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Gronkowski had a perfect response to Tom Brady’s hirthday message

A list of current free-maintenance programs is below, and let usknow if you would

consider a program like when shopping for a newcar.
Jaguar: Offers the longest program at five years or 50,000 miles, whichevercomes first.

Volkswagen: Totals four maintenance visits. Fromthe company's website: "Every 2010
Volkswagen comes with Carefree Maintenance, includinga no charge Courtesy Vehicle
Check. That means regularly scheduledmaintenance for three years or 36,000 miles, at no
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charge."
Volvo: Totals four service visits as well. From its website:

¢ Scheduled maintenance coverage for the first 3 years or 36,000 miles, whichever
occurs first

o The first four regularly scheduled maintenance services at 7,500, 15,000, 22,500 and
30,000 mileage intervals

BMW: From its website:

e New Vehicle/SAV Limited Warranty: This warranty covers defects in materials or
workmanship for the first four years or 50,000 miles, whichever comes first, so you
can rest assured your BMW will perform as expected.

¢ BMW Maintenance Program: One of the most comprehensive maintenance programs
in its class, covering all factory-recommended maintenance services during the New
Vehicle/SAV Limited Warranty Coverage Period, as well as specific items that require
replacement due to normal wear and tear, such as brake pads, brake discs and wiper
blade inserts.

Mini: Mini offers three-year or 36,000-mile free maintenance, plus freeroadside
assistance for four years or 50,000 miles.

Saab: Three years or 36,0000 miles.

Land Rover: Offers a complimentary first maintenance only at 15,000 miles for
mostmodels and 7,500 miles for the LR2.

Copyright © 2016, Chicago Tribune

This 'attr(data-c-typename)’ is related to: Luxury Vehicles Vehicles SUVs and Crossovers

http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/automotive/new/chi-cars-free-maintenance-052510-story. htmi[5/16/2016 1:43:38 PM]



More car manufacturers build in free maintenance - Chicago Tribune

BE THE FIRST TO COMMENT

http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/automotive/new/chi-cars-free-maintenance-052510-story.html[5/16/2016 1:43:38 PM]



Volvo XC60: No More Swedish Meatballs - The New York Times

International New fork imes

%
«- South Korea Accuses
Nissan of Cheating on
Emissions Tests

. DRIVEN

Video Review: A Sinewy
Camaro, Still With Muscle
Car Swagger

Hawaii Sues Takata, Hond
Alleging Cover-Up of
| Airbag Defect

AUTOMOBILES

Volvo XC60: No More Swedish Meatballs

By JERRY GARRETT JAN. 8, 2007

Introduced on Sunday: Volvo XC60 Concept

Is it real? This concept will bear a stronger resemblance to the production
model than Bruce Wayne does to Batman, minus the cape and funny hat.

What’s the point? Ford has this new Land Rover LR2 platform sitting
around, all lonely and otherwise unused, so why not stick a Volvo crossover
body on top of it?
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The Volvo XC60 concept car. Carlos Osorio/Associated Pross

What they said: “It is time to once and for all to forget about boxy
Volvos,” said Steve Mattin, the chief designer. “Instead we will make our
Swedish design heritage more emotional and radiant by adding sculptured,
exciting shapes and new innovative features.”

What they didn’t say: This platform may make for a wimpy Land Rover,
if you expect your Land Rovers to run with the gazelles and swim with the
crocodiles. Chances are, the architecture will be happier as a Volvo cross-
dresser. Fancy design tricks like see-through seats, a glass roof and a split
tailgate are destined for the cutting room floor.

What makes it tick? The concept uses the 3.2-liter in-line 6 from the
S80 and base XCgo that is optimized to run on E85 ethanol. In this
configuration it makes 30 more horsepower (265 total) than the gasoline
version. Faux greenery alert: the ethanol model gets 20 percent worse fuel
mileage.
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How much, how soon? On sale early in 2009. Expect it to be priced like
most new Volvo models: high.

How’s it look? Tkea meets Herman Miller.
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Volvo S60 is sporty, elegant and sate

By Cheryl Jensen, Special to Tribune newspapers
MARCH 14, 2011, 12:31 PM

lipping into the front seat of the new Volvo S60 — with its ultra-slim center console,
all-black interior with Volvo's "Shimmer Graphite" metal accents — I was struck by

its understated elegance.

