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GM Woes Won't Disrupt Pontiac Parts Supplies

Noted Catalog Supplier Classic Industries Receiving Numerous Calls from Worried Hobbyists

HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA (April 28, 2009) – While auto enthusiasts lament the problems within GM

and most recently, the loss of Pontiac, Classic Industries, the leader in GM restoration parts and accessories,

has assured customers that the demise of one of GM’s most popular brands will have no affect on its supply of

Classic GM, GMC or Pontiac Firebird restoration parts.

Since rumors of GM’s most recent Pontiac division closure became public, Classic Industries has received

countless calls and emails from worried customers expressing concern regarding the future supply of parts for

collectible GM and GMC vehicles, including the iconic Firebird muscle car. Classic Industries’ call center

personnel are now reassuring hobbyists that there is no need to worry and that the company will continue

reproducing and distributing original GM parts and accessories.

“This is a sad day for General Motors and for Pontiac,” said Classic Industries CEO, Jeff Leonard. “But GM's

decision will have no affect on our supply of classic GM and Pontiac parts. Nearly all of our GM-licensed

restoration parts are sourced outside GM. Firebird fans need not worry. There will be no interruption of Pontiac

restoration parts made and marketed by Classic Industries.”

Classic Industries offers a wide-range of GM-licensed parts and accessories for Chevrolet Camaro, Impala and
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Nova, plus Pontiac Firebird and GM pickup models from the 1940’s through 2008. The CI Pontiac Firebird

catalog, for example, boasts more than 900 pages. All Classic Industries parts meet or exceed

OEM-specifications.

The closure of Pontiac has also raised the possibility that Classic Industries could also gain access to original GM

tooling. While this is a possibility in any restructuring, Leonard said, he hoped that GM would retain use of the

tooling, as well as the employees that operated them. It is after all, Leonard noted, “a legendary American

brand.”

Over the years, most Detroit OEMs, including GM and Pontiac, have outsourced many – if not all – older

restoration parts.

Classic Industries is the recognized leader in GM restoration for classic Camaro, Firebird, Nova, Impala and GM

pickup trucks from the 1940’s through the 2008 year range. With 30 years of experience, Classic Industries is

the largest distributor of reproduction and original GM parts and accessories in the world. In addition, Classic

Industries also offers many popular brands GM enthusiasts rely on, such as OER, Air Ride, B&M, Chris Alston’s

Chassisworks, Edelbrock, officially licensed Yenko products and many more. Visit Classic Industries on the web

at www.classicindustries.com for more.
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DON YENKO the man
( Page Last Updated 08/16/2009 )

The standard Don Yenko publicity photo.

Who was Don Yenko? Well, he was an adventurer, a dreamer, a guy that really liked to get

things done and have fun while he was doing it.

Don was born on May 27, 1927 in Monongahela Pennsylvania of Frank & Martha Yenko. He

helped his mom & dad at their Chevrolet dealership in Bentleyville for years and as a young

boy found his love for flying. He graduated Bentleyville High School and went on to graduate

Pennsylvania State University. He served as a meteorologist in the USAF and came back

home to Canonsburg, where his dad had opened Yenko Chevrolet on Pike Street.

He loved Corvettes and racing them. The dealership became a center for high performance

Corvettes in the 50’s and Don was in the midst of it. In the 60’s he road raced the early model

Corvair and by the middle of the decade decided to create some competition using the all

new redesigned for 1965 Corvair.

The Stinger was born in late 1965, early 1966 and was an unqualified success. He next took

on Chevrolet’s new Camaro and succeeded with that. Later on the Nova, Chevelle, Vega, and

Citation all fell under the touch of Don. The last few years of his life found him playing with

Porsches and Hondas.

Everyone who met Don noted the fun he had with them, whether it was him playing jazz

piano, riding dirt bikes, flying, driving, or whatever… He died while on a business trip flying his

Cessna 210M from Clarksburg to Charleston West Virginia on March 5, 1987. He will always

be missed by his many friends, family, and hordes of high performance automobile lovers the

world over…
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