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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notorious Entertainment LLC, Opposition No.:
Opposer, NOTICE OF OPPOSITION
V. Mark: SO NOTORIOUS
Serial No.: 78/745,656
Viacom International Inc. Filing Date: November 2, 2005
Applicant.

Notorious Entertainment LLC ("Opposer") believes that it will be damaged by
registration of the SO NOTORIOUS trademark ("Applicant's Mark™), in International Class 41,
for use in connection with those services identified in Application Serial No. 78/745,656
(“Application”), and hereby opposes the Application. As grounds for its opposition, Opposer
alleges as follows:

l. PARTIES

1.  Opposer is a Delaware limited liability company, having a place of business in New York,
New York.

2. Oninformation and belief, Applicant Viacom International Inc. ("Applicant™) is a Delaware
corporation.

1. OPPOSER'S MARK

3. Opposer is an entertainment and media company that promotes a variety of entertainment-
focused goods and services (collectively, “Opposer’s Offerings™).

4.  Opposer is the owner of the NOTORIOUS trademark ("Opposer's Mark"), used in
connection with Opposer’s Offerings since at least as early as 1996.

5. Oninformation and belief, Opposer acquired Opposer’s Mark in 1998.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Opposer owns federal Registration No. 2,142,990 ("Opposer's Class 16 Registration™) for
Opposer's Mark in connection with “magazines containing news and features on social and
cultural issues and profiles of individuals” in Class 16. A soft copy of this registration, in the
form of a printout from the Trademark Office's on-line website, is attached as Exhibit A
hereto.

Opposer’s Class 16 Registration was filed on December 27, 1994 and has been registered
since 1998.

Opposer owns federal Registration No. 3,804,970 ("Opposer's Class 41 Registration™) for
Opposer's Mark in connection with “providing online information in the fields of music,
social and cultural entertainment events and biological profiles of celebrities and other
individuals in the music and entertainment field via an Internet website” in Class 41. A soft
copy of this registration, in the form of a printout from the Trademark Office's on-line
website, is attached as Exhibit B hereto.

Opposer’s Class 41 Registration was filed on July 18, 2003 and has been registered since
2010.

Opposer also owns common law rights in Opposer’s Mark dating back to at least as early as
1996.

Opposer’s Offerings have received widespread recognition during this seventeen (17) year
period.

Opposer’s Mark and Opposer’s Offerings are closely associated with two famous entertainers:
(a) Christopher Wallace, also known as, Biggie Smalls, and most commonly known as the
Notorious B.1.G., a talented musician who was murdered in 1997, and (b) Sean Combs, a
close associate of Mr. Wallace prior to his death. Some background information regarding
Mr. Wallace, Mr. Combs, and Opposer’s Offerings are attached as Exhibit C hereto.

On information and belief, Opposer is an affiliate entity of Mr. Combs.

82883-7009/LEGAL27114616.1



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22,

Opposer’s Offerings include the prominent use of Opposer’s Mark as the title for the 2009
movie about Mr. Wallace’s life and death, “NOTORIOUS,” which grossed $36,845,254
domestically and $40,485,999 worldwide. See Id.

Opposer’s Mark and Opposer’s Offerings are widely known and recognized. As a result,
Opposer has developed substantial goodwill in Opposer's Mark, which is well known in the
entertainment field.

I11.  APPLICANT'S MARK AND APPLICATION

The Application was filed on November 2, 2005 ("Filing Date"), based on Applicant's intent
to use Applicant’s Mark in the United States.

Applicant's Services ("Applicant's Services"), as listed in the application, are:

Entertainment services, namely television programs featuring live action, comedy
and drama; providing online information in the field of entertainment concerning
television programs

No Statement of Use or Amendment to Allege Use has been filed in connection with the
Application, which remains pending on an intent-to-use basis.
The Application was published in the United States Patent and Trademark Office’s Official
Gazette on February 26, 2013.
This Notice of Opposition is timely because Opposer was granted an extension of time to
oppose the Application on or before June 26, 2013.

IV. CLAIMS

PRIORITY AND LIKELIHOOD OF CONFUSION

Opposer's Mark is distinctive for Opposer's Offerings.
Opposer owns Opposer's Class 16 Registration and Opposer’s Class 41 Registration for

Opposer's Mark.
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23.

24,
25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Opposer and/or its predecessors has/have used and/or owned Opposer’s Mark in connection
with Opposer’s Offerings and/or Opposer’s Class 16 Registration and Opposer’s Class 41
Registration since prior to the Filing Date.

Opposer has not abandoned Opposer's Mark in connection with Opposer's Offerings.

As a result of its extensive use and promotion of Opposer's Mark, Opposer’s Mark has
developed substantial goodwill and is a strong mark.

Opposer's Mark and Applicant's Mark are highly similar, differing only by the addition of the
term “SO” in Applicant’s SO NOTORIOUS Mark.

Opposer's Offerings and Applicant's Services overlap and are related, because Applicant's
Services are comprised of “entertainment services,” just like Opposer’s Offerings. Moreover,
Applicant’s Services have no limitations on trade channels or consumers, other than to note
that Applicant’s Services are provided or available via television, as is common among
entertainment offerings.

In view of the similarity between Applicant's Mark and Opposer's Mark and the overlapping
nature of the parties’ respective offerings, Applicant's Mark so resembles Opposer's Mark as
to be likely to cause confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive as to the origin,
sponsorship, and/or approval of Applicant's Services, and is likely to suggest an affiliation,
connection, or association of Applicant and Applicant's Services with Opposer and Opposer's
Offerings, with consequent injury to Opposer, the trade, and to the public.

The registration of Applicant's Mark with Applicant's Services would prevent Opposer from
exercising exclusive control over the goodwill and reputation associated with Opposer's
Mark. Therefore, the registration of Applicant's Mark with Applicant's Services would
damage and injure Opposer.

Opposer will also be damaged by the registration of Applicant's Mark with Applicant's
Services because such registration will support statutory rights for Applicant in violation and

derogation of Opposer's prior, superior, and exclusive rights in Opposer's Mark.
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V. REQUEST FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Opposer respectfully requests that its opposition be sustained and that the

Application be denied and refused registration. This Notice of Opposition is filed according to

the rules governing electronic submissions to the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board, including

payment of the requisite $300 fee (i.e., $300 per class).

DATED: June 26, 2013.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that this NOTICE OF OPPOSITION
is being deposited with the United Parcel Service with
sufficient postage on June 26, 2013, in an envelope
addressed to Kiersten Skog, Viacom International Inc. c/o
Anthony Oritz, 1515 Broadway 51st Floor, New York,
New York 10036.

Signature: /Sachiko Crowder/
Sachiko Crowder
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Respectfully submitted,

PERKINS COIE LLP

By: /Lynne E. Graybeal/

Lynne E. Graybeal

Attorney for Opposer

1201 Third Avenue, Suite 4900
Seattle, Washington 98101-3099
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The Notorious B.L.G. g =

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
from The Notorious B.LG)

"Biggy™ and "Biggie" redirect here. For other uses, see Biggy (disambiguation) and Biggie (disambiguation)

Christopher George Latore Wallace (May 21, 1972 — March 9. 1397). best known as The Notorious B.LG. or Biggie Smalls ' was an American rapper.

The Notorious B.L.G.

Wallace was raised in the Brooklyn borough of New York City. When he released his dabul album Ready to Die in 1994, he became a central figure in the East Coast hip hop scene and increased New York's
visibility in the genre at a time when West Caast hip hop was dominant in the mainstream ' The following year, Wallace led his childhood friends to chart success through his protégé group, Junior M A F LA
While recording his second album, Wallace was heavily involved in the growing East Coast/West Coast hip hop feud

On March 9, 1997, Wallace was killed by an unknown assailant in a drive-by shooting in Los Angeles. His double-disc set Life After Death, released 16 days later. rose to Mo. 1 on the U.S. album charts and
was certified Diamond in 2000, one of the few hip hop albums to receive this certification ¥ wallace was nnted for his "loose, easy flow”, 1 dark semi-autobiographical lyrics and storytelling abilities. Two maore
albums have been released since his death. He has certified sales of 17 million units in the United States

Contents [hide]
1 Life and career
1.1 1972-84: Early life, arrests, career beginnings and first child
1.2 1994: Ready to Die and marriage
1.3 1995: Junior MAF LA, Conspiracy and coastal feud

Background information

Birth name  Christopher George Latore Wallace

1.4 1996: More arrests, Tupac Shakur's death and second child Also known Siggic Smalks"! Biggie, 8.6, 8ig
15 1997: Life After Death and car accident - Pugne, Fraak Vitde
2Death Born May 21, 1972
2.1 March 1997 shooting New Yook Cly) New: Yok, LS.
2.2 Murder case Died 1arch 9, 1997 (aged 24)
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232 Defamation hardcore hip hop, gangsta rap
3 Posthumous career Occupations Rapper
4 Legacy Years active 1992-1997
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42 Themes and lyrical content Bad Boy
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Life and career

1972-94: Early life, arrests, career beginnings and first child

Bom in St. Mary's Hospital on May 21, 1972, Wallace grew up in the Clinton Hill section of Brooklyn, New York City on 226 St. James Place!™ near the border of EIedfur\:I-Stu\,'wasar'wt.[5 He was the only child of Voletta Wallace, a Jamaican preschool teacher,
and George Latore, a welder and small-time Jamaican politicia 1939 as two years old, and his mother worked two jobs while raising him. At the Queen of All Saints Middle School, Wallace excelled in class, winning
several awards as an English student. He was nicknamed "Big" because of his overweight size by age 10.1'% At the age of 12, he began selling illegal drugs. His mother. often away at work, did not know of her son's drug sales until Wallace was an adult /']

At his request. Wallace transferred out of the Roman Catholic Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School to attend the state-funded George Westinghouse Career and Technical Education High Schoal, which future rappers Jay-Z and Busta Rhymes also
attended at the time. According to his mother, Wallace was still a good student. but he developed a "smart-ass” attitude at the new school ™! At seventeen, Wallace dropped out of school and became further involved in cime. In 1989, he was arrested on
weapons charges in Brooklyn and sentenced to five years’ probation. In 1990, he was arrested on a violation of his prubat\un."z A year later, Wallace was arrested in MNorth Carolina for dealing crack cocaine. He spent nine menths in jail before making bail I
Wallace began rapping when he was a teenager He entertained peaple on the streets as well as perfarmed with lacal groups. the Old Gold Brothers and the Techniques ¥ After being released from jail. Wallace made 2 dermo tape under the name Biggie
Smalls, a reference to a character in the 1975 film Let's Do It Again as well as his stature; he stood at 6 faet 3 inches (1.81 m) and weighed as much as 300 to 380 pounds (140-170 kg) according to differing accounts ™ The tape was reportedly made with
no serious intent of getting a recording deal, but was promated by New York-based DJ Mister Cee. who had previously worked with Big Daddy Kane, and was heard by the editor of The Source.I'?