An all-black interior is difficult to pull off. It can be depressing, or, as in this case, can
convey the refinement of Audrey Hepburn in the opening of "Breakfast at Tiffany's" in that
iconic Givenchy black gown.

http://www,chicagotribune.com/classiﬂed/automotive/new/sc-cons-03 10-autoreview-s60-201103 14-story. htm1[5/16/2016 1:37:37 PM]



Auto review: 2011 Volvo S60 is sporty, elegant and safe - Chicago Tribune

The rest of this sports sedan doesn't disappoint either.

It is not often that I have this much fun behind the wheel. OK, it doesn't have the sporty
feel of its rear-wheel-drive competitors; so at times it felt a bit nose-heavy going through
turns.

Promoted stories from the Chatter.com Network
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shake off disappointing finish with team costume party

But press hard on the accelerator and the S60 really takes off with 300 horsepower and
325 foot-pounds of torque starting at a low 2,100 rpm. This 3-liter turbocharged six-
cylinder engine is the most powerful six-cylinder that Volvo offers.

A six-speed automatic transmission with a manual shifting option is standard. Put it into
Sport mode and the downshifts seem to come far more quickly, making the S60 even more
responsive. This transmission replaces a five-speed automatic.
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The great power is matched by great steering, which is nicely weighted whether trundling
around town or on the highway. The body feels strong and rigid; unfortunately, a
noticeable amount of road noise intrudes.

I do have to compliment the Haldex all-wheel-drive system. The S60 was mistakenly
delivered with summer high-performance tires. Despite such a severe handicap, it was
able to progress up our snow-covered, steep New Hampshire driveway. It wasn't easy, but
it made it.

This is only the second generation of the S60, which was first introduced as a 2001 model.
The new model's wheelbase is 2.3 inches longer. It is an inch longer overall and 2.4 inches
wider. Along the way, however, it lost almost 2 cu.ft. in trunk space.

The T6 starts at $37,700 for a very nicely equipped car, which includes all-wheel drive, 18-
inch wheels, power driver's seat, power folding rear head restraints, leather sport 3-spoke
steering wheel, dual zone climate control, sound system with USB inputs and MP3
capability, Bluetooth interface, leather seats, satellite radio and a seeming redundancy of
stability and traction control features.

Safety features include side curtain airbags, side airbags and whiplash protection front
seats. But Volvo is now moving aggressively into the area of "active" safety to prevent
crashes with a goal of having no deaths or serious injuries in a Volvo by 2020.

Volvo says that City Safety, which is standard, can lessen or avoid low-speed rear-end
impacts at up to 19 mph by automatically stopping the S60 if a car in front stops
unexpectedly.

With a couple of packages and stand-alone options, the price of the vehicle I drove ran up
to $42,600.

The $1,500 premium package has power sunroof, power passenger seat, and dual xenon
gas discharge headlights that turn as the steering wheel turns to better see around curves.

The $2,100 technology package adds adaptive cruise control; lane departure warning;
distance alert and driver alert control. Two other features, collision warning and
pedestrian detection can apply full automatic braking to avoid collisions with a pedestrian
at up to 22 mph or with another vehicle if the speed difference between the two is up to 22
mph.
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With this Technology Package, the S60 has to be one of the most considerate cars on the
planet, concerned with keeping everyone safe under any circumstances and at any speed.

Mine also had metallic paint ($550) and a FOUR-C Chassis ($750), which lets the driver
choose from three driving modes (Comfort, Sport or Advanced). The Comfort mode
seemed to do a good job of muting big tar strips without marring the handling.

Volvo expects a popularly equipped model with the Premium Package and a couple of
other stand-alone options to run $41,400.

Allin all, it is an impressive blend of luxury, safety and performance at a price that is not
out of line in its segment.

transportation@tribune.com

Copyright © 2018, Chicago Tribune
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C70 convertible builds solid case for
Volvo

By Steven Cole Smith, Tribune Newspapers

JUNE 10, 2010

I t's sobering how close Volvo and Saab came to joining Mercury, Pontiac, Saturn,
Hummer, Plymouth, Isuzu, Daewoo and Oldsmobile on the growing list of recently
shuttered brands.

