shank Med (12)

Qty
Discount

Available
Bachmann E-Z
Mate 1l Coupler
Over Shank
LXBULG6 Long (12)

v

Qty
Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate Il Coupler
Over Shank
LXBUL7 Medium (12)

g

Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate |l Coupler
Under Shank
LXBUL9 Long (12)

v

Qty
Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate |l Coupler

‘Under Shank
LXBUMO \edium (12)

v
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Bachmann E-Z
Mate Il Coupler
Under Shank | In Stock
LXBUM1 ghort (12 v 17.29

Limited
Qty Quantities
Discount
Available

Bachmann E-Z
Mate Coupler
s Center Shank )
LXXRO7 WMedium (25) v 20.69

g

Discount
Available

Bachmann
Friction Bearing
Freight Truck No
LXAYFT Wheels (12pr v 28.9

Bachmann
Roller Bearing
Freight Trucks
LXAYFU No Wheels v 28.99 |
(12pr)

Bachmann
Magnetic Oper
EZ Mate MK |l
LXAYFV Cplrs Long v 17.29 |
(12pr)

g

Discount
Available

Bachmann
LXAYFW Magnetic Oper v 17.29 @
EZ Mate MK | " In Stock
Cplrs Medium
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Bachmann
Magnetic Oper
EZ Mate MK |

LXAYFX Cplrs Short
(12pr)

Qty
Discount

Available
Bachmann

Magnet
w/Brakeman

Figure N

- LXADBL

Add to
Wish
List
Bachmann Die-
Cast Power
S B | XFYW4 Trucks (2) G
Add to
Wish
List
Bachmann
Knuckle Coupler

" LX8098 (2) G

Qty
Discount
Available

Bachmann
Knuckle Coupler

Qty

Discount

Available

Bachmann

L Spectrum
- LXWJ23 Freight Truck (2)
On30 |

Add to

v

v

v
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Limited
Quantities

17.29 n Stock

Order

3.89 Mo Pending
In Stock
225.99 @&k
v Limited
Quantities

6.69 |

18.79 |

In Stock

11.9 o
Limited
Quantities
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Wish
List
Bachmann
Spectrum Arch
Bar Truck Low
LXFYS6 Frame ON30

Qty
Discount
Available

Bachmann 2-6-
0 Pilots
w/Operating
¥ | XUGK8 Magnetic
CouplersOn30

Qty
Discount

Available

v

v

Bachmann
Metal Wheels
LX8132 Small (4) G

v

B

Discount
Available

Bachmann
,: Metal Wheel Set
LX8133 4G

Discount
Available

Bachmann
Large Scale E-Z
Riders w/Ball
LXRHE® Brng Rollers (4)

Qty
Discount
Available

Bachmann

LXUGL1 Coupler Pockets
w/Screws (4) G

v
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Bachmann K-
27 Snow Plow
w/Coupler & | |
LXUGL2 Mounting v 20.29 @il In Stock
Bracket G
Qty
Discount
Available
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BODY:

AThousand Oaks man with lifelong ties to Walt Disney's magic is helping to market the first model-train replica of
the backyard railroad that was part of the inspiration for Disneyland.

Michael Broggie who knew Walt Disney and spent much of his childhood on the Disney studio lot and his business
partner got the Disney family to license production of the scale model electric train. It went on sale at Disneyland last
month and will be available nationwide in late June.

The train is a replica of the "Lillybelle," a five-car freight that Disney named for his wife and had built in the early
1950s at his Carolwood estate in Hollywood's Holmby Hills.

Dubbed the Carolwood-Pacific Railroad, the track encircled the grounds, transporting passengers through a tunnel,
over a trestle and up and down hills. Broggie called it the Mickey Mouse creator's first thrill ride.

With a locomotive, a tender, two gondolas, a boxcar and a yellow caboose, the toy is an HO-scale model, which
means it was built exactly 1/87th as big as the original. Disney's train was about one-eighth the size of the real thing,
Broggie said.

A model train buff, Broggie wrote "Walt Disney's Railroad Story," a 1997 book that chronicled the Disneyland
creator’s lifelong fascination with trains. He also founded the Carolwood-Pacific Historical Society, which, along with
Disney's family, maintains some of his trains at a barn workshop in Los Angeles' Griffith Park as a way to preserve and
promote his legacy.

Once perennial Christmas toys, the popularity of electric trains waned in recent decades, but Broggie believes it is
growing again because children enjoy doing things with their hands.

"The great thing about trains with children is it teaches teamwork, layout design, architecture, history and
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electricity," said Broggie, 62. "All of that is encompassed within the idea of a train layout, and the beauty of H.O.-scale
is you can do it on a tabletop."

Under development for more than a year, an initial order of 2,000 "Lillybelle" electric trains was manufactured by
Bachmann Trains Inc., a 134-year-old Philadelphia company that is the world's largest model train producer. Production
was licensed by the nonprofit Walt Disney Family Foundation, which will be paid an undisclosed percentage of sales as
a royalty.

A popular idea

The foundation will use the money to help finance construction of the Walt Disney Family Museum, a
60,000-square-foot facility dedicated to the founder's life. It is scheduled to open in mid-2009 at the San Francisco
Presidio.

Broggie and his partner, Michael Campbell of Livermore, convinced foundation members to license the trains'
production, saying it will raise funds for the museum while bolstering Walt Disney's legacy. Though the Walt Disney
Co. strictly controls the rights to most Disney products, the family owns the original "Lillybelle" train and the rights to
the use of Walt Disney's name and likeness.

Exclusive rights
The Disney family liked the idea almost from the moment Broggie and Campbell proposed it.

"Well, it's a wonderful little train," said Walter Miller of Woodland Hills, a Disney grandson and the foundation
president. "My grandpa loved trains. We like this because it's a product that highlights part of his legacy, and it was a
great opportunity. This puts a little bit of his past out there so that kids can enjoy trains and this promotes railroading."

Disneyland has exclusive rights to sell the model trains for 60 days.

Sales began at the Disneyanna store there April 21, with its entire initial supply of 150 snapped up by model
railroading hobbyists in about two hours, Broggie said.

Bachmann's suggested retail price is $200, but Disneyland is charging $150. Broggie and Campbell are not being
paid, but will become retail distributors for Bachmann in June. The trains also will be available on the Carolwood
Society's Web site, http://www.carolwood.com.

Miller, who was 5 when Walt Disney died in 1966, never rode on the "Lillybelle." He said Disney had it dismantled
after about two years because he was too busy to accommodate all the people asking to ride it.

The original train is stored at the San Francisco Presidio, a red-brick barracks built in 1897 that is being retrofitted
to meet earthquake safety standards. The museum will include an extensive railroad exhibit along with a Disney cultural
study and research center, as well as archives encompassing the many facets of Disney's work.

"You never knew exactly what my grandpa was thinking because he just kind of had a way of coming up with
ideas,” Miller said. Interest in the original "Lillybelle" was among many factors that convinced his grandfather to build
Disneyland.

Trains run in the family

Bachmann Trains is the world's largest producer of model trains in terms of units built, said Doug Blaine, the
company's marketing vice president. The privately held firm dates back to 1833, but didn't begin producing electric
trains until 1969. It makes detailed models for hobbyists as well as toys sold by mass marketers.
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In its early days, Bachmann made ivory handles for canes and umbrellas, along with women's combs and other
items. The company switched to tortoise shell and plastic materials after the Civil War. Blaine declined to release sales
or revenue figures, but said it expects the "Lillybelle" project to be profitable, even though the Walt Disney Family
Foundation is getting a share of the revenue.

"The whole story of Walt Disney and his love of trains, we wanted to commemorate that and represent that as best
we could for the people who appreciate the Disney story," Blaine said. "We envision this as a win-win situation for
everybody."

‘When he was a child, Broggie often went to work with his father Roger, a Disney employee for more than 40 years.
Roger Broggie headed Disney's machine shop and built many of Disneyland's best-known rides, including Pirates of the
Caribbean.

A locomotive named for Roger Broggie still powers trains at Florida's Walt Disney World, and a window
overlooking Disneyland's Main Street USA was recently dedicated in his memory.

Michael Broggie vividly recalls riding aboard the "Lillybelle" a few years before Disneyland's opening in 1955.

Bachmann's Blaine said the popularity of the "Thomas the Tank Engine" stories and films such as "The Polar
Express" are sparking renewed interest in model trains.

Broggie agreed, saying he is trying to get schools to use electric trains as a fourth-, fifth- or sixth-grade teaching
tool. He believes playing with them can be better than clicking a mouse.

"Today's children are not learning tactile skills. They spend too much time on the computer," Broggie said. "When I
was a kid, we always built models, model planes, model cars, what have you. We could build things with our hands and
put them on a shelf. It was something you could point to. Virtuality doesn't provide that opportunity. ... I have never yet
met a child, boy or girl, who didn't look at a train set and get excited."

On the Net:
http://disney.go.com/disneyatoz/familymuseum
http://www.bachmanntrains.com

http://www.carolwood.com
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HEADLINE: Build-a-robot store opens;
Founders' target audience is boys

BYLINE: By JOAN VERDON, STAFF WRITER, North Jersey Media Group

BODY:

A former Gap Brands president and a Manhattan entrepreneur have started a retail chain some observers have
dubbed "Build-A-Bear for boys."

Ken Pilot, 46, and Oliver Mitchell, 37, have opened two stores called Robot Galaxy where youngsters can assemble
robots and program them to say the child's name.

The universe's first Robot Galaxy opened Oct. 24 at Frechold Raceway Mall. The second store debuted Tuesday at
Palisades Center Mall in West Nyack, N.Y., where the creators hope to draw customers from North Jersey and New
York City. On Tuesday, parents and children were lining up at the West Nyack store for a chance to create robots that
range in price from $27 to more than $70, depending on how many accessories are selected.

Pilot and Mitchell are hoping they've invented a concept that taps into the demand for "experiential” retail
experiences - the demand that has created stores such as Build-A-Bear Workshop or the American Girl Place stores -
but gives little boys a store they can call their own.

Mitchell said one of his five children inspired him to create such a store. "When I take my kids out shopping, my
son is tagging along with his two older sisters and he's very frustrated," he said. "There's American Girl, there's Club
Libby Lu, there's Build-A-Bear, but there's nothing there for him. All he wants to do is throw the dolls out the window."

Mitchell approached Pilot, another Manhattan dad, with an idea for a "build your own robot" store. "I loved the
concept, I loved his passion, loved his energy," Pilot said. "And what I liked most was that it addressed a place in retail
that wasn't being addressed."

‘When Mitchell came to him with the idea, Pilot was in the midst of launching another retail concept, the Martin +
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Osa division of American Eagle Outfitters Inc. Pilot was president of that division until October 2006. His more than 20
years in apparel retailing included a short stint as chief executive officer of J. Crew after he left The Gap, and an
executive post with Polo Ralph Lauren.

"I loved the fact that this was different," said Pilot, rather than another apparel concept. "I haven't had this much fun
coming to work every day since my first years at The Gap."

Pilot also likes being part of a corporate team of two. "With only two people in the office, you end the day with a
decision," rather than more committee meetings, he said. When Pilot and Mitchell can't agree on something important,
they let the Rock 'Em Sock 'Em Robots game they keep in the office fight it out for them.

The Robot Galaxy founders have an easy way to test if a prospective employee is right for their new retail concept.
"If you put a robot on the table and they don't grab it and start playing with it, maybe the job's not for them," said Pilot.

Pilot and Mitchell would not reveal their start-up costs, but both of the creators invested their own money. They
also rounded up a network of family and friends as investors they said includes apparel gurus such as Roger Markfield,
vice chairman of American Eagle, and Richard Crystal, chairman of clothing company New York & Co. Model train
maker Bachmann Industries Inc. also signed on as a partner, and added its engineering know-how for the
programmable-motion vehicles the robots ride.

If the crowds at Palisades Center on Tuesday are an indication, young boys are buying into the fantasy. Gregory
Mattiaccio, 7, of Yonkers, was beaming after his father paid $50 for a Rah the Destroyer robot Gregory built. Gregory
said he picked the Rah character out of five robot styles "because he was the coolest." His father, Edward, said he
expected Gregory would make repeat trips to the store to buy additional accessories.

Assembling a retail chain

Ken Pilot and Oliver Mitchell are using these strategies as they create Robot Galaxy, a chain of
build-your-own-robot stores:

* There's only room for two captains in the mother ship (corporate headquarters). "With only two people in the
office, you end the day with a decision,” says Pilot.

* Outsource for the expertise you need. "We source out experts in their fields, from toys, to real estate, to design,"
says Mitchell.

* Pick employees who share your passion.
* Invest in the virtual world by creating a Robot Galaxy online sphere where kids can create robots and earn points.

E-mail: verdon@northjersey.com

GRAPHIC: STAFF PHOTOS BY CARMINE GALASSO;

Oliver Mitchell, left, and Ken Pilot opened their second Robot Galaxy store on Tuesday at Palisades Center Mall in
West Nyack, N.Y.

Robot Galaxy owners Oliver Mitchell and Ken Pilot showing some of their models to Abe and Diana Klotz and their
4-year-old grandson, Sam. The robots range in price from $27 to more than $70.

3,4,5,6 - Uncaptioned photos of robots.
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HEADLINE: There's everything from dresses to guitars at Z Boutique
BYLINE: Shelley Owens correspondent

BODY:

Z Boutique may seem like a women's boutique, but how many stores sell dresses and handmade guitars?

Owner Carly Zitto has stocked the Stuart shop with apparel and other items that for women from age 18 to 88. She
carries better jeans, dress collections, costume and art jewelry, handbags and accessories.

And then there is the functional art.

"Joe Baby is a popular artist in Delray Beach who produces handmade guitars and violins," Zitto said. "I have
acoustic and electric guitars," she said.

Joe Baby is well known for his hand-built tennis racquets, Zitto said, and he will start making art-glass mirrots that
will be carried at the store which opened in September.

Zitto has several dress collections that always get attention when she wears selections from them.

She hopes her command of attention will extend to the Web. At this writing, her site, www.zboutique.net, was
under development.

Zitto said she loves her stqrefront at 201 Colorado Ave., Suite 2.

"To the right is the water and to the left is Key Lime Cafe," she said. "I am very, very happy with the location."
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The store is also across from her apartment, giving Zitto the opportunity to add a "Fashion Emergency" doorbell. If
you are experiencing a fashion emergency, say you've spilled red wine on your dress, just push the doorbell and Zitto
will open the store and help you choose a suitable replacement.

BERGGREN'S HOBBIES
This holiday season will mark Berggren's Hobbies' 72nd Christmas in Vero Beach.

"My mom and dad came to Vero Beach in 1935 and opened a five-and-dime," said Dave Berggren, who owns and
today operates the store at 1130 20th Place with wife, Peggy Berggren, a retired Vero Beach High School English
teacher.

"My brother, Dale, went into the business with them after the war," he said. "And, when I sold my John Deere
dealership in Fort Pierce (in 1962), my brother brought me into the business."

"When he passed away, he left the business to me. I don't know if he did me any favors," said Berggren, laughing.
"I really enjoy it," he said. "It gives me something to do."
Berggren has been in retail since the fourth grade, some of it in stores and much of it around tractors.

The story, near the Patio restaurant, stocks items such as Lionel and Bachmann model trains. Berggren also carries
radio controlled planes, cars, helicopters, and boats. ‘

For the hobbyist, there are car, plane and boat model kits, plus hobby tools and paints.

And there are educational games, science kits, and rocket kits that have been a hit with area teens.
"Probably more so with their dads," said Berggren. "Théy love them for New Year."

KINGDOM HARVEST

Kingdom Harvest, whose surplus food stores primarily serve low-income households, has opened a thrift shop in
their Fort Pierce store at Orange Avenue and 25th Street.

Store manager Lovee Wheeler came to the job from the now-closed Teen Academy Thrift Store in Vero Beach.

"The money from the thrift shop goes to buy food for the grocery stores and helps support the Vero Beach store,"
she said. "But we take donations."

The Vero Beach store is at the intersection of Oslo Road and Old Dixie Highway.
Kingdom Harvest distributes food and operates a grocery store.

"But the food is way cheaper," Wheeler said.

P.P. COBB GENERAL STORE

Before moving to the area in 2000, Yuko Weisser worked in the restaurant industry in Japan and graduated from
the restaurant and hospitality management program at Florida Institute of Technology.

She put her knowledge to work when she and husband Tom Weisser bought the P.P. Cobb General Store at 100
Avenue A in historic downtown Fort Pierce.
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"The Cobb building is very charming and I like the ambience," said Yuko Weisser.

She knew the building's attributes would work well for the couple's store.

"It's like the old trading posts at which you find spices from the West Indies next to items from Europe and Asia,"
she said.

"We're constantly adding to the stock," said Tom Weisser, noting shoppers will find gifts and items for their own
use.

The Weissers look for the unusual to attract clientele across the Treasure Coast.
"If we carry the beers no one else carries, then people will drive here," she said.
Beer lovers can find 300 different brews in stock and on display.

"There are esoteric beers from around the U.S. and at least five Florida breweries are represented,” said Tom
Weisser.

Lakeridge wines complement that collection, said Yuko Weisser. Fans no longer need to drive to the vineyard and
buy them by the case.

"Now you can buy bottles of two varieties locally," she said.

The couple put in a kitchen where Yuko Weisser and Chef Todd Embry, a graduate of the Le Cordon Bleu
Culinary Arts program in West Palm Beach, showcase their talents.

The chef duo has created breakfast and lunch dishes as well as soups, salads and pastries.
BOUTIQUE 24

Yuko Weisser thinks healthy, serving organic eggs and offering green tea or ginger custard shakes, green tea
muffins and salads in addition to decadent desserts.

Menu standards are two soups: red pepper and sweet potato; and leek and potato.

"There are customers who come here every day for those soups, and I'd be afraid not to make them every day," she
said.

There are also daily soups such as chicken and turnip blondie, plus chicken and turkey wraps, Italian and Cuban
panini, and home-style dishes.

"I want to be unique," Yuko Weisser said. "I don't want to compete with the other restaurants in the area."
JETSON TV & APPLIANCE CENTER
Even as other home-related stores are cutting back, Fort Pierce-based Jetson TV & Appliance Center is expanding.

"We've delivered more appliances than anyone else on the Treasure Coast for over 20 years," said Trey Thofner,
president and the son of founder John Jetson. '

"Remember there are five or six Lowe's on the Treasure Coast and eight Home Depots. We deliver more
appliances than they do every year," he said.
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Jetson is doubling the size of its Fort Pierce store and warehouse. The company is also getting ready to break
ground on a store in western Port St. Lucie.

"We have three acres [near] Sam's Club and Wal-Mart on Gatlin Boulevard where we are putting 30,000 square
feet of retail," he said. The plaza will include 15,000 square feet of leased retail in addition to a 15,000-square-foot
Jetson.

A demo store called Appliances Live will allow people to compare appliances.

"When you come into the store on weekends, there will be someone cooking,”" Thofner said. "You can compare the
steamer microwave to a conventional microwave or a convection oven to a conventional oven."

Customers can even wash a load of clothes to compare different washing machines, he added.

Construction on the Gatlin store construction is scheduled begin when the Fort Pierce warehouse is completed.
"We've gotten our site plan approved and, by this time next year, we could be in the store," he said.

‘What has made Jetson one of the top-40 appliance retailers in the U.S.?

"We're re-writing the rules of retail," said Thofner.

The company deliver services that customers identify as important: expert advice; next-day delivery; custom
installation; a live operator; and a service department that arrives the next day.

Jetson salespeople call customers the day after delivery to make sure their questions are answered, he said. And
they send thank you cards within a week.

"This is how we do business," he said.

UNDERCOVER SKATE SHOP

Rob Perkins is a skateboarder and training coordinator for the Fort Pierce police department.
No surprise then at the name of his store, Undercover Skate Shop.

Perkins was a sponsored amateur skate boarder who competed throughout the Southeast region of the U.S. and
even skated with Tony Hawk.

But now the 34-year-old is competing in retail with a store at 204 N 2nd St. in Fort Pierce.

You get a little older and your priorities change," he said. "I've been married for seven years and have three
children."

Perkins was out with the serious boarders on June 21. Known as Ghost Skateboard Day, people come together to
skateboard, he said.

Perkins and wife Amber keep the store true to the skateboarding culture.

"Skateboarding is not just an activity, it's a lifestyle," he said. "A lot of skaters won't buy anything that's not
American-made."

One customer recently picked up a custom, pink-and-white board she ordered for her daughter's birthday present.
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"And skateboarders like to keep their money in the skateboarding community," he said. "They're very loyal, like
NASCAR fans," Perkins said. "They support the small shops because

we put our money back by sponsoring events and being active in the community.
Small skate shops carry apparel and boards you can't buy at chains, he said.

"For example, we are stocking a new shoe that Nike made just for skateboarders," he said. "It's a boutique item that
Nike only sells to skateboard shops."”

Perkins chaired the design committee that is helping to create St. Lucie County's new skate park. It will be built
near the new civic center on Virginia Avenue.

And Undercover Skate Shop sponsors a competitive team. It was one of only 20 invited to a Veteran's Day event in
Miami.

Skateboard pro Tim Kulas, a Stuart resident, is on the team. He works at Undercover Skate Shop and gives
skateboarding clinics.

Check the store's Web site, skateundercover.com, for contests and promotions.

Shelley Owens writes about the retail industry on the Treasure Coast. Contact her at (772) 595-1409 or
stores_column@yahoo.com
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As they walk into the Lucile Halsell Conservatory, visitors to the San Antonio Botanical Garden will see an
addition to the landscape. And then they won't see it. And then they'll see it again.

It's a model train, a reproduction of a Texas Mexican Railway passenger train, chugging along a curving track. It
disappears briefly behind majestic palms, reappearing to wind its way among festive poinsettias.

The train is one of five G-scale model train displays set up at the botanical garden through Dec. 2. Like "Dora &
Diego's Garden Adventure," an interactive exhibit using Dora the Explorer to teach kids about nature, the model trains
are part of the garden's continuing effort to attract families.

"We wanted to bring the conservatory to life for the holiday season so there's an indoor reason to come to the
botanical garden," said garden director Bob Brackman. "It's definitely a way to outreach into the community to get
families and children into the garden to see what we're about.”

Garden railroading -- setting up model trains in a traditional garden -- is more than a century old, but installing
railroads in public gardens is a trend that is growing across the country. The Chicago Botanic Garden, the Rio Grande
Botanic Garden in Albuquerque, N.M., and the Huntsville Botanical Garden in Alabama, among others, offer
year-round or seasonal garden train displays.

"Trains are magical. They bridge generations. Parents, grandparents and kids enjoy them," Brackman said.

"It gives you another draw. People who would not normally go to the botanical garden go out to sce the trains and
they get an appreciation of the garden," said Nathan Oxhandler, president of the San Antonio Garden Railway Society, a
division of Texas Transportation Museum.
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Oxhandler installed the trains, which are on loan from individuals and from the museum, throughout the
conservatory buildings. The tracks are nestled among orchids, palms, bromeliads and 500 poinsettias brought in just for
the exhibit, as well as floral sculptures by artist Katie Pell and a sign reading "I grow trains in my garden."

The garden railway society sees the display as a chance for visitors to learn about the history of railroads in Texas
and the United States, and every model train is based on an actual railroad company that operates or has operated in
Texas.

There is a miniature Amtrak passenger train, as well as freight cars based on the San Antonio, Fredericksburg and
Northern Railway; the Galveston, Harrisburg and San Antonio Railway; and the Artesian Belt Railroad. The models are
made by LGB, Aristo-Craft and Bachmann Trains.

There is also a Longhorn and Western train, a full-size version of which operates at the Texas Transportation
Museum.

To prepare for the installation of the train tracks, the botanical garden staff relocated plants in the conservatory.
Oxhandler also moved some of the mulch and added sand and paver stones to level the ground.

The day before the trains were set to debut, Oxhandler was still working out the kinks. One errant palm leaf kept
drooping over a length of track, blocking the little train.

"The garden is the best part of garden railroads and it's the worst part of the garden railroad. (The plants) tend to
want to keep growing and you have to keep trimming them," joked Oxhandler. But "the primary focus should be the
plants, and anything else you do should be to enhance them."

jbelasco@express-news.net

GRAPHIC: 1. Chugging through the bromeliads at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, a G-gauge model train takes a
practice run. It is one of five model trains that will be on display at the garden through Dec. 2 in an effort to make a visit
during the holidays a fun family experience. The trains are on loan from individuals and the Texas Transportation
Museum throughout the garden's conservatory buildings. 2. Nathan Oxhandler assembles an outdoor G-scale model
display of the Texas Mexican Railway in the Lucile Halsell Conservatory at the San Antonio Botanical Garden.
PHOTOS BY TOM REEL/STAFF
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Model railroading, the little hobby that could, chugged along Saturday to the oohing-and-aahing delight of a crowd
that ranged from toddlers to grandparents at the Sacramento Convention Center.

The "World's Greatest Hobby on Tour," which continues from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. today, was on track to draw from
12,000 to 15,000 spectators its first day, according to organizers.

The Downie family of Cameron Park was among the crowd.

"It's a new thing," explained Paige Downie, age 9. Her father, Keith, received a train set for Christmas, and the
family has been working on creating a scene for it.

"We're going to make an ice skating rink, and we need more houses, too," Paige said.

"It's pretty amazing. It's a potential obsession," said Paige's mother, Adrianne Downie, as they marveled at the
display of a train running through a mountain, each tree and rock rendered in meticulous miniature detail.

Keith Downie wondered if his daughters, Paige and Kendall, who is 6, will stay aboard the model-train hobby.
"With virtual reality, is there an appeal anymore with making real things?" he asked.
This was certainly the place to be tempted.

About 15 local and Northern California model railroading clubs set up extraordinary exhibits.
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Among the marvels in miniature: sawmills with whirling blades, a drive-in theater with a movie showing on its
screen, oil pumps that moved up and down, a circus carousel with animals that went around and up and down, and a
flickering hobo fire.

In addition, about 100 exhibitors had wares for sale of every description -- from train soundtracks to scenery foam
-- and some remarkable setups. At the Bachmann Trains booth, a miniature man was shown running out of an outhouse
as bears approach.

According to promoters, who are based in Illinois and started the touring show in 2004, an estimated 500,000 or so
Americans are model railroad hobbyists.

But in a video age, the pastime has declined from its heyday in the early part of the 20th century.

"It's meant to kick start the hobby a little bit," Kurt Jablonski explained, speaking of the show the day before doors
opened.

Certainly, popular entertainment may get some children to test drive the hobby, including "The Polar Express"
movie, Thomas the Tank Engine (the hero of a series of books and a cartoon show), as well as the magical train Harry
Potter rides to Hogwarts in books and movies. Toy spinoffs of these were abundant at the show.

For very young children, the event seemed to be particularly captivating, with Thomas the Tank Engine play tents
set up in a large floor-play area. There was a larger ride-on "train" endlessly circling another area. (There is no
additional charge for these attractions.) :

At the Sacramento Valley Garden Railway Society display, little kids could press a button and spin the
shiny-toothed blade in a model sawmill.

"Look at his eyes," said Jim Daly, fabricator of the sawmill, as he watched an enthralled little boy push the button.
"Everybody likes trains; and they all know a choo-choo."

Daly's group has about 120 members, and family members often join the action, especially wives who once played
with dollhouses.

"The wives like to paint the buildings; they put curtains in them," said Daly, a retired electrician who lives in
Carmichael.

Sometimes, children join in the hobby as well. Brad Stegmann of the San Francisco Bay Area Z-Scale Module
Cooperative stood by a volcano-and-train set-up he made with his 5-year-old son, Benjamin,

It started when the two went to a train show about three years ago.

"We were hooked," Stegmann said. They first started with a larger scale setup in their back yard in Turlock. Now,
they work in the itsy-bitsy Z-scale. (Z Scale is 1/220th the size of a real train; HO models are 1/87th of full size.)

The volcano in their setup erupts regularly, with red flashing light and lots of smoke. It was a crowd pleaser
Saturday.

Little Benjamin was a rarity, as the modelers were almost all older men.
There were only a few apparent exceptions among the sea of gray-haired-males working on the model setups.

Isaac Good was one of them. He's 14, lives in Oakland, and is a member of the "Yosemite Short Line" group.
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"I got my first HO layout from my uncle when I was 3; and it's just gone up from there," he said of his interest. "I
don't know too many other kids who are into trains."

Lora Change was another rarity, a female modeler, who was helping out with the exhibit of her group, the
Sacramento Modular Railroaders.

She has been into modeling for just a couple of years. She also drives her very own full-size
maintenance-of-the-way railroad car -- one that dates from the 1940s -- and is a licensed engineer with the Recreational
Railroad Coalition. (She does much of her riding on the Amador Central Line between Martel and Ione).

"I've always loved trains," said Change, who lives in Sutter Creek.

But, she said because she was a girl, no one thought to give her a model train set as a kid, though she lusted after
her cousins' sets. Now, she's making up for lost time.

"I keep trying to encourage other women," she said. "It's just infectious."
p trymng J

IF YOU GO What: World's Greatest Hobby on Tour When: 10 am. to 5 p.m. today Where: Sacramento Convention
Center, 1400 J St. Tickets: $10 general; free for people 16 and younger Information: (630) 279-5094;
www.wghshow.com

Call The Bee's Alison apRoberts (916) 321-1113.

GRAPHIC: Autumn Cruz / acruz@ sacbee.com

A hobbyist adjusts a scale-model train Saturday at a Sacramento Convention Center exhibit for model railroading fans.
The show continues today.

Autumn Cruz / acruz@sacbee.com Robert Strom pulls son Joshua, 3, back from an exhibit while older brother Luke, 5,
checks out the display. The "World's Greatest Hobby on Tour," which continues from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. today at the
Sacramento Convention Center, features displays by about 15 Northern California model railroading clubs, along with
scores of vendors selling products for the hobby.

Steve Arrigotti, left, a member of the Sacramento group On the Brink that works with miniature trains powered by
steam, enthralls young visitors to the model railroad exhibit at the Convention Center on Saturday.
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A crowd gathers for train races, at the annual "Spring Thaw' train meet at the Agri-Plex at the Allentown
Fairgrounds. Model trains and railroad collectibles were featured in more then 50,000 square feet of fun at the
Fairgrounds on Saturday. As many as 6,500 people were expected to attend over the weekend.

Raymond D. Buteux Jr. a model railroad consultant of Bachmann Industries, Suffern, N.Y., at left, holds up a
Mikado large scale K27. This was the first year Bachmann attended the show. "The detail on these machines is
incredible,’ said Buteux. Below, on the "Train Wreck Special' table, every type of train and train parts imaginable can be
found.
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Achievers

17J.C. Aller of MetLife was recently awarded one of the life insurance industry's premier professional credentials,
the Chartered Life Underwriter designation from the American College.

1 Mitzi Robinson of Greensboro was one of the 16 selected nurses at Wake Forest University Baptist Medical
Center to have been named to the "Great 100" list in North Carolina that recognizes some of those providing excellent
health care. She works on the medical center's Rapid Response Team .

1 Wyatt Early Harris Wheeler LLP recently recognized their partners for these extensive years of service: Frank
Wyatt, 50 years; Doyle Early, 41 years; Bill Harris, 40 years, and Bill Wheeler, 33 years.

1 Benjamin Burnside, an attorney with the Deuterman Law Group in Greensboro, has been admitted to the Million
Dollar Advocates Forum, a prestigious association of trial lawyers.

Awards

The Society of Financial Service Professionals in Newtown Square, Pa., has announced that Gregory W.
Schlaudecker has been selected as a recipient of the Paul 8. Mills Scholarship Award. This national award recognizes
individuals with a demonstrated commitment to lifelong education, volunteerism and ethical practice. Schlaudecker will
represent the Greensboro Chapter at the Financial Service Forum in Las Vegas in October.

111

Walter "Bud" Reece of Greensboro, a Bachmann Trains senior vice president of sales and marketing, recently
received a Distinguished Service Award from the National Model Railroad Association. Also, he was inducted into the
Hobby Manufacturers Association Hall of Fame in July at the 2008 NMRA National Convention in Anaheim, Calif.
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111

Marriott International has selected the Courtyard Marriott High Point, 1000 Mall Loop Road, Oak Hollow Mall, as
the recipient of its 2007 Top Operations Award. The hotel is one of three of nearly 715 Courtyard Hotels nationwide to
achieve the "best of the best" designation as a well-prepared hotel with an energized team.

Honors

High Point Regional Health System has been named the preferred healthcare provider for the new Veritas Sports
Academy in Kernersville. HPRHS will coordinate and provide medical services for student-athletes .

Military

The following have graduated from basic combat training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.: Army Reserve Spec.
Grace E. McFetters, the daughter of Karen and Randy McFetters of Randleman and the niece of Steve Jones of
Greensboro; Army Pvt. Randall M. Cameron, the grandson of Barbara Smith of Greensboro and a 2005 graduate of
Ragsdale High School; Army Pfc. Yanique Roberts, the daughter of Janice Roberts of Greensboro; Army Sgt. Brian A.
Rice, the son of Diane Dean of Oak Ridge and William Rice of Winston-Salem and a 1994 Northwest Guilford High
School graduate; and Army Reserve Pvt. Samantha K. Hedgecock, the daughter of Karen Welborn of Walkertown and
William Hedgecock of Summerfield.

1 Air Force Airman Gordon M. Hester has graduated from basic military training at Lackland Air Force Base, San
Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Shelia Hester of Greensboro and a 2006 Smith High School graduate.

I Navy Seaman Recruit Daniel R. Auman, son of Donna T. and Eddie R. Auman of Liberty, and Navy Seaman
Adam J. Gregory, son of Judith K. and Gary S. Gregory of Gibsonville, recently completed U.S. Navy basic training at
Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, I1l.

I Marine Corps Sgt. Anthony T. Jordan, son of Christine D. Layer of Greensboro, recently reported for duty with
Marine Aviation Logistic Squadron 29, Marine Corps Air Station New River, Jacksonville. Jordan is a 2000 graduate of
Dudley High School and joined the Marine Corps in May 2001.

I Navy Lt. j.g. Joshua C. Calhoun, the son of Stacy Thomson of Greensboro and David P. Calhoun of Kernersville,
along with members of Patrol Squadron 9 (VP-9) "Golden Eagles" stationed at Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, recently reached
the midway point in their seven-month deployment to Ali Air Base, Iraq . Calhoun is a 2001 graduate of Page High
School and joined the Navy in May 2005.

On the move

1 Sorella Day Spa will hold its grand opening Sept. 23 at Westridge Square Shopping Center in Greensboro.
Proprietor is Dao Truong. Information: 512-9547, mail@louisajdang.com or www.thesorellaspa.com.

1 Tammy Malouf has joined FirstPoint Collection Resources as regional account executive for the Southern
Virginia territory.

1 Harvey Wayne Barbee Jr., the son of Susanne and Harvey Wayne Barbee Sr. of High Point, has passed the N.C.
Bar Exam. Barbee finished his J.D. at UNC-Chapel Hill in May 2008 and is employed with the law offices of Calvin
Cunningham in Lexington.

1 The FILA Academy, a REDKEN 5th Avenue branded beauty school, has opened a facility just off N.C. 68 in
High Point. Owners are Larry and Cindy Fila. For admissions information, contact Jen Windham at 885-3452 or
admissionsnc@filaacademy.com
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1 Dr. Tri H. Le has joined High Point Gastroenterology of Cornerstone Health Care.
1 Lisa Hancock has joined Sharrard, McGee & Co., P.A. as a paraprofessional in the tax department.

1 James Seramba, managing partner of Grey Oak Wealth Management, has been named to the Ambassador Council
for the Greensboro Chamber of Commerce. The Ambassador Council is a volunteer group within the chamber and
assists the chamber in helping to create and maintain open lines of communication with business and political leaders in

Greensboro, the Triad, and the state to help support the chamber's mission.

1 Kim McBride has been appointed at Old Dominion Freight Line as the eastern division sales representative of the
warehousing division team. Mark Jackson will handle the sales responsibility in the western division. Chris Reynolds

was recently promoted to director of warechousing.
1 Jacalyn D. Ackerman has joined Crumley & Associates, PC, as a litigation attorney.

1 Dr. Tracy Brown of Virginia has joined the Scarlett Mobile Large Animal Services staff.
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DEER TV Q&A: Pennsylvania Game Commission officials Christopher Rosenberry, supervisor of the Deer and
Elk Management Section, and Jerry Feaser, press secretary, will be featured on Pennsylvania Cable Network's "PCN
Call-In" program at 7 p.m. Thursday. Viewers of the hour-long program can call in questions to 877-726-5001.

CHRISTMAS

HOLIDAY DISPLAY: With some special outdoor touches, like making Santa ornaments from fishing bobbers,
Bass Pro Shops in Harrisburg will feature a 3,500-square-foot Santa's Wonderland throughout the holiday season.
Christmas Preview Night will be from 5-8 p.m. today, with Santa arriving in "true Bass Pro Shops style" at 5: 30 p.m.,
followed by a tree lighting, and hot chocolate and cookies. The Wonderland will feature real and animated elves;
old-time Lionel and Bachmann, model trains; Fisher-Price remote control cars; a Red Ryder laser arcade; a Nerf soft
gun arcade; and tables with activities such as writing a letter to Santa and crafting. Photos with Santa and his reindeer
will be available from 5-8 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturdays, and noon-5 p.m. Sundays.
WILDLIFE

NEW REFUGE: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has released a report recommending the establishment of a
national wildlife refuge in Cherry Valley, just south of Stroudsburg. If approved, the 20,400-acre tract would be the
third national wildlife refuge in Pennsylvania and the first established in the Northeast in at least a decade. The Cherry
Valley area harbors several federally endangered species, including northeastern bulrush, bog turtles and spreading
globeflower.

TROUT

TOP HONORS: At its annual membership meeting, the Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited announced the
following awards to chapters and individuals who best personified TU's mission of "conserving, protecting and
restoring the commonwealth's coldwater fisheries and their watersheds." The awards and the winners are Edward J.
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Urbas Award for Best Pennsylvania Chapter, Forbes Trail Chapter; Best Small Chapter Award (fewer than 100
members), Tiadaghton Chapter; Best Chapter Project (Opossum Creek), Adams County Chapter; John A. "Doc"
Fritchey Jr. Award for Outstanding Coldwater Conservationist (TU member), Colson Blakeslee; Outstanding Coldwater
Conservationist (professional), Deborah Nardone; Ken Sink Memorial Award for Outstanding Service to Pennsylvania
Council, Ken Undercoffer; Inky Moore Award for Outstanding Service to Pennsylvania Council, George Kutskel; Best
Chapter Web site Award (www.valleyforgetu.org), Valley Forge Chapter; Chapter with Greatest Membership Increase,
Adams County Chapter; Chapter with Greatest Percentage Membership Increase, Adams County Chapter; Samuel
Slaymaker Award for Best Chapter Newsletter (Hatches), Doc Fritchey Chapter in Dauphin and Lebanon counties; and
Jack Beck Award for Outstanding Youth Outreach, Stanley Cooper Sr. Chapter.

MARCUS SCHNECK: 610-562-1884 or mschneck@comcast.net
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Bass Pro Shops' Santa's Wonderland is open noon-5 p.m. today and every Saturday and Sunday through Dec. 21 at
Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World, 1935 S. Campbell Ave. Children can make pine cone ornaments, paper chains, Santas
out of fishing bobbers, and reindeer hats, and decorate cookies for Santa.

Activities and games include a Bachmann model trains area, Fisher Price remote control cars, a Red Ryder laser
arcade, a Nerf soft gun range and activity tables where you can color and write a letter to Santa. Santa will be in
residence throughout the season.

Admission is free. Bass Pro Shops is also accepting new toys for the Marine Corps' "Toys for Tots" campaign.
For more information visit www.basspro.com. or call 887-7334.
{}Learn ways to save on energy

T.J. Conyers of City Utilities will speak at the Greater Ozarks Audubon Society's November meeting. Conyers'
program, "Home Energy Management and Conservation," begins at 7 p.m. Tuesday at the Springfield Conservation
Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road.

Conyers will discuss ways to reduce energy and water consumption and City Utilities rebates and incentives.
Admission is free. Arrive at 6:30 p.m. for refreshments and to meet Audubon society members.

For details, call 860-9505.

{}Groups planning blood drive

The Community Blood Center and the Brain Injury Group is having a blood drive from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday on the
corner of Grand Street and Kansas Expressway. For details, call Michael Baucom at 987-4233.
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{}Buy, sell comics at convention

The Springfield Comic Book Convention is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nov. 23 at Lamplighter Inn, 2820 N. Glenstone
Ave. Admission is free. Dealers from four states will be be buying and selling comics.

For more information visit www.epguides.com/comics or call Alan at 309-657-1599.
Inside
Keep them warm for holidays

PJs look to be a popular gift this season, with families struggling with high heating bills and the shrinking economy
bundling up at night, and older kids turning sleep pants into cool daywear, 5C

Online Now
Join bargain hunters online

Want to save money on everything from groceries to photos? Check out the Deals & Steals group on
MomsLikeMe.com. It's chock-full of brilliant ideas for strategic shopping, hard-core couponing and scrimping with
style. Join the conversation today at MomsLikeMe.com

NEWS ON THE GO @OZARKSMOBILE.COM
Coming Monday
Try tips for tension relief

Economic turmoil, employment insecurity, financial upheaval - couldn't you use a little relaxation in your life? We
share ideas for massaging away your tension, using simple items like an orange and a tube sock.
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{}Today - EVENTS

Adoption and Foster Care Informational Meetings, noon-1 p.m. today, Lutheran Family and Children's Services,
2130 N. Glenstone Ave. FREE. Call 862-1972.

College Nite, 7-9 p.m. today, Discovery Center, 438 St. Louis St. Bring your student ID for an evening of science
exploration. Admission: $4. Visit www.discoverycenter.org or call 862-9910.