In March 1992, Wallace was featured in The Source’s Unsigned Hype column, dedicated to aspiring rappers, and was imvited to produce a recording with other unsigned artists in a move that was reportedly uncommen at the time "' #4027 9=l T gamg
tape was heard by Uptown Records A&R and record producer, Sean Combs, who arranged for a meeting with Wallace. He was signed to Uptown immediately and made an appearance on label mates, Heavy D & the Boyz' "A Buncha Niggas” (from the
album Blue Funk) P1'% Soon after signing his recording contract, Cambs was fired fram Uptown and started a new label '™ Wallace followed and in mid-1992. signed to Cambs' new imprint label, Bad Boy Records On August 8, 1993, Wallace's longtime
girlfriend gave birth to his first child, Tyanna " He continued selling drugs after the birth to support his daughter financially. Once Combs discovered this, he forced Wallace to quit

Later in the year Wallace gained exposure on a remix to Mary J. Blige's single "Real Love", under the pseudonym The Notorious B.|.G. He recorded under this name for the remainder of his career, after finding the original moniker "Biggie Smalls" was
already in use.["® "Real Love” peaked at No. 7 on the Billocard Hot 100 chart and was followed by a remix of Blige's ”Whats the 4117". He continued this success, to a lesser extent, on remixes with Neneh Cherry ("Buddy X") and reggae artist Super Cat
("Dolly My Baby", also featuring Combs) in 1993. In April 1993, his solo track, "Party and Bullshit”, appeared on the Who's the Man? soundtrack.”"® In July 1994, he appeared alongside LL Cool J and Busta Rhymes on a remix to label mate Craig Mack's
"Flava in Ya Ear", reaching No_ 9 on the Hot 100+

1994: Ready to Die and marriage

On August 4, 1994, Wallace marred R&8 singer Faith Evans after they met at a Bad Boy phmushum."zr: Four days later, Wallace had his first pop chart success as a solo artist with double A-side, "Juicy/Unbelievable”, which reached No. 27 as the lead
single to his debut album [

Ready to Die was released on September 13, 1994. and reached No_ 13 on the Billboard 200 chart, ™! eventually being certified four times Platinum “* The album, re\easad at a time when West Coast hip hop was prominent in the U_S. charts, according to
Rolling Stone, "almast single-handedly . shifted the {ncus back to East Coast rap”* 251 1 immediately gained strong reviews and has received much praise in retmspect' In addition to "Juicy”, the record produced two hit singles; the Platinum-selling "Big
Poppa”, which reached No_ 1 on the U.S. rap chart.”™ and "One More Chance" featuring Faith Evans, a loosely related remix of an album track and its best selling single

1995: Junior M.A.F.L.A., Conspiracy and coastal feud

In August 1995, Wallace's prmaga group, Junior M.AF | A ("Junior Masters At Finding Intelligent Attitudes"), released their debut album Conspiracy. The group consisted of his friends from childhood and included rappers such as Lil' Kim and Li Cease, who
went on to have solo careers.*"! The record went Gold and its singles, "Player's Anthem” and "Get Money” both featuring Wallace, went Gold and Platinum. Wallace continued to work with R&B artists, collaborating with R&B groups 112 (on "Only You") and
Total (on "Can't You See”), with both reaching the top 20 of the Hot 100. By the end of the year, Wallace was the top-selling male solo artist and rapper on the U.S. pop and R&B charts.’ Bljp July 1995, he appeared on the cover of The Scurce with the
caption "The King of New York Takes Over”, a reference to his Frank White alias fmmlha 1990 film King of New York. At the Source Awards in August 1995, he was named Best New Artist (Solo). Lyricist of the Year, Live Performer of the Year, and his
debut Album of the Year “* At the Billboard Awards, he was Rap Artist of the Year.!

In his year of success, Wallace became involved in a rivalry between the East and West Coast hip hop scenes with Tupac Shakur, his former associate. In an interview with Vibe in April 1995, while serving time in Clinton Correctional Facility, Shakur
accused Uptown Records’ founder Andre Harrell, Sean Combs, and Wallace of having prior knowledge of a robbery that resulted in him being shot repeatedly and losing thousands of dollars worth of jewelry on the night of Movember 30, 1994 Though Wallace
and his entourage were in the same Manhattan-based racording studio at the time of the shooting, they denied the accusation [*="°5°" =521 \paliaca said- "It just happened to be a coincidence that he [Shakur] was in the studio. He just, he couldn't really
say who really had something to do with it at the time. So he just kinda' leaned the blame on me In 2012, a man named Dexter Isaac, seming a life sentence for unrelated crimes, claimed that he shot Shakur that night and that the robbery was
orchestrated by James Rosemond aka Jimmy Henchman. !

Following release fram prison, Shakur signed to Death Row Records on October 15, 1995. Bad Bay Records and Death Row, now business rivals, became invalved in an intense quarrel 2

1996: More arrests, Tupac Shakur's death and second child

Wellace began recording his second studio album in September 1995 The album, recarded in New York, Tinidad and Los Angeles, was intermupted during its 18 manths of creation by injury. legal wrangings an the highly publicized hip hop dispute in which
he was involved 1**! During this time, he also worked with R&B/pop singer Michael Jacksan for the H/Story album [

On March 23, 1996, Wallace was arrested outside a Manhattan nightclub for chasing and threatening to kill two autograph seekers. smashing the windows of their taxicab and then pulling one of the fans out and punching them "% He pleaded guilty to
second-degree harassment and was sentenced to 100 hours of community service. In mid-1996, he was arrested at his home in Teaneck, New Jersey, for drug and weapons possession charges.""

In June 1996, Shakur released "Hit Em Up”. a diss song in which he claimed ta have had sex with Wallace's wife (at the time estranged) and that Wallace copied his style and image Wallace referred ta the first claim about his wife's pregnancy on Jay-Z's
"Brooklyn’s Finest” where he raps: "If Faye (Faith Evans, his wife at the time) have twins, she'd probably have two 'Pacs. Geddit? 2Pac’s?" However, Wallace did not directly respond to the record during his lifetime, stating in a 1897 radio interview that it was
“not [his] style” to respand
Shakur was shot multiple times in a drive-by shooting in Las Vegas, Nevada, on September 7, 1996, and died six days |ater of complications from the gunshot wounds. Rumors of Wallace's involvement with Shakur's murder were reported almost
immediately. A two-part series Chuck Philips wrote for the LA Times in 2002 called “Who Killed Tupac Shakur?” claimed that “the shooting was carried out by a Compton gang called the Southside Crips to avenge the beating of one of its members by Shakur
a few hours earlier” and that Wallace provided the gun "% His family publicly denied the claim 1¥7) Crime writer Cathy Scott, who wrote the book The Murder of Biggie Smalis, agreed with the family. telling the Las Vegas Review Journal, "It's easy to point a

128,

finger at a dead guy. The dead can't sue "™~

On October 29, 1936, Faith Evans gave birth to Wallace's son, Christopher "C.J " Wallace, Jr '™ The following month, Junior M A F | A- member Lil' Kim released her debut album, Hard Gare, under Wallace's direction while the two were having a "love affair”
ey

1997: Life After Death and car accident



Dunng the recording sessions for his second album, tentatively named "Lite After Ueath... "1l Death Uo Us Fart”, later shortened to Life Affer Ueath, Wallace was involved in a car accident that shattered s left leg and temporanly confined him to a
wheelchair ¥ The injury forced him to use a cane %

In January 1997, Wallace was ordered to pay USS41,000 in damages following an incident involving a friend of a concert promoter who claimed Wallace and his entourage beat him up following a dispute in May 1995 % He faced criminal assault charges for
the incident which remains unresolved, but all robbery charges were drupped.[ g Following the events of the previous year, Wallace spoke of a desire to focus on his "peace of mind”. "My mom... my son... my daughter... my family... my friends are what

matters to me now".*”

Death

March 1997 shooting

Wallace traveled to California in February 1997, to promote his upcoming second studio album and film a music video for its lead single, "Hypnotize”. On March 5, 1997, he gave a radio interview with The Dog House on KYLD in
San Francisca. In the interview he stated that he had hired security since he feared for his safety, not just because of the angoing East Coast-West Coast feud. but because of his role as a high profile celebrity in general " Life
After Death was scheduled for release on March 25, 1997. On March 8, 1997, he presented an award to Toni Braxton at the 11th Annual Soul Train Music Awards in Los Angeles and was booed by some of the audience [ After
the ceremony, Wallace attended an after party hosted by Vibe magazine and Qwest Records at the Petersen Automotive Museum in Los Angalas,[ﬁ: Other guests included Faith Evans, Aaliyah, Sean Combs, and members of
the Bloods and Crips gangs.[ g

On March 9, 1997, at around 12:30 a.m., Wallace left with his entourage in two GMC Suburbans to return ta his hotel after the Fire Department closed the party early because of overcrowding *¥ Wallace traveled in the front
seat al de his . Damion "D-Roc” Butler, Junior MA F 1A member Lil Cease and driver, Gregory "G-Money"” Young. Combs traveled in the other vehicle with three bodyguards. The two trucks were trailed

by a Chevrolet Blazer carrying Bad Boy's director of security '

By 12:45 a.m., the streets were crowded with people leaving the event. Wallace's truck stopped at a red light 50 yards (46 m) from the museum. A black Chevrolet Impala SS pulled up alongside Wallace's truck. The driver of the
Impala, an African American male dressed in a blue suit and bow tie, rolled down his window, drew a 9 mm blue-steel pistol and fired at the GMC Suburban: four bullets hit Wallace." ™ Wallace's entourage rushed him to Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center, where doctors performed an emergency thoracotomy, but he was pronounced dead at 1:15 am.

Composite sketch of the &
His autopsy was released to the public over a decade after his death in December 2012. According to the report, three of the four shots were not fatal. The first bullet hit in his left forearm and traveled down to his wrist; the second suspect in the shooting

hit him in the back, missing all vital organs, and exited through his left shoulder; and the third hit his outer left thigh and left through his inner thigh. The report says that the third bullet "strikes the left side of the scrotum, causing

a very shallow, 3/8 inch linear laceration.” The fourth bullet was fatal, entering through his right hip and striking several vital organs, before stopping in his left shoulder area. That bullet struck his colon, liver, heart and upper lobe of

his left lung !

Murder case

Wallace's murder remains unsolved and there are many thearies regarding the identities and motives of the murderers. Immediately after the shooting, reports surfaced linking the Shakur and Wallace murders, because of the similarities in the drive-by
shumlngs.[”-

In 2002, Randall Sullivan released LAbyrinth, a book compiling information regarding the murders of Wallace and Shakur based on evidence pravided by retired LAPD detective, Russell Poale [
Row Records and an alleged Bloods affiliate, of conspiring with David Mack, an LAPD officer and alleged Death Row security employee, to kill Wallace and make Shakur and his death appear the result of a fictitious bi-coastal rap rivalry.
believed that one of Mack’s associates, Amir Muhammad (also known as Harry Billups), was the hitman based on evidence provided by an informant, and due to his close resemblance to the facial EDmpDS\IE,“- 7! Filmmaker Nick Broomfield released an
investigative documentary, Biggie & Tupac, based mainly on the evidence used in the book 1!

Sullivan accused Marion "Suge" Knight, co-founder of Death
HRI47] Sullivan

An article published in Rolling Stone by Sullivan in December 2005 accused the LAPD of not fully investigating links with Death Row Records based on Poole’s evidence. Sullivan claimed that Sean Combs “failed to fully cooperate with the investigation” and
according to Poole, encouraged Bad Boy staffto do the same (" The accuracy of the article was later refuted in a letter by the Assistant Managing Editor of the LA Times accusing Sullivan of using "shoddy tactics.” Sullivan, in response, quoted the lead
attorney of the Wallace estate calling the newspaper "a co-conspirator in the cover-up. R

The criminal investigation was re-opened in July 2006 in the hopas that new evidence might help the City defend the civil lawsuits brought by the Wallace family

In January 2011, the case was reinvigorated as a result of new information reparted by Andersan Cooper's AC360 "Cold Case” show and blog!®" that it was being re-investigated by a law enforcement task force composed of the LAPD, the L A_ County District
Attorney’s Office, and the FBI. n April, the FBI released redacted documents about their investigation into the shooting, revealing that the bullets were 9mm Gecko ammunition manufactured in Germany and rarely found in the US. The documents reported
that LAPD officers monitoring the party Wallace was attending were also employed as security personnel for Knight, and speculated that the Genovese crime family was withhalding evidence about Wallace's death. ™!