At the last minute, General Motors sold Saab to Spyker, a tiny Dutch sports-car
manufacturer. And Ford sold Volvo to Geely, China's largest privately owned automaker.

It would have been a shame to lose the two Swedish automakers, though the long-term
future of both is unclear: In Volvo's case, for instance, did Geely buy it to get a dealer

network to sell its Chinese-built vehicles here? Or does it plan to let Volvo operate with
some autonomy, building solid, premium automobiles for an admittedly niche market?

I hope the latter's the case, as I've seen little evidence that any Chinese manufacturer is
ready to do business in the U.S. under its own brand, with its own cars. The best thing
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Geely can do is watch Volvo and learn. But Sweden is among the most expensive places to
build a car and China is among the cheapest. So, if I worked at the Volvo plant in, say,
Uddevalla, Sweden, where this test car was assembled, I'd be worried.

Promoted stories from the Chatter.com Metwork
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shake off disappointing finish with team costume party

Fortunately, politics and posturing did not affect the 2010 Volvo C70, a model I had not
driven in several years — time enough to forget how much I like it. The C70 is a four-seat
convertible with a retractable hardtop that lowers into the trunk at the touch of a button.
Certainly there's something charming about traditional cloth tops, but these retractable
hardtops are the best of both worlds — the safety and structural integrity of a coupe and
the ability to go topless.

It doesn't hurt that, since its introduction in 1996, the C70 has been the vehicle that led
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Volvo away from its "boxy but good" reputation for industrial styling.

Inside, the C70 is showing its age a bit. Instruments and controls look a little dated, and
the optional, smallish navigation system pops up out of the dash top like an afterthought.
Front seats are a bit flat, with less adjustment than I like, but they're certainly adequate.
Rear seat room will satisfy two short passengers, especially if those riding upfront are
short, too.

Handling is not quite at sports-car levels, but it's very good, and the ride is smooth and
surprisingly quiet with the top up. Trunk space is 12.8 cubic feet with the top up, less than
half that with it stowed.

The 2010 C70 starts at $39,950, and with options, most of which I could happily do
without, the test car listed for $46,550. There will be some styling updates for 2011 — no
notable mechanical changes — so I would expect a discount off a 2010's sticker.

This is a good car. Volvo in general, and the C70 in particular, deserve a future. I hope
Geely sees it that way.

scsmithga@tribune.com
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2.8 million miles and counting

By Barbara Mahany, Tribune Newspapers

AUGUST 19, 2010, 5:54 PM

f you were to waddle down Irv Gordon's Long Island driveway, slide behind the wheel

of his old red Volvo and take a gander at the odometer, you'd see a measly parade of
five unassuming digits, starting with a straight-up 1, moving on to ho-hum 2, and backed
up by a hardly impressive trio, a mere 872. Not the stuff of news tales. Not even worth a
second glance.

Ah, but that old clicker belies the story here.

What you can't see are the 2.8 million miles already logged on the 1966 cherry-red Volvo P

1800. Maybe if you glanced at the plates, MILN MILR, you'd start to grasp the dimensions
of this long-distance epic.

Fact is, folks, Mr. Gordon, his trusty mechanics, Nino and Bob, and Volvo have kept
meticulous track of every last mile logged in, lo, these 44 years, and it seems Gordon is the
world-record driver. There's not a driver on the highways or the backroads, nor even any
cul-de-sac, who's eked more miles out of one trusty vehicle.
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shake off disappointing finish with team costume party

And the old red ever-reliable sedan, complete with crank windows and not a cupholder to
be had, is duly logged in the Guinness World Records as the four-wheeled epicenter of
"the highest certified mileage driven by the original owner in non-commercial service."

Gordon, who just turned 70 and figures he'll cross the 3-million mark some time in the
next three years, has been hooked on that car with no name ever since he walked into the
Volvoville dealers (now in Huntington, N.Y., then in Massapequa), and spied it sitting off
in a corner all by its lonesome.
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The year was 1966. He'd had it with a string of bad-luck Chevys, including one that broke
down four blocks away from the dealer as he drove it off the lot, and went downhill from
there.