Creamery Writers' Workshop, 7-8:30 p.m. today, Creamery Arts Center, 411 N. Sherman Ave. David Greathouse
speaks on the art of songwriting. Free. Call 862-2787.

Film screening of "ICYIZERE: hope," 7 p.m. today, Gillioz Theatre, 325 Park Central East. Created by
independent filmmaker and Drury artist in residence Patrick Mureithi. Mureithi documented a series of three-day
reconciliation workshops that brought together 10 victims and 10 perpetrators of the 1994 Rwandan genocide. Free.
Call 496-8251.

Little Acorns: Wonderful Whitetails, 11-11:45 a.m. or 1:30-2:15 p.m. today, Springfield Conservation Nature
Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road. Learn about the habits of deer. Ages 3-6; registration required. Free. Call 888-4237.

MoPoetry Slam, 7:30 p.m. today, the Outland, 326 South Ave. Winner receives a cash award. Free. Call 832-9333.

Science Sprout days, 9 2.m.-5 p.m. today, Discovery Center, 438 St. Louis St. Activities geared for preschoolers.
Admission: $7; $6 for seniors; $5 for ages 3-12; free for ages 2 and younger. Early childhood programs available for
additional fee. Visit www.discoverycenter.org or call 862-9910.

Senior Night Out, 4-6 p.m. today, Northview Center, 301 E. Talmage St. Bring a dish for the potluck supper and a
white elephant gift and play bingo. Admission: $1. Call 837-5808.
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Swan Ball, 7 p.m. today, Fedora Social House, 301 Park Central East. A fundraiser for Swan Repertory Theatre
Company featuring entertainment by Leah Jenkins and Harry Beckett. Tickets: $75, includes open bar and appetizers.
Visit www.swanrep.com or call 831-7926.

The Universal Language of Dreams workshop, 7-9 p.m. today, Drury University, Trustee Science Center, 900 N.
Benton Ave. Free. Call 831-0955.

Winter Wildlife Survivors Puppet Show, 6:30-7:15 p.m. today, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S.
Chrisman, FREE. Call 888-4237.

{}THEATER

Drury University Theatre Department presents "Twelfth Night," 8 p.m. today (continues through Saturday), Withoit
Theatre, Drury Lane, Drury University campus. Tickets: $10; $5 for seniors; $8 for non-Drury students. Visit
www.drury.edu or call 873-6832.

Evangel University presents "Jordan Thomas Tonight: A Showcase," 7 p.m. today (continues through Saturday),
Barnett Fine Arts Theatre, 1111 N. Glenstone Ave. Admission: $3. The showcase includes scenes from great
playwrights throughout history. Call 865-2815, Ext. 8641.

Springfield Little Theatre presents "Misery," 7:30 p.m. today (continues through Sunday), the Landers Theatre, 311
E. Walnut St. Contains violence and mature language, not suitable for children. Tickets: $23; $20 for seniors and
students. Visit www.springfieldlittletheatre.org or call 869-1334.

Vandivort Center Theatre presents "Annie," 7:30 p.m. today (continues through Sunday), Vandivort Center
Theatre, 305 E. Walnut St. Reserved seat tickets: $15; $10 for ages 12 and younger. Student rush tickets: $12 (if seats
are available) 30 minutes before each performance, with L.D. Call 831-8001.

Vandivort 2nd Stage presents "Fuddy Meers," 7:30 p.m. today (continues through Saturday), Vandivort 2nd Stage,
440 S. Campbell Ave. Tickets: $14-$16; student rush tickets $10; 30 minutes before the show if available. Visit
www.VCTheatre.com or call 831-8001; 888-452-0930.

Nixa: Nixa High School Theatre presents "Singin' in the Rain," 7:30 p.m. today (continues through Saturday), Nixa
High School, 514 S. Nicholas Road. Tickets: $8; $6 for students. Call 724-3529.

Ozark: Stained Glass Theatre presents "Christmas at Beacon Ridge," 7:30 p.m. today, (continues through
Saturday), Stained Glass Theatre, 1996 Evangel St. Tickets: $8; $5 for ages 12 and younger. Call 581-9192.

Willard: Willard High School drama students present Disney's "Beauty and the Beast," 7:30 p.m. today (continues
through Saturday), Willard High School, 200 N. Miller Road. Tickets: $5. Call 742-3524, Ext. 3303 or visit
www.willardtheatre.edublogs.org

{}Friday - EVENTS

The 24th annual Christmas in the Country Craft Show, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday (continues through Sunday), 2315 S.
Rockbridge Lane. Free admission. Call 881-6702.

The 13th annual Cup O'Cheer Homes Tour and silent auction, 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Friday, at six area homes and the
Ronald McDonald House, 949 E. Primrose St. The event also features a silent auction and holiday tea at the Ronald
McDonald House. Auction items include furniture and home decor. Tickets, $25, are available at: Countryside Cottage,
Gamble's Gift Gallery, Gifts from the Heart, Jellybeans, Nancy Rose, Ronald McDonald House, the Gathering Place,
the Thicket, the Toy Company, Town & Country Flowers & Collectibles, Wickman Gardens. Day-of tickets, if
available, only at the Ronald McDonald House. Raffle tickets for a $10,000 Obelisk Home shopping spree: $25; $100
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for five tickets. Visit www.RonaldMcDonaldHouse.org or call 875-3522.

Family Learning Day, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Discovery Center, 438 St. Louis St. Admission: $4 per person in
addition to general admission. Admission: $7; $6 for seniors; $5 for ages 3-12; free for ages 2 and younger. Classes are
optional and are an additional $3-$6 per person. Visit www.discoverycenter.org or call 862-9910.

Winter Wildlife Survivors Puppet Show, 1-2 p.m. Friday, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S.
Chrisman. FREE. Call 888-4237.

YMCA Kids Night Out, 6-9 p.m. Friday, all Ozark Regional YMCA Locations, Ozarks Regional YMCA. Free with
a Y-family membership, $5 for program participants. Call 862-7456.

YTeen Lock-in, 7 p.m. Friday-8 a.m. Saturday, Downtown YMCA, 417 S. Jefferson Ave. Cost: $5 with a Y-family
or youth membership, $10 for non-members. Call 862-7456, Ext. 166.

Lebanon: Library Craft Show, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday (continues Saturday), Lebanon Laclede County Library, 915 S
Jefferson St. FREE. Call 532-5005.

Nixa: Black Friday Pancake Palooza, 7-10 a.m. Friday, the Center, 701 Taylor Way. All you can eat pancakes and
sausage. Cost: $5; $3 for ages 3-9; free for ages 2 and younger. Call 725-5486.

{}MUSIC

Country Jamming, 7-10 p.m. Friday, Northview Center, 301 E. Talmage St. Bring snacks to share. Admission: $1.
Call 837-5808.

{}THEATER-

Drury University Theatre Department presents "Twelfth Night," 8 p.m. Friday (continues Saturday), Wilhoit
Theatre, Drury Lane, Drury University campus. Tickets: $10; $5 for seniors; $8 for non-Drury students. Visit
www.drury.edu or call 8§73-6832.

Evangel University presents "Jordan Thomas Tonight: A Showcase," 7 p.m. Friday (continues Saturday), Barnett
Fine Arts Theatre, 1111 N. Glenstone Ave. Admission: $3. The showcase includes scenes by great playwrights
throughout history. Call 865-2815, Ext. 8641.

Springfield Little Theatre presents "Misery," 7:30 p.m. Friday (continues through Sunday), the Landers Theatre,
311 E. Walnut St. Contains violence and mature language, not suitable for children. Tickets: $23; $20 for seniors and
students. Visit www.springfieldlittletheatre.org or call 869-1334.

Vandivort Center Theatre presents "Annie," 7:30 p.m. Friday (continues through Sunday), Vandivort Center
Theatre, 305 E. Walnut St. Reserved seat tickets: $15; $10 for ages 12 and younger. Student rush tickets are $12 (if
seats are available) 30 minutes before each performance, with 1.D. Call 831-8001.

Vandivort 2nd Stage presents "Fuddy Meers," 7:30 p.m. Friday (continues Saturday), Vandivort 2nd Stage, 440 S.
Campbell Ave. Tickets: $14-$16; student rush tickets: $10, 30 minutes before the show if available. Visit
www.VCTheatre.com or call 831-8001; 888-452-0930.

Willard: Willard High School drama students present Disney's "Beauty and the Beast," 7:30 p.m. Friday (continues
Saturday), Willard High School, 200 N. Miller Road. Tickets: $5. Call 742-3524, Ext. 3303 or go to
www.willardtheatre.edublogs.org

{}Saturday - DANCE
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Branson Ballroom Dancers 4th Saturday Dance, 7-10 p.m. Saturday, Branson Community Center, 201 Compton
Drive. Bring snacks to share. Admission: $5. Call 336 6522.

{}EVENTS

The 24th annual Christmas in the Country Craft Show, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday (continues Sunday), 2315 S.
Rockbridge Lane. Free admission. Call 881-6702.

The Community Blood Center and the Brain Injury Group Blood Drive, 1-5 p.m. Saturday, on the corner of Grand
Street and Kansas Expressway. Call 987-4233.

Cruse Dog Park Grand Opening and Dedication, 10 a.m. Saturday, Cruse Dog Park, Kansas Expressway and Grand
Street (behind Walgreen's). Register your dog for a yearly pass or purchase a one-day pass. Free. Call 874-2176.

Digital Photography For Beginners, 2-3:30 p.m. Saturday, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S.
Chrisman. FREE. Call 888-4237.

Fall Classic Pro Rodeo, 2 and 8 p.m. Saturday, Missouri Entertainment and Event Center, 3001 N. Grant Ave.
Tickets: $14 and $12 for reserved seating; $11 for general admission; $6 for ages 10 and younger. Call 833-2660.

Festival of Lights Kick-Off, 5 p.m. Saturday, Jordan Valley Park, 735 East Trafficway. Activities include the
traditional lighting of the Mayor's Christmas tree; a visit by 2007-2008 Miss Merrie Christmas; free giveaways for kids;
a kids holiday parade; free ice skating; a Cardinals Christmas at Hammons Field, featuring music, refreshments; and
fireworks sponsored by the Springfield Cardinals. Call 864-1010.

Festival of Lights Free Ice Skating, 7-8 p.m. Saturday, Mediacom Ice Park, 635 East Trafficway. All ages. Skate
Rental is $2.50, if needed. Call 866-7444.

Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church Holiday Bazaar, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church,
536 E. Tampa St. A chicken dinner is offered. Call 887-0547.

Giving It Back to Kids Here, There masquerade, 6 p.m. Saturday, Firehouse No. 2, 201 E. Commercial St. Features
heavy hors d'oeuvres, dancing, music, photography and art display and sale and more. Tickets: $25; proceeds benefit
Giving It Back to Kids. Call 864-4220 or visit www.conveystudio.com/hereandthere.

Help Package Food for the Hungry, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Kids Against Hunger, 2006 E. Phelps St. FREE
admission, accepting donations. Visit www.kids-against-hunger.org or call 773-1639.

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Fall White Elephant and Bake Sale, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday (continues
Sunday), Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, 3555 S. Fremont Ave. Call 888-0063.

Little Acorns: Turkey Talk, 11-11:45 a.m. Saturday, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman
Road. Learn some fun facts about turkeys. Ages 3-6; registration is required. Free. Call 888-4237.

The fifth annual Native American Heritage Month Powwow, 1-11 p.m. Saturday (continues Sunday), McDonald
Hall and arena, Missouri State University campus, 901 S. National Ave. Features American Indian music, dance, arts,
crafts and foods. Free. Call 836-5684.

Smith-Glynn Callaway Clinic Bazaar, 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Saturday, Main Lobby, 3231 S. National Ave. Call
820-4478.

Springfield Table Tennis Tournament, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Saturday, O'Reilly-Tefft Gymnasium, 1408 E. Pythian
S. Admission varies per events entered. Free for spectators. Visit www.ozarkstabletennisclub.com or call 890-8092.
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TOPS Chapter 320 Holiday Bazaar, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Luttrell's Auction Barn, 2939 W. Kearney St. Call
881-3006.

Branson: Meet and greet with artist Thomas Kinkade, 10:30 a.m.-noon Saturday (doors open at 9 a.m.),
Baldknobbers Theater, 2835 W. Missouri 76. Tickets: $15. Call 334-7930 or 800-814-0989.

Greenfield: Christmas Art and Craft Show and Sale, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Greenfield High School, 410 W.
College St. Call 849-9384.

Lebanon: Library Craft Show, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Lebanon Laclede County Library, 915 S Jefferson. Call
532-5005.

Marshfield: Webster County Family and Community Education Association Holiday Bazaar and Lunch with Santa,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Marshfield Christian Church, Missouri A. Lunch with Santa is $3; free admission. Call
859-5558.

Ozark:

- Crafts Fest, 9 a.m.-4 p.m, Saturday, Ozark Junior High School, 1109 W. Jackson St. Visit www.ozarkccf.org/ or
call 581-6881.

- Ozark's 44th annual Christmas Parade with the theme "An Ozark Christmas Carol," 6 p.m. Saturday, U.S. 65 and
Missouri to downtown Ozark. Free. Call 582-6246.

- Make a Wish Foundation Balloon Glow, 8 p.m. Saturday, Finley River Park, Riverside Road, Ozark. The soccer
fields at the north end of the park will be filled with the color and light of approximately 10 to 15 hot air balloons.
Donations benefit the Make a Wish Foundation. Call 581-7002.

Republic:

Community Foundation Christmas Bazaar, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Republic Elementary III, 201 E. Missouri
174. Call 732-2619 or 732-8152.

Hood United Methodist Ham and Bean Dinner and Bazaar, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Hood United Methodist
Church, 139 N. Walnut St. Meal:$4; $2 for ages 11 and younger. Free admission. Call 732-2919.

{IMUSIC

The Chamber Orchestra of the Ozarks' concert "Baroque and Neo-Baroque," 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Wesley United
Methodist Church, 922 W. Republic Road. Tickets: $15; $5 for students; free for ages 11 and younger. Visit
www.ChamberOrchestraoftheOzarks.org or call 626-8194.

Bluegrass Music Show, 1-4 p.m. Saturday, Salvation Army Headquarters, Chestnut Expressway and Kansas
Expressway. Featuring Southern Raised, Sac River, Piney River Gang and Flatcreek Bluegrass. Free. Call 861-2038.

Monett: Horseshoe Theatre presents Brightwater Junction bluegrass band, 7 p.m. Saturday, Monett City Hall
auditorium, 5th and Bond Streets. Cost is $5; $2.50 for ages 10 and younger. Visit www.mvmohorseshoe.com or call
466-0343.

{}THEATER

Drury University Theatre Department presents "Twelfth Night," 8 p.m. Saturday, Wilhoit Theatre, Drury Lane,
Drury University campus. Tickets: $10; $5 for seniors; $8 for non-Drury students. Visit www.drury.edu or call
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873-6832.

Evangel University presents "Jordan Thomas Tonight: A Showcase," 7 p.m. Saturday, Barnett Fine Arts Theatre,
1111 N. Glenstone Ave. Admission: $3. The showcase includes scenes from great playwrights throughout history. Call
865-2815, Ext. 8641.

Springfield Little Theatre presents "Misery," 7:30 p.m. Saturday (continues Sunday), the Landers Theatre, 311 E.
Walnut St. Contains violence and mature language, not suitable for children. Tickets: $23; $20 for seniors and students.
Visit www.springfieldlittletheatre.org or call 869-1334.

Vandivort Center Theatre presents "Annie," 7:30 p.m. Saturday (continues Sunday),Vandivort Center Theatre, 305
E. Walnut St. Reserved seat tickets: $15; $10 for ages 12 and younger. Student rush tickets are $12 (if seats are
available) 30 minutes before each performance, with L.D. Call 831-8001.

Vandivort 2nd Stage presents "Fuddy Meers," 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Vandivort 2nd Stage, 440 S. Campbell Ave.
Tickets: $14-$16; student rush tickets $10; 30 minutes before the show if available. Visit www.VCTheatre.com or call
831-8001; 888-452-0930.

Nixa: Nixa High School Theatre presents "Singin' in the Rain," 7:30 p.m. Friday (continues Saturday), Nixa High
School, 514 S. Nicholas Road. Tickets: $8; $6 for students. Call 724-3529.

Willard: Willard High School drama students present Disney's "Beauty and the Beast,” 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Willard High School, 200 N. Miller Road. Tickets: $5. Call 742-3524, Ext. 3303 or go to
www.willardtheatre.edublogs.org

{}Sunday - EVENTS

The 24th annual Christmas in the Country Craft Show, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 2315 S. Rockbridge Lane. Call
881-6702.

Conservation Videos, 2-3 p.m. Sunday, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman. FREE. Call
888-4237.

Digital Photography for Beginners, 2-3:30 p.m. Sunday, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman
Road. Bob Ball will share his knowledge of digital cameras and nature photography will be emphasized. Ages 12-adult;
registration is required. Free. Call 888-4237.

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Fall White Elephant and Bake Sale, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church, 3555 S. Fremont Ave. Call 888-0063.

Ladies Auxiliary of VFW Post 3404 Thanksgiving Dinner, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, VFW Post 3404, 1136 E.
Atlantic St. Cost is $7. Call 865-6929.

The fifth annual Native American Heritage Month Powwow, 1-6 p.m. Sunday, McDonald Hall and arena, Missouri
State University campus, 901 S. National Ave. Features American Indian music, dance, arts, crafts and foods. Free. Call
836-5684.

Springfield Comic Book Convention, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, Lamplighter Inn, 2820 N. Glenstone Ave. Dealers
from four states will buy, sell and trade comics, action figures and toys. Visit www.epguides.com/comics or call
309-657-1599.

{IMUSIC



Page 112
The Guide Springfield News-Leader (Missouri) November 20, 2008 Thursday

MSU music department presents a Holiday Celebration: Missouri State Choirs and Symphony, 5 p.m. Sunday,
Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, 525 John Q. Hammons Parkway. Free. Call 836-5182.

{}THEATER

Springfield Little Theatre presents "Misery," 2:30 p.m. Sunday, the Landers Theatre, 311 E. Walnut St. Contains
violence and mature language, not suitable for children. Tickets: $23; $20 for seniors and students. Visit
www.springfieldlittle theatre.org or call 869-1334.

Vandivort Center Theatre presents "Annie," 2 p.m. Sunday, Vandivort Center Theatre, 305 E. Walnut St. Reserved
seat tickets: $15; $10 for ages 12 and younger. Student rush tickets are $12 (if seats are available) 30 minutes before
each performance, with LD. Call 831-8001.

Nixa: Nixa High School Theatre presents "Singin' in the Rain," 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nixa High School, 514 S.
Nicholas Road. Tickets: $8; $6 for students. Call 724-3529.

{}Ongoing - HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

Bass Pro Shops' Santa's Wonderland, noon-5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday through Dec. 21, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor
World, 1935 S. Campbell Ave. Children can make pine cone ornaments, paper chains, Santas out of fishing bobbers,
and reindeer hats, and decorate cookies for Santa. Activities and games include a Bachmann model trains area, Fisher
Price remote control cars, a Red Ryder laser arcade, a Nerf soft gun range and activity tables where you can color and
write a letter to Santa. Santa will be in residence throughout the season. Free. Visit www.basspro.com. or call 887-7334.

Silver Dollar City presents An Old Time Christmas, through Dec. 30, 399 Indian Point Road, Branson. For
admission prices and hours visit www.silverdollarcity.com or call 800-831-4386.

Branson Area Festival of Lights Drive-Through, Expressway Lane. Hours: dusk-midnight Friday-Saturday;
dusk-11 p.m. Sunday through Thursday. Admission: $10 family vehicle; $25 mini-coach, vans, limos; $50 full-size
motor coach; $15 for a family vehicle season pass. Call 334-4084.

Holiday Light Tours, 5:30-6:30 p.m., Ride The Ducks, 2320 W Missouri 76. Tickets: $16; $10 for ages 4-11; free
for ages 3 and younger. Visit www.bransonducks.com or call 266-7607.

The Trail of Lights display at Shepherd of the Hills, 5586 W. Missouri 76, is open from dusk to midnight daily
through Dec. 31. Features lights, music and animated scenes. Also, a walk to the top of the tower and hot chocolate or
cider. Admission is $8 for adults, $4 for kids 16 and younger with a maximum charge of $35 per carload. Call 334-4191
or 800-653-6288.

Enchanted Forest, an animated drive-through display, is open from 5:30-10:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 5:30
p.m.-midnight Friday-Sunday through Dec. 31 at the Corps of Engineers' campground on Indian Point Road, 2 miles
south of Silver Dollar City. A lighted tunnel and numerous animated displays including the Freedom Tree are featured.
Admission is free, but donations are accepted. Call 338-2772.

Lake Holiday drive-through light Park, Osage Beach City Park, just off Missouri 54, Osage Beach, is opens
Saturday with hours of 5:30-9 p.m. Wednesdays through Sundays and daily Dec. 25-31. Features more than 80 lighted
displays. Concessions and visits with Santa are available on Fridays and Saturdays. Cost is $10 per car. Call
800-386-5253.

Ozark: Christmas Lights of Ozark drive-through opens Saturday and continues through Jan. 4 in Finley River Park,
Riverside Road. Hours: 5-10 p.m. Thursday; 5-11 p.m. Friday-Saturday. Free; accepting donations. Call 581-7002.

Willard: The sixth annual Christmas on the Frisco Highline Trail, featuring more than 30 displays, runs from dusk
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to midnight daily through Jan. 3 at the trailhead of the Ozark Greenways Frisco Highline Trail near 106 E. Jackson St.
Visitors can drive by to see the displays or walk along the trail. Free, but donations are accepted. Call 742-9414.

{}ARCHERY

Archery Quest, 2900-A Pythian St., 863-8060. Hours: noon to 9 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays; noon to 6 p.m.
Fridays through Saturdays, closed Sundays. Features 20-yard paper range, 30-yard indoor 3-D range and computer
archery.

{}EQUESTRIAN

Boss Mare Ranch, 12 miles north of Marshfield, Webster County, 933-5530. Offering riding lessons, full board or
pasture board, supervised trail rides.

Brookline Arena & Stables, Inc., James River and MM Highway, 425-6877 or 869-8771. Indoor facility offering
team sorting, roping lessons, horse shoeing lessons, open riding, boarding.

Bucks and Spurs Guest Ranch, Route 4, Box 740, Ava 683-2381. Features a 1,000-acre scenic river ranch, lodging,
meals, horses and canoes provided.

Circle Y Ranch Horse Boarding LLC, 241 Olive Road, Fair Grove, 759-9354 or 838-7784; circleyranch.biz.
Features 45 acres, outdoor arena and 60-foot round pen.

Eden B&B, 1694 E. 552 Road, Brighton, 267-2820, www.eden bedandbreakfast.com. Offers 1,600 acres with barn,
paddock, corral and pasture.

Hartman Farms, Marshfield, 859-2200. Offers riding lessons for ages 6-adult. Western or English.

Libby Ferguson Training Center, LLC, 3850 Apple Hill Lane, 888-0845. Offers riding instruction for all ages,
levels.

LinRa Stables, 4041 E. Sunshine St., 883-6725. Features riding lessons for recreational and competitive students.

Miss Mollie's Riding School, north Springfield at the site of Pinecrest Farms, 833-1828. Offers riding lessons for
all ages and levels, English or Western; pony parties available.

Sac River Stables LLC, 5798 N. Farm Road 125, four miles north of Springfield, 742-4200. Offers riding lessons,
birthday parties, wagon rides and boarding.

{YMUSEUMS

Air and Military Museum of the Ozarks, 2305 E. Kearney St., 864-7997. Hours: noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday. Admission: $5 for adults; $3 for ages 7-12; Free for ages 6 and younger.

Discovery Center of Springfield, 438 St. Louis St., 862-9910; www.discoverycenter.org. Hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday; 1 p.m.-5 p.m. Sunday. Admission: $7; $6 for senior
citizens; $5 for ages 3-12; free for ages 2 and younger.

History Museum for Springfield-Greene County, 154 Park Central Square, 864-1976. Hours: 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. FREE.

Dr. Michael J. Clarke History Museum of Ozarks Scouting, 1616 S. Eastgate Ave., 883-163. Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5
p.m. Monday-Friday; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday Sept.-May. '
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{YNATURE

Dickerson Park Zoo, 1401 W. Norton Road, 864-1800, www.dickersonparkzoo.org. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily,
weather permitting. Admission: $7; $5 for ages 3-12; age 2 and younger and Friends of the Zoo members admitted free.

Fantastic Caverns, 1-44 and Missouri 13 North, 833-2010. Daily tours: 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission: $21.50; $13.50
ages 6-12; free for ages S and younger.

Ozark Greenways trails. To join Greenways or for trail directions, call 864-2015 or visit www.ozark
greenways.org.

Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road, 888-4237.
{}PAINTBALL

Paint Games Plus, 1411 W. Kearney St.; and Chestnut Expressway and Interstate 44, 866-8862. Pro shop, paintball
games, open play 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays; 1-5 p.m. Sundays and by appointment.

Springfield Paintball, 2160 E. Blaine St., 869-4263. Paintball sessions 6-9 p.m. Friday; noon to 5 p.m. Saturday;
1-5 Sunday; parties by appointment.

{}SCUBA

Aquasports Scuba Center, 5601 S. Campbell Ave., 883-5151 or www.aquasports.ws. Offers free introductory scuba
classes; scuba certification classes year-round.

{}SOCCER

Adult Amateur Soccer League at Lake Country Youth Soccer, 2334 Pythian St., 862-3211. Open division for all
ages and an over-30 division, year-round.

{}TABLE TENNIS

Ozarks Table Tennis Club, O'Reilly-Tefft gymnasium, 1408 E. Pythian St., 890-8092. Meets 1:30-5:30 p.m.
Sunday, $3 fee.

LOAD-DATE: November 23, 2008
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Ozark Ozark Holiday Lights, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Finley River Park. Includes 230 lighting displays, with 80,000
lights on a holiday theme. Donations accepted.

Branson The Trail of Lights display at Shepherd of the Hills, 5586 W. Missouri 76, Branson, is open from dusk to
midnight daily through Dec. 31. Features lights, music and animated scenes. Also, a walk to the top of the tower and hot
chocolate or cider. Admission is $8 for adults, $4 for kids 16 and younger with a maximum charge of $35 per carload.
Call 334-4191 or 800-653-6288.

Enchanted Forest, an animated drive-through display, is open from 5:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 5:30
p.m.-midnight Friday-Sunday through Dec. 31 at the Corps of Engineers' campground on Indian Point Road, 2 miles
south of Silver Dollar City. A lighted tunnel and numerous animated displays including the Freedom Tree are featured.
Admission is free, but donations are accepted. Call 338-2772.

Silver Dollar City presents An Old Time Christmas, 399 Indian Point Road, Branson. Features Christmas on Main
Street, a five-story special effects Christmas tree and all-immersive light and sound show, Frosty, an interactive
musical, the holiday season of the Culinary & Craft School, the Holiday Light Parade and "A Dickens' Christmas
Carol." The roller coasters are open after dark. Open Wednesdays-Sundays through Nov. 30; Thursday-Sundays Dec.
4-14, and daily Dec. 18-23 and 26-30. Single-day admission (including tax): $52.66 for adults; $41.92 for ages 4-11 and
$50.51 for ages 62 and over, free for kids 3 and younger. Visit www.silverdollarcity.com or call 800-831-4386.

Lake of the Ozarks The Festival of Lights drive through display at the Shrine of St. Patrick's Church, just north of
Laurie on Missouri 5, features various lighted displays. The display is open from 6 to 10:30 p.m. Thanksgiving through
Jan. 1. Admission is free. Call 573-374-6279.

Lake Holiday drive-through light Park, Osage Beach City Park, just off U.S. 54, Osage Beach, is open 5:30-9 p.m.
Wednesdays through Sundays; and daily Dec. 25-31. Features more than 80 lighted displays. Concessions and visits
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with Santa are available on Fridays and Saturdays. Cost is $10. Call 800-386-5253.

Monett The Monett Festival of Lights is open from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. daily through Dec. 28 in Monett City Park,
U.S. 60 and Missouri 37. Featuring more than 30 animated light displays with 4 new displays this year. Admission is
free, but donations are accepted. Call 235-7919.

Nixa Arthritis exercise at 1 p.m. every Wednesday and Friday at Nixa Senior Center, 404 S. Main St. Call
725-2322.

Springfield Festival of Lights at Jordan Valley Park, open daily through Jan. 1, Jordan Valley Park, 635 E.
Trafficway. Features a 30-foot tree and thousands of twinkling lights. Free. Call 864-1010.

Willard The sixth annual Christmas on the Frisco Highline Trail, featuring more than 30 displays, runs from dusk
to midnight daily through Jan. 3 at the trailhead of the Ozarks Greenways Frisco Highline Trail near 106 E. Jackson St.
Visitors can drive by to see the displays or walk along the trail. Free, but donations are accepted. Call 742-9414.

THURSDAY

Ozark Ozark Holiday Lights, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Finley River Park. Includes 230 lighting displays, with 80,000
lights on a holiday theme. Donations accepted.

Springfield Festival of Lights Free Ice Skating, 4:30 5:30 p.m.; 4:30-5:30 p.m. Nov. 28; 5:30-6:30 p.m., Nov. 29,
Mediacom Ice Park, 635 East Trafficway. All ages. Skate rental is $2.50, if needed. Call 866-7444.

The 14th annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot Run/Walk, 8 a.m., Springfield Exposition Center, 635 St. Louis
St., rain or shine. Proceeds benefit the Springfield-Greene County Park Board Scholarship Fund and the Developmental
Center of the Ozarks. Participants are asked to bring two canned good items for the Ozarks Food Harvest.
Pre-registration is $20 for participants by today or $25 per participant the day of the race. Visit www.parkboard.org or
call 864-1049; 837-5817.

The Christmas Lights at Cornerstone, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. nightly through Dec. 31, Comerstone Church, 1701 S. Fort.
Free admission, accepting donations. Visit www.cornerstonechurch.tv or call 831-7242.

FRIDAY

Nixa Community Dance every Friday at 7 p.m., Nixa Senior Center, 404 S. Main St. Admission is $3. Call
725-2322.

Ozark Ozark Holiday Lights, 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. at Finley River Park. Includes 230 lighting displays, with 80,000
lights on a holiday theme. Donations accepted.

Bolivar The Light the Park Christmas Display at Bolivar's Dunnegan Memorial Park, Business 13 and Missouri 83,
opens Nov 28. Hours are 6 to 9 p.m. nightly through Dec. 30 (including Christmas Day). It features more than 35 still
and animated displays, lighted snowflakes and an expanded arch of lights. Admission is free, but donations are accepted
at the entrance to benefit local charities. Call 326-4118.

Springfield Bass Pro Shops' Santa's Wonderland, noon-5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday through Dec. 21, Bass Pro Shops
Outdoor World, 1935 S. Campbell Ave. Children can make pine cone ornaments, paper chains, Santas out of fishing
bobbers, and reindeer hats, and decorate cookies for Santa. Activities and games include a Bachmann model trains area,
Fisher Price remote control cars, a Red Ryder laser arcade, a Nerf soft gun range and activity tables where you can color
and write a letter to Santa. Santa will be in residence throughout the season. Free. Visit www.basspro.com. or call
887-7334.
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Hinder, 7:30 p.m., Shrine Mosque, 601 St. Louis St. Tickets: $20. Call 869-0529, www.metrotix.com

The 51st annual Ebony Fashion Fair, 8 p.m., Oasis Inn and Convention Center, 2550 N. Glenstone Ave. Cost is
$25. Call 833-2690.

Gaming at the Station, 6 p.m., the Library Station, 2535 N. Kansas Expressway. Free. Visit http://thelibrary.org or
call 883-5366, Ext. 217.

Discovery Table: Let's Talk Turkey, 1-4 p.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road.
All ages. No registration is required. Call 888-4237.

SATURDAY

Nixa Community Breakfast, 7 a.m., Nixa Senior Center, 404 S. Main St. Cost is $3; $2 for ages 11 and younger.
Call 725-2322.

Community Dance every Saturday, 7 p.m., Nixa Senior Center, 404 S. Main St. Admission is $3. Call 725-2322.

Ozark Ozark Holiday Lights, 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. at Finley River Park. Includes 230 lighting displays, with 80,000
lights on a holiday theme. Donations accepted.

Springfield Eureka! Christmas Show, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Remington's, 1655 W. Republic Road. Shop for gifts and
holiday decorations. Admission: $1; free for children. Call 345-8555.

SUNDAY

Ozark Ozark Holiday Lights, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Finley River Park. Includes 230 lighting displays, with 80,000
lights on a holiday theme. Donations accepted.

Springfield Virtual Hunting and Fishing, 1-4 p.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman
Road. Hunters, anglers and video game buffs are invited to try their hand at virtual hunting and fishing. All ages; no
registration is required. Free. Call 888-4237.

TUESDAY
Nixa Dance every Tuesday night, 7 p.m., Nixa Senior Center, 404 S. Main St. Admission is $3. Call 725-2322.

Ozark Ozark Holiday Lights, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Finley River Park. Includes 230 lighting displays, with 80,000
lights on a holiday theme. Donations accepted.

Computer class, 9:30 a.m. every Tuesday, Ozark Senior Center activities, 727 N. Ninth St. Registration is required.
581-2538.

Springfield Drury Chamber Orchestra, 7:30 pm, Clara Thompson Hall, 900 N. Benton Ave. Free. Visit
www.drury.edu or call 873-7296.

Children's Miracle Network Holiday Craft Sale, 7 a.m.-4 p.m., Foster Auditorium, Cox South, 3801 S. National
Ave, Call 269-kids.

Conservation Kids' Club: Holiday Crafts for Kids, 6-8:30 p.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S.
Chrisman Road. Ages 7-12. Registration is required. Call 888-4237.

MOAK 4-State Regional Exhibition 2008 continues through Jan. 4 at the Springfield Art Musehm, 1111 E.
Brookside Drive. Museum hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday; 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursday; 1-5
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p-m. Sunday. Free. Call 837-5700.

Missouri State University Jazz Band Concert, 7:30 p.m., Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, 525
John Q. Hammons Hall. Free. Call 836-5454.

WEDNESDAY
Springfield Sip & Shop Night, 6-9 p.m., Tonic Ultralounge, 317 Park Central East. No cover. Call 844-5115.

Carthage "Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas" opens at 6:30 p.m. at Stone's Throw Dinner Theatre, 796 S. Stone Lane,
Carthage. Performances with meal continue at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 4-6 and 12-13 and 12:30 p.m. Dec. 7 and 14. Tickets are
$20; $19 for seniors 56 and older; $17 for ages 15 and younger; free for ages 4 and younger. Call 358-7268.

LOAD-DATE: December 13, 2008
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EVENTS

Salvation Army Community Thanksgiving Dinner, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. today, Harbor House, 636 N. Boonville Ave.
Free. Call 831-7746.

The 14th annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot Run/Walk, 8 a.m. today, Springfield Exposition Center, 635 St.
Louis St. Proceeds benefit the Springfield-Greene County Park Board Scholarship Fund and the Developmental Center
of the Ozarks. Participants are asked to bring two canned food items for the Ozark Food Harvest, Registration: $25 the
day of the run. The run goes rain or shine. Visit www.parkboard.org or call 864-1049; 837-5817.

FRIDAY
COMEDY

The Skinny Improv Mainstage Show, 7:30 p.m. Friday (continues Saturday), Skinny Improv Comedy Theatre, 301
Park Central East. Tickets: $12, $10 for students. Call 831-5233.

DANCE
Community Dance, 7-10 p.m. Friday, Northview Center, 301 E. Talmage St. Cost: $4. Call 837-5808.

- Nixa: Community Dance, 7 p.m. Friday (continues Saturday), Nixa Senior Center, 404 S. Main St. Admission: $3.
Call 725-2322.

EVENTS

The 51st annual Ebony Fashion Fair, 8 p.m. Friday, Oasis Inn and Convention Center, 2550 N. Glenstone Ave.
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Cost is $25. Call 833-2690.

Gaming at the Station, 6 p.m. Friday, the Library Station, 2535 N. Kansas Expwy. Free. Visit http:/thelibrary.org
or call 883-5366, Ext. 217.

Discovery Table: Let's Talk Turkey, 1-4 p.m. Friday, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman
Road. All ages. No registration required. FREE. Call 888-4237.

MUSIC

Hinder in concert, 7:30 p.m. Friday, Shrine Mosque, 601 St. Louis St. Tickets: $20. Call 869-0529 or visit
www.metrotix.com.

THEATER

Vandivort Center Theatre presents "Annie," 7:30 p.m. Friday (continues through Sunday), Vandivort Center
Theatre, 305 E. Walnut St. Tickets: $12-$20. Call 831-8001.

Ozark: Stained Glass Theatre presents "Christmas at Beacon Ridge," 7:30 p.m. Friday, (continues Saturday),
Stained Glass Theatre, 1996 Evangel St. Tickets: $8; $5 for ages 12 and younger. Call 581-9192.

SATURDAY
COMEDY

The Skinny Improv Mainstage Show, 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Skinny Improv Comedy Theatre, 301 Park Central East.
Tickets: $12, $10 for students. Call 831-5233.

DANCE
Nixa: Community Dance, 7 p.m. Saturday, Nixa Senior Center, 404 S. Main St. Admission: $3. Call 725-2322.
EVENTS

Book Signing with Ebony Fashion Fair model and author Jada Collins, noon-2 p.m. Saturday, Borders Books and
Music, 3300 S. Glenstone Ave. Collins will sign copies of her book, "Be-You-Tiful: The Three-Fold Process to
Becoming You." FREE. Call 881-4111.

Eureka! Christmas Show, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Remington's, 1655 W. Republic Road. Shop for gifts and holiday
decorations. Admission: $1; free for children. Call 345-8555.

Ozark Whittlers & Woodcarvers, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S.
Chrisman. FREE. Call 888-4237.

Spirit Body and Soul Fair, noon-6 p.m. Saturday (continues Sunday), Lamplighter Inn, 2820 N. Glenstone Ave.
Admission: $5; free for ages 11 and younger. Call 863-1538.

Joplin: Joplin Museum Train Show and Swap Meet, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Joplin Museum Complex,
Schifferdecker Park. Admission: $3; free for ages 11 and younger. Call 673-4888.

Nixa: Community Breakfast, 7 a.m. Saturday, Nixa Senior Center, 404 S. Main St. Cost: $3; $2 for ages 11 and
younger. Call 725-2322,

Willow Springs: Michael McClure Art Gallery Open House, 1-5 p.m. Saturday (continues Sunday), Michael
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McClure Art Gallery, 3223 County Road 1670. Affordable prints and originals available for purchase. Call 252-4797 or
visit www.michaelmeclure.com.

MUSIC

Republic: Flatcreek Bluegrass Christmas Party, 1 p.m. Saturday, Sycamore Jamboree Music Hall, Missouri 174.
Featuring Piney River Gang, Sac River, Mary and Larry Mayfield, Sugar Tree, High Hopes, Flatcreek. Bring a covered
dish. Free. Call 861-2038.

THEATER

Vandivort Center Theatre presents "Annie,"” 7:30 p.m. Saturday (continues Sunday), Vandivort Center Theatre, 305
E. Walnut St. Tickets: $12-$20. Call 831-8001.

Ozark: Stained Glass Theatre presents "Christmas at Beacon Ridge," 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Stained Glass Theatre,
1996 Evangel St. Tickets: $8; $5 for ages 12 and younger. Call 581-9192,

SUNDAY
EVENTS

Conservation Videos, 2-3 p.m. Sunday, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman. Free. Call
888-4237.

Spirit Body and Soul Fair, noon-6 p.m. Sunday, Lamplighter Inn, 2820 N. Glenstone Ave. Admission: $5; free for
ages 11 and younger. Call 863-1538.

Virtual Hunting and Fishing, 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road.
Hunters, anglers and video game buffs are invited to try their hand at virtual hunting and fishing. All ages; no
registration required. Free. Call 888-4237.

Willow Springs: Art Gallery Open House, 1-5 p.m. Sunday, Michael McClure Gallery, 3223 County Road 1670.
Affordable prints and originals available for purchase. Call 252-4797 or visit www.michaelmcclure.com.

MUSIC

Spoken 4 in concert, 6 p.m. Sunday, Campbell United Methodist Church, 1747 E. Republic Road. FREE, Visit
www.campbellumc.org or call 881-2018.

THEATER

Vandivort Center Theatre presents "Annie," 2 p.m. Sunday, Vandivort Center Theatre, 305 E. Walnut St. Tickets:
$12-$18. Call 831-8001.

ongoing
holiday happenings and light displays

Bass Pro Shops' Santa's Wonderland, noon-5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday through Dec. 21, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor
World, 1935 S. Campbell Ave. Children can make pine cone ornaments, paper chains, Santas out of fishing bobbers,
and reindeer hats, and decorate cookies for Santa. Activities and games include a Bachmann model trains area, Fisher
Price remote control cars, a Red Ryder laser arcade, a Nerf soft gun range and activity tables where you can color and
write a letter to Santa. Santa will be in residence throughout the season. Free. Breakfast with Santa, 9 a.m. Saturday and
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Dec. 6, 13 and 20, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World, White River Room, 1935 S. Campbell Ave. Have breakfast with
Santa and his elves, catered by Hemingway's Restaurant. Tickets: $10; $6 for ages 4-11; free for ages 3 and younger.
Visit www.basspro.com or call 891-5214.

Between Friends Holiday Store, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday; 1-5 p.m. Sunday; and 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Saturday;
1-5 p.m. Sunday through Dec. 7 at the Library Center, 4653 S. Campbell Ave. Friends of the Library volunteers help
kids buy reasonably priced gifts for family, friends and teachers. Proceeds from the Holiday Store benefit the library's
Summer Reading clubs and programs. Free. Call 883-5366.

