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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer Information

Name American Telangana Association

Entity not-for-profit corporation Citizenship ILLINOIS

Address 829 Lewisburg Lane
Aurora, IL 60504
UNITED STATES

Attorney informa-
tion

Nicholas S. Lee
Bishop Diehl & Lee, Ltd.
1475 East Woodfield Road, Suite 800
Schaumburg, IL 60173
UNITED STATES
Email: nlee@bdl-iplaw.com, cmarcello@bdl-iplaw.com, swhite@bdl-iplaw.com
Phone: 8479699123

Applicant Information

Application No 87353692 Publication date 02/13/2018

Opposition Filing
Date

03/14/2018 Opposition Peri-
od Ends

03/15/2018

Applicant American Progressive Telugu Association
15911 E Boxthorn St.
Wichita, KS 67228
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 035. First Use: 2008/02/01 First Use In Commerce: 2008/02/01
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Association services, namely, promotingthe
interests of Telugu speaking peoplein the USA across all states

Class 036. First Use: 2008/02/01 First Use In Commerce: 2008/02/01
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Philanthropic services concerning monetary
donations for supporting and connecting all Telugu speaking people in the USA across all states

Class 041. First Use: 2008/02/01 First Use In Commerce: 2008/02/01
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Organizing and hosting of cultural events
and exhibitions for connecting all Telugu speaking people in the USA across all states

Grounds for Opposition

The mark is deceptively misdescriptive Trademark Act Section 2(e)(1)

Attachments 20180314 Complete Opposition 002113 W0008.pdf(1382117 bytes )

Signature /Nicholas S. Lee/
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE BEFORE THE 

TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

In the matter of trademark application Serial No. 87/353,692 

For the mark AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU ASSOCIATION 

Published in the Official Gazette on February 13, 2018 

 

 

AMERICAN TELANGANA 

ASSOCIATION, 
 

  Opposer, 

 

v.  

 

AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU 

ASSOCIATION,  

 

  Applicant. 

 

 

 

Proceeding Number ______________ 

 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

 Opposer, American Telangana Association (“Opposer”), is an Illinois not-for-profit 

corporation having a business address at 829 Lewisburg Lane, Aurora, IL 60504.  

The above-identified Opposer believes that it will be damaged by the registration of U.S. 

Trademark Application Serial No. 87/353,692 for the mark “AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE 

TELUGU ASSOCIATION” by American Progressive Telugu Association (“Applicant”) and 

hereby opposes same.  

 As ground for the opposition, Opposer states as follows:  

1. Opposer is a non-profit that provides social association and club services for the 

purposes of promoting Telanganite cultural heritage maintaining the identity of people of 

Telanganite origin.  Telangana is a region in India. 
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2. According to the subject application, Applicant is a Kansas non-profit corporation 

having a business address at 15911 E. Boxthorn St., Wichita, Kansas 67228. 

3. On March 1, 2017, Applicant filed a use-based application for the mark  

“AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU ASSOCIATION” for the following services:  

a) IC 035: Association services, namely, promoting the interests of Telugu speaking 

people in the USA across all states.  

b) IC 036: Philanthropic services concerning monetary donations for supporting and 

connecting all Telugu speaking people in the USA across all states.  

c) IC 041: Organizing and hosting of cultural events and exhibitions for connecting 

all Telugu speaking people in the USA across all states. 

4. Applicant claimed a date of first use and first use in commerce for all three 

classes of February 1, 2008.  The application was assigned Serial No. 87/353,692.  The mark 

published for opposition on February 13, 2018. 

5. The phrase “American Progressive Telugu Association” is merely descriptive of, 

if not a generic term for, Applicant’s services. 

6.  Applicant promotes its services in America, as is implicit in a domestic 

trademark application before the USPTO.  Additionally, Applicant’s services are described as 

being provided “in the USA across all states” for all three applied-for classes. 

7. Applicant’s services, as defined in the subject application, are: 

a) “Association services, namely, promoting the interests of Telugu speaking 

people in the USA across all states.” – Class 35 

b) “Philanthropic services concerning monetary donations for supporting and 

connecting all Telugu speaking people in the USA across all states” – Class 36 
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c) “Organizing and hosting of cultural events and exhibitions for connecting all 

Telugu speaking people in the USA across all states” - Class 41 

8. In other words, Applicant provides association services to promote and progress 

the Telugu culture in the United States – i.e., they are an American, progressive, Telugu 

association. 

9. “Promoting,” as used in Applicant’s description of services, means “advancing.” 

10. “Progressive” and “progress” both refer to advancing or gradual betterment, see 

Exhibit A, and are thus synonymous with “promoting.” 

11. Accordingly, “AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU ASSOCIATION” is a 

generic phrase for Applicant’s services. 

12. Alternatively, “AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU ASSOCIATION” is 

merely descriptive of Applicant’s services. 

13. Therefore, registration of “AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU 

ASSOCIATION” is prohibited under Section 2(e)(1) of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(e)(1). 

14. Applicant’s purported mark “AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU 

ASSOCIATION” has not acquired secondary meaning and is not entitled to registration under 

Section 2(f), 15 U.S.C. § 1052(f).  This is clear at a minimum because Applicant is not the only 

user of this designation.  See, e.g., Application Ser. No. 87/369,128 (“American Progressive 

Telugu Association” by the American Progressive Telugu Association a/k/a APTA located in 

Bolingbrook, IL). 

15. Because Opposer also deals in association services for people of Indian cultural 

heritage, it competes with Applicant and will therefore be harmed if Applicant is permitted to 

register a descriptive or generic term.  At a minimum, Opposer will be harmed because it will not 
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be able to use the term “AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU ASSOCIATION” or any 

similar term to describe their services. 

16. For the reasons set forth this Notice of Opposition, Opposer will be directly 

harmed should Applicant’s application mature into a registration.  Accordingly, Opposer 

requests and prays that Applicant’s application for “AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU 

ASSOCIATION”, Serial No. 87/353,692, be denied registration. 

WHEREFORE, in view of the foregoing, Opposer American Telangana Association 

alleges that it will be damaged should the “AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE TELUGU 

ASSOCIATION” mark eventually proceed to registration and hereby opposes same.  The filing 

fee for the Notice is submitted with this Notice.  Any additional amounts may be charged to 

Deposit Account No. 504487. 

DATED: March 14, 2018 Respectfully submitted, 

      

 By: /Nicholas S. Lee/   

  Nicholas S. Lee 

  nlee@bdl-iplaw.com  

  Stephanie N. White 

  swhite@bdl-iplaw.com  

BISHOP DIEHL & LEE, LTD. 

1475 E. Woodfield Rd., Suite 800 

Schaumburg, IL  60173 

Phone: (847) 969-9123 

Fax: (847) 969-9124 

 

Attorney for Opposer American Telangana 

Association 
  

mailto:nlee@bdl-iplaw.com
mailto:swhite@bdl-iplaw.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned here by certifies that the following parties were served with a copy of 

this document via electronic mail and via certified mail, return receipt requested, this March 14, 

2018. 

Applicant’s Attorney of Record 

 

Matthew G. Minder (bcipdocketing@bryancave.com) 

Bryan Cave LLP 

211 North Broadway, Suite 3600 

St. Louis, MO 63102 

 

/Nicholas S. Lee/   

Nicholas S. Lee 
 



 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 
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