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Nicole Thier, Paralegal Specialist:

The Opposer (plaintiff) identified above has filed a notice of opposition to the
registration sought by the above-identified application filed by Applicant
(defendant). Opposer has certified that it served a copy of the notice of opposition
on Applicant, or its attorney or domestic representative of record, as required by
Trademark Rule 2.101(a). The electronic version of the notice of opposition, and of
the entire proceeding, is viewable on the Board’s web page via the TTABVUE link:
http://ttabvue.uspto.gov/ttabvue/.

APPLICANT MUST FILE AND SERVE ANSWER

As required in the schedule set forth below, Applicant must file an answer
within forty (40) days from the mailing date of this order. (For guidance
regarding when a deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday or federal holiday, see
Trademark Rule 2.196.) Applicant’s answer must comply with Fed. R. Civ. P. 8(b),
must contain admissions or denials of the allegations in the notice of opposition, and
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wait until the last date of a deadline for filing papers. The Board may decline to
consider any untimely filing.

OPPOSER’S OBLIGATION IF SERVICE IS INEFFECTIVE

If a service copy of the notice of opposition is returned to Opposer as undeliverable
or Opposer otherwise becomes aware that service has been ineffective, Opposer
must notify the Board in writing within ten (10) days of the date on which Opposer
learns that service has been ineffective. Notification to the Board may be provided
by any means available for filing papers with the Board, but preferably should be
provided by written notice filed through ESTTA. For guidance regarding
notice of ineffective service, see Trademark Rule 2.101(b) and TBMP § 309.02(c)(1).

While Opposer is under no obligation to search for current correspondence address
information for, or investigate the whereabouts of, any Applicant Opposer is unable
to serve, if Opposer knows of any new address information for the Applicant,
Opposer must report the address to the Board. If an Opposer notifies the Board
that a service copy sent to an Applicant was returned or not delivered, including
any case in which the notification includes a new address for the Applicant
discovered by or reported to Opposer, the Board will give notice under Trademark
Rule 2.118.

FORMAT FOR ALL FILINGS

Trademark Rule 2.126 sets forth the required form and format for all filings. The
Board may decline to consider any filing that does not comply with this rule,
including, but not limited to motions, briefs, exhibits and deposition transcripts.

CONFERENCE, DISCOVERY, DISCLOSURE AND TRIAL SCHEDULE

Time to Answer 4/26/2016
Deadline for Discovery Conference 5/26/2016
Discovery Opens 5/26/2016
Initial Disclosures Due 6/25/2016
Expert Disclosures Due 10/23/2016
Discovery Closes 11/22/2016
Plaintiff's Pretrial Disclosures 1/6/2017
Plaintiff's 30-day Trial Period Ends 2/20/2017
Defendant's Pretrial Disclosures 3/7/2017
Defendant's 30-day Trial Period Ends 4/21/2017
Plaintiff's Rebuttal Disclosures 5/6/2017
Plaintiff's 15-day Rebuttal Period Ends 6/5/2017
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ACR cases and suggestions, are available at the Board's webpage, at:

http://ww =t ~ofes Joes e s oo -~ [appeal/ind ex. sp.

DISCOVERY AND INTERLOCUTORY PROCEDURES

For guidance regarding discovery, see Trademark Rule 2.120 and TBMP Chapter
400, regarding the deadline for and contents of initial disclosures, see Trademark
Rule 2.120(a)(2) and TBMP § 401.02, and regarding the discoverability of various
matters, see TBMP § 414. Certain provisions of Fed. R. Civ. P. 26 are applicable in
modified form. The interlocutory attorney has discretion to require the parties, or
to grant a request made by one or both parties, to resolve matters of concern to the

Board, or a contested motion, by telephone conference. See Trademark Rule
2.120(31)(1) and TBMP § 502.06(a).

TRIAL

For guidance regarding trial and testimony procedures, see Trademark Rules 2.121,
2.123 and 2.125, as well as TBMP Chapter 700. The parties should review
authorities regarding the introduction of evidence during the trial phase, including
by notice of reliance and by taking testimony from witnesses. For instance, any
notice of reliance must be filed during the filing party's assigned testimony period,
with a copy served on all other parties, and any testimony of a witness must be both
noticed and taken during the party's testimony period. A party that has taken
testimony must serve on each adverse party a copy of the transcript of such
testimony, together with copies of any exhibits introduced during the testimony,
within thirty (30) days after completion of the testimony deposition.

Briefs shall be filed in accordance with Trademark Rules 2.128(a) and (b). An oral
hearing is not required, but will be scheduled upon request of any party, pursuant

to Trademark Rule 2.129. For guidance regarding briefing and an oral hearing, see
TBMP §§ 801-802.

PARTIES NOT REPRESENTED BY COUNSEL

This proceeding is similar to a civil action in a federal district court. The Board
strongly advises all parties to secure the services of an attorney who is familiar
with trademark law and Board procedure. Strict compliance with the Trademark
Rules of Practice and, where applicabie, the Federal Ruies of Civil Procedure, is
required of all parties, whether or not they are represented by counsel. Parties not
represented by such an attorney are directed to read the Frequently Asked

Questions, available at the Board’s web page:
http://rr=== = spto.gov/trademarks/process/appeal/index.jsp.

PARTIES MUST NOTIFY BOARD OF OTHER PENDING ACTIONS

If the parties are, or during the pendency of this proceeding become, parties in
another Board proceeding or a civil action involving the same or related marks, or
involving any issues of law or fact which are also in this proceeding, they shall
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notify the Board immediately, so the Board can consider whether consolidation
and/or suspension of proceedings is appropriate. See TBMP § 511.