Retired LAPD detective Greg Kading, who worked on the Biggie Smalls murder case for three years, alleges that the rapper was shot by Wardell Fouse (a.k a Damell Bolton and "Poochie”), an associate of Suge Knight, who was later killed in July 2003 after
being shot in the back while riding his motorcycle. Kading believes Knight hired Poochie via his girffriend "Theresa Swann” to kill Biggie to avenge the death of Tupac,** whom Kading alleges was killed under the orders of Sean Combs 15

In December 2012, the LAPD released the autopsy conducted on Biggie, hoping it would uncover more leads. This move was criticized by the long-time lawyer of his estate, Perry Sanders g
the "premature release of the documents due to an administrative error "1°"

Following this, the LAPD apologized to the family of Biggie for

Lawsuits

Wreongful death claim

In March 2005, the relatives of Wallace filed a wrongful death claim against the city of Los Angeles based on the evidence championed by Russell Poole 1" They claimed the LAPD had sufficient evidence to arest the assailant, but failed to use it. David
Mack and Amir Muhammad (a.k.a. Harry Billups) were originally named as defendants in the civil suit, but were dropped shortly before the trial began after the LAPD and FBI dismissed them as s;us;pects;.[4

The case came for trial before a jury on June 21, 2005. Several days into the trial, the plaintiffs” attorney disclosed to the Court and opposing counsel that he had received a telephone call from someone claiming to be a LAPD officer and provided detailed
information about the existence of evidence concemning the Wallace murder. The court directed the city to conduct a thorough investigation, which uncovered previously undisclosed evidence, much of which was in the desk or cabinet of Det. Steven Katz, the
lead detective in the Wallace murder investigation. The documents centered around interviews by numerous police officers of an incarcerated informant. who had been Rafael Perez's cellmate for some extended period of time. He reported that Perez had told
him about his and Mack’s involvement with Death Row Records and their activities at the Peterson Autometive Museum the night of Wallace's murder. As a result of the newly discovered evidence, the judge declared a mistrial and awarded the Wallace family
its attoneys’ fees.*®

On April 16, 2007, relatives of Wallace filed a second wrongful death lawsuit against the city of Los Angeles. The suit also named two LAPD officers in the center of the investigation into the Rampart scandal, Rafael Perez and Nino Durden. According to the
claim, Perez, an alleged affiliate of Death Row Records, admitted to LAPD officials that he and Mack (who was not named in the lawsuit) "conspired to murder. and participated in the murder of Christopher Wallace". The Wallace family said the LAPD
“consciously concealed Rafael Perez's involvement in the murder of ... Wallace" **

United States District Judge Florence-Marie Cooper granted summary judgment to the city of Los Angeles on December 17, 2007, finding that the Wallace family had not complied with a California law that required the family to give notice of its claim to the
State within six months of Wallace's death ™ The Wallace family refiled the suit, dropping the state law claims on May 27, 2008.°" The city never answered the amended complaint, and with the agreement of both sides, the suit was voluntarily dismissed
on April 5, 2010 without prejudice. 5%

Defamation
On January 19, 2007, Tyruss Himes (better known as Big Syke), a friend of Shakur who was implicated in the murder by television channel KTTV and XXL magazine in 2005, had a defamation lawsuit regarding the accusations thrown out of court. !
Posthumous career

Sixteen days after his death, Wallace's double-disc second album was released as planned with the shortened title of Life After Death and hit No. 1 on the Billboard 200 charts, after making a premature appearance at No. 176 due to street-date violations.
The record album featured a much wider range of guests and producers than its predecessor ©%! it gained strong reviews and in 2000 was certified Diamond, the highest RIAA certification awarded to a solo hip hop album.

Its lead single, "Hypnotize", was the last music video recording in which Wallace would participate. His biggest chart success was with its follow-up “Mo Money Mo Problems”, featuring Sean Combs (under the rap alias "Puff Daddy”) and Mase. Both singles
reached No. 1in the Hot 100, making Wallace the first artist to achieve this feat pusthumuusly.[2 The third single, "Sky’s The Limit", featuring the band 112, was noted for its use of children in the music video, directed by Spike Jonze, who were used to
portray Wallace and his contemporaries, including Sean Combs, Lil' Kim, and Busta Rhymes. Wallace was named Artist of the Year and "Hypnotize" Single of the Year by Spin magazine in December 1997.1°°

In mid-1997, Combs released his debut album, No Way Out, which featured Wallace on five sangs, notably on the third single "Victory”. The most prominent single from the record album was "Il Be Missing You", featuring Combs, Faith Evans and 112,
which was dedicated to Wallace's memory. At the 1998 Grammy Awards. Life Affer Death and its first two singles received nominations in the rap category. The album award was won by Combs’ No Way Out and "Il Be Missing You" won the award in the
category of Best Rap Performance By A Duo Or Group in which "Mo Meney Mo Problems” was nominated. ™

Wallace had founded a hip hop supergroup called The Commission, which consisted of Jay-Z, Lil' Cease, Combs, Charli Baltimore and himself. The Commission was mentioned by Wallace in the lyrics of "What's Beef" on Life After Death and "Victory" from
No Way Qut but never completed an album. A song on Duefs: The Final Chapfer titled "Whatchu Want (The Commission)” featuring Jay-Z was based on the group

In December 1999, Bad Boy released Born Again. The album consisted of previously unreleased material mixed with guest appearances including many artists Wallace had never collaborated with in his lifetime. It gained some positive reviews but received
criticism for its unlikely pairings; The Source describing it as "compiling some of the most awkward collaborations of his career”. ! Nevertheless, the album sold 3 million copies. Wallace appeared on Michael Jackson's 2001 album, Invincible. Over the
course of time, his vocals were heard on hit songs such as "Foolish” by Ashanti and "Realest Niggas” in 2002, and the song "Runnin’ (Dying to Live)" with Shakur the following year. In 2005, Duefs. The Final Chapfer continued the pattern started on Bom
ized for the lack of significant vocals by Wallace on some of its songs 2%l Its lead single "Nasty Girl" became Wiallace's first UK No_ 1 single. Combs and Valetta Wallace have stated the album will be the last release primarily featuring new

Legacy

Considered one of the best artists in rap music, Wallace was described by Allmusic as "the savior of East Coast hip-hop" ¥/ The Source named Wallace the greatest rapper of all time in 2001 7" In 2003, when XX{ magazine asked several hip hop artists ta
list their five favarite MCs, Wallace's name appeared on more rappers’ lists than anyone else. In 2006, MTV ranked him at No. 3 on their list of The Greatest MCs of All Time, calling him possibly "the most skillful ever on the mic" 7 Editors of About com

ranked him No_ 5 on their list of the Top 50 MCs of Qur Time (1987-2007) " In 2012, The Source ranked him No_ 3 on their list of the Tap 50 (Rap) Lyricists of All Time [t=ten nesded]

Since his death, Wallace's lyrics have been sampled and quoted by a variety of hip hop. R&B and pop artists including Jay-Z, 50 Cent, Alicia Keys, Fat Joe. Nelly, Ja Rule, Eminem, Lil Wayne, Game, Clinton Sparks, Michael Jackson and Usher. On August
28, 2005, at the 2005 MTV Video Music Awards, Sean Combs (then using the rap alias "P. Diddy") and Snoop Dogg paid tribute to Wallace: an orchestra played while the vocals fram "Juicy" and "Waning” played on the arena speakers ™ In September
2005, VH1 held its second annual “Hip Hop Honors”, with a tribute to Wallace headlining the show ™

Wallace had begun to promote a clothing line called Brooklyn Mint, which was to produce plus-sized clothing but fell dormant after he died. In 2004, his managers, Mark Pitts and Wayne Barrow, launched the clothing line, with help from Jay-Z, selling T-
shirts with images of Wallace on them. A portion of the proceeds go to the Christopher Wallace Foundation and to Jay-Z's Shawn Carter Scholarship Foundation.'"™ In 2005, Voletta Wallace hired branding and licensing agency Wicked Cow Entertainment to
guide the estate’s licensing efforts. "™ Wallace-branded products on the market include action figures, blankets, and cell phone content.™

The Christopher Wallace Memorial Foundation holds an annual black-tie dinner ("B.1.G. Night Out") to raise funds for children's school equipment and supplies and to honor the memary of the late rapper. For this particular event, because it is a children's
schools’ charity, "B.1.G." is also said to stand for "Books Instead of Guns” s

The Notorious B.I.G's children C.J and Ty'anna are set to star in an animated series called "House of Wallace" %

Style

Wallace mostly rapped on his songs in a deep tone described by Rolling Stone as a "thick, jaunty grumb\e”.ls' which went deeper on Life Affer Death.™ He was often accompanied on songs with ad “Only You (Remix)"

y " " . " g (2 LY

libs fram Sean "Puffy" Combs. On The Source's Unsigned Hype, his style was described as "cool, nasal, and filtered. to bless his own material”. »O — —
Allmusic describe Wallace as having "a talent for piling multiple rhymes on top of one another in quick succession” ™ Time magazine wrote Wallace rapped with an ability to "make multi-syllabic Wallace, accompanied by ad libs from Sean
thymes sound._. smoath”, %% while Krims describes Wallace's thythmic style as "effusive."*" Before starting a verse, Wallace sometimes used onomatopoeic vocables to "warm up” {far example "uhhh” A ey T P

[£5 vocables and muti-syllabic rhymes on his
at the beginning of "Hypnotize" and "Big Poppa" and "whaat" after certain rhymes in songs such as "My Downfall")."™™ ‘\ 1885 collaboration with R&8 group, 112.



Lateef of Latyrx notes that Wallace had, “intense and complex flows”, "™ Fredro Starr of Onyx says. "Biggie was a master of the flow”, "' and Bishop Lamont states that Wallace mastered "all the D  “Niggas Bleed

hemispheres of the music™ ** "Notorious B 1 G_ also often used the singls-line rhyme scheme to add varisty and interest to his flow” * Big Daddy Kane suggests that Wallace didnt nesd a large o St e
= o 183] Wallace tells vivid stories about his everyday

vocabulary to impress listeners [”T; just put his words together a slick way and it worked real good for him"."™ Wallace was known to compose lyrics in his head, rather than write them down on lfe a5 a criminal in Brookyn (from i AFer

paper, in a similar way to Jay-Z. Death).

Wallace would occasionally vary from his usual style. On "Playa Hater" from his second album, he sangin a slow-falsetto.® On his collaboration with Bone Thugs-n-Harmony, "Notorious Thugs”, he Froblems playing these files? See mediz help.

modified his style to match the rapid rhyme flow of the group.

Themes and lyrical content

Wallace's lyrical topics and themes included mafioso tales ("Niggas Bleed"), his drug dealing past (“10 Crack Commandments”), materialistic bragging ("Hypnotize"), as well as humor ("Just Playing (Dreams)"),®! and romance ("Me & My Bitch"). =% Rolling
Stone named Wallace in 2004 as "one of the few young male songwriters in any pop style writing credible love songs” 1

w94 o 198]

Guerilla Black, in the book How fo Rap, describes how Wallace was able to both "glorify the upper echelon and "[make] you feel his struggle”."™ According to Touré of The New York Times in 1994, Wallace's lyrics "[mixed] autobiographical details about
crime and violence with emational honesty”."""! Marriott of The New York Times (in 1997) believed his lyrics were not strictly autobiographical and wrote he "had a knack for exaggeration that increased sales”.!" Wallace described his debut as "a big pie.
with each slice indicating a different point in my life involing bitches and niggaz_.. from the beginning to the end” ¥

Ready to Die is described by Rolling Sfone as a contrast of "bleak” street visions and being "full of high-spirited fun, bringing the pleasure principle back to h\phnp",lsz' Allmusic write of "a sense of doom” in some of his songs and the N'Y Times note some

being "laced with paranoia”;*!*" Wallace described himself as feeling "broke and depressed" when he made his debut.”®" The final song on the album, "Suicidal Thoughts", featured Wallace contemplating suicide and concluded with him committing the act.
On Life After Death, Wallace's lyrics went "deeper".[&- Krims explains how upbeat. dance-oriented tracks (which featured less heavily on his debut) alternate with "reality rap” songs on the record and suggests that he was "going pimp" through some of the
lyrical topics of the farmer 4 xx1. magazine wrote that Wallace “revamped his image” through the portrayal of himself between the albums, going from "midlevel hustler” on his debut to "drug lord™ 1%

Allmusic wrote that the success of Ready fo Die is "mostly due to Wallace's skill as a smryle\ler”:[g' in 1994, Rolling Stone described Wallace's ability in this technique as painting "a sonic picture so vibrant that you're transported right to the scene” * On

Life After Death Wallace notably demonstrated this skill on "I Got a Story to Tell", creating a story as a rap for the first half of the song and then retelling the same story "for his boys" in conversation form. 2

Biopic

Noforious is a 2009 biographical film about Wallace and his life that starred rapper Jamal
Wallace's former managers Wayne Barrow and Mark Pitts, as well as Voletta Wallace.
1'% The film grossed over 544,000,000 worldwide. ™’

"Gravy" Woolard as Wallace. The film was directed by George Tillman, Jr. and distributed by Fox Searchlight Pictures. Producers included Sean "Diddy” Combs,
On January 16, 2009, the movie’s debut at the Grand 18 theater in Greensboro, North Carolina was postponed after a man was shot in the parking lot before the show.

