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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following parties oppose registration of the indicated application.

Opposers Information

Name Micro Matic USA, Inc.

Entity Corporation Citizenship Delaware

Address 2386 Simon Court
Brooksville, FL 34606
UNITED STATES

Name Micro Matic USA, LLC

Entity Limited Liability Company Citizenship Delaware

Address 2386 Simon Court
Brooksville, FL 34606
UNITED STATES

Attorney informa-
tion

Ryan M. Corbett
Burr & Forman LLP
201 North Franklin Street, Suite 3200
Tampa, FL 33602
UNITED STATES
rcorbett@burr.com Phone:(813) 367-5740

Applicant Information

Application No 79148013 Publication date 12/09/2014

Opposition Filing
Date

01/08/2015 Opposition Peri-
od Ends

01/08/2015

International Re-
gistration No.

1159514 International Re-
gistration Date

04/16/2013

Applicant Taizhou TALOS Sanitary Co., Ltd.
Longxixiang Industrial Park,

CHINA

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 007. First Use: 0 First Use In Commerce: 0
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Apparatus for drawing up beer under pres-
sure; aerated beverages making machines; bottle washing machines; beer brewing machines; aer-
ated water making apparatus; mineral water making machines; aeratedbeverage preparation ma-
chines, electromechanical; beer pumps; valves parts of machines; pressure regulating valves as
parts of machines

Grounds for Opposition

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act section 2(d)

http://estta.uspto.gov


Mark Cited by Opposer as Basis for Opposition

U.S. Application/ Registra-
tion No.

NONE Application Date NONE

Registration Date NONE

Design Mark

Goods/Services Products and services rendered in the draught beer distribution in-
dustry.

Attachments Micro Matic - Notice of Opposition Filing.pdf(1275868 bytes )
Micro Matic - Current Mark1.jpg

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by First Class Mail on this date.

Signature /Ryan M. Corbett/

Name Ryan M. Corbett

Date 01/08/2015
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

In the matter of Application Serial No. 79/148,013 
Filed on April 11, 2014 

Published in Official Gazette on December 9, 2014 
Mark: MICRO MATIC  

(International Class 007) 

 

MICRO MATIC USA, INC., 
MICRO MATIC USA, LLC, 

      Opposers, 

v. 

TAIZHOU TALOS SANITARY CO., 
LTD., 

      Applicant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 

 

Opposition No. _______________________ 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

Micro Matic USA, Inc. and Micro Matic USA, LLC (collectively, “Micro Matic” or 

“Opposers”) hereby give notice that they oppose registration on either the Principal or 

Supplemental Register of the applied-for mark MICRO MATIC, Serial No. 79/148,013 (filed 

April 11, 2014) (“Applicant's Mark”).  Opposers believe that they will suffer irreparable harm 

and damage if Applicant's Mark is registered.  In support of its opposition, Micro Matic states as 

follows: 

1. Micro Matic USA, Inc. was incorporated under the laws of the State of Delaware 

on September 25, 1984.  Micro Matic USA, Inc.’s national headquarters are located at 2386 

Simon Court, Brooksville, Florida 34606. 
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2. Micro Matic USA, LLC is a Delaware limited liability company formed on 

December 21, 2001, and has its primary place of business at 2386 Simon Court, Brooksville, 

Florida 34606. 

3. Micro Matic USA, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Micro Matic A/S, a 

Danish corporation located at Holkebjergvej 48, 5250 Odense SV, Denmark.   

4. Micro Matic USA, LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Micro Matic USA, Inc. 

5. Upon information and belief, Taizhou TALOS Sanitary Co., Ltd. (“Applicant”) is 

a Chinese Corporation located at Longxixiang Industrial Park, Yuhuan Town, 317600 Zhejiang, 

China. 

6. Micro Matic has been operating in the draught beer industry since at least 1974 

and using the mark “Micro Matic” since at least as early as 1988.  Micro Matic has become an 

industry leader in providing commercial and residential bar equipment, including tower 

dispensers, refrigeration equipment, beer regulators, kegerators, beer line cleaning equipment, 

among other draught beer-related products.  Micro Matic currently has locations in Florida, 

Pennsylvania, California, and Illinois, and has substantial portion of the beer tap market selling 

to customers across the United States. 

7. Since as early as 1988, significantly prior to Applicant’s filing date (April 11, 

2014) and, upon information and belief, Applicant’s first date of use in commerce, Micro Matic 

has been using and continues to use the trademark MICRO MATIC in connection with the sale 

of draught beer chilling and dispensing equipment.  

8. Micro Matic owned U.S. Trademark Reg. No. 1,564,202 for MICRO MATIC 

USA, which was filed on February 10, 1989, for use in connection with hand tools for tapping 

kegs of beer and dispensing beer.  Although the mark was canceled in 1996 for failure to file a 
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declaration of use pursuant to Section 8(a)(2) of the Trademark Act, Micro Matic has continued 

to use the MICRO MATIC USA mark since 1988 in connection with draught beer products.     

9. As a result of the high quality of Micro Matic's products and services rendered in 

the draught beer distribution industry and the extensive promotion and public acceptance thereof, 

Micro Matic has gained significant and valuable goodwill for its MICRO MATIC mark. 

10. Opposers’ MICRO MATIC mark is known generally to the public to identify 

Micro Matic's goods and services and to distinguish them from the products and services of 

others.  Opposers’ MICRO MATIC mark functions as an indicator of origin for Micro Matic's 

products and services, and is exclusive property of Micro Matic. 