The Christmas Lights at Cornerstone, 6:30-9:30 p.m. nightly through Dec. 31, Cornerstone Church, 1701 S. Fort.
The free drive-through and walk-through Christmas lighting display extends over 13 decorated acres. Enter through the
archway on South Fort Avenue, north of Sunshine Street. Free admission, accepting donations. Visit
www.cornerstonechurch.tv or call 831-7242.

Festival of Lights at Jordan Valley Park, open daily through Jan. 1, Jordan Valley Park, 635 East Trafficway.
Features a 30-foot tree and thousands of twinkling lights. Free. Call 864-1010.

Festival of Lights Free Ice Skating, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Friday; 5:30-6:30 p.m., Saturday, Mediacom Ice Park, 635 East
Trafficway. Free skating continues: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Dec. 5, 9-10 p.m., Dec. 6; 4:30-5:30 p.m. Dec. 7; 9-10 p.m., Dec.
13; 5:30- 6:30 p.m., Dec. 19; 3:30-4:30 p.m., Dec. 25 (Christmas); 5:30-6:30 p.m., Dec. 26; 6-7 p.m., Dec. 27. All ages.
Skate rental: $2.50. Call 866-7444.

The tenth annual Nativity Celebration, 6-9 p.m. Friday; 3-9 p.m. Saturday-Sunday; Dec. 5-7, Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 4450 S. Farm Rd. 141 (Cox Road.) Features handcrafted nativity sets from around the
world. Local high school and church choirs, harps, and Branson entertainers the Lowe Family, the Brett Family Singers,
the Duttons, the Hughes Brothers and SIX'. Free. Call 883-7481.

Branson

- The Trail of Lights display at Shepherd of the Hills, 5586 W. Missouri 76, Branson, open dusk-midnight daily
through Dec. 31. Features lights, music, animated scenes, a walk to the top of the tower and hot chocolate or cider.
Admission: $8 for adults, $4 for ages 16 and younger with a maximum charge of $35 per carload. Call 334-4191 or
800-653-6288.

- Enchanted Forest, an animated drive-through display. Open 5:30-10:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 5:30
p.m.-midnight Friday-Sunday through Dec. 31 at the Corps of Engineers' campground on Indian Point Road, 2 miles
south of Silver Dollar City. A lighted tunnel and numerous animated displays including the Freedom Tree are featured.
Admission: free, donations accepted. Call 338-2772.

- Silver Dollar City presents An Old Time Christmas, 399 Indian Point Road, Branson. Features Christmas on Main
Street, a five-story special effects Christmas tree and all-immersive light and sound show, Frosty, an interactive
musical,the holiday season of the Culinary & Craft School, the Holiday Light Parade and "A Dickens' Christmas Carol."
The roller coasters are open after dark. Open 4 p.m. today; 11:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday; 1-9 p.m. Sunday;
and Thursdays-Sundays Dec. 4-14; daily Dec. 18-23 and 26-30. Single-day admission (including tax): $52.66 for adults;
$41.92 for ages 4-11 and $50.51 for ages 62 and over, free for ages 3 and younger. Visit www.silverdollarcity.com or
call 800-831-4386. » '

Bolivar: The Light the Park Christmas Display at Dunnegan Memorial Park, Business 13 and Missouri 83, opens
Friday,. Hours are 6-9 p.m. nightly through Dec. 30, including Christmas Day. Features more than 35 still and animated
. displays, lighted snowflakes and an expanded arch of lights. Admission: free, donations accepted at the entrance, to
benefit local charities. Call 326-4118.
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Lake of the Ozarks

- The Festival of Lights drive-through display at the Shrine of St. Patrick's Church, north of Laurie on Missouri 5.
Features various lighted displays. Hours: 6-10:30 p.m. daily through Jan. 1. Admission: free. Call 573-374-6279.

- Lake Holiday drive-through light park, Osage Beach City Park, off Missouri 54. Hours: 5:30-9 p.m. Wednesdays
through Sundays; daily Dec. 25-31. Features more than 80 lighted displays. Concessions and visits with Santa are
available on Fridays and Saturdays. Admission: $10. Call 800-386-5253.

Monett: The Monett Festival of Lights in Monett City Park, U.S. 60 and Missouri 37. Hours: 5:30-9:30 p.m. daily
through Dec. 28. Features more than 30 animated light displays with 4 new displays this year. Admission: free,
donations accepted. Call 235-7919.

Ozark: Ozark Holiday Lights, 5 p.m.-10 p.m. Sundays-Thursdays; 5-11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays through Jan. 4,
at Finley River Park. Includes 230 lighted displays, with 80,000 lights. FREE; donations accepted.

Willard: The sixth annual Christmas on the Frisco Highline Trail, at the trailhead of the Ozarks Greenways Frisco
Highline Trail near 106 E. Jackson St. Hours: dusk-midnight daily through Jan. 3. Featuring more than 30 displays.
Visitors can drive by or walk along the trail. Free, donations accepted. Call 742-9414.

ONGOING
ARCHERY

Archery Quest, 2900-A Pythian St., 863-8060. Hours: noon to 9 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays; noon to 6 p.m.
Fridays through Saturdays, closed Sundays. Features 20-yard paper range, 30-yard indoor 3-D range and computer
archery.

equestrian

Boss Mare Ranch, 12 miles north of Marshfield, Webster County, 933-5530. Offering riding lessons, full board or
pasture board, supervised trail rides.

Brookline Arena & Stables, Inc., James River and MM Highway, 425-6877 or 869-8771. Indoor facility offering
team sorting, roping lessons, horse shoeing lessons, open riding, boarding.

Bucks and Spurs Guest Ranch, Route 4, Box 740, Ava, 683-2381. Features a 1,000-acre scenic river ranch, lodging,
meals, horses and canoes provided.

Circle Y Ranch Horse Boarding LLC, 241 Olive Road, Fair Grove, 759-9354 or 838-7784; circleyranch.biz.
Features 45 acres, outdoor arena and 60-foot round pen.

Eden B&B, 1694 E. 552 Road, Brighton, 267-2820, www.eden bedandbreakfast.com. Offers 1,600 acres with barn,
paddock, corral and pasture.

Hartman Farms, Marshfield, 859-2200. Offers riding lessons for ages 6-adult. Western or English.

Libby Ferguson Training Center, LLC, 3850 Apple Hill Lane, 888-0845. Offers riding instruction for all ages,
levels. :

LinRa Stables, 4041 E. Sunshine St., 883-6725. Features riding lessons for recreational and competitive students.

Miss Mollie's Riding School, north Springfield at the site of Pinecrest Farms, 833-1828. Offers riding lessons for
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all ages and levels, English or Western; pony parties available.

Sac River Stables LLC, 5798 N. Farm Road 125, four miles north of Springfield, 742-4200. Offers riding lessons,
birthday parties, wagon rides and boarding.

Museums

Air and Military Museum of the Ozarks, 2305 E. Kearney St., 864-7997. Hours: noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday. Admission: $5 for adults; $3 for ages 7-12; Free for ages 6 and younger.

Discovery Center of Springficld, 438 St. Louis St., 862-9910; www.discoverycenter.org. Hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday; 1 p.m.-5 p.m. Sunday. Admission: $7; $6 for senior
citizens; $5 for ages 3-12; free for ages 2 and younger.

History Museum for Springfield-Greene County, 154 Park Central Square, 864-1976. Hours: 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p-m. Tuesday through Saturday. FREE.

Dr. Michael J. Clarke History Museum of Ozarks Scouting, 1616 S. Eastgate Ave., 883-163. Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5
p.m. Monday-Friday; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday Sept.-May.

NATURE

Dickerson Park Zoo, 1401 W. Norton Road, 864-1800, www.dickersonparkzoo.org. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily,
weather permitting. Admission: $7; $5 for ages 3-12; age 2 and younger and Friends of the Zoo members admitted free.

Fantastic Caverns, I-44 and Missouri 13 North, 833-2010. Daily tours: 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission: $21.50; $13.50
ages 6-12; free for ages 5 and younger.

Ozark Greenways trails. To join Greenways or for trail directions, call 864-2015 or visit www.ozark
greenways.org.

Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road, 888-4237.
PAINTBALL

Paint Games Plus, 1411 W. Kearney St.; and Chestnut Expressway and Interstate 44, 866-8862. Pro shop, paintball
games, open play 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays; 1-5 p.m. Sundays and by appointment.

Springfield Paintball, 2160 E. Blaine St., 869-4263. Paintball sessions 6-9 p.m. Friday; noon to 5 p.m. Saturday;
1-5 Sunday; parties by appointment.

SCUBA

Aquasports Scuba Center, 5601 S. Campbell Ave., 883-5151 or www.aquasports.ws. Offers free introductory scuba
classes; scuba certification classes year-round.

SOCCER

Adult Amateur Soccer League at Lake Country Youth Soccer, 2334 Pythian St., 862-3211. Open division for all
ages and an over-30 division, year-round.

TABLE TENNIS

Ozarks Table Tennis Club, O'Reilly-Tefft gymnasium, 1408 E. Pythian St., 890-8092. Meets 1:30-5:30 p.m.
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Sunday, $3 fee.

LOAD-DATE: December 4, 2008
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Branson: - The Trail of Lights display at Shepherd of the Hills, 5586 W. Missouri 76, Branson, open dusk-
midnight daily through Dec. 31. Features lights, music, animated scenes, a walk to the top of the tower and hot
chocolate or cider. Admission: $8; $4 for ages 16 and younger; maximum charge of $35 per carload. Call 334-4191 or
800-653-6288.

- Enchanted Forest, an animated drive-through display, open 5:30 -10:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 5:30
p.m.-midnight Friday-Sunday through Dec. 31 at the Corps of Engineers' campground on Indian Point Road, 2 miles
south of Silver Dollar City. A lighted tunnel and numerous animated displays including the Freedom Tree are featured.
Admission: free, donations accepted. Call 338-2772.

- Silver Dollar City's An Old Time Christmas, 399 Indian Point Road, Branson. Features Christmas on Main Street;
a five-story special effects Christmas tree and light and sound show; Frosty, an interactive musical; the holiday season
of the Culinary & Craft School; the Holiday Light Parade; and "A Dickens' Christmas Carol." The roller coasters are
open after dark. Visit www.silverdollarcity.com or call 800-831-4386 for hours of operation and admission fees.

- "White Flight" at the Butterfly Palace and Rain Forest Adventure, 4106 W. Missouri 76. Features thousands of
white butterflies, living angel statues, a giant poinsettia Christmas tree and holiday music. Hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily
(last tickets sold at 4:30 p.m.). Admission: $16.95; $14.95 for ages 55 and older; $9.95 for ages 4-12; free for ages 3 and
younger. Call 332-2231 or visit www.thebutterflypalace.com.

Bolivar: The Light the Park Christmas Display at Dunnegan Memorial Park, Business 13 and Missouri 83, opens
Friday. Hours: 6-9 p.m. nightly through Dec. 30 (including Christmas Day). Features more than 35 still and animated
displays, lighted snowflakes and an expanded arch of lights. Admission: free, donations accepted to benefit local
charities. Call 326-4118.

Lake of the Ozarks: The Festival of Lights drive-through display at the Shrine of St. Patrick's Church, north of
Laurie on Missouri 5, features various lighted displays. Open 6-10:30 p.m. through Jan. 1. Admission: free. Call
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573-374-6279.

Osage Beach: Lake Holiday's Drive-Through Light Display, Osage Beach City Park, off Missouri 54 in Osage
Beach, open 5:30-9 p.m. Wednesdays-Sundays; daily Dec. 25-31. Features more than 80 lighted displays. Concessions
and visits with Santa available on Fridays and Saturdays. Admission: $10. Call 800-386-5253.

Monett: The Monett Festival of Lights is open 5:30-9:30 p.m. daily through Dec. 28 in Monett City Park, U.S. 60
and Missouri 37. Features more than 30 animated light displays with four new displays this year. Admission: free,
donations are accepted. Call 235-7919.

Ozark: Ozark Holiday Lights, open 5-10 p.m. Sundays-Thursdays; 5-11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays through Jan. 4,
at Finley River Park. Includes 230 lighting displays, with 80,000 lights on a holiday theme. Donations accepted.

Springfield: - Festival of Lights at Jordan Valley Park, open daily through Jan. 1, Jordan Valley Park, 635 East
Trafficway. Features a 30-foot tree and thousands of twinkling lights. Free. Call 864-1010.

- Festival of Lights Free Ice Skating, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Friday; 5:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday, Mediacom Ice Park, 635 East
Trafficway. All ages. Skate rental: $2.50. Free skating continues: 5:30-6:30 p.m. Dec. 5; 9-10 p.m. Dec. 6; 4:30-5:30
p-m. Dec. 7; 9-10 p.m. Dec. 13; 5:30- 6:30 p.m. Dec. 19; 3:30-4:30 p.m. Dec. 25; 5:30-6:30 p.m. Dec. 26; 6-7 p.m. Dec.
27. Call 866-7444.

- The 14th annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot Run/Walk, 8 a.m. today, Springfield Exposition Center, 635 St.
Louis St., rain or shine. Proceeds benefit the Springfield-Greene County Park Board scholarship fund and the
Developmental Center of the Ozarks. Participants are asked to bring two canned good items for the Ozarks Food
Harvest. Pre-registration is $20 for participants by today or $25 per participant day of the race. Visit
www.parkboard.org or call 864-1049; 837-5817.

- The Christmas Lights at Cornerstone holiday light display, open 6:30-9:30 p.m. nightly through Dec. 31,
Cornerstone Church, 1701 S. Fort; enter through archway on South Fort Avenue. Free admission, accepting donations.
Visit www.comerstonechurch.tv or call 831-7242.

- Bass Pro Shops’ Santa's Wonderland, noon-5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday through Dec. 21, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor
World, 1935 S. Campbell Ave. Children can make pine cone ornaments, paper chains, Santas out of fishing bobbers,
and reindeer hats, and decorate cookies for Santa. Activities and games include a Bachmann model trains area, Fisher
Price remote control cars, a Red Ryder laser arcade, a Nerf soft gun range and activity tables to color and write a letter
to Santa. Santa will be in residence throughout the season. Free. Breakfast with Santa is 9 a.m. Saturday; have breakfast
with Santa and his elves, catered by Hemingway's. Tickets: $10, $6 for ages 4-11; free for ages 3 and younger. Visit
www.basspro.com or call 887-7334 or 891-5214,

- Eureka! Christmas Show, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Remington's, 1655 W. Republic Road. Shop for gifts and holiday
decorations. Admission: $1; free for children. Call 345-8555.

- The 10th annual Nativity Celebration, 6-9 p.m. Friday; 3-9 p.m. Saturday-Sunday; Dec. 5-7, Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 4450 S. Farm Rd. 141 (Cox Road). Enjoy seeing handcrafted nativity sets from around the
world. Local high school and church choirs, harps, and Branson entertainers the Lowe Family, the Brett Family Singers,
the Duttons, the Hughes Brothers and SIX. Free. Call 883-7481.

- Between Friends Holiday Store, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday; 1-5 p.m. Sunday; then 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Monday-Saturday; 1-5 p.m. Sunday through Dec. 7 at the Library Center, 4653 S. Campbell Ave. Friends of the Library
volunteers help kids buy reasonably priced quality gifts for family, friends and teachers. Proceeds from the Holiday
Store will be used to help pay for next year's Summer Reading Clubs and Programs. Free. Call 883-5366.
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Willard: The sixth annual Christmas on the Frisco Highline Trail, open dusk-midnight daily through Jan. 3 at the
trailhead of the Ozarks Greenways Frisco Highline Trail, 106 E. Jackson St. Features more than 30 displays, runs from
dusk to midnight daily through Jan. 3. Visitors can drive by to see the displays or walk along the trail. Free, donations
accepted. Call 742-9414.
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Just as the best railroads are built around dedication to schedules, model railroading seems to have one rule that
keeps it on track.

"The smaller the kid, the bigger the train," says hobby shop owner Mike Niedzalkoski, pointing out the biggest kids
in that statement are adults.

He, other shop owners, hobbyists and scale-model train manufacturers all agree that statement is perhaps the most
essential bit of advice when getting started in model railroading.

As families get ready to decorate for Christmas, railroad stock is rising.
"Oh, yeah, it's train time," adds Niedzalkoski, one of the partners of Niedzalkoski's Train Shop in Jeannette.

Model railroading offers locomotive, diesel and electric high-speed replicas; buildings, homes; people and animals;
trestles, tunnels and scenic backdrops; and enough variants in track to create a network of crossings, routes and sidings.

But many times setups start around a Christmas tree, and the enjoyment of that oval can be the basis of something
more.

"Kids can play with bigger cars," says George Houser, manager of the train department of the A.B. Charles Hobby
Shop in Mt. Lebanon. "They can see them and understand them a lot better. With smaller trains, they get bored, and the
train is not used and is just put away."

Larger-scale cars, mainly those the size of the famous Lionel trains, are a little more rugged, too, says Douglas
Blaine, vice president of marketing for Bachmann Trains from Philadelphia. That company makes equipment in all of
the popular scales as well as the Plasticville homes and buildings.

"Larger-scale stuff takes more knocks," Blaine says. "Plus, it is a little more pet-friendly, too."
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Besides the small-kid-big-train rule, model railroad experts offer hints for getting started:
o0 When choosing the scale, remember to pick one you will be comfortable with.
o Start with a kit to make sure you have everything.

o If possible, spend a few more dollars than you planned to get a train that will last.

"Even if you don't think you are going to expand it, you might want to look at that as a possibility," says Jeff
Graybill, a hobbyist from Castle Shannon.

Getting things down to scale

Graybill suggests the best way to begin on a career in railroading is a visit to a hobby shop to see the "massive
variety" that is there.

He has a point. Mt. Lebanon's A.B. Charles, for instance, has two walls dedicated to track, both hanging to the
ceiling and in boxes on the floor. That is just part of a room filled with engines, rolling stock, buildings, tiny people, and
boxes of scaled rock to create the right terrain.

Part of the reason for that is trains and all of the accessories come in many scales. Lionel trains have come to define
O scale; HO is half that size; N is half of HO; and Z is about 60 percent the size of N.

Prices reflect the size, with the exception of Z, which can be more expensive even though the trains are smaller. HO
and N kits, which provide engines, cars, track and transformers, can be below $100, but frequently are in the $150
range. O scale kits often are $200 or more, and Z kits can reach to $300.

"Z began as an experiment to see how small an electric motor could be made," Graybill says. "Little did they know
they would be creating part of an industry."

But that is getting rather tiny.
"There just aren't too many Z folk out there," says Harry Cholko from Harry's Roundhouse in New Kensington.

HO tends to be the most popular scale because "you can put a lot of stuff in a small space," says Gwen Schmiedel,
manager of Hobby Express in Cranberry, Butler County.

Dan Long from American Hardware of Cheswick agrees, but also points to an advantage N scale has as a
Christmas-only display.

"You can put them on a coffee table," he says.

Niedzalkoski also agrees HO is the most popular scale, but has developed a fondness for N. He is building a
N-scale diorama of Jeannette from Second Street to Seventh Street, a project he anticipates taking several years.

Whatever the scale, kits allow a new hobbyist to get everything needed to get the engine runnin'.
"That way, you don't get home and discover you forgot a transformer," Niedzalkoski says.
A.B. Charles' House adds, "You can probably get going in 15 minutes."

Part of that ease comes from track systems that eliminate one of the time-consuming features of older rail
installations. In the past, track would be tacked or nailed to a board to keep it from moving, Now, track sections are
mounted on plastic bases that are snapped together and can be used without further securing.
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"You can just put them down on a carpet or a hardwood floor," Houser says.
Short haul and long trips

Choosing scale also involves size in other ways, too. One of them is almost too simple.

"If you're setting up under a tree, make sure you can get it under the tree," Graybill says. That is more an issue of
trimming the tree, but he says it is good to remember to have enough vertical clearance for the rail line.

The size of the layout is even more important.

Bigger trains, obviously, need more space to operate. Niedzalkoski suggests a O train can run on a 3- by 5-foot
layout, but suggests 4- by 8-foot is even better.

HO trains are comfortable on a 3- by 4-foot oval, rail experts say, while N can drop down to 2- by 3-foot or even a
circle of 2 feet.

Schmiedel says the three simple aspects to remember when entering railroading are the desired size of the train, the
amount of space available for the layout, and, no surprise, the amount of money available.

For that reason, Graybill suggests going to see a number of rail layouts either in stores or with hobbyists to get an
idea of how far you want to go with your display.

Graybill says railroading clubs can be the source of information for beginners. He, for example, is a member of the
South Hills Model Railroad Club that meets at 7 p.m. the third Thursday of the month at the Community Library of
Castle Shannon. Those meetings are open to visitors seeking information.

Graybill warns against buying railroad kits from little-known manufacturers. For one, he says, they often work only
with their own equipment, so things like extra track are more difficult, if not impossible, to buy.

Second, he warns, they sometimes do not have standardized equipment, so it is impossible to replace or add cars or
engines.

Houser points out the hooks linking the cars together tend to fit an industry standard, making car additions possible.
He also urges caution on inexpensive sets.

"Many of them just don't work long, so you end up replacing them," he says,

Besides engines and cars, houses and buildings play a big part in railroad displays. Once the domain of the
Plasticville buildings, the scale-model towns now have many rivals and buildings of all types, from homes in a number
of styles to industrial buildings.

"There is practically anything you want out there," Houser says.

Prices on those buildings can range up to $20, but Choltko points out they haven't really become outrageously
costly. For instance, he says, a Plasticville home 40 years ago might have cost 79 cents. Now, it is $6.

The buildings, people and landscape all are part of a scale reality the trains provide.

"It's your vision, your world, create one you like," Blaine says.

LOAD-DATE:’November 29, 2008
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Between Friends Holiday Store, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Dec. 1-6; 1-5 p.m. Dec. 7, the Library Center, 4653 S. Campbell
Ave. Friends of the Library volunteers help kids buy affordable gifts for family, friends and teachers. Call 883-5366.

Branson Area Festival of Lights Drive Through, Expressway Lane, Branson. Hours: Dusk-11 p.m.
Sunday-Thursday; dusk-midnight Friday, Saturday. Admission: $10 family vehicle; $25 mini-coach, vans, limos; $50
full size motor coach; $15 for a family vehicle season pass. Visit www.explorebranson.com or call 334-4084,

The Christmas Lights at Cornerstone, 6:30-9:30 p.m. nightly through Dec. 31, Comerstone Church, 1701 S. Fort.
The free drive- and walk-through Christmas lighting display extends over 13 decorated acres. Enter through the
archway on South Fort Avenue, north of Sunshine St. Free admission, accepting donations. Visit
www.cornerstonechurch.tv or call 831-7242.

Ozark Holiday Lights at Finley Park, 5-10 p.m. Sunday-Thursday; S-11 p.m. Fridays, Saturdays through Jan. 4.
Features 230 lighting displays and 80,000 lights. Free, donations accepted. Call 581-7002.

Festival of Lights at Jordan Valley Park, daily through Dec. 31, Jordan Valley Park, 635 East Trafficway. Features
a 30-foot tree and thousands of twinkling lights. Free. Call 864-1010.

The sixth annual Christmas on the Frisco Highline Trail, dusk- midnight daily through Jan. 3 at the trailhead of the
Ozark Greenways Frisco Highline Trail near 106 E. Jackson St. Visitors can drive by or walk along the trail to see the
more than 30 displays. Free, donations accepted. Call 742-9414.

The Light the Park Christmas Display at Bolivar's Dunnegan Memorial Park, Business 13 and Missouri 83. Hours:
6-9 p.m. nightly through Dec. 30. Features more than 35 still and animated displays, lighted snowflakes and an
expanded arch of lights. Admission: free, donations accepted to benefit local charities. Call 326-4118.
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The Trail of Lights display at Shepherd of the Hills, 5586 W. Missouri 76, dusk-midnight daily through Dec. 31.
Features lights, music and animated scenes. Admission: $8 for adults, $4 for ages 16 and younger with a maximum
charge of $35 per carload. Call 334-4191 or 800-653-6288.

Enchanted Forest, 5:30-10:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 5:30 p.m.-midnight Friday-Sunday through Dec. 31 at the
Corps of Engineers' campground on Indian Point Road, 2 miles south of Silver Dollar City. A lighted tunnel and
numerous animated displays including the Freedom Tree are featured. Admission: free, donations accepted. Call
338-2772.

The Festival of Lights drive through display at the Shrine of St. Patrick's Church, Lake of the Ozarks, north of
Laurie on Missouri 5. Hours: 6-10:30 p.m. daily through Jan 1. Features various lighted displays. Admission: free. Call
573-374-6279.

The Monett Festival of Lights, 5:30-9:30 p.m. daily through Dec. 28 in Monett City Park, U.S. 60 and Missouri 37.
Features more than 30 animated light displays. Admission: free, donations accepted. Call 235-7919.

Dickerson Park Zoo, 1401 W. Norton Road. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily. Guests may stay in the park one hour after
the admission gate closes. Admission: $7 for adults; $5 for ages 3-12; free for ages 2 and younger and Friends of the
Zoo members. The Safari Trading Company Gift Shop is open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily through Dec. 24. Visit
www.dickersonparkzoo.org or call 864-1800.

02 TueSDAY

Drury Chamber Orchestra holiday concert, 7:30 p.m., Clara Thompson Hall, Drury University campus, 900 N.
Benton Ave. Free. Visit www.drury.edu or call §73-7296.

Children's Miracle Network Holiday Craft Sale, 7 a.m.-4 p.m., Foster Auditorium, Cox South, 3801 S. National
Ave. Call 269-5437.

MOAK 4-State Regional Exhibition 2008 continues through Jan. 4 at the Springfield Art Museum, 1111 E.
Brookside Drive. Museum hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday; 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursday; 1-5
p-m. Sunday. Free. Call 837-5700.

Missouri State University Jazz Band Concert, 7:30 p.m., Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, 525
John Q. Hammons Hall. Free. Call 836-5454.

Conservation Kids' Club: Holiday Crafts for Kids, 6-8:30 p.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S.
Chrisman Road. Drop by anytime and make a craft. Bring a large paper sack and a colored, 100-percent cotton t-shirt.
Ages 7-12; no younger siblings. Registration required. Call 888-4237.

Ozark Showcase Chorus Christmas Crafts & Gifts Fair, 5-8:30 p.m., Montclair Residential Care, 1000 E. Montclair
St. Free admission. Call 890-6212.

Waterford Crystal Signing Event, 3-7 p.m., Gamble's Gift Gallery; 1332 E. Republic Road. Free admission. Call
881-7555.

03 WEDNESDAY

The 43rd annual Elizabethan Christmas Dinners, 7 p-m. Dec. 3-6, Missouri State University, Plaster Student Union,
1110 W. Madison St. Features jesters, strolling carolers and a feast. A vegetarian meal or alternative entree selection
may be indicated on ticket request. Tickets: $25-$30, available at Ellis Hall, Room 206, by phone at 836-5648, or online
at www.missouristate.edu/music. Call 836-5182.



Page 78
December Springfield News-Leader (Missouri) November 30, 2008 Sunday

Missouri State Fruit Experiment Station's home winemaking workshop, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Faurot Hall, Room 102,
Missouri State University Mountain Grove campus. Features an introduction to home winemaking, presentations and
demonstrations in the morning, lunch, a tour of the research winery and a wine tasting in the afternoon. Attendees must
be at least 21. Registration: $15. Forms available at www.vesta-usa.org. Call 547-7500.

Sip & Shop Night, 6-9 p.m., Tonic Uliralounge, 317 Park Central East. Free admission. Call 844-5115.

Stone's Throw Dinner Theatre presents "Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas," 6:30 p.m., Stone's Throw Dinner Theatre,
796 S. Stone Lane, Carthage. Dinner performances continue at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 4-6 and 12-13; lunch matinees at 12:30
p.m. Dec. 7 and 14. Tickets: $20; $19 for ages 56 and older; $17 for ages 15 and younger; free for ages 4 and younger.
Call 358-7268.

04 THURSDAY

Vandivort Center Theatre's production of "Annie" continues at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4-6 and 11-13 at the Vandivort
Center Theatre, 305 E. Walnut St. Reserved seat tickets: Thursday and Sunday: $18; $16 for ages 55 and older and
students; $12 for ages 12 and younger. Friday and Saturday: $20; $18; $12. Group rates available. Student rush tickets:
$12 when available, 30 minutes before performance, with L.D. Call 831-8001.

Silver Dollar City's An Old Time Christmas continues through Dec. 30, 399 Indian Point Road, Branson. Open
Thursday-Sundays Dec. 4-14; daily Dec. 18-23 and 26-30. Single-day admission (including tax): $52.66 for adults;
$41.92 for ages 4-11 and $50.51 for ages 62 and over, free for kids 3 and younger. Visit www.silverdollarcity.com or
call 800-831-4386.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church presents "A Christmas Prayer: A Musical Drama," 7-8 p.m. Dec. 4-6, Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church, 815 E. Farm Road 182. Free. Visit www.pop-elca.net or call 881-0833.

Film screening of "Time To Leave," 5 p.m., Missouri State University, Craig Hall, room 306, 1147 E. Grand St. A
2003 French film directed by Francois Ozon. Free. Call 836-5729.

Stained Glass Theatre presents "Christmas at Beacon Ridge," 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday through
Dec. 19; 2:30 p.m. Dec. 20. Stained Glass Theatre, 1996 Evangel St., Ozark. Tickets: $8; $5 for ages 12 and younger.
Call 581-9192.

First Thursday Art Talk, 7 p.m., Park Central Branch Library, 128 Park Central Square. Local artists give gallery
talks on the first Thursday of every month. Free. Call 831-1342.

Missouri State University theatre and dance department presents "Twelve Angry Jurors," 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4-7, Coger
Theatre, Craig Hall, MSU campus, 1147 E. Grand St. Tickets: $8-$14. Visit www.missouristatetix.com or call
836-7678; 888-476-7849.

Rudolph's Five and Dime Holiday Bazaar, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Dec. 4; 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Dec. 5, Blair-Shannon Residence
Hall Grand Lounge, Missouri State University campus, 1001 E. Madison St. Features crafts, baked goods, jewelry,
decorations, and more. Live auction at noon Friday. Call 836-6591.

Springfield Little Theatre Family Series presents "Narnia," at the Landers Theatre, 311 E. Walnut St. Performances
at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4, 11, 12; 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Dec. 6, 13; 2:30 p.m. Dec. 7, 14. Tickets: $11; $9 for ages 14 and
younger. Call 869-1334.

Christmas Recital with organist Benjamin Boyer, 12:05 p.m., King's Way United Methodist Church, 2401 S. Lone
Pine Ave. Free; offerings accepted. Call 890-1407.

Christian rock band 12 Stone in concert, 8 pm., Outland Ballroom, 326 South Ave. Tickets: $12. All ages. Call
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863-9779.
05 FRIDAY

Fifth Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony, S p.m., Joe T. McKibben Great Room, College of the Ozarks, Point
Lookout. Hors d'oeuvres and hot spiced cider will be served as instrumental ensembles, strolling minstrels and the
handbell choir perform. Free. Call 690-2212.

Parents’ Night Out, 5-10 p.m., Discovery Center, 438 St. Louis St. Children ages 4 through grade 6 can explore the
science center, play games, make crafis, have festive snacks and watch a movie. Pre-registration and pre-payment
required by Dec. 3. Fee: $25 for Discovery Center members; $10 for each additional child; $30 for non-members; $10
for each additional child. Proceeds benefit Discovery Center. Visit www.discoverycenter.org or call 862-9910, Ext. 713.

First Friday Art Walk, a free self-guided gallery tour, 6-10 p.m., various art galleries and venues in downtown
Springfield. Maps available at participating venues. Free shuttle. Features live music, art, free refreshments and raffles.
Visit www.ffaw.org or call 864-7877.

Singer/Songwriter Rhett Roberson in concert, 6-10 p.m., Randy Bacon Photography Studio & Art Gallery, 600 W.
College St. Free. Call 868-8179.

Evening Stroll, 6-9 p.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road. The trails will be open
and patrolled. No registration required. Free. Call 888-4237.

Nature and the Arts: An Evening with Photographer Tim Ernst, 7-8:30 p.m., Springfield Conservation Nature
Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road. Ernst shares images and stories from his latest nature publications. Ages 12-adult;
registration required. Free. Call 888-4237.

Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts presents WinterFest, 5-10 p.m. Dec. 5; 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Dec. 6;
noon-5 p.m. Dec. 7, Hammons Hall, 525 John Q. Hammons Parkway. A visual and performing arts festival featuring
music, fine handcrafted art items and performances. Free admission. Visit www.HammonsHall.com or call 836-6767.

Béla and the Flecktones in concert, 8 p.m., Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, 525 John Q.
Hammons Parkway. Tickets: $33 and $23. Visit www.missouristatetix.com or call 836-7678; 888-476-7849.

Evangel University music department's Christmas Concert, 7:45 p.m., Chapel auditorium, Evangel University,
1111 N. Glenstone Ave. Bring a non-perishable food item or cash donation for Ozarks Food Harvest. Call 865-2815.

Festival of Lights Free Ice Skating, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Dec. 5, Mediacom Ice Park, 635 East Trafficway. All ages. Free
skating sessions continue: 9-10 p.m. Dec. 6; 4:30-5:30 p.m. Dec. 7; 9-10 p.m. Dec. 13; 5:30-6:30 p.m. Dec. 19;
3:30-4:30 p.m. Dec. 25; 5:30-6:30 p.m. Dec. 26; 6-7 p.m. Dec. 27. Skate rental: $2.50. Call 866-7444.

LuMaxx Productions presents "An Implausible Claus," 6:30 p.m. at Big Momma's Back Porch Theatre & Coffee
House, 217 E. Commercial St. Performances continue at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 6, 12, 13, 18-20; 1:30 p.m. Dec. 14, Dinner and
show: $25; show only: $10. Musical performance by Montage 9 p.m. Dec. 13 after dinner theater presentation. Tickets:
$35 for dinner, show and concert. Concert only: $12; includes coffee and dessert. Call 865-9911 or 864-2653.

The 17th annual Midtown Victorian Christmas Home Tour, 5-9 p.m. Dec. 5; noon-5 p.m. Dec. 6, Historic Midtown
Neighborhood. Admission: $10 advance; $12 day of tour. Call 873-7149.

MSU English department presents Moon City Invitational Reading, 9 p.m., Plaster Student Union Theater, MSU
campus, 1110 E. Madison St. Selected students read from their original works.of poetry and fiction. Call 350-4446.

Sacred Heart Church Vendor and Craft Sale, 5-9 p.m. Dec. 5; 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Dec. 6, 1609 N. Summit Ave. Call
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718-7085.

Skinny Improv Mainstage show, 7:30 and 10 p.m. Fridays, Saturdays, Skinny Improv Theatre, 301 Park Central
East. Tickets: $12; $10 for students and seniors; $8 for the late show. The Mystery Hour, a live talk show, is at 10:15
p-m. Dec. S. Tickets: $5. Visit www.theskinnyimprov.com or call 831-5233.

Teen Night After Hours, 9-10:30 p.m., the Library Center, 4653 S. Campbell Ave. Make stylish decor, or try your
hand at a gift for family and friends. The Library is open for Xbox games, music, crafts, prizes and free Internet access.
For grades 6-12. Free. Call 882-0714.

USA Dance Christmas Dance, 7:15-11 p.m., Northview Center, 308 E. Talmage St. Admission: $5 for members;
$10 for non-members. Call 883-4091.

Seymour Parent-Teacher Organization presents Santa's Workshop, 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m., Ozarks Family YMCA, 315 E.
Center Ave., Seymour. Features crafts, raffles and a silent auction. Call 840-7859.

The tenth annual Nativity Celebration, 6-9 p.m. Dec. 5; 3-9 p.m. Dec. 6-7, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, 4450 S. Farm Road 141 (Cox Road). Features handcrafted nativity sets from around the world, performances by
local high school and church choirs, harp music and performances by Branson entertainers the Lowe Family, the Brett
Family Singers, the Duttons, the Hughes Brothers, and SIX. Free. Visit www.nativitycelebration.com or call 883-7481.

Christmas Bazaar & Breakfast with Santa, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Dec. 5; 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 6, Mansfield Community
Center, 205 N. Missouri Ave. Free. Visit www.mansfieldcommunitycenter.org or call 924-7070.

Nativity Display at First Baptist Church, 5-8 p.m. Dec. 5; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Dec. 6; noon-2 p.m. Dec. 7, First Baptist
Church, 525 South Ave. Features more than 300 nativities, live music and refreshments. Free. Call 866-7202.

Ozark Country Music Jamboree and Jam Session, 7-9 p.m., Ozark VFW, 104 First St., Ozark. Free admission,
accepting donations. Call 443-7734.

2008 Neighbors and Friends Home Tour of Table Rock Lake and Hospitality Room, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 5 and 6.
Tour five homes on Table Rock Lake. Tickets: $15. Advance tickets available at area businesses or day-of at
Kimberling Area Library, 45 Kimberling Blvd. Call 779-1412.

Brenda McClintock in concert, 7 p.m., Eagle Heights church, 3285 W. Farm Road 146. Free. Call 865-5145.
06 SATURDAY

The Mosaic Vocal Ensemble presents the "Most Christmasy Christmas Concert in the world ... EVER," 7:30 p.m.,
University Heights Baptist Church, 1010 S. National Ave. Free. Call 862-0789.

Breakfast with Santa, 9-11 a.m., Central Christian Church, 1475 N. Washington Ave. Children from Boyd
Elementary and the Missouri Hotel can have breakfast with Santa, receive a goody bag and make crafts. Free. Call
831-8785 or 849-8730. .

Historic C-Street Holiday Lights Display, dusk-midnight daily through Jan. 2, Commercial Street and the Jefferson
Avenue Footbridge. Free. Call 880-3435. o

Grupo Latinoamericano's Christmas Dinner Posada, 6-9 p.m., YMCA Gym, 1901 E. Republic Road. Bring a dish to
share. Free. Call 886-1348.

German-Austrian-Swiss Heritage and Historical Society of the Ozarks' St. Nicholas Day meeting and Advent
Service, 1:30 p.m., St. Peter's Evangelical United Church of Christ, Pine Street, Billings. St. Nicholas will arrive with
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treats for the children. Refreshments provided. Free. Society annual membership: $3. Call 744-4397.

Weekend Hike, 9-11 a.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road. Take a volunteer
naturalist-guided hike. All ages. No registration required. Call 888-4237.

Contra Dance by Traditional Dance & Music Society of the Ozarks, 7-10:30 p.m., Franciscan Villa, 620 W. Scott
St. Admission: $6; $4 for students. Visit www.springfieldcontra.org or call 864-6238.

The 20th annual Jack Frost 5K Run/2.5K Walk, 9 a.m., Catholic Campus Ministry, 847 S. Holland Ave. Entry fee:
$12; $15 day of race. Call 865-0802.

Breakfast with Santa, 9 a.m. Dec. 6, 13 and 20, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World, White River Room, 1935 S.
Campbell Ave. Have breakfast with Santa and his elves catered by Hemingway's Restaurant. Tickets: $10; $6 for ages
4-11; free for ages 3 and younger. Visit www.basspro.com or call 891-5214.

Saturday Morning Breakfast for single mothers and grandmothers, 9:30-10:30 a.m., Stalnaker Boys and Girls Club,
1410 N. Fremont Ave. Free. Visit www.bgclubspringfield.org or call 865-2821.

Michael Brewer in concert, 8 p.m., doors at 6:30 p.m., the Rock House, 41 High St., Reeds Spring. Tickets: $10.
Visit www.brewerandshipley.com or call 272-8386.

Bass Pro Shops' Santa's Wonderland, noon-5 p.m. Saturdays, Sundays through Dec. 21, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor
World, 1935 S. Campbell Ave. Children can make pine cone ornaments, paper chains, Santas out of fishing bobbers,
reindeer hats and decorate cookies for Santa. Activities and games include a Bachmann model trains area, Fisher Price
remote control cars, a Red Ryder laser arcade, a Nerf soft gun range and activity tables for coloring and writing letters
to Santa. Santa will be in residence throughout the season. Free. Visit www.basspro.com. or call 887-7334.

First Saturday Night Art Stroll, 4-9 p.m., downtown Branson. Self-guided, maps available at participating galleries
and stores. Free. Call 230-8416.

Candyland at the Footbridge, noon-2 p.m., Jefferson Avenue Footbridge, Commercial Street. Visit with Santa and
make crafts. Free. Call 880-3435.

Christmas Tea at the Ragan House, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., St. Paul United Methodist Church, 415 E. Walnut St. Free. Call
823-0605.

First Baptist Church of Fair Play presents "A Christmas Village," 6-7:30 p.m., Missouri 32 and Troost St., Fair
Play. Features Victorian carolers, Santa's Workshop, Grampa's Cabin, Bethlehem Inn and a living nativity. Free;
refreshments provided. Call 654-2600.

Cumberland Presbyterian Women's Holiday Bazaar, 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 4216 S.
Charleston Ave. Lunch served. Call 883-4248,

Everton Parents, Teachers, Students Organization Holiday Bazaar, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 6; 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 7,
Everton Community Building, 120 W. Commercial St., Everton. Features crafts, vendors, Christmas gifts, food. Call
535-2415 or 300-4911.

Greater Ozarks Audubon Society Field Trip to Fellows Lake, 9 a.m.-noon. Meet in the parking lot at the east end of
the lake. Free. Call 887-0261. :

The Ash Grove Christmas Parade begins at 10 a.m. on Main Street in Ash Grove. Free.

Holiday Open House, 1:30-4 p.m., Ash Grove Branch Library, 101 E. Main St., Ash Grove. Features holiday
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music, crafts and refreshments. Call 751-2933.

Jim Brickman Holiday Concert, 4 and 8 p.m., Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, 525 John Q.
Hammons Parkway. Tickets: $58, $48 and $38. Visit www.missouristatetix.com.