In early October 2007, open casting calls for the role of Wallace began,”z Actors, rappers and unknowns all tried out. Beanie Sigel auditioned'"™*” for the role, but was nat picked. Sean Kingston claimed that he would play the role of Wallace, but producers
denied it ['*! Eventually it was announced that rapper Jamal "Gravy” Woolard was chosen to play Wallace!™®" while Wallace's son, Christopher Wallace, Jr was cast to play Wallace as a child "*% Other cast members include Angela Bassett as Valstta

Wallace, Derek Luke as Sean Combs, Antonique Smith as Faith Evans, Naturi Naughton formerly of 3LW as Lil' Kim, and Anthany Mackie as Tupac Shakur.""""! Bad Boy released a soundtrack album to the film on January 13, 2009; the album contains hit

singles of B.I.G. such as "Hypnotize”, "Juicy”, and "Warning" as well as rarities e

Discography

Main article: The Notorious B.I.G. discography

Studio albums Collaboration albums

« 1994: Ready fo Die o 1995: ConspiraGy (with Junior M.4.F.LA)

s 1997: Life After Death Compilation albums

Posthumous albums + 2007: Greatest Hits

« 1997: Life After Death « 2009: Notorious: Criginal Motion Picture Soundtrack

= 1999: Bom Again
® 2005: Duets: The Final Chapter

Awards and nominations

Wallace received two nominations from the Billboard Music Awards in 1995, including Rap Artist of the Year and Rap Single of the Year. The song "Mao Money Mo Problems” received several nominations in 1998,
including Best Rap Performance by a Duo or Group at the Grammy Awards; Best Rap Video at the MTV Video Music Awards; and Best R&B/Soul Album and Best R&B/Soul or Rap Music Video at the Soul

The Notorious B.L.G. awards and nominations

Train Music Awards. Overall, Wallace has received four awards from eleven nominations; one award and six nominations were received posthumously. ARG ETT P ais [5E]
Award Wins  MNominations.
Billboard Music Awards Billboard Music
- 2 2
The Billboard Music Awards is sponsored by Billboard magazine and held annually in December [ Awards
‘Grammy Awards 0 4
Year Recipient Award Result
The Notorious B.I.G_ Rap Artist of the Year Waon B 1 2
19! Awards
"One More Chance” Rap Single of the Year Won
Soul Train Music
Awards ! 3
Grammy Awards
SO Total
The Grammy Awards are awarded annually by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences of the United States,[1#IITIITZ olals
Awards won 4
Year Recipient Award Result Nominations M
1996 “Big Poppa” Best Rap Solo Performance MNominated
"Hypnotize™ Best Rap Solo Performance Nominated
1998 “Mo Money Mo Problems™ (with Mase and Puff Daddy) | Best Rap Performance by a Duo or Group MNominated
Life After Death Best Rap Album Nominated
MTV Video Music Awards

The MTV Video Music Awards is an annual awards ceremony established in 1984 by MTy [1oS111210114

Year Recipient Award Result
1997 "Hypnotize” Best Rap Video Won
1998 "Mo Money Mo Problems” (with Mase and Puff Dagdy) | Best Rap Video Nominated

Soul Train Music Awards

The Soul Train Music Awards is an annual awards show that honors black musicians and entertainers ['*1"*®
Year Recipient Award Result
Life After Death Best R&B/Soul Album, Male Won
1998 Best R&B/Soul Album Nominated
"Mo Money Ma Problems” (with Mase and Puff Daddy)
Best R&B/Soul or Rap Music Video Mominated

The Source Awards

The Source Awards were awarded by hip hop magazine The Saurce [

Year Recipient Award Result
The Notorious B.I.G_ New Artist of the Year, Solo Waon
T Ready fo Die Album of the Year Won
The Notorious B1.G. Lyricist of the Year Waon
The Notorious B.1.G. Live Performer of the Year Waon
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Customer Reviews
Fotododor'c 6o % Great acting, I'really like the music, and enjoyed the mouvie, to bad he dyed, he had alot to offer. *

4.0 outof 5 stars Frank Contreras | 7 reviewers made a similar statement

5 star

it - % Never really knew what actually happened, now I'm more informed. *

3 star 43 George L Storer | 6 reviewers made a similar statement

2 star

1star 2 % The DVD was in excellect condition and Iwill continue to purchase from this eompany. *

D.Amos | 4 reviewers made a similar statement
See all 60 customer reviews

Most Helpful Customer Reviews

18 of 20 people found the following review helpful

Jolcfoiodc Great Music Biopic For the Hip Hop Genre fiarch 15, 2009
By TBoz

Format Biu-ray | Amazon Verified Purchase

Saw this when it was in theaters, and was pleasantly surprised it did not disappoint. What put this film over the top was the excellent casting; the characters of Biggie, Faith Evans, Lil Kim, and even
Tupac and Voletta Wallace (played by Angela Basseit) made this a believable account of what happened between these intersecting lives that left such a mark on musical history, and ultimately, a
tragedy. You really felt for young Christopher as he grew up in the 80's admiring the rising hip hop stars of the day, and perfecting his rhyming skills on the street, while trying to avoid the perils of
drugs and crime. What | liked most about this film was the humanity they brought to his character, making him seem like more of a real person than a musical icon. He wasn't perfect by any stretch of
the imagination, but he was trying to be a good person, no matter what obstacles life threw in his way. Ultimately this is a tale of a flawed individual, as we all are, who was lucky enough to raise himself
out of the conditions he found himself in, and fried to make his mark on history, which ultimately, he did

Comment | Was this review helpful toyou? Yes | MNo

17 of 22 people found the following review helpful

Joiedododc Well-cast, beautiful cinematography, very slick editing and simply an amazing release on Blu-ray! April 24 2002
8y Dennis A AMith (kndy)  TOP 100 REVIEWER  VINE™ VOICE

Format Blu-ray

The death of Christopher "Notorious B.L.G." Wallace in 1997 was a big shock to hip hop fans around the world.
The events preceding his death was well-known, well-documented in the media in regards fo the major riff with the East Coast vs. West Coast hip hop feud.
Considered as one of the greatest hip hop artists ever, "Notorious" is a biopic that documents the life of Christopher "Notorious B | G " Wallace and grossing over $43 million worldwide

The film was directed by George Tillman, Jr. ("Soul Food" and "Men of Honor") and a screenplay co-written by Reggie Rock Bythewood and Cheo Hodari Coker (the author of "Unbelievable: The Life,
Death, and Afierlife of the Notorious B.I.G.") which showcases and celebrates the rapper's life.

VIDEQ & AUDIO:

The NOTORIOUS Unrated Director's Cut Collector's Edition Blu-ray Disc is presented in widescreen format (2.55:1 ration) with English 5.1 DTS HD Master Audio and Spanish 5.1 Audio with French
and Spanish subtitles. English subitles will also be available for the deaf and hard of hearing.

Picture quality for "Notorious” looked amazing as you can see the skin pores quite clearly on high definition but what is most amazing is how New York was captured on film. From the beauty of the city
to its gritty side, the level of vibrancy in the colors, beautiful cinematography and wonderful editing really made this biopic come alive.

As for the audio, audio is presented in English 5.1 DTS HD Master Audio. Audio is crystal clear during the dialogue department but its even more exciting during the musical segmenis as your
speakers really showcase the drum and bass, giving your subwoofers a workout. From the performance of "Party & Bulls***t"to the overall atmosphere with the crowd going wild, the soundtrack is well
done!

SPECIAL FEATURES

The "Notorious" Blu-ray Disc is jam-packed with special features. The 2-Disc Blu-ray version includes a digital copy and also the unrated director's cut and theatrical version of the film. Special
features included are:

= Commentary with Director George Tillman, Jr., Co-Screenwriter Reggie Rock Bythewood, Co-Screenwriter Cheo Hodari Coker and Editor Dirk Westervelt - This commentary features the filmmaking
side of "Notorious". Really well-done and there is a picture-in-picture segment featuring the screenplay and interviews with the talent

* Commentary with Producer/Biggie's Mom Voletta Wallace, Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow and Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Mark Pitts - This is a very unique commentary. For one,
Ms. Wallace was very instrumental for the film but what | enjoyed abut this commentary and hearing his co-managers talk is them actually chiming in what was different in terms of the real Chris
Wallace and the version porirayed on the film. Small situations such as when Chris goes fo prison for the first time, his first and only call is to his mother and for Chris, panicking he cusses. His mother
was clear that her son knew better than to cuss around her and never did. So, that was quite interesting to hear.

* Behind the Scenes: "Making of Notorious” Featuretie - (27:22) Interviews with Voletta Wallace, Director Frank Tillman, Jr, Christopher Wallace's friends and the talent. Learning on how the casting
director's searched for the right talent to play the certain roles for the fim. Behind-the-scenes footage of the planning for the film from casting auditions to how authentic the crew wanted to make this
film and making sure New York during that time was captured correctly. Interviews with the actual people close to Biggie and the people portraying them.

*1 Got a Story fo Tell: The Lyrics of Biggie Smalls - (9:28) How Notorious B1.G. was an icon. Interviews with radio DJ's, magazine interviewers, friends and family of Biggie explaining to the viewer how
great a guy he was and how humorous he is.

* NOTORIOUS Thugs: Casting the Film - (9:05) Interviews with the casting directors Twinkie Byrd and Pamela Frazier and how and why they made their final decision in casting the main characters for
the film.

* Biggie Boot Camp - (6:48) Interview with Director Frank Tillman, Jr. and how the characters had fo go through a boot camp in order to prepare for their roles and make the film as authentic as
possible. From acting coach to the live performances.

* Anatomy of a B1.G. Performance - (5:15) Interview with Director Frank Tillman, Jr. & Litile Cease about getting the details right for Notorious B.|.G. shows. And basing the live footage of the film from
the actual recorded live performances. How there was no lip syncing and how the talent had to make the crowd move.

* Party & Bulls™t (never-before-seen footage of the real B..G.) - (3:42) Oldschool never-seen-before live footage of Party & Bulis™t.

" The B.L.G. Three-Sixty - A segment featuring the filming of the murder of Notorious B.|.G. near Wilshire Blvd. and Fairfax Ave. A 360 segment which the viewer can go left and right and each secfion
has a video of certain segments that deal with the shooting of the murder scene.

0 The Petersen - (1:13) Going behind the scenes of the Petersen Museum for the party that Biggie attended, hours before he was murdered. Interview with producer Trish Hoffman, Wayne Barrow,
co-writer Cheo Hodarr Coker and Director Frank Tillman, Jr.

o Directing the Last Moments - (2:10) Director Frank Tillman, Jr_ discussing how difficult the scene was to shoot.
0 It Happened Right Here - (1:23) Interview with Producer/Biggie’s Co-Manager Wayne Barrow discussing the spot where Biggie was Killed.

o The Petersen Exit - (2:15) Interviews with crew and talent in regards to the scene when Biggie and his friends leave the Petersen Exit minutes before he is killed at the stoplight.

Most Recent Customer Reviews

#ricdcdode The best

What a great movie it is the best R.LP fo Biggie
the best rapper that has ever lived no
comparison!Hnme

Published 5 days ago by Mr.Daniel H.

Jefcdedels KEeP it Gangsta!

Felt like keeping it real so | purchased this
movie. It's aight! D Made me want to listen to all
of B G's songs!

Published 1 month ago by roxana martinez

#ricdcdode Loved this moviell!
"Notorious" was a powerful film with rich
character development and strong acting. It
really gave a different perspective from how
Biggie was porirayed in the media

Published 1 month ago by D. Lewis

#eied'rdodc REST IN PEACE Biggie

What can | say about this DVD...| am a 44 year
old white man and i Listen to Biggie all the

time and Tupac and Eminem as well as other
types of music,but when i heard about this_
Read more

Published 2 months ago by Daimlerbenz

doloiololc Great Story

Enjoyed the music, story & the babes. Never
really knew what actually happened, now I'm
more informed. Shows how decisions in our life's
affect our future & others around us. Read more
Published 3 months ago by George L Storer

Hokery Watch it if you're into Biggie
Smalls, but don't expect it to feel...

