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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer Information

Name Olin Corporation

Granted to Date
of previous
extension

04/02/2014

Address 7700 Bonhomme, Suite 400
St. Louis, MO 63105
UNITED STATES

Attorney
information

Bryan K. Wheelock
Harness, Dickey & Pierce, PLC
7700 Bonhomme, Suite 400
St. Louis, MO 63105
UNITED STATES
bwheelock@hdp.com, jsamuels@hdp.com, litsupport@hdp.com
Phone:314-726-7500

Applicant Information

Application No 85786149 Publication date 12/03/2013

Opposition Filing
Date

04/02/2014 Opposition
Period Ends

04/02/2014

Applicant International Watchman, Inc.
4301 Manhattan Ave.
Brunswick, OH 44212
OH

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 013. First Use: 0 First Use In Commerce: 0
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Firearms; ammunition; explosives;
guns;rifles; airsoft rifles and guns not forrecreational use, bb guns; pellet guns;assault rifles;
revolvers; hunting rifles; shotguns; magazines for weapons; gun, rifle, shotgun and machine gun
cartridges; Loading clips for small arms; hand guns; bullets; fireworks; gun cases; gunbarrels; rifle
barrels; bipods for weapons; muskets; holsters

Grounds for Opposition

False suggestion of a connection Trademark Act section 2(a)

The mark is merely descriptive Trademark Act section 2(e)(1)

The mark is deceptively misdescriptive Trademark Act section 2(e)(1)

Mark Cited by Opposer as Basis for Opposition

U.S. Application/ NONE Application Date NONE

http://estta.uspto.gov


Registration No.

Registration Date NONE

Word Mark NATO

Goods/Services Ammunition

Attachments Notice of Opposition Against Intl Watchman Inc.PDF(10838 bytes )
Ex A.PDF(2082332 bytes )
Ex B.PDF(1801936 bytes )
Ex C.PDF(5738909 bytes )
C-1.PDF(5693187 bytes )
Ex D.PDF(3976699 bytes )
Ex E.PDF(3582221 bytes )
Ex F.PDF(1673225 bytes )
Ex G.PDF(3730640 bytes )

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by First Class Mail on this date.

Signature /Bryan K. Wheelock/

Name Bryan K. Wheelock

Date 04/02/2014



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In re U.S. Trademark Application Serial No. 85/786149 for “NATO” filed
Nov. 23, 2012 and Published in the Official Gazette on December 3, 2013

Olin Corporation, )
)

Opposer, )
)

v. ) Opposition No. __________
)

International Watchman, Inc. )
)
)

Applicant. )

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Olin Corporation, a corporation of the State of Virginia, having a principal place of

business at 190 Carondelet Plaza, Suite 1530, St. Louis, Missouri 63105, (hereinafter “Olin” or

“Opposer”), believes that it is being damaged, and will be damaged, by the registration of the

mark shown in Application Serial No. 85/786149 (the “‘149 Application”), in International Class

13 by International Watchman, Inc. (“Applicant”), filed on November 23, 2012 and published

December 3, 2012, and hereby opposes the same.

The grounds for the opposition are as follows:

1. Opposer is a leading manufacturer of ammunition products and through its

Winchester brand, provides a broad range of products, including sporting ammunition, reloading

components, small caliber military ammunition and components, and industrial cartridges.

2. Since long prior to the filing date of the ‘149 Application, Opposer has

continuously used terms comprising “NATO” in interstate commerce to identify ammunition

marketed and sold to its customers, including, to the armed forces of member countries in the
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization (commonly referred to as “NATO”) and Opposer intends to

continue such use.

3. Opposer uses “NATO” in connection with its sale of ammunitions in International

Class 13. See Ex. A, B.

4. On November 23, 2012, Applicant filed the ‘149 Application for “NATO” for

“Firearms; ammunition; explosives; guns; rifles; airsoft rifles and guns not for recreational use,

bb guns; pellet guns; assault rifles; revolvers; hunting rifles; shotguns; magazines for weapons;

gun, rifle, shotgun and machine gun cartridges; Loading clips for small arms; hand guns; bullets;

fireworks; gun cases; gun barrels; rifle barrels; bipods for weapons; muskets; holsters” in

International Class 13, alleging an intent to use under 1(b).