MSU music department presents the "Sounds of Christmas" concert, featuring Missouri State bands and choirs, 2
p-m., Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, 525 John Q. Hammons Parkway. Free. Call 836-5454.

The Kirbyville Christmas Craft Show, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Kirbyville Elementary School, 4278 E. Missoutri 76,
Kirbyville. Concessions available. Call 334-2757.

Miss Merrie Christmas Pageant, 6 p.m., Gillioz Theatre, 325 Park Central East. Admission $7. Call 766-8517.

The 18th annual Nixa PTA Craft Fair, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Nixa Junior High, 205 North St. Bake sale and local eatery
concessions. Call 875-5452.

Mayor's Tree Lighting Ceremony, 3-5 p.m. Nixa Community Center, 701 Taylor Way. Visits with Santa, 3-5 p.m.;
tree lighting, 6 p.m. Call 725-5486.

Osceola Arts & Crafts Festival, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 76 Missouri WW, Osceola. Call 646-8881.

Rogersville Christmas Parade, 6 p.m., Rogersville City Park, County Line Road. There will be a tree lighting and
caroling in the city park following the parade. Call 753-7538.

Springfield Playhouse presents "Glowy The Elf, an EIf Story," noon and 2:30 p.m. Dec. 6-7, 13-14 at the Skinay
Improv Theatre, 301 Park Central East. Admission: $5, includes popcorn. Visit www.theskinnyimprov.com or call
831-5233.

Springfield Symphony Guild Holiday Open House at the Hvmbolt Mansion (formerly Selsor House), 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Dec. 6; 1-4 p.m. Dec. 7, 847 S. Scenic Ave. Tickets: $10; refreshments served. Call 864-6683.

Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church Holiday Bazaar, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church,
722 W. Atlantic St. Call 766-7104.

Monett Christmas Parade, 10 a.m., 8th and Broadway Streets, Monett. Call 235-7919.

Republic Historical Society's Christmas Tour of Homes, noon-6 p.m. Proceeds benefit the Republic History
Museum. Tickets: $5; available at the museum, 146 N. Main St. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. day of tour or at tour homes. Call
732-7702.

Alpaca Extravaganza 2008, 9:30 a.m.-noon, White River Alpacas, LLC, 6620 Missouri KK, Marshfield. Offering
workshops on alpacas as investment options. Free. Visit www.whiteriveralpacas.com or call 859-5046.

Breakfast with Santa, 8:30-10:30 a.m., Republic Community Center, 711 E. Miller Road. Cost: $3; picture with
Santa: $1. Visit www.republicmo.com or call 732-3500.

Christmas for Kids, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Zion Lutheran Church, 4717 S Farm Road 135. Features the story of the birth
of Christ, crafts, singing, games, lunch and a snack. No pre-registration required. For ages 5-12. Call 693-3244 or
e-mail revelehmann@juno.com

Weekend Hike, 9-11 a.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road. Free. Call 888-4237.

Benefit Music Show and Auction for Jesse Frazier, 5 p.m., Buffalo VFW Hall, Locust Street, Buffalo. Features
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country and gospel music, auction items donated by country music stars. Proceeds benefit medical expenses for Jesse
Frazier. Call 345-5628.

Askinosie Chocolate and the Moxie Cineme present "Chocolate," 7 p.m., Askinosie Chocolate, 514 E. Commercial
St. Features factory tours, samples and film. Tickets: $10. Call 862-9900.

07 SUNDAY

The 60th annual Adoration Celebration: Parade & Nativity Scene Lighting, 5 p.m., Branson Landing. Festivities
include lighting the nativity scene overlooking Lake Taneycomo at dusk and faa parade. Free. Visit
www.explorebranson.com or call 334-4084.

Branson Area Community Chorus Presents Handel's "Messiah," 2 p.m., First Baptist Church, Branson, MO, 400 S.
Sunshine St. Free. Call 334-4084.

Christmas Vespers, 4 p.m. Dec. 7; 7:30 p.m. Dec. 11, Clara Thompson Hall, 900 N. Benton Ave. Free. Visit
www.drury.edu or call 873-7296.

James River Assembly presents "Joy to the World," 6 p.m., James River Assembly, U.S. 65 and Christian County
CC. Features festive Christmas music performed by youth choirs. Free. Childcare provided. Visit www.jamesriver.org
or call 581-5433.

Live Nativity Pageant, 6:30-7:30 p.m. nightly Dec. 7-13, Missouri Entertainment and Event Center, 3001 N. Grant
Ave.; west lot. Enter at Gate 5 and view from car. Free. Visit www.ozarkempirefair.com or call 833-2660.

The 54th annual Nixa Christmas Parade, 2 p.m. Main Street, Nixa. Free. Call 725-5486.

Springfield Ballet presents "The Night Before Christmas" Children's Tea, 2 p.m., Kentwood Hall Crystal Room,
MSU campus, 700 St. Louis St. Admission: $15 for ages 12 and younger (activities fee included), $10 for adults. Call:
862-1343.

The Ozark Festival Orchestra and the Crodwer College Community Choir's Christmas concert, 7 p.m., United
Methodist Church, 224 S. Wood St., Neosho; 3 p.m. Dec. 14 at First United Methodist Church, 1600 N. Central St.,
Monett. Free; donations accepted. Call 626-8194.

Discover Nature Families: Finding Your Way, 2-4 p.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman
Road. Use a compass and search for treasure. Ages 6-adult; registration required. Free. Call 888-4237.

St. James Christmas Bazaar, noon-5 p.m., Lucy Wortham James Elementary School, 314 S. Jefferson Ave. Lunch
available. Call 573-265-0576.

St. James Christmas Parlor Tour, 3-6 p.m. Six homes and the Tri-County Humane Society are highlights. Features
an outdoor live nativity at Freedom Hills Farm, 15785 County Road 1130. Tourist Information Center open noon-3 p.m.
for tickets and light refreshments. Tickets: $10. Call 573-265-3671.

08 MONDAY

Springfield Area Retired Teachers Association Holiday Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Tower Club, 901 St. Louis St. Call
732-2192 or 881-0835.

The fourth annual Comer Community Expo "Passport to Your Future," 5:30-8 p.m., Central High School, 423 E.
Central St. Features informational sessions and activities for Boyd, Pipkin and Central students on physical and mental
health, relationships, careers and post-secondary education opportunities. Door prizes include computers, IPODs and
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grocery gift certificates. Refreshments provided. Free. Call 873-7260.
09 TUESDAY

Buzbee Dental and the Vandivort Center Theatre present a benefit performance of "Annie," 7:30 p.m., Vandivort
Center Theatre, 305 E. Walnut St. Tickets: $35; $25 for children, includes free refreshments and a gift bag. Proceeds
benefit Ronald McDonald Care Mobile. Call 875-3505.

Big Band Salute, 7:30 p.m., Findlay Student Center Ballroom, Drury University campus, 900 N. Benton Ave. Free.
Visit www.drury.edu or call 873-7296.

Bingo, 2 p.m., South Side Senior Center, 2215 S. Fremont Ave. Free. Call 8§81-0500.

Children's Miracle Network Holiday Craft Sale, 7 a.m.-4 p.m., Fountain Plaza Room, Cox North, 1423 N. Jefferson
Ave. Call 269-5437. '

Middle Schoolers at Midtown Carnegie Branch Library, noon-4 p.m., Midtown Library, 397 Central St. Features
games, crafts and movies for grades 6-8. Free. Call 862-0135.

Mark Crabtree and the Cattywampus Stringband in concert, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Diversity Center, Drury campus, 900
N. Benton Ave. Free, donations accepted for Help Give Hope. Call 873-7239.

10 WEDNESDAY

Jingle Ball Holiday Lock-Up for Muscular Dystrophy, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Springfield Brewing Company, 301 S. Market
Ave. Local citizens and celebrities will be "locked up" and must raise "bail" to benefit Jerry's Kids in the Ozarks. Call
866-5117.

The 18th annual Live Nativity Scene, 5:30-9 p.m. Dec. 10-12, Hopedale Baptist Church, 5370 N. Missouri NN,
Ozark. Free. Call 581-3836. '

Story Time With Ms. Ladybug, 11-11:30 a.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman. Free.
Call 888-4237.

Civil War Round Table of the Ozarks monthly meeting, 6:30 p.m., Wilson's Creek National Battlefield Visitor
Center, Greene County ZZ and Farm Road 182, Republic. Features a potluck Christmas social and a showing of the new
Wilson's Creek Visitor's Center film, "The Battle of Wilson's Creek."” Meat entrees provided, bring finger foods. Free.
Call 862-1772.

11 THURSDAY
Jam Session, 1-4 p.m., Northview Center, 301 E. Talmage St. Bring instrument. Cost: $1. Call 837-5808.
Boys Choir of Springfield in concert, 7 p.m., Immaculate Conception, 3535 S. Fremont Ave. Free. Call 496-1136.

Glendale High School theater department presents "A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum," 7 p.m.
Dec. 4-6; 3 p.m. Dec. 7, Glendale High School, 2727 S. Ingram Mill Road. Tickets: $7; $5 for students and seniors.
Visit www.glendaletheatre.org or call 523-8403.

Park Central Sounds presents Lance Sitton and the Seed, 7 p.m., Park Central Branch Library, 128 Park Central
Square. Free. Call 831-1342.

Christmas organ recital with Jonathan Casady, 12:05 p.m., King's Way United Methodist Church, 2401 S. Lone
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Pine Ave. Offerings accepted. Call 890-1407.

Broadway Baptist Chruch presents "Christmas on Broadway," 7 p.m. Dec. 11-14, Broadway Baptist Church, 2537
N. Broadway Ave. Free. Visit www.broadwaybc.com or call 865-7311.

12 FRIDAY

Step By Step Dance Studio Dance, 7-10:30 p.m., Northview Center, 301 E. Talmage St. Cost: $7.50; $6 for ages 55
and older. Call 837-5808.

Student Directed One-Act Plays, 8 p.m. Dec. 12-13, Wilhoit Theatre, Drury University, 900 N. Benton Ave.
Tickets: $1. Call 873-7326.

Agape Life Fellowship presents Mike Adkins in concert, 8:30 p.m., Agape Life Fellowship, 6185 W. Missouri 266.
Free; offerings accepted. Call 831-2333.

Vandivort 2nd Stage presents "Striking 12," 7:30 p.m. at Vandivort 2nd Stage, 440 S. Campbell Ave. Performances
continue at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 12-14, 17, 19-21, 31, Jan. 2-3; 2 p.m. Jan. 4. Tickets: $15 Dec. 12-13; $18-$16 Dec. 17-21,
Jan. 2-4; $20-$18 Dec. 31. Call 831-8001.

Live Reindeer, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Dec. 12-13, 19, 20-21. Titanic Museum Attraction, 3235 W. Missouri 76, Branson.
Free. Call 334-9500 or visit www.titanicbranson.com

13 SATURDAY

Downtown Springfield Christmas Parade, 1 p.m., downtown Springfield. The year's parade route begins at
Campbell Avenue and Mt. Vernon Street and continues north on Campbell Street to Park Central West; right on Park
Central West, through south side of Park Central Square onto Park Central East to Kimbrough Avenue; left on
Kimbrough Avenue to Trafficway; right on Trafficway Street ending in front of Jordan Valley Park. Free. Call
831-6217. '

Ozark Showcase Chorus Singing Christmas Cards via telephone, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. To order, call 890-6212.

All You Can Eat Breakfast, 7-9 a.m., Ozark Senior Center, 727 N. 9th St., Ozark. Cost: $3.50; $2 for ages 9 and
younger. Call 581-2538.

Ava Christmas Parade, 1 p.m., Ava Square, 810 SW 13th Ave., Ava. Free. Visit www.avachamber.org or call
683-4594.

Queen City Dance Club Dance, 7-10 p.m., Southside Center, 2215 S. Fremont Ave. Admission: $8, $15 per couple.
Call 844-7567 or visit http://queencitydanceclub.blogspot.com

Ozarks Arts and Crafts Fair, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 13; 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 14, Vendors Mart Flea Market and
Antique Mall, 1933 N. Glenstone Ave. Free. Call 865-3967.

First Christian Church of Bolivar Holiday Bazaar, 9 a.m.4 p.m., 407 W. Broadway St., Bolivar. Call 326-3377 or
6199-4101.

Montage in concert, 9 p.m., Big Momma's Coffee House, 217 E. Commercial St. Tickets: $12, includes coffee and
dessert. Call 865-9911 or 864-2653.

The fifth annual Memorial Luminary Driving Tour, 5:30 p.m., Wilson's Creek National Battlefield, Greene County
ZZ and Farm Road 182, Republic. Features more than 2,500 luminaries, living history volunteers, carolers and period
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decorations at the Ray House. Music, refreshments and information provided at the visitor center. Free. Call 732-2662.

Springfield Symphony presents its Holiday Pops concert "Home for the Holidays," 7:30 p.m., Juanita K. Hammons
Hall for the Performing Arts, 525 John Q. Hammons Parkway. Guests include the College of the Ozarks and Evangel
University concert chorales. Tickets: $9-$32. Call 836-7678, 888-476-7849 or www.hammonshall.com.

Jingle Bell Run, 8:30 a.m., Mediacom Ice Park, 635 East Trafficway. Entry fee: $20, register online at
www.springfieldarthritis.org. Call: 888-719-5670.

The sixth annual Kristkindl Markt, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 13; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 14, Hermannhof Festhalle and
Hofgarten, 237 E. First St., Hermann. The German market featuring holiday shopping and entertainment showcases
traditional German arts, crafts, food, literature, costumed carolers and music. Free. Visit www.hermannfarm.org or call
573-486-3276.

R.K. Gun Shows, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 13; 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 14, Missouri Entertainment and Event Center, 3001 N.
Grant Ave. Admission: $8; $2 for ages 6-12. Visit www.rkshows.com or call 833-2660.

Rogersville Holiday Tour of Homes, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Tickets: $10, available at Rogersville Flower & Gift Shop, 315
S. Main St. Proceeds benefit the Rogersville Area Senior Center. Call 753-2040.

14 SUNDAY

Springfield Chamber Chorus presents its Yuletide Concert, 2:30 p.m., St. Joseph's Church, 1115 N. Campbell Ave.
Free admission, accepting donations. Call 865-1112.

Chapter & Verse: Music on a Sunday Afternoon, 2 p.m., the Library Center, 4653 S. Campbell Ave. Bo Brown and
Friends perform traditional and original tunes with a bluegrass and folk influence. Free. Call 882-0714.

Michael Martin Murphey's Cowboy Christmas, 7 p.m., Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, 525 John
Q. Hammons Parkway. Features old-fashioned songs, stories and messages of Christmas cheer. All ages. Tickets: $29
and $19. Visit www.hammonshall.com or call 836-7678; 838-476-7849.

15 MONDAY

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Ozarks' Santa Calls, 6-8 p.m. Dec. 15-17. Each child registered receives a phone
call from Mr. and Mrs. Claus. Fee: $15; $10 for each additional child. Registration and fees due by Dec. 10. Proceeds
benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Ozarks. Visit www.bigbro.com or call 889-9136.

16 TUESDAY

Holiday Helpers, 4 p.m., Willard Branch Library, East Shopping Center. Get ready for the holidays by making
wrapping paper and holiday greeting cards. Stories and refreshments provided. For preschool-grade 5. Free. Call
742-4258.

17 WEDNESDAY

Holiday Horns concert, 12:15 p.m., Midtown Camegie Branch Library, 397 E. Central St. The Springfield
Symphony Brass Ensemble performs. Free. Call 862-0135.

18 THURSDAY

Adoption and Foster Care Informational Meetings, noon-1 p.m., Lutheran Family and Children's Services, 2130 N.
Glenstone Ave. Free. Call 862-1972.
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Swan Repertory Theatre presents Charles Dickens' "A Christmas Carol" at the Gillioz Theatre, 325 Park Central
East. Showtimes: 7:30 p.m. Dec. 18-21; 2:30 p.m. Dec. 20-21. Tickets: $25; $20 for students and ages 55 and older; $12
for ages 12 and younger and student rush (when available). Purchase tickets online at www.missouristatetix.com and
831-7926.

Christmas organ recital with Sibyl Sharp, 12:05 p.m., King's Way United Methodist Church, 2401 S. Lone Pine
Ave. Offerings accepted. Call 890-1407.

19 FRIDAY

Christmas Program, 12:30 p.m., Northview Center, 301 E. Talmage St. Make and sample holiday treats. Free. Call
837-5808.

The Springfield Ballet presents "The Nutcracker,” 7 p.m. Dec. 19-20; 2 and 6 p.m. Dec. 21, the Landers Theatre,
311 E. Walnut St. Tickets: $16-$22. Call 869-1334.

The Messiah Project presents "The Miracle of Christmas -- A Prelude of Holiday Music" and "Amahl and the Night
Visitors," 7:30 p.m., Juanita K. Hammons Hall, 525 John Q. Hammons Parkway. Features "A Springfield Christmas
Past” and "Amabhl and the Night Visitors." Tickets: $14-$27. For tickets, visit www.hammonshall.com or call 836-7678,
888-476-7849. For information about the production, visit www.messiahproject.org or call 583-5274.

Little Acorns: Winter Woodpeckers, 11-11:45 a.m. or 1:30-2:15 p.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center,
4600 S. Chrisman Road. Free. Call 888-4237.

Live Nativity Christmas Carolers Drive Through, 6-8 p.m. Dec. 19-20, Elkland Park, Missouri 38, Elkland. Free.
Call 473-1293.

Community Caroling at the Lodge, 3 p.m., the Fremont, 1520 E. Bates St. Free. Call 881-0500.
20 SATURDAY

Singles Reaching Out Christmas Gathering and Gift Exchange, 6:30 p.m., Holy Trinity Catholic Parish Hall, 2818
E. Bennett St. Bring two canned goods or non-perishable food items for The Kitchen, a holiday appetizer to share and a
$5 gift to exchange. Call 882-4754 or www singlesreachingout.org

Branson Ballroom Dancers 4th Saturday Dance, 7-10 p.m., Branson Community Center, 201 Compton Drive,
Branson. Live music by the B & B DUO. Cost: $8; $15 for couple. Call 883-4091.

Contra Dance by Traditional Dance & Music Society of the Ozarks, 7-10:30 p.m., Franciscan Villa, 620 W. Scott
St. Cost is $6; $4 for students. Visit www.springfieldcontra.org or call 864-6238.

Festival of Lights Ice Holiday Ice Show, 6 p.m., Mediacom Ice Park, 635 E. Trafficway. Cost is $5; free for ages 2
and younger. Call 866-7444.

The Greater Ozarks Audubon Society's annual Christmas Bird Count, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. around Springfield. Free. Call
881-0732.

21 SUNDAY

"Polar Express," 2 p.m., the Library Center, 4653 S. Campbell Ave. Bring the entire fam1ly for this holiday classic,
rated G, on the Library's big screen. Free. Call 882-0714.

24 WEDNESDAY
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Christmas Dinner, 11:30 a.m., Northview Center, 301 E. Talmage St. Bring a side dish and enjoy a holiday meal.
To sign up, call 837-5808.

25 THURSDAY

Salvation Army Community Christmas Dinner, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Harbor House, 636 N. Boonville Ave. Donations
of ham, turkey and desserts are needed and can be dropped off at Harbor House. Call 831-7746.

26 FRIDAY

Gaming at the Station, 6 p.m., the Library Station, 2535 N. Kansas Expressway. Grades 6-12 can play video and
board games; refreshments provided. Free. Call 865-1340.

27 SATURDAY

Animal bingo, 2-3 p.m. Dec. 27; 1-2 p.m. Dec. 28, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman
Road. Learn new facts and win prizes. All ages; registration required. Free. Call 888-4237.

30 TUESDAY

Toddler Tales, 11-11:30 a.m. and 1-1:30 p.m., Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road.
Bring your tots to hear a tale about nature and to complete a craft project. No registration required. Free. Call 888-4237.

Celebrate New Year's Eve-Eve, 2 p.m., the Library Station, 2535 N. Kansas Expressway. For grades K-5. Make
noisemakers and silly hats to welcome 2009. Free. Call 865-1340.

School's Out Stuff to Make and Do, noon, Brentwood Branch Library, 2214 Brentwood Blvd. All ages. Free. Call
883-1974.

Write Now, 3:30 p.m., Midtown Carnegie Branch Library, 2214 Brentwood Blvd. Kids in grades 6-12 can bring
stories, songs, poems, plays or random thoughts to this after-school writing group. Free. Call 862-0135.

31 WEDNESDAY

First Night Springfield, 5:30 p.m.-midnight, multiple downtown venues and Jordan Valley Park, 635 East
Trafficway. Admission: $7 advanced stickers, $8 night of, $30/family 4-pack, ages 3 and younger free. Call: 831-6200.

Talent Show and New Year's Celebration, 10 a.m., Northview Center, 301 E. Talmage St. Register by Dec. 24 to
participate in the talent show. Call 837-5808.

Winter Bird Walk, 11 a.m.-noon, Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4600 S. Chrisman Road. Bring
binoculars and a bird field guide. Ages 7-adult; no registration required. Free. Call 888-4237.

New Year's Eve Dance, 8 p.m.-midnight, Kimberling City Senior Center, 63 Kimberling Blvd. Cost: $10; bring
snacks to share. Call 883-4091 or 231-1938.

LOAD-DATE: December 5, 2008
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BYLINE: Sandy Alexander, Special to The Baltimore Sun

BODY:

Unlike many model train buffs, Tom Sellars doesn't have a train layout spread across his basement or filling his
garage.

Instead, for 20 years he has worked with fellow enthusiasts to take over one room of the B&O Railroad Museum's
Ellicott City Station each fall and create mountains, valleys, tunnels and towns for the tiny engines to zip around with
the ultimate goal of drawing visitors during the holiday season.

For the past several years, the team has included Tony Zingarelli of Perry Hall and Larry Harrington of Kingsville,
and Sellars said that for all three train buffs, "This is our layout. This is ours to play with for three months."

The result of their creative efforts will be on display through Jan. 25 as part of the B&O Railroad Museums'
Holiday Festival of Trains.

The Ellicott City Station presentation, which is in its 25th year, will feature the new O-scale display built by
Sellars, Zingarelli and Harrington, a new Thomas the Tank Engine display and other layouts. Santa Claus will drop in,
too. The B&O Museum in Baltimore also will have model train displays built by several different clubs and holiday
activities.

Starting in mid-August, the Ellicott City trio put in a combined 750 hours on this year's display, which has nine
trains, 30 tunnel openings and five "super streets” with cars zooming around on them.

Among the new features this year is a custom-made metal suspension bridge and an adjoining trestle that the men
built to match, a new farm scene they purchased that has a windmill, grazing cows and tiny rows of corn, and a lighted
Domino Sugar sign as part of a newly reconfigured city street.
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Other new elements are more subtle but add to the overall effect, including a boy climbing a rope into his
treehouse, the sound of bells at the crossing gates and a moving work crew fixing a road. Favorite elements from past
years have returned, such as a scrap yard with a moving crane, a group of mountain climbers and rescue vehicles with
flashing lights.

This year, Harrington said, the model builders benefited from a generous donation of trains, funding and all the
trees they could use from Bachmann Trains in Philadelphia. Harrington works for the company, which decided to
become a sponsor after viewing the men's efforts last year.

Harrington said the work was easier and a little faster this year because the men switched from using papier mache
for building the hills and valleys to medical plaster that is normally used to make casts.

The team doesn't really plan its displays, said Sellars, who works in home improvement.
"We start seeing what we like, and it works its way to what you see," he said.

Zingarelli recalled how happy he was as a boy to see the train displays at local stores at holiday time. Now, he said,
he can relate to youngsters' reaction.

"Seeing the kids come through, seeing their faces, is worth every hour we put in," he said.

When the exhibit opened the day after Thanksgiving, one of those faces belonged to 4-year-old Evelyn Luster of
Germantown. She pointed out to her parents a crossing gate that raises and lowers and let out an "oooh," when a CSX
train went chugging by.

"She really loves trains,” said her father, Troy Luster, who was there with Evelyn's mother, Valerie, and her
7-month-old sister, Julia.

In addition to the O-scale layout, Sellars and his collaborators built a small display with interactive elements at the
museum's request. Visitors can push buttons to activate a whistle, a crossing gate, figures at an ice cream stand and four
other moving pieces while trains race around two loops.

An N-gauge layout, which uses very small trains and scenery, is on display again in the museum's telegraph office.
On Dec. 13 and 20, visitors can see Santa Claus in the museum's caboose.

In addition, the museum invited Jeffrey Tomecek of Bel Air to upgrade its Thomas the Tank Engine display, which
was very popular in past years.

Tomecek, a retired postal worker who has built models with clubs at the B&O in Baltimore, built a five-level
G-gauge layout out of plywood and Styrofoam with tunnels, hills and trees for six characters from the books and videos:
Thomas, James, Percy, Toby, Duck and Diesel.

The layout was constructed in pieces at his home and reassembled at the museum, Tomecek said. And while
Thomas and James are commercially available, he built the other characters out of pieces from other sets. He also put
Harold the Helicopter into the scene and gave him new, rotating blades.

As Tomecek watched the crowds come through on the first day, he said there was no question the set-up was a hit.
"Some of them have come back several times already," he said.
IF YOU GO

What: The Holiday Festival of Trains



Page 75
CATCHING THE TRAINS The Baltimore Sun December 7, 2008 Sunday

Where: Ellicott City Station, 2711 Maryland Ave.
When: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays through Sundays through Jan. 25 (closed Dec. 24, 25, 31 and Jan. 1).

Information and admission prices: www.ecborail.org.

GRAPHIC: Photo(s)

1. Ian Otrebski (left), and his father, Marcin Otrebski, join Susan and Andrew Reisch at the railroad display. 2. The
B&O Railroad Museum: Ellicott City Station is celebrating its 25th annual 3. Four-year-old Chase Shreiner from St.
Mary's County gazes through the glass at this year's display, which has nine trains, 30 tunnel openings and five "super
streets” with cars zooming around on them. Three men have been working on the layout since August, about 750 hours'
effort.

Baltimore Sun Photos: Doug Kapustin
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Looking for a train to put around the Christmas tree? Here are some tips on how to choose the right one.

The most popular Christmas tree train is an O-gauge, an electric train set that plugs into the wall and has cars that
are about 10 inches long, according to Lionel, which manufactures electric trains.

There are many types of add-on cars and accessories available for an O-gauge.

Think about how much space you have. With the track included in most sets, most people set up a 40-inch diameter
circle around the Christmas tree, according to Lionel.

Train cars should take up no more than one-third of the track, says Duane Miller, owner of Caboose Hobbies in
Denver. You don't want the locomotive chasing the tail of the train, says Neil Besougloff, editor of Model Railroader
magazine.

Purchase the train from a reputable dealer, says James Pentifallo, owner and manager of Ridgefield Hobby in
Ridgefield, N.J. A reputable dealer sells and services trains all year-round - not only during the holidays.

Buy a reliable name, such as Lionel, MTH Electric Trains or Bachmann Trains, says Pentifallo.

Don't shop only by price, says Besougloff. Consider the quality. You want to make sure the train runs next year, he
says.

Be careful about used trains. You may be buying someone else's headache, says Pentifallo.

- Associated Press
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NEW YORK, March 31 /PRNewswire/ - Actor and avid train fan Taye Diggs, star of Private Practice, will join
Amtrak to kick-off the third annual National Train Day. Diggs will start the weekend's festivities with a ceremony at
New York's Penn Station on Friday, May 7, where he will flip the switch that launches an edible "trainscape" made
from elaborate confections and moving model trains. Afterward, Diggs will board Amtrak and travel to Washington,
D.C. to host one of National Train Day's signature celebrations at Union Station and enjoy the festivities with other train
fans on Saturday, May 8.

"Riding the train was my first real exposure to serious travel and the magical notions attached to train travel will
stay with me forever," said Taye Diggs, National Train Day spokesperson. "My wife [Broadway Actress Idina Menzel]
and I have lived all of our adult lives in New York City so we have come to know riding the train as a relaxing and
convenient travel option."

National Train Day commemorates the 141st anniversary of the first transcontinental railroad's inception by
bringing to life the rich narrative of how trains transformed America.

The Penn Station event will begin at noon with the reveal of a three-dimensional "trainscape" made of cake and
other edible treats. The display will be inspired by this year's new National Train Day artwork and will include a model
train installation by Bachmann Trains, a leading model train company.

"National Train Day celebrates the train's impact on our country and provides an opportunity for Americans to
further understand the influence rail has on the future of transportation in America," said Emmett H. Fremaux, Amtrak
vice president, marketing and product development.

On May 8, Amtrak will host free events, from 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., in four of its gateway stations across the U.S.:
Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, Chicago and Los Angeles, all designed to help people "discover the rail way."” These
large scale events will feature live entertainment, interactive and educational exhibits, kids' entertainment, model train
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displays and tours of notable private railroad cars, Amirak equipment, freight and commuter trains. In addition, local
communities across the country are encouraged to develop and host their own National Train Day celebrations. More
than 140 local celebrations took place in 2009 and Amtrak expects even more in 2010,

Joining Amtrak to celebrate the importance of trains, the SUBWAY® restaurant chain is the premier sponsor of the
third annual National Train Day.

For more information about National Train Day, visit www.nationaltrainday.com.

About Amtrak

As the nation's intercity passenger rail operator, Amtrak connects America in safer, greener and healthier ways.
Last fiscal year (FY 2009), the railroad carried 27.2 million passengers, making it the second-best year in the company's
history. With 21,000 route miles in 46 states, the District of Columbia and three Canadian provinces, Amtrak operates
more than 300 trains each day-at speeds up to 150 mph (241 kph)-to more than 500 destinations. Amtrak also is the
partrer of choice for state-supported corridor services in 15 states and for several commuter rail agencies. Visit
Amtrak.com or call 800-USA-RAIL for schedules, fares and more information.

Contact: Tracy Connell
202-906-3860
Stephanie Aenchbacher
312-240-2688

SOURCE Amtrak

CONTACT:Tracy Connell, +1-202-906-3860, or Stephanie Aenchbacher, +1-312-240-2688, both for Amtrak
URL: http://www.prnewswire.com
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BYLINE: By William Hageman, TRIBUNE NEWSPAPERS

BODY:
Model trains and gardens. They are two of our favorite hobbies. And people love putting the two together.

There are small garden railroads that run past daisies and hostas, and there are elaborate setups that wind through
plants that fit the scale of the trains. Something for everyone.

"The most basic, smallest layout you could make is a 4-foot diameter circle," says Doug Blaine, vice president of
marketing for Bachmann Trains, which produces a wide variety of trains. "Beyond that, things can expand with your
imagination. As big as your dreams are, that's how big the railroad can be."

Blaine believes that garden railroading is growing in popularity because more public gardens are adding them, "and
as more people see them, they are inspired and want to do something similar for their garden.”

Inspiration by itself isn't enough to get a garden railroad up and running. You have to have a plan.

It starts with real estate. Back in the day, railroad barons just took the land they needed (we all remember "Blazing
Saddles"). That won't fly in most homes today.

"The real start to a garden railroad is a real estate transaction,” Blaine says. "Whoever the railroad person is (in the
house) has to negotiate with the gardener. ... They have to get themselves space to actually build the railroad in the
gardening area." :

Once you have a location, research and plan. The Internet is the place to start: bachmanntrains.com, gardenrailways
.com, gardentrains.com are all good. But it is just that, a start.
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"I joined the local garden railroad group, the California Central Coast Garden Railroad Society," says Paul Deis of
Paso Robles, Calif., who built a layout in his yard last year. "That way I could talk to other people about garden
railroads. I read a couple different Web sites and subscribed to Garden Railways magazine. From all of those, I kind of
looked at what was out there and what my options were."

And the options are many. On the train side, size of the layout, gauge and scale of the equipment, brass tracks
versus stainless steel, and layout details (buildings? tiny people?) all need to be decided. On the garden side, physical
characteristics of the layout (mountains? deserts?) and types of plants to use are all in play.

"Find other people who also have a garden railroad and go visit them and learn," Deis advises. "There's a lot of
different ways to do everything. Different control systems you can use, there's different scales of trains. So visit other
people before you spend the money and figure out what you want."

He offered another tip: Don't try to do too much at once.

Deis' main line has about 250 feet of track and another 150 feet of sidings. Eventually he'll have about 800 feet of
track.

"It's going to take me years to build out,” he says. "But I planned it in phases so I could get the first phase built and
run trains for a while. ... We're able to run trains now. You don't want to wind up building for years and never have a
train to run. So even if you're going to build big, make it in phases."

Blaine estimates that a starter set (trains, brass track and transformer) would cost $300 to $500. An expanded layout
(starter set plus expansion track and accessories) would be about $800. And an advanced layout (larger locomotive and
cars with stainless-steel track that has wider radius curves and multiple loops of track, a higher voltage transformer and
accessories) would be in the $1,500 to $2,000 range.

What else should be considered? Here are a few topics:
\ Weather

Garden railroading is a year-round hobby -- some enthusiasts fight snow by mounting plows on the front of their
locomotives and clear the tracks that way -- but there are still precautions to take.

Don't leave a train out in inclement weather, for example. One solution: the reliable old doggy door.

"A lot of people will run their trains, when they get more serious about it, through a doggy door into a basement or
" garage to get them out of the weather or get them in at night," Blaine says. "And that way they don't have to physically
move them on and off the track each day.”

Light rain or mist won't hurt the trains, he says, but it's best to put everything away during a driving rainstorm.
Trains can run on electric (the most popular) or onboard batteries, which is growing in popularity.

"You certainly do want to make sure you're plugged into a GFI outlet, but that's just standard for any outdoor
electrical product,” Blaine says.

\ Must-haves

There are some real attention-grabbers that you should use if possible. The two most prominent ones are a bridge or
a trestle and a tunnel.

Blaine says that a bridge or trestle over a dry river bed or water feature is always eye-catching. The tunnel, he says,
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can be a real tunnel or it can be merely hinted at by overhanging plants or rocks piled carefully along the tracks, with
one rock covering a portion of it.

"It doesn't have to be an actual earthen tunnel, but something to suggest it," he says. "Something where there's a
sense of where the train disappears and then appears again. It's always appealing to anyone watching the train operate.”

If you go with an actual tunnel, block both ends when the train is not in use. Nocturnal critters would love such a
ready-made burrow.

\ Pitfalls
Be careful of the plants you use. Ones that send out runners can pop up between tracks, making weeding difficult.
Other plants that fit in nicely at first can quickly grow out of proportion.

Also, avoid steep grades. Real railroads don't use them, neither should you. Limit the grades to 1 percent to 2
percent if you must, but flat and level is always preferable.

Harsh winters, frost or big storms can erode the ground under the tracks. "Most garden railroads start with a bed of
gravel for good drainage, so you don't get ice freezing under the tracks causing instability," Blaine says. "It helps keep
the tracks even."

Try to keep things simple. If you envision a huge, complicated layout, chances are you might not ever get it started.

"Start small," Blaine says. "Get comfortable with the process, how to build the railroad, and let your railroad grow
after that."

Train-friendly plants

Paul Race, whose essays appear at familygardentrains.com, has some suggestions about what plants work best:
Most popular tree: dwarf Alberta spruce (conical, represents small pines)

Another useful dwarf tree: "Hetz Midget" arborvitae provides a more deciduous look

Ground covers: Sedum acre (stonecrop), creeping thyme, "Elfin" thyme

Evergreen ground covers: blue rug juniper, dwarf procumbent juniper

Transition plants: (for around the edges to "transition" from miniature to full-size garden plants) threadleaf
coreopsis, threadleaf Japanese maple

- WH.

Watch one in action

Want to watch a fully loaded railroad garden in action? One of the area's most elaborate examples is choo-chooing
through Oct. 31 at the Chicago Botanic Garden, 1000 Lake Cook Rd., Glencoe. The garden's theme, "Landmarks of
America," features garden-scale trains that travel past miniature scenes of famous landmarks (including historic
Comiskey Park, Wrigley Field and Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater) and elaborate gardens planted to scale. The
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7,500-square-foot exhibition is open, weather permitting, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily through Labor Day, then 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. through Oct. 31. Garden parking is $20 (free for members); railroad garden admission is $5, $3 for ages 3-12,
with a $1 discount for members. Visit chicagobotanic.org/railroad for more information.

bhageman@tribune.com
NOTES: Garden

GRAPHIC: Photo (color): As this photo from Bachmann Trains shows, a railroad garden can be as elaborate as you
wish -- a bridge is especially impressive. There's no limit to how much you can spend, but experts say a starter set
should cost between $300 and $500.

Photo (color): (Chicago Botanic Garden's "Landmarks of America" railroad garden, 1000 Lake Cook Rd., Glencoe)
Photo(s)
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ABSTRACT

Since our brood ranges in age from kindergarten to junior high to high school, we opted for The Thomas Holiday
Special ($145) to entertain the little guy and the Night Before Christmas ($390) for the older ones. Music lovers will
appreciate the iCraig 2.\n Dessert choices include Baby Sea Turtle Cupcakes, which use whole-wheat flour and low-fat
plain yogurt, and the kids couldnt wait to decorate them to look like turtles with using aqua-tinted vanilla frosting and
candy-coated chocolates and gumdrops.

FULL TEXT
Holiday Gift Guide
HAVE THOMAS CHUGGING AROUND YOUR TREE

There may be no other gift more fun to find under the Christmas tree than a brand new electric train set. As a kid, I
never owned one. That circumstance certainly changed when I had children of my own, however - at least at
Christmastime. Nothing fancy mind you: just a small, simple oval or figure eight with a few cars attached to the
locomotive and trailed by the caboose . . . and only run by batteries with no remote. This year, though, with the kids
getting a bit older, we decided to upgrade with a pair of electric sets from Bachmann Trains, the 1 76year-old company
that offers a lifetime guarantee on all of its products.

Since our brood ranges in age from kindergarten to junior high to high school, we opted for The Thomas Holiday
Special ($145) to entertain the little guy and the Night Before Christmas ($390) for the older ones. Thomas the Tank
Engine, of course, was a favorite for our crew when they were small, We still have a bevy of episodes on VHS tapes
(and even the VCR to play them on for our five-year-old). The set Includes Thomas with his trusty plow, holiday hat,
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and moving eyes; a candy cane tank car with international-style hook-and-loop couplers; an open wagon car replete
with a Christmas tree; snap-fit E-Z Track with 12 pieces (curved and straight); plug-in terminal; power pack and speed
controller; and illustrated instruction manual.

Running The Night Before Christmas Train Set is an absolute delight as well. It comes complete with a 4-6-0 steam
locomotive (with operating headlight, smoke, and speed-synchronized sound); tender with coal load; gondola; Santa
figure; bobber caboose; and 14 pieces of track (straight and curved).

For more information on Bachmann Trains, which include the 163-piece Golden Spike set and a Thomas & Friends
collection, visit www,- bachmanntrains.com.

NOTHING BEATS CUPCAKES AND DONUTS ON TAP

Cupcakes are the new culinary craze and one of the nation's top houseware trends. Bakeries and stores specializing
exclusively in cupcake sales started in New York and tos Angeles before spreading across the country. There now are
numerous blogs dedicated solely to cupcake recipes and decorations. Caterers even report that new brides and grooms
are choosing to go with a tower of cupcakes instead of a giant wedding cake at their receptions. In addition, one of the
Food Network's fastest-rising shows is called "Cupcake Wars."

Okay, now that we've established the preeminence of the cupcake, what should we do about it? Make and eat our
own cupcakes, of course. The Sunbeam Cupcake Maker ($49.99) lets you enjoy fresh baked, delicious cupcakes or
muffins in about 1 0 minutes, as it can produce up to six regular-sized cupcakes at a time, with or without paper liners.
In other words, when it comes to cupcakes, there no longer is any reason to go the store-bought, preservative-filled
route. Homemade has never been so easy and the kids (only the kids?) will love creating, decorating, and sharing their
bounty (well, maybe the first two). Warm up and ready lights indicate that the cupcake maker is on and heating, an
easy-lift handle helps ensure safe baking, and nonstick plates make cleanup a snap- and when it comes to snapping up
treats, there is perhaps only one thing that goes as quickly as cupcakes . . . donuts! The folks at Sunbeam have got you
coyertd here as well with its whimsical Donut Maker ($39.99) that produces fresher, healthier donuts than the
storebought, deep-fried variety - and when you're done, storage is real easy thanks to its unique design that allows the
unit to stand upright.

Now, if your holiday guests are scarfing cupcakes and donuts, they're going to need drinks as well. From small
intimate gatherings to sophisticated soirees, the new Oster Designer Series Blender ensures entertaining with style and
ease. Up to 600 watts of power, combined with a durable all-metal drive and stainless steel ice crushing blade, make
multitasking easy. Chop nuts for Christmas cookies or puree warm winter soup one minute and whip up frozen
cranberry cocktails or healthy resolution-friendly smoothies the next. A six-cup dishwasher-safe square glass ensures
easy pouring, blending performance, and cleanup.

Cupcakes, donuts, and drinks - looks like we'll be spending the holidays at our house after all.
CVS Is Your Pipeline to Santa's Gift Shop

Whether you're just not up for another trip to the mall or you're in need of a gift in a hurry without all of the hassle,
your neighborhood CVS/pharmacy just may hold the solution for finishing up your holiday shopping. With diverse
items from gadgets and gizmos to pet products and toys, you're sure to fill anybody's wish list.