It was an entertaining movie. | think | was just
expecting a lot. and it doesn't compare to the
real Biggie footage. Read more:

Published 3 months ago by SD

FlrEdol ba

Love the movie but amazon has a bad habit of
sending me broken DVD cases or messed up
boxes. Im picky about the condition

Published 3 months ago by perk

#ofcdodols Music Doco/Drama

Even though | am NOT a Hip-Hop/Rap fan, | was
intrigued with the authenticity of the history of
this artist. Read more

Published 4 months ago by MR BJ CLARK

¥ofcdededc Brooklyn For Life

To get characters that really could pass for the
real person, wonderful. A legend cut down way
before his time. Read more

Published 4 months ago by Liz Gee

#ofcdodode Notorious Review

This is a great movie. | didn't know that he only
was in the lime light for roughly 5 years. Very
informative.

Published 5 months ago by John Childress
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0 The Shooting - (4:12) Interview with Director Frank Tillman, Jr.. Cheo Hodari Coker and Reggie Rock Bythewood (co-writers) and Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow and producer Robert
Teitel discussing how difficult it was to shoot the heartwrenching scene and shoaoting in the actual corner of where it all happened.

0 The Impala - (1:12) Interview with Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow discussing the Chevy Impala that the killer drove.

0 The Unforiunate Violent Act - (1:09) Interview with Reggie Rock Bythewood (co-writer) on how they shot the scene because the investigaiion to Biggie's deaih is still ongoing
0 The Window - (1:30) Interview with FX Technician Larz Anderson on how they made the broken glass window affect without firing a bullet.
* Deleted Scenes - (12:13) A total of nine deleted scenes and an extended scene with a brief text introduction fo each scene.

0 Assassin assembles his gun

o Taking care of business

0 Big on his own

o Finding inspiration

o The assassin watches

0 In the hotel pool

o East Coast in the house

o After the accident

o The assassin backs up

o0 Extended Concert: Primo Street Rap

* BD-Live Feature - The Music: get even closer with the music of B.I. G. with this interactive frivia track and tag and track your favorite songs throughout the movie.
* BonusVIEW - Life After Death: Making NOTORIOUS

"MOTORIOUS" was an absolutely, wonderful film and the Blu-ray Disc was magnificent!

What | loved about the film is how much was put into making the film look authentic when it came to the kind of clothes. the type of haircut, the type of vehicles, the live performances and of course, the
talents.

The crew's defermination to achieve authenticity was just amazing, James Woolard as Christopher Wallace was well-acted and his mannerisms was well-captured. | also thought that it was so touching
for Biggie's son, Christopher Jordan Wallace playing his father at a young age. The young man did a great job portraying his father.

Angela Bassett really showcased Voletta Wallace's strength and caring for her son as a single mother and portrayed her quite well with emotion of happiness, sadness, anger, etc. Bassett definitely
gave a powerful performance especially capiuring the moment when Voletta realized how important her son's music was to his fans.

Derek Luke also portrayed Sean "Puffy" Combs quite well and capiuring his mannerisms, especially onstage and doing Pufiy's dance moves

You also have give credit to Biggie's entourage as Dennis LA White did a great job as Damion "D-Roc” Butler, capturing the time they were hustiing on the streets and then afterward as a friend and
being there when he died. Marc John Jefiries as Lil Cease as Biggie's small friend but with a big heart and always there for him. Also, Kevin Phillips as Biggie's manager Mark, did a good job showing
his concern and for his sake, as well as his mother's sake, taking care of him

The ladies in Biggie's life was well played by Antonique Smith as Faith Evans, Amanda Christopher as Keisha and Naturi Naughton as Lil Kim. Antonigue having an impressive voice and having grown
up listening and singing Faith Evans songs, definitely brought her beauty to the film. Naturi Naughton as Lil Kim was well-cast, especially for the aciress showcasing the actual talent's sexiness and
how she became the sex-driven hip hop artist. That was quite interesting to know.

Well-cast and again. kudos to the crew for making sure these falents got down the mannerisms of their real counterparts.

Another major positive for the film is the cinematography and editing.... Read more »

Comment | Was this review helpful toyou? Yes | No

13 of 17 people found the following review helpful

Jodeitinls A disappointing portrayal of an amazing talent. December 28, 2009

By F. Greer

Format. DVD

When this movie first came out, | was so excited to see a biography of such a talented artist. Boy. was | disappointed.

The movie was quite obviously engineered and manipulated by Puffy and Bad Boy Records. Throughout the film, Puffy was porirayed as a virtual saint—-always "saving the day" with his words of
wisdom and innocence. He was never shown doing drugs (despiie nearly everyone else smoking blunts throughout the whole movie), participating in the sex-filed music scene, or doing anything that
would shed even a hint of a shadow upon him_ It was quite sickening how saintly he is portrayed, especially when we all know betier.

Tupac's portrayal was also hard to believe. His character made odd appearances throughout the film, always appearing as a paranoid, hyper-acting, shallow punk. As a huge Tupac fan, | was quite
oifended by the way he is porirayed.

The eastiwest feud was knocked down to a simple misunderstanding fueled by Tupac's baseless paranoia and the media. Biggie was portrayed as a victim of the feud. He just couldn't understand why
Tupac would suddenly turn on him, since they had always been friends. (Poor little B.1.G.) All responsibility for fighting and fueling the feud was put on the media and Tupac. None was put onto Biggie
or the saintly Puffy. They were helpless victims in the whole thing.

Biggie and Faith Evan's relationship was poorly developed. The movie seemed fo focus more on Big and Kim's relationship than his and Faith's marriage. It was quite confusing

Big's first child with his high school girifriend was ill-developed and just plain confusing. His girifriend was not even introduced until she showed up to tell him she was pregnant. Then, she was virtually
dropped, making minor appearances from then on. The best way | can describe it is just plain weird

Throughout the movie, song lyrics were dropped in as dialogue, such as "mo money, mo problems” and "to change the world, you have to change yourself " It seemed fake and engineered-—-a real
eye-roller

Though the movie was quite long, it was difficult to understand. Characters were abruptly introduced and had sudden major roles, but | couldn't figure out who they were._ | actually had to review
Biggie's biography while watching the movie to figure out exactly what was going on.

The film did have some positive notes. Some of the casting was wonderiul. Lil' Kim and Biggie were both spot-on believable—the way they spoke, their mannernsms and their rapping. And the music
was, of course, fantastic.

Maybe Shug will now produce a rival, west-coast rendition of Tupac's life. P
I'm sure If he does, it will have the nerve and gumption that Notorious does not.

1 Comment | Was this review helpful to you? | Yes | ko
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Product Details
Actors: Jamal Woolard, Anthony Mackie, Derek Luke, Mohamed Dione, Dennis L.A. White

Directors: George Tillman Jr.
Writers: Cheo Hodari Coker, Reggie Rock Bythewood

Producers: George Paaswell, Mark Pitts, Robert Teitel, Sean Combs, Trish Hofmann
Format: Color, Dolby, NTSC, Subtitled, Widescreen

Language: English {Dolby Surround)

Subtitles: English, French, Spanish

Region: Region 1 (U.S. and Canada only. Read more about DVD formats.)
Aspect Ratio: 2.40:1

Number of discs: 1

Rated: [

Studio: Twentieth Century Fox

DVD Release Date: April 21, 2009

Run Time: 122 minutes

Average Customer Review: ¥ (60 customer reviews)

ASIN: BOO1TUZGPO

Amazon Best Sellers Rank: #17,774 in Movies & TV (See Top 100 in Movies & TV)

Did we miss any relevant features for this product? Tell us what we missed.

Would you like to update product info, give feedback on images, or tell us about a lower price?

Learn more about "Notorious (Single-Disc Edition)" on IMDb

Special Features
None

Editorial Reviews

Amazon.com

In music terms, Brooklyn’s Christopher "Biggie Smalls" Wallace was a hip-hop superstar to rival Oakland’s Tupac Shakur. In movie terms, however, 2Pac has long overshadowed B.I1.G. with the films he made as an actor and the documentaries
that followed in the wake of his similarly-unsolved murder. George Tillman Jr. (Soul Food, Men of Honor) aims to correct that imbalance with Notorious, the authorized biography of the larger-than-life New York rapper. Produced by his mother,
Voletta Wallace (played by Angela Bassett), and record praducer Sean "Puffy* Combs (Derek Luke), Tillman presents Biggie as  bright child wha grew up to be a drug dealer before finding his true calling on stage, only to be cut down in the
prime of life. In his feature-film debut, Jamal "Gravy" Woolard captures Biggie's complexity--the loyalty to his crew, the disloyalty to his ladies (including Lil' Kim and Faith Evans)--but struggles to make him as sympathetic as the figure that
emerges in Nick Broomfield's Biggie & Tupac, simply because the script relies too heavily on the usual musical-bio clichés. Fortunately, several bright spots elevate the scenario, such as Anthony Mackie as Pac, Christopher Wallace Jr. as young
Biggie, and Woolard's rapping, which segues seamlessly into B.I.G.'s (the soundtrack mixes original tracks with remakes). If Notorious isn't a failure, it isn't a triumph either, but Tillman has crafted it with love and respect, and only a stone

could remain unmoved by the real-life funeral footage at the end. --Kathieen C. Fennessy

w



stills from Notorious (Click for larger image)

Product Description

Notorious is the story of Christopher Wallace who, through raw talent and sheer determination, transforms himself from a Brooklyn street hustler to one of the greatest rapper of all time, The Notorious B.L.G. This story charts his meteoric rise

to fame and his refusal to succumb to expectation. Produced by Voletta Wallace (BIG's mother), Wayne Barrowman and Mark Pitts (BIG's managers), Notorious challenges us all to redefine our notion of what "The American Dream" really is.

Customer Reviews
JokohoAs 60 # Great acting, I really like the music, and enjoyed the mouie, to bad he dyed, he had alot to offer. *

4.0 outof 5 stars Frank Contreras | 6 reviewers made a similar statement

5 star 30

4 star 1 # Never really knew what actually happened, now I'm more informed. *

3 star 13 George L Storer | 6 reviewers made a similar statement

2 star 4

1 star 2 % The DVD was in excellect condition and I will continue to purchase from this company. *

D.Amos | 4 reviewers made a similar statement

See all 60 customer reviews

Most Helpful Customer Reviews

18 of 20 people found the following review helpful

Jolofodo/c Great Music Biopic For the Hip Hop Genre Hiarch 15,2000
By TBoz

Format Blu-ray | Amazon Verified Purchase

Saw this when it was in theaters, and was pleasantly surprised it did not disappoint. What put this film over the top was the excellent casting; the characters of Biggie, Faith Evans, Lil Kim, and even
Tupac and Voletta Wallace (played by Angela Bassett) made this a believable account of what happened between these intersecting lives that left such a mark on musical history, and uitimately, a
tragedy. You really felt for young Christopher as he grew up in the 80's admiring the rising hip hop stars of the day, and perfecting his rhyming skills on the street, while trying to avoid the perils of
drugs and crime. What | liked most about this film was the humanity they brought fo his character, making him seem like more of a real person than a musical icon. He wasn't perfect by any stretch of
the imagination, but he was trying to be a good person, no matter what obstacles life threw in his way. Ultimately this is a tale of a flawed individual, as we all are, who was lucky enough to raise himself
out of the conditions he found himself in, and ried to make his mark on history, which ultimately, he did.

Comment | Was this review helpful toyou? Yes | Mo

17 of 22 people found the following review helpful

Jofededede Well-cast, beautiful cinematography, very slick editing and simply an amazing release on Blu-ray! April 24 2009
By Dennis A Amith (kndy)
Format Blu-ray

e

TOP 100 REVIEWER  VINE™ VOICE

The death of Christopher "Notorious B.1.G." Wallace in 1997 was a big shock to hip hop fans around the world.
The events preceding his death was well-known, well-documented in the media in regards to the major riff with the East Coast vs. West Coast hip hop feud.
Considered as one of the greatest hip hop artists ever, "Notorious" is a biopic that documents the life of Christopher "Notorious B | G." Wallace and grossing over $43 million worldwide

The film was directed by George Tillman, Jr. ("Soul Food" and "Men of Honor") and a screenplay co-written by Reggie Rock Bythewood and Cheo Hodari Coker (the author of "Unbelievable: The Life,
Death, and Afterlife of the Notorious B.1.G.") which showcases and celebrates the rapper's life.