He'd never seen nor heard of a Volvo, but a friend, a foreign-car freak, hauled him in to
see a Volvo convertible he'd spotted in a magazine. Turned out the dealer had shaved the
top off a P1800 sedan, made it into a topless little thing. And, while there, the salesman
tossed Gordon the keys, so he took that baby out for the next three hours.

He was hooked, all right. Came back with his dad and test-drove another one, complete
with top and air-conditioning to boot. But, seeing as he was a junior high science teacher
making a mere $4,200 a year, the $5,100 sticker price pushed the air-cooled car clear outa
reach.

So Gordon turned his attentions to the lonely red sedan. "That was on a Wednesday," he
recalls. "I came back on a Friday and drove it home. I took the folks for a drive. Then I
clocked 1,500 miles by Monday morning. I didn't sleep; I drove for two days. Around the
neighborhood— New York, New Jersey, Connecticut.”

Gordon's been driving ever since. Back in his teaching days, he logged 125 miles in the
back-and-forth to work, every schoolday. And averaged around 60,000 miles a year. But
once he retired, in 1996, he upped his yearly spins into the 100,000-plus neighborhood.
"Until it wore me down, and I got sick," he says, of all his long-distance hauls. "No
exercise, bad food, and who likes traffic," he adds, pinpointing the downside to all time
behind the wheel.

His longest single trip was one from Long Island to Los Angeles — some 2,800 miles, a
mere weekend's drive, from Friday night to Monday morn.

And despite his dutiful ministrations, the old car has suffered its bumps and bruises —
three times, to be precise.

"Usually when the car is parked," he says, ticking off the mishaps: There was the time the
tractor-trailer "buckled our nose," he says, his use of the plural possessive pronoun giving
away his attachment; "a lady in an Olds" who drove into the back of the car at a stoplight;
and the "lady in the "hood" who was trying to parallel park and took off the quarter panel.

Gordon, who is fastidious about each and every oil change, tire rotation and lubrication
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called for in the owner's manual ("must reading," he insists), has had the engine rebuilt
twice, and is sure as heck he'll hit the 3 millon mark before the old car earns its final glide

into P for Park.

He practically purrs when talking about the old car. "It's very, very comfortable," he says
of the driver's seat that's long since molded to his, um, contours. "It's like putting on an
old pair of shoes. I feel right at home. If I was blindfolded, I could find everything in that

"

car.

That's what happens when you're on the road for a long, long time with the one you love.
Even when that happens to be a car without a name.

bmahany@tribune.com
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DECEMBER 22, 2010, 7:56 PM

decade in the automotive industry is like the passing of the Mesozoic era; a lot

changes. In 2001, Hyundais were questionable and Toyota was infallible.

Pontiac, Oldsmobile and Plymouth existed. Scion did not. So it may come as a
bit of a surprise that it's been 10 years since Volvo pulled an all-new S60 out of the oven.

With the exception of an ornery transmission and navigation system, the 2011 S60 was
worth the wait.
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Volvos have always been long on safety and (with a few exceptions) short on sporty. The
company knew that if it was intent on positioning the S60 as competitive against the
segment's leading performers like the Audi A4 and BMW 3 series, engineers were going to
have to channel their inner Emeril Lagasse and "kick it up a notch."”

To wit, the engine in the S60 T6 all-wheel drive I tested (base price is $38,550) was a
three-liter, turbo-charged six-cylinder gem that pumps out 300 horsepower and 325
pound-feet of torque. The power comes on smooth, the turbo lag is minimal and Volvo
estimates a zero-to-60 time of 5.8 seconds, which frankly seems conservative.

Power is routed to the standard AWD system through a six-speed automatic transmission
with a manual mode (but no paddle shifters.)

This transmission is clearly the weak link in the car's performance, especially when you
push it. In full-automatic mode, the S60 avoids the red line like a frightened turtle and
instead upshifts too eagerly. Thinking you're clever by kicking the transmission into
manual mode only nets you slow shifts in either direction.

The rest of the S60's character is indeed sporty, though it doesn't quite have the dance
moves to vault it to the top of the segment. There is minor body roll and understeer, but
overall it's a very balanced, solid ride.

The sport mode affords the driver a bit more leeway in tossing the car around turns before
engaging the stability and traction control.