The Craig 7-inch Portable LCD TV with DVD player ($129.99) Is sure to be a hit. With built-in rechargeable
batteries that last approximately 2%4 hours and a weight of just four pounds, it's a great grab-and-go solution to keep kids
occupied in the car or, perhaps, to watch television in the kitchen, ft comes with a telescopic metallic antenna to pick up
channels with the ATSC digital tuner. There are built-in stereo speakers and a headphone jack, as well as a USB port
and SD card slot The unit, featuring a clear, crisp picture, also comes with a remote control, car adapter, AV cable, AC
adapter, and earbuds, plus the LCD screen swivels for more convenient viewing.
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For the gamer on your list, Zone 60 ($39.99) is a wireless Interactive gaming system with a plug and play setup to
attach to your television. It comes with 60 built-in games for classic arcade fun, including Sudoku and Jewel Fever, plus
casino games like Texas Hold'em and slot machines. Eleven interactive games (tennis, golf, bowling, and more) offer
32 bit graphics. The package contains two wireless controllers; golf club, tennis racket, and baseball bat attachments;
AC adapter, and AV cable.

Music lovers will appreciate the iCraig 2.1 Channel Tower Stereo System ($99) with remote control. Featuring four
high-powered speakers and a powered subwoofer, it is compatible with the iPhone/iPod - for both playing and charging
- and has an auxiliary jack for MP3/MP4 players. The tower stands more than three feet tall and can connect to your
television to create a home theater system.

There's been a lot of buzz going around about Mattel's Sing-a-majigs! ($12.99) and CVS has them. Cuddly little
plush toys that sing when you press their tummies, Sing-a-ma-jigs come in four colors and each has a signature song:
Red sings "Where, Oh Where Has My Little Dog Gone"; Blue, "When the Saints Go Marching In"; Pink, "Skip to My
Loo", and Yellow, "Home on the Range." You control the tempo and each squeeze makes them sing one note at a time.
Pressing the hand can change modes from harmony to chatter to song. Collect more than one to hear them harmonize.

You won't have to travel far for your holiday essentials and last minute gifts. Visit www.cvs.com for more
information.

A BICYCLE BUILT FOR TWO (YOU AND YOUR TEAM)

With the proliferation of licensed sports apparel everywhere, ft seems hard to believe that the market remains
untapped in certain segments. For instance, what about cycling apparel? Wouldn't it be neat for ardent- or even casual -
bicyclists to be able to adorn themselves in their favorite team's colors and symbols? Michael Restuccia (who loves his
Boston Red Sox, Bruins, and Celtics) certainly thinks so, which is why his company, VOmax, Northhampton, Mass. -
designer, manufacturer, and distributor of premium cycling apparel - has hit the retail market in a big way with a new
line that features the colors and logos of all 90 teams in Major League Baseball, the National Hockey League, and the
National Basketball Association.

According to the National Sporting Goods Association, some 45,000,000 Americans cycle an average of 50 days
per year, and many of those individuals have turned to VOmax over the last three decades because of its proprietary dye
sublimation process that embeds hues directly into the fibers of its pieces to achieve vibrant, colorfast designs - and now
that same technique is being used to produce dazzling sports team tops, shorts, and arm warmers.

The tops are made to look just like jerseys and feature a microdry fabric that wicks moisture away from the skin,
ensuring a comfortable fit and cooling effect. The legware is a high-performance bib cycling short with a stretch Italian
chamois pad for ultimate comfort. It is hand-sewn with overlooked seams to ensure proper fit and withstand
wear-and-tear. The arm warmers are stretch Lycra that keep arms warm and dry in cool to cold conditions.

The Official Licensed Products Collection is available only from VOmax. It can be ordered online
(www.vomaxgear.com) or at select bicycle retailers. Be sure to check out the special edition championship apparel that
changes with the seasons. Right now, fans of the World Series winning San Francisco Giants can order customized
Worid Series gear.

WHAT GOES BEST WITH A FIREPLACE AND EGGNOG

‘With a family of six- that's right, the kids have us outnumbered 4-2 - life sometimes can become a matter of piles,
not all of them pleasant. Sometimes there are piles of garbage coming out of the kitchen can; more often there are
overflowing piles of dirty clothes overwhelming the laundry room; and, to be honest, those dinner dishes pile up pretty
quickly, too. Still, not all piles are bad. For instance, there's the pile of tasty treats that are always accessible on top of
the fridge, and the pile of logs I spent all fall splitting certainly serves to keep us warm and toasty. Beyond the chopped
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wood, however, a constant in our home during these chilly months is a pile of blankets. I have to admit, though, I really
dont know where they all came from. It's as if we were running a rescue center, what with blankets of every conceivable
size, color, and material heaped on the basement couch.

Yet, there is one thing I do know: those on top of the pile are courtesy of Nuddle (nap plus cuddle equals Nuddle ...
get it?) and, since they've arrived- the 100% polyester Nuddle (55" x 71 ", $68), Nuddle Kids (47" ? 54", $48), and
Nuddle Baby (24" ? 32", $38)- they're the number-one go-to cover-up in the house. No surprise there. "After a long
day, there's nothing like coming home and Nuddling," says actress Mariska Hargitay of "Law and Order: SVU," one of
many actresses who swear by the Nuddle, including Kelly Rutherford ("Gossip Girl"), Debra Messing ("Will &
Grace"), and Angie Harmon ("Baywatch Nights" and "Law and Order").

Comfy-cozy is one thing; practical is quite another. No worries, as the Nuddle covers both. For infants, a five-point
harness keeps them Nuddled up in the stroller while, for adults and kids, there are arm holes, an outer hand pouch, and a
foot pocket - so you can eat, read, or use the remote while you stay warm.

Check out www.nuddleblanklet.com to order or learn more.
A GINGERBREAD HOUSE FOR ALL SEASONS

Among the many joys of parenthood is seeing the proud look on a child's face when he or she presents you with a
handcrafted gift. With a little assistance from teachers and class parents, we can tell how hard the kids work to deliver
the perfect macaroni picture frame or flower-topped ballpoint pen. Since they've started collecting milk and orange juice
cartons, we fully expect that sometime in the next month, our elementary-schoolers will come home with a graham
cracker and candy covered gingerbread house -all precariously held together with vanilla frosting.

Though we truly appreciate the effort, these sticky treats don't last the season and, with their roofs sliding off and
chocolate square windows lying in the coconut snow, they look more like rundown shanties than winter wonderlands.
Knowing we'll have to dispose (discreetly, of course) of the melting mess, we're glad to be able to pull out Creativity for
Kids newest winter holiday kit, the Create with Clay Gingerbread House ($21.99) from Faber-Castell USA, Cleveland,
Ohio.

Using air-dry clay, glitter paint, and an assortment of candy-looking craft accessories, children can decorate the
embossed cardboard house to make it look good enough to eat. The seven-inchtall house can be displayed on a table or
mantel, and the lid flips open so you can store holiday cards or small gifts inside. One of the best parts is that it's not
candy, so it can be stowed away with other decorations to be enjoyed year after year.

Recommended for ages five and up, the kit contains the house, assorted color clay and mosaic pieces, sparkle felt,
multicolored and iridescent glitter, craft glue, and a plastic clay tool. It also includes ideas and instructions for
combining clay to make accents such as candy canes, peppermint swirls, and gumdrops.

For more information on this fun family activity, visit www.creativityforkids.com.
A FORM-FITTING BED THAT HUGS YOU LIKE A DREAM

How'd you sleep last night? There are many things that can keep us tossing and turning all night long, but an
uncomfortable mattress doesn't need to be one of them. With our hectic lives, we often underestimate the restorative
powers of sleep, but after spending a night or two on the optimal mattress, we've come to realize just what we've been
missing. : :

The Natural Form bed, a product of WCW, Inc., Hoosick Falls, N.Y, lets you wake up feeling energized and
refreshed - without back pain or stiffness. It meets all three elements for the optimum sleeping environment: pressure
relief, spine alignment, and temperature control. Using individual air cylinders on each side of the bed, a system of
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intake and release valves helps the mattress conform precisely to your unique weight and shape, and supports the parts
of your body that rest on it. This maximizes weight distribution evenly across the surface to reduce the pressure on your
body.

Pressure control dials are located on both sides of the mattress, so firmness levels can be adjusted independently to
suit the needs of each partner. When you move during the night, the cylinders self-adjust, taking in and releasing the
proper amount of air for your new position. This process happens automatically, without the need for a remote control.
The bed is not electrically operated and there are no noisy pumps or motors to keep you up at night.

This technology provides a deep REM sleep, with blood and oxygen flowing freely throughout the body. (Sleeping
on typical inner spring and foam mattresses that absorb weight creates a deficiency of oxygen.) According to clinical
studies, the richer the oxygen content of the blood, the stronger the immune system, which helps combat disease and
free radical damage. Additionally, getting a good night's sleep can improve intelligence and mental performance, as the
brain works to process the day's events while the body rests.

Originally developed to help prevent bed sores and increase patient comfort in hospitals, the Natural Form bed
currently is utilized at top health care facilities. They were so well-received that demand grew for them to be available
for the home. At present, the beds are being used at all Hilton Garden Inn Hotels worldwide.

The Natural Form Sleep System is available in sizes ranging from twin to California King. The mattress comes
with a 100% all natural Merino and down wool washable cover. For more information, visit www.naturalfoim.com.

UMBRELLAS BUILT FOR A LIFETIME OF RAINY DAYS

In this throwaway society of ours - where so many goods are designed cheaply and meant to be discarded after
minimal use - is spending $99.00 for an umbrella expensive or smart? It depends on the umbrella. If you've chosen a
Davek, then you've made a wise investment. As soon as you pick one up, you sense its durability. The Carbon
WindFibre Frame is reinforced with flexible carbon polymer ligaments to prevent breakage in strong winds. The 190
thread-count microweave fabric is the most tightly woven available - extremely thin and exceptionally strong.
Triple-sewn rib tips prevent fabric detachment. As for the three-action button system, push to open automatically; the
same for closing, ff the umbrella ever inverts, just press again and the ribs will correct themselves to closed position.
Each brella comes with an unconditional lifetime guarantee - no questions asked. Moreover, a loss-protection card is
included with every original purchase, providing 50% off a replacement unit.

There are four styles: Solo, Duet, Traveler, and Golf. The Solo ($99.00) has a coverage arc of 43" and is ideal for
individual use. The Duet ($149.00, 55" arc) is large enough for two. The Traveler ($79.00, 40") has a leather wristlet
and clip to secure to the strap of any bag and is the most colorful in the line, available in fuchsia pink, sunburst yellow,
kiwi, royal blue, classic red, and black. The Golf ($99.00) has lots of trimmings, including a gale-force resistant 62"
dual canopy that is vented and has been windtunnel tested at MIT Aeronautics & Astronautics, fiberglass shaft and ribs,
and a reversible aluminum alloy anchor spike.

What Davek Accessories, Inc., New York, is trying to say is: this is the last umbrella you will ever need. Also, take
a look at www.davekny.com for an impressive lineup of messenger bags.

THAT LONG, LONG DRIVE ONTO THE GREEN

The father-son(s) thing can be a great experience, from trips to the ballpark together to getting in a quick catch
before dinner to rooting the kids on at their hockey games to being the automatic quarterback for our two-hand touch
football games. Another thing the boys really enjoy doing - as does our teenage daughter - is going to the driving range
for the early-bird weekend special. After a round of mini-golf, it's up to the second-story "launching pad" to hit a bucket
or two of balls. (We like to go up top since, even if-'you flub the shot, the ball is still airborne and will at least travel a
fair distance - how's that for massaging your handicap?)



Page 28
WHAT'S NEW? USA Today; Farmingdale November 2010

Besides their few (and far between) good hits, the real fun comes when Dad steps up to the tee and pulls out his
woods. Now, mind you, these are "real" woods in that they, having belonged to my father, are made of actual wood.
When my swing is just right and I really get ahold of one, the ball sizzles high and far into the morning air, much to the
awed delight of my offspring. However, if you thought they were impressed before, you should hear them now that I've
finally stepped into the modern-day world with a pair of new drivers.

Over the last few years, I have replaced those old irons I inherited from dear old dad, but was reluctant to embrace
the new technology that has turned "woods" into titanium, composite materials, graphite, etc. What was I thinking? The
experience of using the new woods is akin to when I traded in my old wooden tennis racquet for one of those
high-strung beauties with the massive sweet spot. My new drivers - the Callaway Diablo Octane 11.5 and TaylorMade's
R9 SuperTri - seemingly have sweet spots as big as all outdoors, and both weigh a fraction of my old clubs.

The Diablo is billed as lighter, faster, stronger. They aren't kidding. Fueled by forged composite - a unique new
material from Callaway that allows for superior distribution of clubhead mass - an extremely high MOI is maintained to
enhance distance and loft.

Now, rf greater accuracy is your goal, you really should check out TaylorMade's R9. Movable weights and an
adjustable graphite shaft can be set for 24 different ball flights - this flight control technology of eight settings gives you
the ability to change the face, lie, and loft angles - while the inverted face cone technology extends the hottest area of
the clubface, which is a mere 0.55 millimeters thick.

Whichever driver you choose, heads are sure to be turning your next time out - especially if you decide to keep
them both.

NEW SHOX FOR SHRED SLED SCOOTERS

It didn't take long for Shredding to become a nationwide craze among today's youth, It seems everywhere you look,
instead of riding a bicycle or conventional skateboard, kids are on the move with their Shred Sleds, those ubiquitous
scooters that are propelled with a wavelike motion that combines the best aspects of skateboarding/surfing/ snowboardi
ng. Now, shred heads have another reason to celebrate with the introduction of the Shox from Sky King Worldwide
Sourcing, Saddle River, N.J., a manufacturer that specializes in extreme sports products for children.

Thanks to the addition of shock absorbers, riders can attain increased speed and air time, allowing for bigger and
better stunts. The spring shock deck not only absorbs impact when landing jumps and stunts, but springs right back to
increase the rider's power. These supreme shocks also make for a smoother ride, as do the large wheels, which can
better handle cracks and bumps on any surface. Moreover, the spring-action deck's rough grip surface provides excellent
foot control and traction, and the lightweight aluminum body folds in half for storage. There is a back wheel brake that
further enhances control and safety, and the comfortable, easy-to-grip black foam handles adjust to various heights,
accommodating children of all sizes.

Most kids are daredevils anyway, so you might as well give them the best equipment available. To learn how to
shred, visit www .shredsled.com.

KID-LOVING FURNITURE FROM NICKELODEON

Making the transition from a crib or toddler bed to a big kid's bed can be a little daunting, but rest assured your
young ones will feel right at home in the kid-friendly Nickelodeon Rooms by Lea Furniture. Adorned with the familiar
faces of Dora the Explorer, Go, Diego, Go!, and SpongeBob SquarePants, the high-end Nick line, created by Lea for
children ages three to seven, features hide-and-sleep beds, stowaway storage, and grow-with-me accents.

' Striving to give kids and parents what they are looking for in youth furniture, the pieces include innovative storage
in under-bed drawers, footboards that double as book racks, and drawers and shelves built into the steps of a loft bed.
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With a height-adjustable desk and play table, your children wont outgrow the items before their time. The line's
interchangeable decorative panels allow youngsters to be surrounded by the characters they love, and help to create a
room that expresses their personality and interests.

The Nick line offers three Hide & Sleep beds that bring exciting spaces for children to play with tots of
organizational options. The Storage Platform bed, available in twin or full, includes two fully finished encbsed
compartments on both sides of the bed to help hide clutter and keep rooms organized. The footboard also boasts a full
extension drawer. The Storytime Captains bed (twin or full) has a super trundle to pull out for sleepovers or just to give
mom and dad a little extra space for that bedtime story. The footboard offers book storage, while the bed has three
drawers. The Adventure Loft comes with a play tent to create an enchanting area beneath the bed, and the four steps
leading up top have drawers built in and bookcase shelves on the side. The tent, with SpongeBob, Dora, or Diego
graphics, has a mesh top to aliow for air circulation and handy pockets on the inside.

To add to the longevity of the line, the furniture comes with two reversible panels, giving the kids their choice of
four designs: Dora and Boots, Diego and Baby Jaguar, or SpongeBob in either classic or contemporary forms. For
example, girls can change from Dora to Simply Bob (his contemporary silhouette floating in a bubble pattern on a fresh,
citrus orange color palette), while boys can go from Diego to Classic Bob and back again. As the child outgrows the
desire to be surrounded by Nickelodeon characters, the panels can be removed, leaving clean, all-white furniture for use
in dorms, first apartments, or as a second/guest bedroom.

Coordinating chests and pieces will help resolve any remaining storage issues. The 27" high nkjhtstand, which
contains one drawer and an open compartment on the bottom, has glow-in-the-dark features on the panels. A 52" high
five-drawer chest and 32" high sevendrawer dresser with vertical mirror will take care of your clothing.

The Grow with Me Play Table features colorful 3-D images of all three Nick characters and adjusts from 16" to 22"
in height. It has a pullout compartment at each end that can hold blocks, crayons, etc. Matching orange-topped
microfiber stools, measuring 14" O 12" O 12", also are available. The Grow with Me Desk can adjust in height from 20"
to 30" and has a large drawer and row of adjustable cubbies to help organize items like pencils and crayons. The
roll-about castered desk chair is adjustable and comes in white or orange.

A creative and colorful variety of seating options is available, including the innovative Flippin' Out nesting chaise
which can stack to become a cube or be deconstructed into two chaise lounges and an ottoman. There's also a loveseat,
rocking chair, and rolling chair- all sized just right for this age group, with whimsical patterns that let the children know
they're in their own space.

Each line in the Nickelodeon Rooms collection is designed with versatility and functionality in mind, and to keep
pace with kids as they grow-transforming a room into a place where they can express themselves, be surrounded by
friends, and enjoy the treasures they love. Visit www.nicketocleonrooms.com for additional information about Nick and
other lines in the Nickelodeon Rooms collection.

LONE CONE TOFFEE TAKES THE CAKE

If-heaven forbid-you had to be granted a last meal, what would ft be? We advise you not to answer until you have
tasted toffee crusted chicken breast with a toffee pumpkin roll smothered in caramel sauce, and, for dessert, the multiple
offerings of toffee fudge brownies, toffee oatmeal cherry cookies, cheesecake with toffee filling, and toffee pecan
pumpkin pie - all made with Lone Cone Toffee, Charlotte, N.C. Talk about a treat to die for.

Among those who have enjoyed the Lone Cone experience are the 2010 Academy Award nominees. All of them
may not have come home with an Oscar, but everyone at least received a swag bag bursting with three flavors -
Original, Coffee, and Peanut Toffee - of Lone Cone. (Actually, they did miss out a bit since a new flavor, Peppermint,
has just been added to the lineup.) ' i
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‘When Nancy Boru, whose kitchen was the birthplace of this irrestistible product, proudly proclaims that anyone
who tries her creation has the same reaction - "This is the best toffee I have ever had!" - she apparently is telling the
truth. No wonder her product motto is: Where do you hide yours? Available in two-ounce packs, quarter-pound boxes
for weddings, halfpound cello bags, one-pound boxes, a threepound assorted tower, and 25 pounds of bulk toffee
tailings.

Go to www.loneconetoffee.com for more information.
CANDYMAKER DOESN'T EVEN BEGIN TO DESCRIBE

We got hooked on the scrumptious fare of Southern Candymakers, New Orleans, as most people do, by the 1
8-year-old confectioners' award-winning pralines - handmade in small batches with absolutely no preservatives added.
Then we moved on to the Yucatan truffles (featuring a lace of cinnamon and Louisiana cayenne suspended in chocolate
ganache and dipped in Burgundy semi-sweet chocolate). Creole glazed pecans were up next before we just had to have
more pralines, this time the sweet potato variety. Still wanting more, we hit a box of Tortues (French for turtle), which
is small-batch caramel that is made from scratch each morning in the Crescent City.

So, just how do these people do it? Well, head candymaker Jill Demeny swirls artisan honey from Algiers, La.,
with culinary-grade lavender to flavor decadent truffles enrobed in milk or dark chocolate. She spends all day steeping a
deep brew of Café du Monde coffee with chicory as a base for NOLA Mochaccino Fudge, which features a
mind-blowing base of CDM coffee-laced mocha fudge topped with airy marshmallow foam and a dusting of Saigon
cinnamon - while a berry-picking expedition by Demeny resulted in rush-on-over worthy clusters of Louisiana
blueberries, strawberries, and blackberries soaked in silken chocolate. There simply is no way to eat just one - and why
would you want to?

Meanwhile, a shipment of bananas from South America got candymaker Sue Mankin thinking about her childhood
and craving a favorite summertime treat. To honor her mother's banana pudding, Mankin created Southern-style Banana
Puddin' Fudge featuring a thick ribbon of fresh banana puree suspended in vanilla fudge with crushed vanilla wafers and
topped with marshmallow foam. The final product is crunchy, creamy, and, of course, utterly delicious.

When Mankin made the acquaintance of a California pistachio farmer, Demeny was inspired to create a fresh
Lemon-Pistachio Ganache and transform it into rich truffle spheres bathed in bittersweet chocolate. Not to be outdone,
Mankin came up with a creation of Key Lime Pie Fudgevanilla fudge tinged with fresh lime juice, swirled with a ribbon
of graham cracker crumbs, and topped with creamy, marshmallow-meringue. Who could resist?

For more mouth-watering details on these confectioners extraordinaire, visit www.southemcandymakers.com.
WE'RE GOING NUTSWANT TO COME ALONG?

Hazelnuts, walnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pine nuts, almonds, cashews, and, of course, peanuts, among others,
are favorites around here. Nuts are one of mankind's oldest foods (loved by prehistoric hunters and gatherers) and an
excellent source of protein, Nutritionists and chefs constantly refer to them as a healthful way to snack or add flavor and
texture to dishes. Nuts also are full of vitamin E and omega 3 fatty acids.

Best of all, though, they're quite delicious and a top choice around the holidays, which is why we go to Fisher Nuts
each year to see what wonderful new concoctions they've come up with. As always, we're surprised and pleased by the
season's novel offerings. For the perfect snack indulgence, there is Mocha and French Vanilla Almond Mix (roasted
almonds coated in rich, mocha-flavored dark chocolate and smooth, vanilla-flavored white chocolate); Dark Chocolate
and Chocolate Coated Peanuts (decadent dark chocolate-covered and creamy chocolate-covered crunchy baked peanuts,
finished in luminescent blue and silver coloring); and Dark Chocolate Almond Peppermmt Mix (delectable dark
chocolate-covered almonds with a hint of peppermint flavor).
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Now, if we can just stay away from them until the guests arrive. Visit www.fishernuts.com for more on how much
fun it is to go nuts.

GOURMET DESSERTS FRESH OUT OF THE MAILBOX

Maybe we shouldn't admit this, but looking inside our mailbox and finding a cake delivered right to our front door
is way up there on the excitement scale. We were intrigued by the idea of the Postcake, transported in a gift box through
regular mail delivery by the USPS. It did not disappoint.

The winner of a contest held by the Swedish Postal Service to create a cake that tasted good, retained freshness, and
was easy to send by mail, the Postcake Original is a delicious honeyglazed hazelnut cake with a layer of creamy
honey-glazed filling. It istopped with slivered almonds and held in a chocolate truffle crust that is mixed with a splash
of rum.

The Almond Citrus with Raspberry Swirl cake features rich lemon zest with a layer of mandarin oranges and
raspberry jam topped off with powdered sugar. Almond and marzipan paste are added for extra flavor. Postcake 's
version of the famous chocolate cake from Vienna, the Sacher, is a chocolate lover's delight, filled by hand with a layer
of tasty apricot jam, almond paste, and truffle icing flavored with Carlshamns Flaggpunsch, a traditional Swedish
liqueur originating in the 19th century.

The one-pound cakes ($24.50 each plus postage), measure 7" in diameter and serve six large slices or eight modest
ones. Fresh baked in a U.S. bakery and delivered by Priority Mail, they will keep for 14-21 days at room temperature
and can be frozen. For more information, visit www.postcake.com.

DON'T FORGET FIDO ON CHRISTMAS MORNING

When the holidays roll around, don't forget about your four-legged friends. They're always happy to see you - no
matter what kind of day you're having - so, why not indulge them with a special toy, treat, or other great gift from
PetSmart, the largest specialty retailer of services and solutions for the lifetime needs of our pets?

The Luv-A-Pet Chance and Lucky holiday collection includes stuffed animals, ornaments, and boxed cards. The
super-soft plush Chance the Dog and Lucky the Cat both have loud squeakers in their paws and are adorned with a
festive 2010 holiday scarf.

Don't miss the picture perfect opportunity to deck out your pup in the jolly apparel of the season. From the timeless
Mr. Claus outfit to the adorable tees featuring Santa, snowmen, etc., your canine companion will be flawlessly suited to
celebrate.

What's more, 1 0% of the purchase price of all Luv-A-Pet holiday items goes to PetSmart Charities to help save
homeless pets in the U.S. and Canada. Visit www.petsmart.com for more information.

Christmas Spirits from Around the World

From the beautiful Hawaiian island of Kaua'i comes Koloa Rum. Micro-distilled in small batches using local
sugarcane and mountain rainwater, this authentic Hawaijian njm is the fust to be manufactured legally on Kaua'i, where
the state's premier sugar plantation was established in 1835. The tall cane continues to thrive in fhe rich volcanic sou,
nurtured by the pure waters of Mt Waialeale. Viators to the Garden Island can watch rum being distilled in the
demonstration copper pot still and also sample the beverage- which comes in gold, dark, and white - at the Tasting
Room and Company Store located within the footprint of the historic Kilohana Plantation. For more information, visit
www koloarum.com.

While most gins are made from grain, G'Vine is crafted from grape spirits and the rare vine flower- -a small white
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blossom that blooms for just three days a year in June. The flowers- known for their ability to be distilled perfectiy- are
macerated in a neutral grape spirit made from ugni-blanc grapes grown in Francefe Cognac region. Nine whole fruit
botanicals are added, including juniper berries, green cardamom, coriander, and lime.The result is round and smooth,
with two varieties: G'Vine Floraison, which emphasizes vine flower notes on the forefront and makes a great red martini
when nixed with sour mix, line juice, and chambord.andG'vine Nouaison, which is more typical of a London Dry. For
more i(!formation on this artisan French gin, visit www.gvine.com.

After crafting GVine, Euro Wine Gate ctetermined that the distillate would make a superb liqueur on its own, so
L'Esprit De June became the first vine flower liqueur- made using the ephemeral vine flowers from ugni-blanc, rneriot,
cabernet sauvignon, and other varietal grapes. Handpicked in June in the heart of the Cognac region of France, the vine
flowers, which last only a few days, are mixed with a grape spirit base. Using meticulous French spirrt-niaking
techniques, the result is a uniquely gourmand liqueur with a well-balanced flavor profile, at once vegetal, floral, and
fruity. For more information, visit www_juneliqueur.com.

Inspired by the Jack, Ace, Queen, and King in a deck of cards, JAQK Cellars serves up a winning hand with its
wines from the Napa Valley. The California Collection includes four bottles in playful packaging with mischievous
names: (Claimed, a 2008 Sauvignon Blanc; 22 Black, a 2007 Cabernet Sauvignon; Her Majesty, a 2008 Chardonnay;
and Bone Dance, a 2007 Merlot The Napa Valley/Sonoma Coast Collection consists of High Roller, a 2007 (Cabernet
Sauvignon; Black Clover, a 2007 Merlot; Soldiers of Fortune, a 2007 Syrah; and Pear]l Handle, a 2008 Chardonnay. For
more information on these wines and the boxed holiday gift sets available, visit www.jagkcellars.com.

Integrating Polish tradition and authenticity with artisan production methods results in ZU Vodka, a uniquely
herbaceous bison 9rass~"avOreci spirit. Based on a formula dating back to the 14th century, the grass is harvested by
hand in early summer from Bialoweiza, the last primeval forest in Europe and home of the largest herd of bison. Crafted
with a long blade of bison grass in each bottle, ZU is smooth with an unparalleled aroma and freshness. It has notes of
citrus, cut grass, vanilla, and coconut. For more information, visit www.zubrowka.com.

Produced in Amatitan in Jalisco, Mexico, since 1870, Herradura remains the only 100% hacienda-made tequila in
the world. Starring with blue Weber agave, which has been propagated from the original plants that were growing there
in 1 870, the stalks are harvested after seven to 1 0 years, the juice distilled using the slow, traditional process, and then
aged in oak barrels for 45 days to reach its light straw color. With an herbal and slightly woody aroma, Herradura Silver
has a smooth, clean, and warming finish. Its tangy citrus character makes the perfect margarita or a Herradura Sunset
(mix with pineapple and cranberry juices and a splash of lemonlime soda). For more information and recipes, visit
www.herradura.com.

A superior blend of more than 30 handcrafted, specially aged whiskies, Hibiki 12 \ear Old, bottled by Suntory in
Osaka, Japan, has a soft and mellow sweetness best enjoyed straight. Aged in white oak casks, carefully selected malt
whiskies are blended with a variety of Japanese grain whiskies. Next, the blend is matured in plum liqueur-seasoned
Umeshu casks, which creates a unique bouquet of fruity aromas and a velvety texture. Finally, it is topped off with a
vintage mart aged more than 30 years. The finish is long, clean, sweet, and spicy. The packaging honors its heritage,
with a 24-faceted bottle representing the ancient Japanese calendar in which a year was divided into 24 parts, and a
textured label achieved through traditional papermaking techniques. For more information, visit www.skyyspints.com,

OUTFITTING A KITCHEN WITH PLENTY OF HEART

In most homes, the kitchen is the heart of the action. It's the place where friends and family gather, whether to share
a cup of tea or help prepare the Thanksgiving feast. People naturally congregate in that room, and creating a warm and
inviting space, both stylish and functional, can be a decorator's challenge. An easy place to start, however, is with a
Moen faucet.

Dedicated to delivering beautiful products that last a lifetime, Moen offers collections designed to add personality
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while fitting your budget and lifestyle. The Lindley CA87012SRS ($550) combines an elegant Spot Resist Stainless
finish with EcoPerformance, to be mindful of the environment.

With a crisp attention to detail, the Undley showcases a high-arc spout (16") to provide ample clearance and a
one-handle lever for ease of use. The Spot Resist technology facilitates cleanup by reducing fingerprints and water
spots. The threefunction pull-down wand has an aerated flow that is optimized to use up to 32% less water without
sacrificing performance, with the full flow option available at the touch of a push button.

The Lindley, which has a conventional deck mount design, uses the Hydrolock quick connect system for easy
installation, and will adapt to one, three, or four hole sinks. The unit includes a matching soap/lotion dispenser.

Formare information on this attractive, highperformance, water-efficient kitchen faucet, visit www.moen.com.
DROP THAT RAZOR: LET THE REVOLUTION BEGIN

A close shave (the good kind, not almost having something bad happen); smooth skin; and no irritation - sold!
Where do we sign up? The new Philips Norelco SensoTouch 3D is fueling a revolution in design and technology
courtesy of its GyroFlex three-dimensional component, UltraTrack shaving heads, and SkinGlide system with Aquatec
seal.

GyroFlex allows the shaver to follow the contours of any face perfectly. Minimum pressure is needed, so the shave
is close without irritation. The UltraTrack head pivots around, tilts inward, and flexes outward to adjust seamlessly to
every curve of the face and neck - and the three specialized tracks have slots (for normal hairs), channeis (for longer
hairs that can lie flat against the skin), and holes (for short stubble). Finally, the SkinGlide system combines a smooth
flat surface with rounded edges for a bump-free ride over the face; Aquatec sealing enables the use of shaving gel for
even more protection.

In addition, this Norelco features superior surface coverage with RQ12 heads; a skin-friendly precision trimmer for
mustaches and sideburns; a slim, easy-grip ergonomie handle for close control; multiple LED indicators for battery
low/charging, cleaning, replacement head, and travel lock; and lithium ion battery.

For more information on this Energy Star qualified shaver, visit www.usa.philips.com.
ACCESSORIES WITH PIZAZZ FOR YOUR COMPUTER

Since we all seem to live on our computers these days, being sure that our data is secure and easily accessible is
vital - dont wait and learn the hard way! Safeguard your valuable files using a Skin Portable Hard Drive from Iomega
Corp., San Diego, Calrf. With 500 GB of storage capacity, the device can hold up to 2,000,000 photos, 9,250 hours of
music, or 750 hours of video. The eye-catching drives come in unique designs to match your personality - no need to
use drab gray boxes for back up - and the models are lightweight, compact, and rugged enough to withstand drops from
51". Additionally, the USB-powered Skin comes bundled with Iomega's Protection Suite - a 12-month subscription to
Trend Micro Internet Security; Roxio Retrospect Express Backup software; Iomega QuikProtect; and MozyHome
Online Backup service, which is available by download.

Skin Hard Drives ($1 19.99) come in three styles: Radical, with a retro Skin logo on a black top and vibrant yellow
base; Red Hot, with graffiti printing and black base; and Knock Out, with the logo printed on a sleek silver top and
black base. For more information, visit www.iomega.com.

Another invaluable storage device is a USB Flash memory drive, and those from Mimoco, bring "a new hope" to
USB ports everywhere with their Star Wars Series 6 line. Featuring new characters including Yoda, Luke Hoth,
Wampa, Lobot, and Snowtrooper, these designer flash drives come in 2GB, 4GB, 8GB, and 1 6GB sizes, and are
perfect for storing data, pictures, music, and more. The Stormtrooper Unmasked Mimobot gives you a 50/50 chance of
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removing the helmet to reveal either Luke or Han; with Darth Vader Unmasked, when you remove the helmet to reveal
his face below, one in six will be the Return of the Jedi-era pale, scarred countenance. As an added bonus, the
Mimobots ($24.95 and up, depending on storage capacity) come preloaded with images, avatars, and wallpapers. For
more information, find the mothership at www.mimoco.com.

To race around your desktop in a superbly crafted, luxury sports car, try the Motormouse ($49.95), a wireless
dig'rtal computer mouse from David Bailey Developments Ltd. Loaded with chrome alloy wheels, real rubber tires, and
headlights that flash when the batteries need changing, the Motormouse displays exquisite detail. The small 2.4 GHz
USB receiver is 1 9 mm, so you can just plug it in once and forget ft. With ite ergonomie contoured shape, the mouse
fits comfortably in your hand, and sports an ultrawide rubber spare tire for a scroll wheel. The 1 200 DPI optical sensor
provides precise and stable movement, making usage faster and more accurate. It automatically hibernates when not in
use and can be reawakened with a click. Offering an ultra-portable design-the USB receiver slips into the trunk for
storage - and a carrying pouch with inner pocket for spare batteries, the Motormouse comes in three colors: metallic red,
silver, and black. For more information, visit www.motormouse.us.com.

WIELDING THE POWER OF THE NOTEBOOK

In a notebook computer, power and portability are key, and the S6000 from MSI Computer Corp., City of Industry,
Calif., brings those features into a thin and lightweight design for people who need reliable multimedia, entertainment,
and business capabilities. Weighing just five pounds, the sleek notebook combines a built-in optical drive with superb
performance and long battery life in a portable 15.6° form factor.

With its Eco Engine power saving technology and Intel's Core i5 processors and turbo boost, the S6000 offers 30%
improved performance. It has a 500 GB hard drive, 4 GB DDR3 memory, wireless LAN, integrated webcam, and
chiclet keyboard. With the textured multi-touch touchpad, users are able to rotate objects, scroll, and zoom in and out by
using specific finger motions. Alternatively, there is a button to disable the touchpad to prevent mistakes that
accidentally can occur from brushing against it while typing. Additionally, the S6000 employs MSI's EasyFace software
to recognize the owner's unique facial features (eyes, check bones, jaw line, and nose) and help keep sensitive data safe
while on the go.

Advanced audio brings out subtle nuances and rich sounds for music, movies, and games, while MSI's Color Film
Print technology creates an outer coating that changes colors with shifts in lighting and protects the surface from
scratching and day-to-day wear. The use of power-saving LED backlight technology for the display provides fuller
color and more brightness, while enhancing overall picture quality and extending the life of the four cell battery.

As a bonus, MSI supplies a full 3-D photo browser, Easy Viewer, which can be operated with the mouse for
browsing and editing photos. For more information on the $6000, visit www.msimobile.com.

HAVE A UTERARY LOVE AFFAIR WITH LIBRE

Some of the most sought-after items on wish lists this season are e-books. Growing in popularity because of their
convenience and ease of use, readers are never left without material as these compact devices can be tucked in a bag or
briefcase so they're always at the ready.

The affordably-priced Ubre Pro ($99.00) is an entry-level eBook Reader from Aluratek, Tustin, Calif,, that lets you
digitally store and carry around thousands of your favorite books. Utilizing e-paper LCD display technology, the Ubre
is soft on the eyes, as ft makes it difficult to determine the difference between actual paper and the e-paper screen. The
crisp black and white 5" screen is not backlit and you will not see the typical flicker when turning pages.

The Ubre supports up to 32 GB of storage and comes with a 2 GB SD card pre-loaded with 100 classic books
including HuckFmn, Pride and Prejudice, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, Wuthering Heights, and War and Peace,
to name a few. While recent books can be purchased over the Internet, there are more than 1,000,000 free titles



Page 35
WHAT'S NEW? USA Today; Farmingdale November 2010

available from websites like googlebooks.com and gutenberg.org.

The Ubre features bookmark and auto page tum functions, adjustable font sizes, and screen rotation support for the
ability to read in portrait and landscape mode. It has a built-in MP3 player for background music when you read and its
internal lithium-ion battery provides for up to 24 hours of continuous reading or two weeks standby time. The package
includes a USB cable, power charger, hand strap, earphones, and carrying pouch. For more information, visit
www.aluratek.com.

Hasbro Offers a Variety of Hands-On Famliij Fun
Looking for a little variety on family game night? Turn to Hasbro for new versions of some old classics:

Guess Who? Mix N Mash ($19.99) is a totally different way to play our favorite guessing game. Players create
their own funny faces by selecting the mouth, eyes, and head without looking at the pieces, and then ask yes or no
questions - "Am I wearing a hat?"- and marking the answers on the checklist pad. When you think you know who you
are, ask: "Am I a sneaky, spooky clown?" With more than 3,000 combinations, you may not be the same character
twice. Recommended for two to four players, ages eight and up.

The new line of U-Build games allows players to control the action by moving brick-based pieces to different
locations around the board. Kids will have hours of fun constructing, knocking down, and rebuilding these
ever-changing games. With U-Build Sorry! ($14.99), the assembly is only half the fun as you build your game and ine
claw, and then race through the maze to reach the center to tag your pawns. By busting down walls and using the claw
to set opponents back, you may be able to get all of your pawns home to win. For two to four players, ages six and up.
In U-Build Battleship ($1 9.99), destruction Is the name of the game, as players build and customize their fleet,
including Battleships, Aircraft Carriers, Destroyers, Submarines, and PT Boats, and stack weapons on them to increase
the power of their hits. By working to blow their opponent's ships "out of the water" by firing shots across the battle
zone, while keeping their own flotilla hidden and safe, the winner is the one who sinks all of the "enemy's" ships. For
two players, ages seven and up. .

Almost as if vying for a spot on television's "Minute to Win It1" Cuponk ($14.99) is a game where you make up
trick shots to sink your ball into the cup and light ft up. Bounce ft off tables, walls, stairs, you name it- your entire home
can become a legitimate playing field. Intended for players nine and up, the game includes a Cuponk cup, two balls, 30
trick cards, and a ramp accessory.

Sorry! Spin ($24.99) adds a new twist to the game of sweet revenge. Just like in the classic game, the goal is to get
your pawns back to their home, but this version includes five rotating discs instead of the regular board, and if you draw
a Spin Card, the playing board turns and you could end up getting closer to your goal - or whizzing right past ft. Adult
assembly required. For two to four players, ages six and up.

With Twister Hoopla ($19.99), instead of the game mat, there are 16 colorful rings- - and five different ways to
play. In game 1, players use their bodies to hold the rings in place and the last team standing wins. Game 2 is a ring
toss using hands and feet to catch. Game 3 is a race to make it to the finish line with colored rings in hand. Game 4 is a
fun version of the traditional game, where players scatter the rings and then call out the moves. Game 5 gets you all
tangled up with other players as you reach for rings, hang on to your "T" and try to stay on your feet. The package
includes two spinners, 16 rings, and four 'T's. Adult assembly required. For two to four players, ages six and up.

Nab-1t ($19.99) is the family game of stolen words. This word-building game challenges players to link colored
tiles to create words crossword-style and then steal words from opponents by stacking tiles on top of theirs. Since the
tiles link together, it's easy to turn the game so it faces any player. When all the tiles have been used, count up the words
showing - if you've got the most, you win. The set includes 1 00 two-sided letter tiles, four gray bank tiles, and four
letter bags. For two to four players, ages eight and up.
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For more information on any of these familyfriendry games, visit www.hasbro.com.
TIME IS ALWAYS OF THE ESSENCE

Day and night are separated as the elemental parameters of the perception of time. The course of the sun determines
our regeneration phases and influences the biological processes of all life forms on our planet. In extreme conditions -
under water, in space, in the labyrinth of a cave system, or in a polar night - the holistic information on time can save
lives. Being able to read this information easily and instantly at a glance is part of the philosophy and design concept of
AirNautic's Ocean7 watches.

These timepieces are tough and functional, yet quite attractive, using styling cues such as plongeur (French for
diver) hands made famous by historic, collectible dive watches of the past. Ocean7 dials are simple and pleasing to look
at, uncluttered by specifications that conveniently are relegated to the back of the watch. The guiding philosophy is
simple: it is necessary to be different to be better.

Now, after two years in development, the LM-4 ceramic waich is available, as is the LM-7 PloProf , a modern
re-creation of the legendary dive watch on both brushed steel and black PVD coated steel finishes)- and let's not forget
about another brand-new entry, the LM-1 (the first watch ever to offer a cold carbon steel case along with a selection of
easily changeable bezels).

As impressive as this lineup is, we went with the AirNautic AN-24 Pilot- there's also an AN-12 Pilot as well as an
AN-1 2 and AN-24 Submarine - with its signature dial that is blue on top to show daylight hours and black on the
bottom for nighttime. The highcontrast orange luminous hands and markers make it easy to read the time. It's available
in two different case styles: open lug and the hooded "Euro." Check out www.ocean7watchco.com to team more about
AirNautic and Ocean7.