11. On April 11, 2014, Applicant filed an application to register the mark MICRO 

MATIC (U.S. Serial No. 79/148,013) with the United States Patent and Trademark Office for an 

apparatus for drawing up beer under pressure, beer pumps, and pressure regulating valves, 

among other beer and liquid dispensing products.   

12. Applicant’s application describes Applicant’s mark as consisting of “the wording 

‘MICRO MATIC’ and two water drop shaped designs.”  Color is not claimed as a feature of 

Applicant’s mark.  Opposers’ current MICRO MATIC mark and its previously registered mark, 

MICRO MATIC USA, both include identical wording “MICRO MATIC” and two water drop 

shaped designs.   

13. Applicant’s mark is identical to Opposers’ MICRO MATIC mark and nearly 

identical to Opposers’ previously registered MICRO MATIC USA mark.  The identical nature of 

the words and similarity of the design elements between Applicant’s mark and Opposers’ 

MICRO MATIC marks is such that a substantial likelihood of confusion will arise if Applicant’s 
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mark is allowed to register.  Copies of Opposers’ currently used and previously registered 

MICRO MATIC marks and the Applicant's mark are shown below.   

Opposers’ MICRO MATIC Mark 

 

Opposers’ Previously Registered MICRO MATIC USA Mark (U.S. Trademark 
Reg. No. 1,564,202) 

 

 

 

Applicant's Proposed Mark 

 

14. These examples illustrate that the fonts used in the marks are essentially identical, 

with both marks depicted in a block, all caps format, and two identically shaped water drop 

designs.  The identical term, common font, and identical water drop shapes shared by Opposers’ 
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marks and Applicant’s mark are such that a consumer is likely to believe there is a connection 

between the marks and/or the products and services they represent.   

15. The similarity of the goods and services covered by Applicant’s mark also 

engenders a likelihood of confusion.  Applicant’s description of the goods and services covered 

by Applicant’s mark recites: “Apparatus for drawing up beer under pressure; aerated beverages 

making machines; bottle washing machines; beer brewing machines; aerated water making 

apparatus; mineral water making machines; aerated beverage preparation machines, 

electromechanical; beer pumps; valves parts of machines; pressure regulating valves as parts of 

machines.”  Similarly, Micro Matic sells kegerators for dispensing draft beer, beer pumps, and 

regulators for regulating pressure, screenshots of which are shown in Exhibit A.  The clear 

overlap between the products covered by Applicant’s mark and those products covered by Micro 

Matic’s mark further demonstrates that consumers are likely to be confused and believe that the 

respective goods originate from the same source.   

16. Both Applicant and Micro Matic market their goods to the general public, 

meaning both marks will be encountered by the same consumers.     

17. In 2012, Opposers discovered that Applicant was using the MICRO MATIC mark 

to advertise Applicant’s company and Applicant’s products, without Opposers’ permission.  

Micro Matic’s Chinese counsel sent Applicant a letter on July 19, 2012 demanding that 

Applicant immediately stop using the MICRO MATIC mark.  A copy of Micro Matic’s July 19, 

2012 letter to Applicant is attached hereto as Exhibit B.  Accordingly, Applicant had actual 

notice of Opposers’ MICRO MATIC mark at least by July 2012, and has acted in bad faith by 

(1) adopting Applicant’s mark for use in selling draught beer equipment, and (2) attempting to 

register the MICRO MATIC mark. 
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18. Micro Matic will be damaged by the registration of Applicant’s mark because the 

mark and its associated goods and services so resembles Micro Matic’s mark and the associated 

goods and services that there will be confusion, mistake and deception in the marketplace.  

19. Persons familiar with Micro Matic are likely to believe erroneously that 

Applicant’s goods and services are offered by Micro Matic or are authorized, licensed, endorsed 

or sponsored by Micro Matic, and registration of Applicant’s Mark on the Principal or 

Supplemental Register will be inconsistent with Opposers’ rights in its MICRO MATIC marks.   

20. For the foregoing reasons, the registration sought by Applicant is contrary to the 

provisions of Sections 2(a) and/or (d) of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(a), and Opposers 

believe it would be damaged thereby.  

WHEREAS, Opposers request that Applicant’s Application Serial No. 79/148,013 be 

refused registration and this Notice of Opposition be sustained in favor of Opposers. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

  
       /Ryan M. Corbett/ 
       __________________________ 

India E. Vincent 
BURR & FORMAN LLP 
420 North 20th Street 
Suite 3400 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203  
(205) 458-5284 
 
Ryan M. Corbett 
BURR & FORMAN LLP 
201 North Franklin Street 
Suite 3200 
Tampa, Florida 33602  
(813) 367-5740 
 
Attorneys for Opposers 

Date: January 8, 2015   
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I served the foregoing Notice of Opposition on the attorney of record 
for the Applicant by delivering a copy of same via first-class United States mail, postage prepaid 
on January 8, 2015, to the following address:  

Taizhou Nanfang 
Trademark & Patent Law Office 
116 Jinshui Street 
Luqiao District 
Taizhou, Zhejiang 
CHINA 
 
 
 

 

       /Ryan M. Corbett/   
Ryan M. Corbett 
BURR & FORMAN LLP 
201 North Franklin Street 
Suite 3200 
Tampa, Florida 33602  
(813) 367-5740 
 
Attorney for Opposers 

 
 



 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
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Exhibit A 

Screenshots of Products Sold by Micro Matic USA, Inc. Under Micro Matic’s Mark 

http://www.micromatic.com/kegerator-cid-5.html 
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http://www.micromatic.com/draft‐keg‐beer/keg‐pumps‐cid‐10.html 
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http://www.micromatic.com/draft‐keg‐beer/regulators‐cid‐17.html 

 



 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT B 
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