VIDEO & AUDIO:

The NOTORIOUS Unrated Director's Cut Collector's Edition Blu-ray Disc is presented in widescreen format (2.55:1 ration) with English 5.1 DTS HD Master Audio and Spanish 5.1 Audio with French
and Spanish subtfitles. English subiitles will also be available for the deaf and hard of hearing.

Picture quality for "Notorious” looked amazing as you can see the skin pores quite clearly on high definition but what is most amazing is how New York was captured on film. From the beauty of the city
1o its gritty side, the level of vibrancy in the colors, beautiful cinematography and wonderful editing really made this biopic come alive.

As for the audio, audio is presenied in English 5.1 DTS HD Master Audio. Audio is crystal clear during the dialogue department but its even more exciting during the musical segments as your
speakers really showcase the drum and bass, giving your subwoofers a workout. From the performance of "Party & Bulls***t"fo the overall aimosphere with the crowd going wild, the soundirack is well
done!

SPECIAL FEATURES:

The "Notorious" Blu-ray Disc is jam-packed with special features. The 2-Disc Blu-ray version includes a digital copy and also the unrated director's cut and theatrical version of the fim. Special
features included are:

* Commentary with Director George Tillman, Jr.. Co-Screenwriter Reggie Rock Bythewood, Co-Screenwriter Cheo Hodari Coker and Editor Dirk Westervelt - This commentary features the filmmaking
side of "Notorious". Really well-done and there is a picture-in-picture segment featuring the screenplay and interviews with the talent

* Commentary with Producer/Biggie's Mom Voletta Wallace, Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow and Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Mark Pitts - This is a very unique commentary. For one,
Ms. Wallace was very instrumental for the film but what | enjoyed abut this commentary and hearing his co-managers talk is them actually chiming in what was different in terms of the real Chris
Wallace and the version portrayed on the film. Small situations such as when Chris goes to prison for the first time, his first and only call is to his mother and for Chris, panicking he cusses. His mother
was clear that her son knew better than to cuss around her and never did. So, that was quite interesting to hear.

* Behind the Scenes’ "Making of Notorious" Featurette - (27:22) Interviews with Voletta Wallace, Director Frank Tillman, Jr_, Christopher Wallace's friends and the talent. Leaming on how the casting
director's searched for the right talent to play the certain roles for the film. Behind-the-scenes footage of the planning for the film from casting auditions to how authentic the crew wanted to make this
film and making sure New York during that time was captured correctly. Interviews with the actual people close to Biggie and the people portraying them.

=1 Got a Story fo Tell: The Lyrics of Biggie Smalls - (9:28) How Notorious B1.G. was an icon. Interviews with radio DJ's, magazine interviewers. friends and family of Biggie explaining to the viewer how
great a guy he was and how humorous he is.

*NOTORIOUS Thugs: Casting the Film - (9:05) Inferviews with the casiing directors Twinkie Byrd and Pamela Frazier and how and why they made their final decision in casting the main characters for
the film.

* Biggie Boot Camp - (6:48) Interview with Director Frank Tillman, Jr. and how the characters had to go through a boot camp in order to prepare for their roles and make the film as authentic as
possible. From acting coach to the live performances.

* Anatomy of a B.L.G. Performance - (5:15) Interview with Director Frank Tillman, Jr. & Little Cease about getting the details right for Noforious B.|.G. shows. And basing the live footage of the film from
the actual recorded live performances. How there was no lip syncing and how the talent had to make the crowd move.
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Most Recent Customer Reviews

Foicdedode The best

What a great movie it is the best R.|.P to Biggie
the best rapper that has ever lived no
comparison!111111

Published 5 days ago by Mr.Daniel H

Jrfededels KEeP it Gangsta!

Felt like keeping it real so | purchased this
movie. It's aight! :D Made me want to listen to all
of B..G's songs!

Published 1 month ago by roxana martinez

#ofcdcdole Loved this movi
"Notorious" was a powerful film with rich
character development and strong acting. It
really gave a different perspective from how
Biggie was porirayed in the media

Published 1 month age by D. Lewis

Jrifedededc REST IN PEACE Biggie

What can i say about this DVD...1 am a 44 year
old white man and | Listen to Biggie all the
time. and Tupac and Eminem as well as other
types of music,but when i heard about this_
Read more

Published 2 months ago by Daimlerbenz

Jolodololc Great Story

Enjoyed the music. story & the babes. Never
really knew what actually happened, now I'm
more informed. Shows how decisions in our life's.
affect our future & others around us. Read more
Published 3 months ago by George L Storer

Yolcinlols Wateh it if you're into Biggie
Smalls, but don't expect it to feel...

It was an entertaining movie. | think | was just
expecting a lot, and it doesn't compare to the
real Biggie footage. Read more

Published 3 months ago by SD

Folrindodr bad

Love the movie but amazon has a bad habit of
sending me broken DVD cases or messed up
boxes. Im picky about the condition

Published 3 months ago by perk

#ofcfo/ols Music Doco/Drama
Even though | am NOT a Hip-Hop/Rap fan, | was
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*The B.l.G. Three-Sixty - A segment featuring the filming of the murder of Notorious B.1.G. near Wilshire Bivd. and Fairfax Ave. A 360 segment which the viewer can go left and right and each section
nhas a video of certain segments that deal with the shooting of the murder scene.

o The Petersen - (1:13) Going behind the scenes of the Petersen Museum for the parily that Biggie attended, hours before he was murdered. Interview with producer Trish Hoffman, Wayne Barrow,
co-writer Cheo Hodari Coker and Director Frank Tillman, Jr.

0 Directing the Last Moments - (2:10) Director Frank Tillman, Jr. discussing how difficult the scene was to shoot.
o0 It Happened Right Here - (1:23) Interview with Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow discussing the spot where Biggie was killed.
0 The Petersen Exit - (2:15) Interviews with crew and talent in regards to the scene when Biggie and his friends leave the Petersen Exit minutes before he is killed at the stoplight.

0 The Shooting - (4:12) Interview with Director Frank Tillman, Jr_, Cheo Hodari Coker and Reggie Rock Bythewood (co-writers) and Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow and producer Robert
Teitel discussing how difficult it was to shoot the heartwrenching scene and shooting in the actual corner of where it all happened.

0 The Impala - (1:12) Interview with Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow discussing the Chevy Impala that the killer drove.

o The Unforiunate Violent Act - (1:09) Interview with Reggie Rock Bythewood (co-writer) on how they shot the scene because the investigation to Biggie's death is still ongoing.
0 The Window - (1:30) Interview with FX Technician Larz Anderson on how they made the broken glass window affect without firing a bullet.
* Deleted Scenes - (12:13) A total of nine deleted scenes and an extended scene with a brief text introduction fo each scene.

0 Assassin assembles his gun

o Taking care of business

0 Big on his own

o Finding inspiration

0 The assassin watches.

0 In the hotel pool

o East Coast in the house

0 After the accident

0 The assassin backs up

0 Extended Concert: Primo Street Rap

* BD-Live Feature - The Music: get even closer with the music of B.I.G. with this interactive trivia track and tag and track your favorite songs throughout the movie.
* BonusVIEW - Life After Death: Making NOTORIOUS

"NOTORIOUS" was an absolutely, wonderful film and the Blu-ray Disc was magnificent!

What | loved about the film is how much was put into making the film look authentic when it came to the kind of clothes, the type of haircut, the type of vehicles, the live performances and of course, the
talents.

The crew's determination to achieve authenticity was just amazing, James Woolard as Christopher Wallace was well-acted and his mannerisms was well-captured. | also thought that it was so touching
for Biggie's son, Christopher Jordan Wallace playing his father at a young age. The young man did a great job portraying his father.

Angela Bassett really showcased Voletta Wallace's strength and caring for her son as a single mother and portrayed her quite well with emotion of happiness, sadness, anger, etc. Bassett definitely
gave a powerful performance especially capturing the moment when Voletta realized how important her son's music was to his fans.

Derek Luke also portrayed Sean "Puffy" Combs quite well and capiuring his mannerisms, especially onstage and doing Puffy's dance moves.

‘You also have give credit to Biggie's entourage as Dennis L.A. White did a great job as Damion "D-Roc” Builer, capiuring the time they were hustling on the sireets and then afterward as a friend and
being there when he died. Marc John Jefiries as Lil Cease as Biggie's small friend but with a big heart and always there for him_ Also, Kevin Phillips as Biggie's manager Mark, did a good job showing
his concern and for his sake, as well as his mother's sake, taking care of him

The ladies in Biggie's life was well played by Antonique Smith as Faith Evans, Amanda Christopher as Keisha and Naturi Naughton as Lil Kim. Antonique having an impressive voice and having grown
up listening and singing Faith Evans songs, definitely brought her beauty to the film. Naturi Naughton as Lil Kim was well-cast, especially for the actress showcasing the actual talent's sexiness and
how she became the sex-driven hip hop artist. That was quite interesting to know.

Well-cast and again. kudos to the crew for making sure these falents got down the mannerisms of their real counterparts.

Another major positive for the film is the cinematography and editing.... Read more »

Comment | Was this review helpful toyou? Yes | Mo

13 of 17 people found the following review helpful

Jefeieiids A disappointing portrayal of an amazing talent. December 23, 2009
By F. Greer

Format DVD

When this movie first came out, | was so excited to see a biography of such a talented artist. Boy, was | disappointed.

The movie was quite obviously engineered and manipulated by Puffy and Bad Boy Records. Throughout the film, Puffy was porirayed as a virtual saint-—-always "saving the day" with his words of
wisdom and innocence. He was never shown doing drugs (despite nearly everyone else smoking blunts throughout the whole movie), participating in the sex-filled music scene. or deing anything that
would shed even a hint of a shadow upon him_ It was quite sickening how sainily he is portrayed, especially when we all know betier.

Tupac's porirayal was also hard o believe. His character made odd appearances throughout the film, always appearing as a paranoid, hyper-acting, shallow punk. As a huge Tupac fan, | was quite
offended by the way he is portrayed.

The east/west feud was knocked down to a simple misunderstanding fueled by Tupac's baseless paranoia and the media. Biggie was portrayed as a victim of the feud. He just couldn't understand why
Tupac would suddenly turn on him, since they had always been friends. (Poor littie B.L.G.) All responsibility for fighting and fueling the feud was put on the media and Tupac. None was put onto Biggie
or the saintly Puffy. They were helpless victims in the whole thing.

Biggie and Faith Evan's relationship was poorly developed. The movie seemed to focus more on Big and Kim's relationship than his and Faith's marriage. It was quite confusing

Big's first child with his high school girlfriend was ill-developed and just plain confusing. His girlfriend was not even introduced until she showed up to tell him she was pregnant. Then, she was virtually
dropped, making minor appearances from then on. The best way | can describe it is just plain weird.

Throughout the movie, song lyrics were dropped in as dialogue, such as "mo money, mo problems” and "to change the world, you have to change yourself" It seemed fake and engineered—a real
eye-rolier.

Though the movie was quite long, it was difficult to understand. Characters were abruptly introduced and had sudden major roles, but | couldn't figure out who they were. | actually had to review
Biggie's biography while watching the movie to figure out exactly what was going on.

The film did have some positive notes. Some of the casting was wonderful. Lil' Kim and Biggie were both spot-on believable—-the way they spoke, their mannerisms and their rapping. And the music
was, of course, fantastic.

Maybe Shug will now produce a rival, west-coast rendition of Tupac's life. :-P
I'm sure if he does, it will have the nerve and gumption that Notorious does not.

intrigued with the authenticity of the history of
this artist. Read more
Published 4 months ago by MR B J CLARK

#riciedodc Brooklyn For Life

To get characters that really could pass for the
real person, wonderful. A legend cut down way
before his time. Read more

Published 4 months ago by Liz Gee

#ricdedodc Notorious Review

This is a great movie. | didn't know that he only
was in the lime light for roughly 5 years. Very
informative.