Speaking of performance timepieces, the folks at Timex are at it again with their Expedition E-Altimer, the latest
addition to the E-instrumente anthology that is derived from the virtually indestructible 1960s infantry watches. The
collection's altimeter function, with an operating range of -400 to 25,000 feet, displays altitude data in both feet and
meters, and can recall high and low altitudes within a specific time period.

True to the watch's signature design, the altitude is indicated by a dedcated fourth hand, which points to
measurements adorning the timepiece's rugged 50mm stainless steel case. Multiple sensors- in this instance, an
advanced barometric pressure sensor - -power four to six hand movements that provide precise outdoor intelligence
within the traditional analog design. Moreover, these timepieces are easy to use and calibrate, Each is water resistant to
100 meters and boasts a n'ghtlight to enhance visibility in low-light situations. Visit www.timex.com to see the four
style options and learn more about the reliable product lineup at Timex.

LIP PROTECTION NEVER TASTED SO GOOD

When the weather gets cold, our lips can take a beating, and whether we intend to stand under the mistletoe or just
want to look and feel our best, we know that the surest defense is a conditioning lip balm. From the first tube of
strawberry Up Smackers pulled out of our Christmas stocking more than three decades ago to this season's
Coca-Cola-flavored offerings, we've relied on these products from the Bonne Bell Company, Lakewood, Ohio, to keep
our lips soft and shiny. Their effective moisturizers and emollients ward off dry, chapped, and cracked lips and, as a
bonus, they taste and smell great.

The Up Smacker Coca-Cola Kisses Up Gloss Collection ($8.99) comes in a collectible tin, with the iconic soda
bottle on its cover, and contains six great-tasting flavors; four CocaCola varieties (original, vanilla, cherry, and black
cherry vanilla), as well as Sprite, and Barq's Root Beer. The Celebration Up Gloss Collection ($4.99) is held in a festive
red ornament and features Coca-Cola, vanilla, and cherry coke, while the Refreshing Up Collection ($3.99) includes
both a lip balm and a liquid Up Smacker with a brush applicator.
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Another treat perfect for stocking stuffers, girlfriend gifts, and party grab bags is the Up Smacker Berry Ice Up and
Face Collection ($5.99), which consists of two delicious lip glosses (raspberry spritz sparkler and party berry) and a
shimmering violet cheek gel. For those on the go, the Merry Sparkly and Winter Dreams Trio Cane Collections ($4.99
each) come with three limited-edition flavors and a collectable key ring topper that fits over the cap of the tubes.

Girls can celebrate in style with the Hopeful Holidays P & Eye Collection ($9.99) from Bonne Bell, which is
filled with a variety of cosmetics to bring out a young lady's unique look. The kit contains UpLushous high shine lip
gloss and plumper in berry pout; Up Utes moisturizing glossy tint in berry smoothie; Eye Style Shadow Box with four
pink neutrals; and Eye Style Precise liner in basic black.

Visit www.bonnebell.com for more information on these tasty assortments.
TURNING PLAYTIME INTO LEARNING TIME

We often hear that young children are "sponges," ready and eager to soak up information. One of the most common
ways that preschoolers learn is through play. By making activities enjoyable and rewarding, kids can pick up all sorts of
concepts along the way.

WHh Hot Dots Jr. ($12.99) from Educational Insights, Gardena, Calif., youngsters use an interactive pen to acquire
such important early learning skills as recognizing letters, shapes, colors, beginning phonics, and patterns and
sequencing. By pressing the tip of Ace The Talking, Teaching Dog to the dot representing the correct answer on
learning cards, children are treated to a glowing green light, cool phrase, and a variety of motivating sounds, shakes, and
giggles. Alternatively, they are prodded gently to try again if they make an incorrect selection. The companion card sets
($14.99), which can be used alone as traditional flash cards for added practice, are sold separately. The Numbers &
Counting box includes 72 colorful, self-checking questions on 36 double-sided cards. As an example, with the
instructions to "find the matching number," a card may show one bear, and three numbers to choose from: the child
should touch Ace to the black dot corresponding to the numeral "1 ."

Laundry Jumble ($29.99) allows participants to use their sense of touch to find a specific piece of doll-sized
clothing in a mini fabric clothes dryer. After drawing a game card, kids must feel around inside the dryer to find the
matching item, while trying not to grab the skunk's undies. If they're pulled out, the player loses a card. This engaging
3-D game encourages tactile exploration, fine motor skills, counting, and vocabulary.

The Design & Drill Take-Along Toolkit ($29.99) teaches patterning and design to little carpenters while helping to
develop fine motor skills. Using a battery-powered screwdriver and colorful bolts, kids can try to match one of the 12
included patterns or devise a creation of their own. Complete with three drill bits, actions, and sounds, the driver can
shift from forward to reverse, allowing youngsters to remove the bolts from the design board as well - and since the
board folds into a carrying case, the Toolkit becomes a portable art project.

Another game designed to get the creative juices flowing is Stix & Stones ($24.99). This caveman-style
picture-making challenge includes a pile of sticks and stones for folks to craft specified images. Breaking into teams,
challengers bid on the least number of sticks and stones it will take to make the picture (e.g., "car" or "flower"). An
arrow is included to point to specific parts, such as a "wink." Intended for ages seven and up, this family-friendly game
allows for limitless imagination as competitors are free to invent their own rules to customize the game to the abilities
of the players.

For more information on these games or to view the vast catalog of toys and classroom aids, visit
www.educationalinsights.com.

IS THERE A BETTER FRIEND THAN SPONGEBOB?

"Who lives in a pineapple under the sea?" probably not a soul around who couldn't answer that lyrical question. A
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bevy of products combining some classic pastimes with our favorite sea creatures attest to their enduring appeal.

Fans can own a piece of Bikini Bottom in Hasbro's SpongeBob SquarePants Monopoly ($1 9.99). Whether playing
by the classic rules or Plankton's optional instructions for a faster game, there are 22 ocean properties to be had -
including Patrick's Rock, Plankton's Lab, and the Flying Dutchmans Ship - along with cool pineapple homes to add and
Krusty Krab franchises to expand. Treasure Chest cards may cost players something, while Life Preserver cards will
help out. The game, which is available exclusively at Walmart, includes unique collectible tokens for SpongeBob,
Patrick, Sandy, Mr. Krabs, Gary, and Squidward.

The SpongeBob SquarePants Rockin' Air Hockey Table ($49.99) by SportCraft features a 40" turbo hockey table
with an air-powered surface for exciting nonstop play. The sturdy legs and frame design allow for quick and easy set up,
and it is perfectly sized for a kid's bedroom. Buift-in leg levelers permit speedy adjustments and the goal-mounted slide
scorers at each end help players keep track of the action. The SpongeBob SquarePants Rockin' Hockey table includes
two pushers and two pucks to provide endless fun for the entire family.

In Cardinal Industries' SpongeBob SquarePants Clam Catching Game ($9.99), players aim to catch clams as they
open and close on a revolving game board. Casting their lines in as the board spins, contestants try to grab the most
molluskstowin. The game includes 21 clams and four clam catching poles.

Who could resist cuddling up in a SpongeBob SquarePants Snuggie($19)by Alistar Products Group? This sion of
the incredibly popular blanket with sleeve holes, comes sized just right for kids- measuring 54" x 42"- and features a
vibrant SpongeBob in a super soft, machine-washable fleece. Designed to stay in place and keep wearers warm from
head to toe, the Snuggie allows complete freedom of movement. It's perfect for a variety of activities, including doing
homework, watching television, and playing video games. The blanket also can be used outdoors at a sporting event or
in the car. The Snuggie is available in a Dora the Explorer style, too, and both come with a set of slipper socks with
nonskid soles as a bonus. : '

The SpongeBob SquarePants Chia Head ($19) by Joseph Enterprises cmies with a handmade pottery planter so
gardeners can watch a Chia SpongeBob sprout. With enough seeds for three plantings, growers simply spread the seeds,
water, and wait- full growth takes just one to two weeks. The package contains a convenient plastic drip tray and
planting and care instructions.

'DORA' BOOKS LOADED WITH HOLDIDAY FARE

Just in time for the 1 Oth anniversary of top-rated "Dora the Explorer," comes Dora and Diego Lets Cook ($16.95),
from Nickelodeon, published by Wiley. Guided by Dora and Diego, kids can experiment with 50 colorful and exciting
recipes like Pirate Adventure Pizza Coins and Incan Quinoa Pudding, all while learning Spanish words and phrases just
like in the animated shows.

With the intention to help youngsters understand how to create balance in their lives and make the right choices, the
book includes main dish recipes such as Diego's Meatball Mountain Range using lean ground beef and brown rice, and
suggests serving over whole-wheat spaghetti and broccoli florets. Chicken Fingers are coated with a light sour cream
and egg mixture and crushed tortilla chips, and then baked, pairing with an easy-to-make mangopineapple salsa For
breakfast, Birds' Nests are made with shredded hash browns, eggs, and low-fat Cheddar. Dessert choices include Baby
Sea Turtle Cupcakes, which use whole-wheat flour and low-fat plain yogurt, and the kids couldnt wait to decorate them
to look like turtles with using aqua-tinted vanilla frosting and candy-coated chocolates and gumdrops.

To make the recipes easier for young children, seme of tine instructions use convenience foods for shortcuts, such
as refrigerator biscuits and readymade pie crusts. The cookbook also gives tips on kitchen safety and warnings about
foods at high risk for choking and allergies.

Other activity books featuring Dora the Explorer include Christmas Magic ($3.99), where the young friends are
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planning a holiday fiesta until Swiper the fox tries to take the star from the top of the tree. Based on the DVD "Dora's
Christmas Carol Adventure,” Dora, with the help of a little holiday magic, saves the celebration and teaches Swiper
about true Christmas spirit. This Random House book features two full-color fold-out play scenes, reusable stickers,
wrtte-on/wipe-off activities, and 1 6 pages to color. Similarly, in Doras Christmas Caro/ ($6.99) from Simon and
Schuster, when Swiper ends up on Santa's naughty list for trying to swipe the star from the top of the tree on Christmas
Eve, Dora wants to help, so she takes the fox on a time-travel adventure to Christmas past and to Christmas future to
discover the meaning of Christmas. The oversized Dora the Explorer Christmas Fiesta ($9.99) from Golden Books
contains more than 1 00 holiday-themed stickers (candy canes, snowflakes, and, of course, Dora, Boots, and friends, to
name a few) to use in this super-large coloiing book.

Easy Rider without the Training Wheels

Leave it to the Brits to destroy an American tradition- and make perfect sense while doing so. When Englishman
Andy Loveland's son turned three, his father wanted to teach him to ride a bike, but without training wheels. So,
combining British innovation with American West Coast style, he came up with the Early Rider, a no-pedal, no-training
wheels chopper-style bicycle made of birchwood that exceeds all U.S. and European toy safety standards.

Loveland maintains that his ambition is to get every child mobile - without the use of stabilizers (read, training
wheels). The Early Rider series consists of Ute (20 months), Classic (two years), and Evolution (3.5 years) models. All
of them have pneumatic tires with aluminum rims and a notched fork at the end for quick assembly. The birch frame
comes in natural or pink with branded flame and logo detail.

The steering system, too, is unique. On the restricted setting, novice riders get the confidence to go a little faster
with better balance. The unrestricted setting, meanwhile, gives more experienced riders the chance to use the handlebars
- rather than their feet- to correct balance loss.

To learn more about this forward-looking bicycle company based in Henley, England, visit www.earlyrider.com.
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A trainload of activities will chug along at full-speed this weekend on the grounds of the Eastern States Exposition
in West Springfield.

The 2011 edition of the Big Railroad Hobby Show promises a full schedule of events for rail fans of all ages.

"We've grown once again and have added another 20,000 square feet to this year's show, completely redesigning
our reception area with more space for our Baystate Children's Hospital raffle layout and the addition of three times as
many clinics as last year," said show director John Sacerdote of the Amherst Railway Society, sponsors of the event.

The longtime popular train show - taking up residence on Saturday and Sunday in the Better Living Center and the
adjacent Young, Stroh and Mallary buildings - features real life railroads and scale model railroads, historical societies,
travel agencies, art shows, flea market dealers, importers, manufacturers amd photographers.

"We'll be kicking off each day of the show in the morning with a loud blast from a real diesel locomotive air horn
donated by LocDocs in Alabama,” said Sacerdote.

Once modelers regain their composure after the hair-raising sound, they will display their handiwork on layouts
ranging from the tiny Z scale which fits on a coffee table to a monster-size, 80-foot N-Trak system. The Ambherst Belt
Lines, an HO scale model railroad empire, has become a show highlight. Last year's layout grew to more than 17 scale
miles of mainline on 78 modules with the capacity of multiple train operation. The Southern New England O Scalers
also will show their huge O gauge railroad with 100-car freight trains and seven-unit diesels. Live steam will also be
shown and the Dry Hill Club will, once again, break records with their 250-plus car trains.

Commercial vendors and hobbyists will sell model railroad equipment, photos, slides, videos, books and other
railroad memorabilia. New and antique railroad items will be on display and for sale. Major national manufacturers and
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publishers also will be in attendance at the show which as been rated No. 1 of the top three in the nation in a recent
Model Railroad Industry Association manufacturer's survey.

"What is happening is that people are becoming more and more aware of this show as the anchor kickoff of the
seasomn, so many major manufacturers are debuting their new products for the year here at our show, and we like that,"
said Sacerdote.

New at this year's show will be a special one-time only performance of "Hear That Whistle Blow: America's Fabled
Railroad Years in Story and Song," presented by storytellers Bob Reiner and Katie Green at 2 p.m. in the Young
Building's clinic area.

"She called me out of the blue and sold me really well on what they do," said Sacerdote.

The animated presentation, through the singing and acting talents of the two performers, celebrates heroes,
heroines, scoundrels and the everyday folk who worked and traveled on America's railroads.

Sacerdote said he hopes their stories will inspire parents to share their own railroad experiences with their children
and encourage them to seek out more information about the important role that railroads played in the history and
development of the United States.

"What is happening is that we are seeing a decline all around the country.membership is down in the National
Model Railroad Association and subscriptions are declining to Model Railroader magazine. Railroading is such a great
hobby in terms of knowing different things from electronics to carpentry and all the artsy stuff, too, such as being able
to design trees and hills, for example, for your operating layout," said Sacerdote.

To further encourage participation in the hobby, Sacerdote said a number of hands-on workshops will be offered
both days of the show including "Backgrounds for the Art Challenged," "Build a Structure for Your Railroad, and Take
It Home with You," and "DCC Made Easy."

Also new this year, faithful Railroad Hobby Show attendees who make the show a tradition each year can walk
away with a commemorative car which was previously only available to participants bringing HO scale railroads to
display at the show.

"We've been giving them away for nine years and usually have about 500 of them made.this year we've had more
made to sell at the show," said Sacerdote, who noted for the first time the double-door box car made by ExactRail will
also be available in N scale.

Once again this year the Amherst Railway Society is supporting Baystate Children's Hospital in Springfield with a
raffle of an HO scale running layout built and donated by popular model railroading manufacturer Bachmann Trains.
Tickets are $1.

Also, ExactRail will auction off four weathered ExactRail freight cars on display at the show and donate the
proceeds to Baystate Children's Hospital. The cars were weathered by four individuals from The Weathering Shop
which consists of some of the most talented artists in the country.

The Railroad Hobby Show is a fund-raiser for the non-profit Amherst Railway Society. Since 1991 the society has
donated more than $400,000 raised through the show to various railroad museums, historical societies, and restoration
projects dedicated to preserving railroad history and restoring railroad equipment and structures, as well as scholarships.

Anyone interested in railroads is invited to attend their meetings or join the society. The group meets the third
Tuesday of each month, except for December, February, July and August, at 8 p.m. in the auditorium at Amherst
Regional Middle School on Chestnut Street. '
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'R1106938 73-157214
2. E-ZTEC
R1424680 73-601796
3. E-ZTEX :
' R818243 - 72-233555
4 EZTEXT '
R1503749 73-709235
5. EASY TEXT _
RO00000 73-413319
.6. EASYTECH THE ELECTRONICS SOURCE
R1757375 74-216677
7. EASY
R1959373 74-553434
8. ZEETECH
‘ R1785241 74-334791
9. EASYTECH
| R1701582 74-202167
10. EASYTECH
R1662472 73-820103
11. EZDETECT
. RO00000 73-591335
12. EBASYTEX A
RO00000 74-453851
13. EASYTEXT
‘ " R1885654 74-362757
14, EASY-TEX
RO00000 73-151712
15. EASYTEX o
RO00000 74-453852
16. E-ZTRACK
RO00000 74-499857
17. E-ZTRAX
o RO0C000 74-196013
18. EZ2DO
R1768157 74-240612
19. E.Z.DUZZT
| R 74-633850
20, E-Z OFF MAKE-UP
R1205865 73-207753
21. E-Z OFF MAKE-UP
R1558186 73-753406
22. EASY-BAKE :
R1083658 73-130405

Search: 20533311

CONFIDENTIAL

Int. Classes

19

16
38
19
24
28
28
28
28
28
28

28

Analyst: M. FITTON

EZ TECH

Status
REGISTERED Page 8
REGISTERED Page 9
NOT RENEWED Page 10‘
CANCELLED Page 11
ABANDONED  Page 12
REGISTERED P;lge 12
REGISTERED Page 13
REGISTERED Page 14
REGISTERED Page 14
REGISTERED Page 15
ABANDONED Page 15
ABANDONED Page 16
REGISTERED Page 16
ABANDONED Page 17
ABANDONED Page 17
PUBI;.ISI-IED Page 18
ABANDONED Page 18
REGISTERED- Page 19
PUBLISHED Page 19
REGISTERED Page 20
REGISTERED  Page 21
REGISTERED Page 21
_USPTO Summary Page:
S10000159

5



"EZ TECH

HEDMAN, GIBSON & COSTIGAN, P.C.
1185 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS
NEW YORK, NY 10036

E_Z T_R_ACK -_;,'.,., e Y e e, TRACGKS - ____ B S . ._.._..._._'._'.'.....:: .:..__'- L
SER. NUMBER: 74-499,857 |

STATUS: PUBLISHED PUB. DATE: NOV 22, 1994
INTENT TO USE -
NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE - ISSUED OCT 17, 1995

INT. CLASSES:

- 28 (TOYS AND SPORTING GOODS)

APPLICANT:
BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC.
PENNSYLVANIA CORPORATION
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, 19124

FILING CORRESPONDENT:
RONALDL.PANITCH
PANITCH SCHWARZE JACOBS & NADEL, P.C.
1601 MARKET STREET
36TH FLOOR
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103-2398

Ref: 17
E-Z TRAX 4 ~ EZTRAX |
SER. NUMBER: 74-196,013

STATUS: ABANDONED ABN. DATE: JUN 03, 1993
INTENT TO USE '
ABANDONED-NO STATEMENT OF USE FILED

INT. CLASSES:

28 (TOYS AND SPORTING GOODS)

ZE8: TOY TRAIN SETS

FILED: AUG 19, 1991

PUBLISHED FOR OPPOSITION: MAR 10, 1992

APPLICANT:

MEL APPEL LIMITED
75 MODY ROAD, TSIMSHATSUI EAST
. KOWLOON, HONG KONG
FILING CORRESPONDENT:
JESSE ROTHSTEIN.

Search: 20533311 Analyst: M, FITTON ' o USPTO Page: 18

CONFIDENTIAL | | S10000172



SI0000438



BN HEH)
R
LT TR

T

(it
Transmitler

WIF THAIN CAN BE OVXHATED

WIKHOUT 1iIE

TRANS

510000439




.'!!’

OVER _

:_.H FEET) B

TRACK ” m-rwﬂ m._w.n.

ﬂm.qﬂﬂ T ARSI ALG INMAENA AT 3

y BT A O it gD KAt
18y 908 A e
L5 LT LLAE B BEN po £ v 1R

FOFD 110, L0k WEM, HOUG RGNS

S10000440




S1000044]



SET CONTAINS:
*1LOCOMOTIVE

CLLLD

IRMALY H
Ty |{A.m
[ | |
\__J t

BIERE XA 13000 FS WAR s

SELEL Ho.cos1o

]
Wi
=
B

SET CONTAINS:

«1LOCOMOTIVE *6STRAIGBTTRACKS

*§COALTENDER  +BCURVED TRACKS
'} I PASSENGER COACH +4 LEGHT POSTS

+1 CABOOSE *7SIGNALSIGNS

T ROV | et s e 00 ) 5401 w0 9004 &
e ad ke eee oy S st
R Troe b 0t ALAOM € L AT U LA A A

AU N T LN I

( —_—
|
|
L

s
Do )
| { J

- ==

LW N

$10000442



EXHIBIT E



Latest Status Info Page 1 of 3

Thank you for your request. Here are the latest results from the TARR web server.

This page was generated by the TARR system on 2011-11-09 12:56:38 ET

Serial Number: 74499857 Assignment Information Trademark Document Retrieval

Registration Number: 2053073

Mark (words only): E-Z TRACK

Standard Character claim: No

Current Status: The registration has been renewed.
Date of Status: 2006-09-02

Filing Date: 1994-03-09

Transformed into a National Application: No
Registration Date: 1997-04-15

Register: Principal

Law Office Assigned: LAW OFFICE 106

If you are the applicant or applicant's attorney and have questions about this file, please contact
the Trademark Assistance Center at TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov

Current Location: 40S -Scanning On Demand

Date In Location: 2007-01-18

LAST APPLICANT(S)/OWNER(S) OF RECORD

1. Bachmann Industries, Inc.

Address:

Bachmann Industries, Inc.

1400 E. Erie Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19124

United States

Legal Entity Type: Corporation

State or Country of Incorporation: Pennsylvania

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES

-International Class: 028
Class Status: Active

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial&entry=74499857 11/9/2011



Latest Status Info Page 2 of 3

toy train sets

Basis: 1(a)

First Use Date: 1994-01-00

First Use in Commerce Date: 1994-08-00

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

(NOT AVAILABLE)

MADRID PROTOCOL INFORMATION

(NOT AVAILABLE)

PROSECUTION HISTORY

NOTE: To view any document referenced below, click on the link to '"Trademark Document
Retrieval' shown near the top of this page.

2008-12-10 - Assignment Of Ownership Not Updated Automatically
2008-03-05 - TEAS Change Of Correspondence Received
2007-01-18 - Case File In TICRS

2006-09-02 - First renewal 10 year

2006-09-02 - Section 8 (10-year) accepted/ Section 9 granted
2006-08-30 - Assigned To Paralegal

2006-06-06 - Combined Section 8 (10-year)/Section 9 filed
2006-06-06 - TEAS Section 8 & 9 Received

2002-05-30 - Section 8 (6-year) accepted & Section 15 acknowledged
2002-04-22 - Section 8 (6-year) and Section 15 Filed

1997-04-15 - Registered - Principal Register

1997-02-07 - Allowed for Registration - Principal Register (SOU accepted)
1996-08-08 - Communication received from applicant

1996-08-12 - Statement Of Use Processing Complete

1996-08-12 - Extension 1 granted

1996-04-15 - Extension 1 filed

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr regser=serial&entry=74499857 11/9/2011



Latest Status Info Page 3 of 3

1996-01-03 - Use Amendment Filed

1995-10-17 - NOA Mailed - SOU Required From Applicant
1994-12-20 - Extension Of Time To Oppose Received
1994-11-22 - Published for opposition

1994-10-21 - Notice of publication

1994-08-12 - Approved For Pub - Principal Register

1994-08-11 - Assigned To Examiner

ATTORNEY/CORRESPONDENT INFORMATION

Attorney of Record
JAY K. MEADWAY

Correspondent

Jay K. Meadway

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
22nd Floor

Two Liberty Place, 50 South 16th Street
Philadelphia PA 19102

Phone Number: 215-851-8400

Fax Number: 215-851-8383

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial&entry=74499857 11/9/2011



USPTO Assignments on the Web Page 1 of 2

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Home| Site Index|Search|Guides | Contacts | eBusiness | eBiz
alerts|News|Help

Assignments on the Web > Trademark Query

Trademark Assignment Abstract of Title

Total Assignments: 2
Serial #: 74499857 Filing Dt: 03/09/1994 Reg #: 2053073  Reg. Dt: 04/15/1997
Registrant: Bachmann Industries, Inc.
Mark: E-Z TRACK

Assignment: 1
Reel/Frame: 2767/0783 Received: 12/22/2003 Recorded: 12/22/2003 Pages: 5
Conveyance: SECURITY INTEREST
Assignor: BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC. Exec Dt: 10/22/2003
Entity Type: CORPORATION
Citizenship: PENNSYLVANIA
Assignee: MERRILL LYNCH BUSINESS FINANCIAL Entity Type: CORPORATION

SERVICES INC. Citizenship: DELAWARE
222 NORTH LASALLE STREET, 16TH FLOOR

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601
Correspondent: SHARON PATTERSON

55 E. MONROE ST., STE. 3700

CHICAGO, IL 60603

Assignment: 2
Reel/Frame: 3898/0488 Received: 12/05/2008 Recorded: 12/05/2008 Pages: 8

CORRECTIVE ASSIGNMENT TO CORRECT THE SCHEDULE A TO TRADEMARK
MORTGAGE TO REMOVE REGISTRATION NUMBERS 2115406, 2115407 AND

Conveyance: 2117471. PREVIOUSLY RECORDED ON REEL 002767 FRAME 0783. ASSIGNOR
(S) HEREBY CONFIRMS THE SCHEDULE A INCLUDED REGISTRATION NUMBERS
2115406, 2115407 AND 2117471.. '

Assignor: BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC. Exec Dt: 10/22/2003
Entity Type: CORPORATION
Citizenship: PENNSYLVANIA
Assignee: MERRILL LYNCH BUSINESS FINANCIAL Entity Type: CORPORATION

SERVICES, INC. Citizenship: DELAWARE
222 NORTH LASALLE STREET, 16TH FLOOR

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601
Correspondent: JOHN F METZGER

50 SOUTH 16TH ST

22ND FLOOR

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102

http://assignments.uspto.gov/assignments/q?db=tm&qt=sno&re... 11/11/2011



USPTO Assignments on the Web Page 2 of 2

Search Results as of: 11/11/2011 02:20 PM
If you have any comments or questions concerning the data displayed, contact PRD / Assignments at 571-272-3350. v.2.2
Web interface last modified: July 25, 2011 v.2.2

| .HOME | INDEX| SEARCH | eBUSINESS | CONTACT US | PRIVACY STATEMENT

http://assignments.uspto.gov/assignments/q?db=tm&qt=sno&re... 11/11/2011



Latest Status Info Page 1 of 3

Thank you for your request. Here are the latest results from the TARR web server.

This page was generated by the TARR system on 2011-11-09 12:54:53 ET

Serial Number: 78896006 Assignment Information Trademark Document Retrieval

Registration Number: 3222737

(words only): E-Z TRACK

Standard Character claim: Yes

Current Status: Registered. The registration date is used to determine when post-registration
maintenance documents are due.

Date of Status: 2007-03-27

Filing Date: 2006-05-30

Transformed into a National Application: No
Registration Date: 2007-03-27

Register: Principal

Law Office Assigned: LAW OFFICE 105

If you are the applicant or applicant's attorney and have questions about this file, please contact
the Trademark Assistance Center at TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov

Current Location: 650 -Publication And Issue Section

‘Date In Location: 2007-03-27

LAST APPLICANT(S)/OWNER(S) OF RECORD

1. Bachmann Industries, Inc.

Address:
Bachmann Industries, Inc.

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial&entry=78896006 11/9/2011



Latest Status Info Page 2 of 3

1400 East Erie Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19124

United States

Legal Entity Type: Corporation

State or Country of Incorporation: Pennsylvania

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES

International Class: 028

Class Status: Active

toy train sets; toy train track, and train track with roadbed
Basis: 1(a)

First Use Date: 1994-01-31

First Use in Commerce Date: 1994-08-31

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Disclaimer: "TRACK"

Prior Registration Number(s):
2053073
2061990

MADRID PROTOCOL INFORMATION

(NOT AVAILABLE)

PROSECUTION HISTORY

NOTE: To view any document referenced below, click on the link to "Trademark Document
Retrieval' shown near the top of this page.

2008-03-05 - TEAS Change Of Correspondence Received
2007-03-27 - Registered - Principal Register

2007-01-09 - Published for opposition

2006-12-20 - Notice of publication

2006-11-15 - Law Office Publication Review Completed
2006-11-03 - Assigned To LIE

2006-11-01 - Approved for Pub - Principal Register (Initial exam)

2006-10-31 - Assigned To Examiner

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial&entry=78896006 11/9/2011



Latest Status Info Page 3 of 3

2006-06-07 - Notice Of Pseudo Mark Mailed

2006-06-06 - New Application Entered In Tram

ATTORNEY/CORRESPONDENT INFORMATION

Attorney of Record
Jay K. Meadway

Correspondent

Jay K. Meadway

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
22nd Floor

Two Liberty Place, 50 South 16th Street
Philadelphia PA 19102

Phone Number: 215-851-8386

Fax Number: 215-851-8383

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial &entry=78896006 11/9/2011



USPTO Assignments on the Web Page 1 of 1

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Home|Site Index|Search|Guides|Contacts|eBusiness|eBiz *
alerts | News|Help

Assignments on the Web > Trademark Query

No assignment has been recorded at the
USPTO

For Serial Number: 78896006

If you have any comments or questions concerning the data displayed, contact PRD / Assignments at 571-272-3350. v.2.2
Web interface last modified: July 25, 2011 v.2.2

| .HOME | INDEX| SEARCH | eBUSINESS | CONTACT US | PRIVACY STATEMENT

http://assignments.uspto.gov/assignments/q?db=tm&qt=sno&re... 11/11/2011



Latest Status Info Page 1 of 3

Thank you for your request. Here are the latest results from the TARR web server.

This page was generated by the TARR system on 2011-11-09 12:55:24 ET

Serial Number: 77072002 Assignment Information Trademark Document Retrieval

Registration Number: 3301198

Mark

(words only): BACHMANN E-Z TRACK SYSTEM
Standard Character claim: No

Current Status: Registered. The registration date is used to determine when post-registration
maintenance documents are due.

Date of Status: 2007-10-02

Filing Date: 2006-12-27

Transformed inte a National Application: No
Registration Date: 2007-10-02

Register: Principal

Law Office Assigned: LAW OFFICE 117

If you are the applicant or applicant's attorney and have questions about this file, please contact

Current Location: 650 -Publication And Issue Section

Date In Location: 2007-10-02

LAST APPLICANT(S)/OWNER(S) OF RECORD

1. Bachmann Industries, Inc.

Address:
Bachmann Industries, Inc.

http://tarr.uspto.gov/serviet/tarr?regser=serial &entry=77072002 11/9/2011



Latest Status Info Page 2 of 3

1400 E. Erie Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19124

United States

Legal Entity Type: Corporation

State or Country of Incorporation: Pennsylvania

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES

International Class: 028

Class Status: Active

Toy model train sets; Toy trains and accessories therefore, namely, toy train tracks and toy train tracks
with roadbeds

Basis: 1(a)

First Use Date: 2003-01-01

First Use in Commerce Date: 2003-01-01

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Color(s) Claimed: Color is not claimed as a feature of the mark.
Disclaimer: TRACK AND SYSTEM

Design Search Code(s):
26.11.20 - Rectangles inside one another
26.11.21 - Rectangles that are completely or partially shaded

Prior Registration Number(s):
1736238
1736239
2053073

MADRID PROTOCOL INFORMATION

(NOT AVAILABLE)

PROSECUTION HISTORY

NOTE: To view any document referenced below, click on the link to "Trademark Document
Retrieval' shown near the top of this page.

2008-03-05 - TEAS Change Of Correspondence Received
2007-10-02 - Registered - Principal Register
2007-07-17 - Published for opposition

2007-06-27 - Notice of publication

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial&entry=77072002 11/9/2011



Latest Status Info

2007-06-07 - Withdrawn From Pub - Tqr/Non-Atty Request
2007-04-27 - Law Office Publication Review Completed
2007-04-27 - Assigned To LIE

2007-04-05 - Approved for Pub - Principal Register (Initial exam)
2007-04-05 - Examiner's Amendment Entered

2007-04-05 - EXAMINERS AMENDMENT E-MAILED
2007-04-05 - Examiners Amendment -Written

2007-03-26 - Examiner's Amendment Entered

2007-03-26 - Examiners amendment e-mailed

2007-03-26 - Examiners Amendment -Written

2007-03-21 - Assigned To Examiner

2007-01-03 - Notice Of Design Search Code And Pseudo Mark Mailed

2007-01-02 - New Application Entered In Tram

Page 3 of 3

ATTORNEY/CORRESPONDENT INFORMATION

Attorney of Record
Jay K. Meadway

Correspondent

Jay K. Meadway

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
22nd Floor

Two Liberty Place, 50 South 16th Street
Philadelphia PA 19102

Phone Number: 215-851-8386

Fax Number: 215-851-8383

http://tarr.uspto. gqv/servlet/tarr?regser=serial&entry=77072002

11/9/2011



USPTO Assignments on the Web Page 1 of 1

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Home | Site Index|Search|Guides|Contacts | eBusiness|eBiz
alerts| News | Help

Assignments on the Web > Trademark Query

No assignment has been recorded at the
USPTO

For Serial Number: 77072002

if you have any comments or questions concerning the data displayed, contact PRD / Assignments at 571-272-3350. v.2.2
Web interface last modified: July 25, 2011 v.2.2

| .-HOME | INDEX| SEARCH | eBUSINESS | CONTACT US | PRIVACY STATEMENT

hitp://assignments.uspto.gov/assignments/q?db=tm&qt=sno&re... 11/11/2011



Latest Status Info Page 1 of 4

Thank you for your request. Here are the latest results from the TARR web server.

This page was generated by the TARR system on 2011-11-09 12:56:05 ET

Serial Number: 74663989 Assignment Information Trademark Document Retrieval

Registration Number: 2061990

Mark

(words only): BACHMANN E-Z TRACK SYSTEM
Standard Character claim: No

Current Status: The registration has been renewed.
Date of Status: 2007-02-10

Filing Date: 1995-04-20

Transformed into a National Application: No
Registration Date: 1997-05-13

Register: Principal

Law Office Assigned: LAW OFFICE 106

If you are the applicant or applicant's attorney and have questions about this file, please contact
the Trademark Assistance Center at TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov

Current Location: 830 -Post Registration

Date In Location: 2007-02-10

LAST APPLICANT(S)/OWNER(S) OF RECORD

1. Bachmann Industries, Inc.
Address:

Bachmann Industries, Inc.
1400 E. Erie Avenue

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial &entry=74663989 11/9/2011



Latest Status Info Page 2 of 4

Philadelphia, PA 19124

United States

Legal Entity Type: Corporation

State or Country of Incorporation: Pennsylvania

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES

International Class: 028

Class Status: Active

toy train sets

Basis: 1(a)

First Use Date: 1995-01-00

First Use in Commerce Date: 1995-01-00

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Disclaimer: "TRACK" and "SYSTEM"

Design Search Code(s):

07.11.08 - Railroad tracks

26.03.17 - Concentric ovals; Concentric ovals and ovals within ovals; Ovals within ovals; Ovals,
concentric

26.03.21 - Ovals that are completely or partially shaded

Prior Registration Number(s):
1736238
1736239

MADRID PROTOCOL INFORMATION

(NOT AVAILABLE)

PROSECUTION HISTORY

NOTE: To view any document referenced below, click on the link to "Trademark Document
‘Retrieval" shown near the top of this page.

2008-12-10 - Assignment Of Ownership Not Updated Automatically
2008-03-05 - TEAS Change Of Correspondence Received
2007-02-10 - First renewal 10 year

2007-02-10 - Section 8 (10-year) accepted/ Section 9 granted
2007-01-25 - Assigned To Paralegal

2006-12-13 - Case File In TICRS

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial &entry=74663989 11/9/2011



Latest Status Info

2006-11-21 - Combined Section 8 (10-year)/Section 9 filed
2006-11-21 - TEAS Section 8 & 9 Received

2003-01-30 - Section 8 (6-year) accepted & Section 15 acknowledged
2002-11-22 - Section 8 (6-year) and Section 15 Filed

2002-11-22 - PAPER RECEIVED

1997-05-13 - Registered - Principal Register

1997-03-24 - Allowed for Registration - Principal Register (SOU accepted)
1997-03-23 - Assigned To Examiner

1997-03-13 - Communication received from applicant

1997-02-13 - Non-final action mailed

1996-10-31 - Statement Of Use Processing Complete

1996-08-23 - Use Amendment Filed

1996-04-23 - NOA Mailed - SOU Required From Applicant
1996-01-30 - Published for opposition

1995-12-29 - Notice of publication

1995-11-08 - Approved For Pub - Principal Register

1995-11-03 - Non-final action mailed

1995-09-24 - Assigned To Examiner

Page 3 of 4

ATTORNEY/CORRESPONDENT INFORMATION

Attorney of Record
Roberta Jacobs-Meadway

Correspondent

Jay K. Meadway

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
22nd Floor

Two Liberty Place, 50 South 16th Street
Philadelphia PA 19102

Phone Number: 215-851-8400

Fax Number: 215-851-8383

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial&entry=74663989

11/9/2011



Latest Status Info Page 4 of 4

http://tarr.uspto.gov/servlet/tarr?regser=serial&entry=74663989 11/9/2011



USPTO Assignments on the Web Page 1 of 2

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Home | Site Index|Search | Guides | Contacts | eBusiness|eBiz
alerts| News| Help

Assignments on the Web > Trademark Query

Trademark Assignment Abstract of Title

Total Assignments: 2
Serial #: 74663989 Filing Dt: 04/20/1995 Reg #: 2061990 Reg. Dt: 05/13/1997
Registrant: Bachmann Industries, Inc.
Mark: BACHMANN E-Z TRACK SYSTEM
- Assignment: 1
Reel/Frame: 2767/0783 Received: 12/22/2003 Recorded: 12/22/2003 Pages: 5
Conveyance: SECURITY INTEREST
Assignor: BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC. Exec Dt: 10/22/2003
Entity Type: CORPORATION
Citizenship: PENNSYLVANIA
Assignee: MERRILL LYNCH BUSINESS FINANCIAL Entity Type: CORPORATION

SERVICES INC. Citizenship: DELAWARE
222 NORTH LASALLE STREET, 16TH FLOOR

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601
Correspondent: SHARON PATTERSON
55 E. MONROE ST., STE. 3700
CHICAGO, IL 60603
Assignment: 2
Reel/Frame: 3898/0488 Received: 12/05/2008 Recorded: 12/05/2008 Pages: 8

CORRECTIVE ASSIGNMENT TO CORRECT THE SCHEDULE A TO TRADEMARK
MORTGAGE TO REMOVE REGISTRATION NUMBERS 2115406, 2115407 AND

Conveyance: 2117471. PREVIOUSLY RECORDED ON REEL 002767 FRAME 0783. ASSIGNOR
(S) HEREBY CONFIRMS THE SCHEDULE A INCLUDED REGISTRATION NUMBERS
2115406, 2115407 AND 2117471..

Assignor: BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC. Exec Dt: 10/22/2003
Entity Type: CORPORATION
Citizenship: PENNSYLVANIA

Assignee: MERRILL LYNCH BUSINESS FINANCIAL Entity Type: CORPORATION

SERVICES, INC. Citizenship: DELAWARE
222 NORTH LASALLE STREET, 16TH FLOOR

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601
~ Correspondent: JOHN F METZGER

50 SOUTH 16TH ST

22ND FLOOR

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102

http://assignments.uspto.gov/assignments/q?db=tm&qt=sno&re... 11/11/2011



USPTO Assignments on the Web Page 2 of 2

Search Results as of: 11/11/2011 02:22 PM
If you have any comments or questions concerning the data displayed, contact PRD / Assignments at 571-272-3350. v.2.2
Web interface last modified: July 25, 2011 v.2.2

| .HOME | INDEX| SEARCH | eBUSINESS | CONTACT US | PRIVACY STATEMENT

http://assignments.uspto.gov/assignments/q?db=tm&qt=sno&re... 11/11/2011



EXHIBIT F



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC., :
: Cancellation No. 92053426

Petitioner, :
: In the Matter of:
v. : Registration No.: 3,567,168
: Registered: January 27, 2009
SCIENTIFIC TOYS, LTD.,  Trodemark: BZTEG
Registr : Int’] Class: 28
- Registrant. .

RESPONDENT’S RESPONSES AND OBJECTIONS
TO PETITIONER’S FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES TO RESPONDENT

Respondent Scientific Toys, Ltd. (“Scientific” or “Respondent™) responds to Petitioner’s
First Set of Interrogatories as follows:
_General Objections

1. Respondent objects to these interrogatories, including any definition or instruction
therein, to the extent they seek to impose obligations beyond those in the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure or the T.B.M.P.

2. Respondent objects to these interrogatories to the extent they seek information
relating to activity occurring outside the United States. Respondent will only provide
information with respect to the United States. |

3. Respondent objects to these interrogatories to the extent that they seek
information which is not relevant to this proceeding or reasonably calculated to lead to the
discovery of admissible evidence.

4. Respondent objects to these interrogatories to the extent that they seek
information or documents exempt from discovery by virtue of the attormney client privilege or the

work product doctrine or any other applicable privilege or doctrine. Inadvertent disclosure of

485740.1



any such information or documents is not intended to be, and shall not operate as, a waiver of an
applicable privilege, in whole or in part. Nor is any such inadvertent disclosure intended to be,
nor shall it constitute, a waiver of the right to object to any use of such information.

5. Applicant objects to these interrogatories to the extent that they seek confidential
or proprietary business information. All information and materials provided by Respondent
which are subject to said objection shall be produced as CONFIDENTIAL upon entry of a

suitable Protective Order between the parties in the instant Cancellation.