The steering feel is excellent, and drivers can choose from three levels of power assistance,
though this feature is ultimately superfluous as "normal” mode is the best choice.
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Those who think the S60 T6 is too powerful or too expensive should consider the T5. A
starting price of $32,300 gets buyers a front-wheel drive car with a 2.5-liter, five-cylinder
turbocharged engine good for 250 horsepower and 266 pound-feet of torque.

The only thing better than the T6's engine is the car's interior.

Everything you touch has a satisfying feel to it that tells you the Swedish hands that put
the cabin together are probably very good at massages t0o.

The leathers, plastics and metals are first rate and belie this Volvo's price tag. Same for fit
and finish. The seats are comfortable and supportive.

The presentation of the S60's controls and instrument panel is simple and clean without
being austere. Volvo fans will appreciate the familiar font in the jeweled speedometer and
tachometer, which carry over the floating gauges from Volvo's XC60 sport utility vehicle.

Things get ugly, figuratively speaking, when you turn to the navigation system.

After some 500 miles in the car, I found myself more eager to assemble a particle-board
dresser from [kea — drunk and blindfolded — than I was to use the system.

Entering a simple destination or finding a point of interest is maddeningly slow and
counter-intuitive. Other rote tasks such as adding a stop or changing your destination
mid-route are equally infuriating. Using a navigation system's voice commands is usually
foolproof, yet even this was an onerous task that required excessive repetition to get a
desired result.

Any navigation system today should be able to master these fundamental tasks. How do
you say "anger management” in Swedish?

The only other downside to the S60's interior is the snug rear legroom. If everyone in your
travelling party is tall, prepare to fight for the front seats.

The rest of the S60 is more spacious than its seems, both inside and out. All other
dimensions are about the same as an Audi A4 or BMW 3 series. The exterior casts forward
the avant-garde look that saw its genesis in the original S60. The look is sophisticated and
urbane, especially at the front of the car, where a futuristic collage of geometric shapes
converge.
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Protecting all this style (and occupants) is something Volvos have always excelled at, and
this S60 continues that legacy. All S60s come standard with a host of airbags including
side and side curtain, as well as traction and stability control, anti-lock brakes with brake
assist and what Volvo calls City Safety.

This system works at speeds up to 18 mph and uses an infrared laser to monitor the car in
front of you. If it senses that the leading car has slowed down or stopped and you have
neglected to hit the brakes, the S60 will brake for you.

Optional safety systems come in the Technology Package and include adaptive cruise
control, lane departure warning and a collision warning system that takes the City Safety
one step further. It operates at any speed and first warns a driver with a flashing red light
and alarm, and then brakes if the driver fails to do so.

Yet all of this technology doesn't come at the exorbitant cost you might see on other cars.
The S60, in any trim line, is a bit of a bargain. The loaded 300-horsepower T6 AWD I
tested came in at $46,200, and that includes the $2,100 technology system, a $2,700
multimedia package with a premium sound system, a moon roof and a backup camera.
The same power and content in an Audi or BMW would cost thousands more.

If this new S60 is any indication, it was a productive decade for the people at Volvo.
Shoppers would be wise to add it to their list. But if you buy one, be prepared to ask for
directions.

david.undercoffler@latimes.com
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Batteries That Can Multitask

By STEVEN ASHLEY JUNE 3, 2011

THERE’S more than meets the eye in the battery-powered model car sitting
in Emile Greenhalgh’s laboratory at Imperial College London.

The model has been modified by the researcher’s team to increase the
amount of electrical energy it can store — but not by installing a bigger
battery. Instead, the team added body components that double as
capacitors, devices that hold an electrical charge until they are tapped.

“Although the energies they provide are fairly modest,” Dr. Greenhalgh, a
composites expert, said, “they have shown that our material could be used
to smooth the demands on the battery, thus enhancing its life.”

Designers of full-scale electric vehicles are working toward the same goal:

battery reserves need to be extended because today’s technology typically
delivers only enough power for about 100 miles of driving. Larger batteries
are not necessarily the solution, either. Even the most advanced designs
weigh hundreds of pounds, reducing the vehicle’s range.