Published 5 months ago by John Childress
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Product Details
Actors: Jamal Woolard, Anthony Mackie, Derek | uke, Mohamed Dione, Dennis L.A. White
Directors: George Tillman Jr.
Writers: Cheo Hodari Coker, Reggie Rock Bythewood
Producers: George Paaswell, Mark Pitts, Robert Teitel, Sean Combs, Trish Hofmann

Format: AC-3, Blu-ray, Collector's Edition, Celor, Dolby, DTS Surround Sound, NTSC, Subtitled, Widescreen
Language: English (DTS 5.1), French (Dolby Surround), Spanish (Dolby Surround)

Subtitles: English, French, Spanish

Region: Region A/1 (Read more about DVD/Blu-ray formats.)

Aspect Ratio: 2.40:1

Number of discs: 2

Rated: &

Studio: Twentieth Century Fox

DVD Release Date: April 21, 2009

Run Time: 122 minutes

Average Customer Review: 7t
ASIN: BOO1TUZI20

(60 customer reviews)

Amazon Best Sellers Rank: 20,978 in Movies & TV (See Top 100 in Movies & TV)

Did we miss any relevant features for this product? Tell us what we missed.
Would you like to update product info, give feedback on images, or tell us about a lower price?

Learn more about "Notorious [Blu-ray]" on IMDb

Special Features

None.

Editorial Reviews

Amazon.com

In music terms, Brooklyn's Christopher "Biggie Smalls” Wallace was 2 hip-hop superstar to rival Oakland's Tupac Shakur. In movie terms, however, 2Pac has long overshadowed B.1.G. with the films he made as an actor and the documentaries
that followed in the wake of his similarly-unsolved murder. George Tillman Jr. (Souf Food, Men of Honor) aims to correct that imbalance with Notorious, the authorized biography of the larger-than-life New York rapper. Produced by his mother,
Voletta Wallace (played by Angela Bassett), and record producer Sean "Puffy” Combs (Derek Luke), Tillman presents Biggie as a bright child who grew up to be a drug dealer before finding his true calling on stage, only to be cut down in the
prime of life. In his feature-film debut, Jamal "Gravy" Woolard captures Biggie's complexity--the loyalty to his crew, the disloyalty to his ladies (including Lil' Kim and Faith Evans)--but struggles to make him as sympathetic as the figure that
emerges in Nick Broomfield's Biggie & Tupac, simply because the script relies too heavily on the usual musical-bio clichés. Fortunately, several bright spots elevate the scenario, such as Anthony Mackie as Pac, Christopher Wallace Jr. as young
Biggie, and Woolard's rapping, which segues seamlessly into B.I.G.'s (the soundtrack mixes original tracks with remakes). If Notorious isn't a failure, it isn't a triumph either, but Tillman has crafted it with love and respect, and only a stone
could remain unmoved by the real-life funeral footage at the end. --Kathleen C. Fennessy
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Product Description

Notorious is the story of Christopher Wallace who, through raw talent and sheer determination, transforms himself from a Brooklyn street hustler to one of the greatest rapper of all time, The Notorious B.I.G. This story charts his meteoric rise

to fame and his refusal to succumb to expectation. Produced by Voletta Wallace (BIG's mother), Wayne Barrowman and Mark Pitts (BIG's managers), Notorious challenges us all to redefine our notion of what "The American Dream” really is.

Customer Reviews

& Never really knew what actually happened, now I'm more informed. *

Gearge L Storer | 7 revi rs made a similar statement

W

H

5 star

o & Great acting, I really like the music, and enjoyed the movie, to bad he dyed, he had alot to offer.
3star Frank Contreras | 7 reviewers made a similar statement

2 star 4

1 star 2 % The DVD was in excellect condition and I will continue to purchase from this company. *

D.Amos | 4 reviewers made a similar statement

See all 60 customer reviews

Most Helpful Customer Reviews

18 of 20 people found the following review helpful

Jeifedodedc Great Music Biopic For the Hip Hop Genre llarch 15 2003
8y T Boz

Farmat Blu-ray | Amazon Verified Purchase

Saw this when it was in theaters, and was pleasantly surprised it did not disappoint. What put this film over the top was the excellent casting; the characters of Biggie. Faith Evans, Lil Kim, and even
Tupac and Voletta Wallace (played by Angela Bassett) made this a believable account of what happened between these infersecting lives that left such a mark on musical history, and uttimately, a
tragedy. You really felt for young Christopher as he grew up in the 80's admiring the rising hip hop stars of the day. and perfecting his rhyming skills on the sireet, while trying to avoid the perils of
drugs and crime. What | liked most about this film was the humanity they brought to his character, making him seem like more of a real person than a musical icon. He wasn't perfect by any stretch of
the imagination, but he was trying to be a good person, no matter what obstacles Iife threw in his way. Ultimately this is a tale of a flawed individual, as we all are, who was lucky enough to raise himself
out of the conditions he found himself in, and tried to make his mark on history, which ultimately, he did

Comment | Was this review helpful to you? | Yes | | No

17 of 22 peaple found the following review helpful

Foloioiole Well-cast,
By Dennis A Amith (kndy)
Format Blu-ray

graphy, very slick editing and simply an amazing release on Blu-ray! April 24, 2009
TOP_ !IW_ REU!EV_VER VINE™ _VOIEE

The death of Christopher "Motorious B.1.G." Wallace in 1997 was a big shock to hip hop fans around the world.
The events preceding his death was well-known, well-documented in the media in regards to the major riff with the East Coast vs. West Coast hip hop feud.
Considered as one of the greatest hip hop artists ever, "Notorious" is a biopic that documents the life of Christopher "Notorious B.|.G." Wallace and grossing over $43 million worldwide

The film was directed by George Tillman, Jr_ ("Soul Food" and "Men of Honor") and a screenplay co-written by Reqggie Rock Bythewood and Cheo Hodari Coker (the author of "Unbelievable: The Life,
Death, and Afterlife of the Notorious B.1.G.") which showcases and celebrates the rapper's life.

VIDEO & AUDIO!

The NOTORIOUS Unrated Director's Cut Collector's Edition Blu-ray Disc is presented in widescreen format (2.55:1 ration) with English 5.1 DTS HD Master Audio and Spanish 5.1 Audio with French
and Spanish subtities. English subtities will also be available for the deaf and hard of hearing.

Picture quality for "Motorious" looked amazing as you can see the skin pores quite clearly on high definition but what is most amazing is how New York was captured on film. From the beauty of the city
1o its gritty side, the level of vibrancy in the colors, beautiful cinematography and wonderful editing really made this biopic come alive:

As for the audio, audio is presented in English 5.1 DTS HD Master Audio. Audio is crystal clear during the dialogue department but its even more exciting during the musical segments as your
speakers really showcase the drum and bass, giving your subwoofers a workout. From the performance of "Party & Bulls*™t"fo the overall atmosphere with the crowd going wild, the soundtrack is well
done!

SPECIAL FEATURES

The "Notorious" Blu-ray Disc is jam-packed with special features. The 2-Disc Blu-ray version includes a digital copy and also the unrated director's cut and theairical version of the film. Special
features included are:

* Commentary with Director George Tillman, Jr.. Co-Screenwriter Reggle Rock Bythewood, Co-Screenwriter Cheo Hodan Coker and Editor Dirk Westervelt - This commentary features the fimmaking
side of "Motorious”. Really well-done and there is a picture-in-picture segment featuring the screenplay and interviews with the talent

* Commentary with Producer/Biggie's Mom Voletia Wallace, Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow and Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Mark Pitts - This is a very unigue commentary. For one,
Ms. Wallace was very instrumental for the film but what | enjoyed abut this commentary and hearing his co-managers talk is them actually chiming in what was different in terms of the real Chris
Wallace and the version portrayed on the film. Small situations such as when Chris goes to prison for the first time, his first and only call is to his mother and for Chris, panicking he cusses. His mother
was clear that her son knew better than to cuss around her and never did. So, that was quite interesting to hear.

* Behind the Scenes: "Making of Notorious" Featurette - (27:22) Interviews with Voletta Wallace, Director Frank Tillman, Jr., Christopher Wallace's friends and the talent. Learning on how the casting
director's searched for the right talent o play the certain roles for the film. Behind-the-scenes footage of the planning for the film from casting auditions to how authentic the crew wanied to make this
film and making sure New York during that time was capiured correctly. Interviews with the actual people close to Biggie and the people portraying them

*1 Got a Story to Tell: The Lyrics of Biggie Smalls - (9:28) How Notorious B1.G. was an icon. Interviews with radio DJ's, magazine interviewers, friends and family of Biggie explaining to the viewer how
great a guy he was and how humorous he is.

* NOTORIQUS Thugs: Casting the Film - (9:05) Interviews with the casting directors Twinkie Byrd and Pamela Frazier and how and why they made their final decision in casting the main characters for
the film

* Biggie Boot Camp - (6:48) Interview with Director Frank Tillman, Jr_ and how the characiers had fo go through a boot camp in order to prepare for their roles and make the film as authentic as
possible. From acting coach to the live performances.

= Anatomy of a B...G. Performance - (5:15) Interview with Director Frank Tillman, Jr. & Liitie Cease about geiting the details right for Notorious B.l.G. shows. And basing the live footage of the film from
the actual recorded live performances. How there was no lip syncing and how the talent had to make the crowd move.

* Party & Bulls**t (never-before-seen footage of the real B.1.G.) - (3:42) Oldschool never-seen-before live footage of Party & Bulls*™t

*The B.L.G. Three-Sixty - A segment featuring the filming of the murder of Notorious B.|.G. near Wilshire Blvd. and Fairfax Ave. A 360 segment which the viewer can go left and right and each section
has a video of certain segments that deal with the shooting of the murder scene

o The Petersen - (1:13) Going behind the scenes of the Petersen Museum for the party that Biggie attended, hours before he was murdered. Interview with producer Trish Hoffman, Wayne Barrow,
co-writer Cheo Hodari Coker and Director Frank Tillman, Jr.
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Most Recent Customer Reviews

What a great movie it is the best R.|.P to Biggie
the best rapper that has ever lived no
comparison! 111111

Published 5 days ago by Mr.Daniel H

¥olt KEeP it Gangsta!

Felt like keeping it real so | purchased this
movie. It's aight! ‘D Made me want o listen to all
of B.L.G's songs!

Published 1 month ago by roxana martinez

i © Loved this movie!!!
"Motorious" was a powerful film with rich
character development and strong acting. It
really gave a different perspective from how
Biggie was porirayed in the media

Published 1 month aga by D. Lewis

Jofcicdo/c REST IN PEACE Biggie

What can i say about this DVD._._| am a 44 year
old white man and i Listen to Biggie all the
time.and Tupac and Eminem as well as other
types of music,but when | heard about this...
Read more

Published 2 months ago by Daimlerbenz

Jricdodede Great Story

Enjoyed the music, story & the babes. Never
really knew what actually happened, now I'm
more informed. Shows how decisions in our life's.
affect our future & others around us. Read more
Published 3 months ago by George L Storer

v Wateh it if you're into Biggie
Smalls, but don't expectitto feel...

It was an entertaining movie. | think | was just
expecting a lot, and it doesn't compare to the
real Biggie footage. Read more

Published 3 months ago by SD

* ¢ bad

Love the movie but amazon has a bad habit of
sending me broken DVD cases or messed up
boxes. Im picky about the condition

Published 3 months ago by perk

Even though | am NOT a Hip-Hop/Rap fan, | was
intrigued with the authenticity of the history of
this artist. Read more

Published 4 months ago by MR B J CLARK

To get characters that really could pass for the



o Directing the Last Moments - (2:10) Director Frank Tillman, Jr. discussing how difficult the scene was to shoot.
o It Happened Right Here - (1:23) Interview with Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow discussing the spot where Biggie was killed.
0 The Petersen Exit - (2:15) Interviews with crew and talent in regards to the scene when Biggie and his friends leave the Petersen Exit minutes before he is killed at the stoplight.