6. Respondent objects to those interrogatories that are duplicative or cumulative.

7. Respondent objects to these interrogatories to the .éxtent that they are overbroad
and unduly burdensome.

8. . Respondent objects to these interrogatories to the extent that they are vague and
ambiguous.

9. Respondent objects to these interrogatories to the extent that they request

information which has already been produced or is already in Petitioner’s custody, possession or
control.

10.  Respondent objects to these interrogatories to the extent they request “all”
information, documents or knowledgeable persons on a particular topic, where representative
information and/or documents will suffice.

11.  Respondent objects to these interrogatories to the extent they request information

which is publicly available.
- 12. Respondent submits these responses without conceding the relevancy or

materiality of the subject matter of any interrogatory, and without prejudice to all objections to

the use or admissibility of any response.
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13. A response stating that Respondent will produce responsive, non-privileged
documents and/or things as they are kept in the ordinary course of business does not mean or
imply that such documents exist, but means that such responsive, non-privileged documents will
be produced to the extent that they do exist and are in the possession of Respondent.

14.  Respondent objects to these requests insofar as they may require the listing of
privileged documents prepared by or transmitted to counsel during the pendency of this action;
such a listing could constitute an index of counsel’s files and of all communications between
counsel and client, which would reveal privileged information and would be inconsistent with
Rule 26(b)(5) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

15. Where Respondent agrees to provide information or produce documents in
response to Petitioner’s interrogatories, Respondent’s offer to do so does not reflect its
concurrence with any factual assertions contained therein. Except for facts explicitly admitted
herein, no admissions of any nature whatsoever are to be implied or be inferred. The fact that an
interrogatory has been responded to should not be taken as an admission or acceptance of the
existence of such facts set forth or assumed by such interrogatory, or that such response
constitutes admissible evidence.

16.  Respondent’s responses are made solely for the purposes of this Proceeding.
Each response is subject to all appropriate objections that would require the exclusion of any
statement contained herein if such statement were sought to be introduced in Court. All
objections and grounds for objections are preserved and may be interposed at a later date.

17.  Each and all of these General Objections are hereinafter incorporated by reference

in response to each and every interrogatory.
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Responses to Interrogatories

Interrogatory No. 1

Identify the person most knowledgeable about:

(a) selection of Respondent’s Mark

{b)  use of Respondent’s Mark in connection with toy trains

(¢).  promotion of Respondent’s Mark in conmection with toy trains
(d) trade channels for goods sold under Respondent’s Mark

(e) sales of goods under Respondent’s Mark

® sales of goods and marketing in the United States

Response to Interrogatory No. 1

Louis Chan, Vice President - Sales and Marketing.

Interrogatory No. 2

Describe in detail the process by which Respondent’s Mark was selected.

Response to Interrogatory No. 2

Respondent no longer recalls the circumstances surrounding the process by which
Respondent’s Mark was selected as it occurred more than fifteen years ago.

Interrogatory No. 3

Describe in detail all steps taken by or on behalf of Respondent to determine whether
Respondent’s Mark was available for use on or in connection with the goods identified in the
registration which is the subject of this proceeding (hereinafter Respondent’s Goods).

Response to Interrogatory No. 3

Respondent caused a complete search to be conducted in March of 1996 to determine the

availability of the mark EZ TECH.
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Interrogatory No. 4

Identify all fonts and sizes Respondent’s Mark appears in on Respondent’s toy train
products, product packaging, and promotional materials.

Response to Interrogatory No. 4

This interrogatory is objected to on the grounds that it is unduly burdensome and not
calculated to lead to the production of admissible evidence. Without waiving its objection,
Respondent states that it has no policy relative to the font and size used to present its mark and
refers Petitioner to the photos of representative packaging.

Interrogatory No. 5

State the date of first use of Respondent’s mark in commerce in connection with each of

Respondent’s Goods.

Response to Interrogatory No. 5

This interrogatory is objected to on the grounds that it is unduly burdensome and not
calculated to lead to the production of admissible evidence. Without waiving its objection, the
mark has been used in connection with Respondent’s Goods since at least as early as July 20,
1996.

Interrogatory No. 6

Identify the first sale of toy trains bearing Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Interrogatory No. 6

In 1998.

Interrogatorv No. 7

Identify locations where Respondent’.s toy trains are promoted under Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Interrogatory No. 7

At trade shows and on the Internet.
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Interrogatory No. 8

Identify the trade channels for each of Respondent’s Goods sold under Respondent’s

Mark.

Response to Interrogatory No. §

Toy stores, specialty stores, mass merchants, warehouse clubs and Internet marketers.

Interrogatory No. 9

Identify five (5) representative customers for Respondent’s Goods.

Response to Interrogatory No. 9
Toys ‘R’ Us, Kmart, RadioShack, Big Lots and KayBee Toys (now out of business).

Interrocatory No. 10

Identify each class of customer for Respondent’s Goods.

Response to Interrogatory No. 10

Retailers that sell to consumers.

Interrogatory No. 11

Identify all promotional media used by Respondent to advertise or promote Respondent’s

Mark in connection with toy trains.

Response to Interrogatory No. 11

Typically, Respondent funds cooperative advertisements by its customers.

Interrogatory No. 12

Identify Respondent’s annual sales of each of Respondent’s Goods.

Response to Interrogatory No. 12

This interrogatory is objected to on the grounds that this information is confidential and

the parties have not yet entered into a protective order.
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Interrogatory No. 13

Identify Respondent’s annual advertising and promotional expenditures for Respondent’s
Mark by product category.

Response to Interrogatory No. 13

Respondent does not maintain records of advertising or promotional expenditures by
product category. Further, this interrogatory is objected to on the grounds that this information is
confidential and the parties have not yet entered into a protective order.

Interrogatory No. 14

State whether Respondent’s Goods are packaged or advertised or promoted with any
other goods of Respondent and, if so, identify all such goods.

Response to Interrogatory No. 14

No.

Interrogatory No. 15

State whether Respondent’s Goods are advertised or promoted with the goods of any
third party and, if so, identify all such goods of the of the third party that are advertised or
promoted with Respondent’s Goods.

Response to Interrogatory No. 15

No.

Interrogatory No. 16

Describe in detail each occasion when anyone has inquired of Respondent whether
Respondent has acquired Petitioner or any aspect of Petitioner’s business or is otherwise related
to Petitioner.

Response to Interrogatory No. 16

Respondent is not aware of any such occasion.
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Interrogatory No. 17

Identify each licensee or permitted user of Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Interrogatory No. 17

None.

Interrogatory No. 18

Identify each advertising and public relations firm employed by Respondent to promote

Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Interrogatory No. 18

Respondent does not use an advertising ot public relations firm.

Interrogatory No. 19

Identify each expert retained by Respondent to give evidence on Respondent’s behalf in
this proceeding.

Response to Interrogatory No. 19

This interrogatory is objected to on the grounds that it is premature.

As to the objections: AMSTER, ROTHSTEIN & EBENSTEIN LLP
Attorneys for Registrant/Petitioner
Scientific Toys, Ltd.
90 Park Avenue
New York, NY }0016
Tel: (212) 336/3000 Fax: (212) 336-8001

Dated: New York, New York By: rad
June 9, 2011 /Neil M. Zipki
Chester Rothgiein

485740.) -8-



VERIFICATION
Sam Chan declares under penalty of perjury vuder the laws of the United States that he is
a vice president and an authorized agent for the purpose of executing this document on behalf of
Scientific Toys, Ltd; that while he does 1ot have personal knowledge of all of the Facts recited in
the foregoing document, the statements and information set forfh herein have been collected und
made available to him by counsel and employees of Scientific Toys, Ltd.; and that the

information contained herein is true and correct o his knowledge and beh’ei}md the document is,
Val
4

therefore, verified on behalf of Scientific Toys, Ltd. </
/7
A
By: L i
Sam Chan ;
|
i
i




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and complete copy of the foregoing RESPONDENT’S
RESPONSES AND OBJECTIONS TO PETITIONER’S FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES
TO RESPONDENT has been served on Petitioner by delivering said copy by (1) First Class U.S.
Mail, postage prepaid; and (2) email, to counsel for Petitioner as follows:

(1)  Roberta Jacobs-Meadway, Esq.
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott LLC
50 South 16™ Street
Two Liberty Place, 22™ Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102

7
(2)  email: rjacobsmeadway@eckeitseamans.com
17

Dated: June i, 2011 By:
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

_____________________ X
BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC., :
: Cancellation No. 92053426
Petitioner, :
: In the Matter of:
V. : Registration No.: 3,567,168
: Registered: January 27, 2009
SCIENTIFIC TOYS, LTD., - Trademark: EZTEC
Registrant. Int’l Class: 28

RESPONDENT’S RESPONSES AND OBJECTIONS TO
PETITIONER’S FIRST SET OF DOCUMENT REQUESTS TO RESPONDENT

Respondent Scientific Toys, Ltd. (“Scientific” or “Respondent™) responds to Petitioner’s

First Set of Document Requests as follows:

General Objections

1. Respondent objects to these document requests, including any definition or
instruction therein, to the extent they seek to impose obligations beyond those in the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure or the T.B.M.P.

2. Respondent objects to these documen;c requests to the extent they seek
information relating to activity occurring outside the United States. Respondent will only
provide information with respect to the United States.

3. Respondent objects to these document requests to the extent that they seek
information which is not relevant to this proceeding or reasonably calculated to lead to the
discovery of admissible evidence.

4. | Respondent objects to these document requests to the exteﬁt that they seek
documents exempt from discovery by virtue of the attorney client privilege or the work product

doctrine or any other applicable privilege or doctrine. Inadvertent disclosure of any such
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documents is not intended to be, and shall not operate as, a waiver of an applicable privilege, in
whole or in part. Nor is any such inadvertent disclosure intended to be, nor shall it constitute, a
waiver of the right to object to any use of such information.

5. Applicant objects to these document requests to the extent that they seek
confidential or proprietary business information. All information and materials provided by
Respondént which are subject to said objection shall be produced as CONFIDENTIAL or
ATTORNEYS EYES ONLY upon entry of a suitable Protective Order between the parties in
the instant Cancellation.

6. Respondent objects to those document requests that are duplicative or cumulative.

7. Respondent objects to these document requests to the extent that they are

overbroad and unduly burdensome.

8. Respondent objects to these document requests to the extent that they are vague
and ambiguous.
9. Respondent objects to these document requests to the extent that they request

documents which have already been produced or are already in Petitioner’s custody, possession
or control.

10.  Respondent objects to these document requests to the extent they request “all”
documents on a particular topic, where representative information and/or documents will suffice.

11. Respondent objects to these document requests to the extent they request
mformation which is publicly available.

12.  Respondent submits these responses without conceding the relevancy or
materiality of the subject matter of any document request, and without prejudice to all objections

to the use or admissibility of any response.
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13. Aresponse stating that Respondent will produce responsive, non-privileged
documents and/or things as they are kept in the ordinary course of business does not mean or
imply that such documents exist, but means that such responsive, non-privileged documents will
be produced to the extent that they do exist and are in the possession of Respondent.

14. Respondent objects to these requests insofar as they may require the listing of
privileged documents prepared by or transmitted to counsel during the pendency of this action;
such a listing could constitute an index of counsel’s files and of all communications between
counsel and client, which would reveal privileged information and would be inconsistent with
Rule 26(b)(5) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

15. Where Respondent agrees to produce documents in response to Petitioner’s
requests, Respondent’s offer to do so does not reflect its concurrence with any factual assertions
contained therein. Except for facts explicitly admitted herein, no admissions of any nature
whatsoever are to be implied or be inferred. The fact that an interrogatory has been responded to
should not be taken as an admission or acceptance of the existence of such facts set forth or
assumed by such request, or that such response constitutes admissible evidence.

16.  Respondent’s responses are made solely for the purposes of this Proceeding,
Each response is subject to all appropriate objections that would require the exclusion of any
statement contained herein if such statement were sought to be introduced in Court. All
objections and grounds for objections are preserved and may be interposed at a later date.

17.  Respondent objects to the request to produce documents at Petitioner’s counsel’s
office.

18.  Respondent reserves the right to supplement these responses at any time.

19.  Each and all of these General Objections are hereinafter incorporated by reference
in response to each and every document request. |

-3-
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Responses to Document Requests

Request No. 1

All documents which embody, refer or relate to the selection of the Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Request No. 1

Respondent objects to producing correspondence between client and counsel relative to
the selection of the mark and the search report prepared by counsel dated March 19, 1996 on the
grounds of attorney-client privilege but will produce the schedule showing marks considered in

March of 1996.

Request No. 2

All documents which embody, refer or relate to each trademark search done by or on
behalf of Respondent relating to Respondent’s Mark and any mark or name that begins with

“EZ,” including all references noted on the searches.

Response to Request No. 2

Respondent objects to producing the search reports prepared by counsel but will produce

the schedules showing the marks considered.

Request No. 3

All documents which embody, refer or relate to market research conducted by or on
behalf of Respondent directed to Respondent’s Mark and any mark or name which begins with

“EZ.”

Response to Request No. 3

Subject to the objections, none.
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Request No. 4

All documents which embody, refer or relate to the first use of Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Request No. 4

Subject to the objections, to the extent available representative responsive documents will

be produced.

Request No. 5

Documents sufficient to identify the gross sales of toy trains under Respondent’s Mark on

an annual basis.

Response to Request No. 5

Such documents do not exist; however some records can be tabulated based on electronic
database records maintained in the ordinary course of business. A tabulation will be produced

once a protective order is entered into.

Request No. 6

Documents sufficient to identify each manner in which Respondent’s Mark is used,
including but not limited to product spec sheets, user manuals, packaging, labels and point of

sale displays.

Response to Request No. 6

This request is objected to because it is not limited to any goods. Notwithstanding such

objection and subject to the other objections representative materials will be produced.

Request No. 7

- Documents sufficient to identify any changes in product packaging for Respondent’s toy

train sets since the date of first use of Respondent’s Mark.
-5-
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Response to Request No. 7

Subject to the objections, representative photographs showing packaging will be

produced.

Request No. 8

Documents sufficient to identify all advertising and promotional media employed for toy

trains sold under Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Request No. 8§

Subject to the objections, to the extent responsive documents exist they will be produced.

Request No. 9

Documents sufficient to establish Respondent’s annual expenditures for advertising of

toy trains under Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Request No. 9

Subject to the objections, documents reflecting such expenditures do not exist.

Request No. 10
Documents sufficient to identify each type of product distributed by Respondent under

Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Request No. 10

Subject to the objections, to the extent responsive documents exist, they will be produced.

Request No. 11

Documents sufficient to identify each type of product sold by Respondent or promoted by

Respondent for use with goods sold under Respondent’s Mark.

-6-
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Response to Request No. 11

Subject to the objections, none.

Request No. 12

Documents sufficient to identify the channels of distribution for goods sold under

Respondent’s Mark.

Response to Request No. 12

Subject to the objections, none.

Request No. 13

Documents sufficient to identify the trade shows attended by Respondent.

Response to Request No. 13

Subject to the objections, none.

Request No. 14

Documents sufficient to show the trade shows where Respondent’s goods are exhibited.

Response to Request No. 14

Subject to the objections, none.

Request No. 15

Documents sufficient to show the trade publications that Respondent receives.

Response to Reguest No. 15

Subject to the objections, none.

Request No. 16
All license agreements directed to Respondent’s Mark.

-
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Response to Request No. 16

Subject to the objections, to the extent responsive documents exist, they will be produced.

Request No. 17

Documents sufficient to establish the price points for the goods sold under Respondent’s

Mark.

Response to Request No. 17

Subject to the objections, to the extent responsive documents exist, they will be produced

once a protective order is entered into.

Request No. 18

Documents sufficient to identify each third party use known to Respondent of any mark
that contains or comprises the term “EZ” or any phonetic equivalent for toy trains and other toy

vehicles.

Response to Request No. 18

Subject to the objections, representative documents will be produced. However,

Respondent is still investigating this area and reserves the right to supplement its response.

Request No. 19

All documents containing and/or discussing complaints received by Respondents

regarding the toy train products of Respondent.

Response to Request No. 19

None.
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Request No. 20

All documents containing and/or discussing complaints received by Respondents

regarding the toy train products of any company.

Response to Request No. 20

None.

Respectfully submitted,

AMSTER, ROTHSTEIN & EBENSTEIN LLP
Attorneys for Registrant/Petitioner
Scientific Toys, Ltd.
90 Park Avenue
New York, NY /10016

Tel: (2127 8000 Fax: (242) 336-8001
Dated: New York, New York By: %

June 9, 2011 eil M. Zipkin
hester Rothst
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and complete copy of the foregoing RESPONDENT’S
RESPONSES AND OBJECTIONS TO PETITIONER’S FIRST SET OF DOCUMENT
REQUESTS TO RESPONDENT has been served on Petitioner by delivering said copy by

(1) First Class U.S. Mail, postage prepaid; and (2) email, to counsel for Petitioner as follows:

(1)  Roberta Jacobs-Meadway, Esq.
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott LL.C
50 South 16" Street
Two Liberty Place, 22" Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102

(2)  email: rjacobsmeadway@eckertseamans.com

7

Dated: June 9, 2011

B

-10-
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Helpful Links

How You Can Help
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http://www.greatesthobby.com/

WORLD'S

GREATEST

ome :: Frequently Asked Questions :: Find a Hobby Shop :: Contact Us

Welcome to the World's Greatest Hobby

Date for 2011 Take a Mode! Train to Work Day announced

IRS approves the World's Greatest Hobby as a charity

For Information about getting started in the hobby click here
Looking to attend a Model Railroad Show or Event Click here
For News about the World's Greatest Hobby Program click here
For a review of Model Railroading in the news click here

Step into the World's Greatest Hobby

Welcome Beginners

Free booklet

This booklet can only offer a glimpse into the exciting
world of model trains. A lifetime of joys and
challenges lies ahead. We hope you decide to join us
on this magical journey. All aboard! Click here to
download this booklet.

Free online video

The "Building Your First Model Railroad" video is now
available online via You Tube. Click on the scene you
want to view:

Scene 1 - Introduction - duration 2:20
Scene 2 - Benchwork Part 1 - duration 7:00
Scene 3 - Benchwork Part 2 - duration 5:31
Scene 4 - Laying Track - duration 5:51
Scene 5 - Control - duration 4:03

Scene 6 - Structures - duration 4:36

Scene 7 - Scenery Part 1 - duration 9:56
Scene 8 - Scenery Part 2 - duration 9:56
Scene 9 - Conclusion - duration 5:42

"Or to buy the DVD click here

Free information available on this
web site: ‘

o Frequently Asked Questions
e Find A Model Railroad to Visit
e Find A Model Train Club

e Find A Hobby Shop

o List of Helpful links

The World's Greatest Hobby has
partnered with Monkeysee to create
an introduction to model railroading
and how to select a train set video
series. Click here to see the video

Model Trains in
the news:

Model trains carry pastor away

Page 1 of 4
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adg»j}ional S onsgrs

N

control systems

more about our
sponsors

11/11/2011



World's Greatest Hobby

HOBBY
upcoming
featured
events:

WGH on Tour announces 2012 schedule:
Indianapolis, Indiana
Chicago, lllinois

Salt Lake City, Utah
Portland, Oregon
Cincinnati, Ohio

Visit their website for
details: www.wghshow.com

The Northern Virginia Model Railroaders
Clubannounce their Open House schedule
for 2011 and 2012. They are located in the
historic Vienna Depot of the former
Washington & Old Dominion Railroad, 231
Dominion Road NE (at Ayr Hill Avenue),
Vienna, VA 22180-4520. Admission is free
(donations accepted). The layout depicts the

. Western North Carolina Railroad (now a
portion of the Norfolk Southern) during the
period of transition from steam to diesel. The
open house also features Thomas the Tank

Engine and some of his friends. For more
information visit www.nvmr.org or call
703.938.5157 (leave message).

Dates for future Model Railroad (HO
Scale) Open Houses and Displays for
2011-2012:

All times are 1 to 5 p.m. unless otherwise
noted.

* November 2011 - Saturday, November 12,
2011

* November 2011 - Monday evening, Vienna
Holiday Strolf, Monday, November 28 2011
from6to 9 p.m.

« December 2011 - Saturday, December 17,
2011

« January 2012 - Saturday, January 14,
2012

« February 2012 - Saturday, February 18,
2012

» March 2012 - Saturday, March 17, 2012

* April 2012 - Saturday, April 14, 2012

» May 2012 - Saturday, May 26, 2012 and
Sunday, May 27, 2012 for Via Vienna Days
* June 2012 - No Open House Scheduled

« July 2012 - Saturday, July 14, 2012

* August 2012 - No Open House Scheduled
» September 2012 - Saturday, September
15, 2012

* October 2012 - Saturday, October 13,
2012

* November 2012 - Saturday, November 17,
2012 and Monday, November 26, 2012 from
6 to 9 PM for Vienna Holiday Stroll

» December 2012 - Saturday, December 15,
2012

The Schuylkill Valley Model Railroad Club
have announced their annual open houses.
Four different railroads are depicted on the
1,000+ square-foot club layout. Admission is
free (donations accepted). Hours are 1to 5
p-m.

http://www.greatesthobby.com/

Washingon Times-Herald
The first gift the Rev. Lou
Showers remembers
receiving was a train. It was
a push-type toy train, but it
helped inspire his interest in
the railroad and model
trains. ...

Georgians share their love of model trains
Clayton News Daily

“It's something that you can
control and make it what you
want it to be,” said Lusk,
president of the Middle
Georgia Model Railroad
Club, based in Warner
Robins, Ga ...

Model trains club reopens in new home

The News Virginian

A host of miniature trains and detailed
corresponding backdrops will be on display
this weekend at the Augusta County Model
Railroad Club’s new location next to Little
Caesars on Broad Street in Waynesboro. . .

A model train collector's one-track mind

CBS News

Words can't describe it, but the visitors try:
"Breathtaking." "Amazing." "Extraordinary."
They're at Sotheby's where they are gazing
on the life's work of Jerry Green. . .

Miniature World of Trains aims to build
targest HO model railroad in the US

The 40,000 square foot facility plans to open
in 2012

Aboard the world's largest model train
collection

clnet

Miniatur Wunderland was
the brainchild of two
German brothers who
decided in the late 1990s to
ditch their successful
nightclub and record label
business in order to build
the world's largest model
train collection, explained
their younger brother,
Sebastian Drechsler, who
does communications for
the collection. ...

Orland club encourages love of model trains
Bangor Daily News

Page 2 of 4
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World's Greatest Hobby

Dates: November 26-28, 2011, December
3-4, 2011, January 7-8, 14-15, 21-22, 2012.
Located at 400 S. Main St., Phoenixville PA
19460. Phone: 610-935-1126 or visit the
club website at www.svmrre.com.

LOOKING FOR MORE
MODEL RAILROAD
SHOWS and EVENTS?

Visit this link:
http:/fwww trains.comftrc/community/events/

We have some exciting news for the World's
Greatest Hobby program. The program has
received a commitment of an additional 3
years of support from some of the hobby's
most influential companies. The following
companies have agreed to sponsor the
program for another three years:

- Atlas Model Railroad Co.
- Bachmann Industries Inc.
- Caboose Industries

- Digitrax Inc.

- Kalmbach Publishing Co.
- Kato U.S.A.

- Wm. K. Walthers Inc.

The significant financial contribution each of
these companies is making to the program
is a clear indication of the importance of the
program.

Another important change for the long term
viability of the program is that it has become

a non profit educational corporation. This will

allow for additional public relations benefits
for the program when dealing with the news
media. This new non profit corporation’s
board of director’s is comprised of some of
the most important executives in the model
railroad industry and include: Thomas
Haedrich - Atlas Model Railroad, Hiroshi
Kato - Kato USA, Bud Reece - Bachmann
Industries, Terry Thompson - Kalmbach
Publishing and Phillip Walthers - WM. K.
Walthers Inc.

The World's Greatest Hobby Board of
Directors has engaged Competitive
Intelligence Advertsing Incorporated to
provide administration and promotion
assistance for the program. Competitive
Intelligence Adverting Incorporated is well
known in the industry as a successful
marketing and promotion company. They
managed the very successful World’s
Greatest Hobby on Tour shows since 2004.
They will continue to use their expertise in
marketing and public relations to take the
program to another level. Their President,
Dave Swanson, will serve as executive
director for the World’s Greatest Hobby
program.

Because of these changes there is new

http://www.greatesthobby.com/

In a quiet corner of Orland,
off the beaten track, a group
is working to re-create the
golden age of rail —in
miniature....

Show in Sequim proves model trains lures
them when they're young

Peninsula Daily News
Staring intensely at a model
Amtrak train coming around
the curve on a room-size
modular railroad layout,
Greg Scherer’s eyes
sparkled and a bright smile
lit his face at the 12th
Annual North Olympic
Peninsula Railroaders Train
Show and Swap Meet. .....

Page 3 of 4
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World's Greatest Hobby Page 4 of 4

contact information for the program. The
Website address will remain the same
www.greatesthobby.com and it will be
updated over the next few months. The new
mailing address is Worid’s Greatest Hobby -
PO Box 11, Eimhurst, IL 60126. The new e-
mail address for the administration of the
World’s Greatest Hobby is
info@greatesthobby.com. The phone
number is 630-592-1894 and the FAX
number is 630-214-4113

Please send any updates for the club, model
railroad, or hobby shop directory to
info@greatesthobby.com.

http://www.greatesthobby.com/ | 11/11/2011
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Frequently Asked Questions
Within the Frequently Asked Question section, you may find definitions of some basic model railroad
and prototype (real railroad) terms to get you started in the hobby.

We have also created a list of frequently asked hobby questions regarding garden railroads and toy
trains.

Dictionary of terms )
Model railroader questions
Toy train questions

Garden railway questions

Dictionary of terms

Accessory: an item intended to complement a toy train set but generally not included with
it, such as a switch, a building, or a trackside light. Some accessories, such as billboards,
tunnels, and many buildings, are static, while others, such as coal loaders, control towers, or
gatemen, have an operating feature.

Airbrush: A miniature paint sprayer that gives a controlled application of thinned paint.
Articulated: locomotive with a jointed frame that is flexible in at least one direction.

Benchwork: A frame that is the foundation of a model railroad or toy train layout. L girder
and open-grid are two popular types.

Block: an electrically insulated zone of track.

Body shell: the housing of a locomotive or car that covers the interior workings. Sometimes
referred to as the "cab”

CA: Short for cyanoacrylate adhesive, also known as super glue. A high-strength adhesive
that can be used on metal and styrene plastic. ‘

Cab control: A method of controlling model trains in which one power pack is used for each
train so the power pack can be connected to one set of blocks and remain disconnected
from all others. Only one engine or set of engines can be controlied in each block.
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Can motor: a permanent magnet motor enclosed in a metal "can" (housing). A can motor is
generally direct current (DC)-only.

Chassis: frame and mechanism of a locomotive or car; what the body shell sits on.
Chemically blackened: a metal part treated with chemicals to achieve a painted or
blackened look. Manufacturers use these processes on wheels, trucks, and frames.

Coil coupler: (see coupler) a toy train connecting device that uses a solenoid to open and
close it; the electricity to operate the solenoid comes via a device beneath the truck that
slides along the track, activated when a button is pushed and current is provided.

Command control: A way of controlling trains by sending electronic messages through the
rails. Each locomotive has a decoder or receiver which only responds to the messages
specifically directed to it. Engines can be controlled independently anywhere on a layout.
Also known as Digital Command Control (DCC).

Consist: Cars which make up a train; also a list of those cars. Locomotive consist is a group
of engines put together to pull a train.

Couplers: are the devices by which cars and locomotives are hooked together. The most
widely used coupler is known as a "knuckle" coupler. These generally replicate full-size
couplers as used on U.S. rolling stock. Not every knuckle couple available will mate with
every other, for a variety of reasons.

Crossover: Two turnouts (a.k.a. switches) and a connecting track that allow a train to be
diverted to a parallel track.
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Die-cast: a manufacturing process in which molten material is poured or injected into a
metal mold. The molds are always metal in this process, but the material cast may be metal
or plastic. There are other casting processes, such as sandcasting or lost-wax casting, but
these are less common.

Duckunder: An area on a layout where you must bend down and go under the benchwork
to gain access to another part of the layout.

EOT device: An end-of-train device (sometimes called a FRED, or flashing rear-end device)
that has replaced cabooses. Along with a flashing light, many EOTs can transmit information
on brake-line pressure and speed to the locomotive.

E-unit: the mechanism that provides the reverse sequence on toy trains; there are two-
position (forward-reverse) models and three-position (forward-neutral-reverse) models.

E unit: a General Motors Electro-Motive Division (EMD) six-axle streamlined passenger
locomotive of the 1930s-'60s.

EMD: abbreviation for Electro-Motive Division of General Motors, manufacturer of prototype
locomtives.

F unit: an EMD four-axle streamlined freight/passenger diesel of the 1940s and 1950s,
made in several variants.

Factory prototypeffactory sample: Manufacturers produce these preproduction models for
executives and employees so they can work out plans to design and decorate the final
model. Most prototypes/samples were never intended to leave the company, but over the
years many have made their way into the hands of collectors, giving them a glimpse of the
production process. The terms are most often used with regard to toy trains.

Factory error: usually a train with faulty paint or lettering (decoration), or a part (factory
installed) that varies from most examples. They are often worth more than a similar, but
correct, item.

Flextrack: Prefabricated fiexible sections of track used on a layout. It usually comes in
straight, 3-foot-long sections which can be bent as needed. Other kinds of track are
sectional (rigid pieces of straight and curved track that come with train sets) and handlaid
(built with handmade ties, rail, and spikes).

Frame: the base structure of a locomotive or car, without trucks, motors, etc.

Free-lance: Modeling that does not closely follow a real (prototype) railroad.

Gauge: The distance between the inside of the heads of track rails. Standard gauge on real
railroads is 4'-8 1/2". Narrow gauge means rails with a width less than standard gauge. For
example, On3 means O scale trains with 3 scale feet between the rails.

Gondola: A long, flat, open car with short sides and ends for hauling items like iron, steel,
and scrap.

Grade: refers to the level of the ground or the ground surface upon which track is laid.
Ground throw: a machine that is used to move the point rails of a switch. It is built to a low
profile, close to the ground, hence its name. An upright machine that does the same job is
called a switch stand.

Hardshell: A scenery base made by dipping paper towels in plaster or using plaster-
impregnated gauze and laying it over a light support structure like cardboard.

Heat-stamping: process of lettering using a hot metal dye and a colored tape ribbon. Heat-
stamping leaves a slight impression on plastic or metal surfaces.

Helix: A rising curve which turns around an axis like a corkscrew. Used on muitilevel model
railroad layouts to allow trains to move from one level to another.

Hi-rail: broadly speaking, hi-rail refers to modeling prototype railroading as accurately as
possible using toy trains on a layout with realistic scenery.

Homasote: A pressed paperboard often used for roadbed on a model or toy train layout.
Hopper car: An open-top car for hauling ifems that don't need protection, such as coal and
gravel. Unloaded through doors in funnel-like bins in bottom of car. Covered hoppers have
roofs and carry grain and other items that need protection from weather.

Intermodal: Shipments that are carried by more than one mode of transportation, mainly
containers and piggyback trailers.

Kitbashing: Taking one or more mode! railroad kits (often structure kits) and changing the
construction process or combining parts to make a unique model.
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Large scale: toy trains manufactured since 1970 that use No. 1 gauge track. The trains
themselves are scaled (if at all) to different ratios, including 1:22.5 (G scale, originated by
LGB and also used by Bachmann).

Live steam locomotives: model trains that run on real steam. Their boilers contain water
that is heated by a fire. The cylinders function in much the same way as a full-size
locomotive's.

Magne-Traction: Lionel's patented toy train system, dating from 1949, for increasing
locomotive traction by way of magnetized axles.

Magnetic coupler: a post-1947 Lionel toy train coupler that uses either a movable metal
plate or a metal shaft to open the coupler. A magnetic coupler requires an electromagnet to
operate.

Main line: is the primary track that defines the railway and which connects the railway's
most important destinations. It does not include spurs, branch lines, yards, sidings, or
passing tracks.

Module: A section of a layout built following a standard pattern or dimensions. Each module
can be connected interchangeably with any other module buiilt to the same standards. Ntrak
is an organization that has developed standards for N scale modules.

MOW: Maintenance-of-way equipment. Used by a railroad to keep track and roadbed in
good condition.

Operation: Running trains on a model railroad layout in a way that simulates real railroad
activity.

Passing siding: a track that parallels the main line and joins it at both ends. It is usually
long enough that an entire train can pull into it so that another may pass in the opposite
direction.

Point-to-point: a type of track plan whereby the train begins its journey at a dead end and
ends it at another. The frack does not form a continuous loop, nor are there tuming or
reverse loops at the ends.

Points: can refer to an entire switch or turnout or to the actual rails that move within a switch
to change the direction of the train, also called point rails.

Rail joiner: the device that holds rail ends together and in alignment. Commercial, sectional
track comes with slide-on joiners. Clamp-on joiners are also available.

Reefer: A refrigerator car. Similar in appearance to a boxcar but uses ice or mechanical
cooling equipment.

Reproduction: a newly manufactured model train that's closely patterned in style, color,
and materials after an older train that is long since out of production.

Roadbed: Foundation of built-up earth under tracks.

Rolling stock: Freight and passenger cars.

Running board: Walkway along roof or along sides of tank cars.

Scale: The size of things on a mode! railroad relative to things on a real railroad. For
example, in the most popular scale, HO, models are 1/87th full size. Other popular scales
are Z (1/220), n (1/160), S (1/64), and O (1/48).

Scratchbuilding: Making a model from raw materials and parts, not using kits.

Semi-scale: in toy train terminology, almost a true scale model.

Styrene: Short for polystyrene, a versatile plastic commonly used for modeling. Comes in
sheets, blocks, and rods of many different thicknesses and sizes.

Tinplate: Originally, this term came from a reference to the tin-plated steel used to construct
toy train track and cars. People outside the toy train hobby often use this term to refer to
nearly all aspects of toy trains, particularly the metal models made before World War I1.
Traction: City and suburban trolley lines; equipment run by electricity.

Train set: a train sold as such by its manufacturer, with or without track and transformer.

Transformer: strictly speaking, an electrical device for raising or lowering AC voltage, but in
toy train parlance, and AC power pack for controlling frain speed and direction.

Truck: Assembly holding a group of two or more wheelsets together beneath a car.

Turnout: A piece of track that allows a train to go from one track to another. Calied a switch
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on a real railroad. Referred to by number. For example, a no. 6 turnout spreads one unit for
each six units of travel measured from the frog (the point at which two rails join to form a V).

Universal motor: an open-frame motor that has a wire-wound armature and a wire-wound
field coil in series, allowing it to operate on AC or DC.

Variations: slightly different production versions of the same numbered set, locomotive, or
piece of toy train rolling stock. Often, the differences are slight and may involve subtle
changes in color, lettering, or detailing.

Wheelset: a pair of wheels connected by an axle.

Weathering: Making shiny new models look more realistic by dirtying them up with chalk or
paint.

Back to top
Model railroader questions

General questions

Track and roadbed

Control and electrical
Locomotives and rolling stock
Scenery

Model railroader questions

1. Why are some scales written with a lower case n, as in HOn3? Consider it a handy
abbreviation that describes not only the modeling scale but also the track gauge used for a
particular model pike. The "n" signals that it is narrow gauge - in this case, 3 feet. (Standard
gauge track has rails 4'8-1/2" apart.) Other variations include Gn3, On3, HOn2-1/2, and
Nn3.

2. Which is better, HO or N scale? Both. Each scale offers advantages that the other can't
match, and for a particular modeler, this makes all the difference in the world. HO is the
most popular and thus has the broadest availability of rolling stock, building kits, and other
scale materials needed to complete a scene. Most modelers simply like its middle-of-the-
road size. But it's difficult to run 50-car trains on even medium-sized HO layouts. In N scale,
size does matter, especially to those who simply don't have much space for a layout. And
product availability hasn't been an issue in more than a decade as the scale continues to
expand. But N scale is not for the vision impaired or for those who enjoy some "heft” in their
trains. Simply put, it's a matter of choice, not superiority.

3. What is the NMRA? The NMRA, or National Model Railroad Association, is an
organization devoted to the development, promotion, and enjoyment of the hobby. It
establishes and publishes standards and recommended practices used by the hobby
industry so, for example, cars and locomotives produced by different manufacturers are
compatible with one another. There are NMRA conventions and meetings held at the
national, regional, and local levels.

4. How do you figure grades, and how steep can they be? Expressed as a percentage,
grades indicate how steeply tracks climb. A 2 percent grade means a rise of two units for
every 100 units of travel — or simply a rise of 2 inches for 100 inches. Even at that seemingly
minuscule rise, a locomotive loses roughly half its pulling power. Each additional percent
increase reduces the pulling power of a locomotive consist pulling power by half again. The
key to determining how steep to make a grade is to decide how many cars you plan to pull
and what's practical in the available space. Realistically, anything greater than 5 percent is
asking too much from your models.

Back to top
Track and roadbed

1. What is meant by a no. 4 turnout? In a no. 4 turnout, the diverging rails are one unit
apart when measured four units past the point of the frog. Thus, for every four foot feet of
travel past the frog, the rails are one foot further apart, as long as the track stays straight. A
no. 4 is a pretty sharp turnout, and no. 6 and no. 8 tumouts, while longer, are more realistic
and reliable for model operations.

2. What is meant by "code,” as in code 40 track? The "code" is simply the rail's height in
thousandths of an inch, so code 40 rail is .040 inches high, regardless of the modeling scale
it's used in. The term is not used in prototype railroading, where rail size is typically
expressed by to by pounds per yard instead of height.

3. What is Homasote, and why do so many layout builders use it? Homasote is a
pressed paper product made by the Homasote Corp. It's recycled newsprint and comes in 4
x 8-foot sheets that are a half-inch thick. It's usually used as wall-insulating material.
Homasote's main advantage is that its density allows it to hold spikes well, yet it's soft
enough that they can be driven in with a pair of needlenose pliers. This is a particularly
attractive feature for those who handiay track.
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Homasote has its disadvantages: It has poor dimensional stability and tends to expand
when exposed to high humidity. This problem can be addressed by sealing the product with
paint or shellac. It's also difficult to cut Homasote without generating a lot of dust and dulling
saw blades. One solution is to use a knife-type blade (no teeth) in a saber saw. To find a
dealer in your area, call the Homasote Corp. at 800-257-9491.

Other roadbed options are Vinylbed (available from Hobby Innovations, P.O. Box , Mountain
City, TN 37683) and cork, available in strips from several suppliers.

4. How do you prevent derailments? Poor trackwork, faulty wheels, sharp curves, and
unrealistically high speeds are often the culprits. Checking whether the wheels and track are
in gauge (using a National Model Railroad Association standards gauge) is a logical first
step if a particular car or section of track seems to be at the center of recurring derailments.

Well-laid track is important. The rail joints should be smooth from the time you first lay the
track. Avoid S-curves; trains weren't meant to serpentine. A straight section between two
divergent curves will do wonders. More advanced trackwork methods include superelevating
curves, installing longer tumouts (no. 6 and greater), and reducing the number of rail joints
through the use of flextrack.

The trucks on your rolling stock should always swivel freely. Any build-up of grime or dirt on
wheels should be removed before it causes the car to wobble.

Speed and sharp curves don't go well together. Real trains would never be subjected to the

curves we use on model railroads, and few freight trains travel faster than an automobile on

the freeway. So a model locomotive traveling 100 scale miles per hour on a sharp curve can
easily derail.

5. How do you keep track clean? Dirt on track is caused by a mix of dust, oil, and
oxidation. Obviously a dry, dust-free environment is the best defense, and all but impossible.
A well-vacuumed carpet, a clean furnace filter and air conditioning help, but dust is an ever-
present guest. However, keeping the grease and oil from the gears of your working
locomotives from reaching the track is achievable. Never overiubricate your locomotive. The
excess will only migrate downward over time. Once the track is noticeably dirty, clean the
railheads with an abrasive block, liquid track cleaner on a lint-free cloth, or a track-cleaning
car. Excessively dirty wheels can make the track dirty in short order.

6. Do you have to solder track? Soldering track has two advantages: better electrical
conductivity and reinforced rail joints that stand up to stresses such as wood expansion,
layout moving, and rail shifting. The key to good soldering is to start with a clean surface,
use a non-acid core solder and a liquid resin flux, and use a hot iron to avoid melting the
plastic ties. Don't overdo it; a little solder at the joint is all you need.

Back to top
Control and electrical

1. How big of a power pack do | need? Remember these handy rules when purchasing a
pack: Amperes determine the amount of power. Voltage determines speed. Electrical rating
(measured in voltamps, VA, meaning volts x amps) is what matters. Any pack will work on a
big layout if enough feeder wires are attached to reduce electrical resistance and the
resulting voltage drop that slows trains down as they get farther from the power source.

A more powerful pack will be able to run more locomotives. If the amperes drawn exceed
the pack's capacity, the pack begins to overheat. The pack that comes with a starter train
set (rated as low as 7 volt-amps, or just 0.7 amps delivered at 10 volts) will run one (maybe
two) locomotives at the same time. A 14 VA pack will easily power three or four locomotives.
Don't throw away that tiny starter pack in train sets. It comes in handy for powering
accessories separate from your main power source, freeing the bigger pack to run just
locomotives.

2. How do you wire a reverse loop? The common method is to insulate the reverse loop at
both ends, run separate feeder wires from the power pack to the loop, and install a double-
pole, double-throw (DPDT) toggle switch between the power pack and the non-loop feeder
wires. While the train is in the reverse loop, you would throw the DPDT switch to reverse the
polarity on the remaining track sections, allowing the train to leave the loop with ease.

Back to top

Locomotives and rolling stock

1. What should I look for in buying an engine? Are more expensive engines better?
Modelers should consider these elements: realism, running capabilities, and level of detail.
Beyond that, you'd use the same considerations as deciding whether to buy a $1,000, a
$50, or a $5 watch. Obviously, there should be more inherent quality and value in an
expensive locomotive, but the mid-priced version is often an attractive and well-equipped
alternative. It's the inexplicably cheap one that warrants caution.