To help cut weight and increase driving distances, engineers are developing
car frames and bodies made of carbon fiber-reinforced composites, plastic

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/05/automobiles/05BATTERY .htmlf5/16/2016 12:33:06 PM]
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materials that can be 50 percent lighter than steel but provide superior
strength and rigidity. Although used in a handful of exotic sports cars,
carbon composites remain too costly for mass-market cars.

One potential solution is to build autos with carbon composites that can
also serve as batteries. The dual-function materials could make E.V.’s and
hybrid vehicles lighter as they simultaneously provide extra electricity.

“Structural power technology combines mechanical structure and energy
storage capabilities,” said Dr. Greenhalgh, who heads a group at the college
working on the concept. “This could allow us to have our cake and eat it
too.”

To enable the composite materials to store electricity, the resin that binds
the carbon fibers is laced with lithium ions; the fibers serve as conductive
electrodes for this type of charge-holding capacitor.

It is different from a battery, which produces electricity from a chemical
reaction. Another research group, at the Swedish Institute of Composites, is
working on a structural battery.

Dr. Greenhalgh also leads a wider European Union project, which includes
Volvo Cars, to study the innovative materials. “Volvo says that structural
power technology will be key to the E.V.’s they’re developing,” he said.

One of the project’s goals is to test a prototype E.V. with a trunk floor that
provides electricity. “We're expecting a 15 percent weight savings compared
to the standard battery in a conventional structure,” said Per-Ivar
Sellergren, an engineer at the Volvo Cars Materials Center in Gothenburg,
Sweden.

“Even though the panel will not be large enough to power the entire car, it
could provide enough power to switch the engine off and on when the car is
stopped at a traffic light,” he said.

Mr. Sellergren said that if future composite battery structures could store
energy as efficiently as lithium-ion batteries, an E.V. would require only the
roof, hood and trunk lid to be made of such materials to achieve an 8o-

mile range.
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Volvo S60 Concept. Adam Bird tor The New York Times

INTRODUCED ON SUNDAY Volvo S60 Concept

IS IT REAL? Close. The S60 design study will evolve into a production car
that goes on sale in 2010.

WHAT THEY SAID “The concept car is dazzled with the adrenaline of
modern Scandinavian design,” said Steve Mattin, senior vice president for
design at Volvo. “In the headlights, images of two miniature Viking
longboats sail side by side.”

WHAT THEY DIDN’T SAY The “real” car, the one that will end up on
the road, may be light on longboats. It may also be missing the genuine
crystal center console, meant to suggest a waterfall that flows down from
the instrument panel to course through the middle of the car, according to
Volvo’s promotional literature, Geno Effler, Volvo’s vice president for public
affairs, said, “Many of the elements you see will be in the future car, but
some, obviously, are impractical.” Definitely on the way out are the unusual
rear parallelogram doors that open out, then fold back along the car’s
haunches.

WHAT MAKES IT TICK? Almost nothing was said about an engine,
meant to be a high-efficiency 1.6-liter in-line 4. Instead, the S60 concept
makes a design statement for Volvo’s future exterior styling and a holster
for electronic safety technology, including an intelligent cruise control that
can brake the car to a full stop; a pedestrian-detection and -warning
system; and collision avoidance technology, which combines a camera and
on-board radar to detect an obstacle and either stop or slow the car,
depending on how fast it is traveling. Among some driver-usable goodies
are a J-shape lever on the center console that can be movedto select either
automatic or “manual like” shifting, and a set of horizontal louvers in the
front grille that can be opened or closed at the driver’s command. Volvo
representatives say the louvers are not crucial to the car’s performance; the
vehicle is actually more efficient with the grille closed. So the point appears
to be changing the car’s aesthetics, or just giving the driver something
more to play with.

HOW MUCH, HOW SOON? The concept car carries no price, of course,
but base prices for the existing S60 are in the low to mid $30,000 range.