0 The Shooting - (4:12) Interview with Director Frank Tillman, Jr., Cheo Hodari Coker and Reggie Rock Bythewood (co-writers) and Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow and producer Robert
Teitel discussing how difficult it was to shoot the heartwrenching scene and shooting in the actual corner of where it all happened.

o The Impala - (1:12) Interview with Producer/Biggie's Co-Manager Wayne Barrow discussing the Chewvy Impala that the killer drove.

0 The Unfortunate Violent Act - (1:09) Interview with Reggie Rock Bythewood (co-writer) on how they shot the scene because the investigation to Biggie's death is still ongoing.
0 The Window - (1:30) Interview with FX Technician Larz Anderson on how they made the broken glass window affect without firing a bullet.
* Deleted Scenes - (12:13) A total of nine deleted scenes and an extended scene with a brief text introduction fo each scene.

0 Assassin assembles his gun

0 Taking care of business

0 Big on his own

0 Finding inspiration

0 The assassin watches

o In the hotel pool

0 East Coast in the house

o After the accident

0 The assassin backs up

o Exiended Concert: Primo Street Rap

* BD-Live Feature - The Music: get even closer with the music of B.I.G. with this interactive trivia track and tag and track your favorite songs throughout the movie.
* BonusVIEW - Life After Death: Making NOTORIOUS

"NOTORIOUS" was an absolutely, wonderful film and the Blu-ray Disc was magnificent!

What | loved about the film is how much was put into making the film look authentic when it came to the kind of clothes, the type of haircut, the type of vehicles, the live performances and of course, the
talents.

The crew's determination to achieve authenticity was just amazing, James Woolard as Christopher Wallace was well-acted and his mannerisms was well-captured. | also thought that it was so touching
for Biggie's son, Christopher Jordan Wallace playing his father at a young age. The young man did a great job portraying his fatner.

Angela Bassett really showcased Voletta Wallace's strength and caring for her son as a single mother and porirayed her quite well with emotion of happiness, sadness, anger, eic. Bassett definitely
gave a powerful performance especially capturing the moment when Voletta realized how important her son's music was to his fans.

Derek Luke also portrayed Sean "Puffy” Combs quite well and capiuring his mannerisms, especially onstage and doing Puffy's dance moves.

‘You also have give credit to Biggie's entourage as Dennis L A. White did a great job as Damion "D-Roc" Butler, capturing the time they were hustling on the streets and then afterward as a friend and
being there when he died. Marc John Jeffries as Lil Cease as Biggie's small friend but with a big heart and always there for him. Also, Kevin Phillips as Biggie's manager Mark, did a good job showing
his concern and for his sake, as well as his mother's sake, taking care of him.

The ladies in Biggie's life was well played by Antonique Smith as Faith Evans, Amanda Christopher as Keisha and Naturi Naughton as Lil Kim. Antonique having an impressive voice and having grown
up listening and singing Faith Evans songs, definitely brought her beauty to the film. Naturi Naughton as Lil Kim was well-cast, especially for the actress showcasing the actual talent's sexiness and
how she became the sex-driven hip hop artist. That was quite interesting to know.

Well-cast and again, kudos to the crew for making sure these talents got down the mannerisms of their real counterparts.

Another major positive for the film is the cinematography and editing.... Read more »

Comment | Was this review helpful toyou? Yes | No

13 of 17 people found the following review helpful
Jofoioiols A disappointing portrayal of an amazing talent. December 28, 2009
By F. Greer

Format DVD

When this movie first came out, | was so excited to see a biography of such a talented artist. Boy, was | disappoinied.

The movie was quite obviously engineered and manipulated by Puffy and Bad Boy Records. Throughout the film, Puffy was portrayed as a virtual saint—-always "saving the day" with his words of
wisdom and innocence. He was never shown doing drugs (despite nearly everyone else smoking blunts throughout the whole mavie). participating in the sex-filed music scene, or doing anything that
would shed even a hint of a shadow upon him. It was quite sickening how saintly he is portrayed, especially when we all know betier.

Tupac's portrayal was also hard fo believe. His character made odd appearances throughout the film, always appearing as a paranoid, hyper-acting, shallow punk. As a huge Tupac fan, | was quite
offended by the way he is portrayed.

The eastiwest feud was knocked down to a simple misunderstanding fueled by Tupac's baseless paranoia and the media. Biggie was porirayed as a victim of the feud. He just couldn't understand why
Tupac would suddenly turn on him, since they had always been friends. (Poor litile B.1.G.) All responsibility for fighting and fueling the feud was put on the media and Tupac. None was put onto Biggie
or the saintly Puffy. They were helpless victims in the whole thing.

Biggie and Faith Evan's relationship was poorly developed. The movie seemed fo focus more on Big and Kim's relationship than his and Faith's marriage. It was quite confusing.

Big's first child with his high school girlfriend was ill-developed and just plain confusing. His girlfriend was not even introduced until she showed up to fell him she was pregnant. Then, she was virtually
dropped. making minor appearances from then on. The best way | can describe it is just plain weird.

Throughout the movie, song lyrics were dropped in as dialogue, such as "mo money, mo problems” and "to change the world, you have to change yourseli." It seemed fake and engineered--a real
eye-roller.

Though the movie was quite long, it was difficult to understand. Characters were abruptly introduced and had sudden major roles, but | couldn't figure out who they were. | actually had to review
Biggie's biography while watching the movie to figure out exactly what was going on.

The film did have some positive notes. Some of the casting was wonderful. Lil' Kim and Biggie were both spot-on believable—the way they spoke, their mannerisms and their rapping. And the music
was, of course, fantastic.

Maybe Shug will now produce a rival, wesi-coast rendition of Tupac's life. P
I'm sure if he does, it will have the nerve and gumption that Notorious does not.

1 Comment | Was this review helpful to you? | Yes | No

> See all 60 customer reviews (newest first)
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real person, wonderful. A legend cut down way
before his time. Read more:
Published 4 months ago by Liz Gee

#ofcdololc Notorious Review

This is a great movie. | didn't know that he only
was in the lime light for roughly 5 years. Very
informative.

Published 5§ months ago by John Childress
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Notorious B.1.G.'s Life Celebrated On 15th Anniversary
Of His Death

Hip-hop icon was fatally gunned down 15 years ago today at age 24.
By Rob Markman (@RobMarkman)

March 9, 1997 There was absolutely nothing that could have prepared hip

-hop fans for the tragic event that took place on that grim day. Then ]
again, there was not much warning when the [Notorious B.L.G. enfered the Tolearn the 5{9"5
hip-hop world either. Sure, there were key cameos on records with Mary of autism,
J. Blige and reggae star Super Cat, but when all was said and done and

B.1.G. was gunned down 15 years ago today, it became clear that rap

had lost one of the great ones — perhaps the greatest one of all time.

In the beginning, Biggie Smalls wasn't even the most prominent star on
his label. That position was occupied by rapper Craig Mack, whose 1994
hit single "Flava in Ya Ear” initially set the mark of Sean "Diddy" Combs"
4 newly minted Bad Boy Records. B.L.G. was a respected lyricist, a raw
rapper wha at first seemed unlikely to make a mark on radio. In fact, one
Notorious BIG of his earliest singles, "Just Playing (Dreams),” poked fun at some of
. Photo: Getty Images music’s biggest hitmakers like Mariah Carey and Patti LaBelle. Then, on
September 13, 1994, things done changed.

Related Videos

1 Notorious B.L.G. Freestyles
(1995)
[

autismspeaks.org

Notorious B.LG. Freestyles (1895) -
- { 1.G. "Nasty Girl” g

0 Notorious B.1.G. "Mo Money,
Mo Problems™ i AUTISM SPEAKS
[ et e,

On his debut album, Ready to Die, Biggie would find an exceptional
balance between the unapologetic street rhymes for which he was
heralded and a newfound sense of the type of pop sensibility that radio
programmers love. On "Gimme the Loot,” he threatened to rob a pregnant
Notorious B.1.G. "Big Poppa” woman for her jewelry and then managed to sweet-talk the ladies on "Big
Poppa.” On his "One More Chance" remix, Big described himself as
"black and ugly as ever,” and though he didn't possess the physique of
an LL Cool J, Biggie's charm made him an unlikely sex symbal.

° I Notorious B.l.G. "Hypnotize™
Posted 3/25

Ready to Die would go on to be certified platinum four times over by the
RIAA, but between the bootleg copies and albums sold in largely
unaccounted for mem-and-pop shops, its impact was much greater.
Rappers like Jay-Z, Nas and Eminem readily admit the influence that
Big's opus had on their own art.

Before dropping his secand album, Biggie would branch out and start his
own label with partner Lance "Un" Rivera and release an album from his
group Junior MA F A in 1995 His sexy protégé Lil Kim would go on to
be a star in her own right.

B.1.G. had graduated. Once a street poet, the Notorious One transformed
himself into a rap don. He "went from ashy to classy,” he would later rap.
But as B.L.G.'s celebrity grew. so did the resentment of his rival rappers.
Biggie would become entangled in a lyrical tit-for-tat with onetime friend
Tupac Shakur and his Cali crew over at Death Row Records. It was
dubbed an East Coast/ West Coast beef. Rumors would then surface that
it was the Biggie and Pac beef that led to the shooting and eventual
death of Shakur in September 1996. Although those rumors continue to
persist in certain circles, there is no evidence that Tupac's feud with
Biggie led to his death.

With the hip-hop community picking up the pieces after Pac’s death,
B.1.G. continued to prepare his sophomore LP, Life Affer Death. On the
double-disc CD (24 tracks in total), the Brooklyn don would exhibit even
more musical growth. The underground spitter who at first never seemed
to have a chance at radio was easily making hits with the best of them
L.A.D’'s first single, "Hypnotize,"” hit #1 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart
and Big's sophomore album would go on to be certified diamond by the
RIAA, selling mare than 10 million capies

Sadly, the Notorious B.LG. didn't get to see how the world truly embraced
his final album. On March 9, 1997, Christopher Wallace, the Notorious
B.L.G., was gunned down at age 24 in a drive-by shooting in Los Angeles
after leaving a Soul Train Awards afterparty at the Petersen Automotive
Museum. Life After Death was released in stores 16 days later, on March
25,1997 His murder remains unsolved.

Join MTV News as we celebrate the Notorious B.1.G's life on the
15th anniversary of his death. From March 9 through March 25, we
will be rolling out exclusive and commemorative content from
Biggie's closest friends, collaborators and his biggest fans. To join
the conversation on Twitter, hit @MTVRapFix using the hashtag
#biggie15.
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The Notorious B.1.G.’s “Hypnotize”: Still Hypnotic 15 Years = oL
After His Death
X. Alexander March Oth, 2012 /f 2 Comments e 7] |wTweet!/12 n &d ﬁ m

Today marks the 15-year F

anniversary of The Notorious
BLG.'s untimely death, and a
decade and a half later his music
centinues to hypnotize. (Even
Britney Spears referenced him on
ful.")y

lastyear's “Drop Dead Bea
On March 8, 1997, at age 24,
Biggie (real name: Christopher
George Latore Wallace) was
gunned down in Los Angeles in a
drive-by shoofing, his killer never
apprehended. Butthe Grammy-
nominated “Hypnotize™ surged in
popularity and hit#1 on the
charts, as did his appropriately-
fitled posthumous album Life Affer Death. Recall one of the greatest hip hop singles of all time by watching
the acti ked video (featuring f , mermaids, and a car chase) below.

p

The Notorious B.1.G. — “Hypnotize”

“Hypnotize” posthumausly bacame The Notorious B.L.G's first #1 hit, staying at the peak position for three
weeks. In addition to that iconic track, Biggie gave us “Mo Money Mo Problems,” “Going Back To Cali,” “Big
Poppa,” and his feature on Puff Daddy’s “Been Around The World.”

Twitter or in the comments.

Does “Hypnotize® continue to hypnotize you? Let us know o
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BIGGIE is the Greatest rapper ever! Man | loved his poetry and thymes,
CLEVER! Because of him, | now
love (the pasitive, non vulgar part of) rap. His music and his ability to

they were groundbreaking and just

rhyme was unsurpassed and he was a3 true {railblazer. Just way ahead of
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Imagine a great legacy for this person and his family if all future proceeds
of this work goes to his family—now that's love for him and his future

loved ones.....May his spirit rest peacefully...He will always be
remembered.
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