Manufacturers do make models of varying qualities. Atlas, Kato, and Life-Like (Proto 2000)
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excel in making fine plastic diesel locomotives with a high level of defail and excellent
running characteristics. Expect to pay $75 or more for those models. Athearn, Bachmann
(Spectrum), Con-Cor, and Waithers cover the middle ground with engines priced from $30 to
$70. Steam locomotives, with their array of moving valve gear and rods, cost more to
produce than the equivalent-quality diesel.

2. Should | oil my trains? Locomotives, yes. Freight and passenger cars, probably not. In
model equipment, oil's primary purpose is to reduce wear and tear on moving parts,
particularly those subjected to intense friction. Locomotives will eventually break without
proper lubrication applied to motor bearings and gears due to the constant stress they are
under to fransmit power. (It's also important to use the right lubricants on those parts for
maximum performance.)

Freight and passenger cars have friction points, but under far less stress. Today's models
reduce friction by using acetal plastic sideframes and needlepoint axles. Oiling is
unnecessary, once the oil becomes dirty and breaks down, it will actually increase friction.

3. What is a talgo truck? It's a freight or passenger car truck with the coupler mounted on
the truck frame instead of on the carbody itself. Truck-mounted couplers are common on
train set rolling stock. Advanced modelers often madify or replace talgo trucks in favor of
using body-mounted couplers for realism and reliability.

4. Should | replace my horn-hook couplers with knuckie couplers? Modelers replace
their horn-hook (HO) or Rapido-style (N) couplers for two reasons: realistic appearance and
operation. Magnetic knuckle couplers are made by Accurail, Bachmann, InterMountain,
Kadee, McHenry, and Micro-Trains.

Back to top
Scenery

1. What is Hydrocal? A trademark product of U. S. Gypsum (USG Corp.), Hydrocal
plaster's biggest advantage is its strength. Paper towels dipped in a soupy mix of Hydrocal
and applied to a structure of balled paper or interwoven cardboard strips make a remarkably
strong scenery shell. Hydrocal also takes detail very well when cast in rubber rock molds. lts
drawback is that it is more difficult to carve and detail, unlike softer molding plaster that
modelers usually prefer as the top coat on plaster scenery.

2. What is ground foam? It's just what it sounds like: ground up pieces of foam dyed to
represent grass, weeds, soil, shrubbery, and tree foliage. Woodland Scenics and AMS! are
leaders in the field, but other manufacturers offer similar products. The material can be
applied with diluted matte medium or white glue; it can also be applied directly to wet paint.

Back to top
Toy train questions

1. What's the difference between toy train operating and model railroading? Model
railroading refers to the entire hobby, one that includes both small-scale model trains and
toy trains. Some participants prefer toy-like replicas of real trains or even fanciful
representations because they look neat, feature many different colors, and bring back
memories of their youth or when raiiroads helped build the United States. -

The majority of the people involved with the toy train hobby consider themselves both
collectors and operators. Collectors cherish their vintage and recent toy trains as examples
of innovative design and manufacture. They usually display their trains on shelves or in
showcases and may study the features to learn more about their production and value.
Collectors may be generalists, who collect any type of frain that suits their fancy. Most likely,
though, they specialize and search for only those trains made by a particular company or
during a certain era. Some hobbyists, recognizing the value of their trains, sell to other
collectors and even speculate on the potential investment value of their collection.
Operators regularly take their trains out for a spin around a layout of track, often with
scenery. Most hobbyists build their own layouts, though a few have layouts constructed for
them, in basements, garages, or spare rooms in their homes.

2. Does operating toy trains involve advanced carpentry or electrical skills? You don't
have to be a highly skilled craftsman to enjoy toy trains. In fact, one of the benefits of the
hobby is that you can lean about these disciplines at any level you choose. In the course of
pursuing the hobby, many people learn about electricity, woodworking, and working with
plaster and art materials. Some may also learn about the operation and significance of real
railroads throughout American society.

Best of all, participating in the hobby enables families to spend more time together. Spouses
and children contribute time and talents to searching for a collectible or building a layout.
That's why model railroading is such a wonderful hobby.

3. What is the difference between gauge and scale? Gauge refers to the distance
between the inside edges of the running, or outside, rails on a piece of track. The most
popular gauge of track in the toy train hobby is O (pronounced "oh"), which measures 1.25
inches between the running rails.

Scale refers to the ratio of a miniature train's measurements compared to the dimensions of
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a full-sized, or prototype, train. For example, an O scale train has a 1:48 proportion to the
real thing, meaning that 1 inch on the surface of the model equals 48 inches on the surface
of the prototype train.

Toy train manufacturers generally have not made trains that are completely to scale
because doing so might increase production costs and leave the trains unable to negotiate
the sharp curves on typical layouts. Increasingly, however, firms are making trains that
deserve to be called scale models.

4. How do | determine the vaiue of my trains? First, you need to identify your trains. That
means leaming what their gauge is (measure the distance between its wheels), which
company made them, and what number was assigned to them (look for names and numbers
on the sides and bottom of models).

Second, you have to assess the condition of your trains. The Train Collectors Association
has established several grades to guide you. (From highest to lowest):

Mint: brand new, often in its original, unopened packaging with all original paperwork
included.

Like new: free of any blemishes, nicks, or scratches with original condition throughout.
Boxes in pristine condition often are sold with the item.

Excellent: exceptionally clean with minute scratches or nicks but no dents or rust.

Very good: clean, with a few noticeable scratches, but otherwise free of dents, rust, and
warping.

Good: quite a few scratches with some small dents and dirty spots.
Fair: well-scratched, chipped, dented, rusted, or warped.

Poor: particularly beat-up; these items often are used for parts or restorations.

Having identified your train and evaluated its condition, you can ascertain its value in several
ways. First, check with hobby shops that deal with toy trains. The owner or a collector may
have ideas. Second, attend swap meets and train shows and, while there, ask some of the
dealers about your trains. Third, consult price guides, which can be purchased at hobby
shops and from publishers.

Once you have ideas on what your trains are worth, you can decide whether to keep or sell
them. If you decide to sell or a retailer expresses interest in buying your trains, remember
that you're selling at wholesale. You should expect to receive about 50 percent of the value
listed in price guides because retailers expect to make some profit on the transaction when
reselling your trains.

5. What are the best places to find toy trains? Believe it or not, there are still trains
waiting to be discovered. Considering that large numbers of American households probably
had a toy train at one time, it stands to reason that many are sitill out there gathering dust in
attics or basements. The key is finding them. There are several places to look.

One of the best places for a beginner to get a feel for collecting toy trains is to visit a local
hobby shop or attend a swap meet or train show. Dealers set up tables on which they place
trains they want to sell. This is an excellent way to see merchandise before you buy. Go with
an experienced collector on your first visit and, if you decide to buy something, be prepared
to haggle over price.

A second way to acquire trains is through mail order. Select what you want from a catalog or
advertisement, mail in your payment, and receive the train you want. But be careful. Start by
asking your friends in the hobby about their mail-order experiences. Buy from mail-order
sellers familiar to you or having a good reputation. Above all, make sure the firm has a
return policy in case you're not satisfied with your purchase.

Auctions are a third place to purchase trains. Bidding is an acquired technique, however, so
study it and ask an experienced toy train auction-attending friend to go with you. A pocket
price guide also is handy to bring so you don't overspend for an item.

A fourth source for trains is estate sales and garage sales at private homes. Many times
trains found here are in better condition than those found elsewhere. Look under "Electric
Trains" or "Miscellaneous - For Sale" in the classified advertising listings in your local
newspaper. Bargains may be less common in these venues, however, because non-
hobbyists tend to think their trains are worth their weight in gold.

6. How much does it cost to get started? One of the best ways to get started in toy trains
is to purchase a set that you and your family can enjoy together, particularly around the
winter holidays. A set has everything you need to operate trains, including a locomotive,
cars, track, and a transformer to control speed and direction. Many O gauge sets can be
found for $100 to $400. If that's too steep, consider purchasing a used set from a local
hobby shop. Check the Yellow Pages or the dealer directory in the back of an issue of
Classic Toy Trains for hobby shops near you.

7. What's the difference between toy train and hi-rail layouts? Toy train layouts are
those that are not necessarily meant to look realistic. They have a playful, toy-like
appearance. Often these layouts showcase colorful trains, accessories, and vehicles placed
on indoor/outdoor carpeting. Trains for different gauges may be operated on adjacent track
systems. The result is an exciting mix of trains where operation is the focus.

Hi-rail layouts are similar to scale model railroads in that realism is the goal. Trains,
structures, scenery, and figures are all placed, painted, and detailed to look real. However,
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when it comes to track, hi-rail layouts still use three-rail (or two-rail, in the case of S gauge).

8. Who have been the major manufacturers of toy trains, past and present? Everyone
has heard of Lionel, the giant of the industry. Joshua Lionel Cowen launched the firm in
1900, later developing Standard gauge (2 1/4-inch gauge) and helping to popularize O
gauge. Lionel became the pre-eminent toy train manufacturer during the late 1940s and
'60s. In 1969, General Mills secured the rights to manufacture Lionel trains under the names
Model Products Corp. and Fundimensions. Richard Kughn acquired those rights in 1986 and
formed Lionel Trains Inc. He, in tumn, sold control in 1995 to Wellspring Associates, an
investment firm that uses the name Lionel Corp.

Also well-known is American Flyer. Founded in 1907, the American Flyer Manufacturing Co.
made windup and electric Wide gauge (the competitor to Lionel's Standard gauge) trains.
The A. C. Gilbert Co. bought the firm in 1937 and offered O and HO frains. After World War
I, Gilbert switched from O to S gauge. Lionel purchased the rights to produce American
Flyer trains after Gilbert went out of business in 1966 and introduces a few Flyer products
each year.

Marx offered affordable trains for the masses since the time its founder, Louis Marx, began
making inexpensive windup and electric trains in the early 1930s. Consumers looking to
purchase inexpensive yet aftractive metal or plastic toy trains kept Marx strong well into the
1960s. Although the original company went out of business in 1975, a new Marx Trains Inc.
makes Marx trains under license.

Before Lionel entered the scene, lves Corp. dominated the toy train manufacturing in
America. Founded in 1868, this toy firm developed a mechanical clockwork locomotive that
gave its trains the edge of self-propelled motion. Around 1900, in response to competition
from European toy makers, Ives produced colorful electric locomotives with the first
automatic reversing units. Heightened competition from Lionel and American Flyer led to
Ives declaring bankruptcy in 1928.

Among current toy train manufacturers, a few stand out. MTH Electric Trains makes detailed
O gauge trains and accessories and in recent years has built three extensive product lines
(Premier, RailKing, and Tinplate Traditions) that compete directly with Lionel.

K-Line also offers affordable O gauge trains, track, and accessories. The firm has recently
upgraded its product line with scale-detailed diesel locomotives and freight cars, die-cast
metal rolling stock, and semi-scale, die-cast metal steam locomotives.

Three other key O gauge manufacturers are Atlas O (realistic track, rolling stock, and
building kits, plus diesel and electric locomotives), Weaveir/Quality Craft Models (scale-like
brass steam locomotives, plastic diesels, and freight and passenger cars), and Williams
(locomotives and all types of rolling stock).

Two firms supply much of the new S gauge equipment. American Models offers a variety of
steam, diesel, and electric locomotives, as well as freight cars, and passenger cars. S
Helper Service has become a major manufacturer of train sets, diesels, and freight cars.

9. What kind of tools will | need? For collecting trains, no tools are really needed, although
a few screwdrivers and needle nose pliers are useful for securing parts. Anyone planning to
build a layout should obtain clamps, drill, electric saber saw, hacksaw, hammer, hot glue
gun, measuring tape, motor tool, pin vise, safety goggles, soldering iron, utility knife, and
wire strippers.

10. What types of track are there? Besides the obvious size differences between O and S
gauge toy trains, O gauge track comes in a variety of measurements that allow hobbyists to
create circles of track with different diameters and so operate frains of varying lengths and
sizes.

0-27 track means you can build a circle of track with a 27-inch diameter. Shorter
locomotives with a few cars run best on this frack. 0-31, 0-42, and O-54 track can be used
on most average-sized layouts, while O-72 track creates the largest curves for longer
locomotives and trains.

Operators seeking realistic track can select from GarGraves (available in rigid sectional or
"flexible" versions), the 21st Century Track system by Atlas O, and the Rite-Trax system
from MTH (a modular system with pre-formed plastic roadbed).

11. How do | get started operating my toy trains? Many hobbyists operate their trains on
a layout. This is, at its most basic level, a piece of piywood to which frack is screwed. Simply
placing track on carpeting, with its uneven terrain and fuzz, will wreak havoc with wheels
and engines.

Most layouts are more elaborate than just a piece of plywood. It's from that base that
hobbyists build something larger, often with varying elevations, scenery, accessories, and
structures. Then they discover just how enjoyable operating toy trains can be.

12. How can a hobby shop help me pursue the hobby? A hobby shop is an invaluable
resource to toy train hobbyists. Here you can find all the newly manufactured toy train
merchandise, from locomotives and rolling stock to accessories, structures, and scenery-
making materials for a layout. Also available are hobby-related books and magazines that
make the hobby more enjoyable and practical.

In addition, many hobby shops sell vintage trains that they've purchased from other
collectors. These facilities usually repair old and new models. The helpful, knowledgeable
people on the staff should be able to solve any problem with your trains.

13. 1 don't have a lot of room in my house. How can | be in the hobby? Lack of space
shouldn't prevent you from enjoying toy trains - just start small in your collecting or operating
goals. Find a few frains you like and display them on shelves. Then build a 3 by 6-foot or 4
by 8-foot layout. Or join a toy train modular club, which allows members to build layouts in

http://www.greatesthobby.com/wgh/MS_2249.html 11/11/2011
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smalt sections that fit together to make a larger layout.

It's best to start small and work your way up to larger layouts. Eventually you may find,
however, that your passion for trains will lead you to convert part of your basement, garage,
or attic into a room to display your collection or layout. Even better, get your family
interested in the hobby. They'll discover why toy trains are a big part of what we consider the
world's greatest hobby!

Back to top
Garden railway questions

1. What are large scale trains? "Large Scale" is a term that denotes trains that are larger
than 0 scale (1:48) but smaller than the trains that are large enough to ride on. Large-scale
trains generally run on gauge 0, gauge 1, or gauge 3 track.

2. Do you leave them outdoors all the time? Most people bring their trains indoors when
they are not running, even though most brands can withstand prolonged exposure to the
elements. Some people have built tracks that run indoors through the walls of their houses
or into an outdoor shed or storage area. However, the rest of the infrastructure-track,
bridges, buildings-stay out year round.

3. Can a garden railway be built in areas that receive snow? Certainly. A garden railway
faces all the same natural hazards as a full-size railroad, including rain, sleet, snow, and
gloom of night. That's all part of the fun. People in the northern climes often have working
snowplows to clear their lines. These can take the form of a simple wedge plow mounted to
a locomotive's pilot or to a gondola car pushed ahead of the engine, to working rotary plows
that will toss the snow 8' or more to one side.

Snow, of course, is one of those things you can't scale down. A moderate 6" snow scales
out to 12" in 1:24 scale. Keep this in mind when expecting your plow to clear the track. Also,
light, powdery snow is much easier to clear away than the wet, heavy stuff.

Sometimes there's nothing to do but get out a shovel and scrape it off yourself if you want to
run trains. Another hazard is ice on the track. This is one that is difficult to overcome, and
some days all you can do is go back indoors and finish that project you started.

4. Won't | get electrocuted if | run electricity outdoors? No. Our trains, like those in the
smaller scales, run on low-voltage DC, usually 18-24V. Thus, it is perfectly safe to run your
trains outdoors, even in the rain or snow.

However, the power pack should be kept indoors at all times and should be connected to the
mains via a ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI), which is available at your hardware store.
That way, should something malfunction within the powerpack (which is unlikely), the
breaker in the GFC! will trip and all wilf be well.

5. What's the best way to lay the track? There are many, many ways to lay track
outdoors, none of them right or wrong. The following method is similar to that of full-size
railroads.

Dig a trench 2"-3" deep along the line where you want your track to go. Fill the trench up to
the level of the bottom of the ties with crusher fines, decomposed granite, or some other
crushed rock. Do NOT use pea gravel or squeegee. This is river rock, and the stones are
round. They will roll against each other and against the track, and are unable to securely
hold the track in position. Crushed rock has "teeth" and, when tamped, will lock against itself
and the track.

Tamp the ballast with a stick or a brick to seat it and level it. Place the track in position, level
it up, and fill the trench with more ballast. The top of the ties should be even with the top of
the trench. Tamp the ballast around the ties unti! it is firm. Do this with a stick, and take your
time. It will take a while to properly ballast and tamp, but this is time well spent.

Track will change with the seasons. It will contract in the winter and expand in the summer.
The ballast method allows the track to move freely, eliminating the buckling rails and broken
ties of track rigidly fixed to a wooden or concrete base. Also, if you live in the frost belt, frost
heave will move the track around, perhaps necessitating a once-a-year realignment.
Ballasted track makes this an easy operation.

6. How do | keep the track clean? Constant cleaning of the track is probably the biggest
thing that drives people away from track power. However, track-powered railroads are
probably still the most common. Mechanical cleaners (as opposed to solvents) are still the
most effective, unless your frack is coated with oil, say from a live steam locomotive.

Start out by brushing any dirt, sand, or debris from the track with a small broom. The track
can then be cleaned. A drywall sander, which amounts to sandpaper on a stick, is a popular
way of cleaning the track, since it allows you to stand up. Scotch-brite pads from 3M also
work well.

Proprietary track cleaners, like Joe Black's sanding pad in a rolling chaésis, also work well.
These must be pushed around by hand or by a battery-powered engine until the track is
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clean enough to run a track-powered locomotive.

7. What's the best kind of rail to use? Rail for garden railroads is currently available in
aluminum, steel, brass, nickel silver, and stainless steel. Each material has its advantages
and disadvantages. There is no easy answer, because of the many interests of large-scale
hobbyists and the fact that there are many excellent products available. Talk with your local
hobby shop or make connections through garden-railway societies or modular raitway
groups in your area to find hobbyists who are willing to share their experiences. There are
many bulletin-board and chat groups on the Intemet where you can ask questions.
Conventions and hobby shows also provide resources for those in need of information.

8. | am interested in building a garden railroad with a live-steam engine. Where can |
get a kit for one or information on them? Kits are offered by Roundhouse Engineering of
England and by Aster of Japan. Aster is available in the United States through Hyde-Out
Mountain. You can visit a local hobby shop to see if they carry any of these kits, or go to the
online hobby shop assistance directory. | would also suggest a subscription to Steam in the
Garden magazine.

Back to top

Home . Sponsors :: Contact Us I Website Tools
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Home
Where Do | Go Next? o ,SPO%SO'S
Frequently Asked {0
Questions
Find a Model Railroad ® Scales And Gauges
You Can Visit @ Scale Model Trains
® Toy Train Collecting
Find a Hobby Shop ® Building A Layout
; " ® Garden Railroading
Find a Model Train ® Getting Started
Club ® Resources
® Photo Gallery
Helpful Links ® Click here to downioad booklet

How You Can Help

Model Railroading e MR To help you take the next step in your modeling,

Grow llarger image] we've compiled this list of resources as a starting

Press Room point. Here, you'll find information on train shows, publications, videos, and Web sites with
the appropriate contact information.

WGH on Tour

Hobby Shops

To find a shop in your area, check your Yellow Pages or check the hobby shop directories at
the back of most model railroad magazines. To locate a shop that offers workshops for
beginners, go to greatesthobby.com.

Train shows
ALL SCBRLES AND TYPES

There are dozens of shows held throughout the year all trains.com
across the country. Check Trains.com for details. There Pbr::itdeﬁ up-:o-me;’mt;;:puete lr;f;anlnauon
i i qr a alk scales an 'S O ns.
are several sponsors of large shows held in dlf.ferept Cities. 3 i e the latest fove releases,
Contact them directly for show times and locations: train shows, new model rallroad
products, and even fun and games for

Great Train Expo Shows, P.O. Box 725, Oswego, IL 60543, ids.

630-608-4988, gtexpo.com hobbyretailer.com

You; bef‘t resource for locating a M bout
Greenberg's Train and Toy Expo, PO Box 34, Elmhurst, L hobby shop near you or anywhere in ore about our
60126, 630-279-4087, www.greenbergshows.com Siate to ind shopm e aa, Sty of sponsors

National Train Show, (an annual show sponsored by the National Mode! Railroad
Association), 4121 Cromwell Rd., Chattanooga, TN 37421, www.nmra.org

World's Greatest Hobby on Tour, (family-oriented train shows), PO Box 11 Eimhurst,IL
60126, www.wghshow.com.

Scale Model Railroading

Publications

Model Railroader, P. O. Box 1612, Waukesha WI 53187-1612, 800-533-6644,
modelrailroader.com

Canadian Railway Modeller Magazine, Box 99 Station F, 355 Henderson Hwy, Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada, R2L 2A5, cdnrwymod.com

Mode! Railroad News, P. O. Box 1080, Merlin, OR 97532-1080, 541-955-1096,
modelrailroadnews.com

N Scale, 5811 75th Ave NE, Marysville, WA 98270, 360-658-2458, nscalemagazine.com

N Scale Railroading, P. O. Box 77296, Seattle, WA 98177-0296, 206-364-1295,
nscalerailroadn.com

http://www.greatesthobby.com/wgh/MS_ 1.html 11/11/2011



World's Greatest Hobby Page 2 of 3

Narrow Gauge & Short Line Gazette, P.O. Box 77298, Seattle, WA 98177-0296, 800-545-
4102, ngslgazette.com

Railroad Model Craftsman, P. O. Box 700, Newton, NJ 07860-0700, 973-383-3355,
rrmodelcraftsman.com

S Gaugian, 7236 W. Madison St., Forest Park, IL. 60130, 708-366-1973,
www.heimburgerhouse.com

Ztrack Magazine Ltd., 6142 Northcliff Blvd, Dublin, OH, 43016, 614-764-1703, ztrack.com

Books
Basic Model Railroading: Getting Started in the Hobby, Kalmbach Publishing Co., 800-533-
6644, hitp://iwww.kalmbachstore.com/12197 . htmi

N Scale Model Railroading: Getting Started in the Hobby, by Marty McGuirk, Kalmbach
Publishing Co., 800-533-6644, hitp:/fwww.kalmbachstore.com/12428.htmi

Videos
Building your first model railroad, presented by World's Greatest Hobby, available in DVD or
VHS, Click here to order.

Allen Keller Productions, 7410 Lebanon Church Rd., Talbott, TN 37877, 423-586-7928
allenketier.com Video tours of great layouts

Green Frog Productions Ltd., 4880 Lower Roswell Rd., Ste. 40-419, Marietta, GA 30068,
800-227-1336, greenfrog.com How-to and prototype videos

Model Railroad Scenery & Airbrushing Made Easy, presented by Model Railroadér
magazine, 800-533-6644, hitp://www.kalmbachstore.com/15060.htm!

Clubs and associations
Click here to go to the World's Greatest Hobby club directory v

National Model Railroad Association, 4121 Cromwell Rd., Chattanooga, TN 423-892-
2846, nmra.org

National Association of S Gaugers, 280 Gordon Rd., Matawan, NJ.07747, nasg.org

Ntrak, 15913 Brawner Dr., Dumfries, VA 22026, ntrak.org

Teen Association of Model Railroaders: The TAMR is an international organization run by
teens for teens for the enjoyment of the hobby. To see all the things the TAMR has to offer
you, please visit out website. www.tamr.org . The TAMR has members as young as 8 years
old and we also welcome adult members.

Podcast
Model Railcast Show, www.modelrailcast.com

Toy Trains

Publications

Classic Toy Trains, P. O. Box 1612, Waukesha, Wl 53187-1612, 800-533-6644,
classictoytrains.com

O Gauge Railroading, 33 Sheridan Rd., Poland, OH 44514, 330-757-3020, ogaugerr.com

S Gaugian, 7236 W. Madison St., Forest Park, IL 60130, 708-366-1973,
www.heimburgerhouse.com

Books

Get Started in Toy Trains, Kalmbach Publishing Co., 800-533-6644,

http/Awww kalmbachstore.com/10-8360.htmi

Greenberg Pocket Price Guides, Kalmbach Publishing Co., 800-533-6644,

hitp:/imwww kalmbachstore. oom/modeltrams-rallroadmg—toy—trams-books—greenbergs -pocket-
price-guides.himi

The O Gauge Railroading Primer, 33 Sheridan Rd., Poland, OH 44514, 330-757-3020
Videos:

-I Love Toy Trains series, TM Books & Video, Box 279, New Buffalo, Ml 43117, 800-892-
2822, hitp:/iwww.tmbv.com/

Clubs and associations
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American Flyer Collectors Club, P. O. Box 13269, Pittsburgh, PA 15243

Lionel Collectors Club of America, Business Office, P. O. Box 479, LaSalle, IL 61301,
lionelcollectors.org

Lionel Operating Train Society, P. O. Box 62240, Cincinnati, OH 45241, hitp:/iwww.lots-
trains.org/

Toy Train Collectors Society, Louis A. Bohn, 109 Howedale Dr., Rochester, NY 14616

Toy Train Operating Society, 26 W. Walnut St., Ste. 308, Pasadena, CA 91103, 626-578-
0673, ttos.org

Train Collectors Association, P. O. Box 468, Strasburg, PA 17579, 717-687-8623,
traincollectors.org

Garden Railroading

Publications

Garden Railways, P. O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612, 800-533-6644,
gardenrailways.com

Steam in the Garden, 6629 SR 38, Newark Valley, NY 13811, 607-642-8119,
hitp:/Awvww steamup.info/

Books
Garden Railroading: Getting Started in the Hobby, Kalmbach Publishing Co., 800-533-6644,
http:/ww.kalmbachstore.com{12217 htmi

How to Design and Build Your Garden Railway, by Jack Verducci, Kalmbach Publishing Co.,
800-533-6644, http://www.kalmbachstore.com/12406.html

Videos
Broadcast Images, Inc., 9340 Hazard Way, Ste. B, San Diego, CA 92123, 858-974-7999
Tours of garden railways

Digital Video Images, Inc., P. O. Box 2584, Littleton, CO 80161—2584, 303-220-8998. How-to
and prototype videos

Clubs and associations

Big Train Operator Club (BTOC), 68 Hacienda Circle,

Plantsville, CT 06479 1-860-276-9324, http://bigtrainoperator.com/

Alisting of regional and local clubs can be found in the online Ciub Directory.
Web sites

Garden Railways www.gardenrailways.com

Large Scale Central, largescalecentral.com

Large Scale Online, isol.com

myLargeScale, mylargescale.com

Small-scale live steam resources, nmia.com

Home I Sponsors ;. Contact Us :: Website Tools
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IRC HO Lost special run Class F7's
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UP City Trains
Pre-order sale ends Walthers Catalogs
Nov1l5 Reserve Now!
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Atlas O New Releases

t
NEW LOWER PRICING!+ ‘ Pre-Order Sale
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MTH ‘0" 2012 VOL 1
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up and until product becomes available but it is best to
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Sale prices expire Oct 20

San Juan Car
on3/0n30

Drop Bottom Gondola’'s

Caboose Hobbies Current Bargains

Intermountain Rlwy
Co

November Pre-Order

Sale Caboose Hobbies GiftCard

Ends November 30, 2011

New AMS G On3&0n30

on3  On30 G

Pre-Order Customers Click here to enter our store and see more
Manufacturer Announcements
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Up dated charge card
Info,
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&

Billing Address !
Pre-Buy is available-Full
Deposit at time of Order!

Walthers Sales
Currently

posted: Sept & Oct

AM ORDERS
USUALLY

SHIPPED SAME DAY !

.Informatlon

Store Policies
Shipping Policy

Friday 11 November, 2011 67969064 requests since Saturday 26 March, 2605

' :, -"o«..v::!-{é:!!;'x:,»:
500 South Broadway
Denver, Colorado, USA, 80209-4002
Hours: Mon-Fri: 10:00 - 6:00PM, Sat: 9AM - 5PM, Sun: 11:00AM - 5:00PM
Phone: (303)777-6766 - Fax: (303)777-0028 - Toll-Free(Orders Only): (800)886-1813
Email: information@caboosehobbies.com
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View Cart
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Clearance ltems

Preowned items

Vintage Train ltems

Gift Certificates
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Seatured Prodacts

Broadway Limited HO
Lionel O Scale Straight USRA 2-8-2 Light w/BCC Athearn H

Tunnel - Free Shipping - & Sound, UP #2485 Free Side Plug
6-16868 Shipping - BLI 2180 #6412
$54.95 $209.95 $

Kato N American

Freedom Train GS-4 JTT HO/N Professional
Locomotive, Road #4449 Tree, Sycamore Lionel ¢
- 1260311 1.5" (Bpk), #94315 Reefer, S
$159.95 $15.95 3«

© 2011 Train Time Hobby | 7566 South 84th | La Vista, NE 68128
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P bulpmttic s

Athearn HO lron Horse Athearn HO lron Horse Athearn H
Express Train Set - Union  Express Train Set, BNSF, Express Tr

Pacific # 1075 #1073 Fe,
$129.95 $129.95 $1
Add To Cart Add To Cart Add

Bachmann HO Scalé Red Bachmann HO Union
Rock Express Train Set - Pacific Overland Limited Kato N F7
Santa Fe, #00678 Train Set 00614 Set AT&:
$74.95 $169.95 B¢
Add To Cart Add To Cart Add
1 2 3 Next»

© 2011 Train Time Hobby | 7566 South 84th | La Vista, NE 681_28

http://www.traintimehobby.com/categories/Train-Sets/ 11/11/2011
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; B Train Sets Only

oin the Train Sets Only Loyalty Program. Click here for details.
Free Shipping on orders over $200. Click here for details.

3

ez
Help Center | Account | Shopping Cart / Check Out | Order Status
SeaI'Ch:f keyword or item #

~~~~~ oned

Use our secure
online website to
order

- or -
call us Toll Free at 1-
888-54TRAIN
(1-888-548-7246)
w/in the U.S.
or 815-462-4720
outside the U.S.

We stock a
tremendous
selection of train Click here to join our  Need help with
sets. Click here for mailing list. scales? Click here.

help and to view
our selection.

ili *FREE* Dodge
5% off Military : . (
Discount Order any item in the ]:lles$e; ;Eggglnzvzlt};
Click here for Walthers catalog, =~ IH 22222 OICELO
details. - Thomas Wooden

Railway

http://www.trainsetsonly.com/ | | | 11/11/2011
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merchandise. Offer
presented during
checkout. Hurry offer
only good while
supplies last.

Check out our special  Order the DCC-
SUPER SAVER equipped HO Scale

category for amazing Santa Fe El Capitan

limited time offers!! Set from Walthers.

We have a huge
selection of
Christmas Train Sets

Featured Items

" Bachmann - Civil War Union Lionel - 0-27 2011 NIT Limited Rapido Trains - HO RTR Wide
Train Set - HO - 00708 Edition Passenger Train Set - 6- Vision Caboose (lighted), CR

Our Price: 30169 #22137
$164.89 Our Price: Our Price:
$322.81 $46.97

NCE - PowerCab Starter Set - Lionel - 0-27 A Christmas Story Bachmann - HO Spectrum

25 Train Set - 6-30118 Dynamis Train Set, C&O -
Our Price: Our Price: 01401
$158.72 $319.81 Our Price:
$384.03

New Bright - Holiday Express Lionel - 0-27 M-7 Commuter Atlas - N Scale Code 80 Flex

G Scale Electric Train Set - Train Set, MTA/LIRR - 6-30147 Track (1)
384 Our Price: Our Price:
Qur Price: $296.14 $3.33
$179.99

http://www.trainsetsonly.com/ | 11/11/2011
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Sale items - Click to see all

ers _ Gold Line Evans 100-Ton 55' Cushion Coil Car UP HO

Sale Price:
$16.98

Walthers - Cooling Tower Kit - HO
Sale Price:
$29.98

TP
e S

hm nn - Amtrak Acela w/DCC & Pantograph Train Set HO -

01204
Sale Price:

"

althefs - Gold Line(TM) 50' Airslide(R) Covered Hopper HO -
IC
Sale Price:

$13.49

Walthers - Working traffic light - Hanging Single-Sided HO

Sale Price:
$7 49

* Walthers - Gold Line(TM) Flexi-van Flat Car w/Two Trailers HO -
NYC
Sale Price:

http://www.trainsetsonly.com/ | 11/11/2011
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$21.98
Advanced Reservations up to 10% off normal pricing - Click to see

all

Athearn - HO RTR Checker Taxi, UPS

Sale Price:
$18.38

Roundhouse - HO RTR Arch Roof Observation, CN/Cacouna
Sale Price:
$30.80

Roundhouse - HO RTR Arch Roof Baggage, PRR #394

Sale Price:
$30.80

Roundhouse - HO RTR Arch Roof Coach, RI #3033
Sale Price:
$30.80

Most popular categories:
HO Scale Train Sets

http://www.trainsetsonly.com/ 11/11/2011
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mode

Atlas Layouts - All the track and controls you need to get started with
a great Atlas layout.

O Scale Train Sets

(0% LIONEL

Have you recently given or
received a train set as a gift?

Now is a great time to purchase
additional track and accessories to
expand that set into a model
railroad. Also see our Atlas layout

packages.

Thomas, Chuggington,
Whittle Shortline, and Maxim
Wooden Railway at our
everyday low prices!!!

Secure Online Ordering using your
credit c&or PayPal Model Railroading is a fun and
. 4 constructive way for a family to
spend time together.

Start your hobby with one of our
great sets!!!

http://www.trainsetsonly.com/ | 11/11/2011



Train Sets Only - Model Railroad and Wooden Railway Page 6 of 7

This is the site to visit if you
are into model railroading or
wooden trains. If you are new
to the hobby, we welcome you
and look forward to helping
you get started. If you don't
know where to start, visit our
page on scales and check out
our extensive selection of train
sets and layout packages.

If you are already into trains,
we have what you need to
expand your hobby. From
track, scenery, and DCC to
rolling stock and locomotives;
Train Sets Only has it all.
Can't find what you are

Ilnal-ina fav 111cf orivra 11 a nall

http://www.trainsetsonly.com/ 11/11/2011
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100% Customer Satisfaction is our Goal

"Thank you for all your help, your service is highly efficient and
professional. I am sure you are going to get quite a bit of
customers from me in the future."

Duncan - London, UK

Click to see all of our testimonials

nome FFree Shipping offer valid only on orders shipping within the
Electric dgfifitiental"US. Free shipping offer not available to PO Boxes or

SALE IT

New St\K’ﬁQ(ErE\Q gddresses. Ship method and carrier chosen at Train

Atlas LGt 8o(B39ky discretion.
Power/DCC/Electrical P

Christmas Trains b
Track and Track Accs )
Scenery ]
GiftCértificates
CLEARANCE ITEMS

Freight Cars If you experience any trouble with this web site, please email the webmaster.
LAST CHANCE [
Passenger Cars ]

Diese! Locfipitiyeour Mailing List | Contact Info | Popular Searches | Site Map
Steam Locomotives ]
Accessories/Misc. ]

m@%@a@_&g@@ | New Releases | Scenery | MONTHLY SALES | About Us | Track and Track Accs | Atlas Layout
----- Package eLGift Certificates | CLEARANCE ITEMS | Freight Cars | Passenger Cars | Diesel Locomotives | Steam Locomotives |

H&pﬂ@gn% A '
»

clessories/Misc. | Policies | Help Center | Christmas Trains | Wooden Railway

About Us
Policies » Copyright 2011 - The Train Shanty, Inc.

Super Savers

http://www.trainsetsonly.com/ 11/11/2011
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Search

Train Sets Only

Retail and Consumer Merchandise * New Lenox, Illinois

Train Sets Only * Everyone (Top Po:

Post Photo

Write something...

Wall
Info Wall
Friend Activity Share:
Photos

About

Train Sets Only is an online
retailer of Model Railroad and
Wooden Railway...

More

135
like this

4

talking about this

Likes See All

Train Sets Only

We just added a new feature to our website which will show items that we have
been eagerly awaiting. They are either brand new items or items that have been
unavailable for a significant amount of time.

Now in Stock / Back in Stock
www.trainsetsonly.com

Just Arrived - Items in this category have been unavailable
for a long time and have finally arrived to us from our
suppliers. Some are newly released while others have just
been unavailable from the manufacturer.

Like - Comment - Share - October 28 at 4:56pm -

Woodland Scenics

Bachmann Trains

Athearn

Train Sets Only
Kato's N Scale Metra sets are in-stock and ready to shipi!

Kato - N MP36PH Chicago METRA Gallery Bi-Level Commuter Train
“Starter Series" 4-Car Set {381-106870
www.trainsetsonly.com

Chicago Metra Bi-Level Commuter Train-Only Set NOTE: TRACK AND POWER
PACK NOT INCLUDED Includes: 1 x MP36PH Locomotive Chicago Metra #427
1 x Gallery Bi-Level Coach Chicago M - Kato - N MP36PH Chicago METRA
Gallery Bi-Level Commuter Train "Starter Series” 4-Car Set - (381-1...

Like - Comment * Share - October 20 at 5:06pm -

Model Railroader
magazine

Atlas Model
Railroad
Company, Inc.

Create a Page
Get Updates via RSS

Train Sets Only

Bachmann HO Scale Train Sets
www.trainsetsonly.com

Some new Bachmann HO sets have arrived including the
Civil War sets, Santa Special Train Set, Rail Chief Train Set,
and the Durango & Silverton Train Set.

Like - Comment * Share * October 20 at 5:02pm °

Report Page
Share

Train Sets Only

Lionel - 0-27 2011 NJT Limited Edition Passenger
Train Set - 6-30169 (434-630169)
www.trainsetsonly.com

N3 TRANSIT is the nations largest statewide public
transportation system providing more than 895,000 weekday

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Train-Sets-Only/19107919757... 11/11/2011
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First Hobby
Phone: 512-271- Email:
8266 sales@firsthobby.com
Shop Welcome to First Hobby. First Hobby offers model trains, radio
Trains control and other hobby products at discount prices, in a wide
Radio variety of popular sizes and brands. We have products for
Control everyone from the beginner to the expert.
Models M
DEOC ore October-November ,
Slot Cars announcements Athearn
) October new product
Information announcements.
IICart
Check Out
Broadway Limited e HO Genesis GP15-1 & GP15T
Profile e HO Paragon2 Baldwin Centipede e HO RTR SD45
e HO RTR 50' Combo Door Box
Search Walthers ‘ Car
e HO 23,000 Gallon Funnel-Flow || e HO RTR 33900 Gallon LPG
Contact Tank Car Tank Car
e HO Hi-Cube Paper Service Box e HO RTR UPS 28' Drop Sill
Privacy Car Parcel Trailer
Policy e HO Wood Chip Hopper e HO RTR UPS 28' Container &
| Chassis
Home Fox Valley Models e HO RTR UPS Cars
e N ES44AC & ES44DC e HO RND Arch Roof Passenger
Cars
e HO RND Overton Passenger
Cars
e N F59PHI
e N Bombardier Commuter Cars
More October Atlas
announcements. October new product
announcements.

http://www.firsthobby.com/store1/default.asp | 11/11/2011



First Hobby - Model Trains - Radio Control - And More Page 2 of 2

MTH
) é{;)wilezs o HO 45' Pines Trailers
e HO C630 e HO Thrall 2743 Gondola

e HO 1932 ARA Box Cars

Fox Valley Models
e HO B&O Wagontop Box Car
e N B&O Wagontop Box Car

e N 42' Coil Steel Car
e N 45' Pines Trailers
e N 1932 ARA Box Cars
e N Structures

©Copyright 2001-2010 First Hobby, Inc.

http://www.firsthobby.com/store 1/default.asp | 11/11/2011
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The #1 online destination for train enthusiasts

Welcome to the online home of Kalmbach Publishing's five railroading-related
magazines. Whether you're here to read the latest railroad news or to explore the
hobby of model trains, we have something for every rail enthusiast. Here you can
browse our sites, sign up for free newsletters, and more!

To view a video introduction to model trains with actor Michael Gross, click here.
Learn more about our magazines

Model Model Railroader magazine — HO, N, O, Z, and
G?az!rmader more!

Model Railroader is the world's leading model train magazine, and MR
covers every scale! Each issue brings you step-by-step modeling
projects, photo tours, and track plans that will help you build a great
model railroad. Plus we review the latest trains, track, and structures
from Atlas, Athearn, Bachmann, Kato, MTH HO, Walthers, and more!

Trains — the magazine of railroading

Trains magazine covers the broad spectrum of railroading with
authoritative content, dazzling photography, and a mix of content
designed to appeal to everyone. From expert analysis of the latest
news to in-depth stories on railroading's rich history. Trains has it all.

http://trc.trains.com/ o - 11/11/2011
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CLASSIC TOY:
TRAINS : R
wdl CLASSIC TOY TRAINS magazine features great how-to info about
building and operating O and S gauge train layouts plus track plans and
repair and maintenance tips. Whether you're interested in Lionel,
American Flyer, MTH, Williams, Atlas O, or other great toy trains, we
have them!

Classic Toy Trains magazine — O gauge & S

Garden

Garden Railways magazine — G and large scale

Garden Railways has been the leading magazine devoted to the hobby
of outdoor, large-scale model railroading for more than 25 years. We'll
show you how to build your dream railway plus we review the latest G
and large scale trains from LGB, Bachmann, Aristo-Craft, USA,
Accucraft, and others.

Classic Trains magazine — the golden years

. Classic Trains is a quarterly magazine celebrating the "golden years of
railroading." Each issue covers the North Am