5. Opposer’s use of “NATO” pre-dates the filing date of the ‘149 Application. If

Applicant’s mark is allowed to register, Applicant will obtain at least a prima facie exclusive

right to use the term in certain contexts, thereby clouding Opposer’s right to continue to use

“NATO” in its own endeavors.

6. The primary significance of “NATO” to the relevant public is as an identifier of

the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. See www.nato.int.

7. The primary significance of “NATO” used on or in connection with ammunition

and the other goods and services listed in the ‘149 Application is an indication that the goods and

services comply with or meet standards established by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization

for such goods and services.

8. NATO is commonly used to designate a specific type of ammunition designed for

use by the armed forces of North Atlantic Treaty Organization member countries in the course of

their duties under the 1949 North Atlantic Treaty. The purpose of this “NATO designation” is to
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standardize calibers for use in specific firearms commissioned by the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization member countries. See Ex. C, D. For example, ammunition is sold as “9mm

NATO,” “7.62 NATO,” “7.62x51mm NATO,” “5.56 NATO,” and “5.56x45mm NATO.” ”See

Ex. C, D, E, F, G. The significance and meaning of NATO marked ammunition is well

understood in the industry to designate ammunition of sizes and quality specified by North

Atlantic Treaty Organization member countries for use by NATO armed forces.

9. Upon information and belief, Applicant is not connected to NATO.

10. Applicant’s mark is identical to the famous NATO.

11. Accordingly, Applicant’s mark “[c]onsists of or comprises . . . matter which may .

. . falsely suggest a connection with . . . institutions” in violation of Section 2(a) of the Lanham

Act (15 U.S.C. §1052(a). Specifically, registration of the ‘149 Application may lead consumers

to inaccurately believe that NATO has some official relationship with a commercial entity

making products under the “NATO” name.

12. Further, the ‘149 Application “[c]onsists of a mark which (1) when used on or in

connection with the goods of the applicant is merely descriptive or deceptively misdescriptive of

them” in violation of Section 2(e)(1) of the Lanham Act.

13. Persons that encounter Applicant’s products marked with NATO will believe that

those products meet with or comply with the standards promulgated by NATO, or are otherwise

approved by NATO. If this belief is correct, then the term “NATO” is merely descriptive of

Applicant’s products. If this belief is incorrect, then the term “NATO” is deceptively

misdescriptive of Applicant’s products, which is likely to result in serious injury or death by

persons relying on the designation “NATO” to mean that the products comply with NATO

standards or are interoperable with products that comply with NATO standards.
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14. On information and belief, Applicant does not have any sales of ammunition, and

does not have any current plans to produce ammunition, and thus lacks a bona-fide intent to use

the NATO mark in interstate commerce for the goods and services identified in the ‘149

Application.

15. In light of the above facts, registration of the ‘149 Application should be refused

pursuant to Section(s) 2(a) and 2(e)(1) of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(a), (e)(1).

WHEREFORE, Olin files this Notice of Opposition and prays that the aforesaid

application of International Watchman, Inc., herein opposed; be refused; that no registration be

issued thereon to Applicant; and for such other and further relief as may be deemed just and

proper.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 08-0750 the

amount of $300 per class to cover the filing fees for this Notice of Opposition against the ‘149

Application. It is believed that this is the correct fee. However, the Commissioner is authorized

to charge any additional fees to Deposit Account No. 08-0750 and requested to address all

correspondence regarding this opposition to:

Bryan K. Wheelock
Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C.

7700 Bonhomme Avenue, Suite 400
St. Louis, Missouri 63105

Telephone: (314)726-7505
Facsimile: (314)726-7501

Email: bwheelock@hdp.com
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Dated: April 2, 2014 Respectfully submitted by,

HARNESS, DICKEY & PIERCE, P.L.C.

/Bryan K. Wheelock/
Bryan K. Wheelock
Joel R. Samuels
7700 Bonhomme, Suite 400
St. Louis, Missouri 63105
(314) 726-7500
FAX: (314) 726-7501
bwheelock@hdp.com
jsamuels@hdp.com

Attorneys for Opposer

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was served via U.S. Mail, postage fully pre-

paid, on this 2nd day of April, 2014, upon the following:

JOHN D. GUGLIOTTA
Law Offices of John D. Gugliotta, P.E.,
P.O. Box 506
RICHFIELD, OH 44286-9010

Attorney for Applicant

/Bryan K. Wheelock/
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