
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
      Mailed:  December 8, 2015 
 

Opposition No. 91223615 

Microsoft Corporation 

v. 

LG Electronics Inc. 
 
 
Lalita Greene, Paralegal Specialist: 
 

Opposer’s consented motion, filed November 9, 2015, to suspend proceedings 

to accommodate the parties’ efforts to settle this matter is denied. 

  While the Board is liberal in granting suspensions or extensions of time to 

answer, when requested to accommodate settlement, the Board is not liberal in 

granting suspensions or extensions of time to suspend for settlement after the 

answer is filed but prior to the parties’ discovery conference. The “Miscellaneous 

Changes to Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Rules,” 72 Fed. Reg. 42242, 

42245 (August 1, 2007), provides: 

if a motion to extend or suspend for settlement 
talks, arbitration or mediation is not filed prior 

 to answer, then the parties will have to proceed, 
after the answer is filed, to their discovery 
conference, one point of which is to discuss 
settlement. It is unlikely the Board will find 
good cause for a motion to extend or suspend for 
settlement if the motion is filed after answer but 
prior to the discovery conference, precisely 
because the discovery conference itself provides 
an opportunity to discuss settlement. 
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The Board does not find good cause to suspend for settlement herein because 

the discovery conference itself provides an opportunity to discuss settlement.  

Inasmuch as the motion does not provide any compelling reason for 

suspension, it is (as indicated above) denied. The parties must hold the mandatory 

settlement and discovery conference. If, after the conference, the parties are 

interested in a suspension of proceedings, the Board will consider such a 

request upon the filing of a new motion. Dates remain as set in the institution 

order. 