HOW’S IT LOOK? The concept looks catlike and powerful — much more
in-your-face than any of Volvo’s current models. A lot of the concept is neat
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but nutty, like the “offset pony tail” slit in each front seatback. Someone in
marketing dreamed up the “longboats in the headlights” phrase, which
doesn’t quite come true, but atthe other end the taillights offer a distinctive
signoff to those you pass. If you want, you can believe all the talk about a
birchwood-and-sand interior that isn’t likely to survive intact in the
production car, but the reality is that Volvo has created a light, bright and
tight design that may speak to customers in any language.
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Automakers previewing new or overhauled models often release photographs of the cars Go to Complete List A»
obscured by shadows or draped in cloth. Here Volvo likewise offers tantalizing close-up :

glimpses of the vehicle as the artist touches it, but the video turns out to reveal less

about the S60 than about Mr. Armagan.

“I didn’t start out to be an artist, I just wanted to learn about the world around me that I
was living in,” Mr. Armagan says in Turkish in the subtitled video. “Feeling around with
my fingers has completely erased my blindness. It’s as if I see like anyone else.”

The avuncular Mr. Armagan, who is 56 and wears Ray-Ban Aviator sunglasses, was born
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| blind and impoverished, according to a biography on his Web site. The self-taught
artist’s work has been exhibited in Turkey, the Netherlands and the Czech Republic.

Like other blind artists, he bears down firmly when sketching, keeping track of
indentations. While drawing is growing more common among the blind, Mr. Armagan’s
mastery of both scale and perspective has aroused the interest of scientists.

“Esref is the blind person who has the largest set of perspective drawing skills to come to
light,” said John M. Kennedy, a psychology professor at the University of Toronto at
Scarborough, who has done research over three decades on how the blind draw.

Some blind artists have drawn from two-point perspective, capturing two surfaces of an
object, which in the case of a box means being able to draw it at eye level while facing a
corner. But Dr. Kennedy said Mr. Armagan was unusual in his ability to draw from a
three-point perspective, capturing that same corner of a box, but from above or below.

In the video, Mr. Armagan draws the S60 from a perspective above and slightly to the
side, depicting the grille and hood as well as its right side and roof. Then he paints —
using his fingers, and blow-drying the canvas between colors to avoid smears — a blue
sky with wisps of clouds and trees receding in the distance. While by no means
photorealistic, the car is recognizably a Volvo, with the brand’s telltale logo on its grille.

| Volvo is auctioning Mr. Armagan’s painting on eBay, with proceeds to go to the World
Blind Union, an international nonprofit group based in Toronto that works to eliminate
prejudice toward the blind. The auction is scheduled to conclude next Thursday.

“He’s showing us what is possible, and it’s indeed stuff that we thought for centuries was
impossible,” Dr. Kennedy said.

In a Harvard experiment featured in a Discovery Channel segment, Mr. Armagan
sketched while having his brain monitored by an M.R.L. scanner, and researchers

" marveled that on the monitor his visual cortex lighted up, much as it does with those
. who have sight.

" As for the artist’s depiction being the default preview of the S60, which will be publicly
unveiled at the Geneva Motor Show in March, that plan proved short-lived. Just days
after Volvo uploaded the video, spy photos of the new 860 began appearing on auto
blogs in Europe, and some of the more than 8,000 fans on Volvo’s official Facebook
page posted photos there, too. Volvo consequently released a pair of official photos on
Facebook on Nov. 10.

But Lukas Dohle, director of live communication and social media at Volvo, said in a
telephone interview from Sweden that the video — which has been viewed more than
260,000 times on Facebook, YouTube and other Web sites, Volvo says — is successful
irrespective of the leaks.

Judging from comments posted online, “it’s actually a lot of people who are not typical
car enthusiasts or petrol heads who are inspired by this film and this artist,” Mr. Dohle
: Said.

For his part, Mr. Armagan seemed inspired by the Volvo as well, joking at one point in
the video, “Are they going to let me drive it, too?”

copder T ol More Articles in Automobiles »
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FRISKY The $60. at last a true contender among sport sedans, is the first new car from Volvo since it was acquired by
Geely, a Chinese automaker. More Photos »
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Multimedia in its family-first cars — like the

terrific XC60 crossover — can come off as prissy to buyers
of sporting machines. Especially if those buyers suspect
that “safety” is the car’s point, with a few sprinkles of
excitement tossed on as a garnish.

g2 Slide Show e And when a good citizen like Volvo does proclaim a
2011 Volvo 860 breakthrough in BMW-style performance, with cars like

& Enlarge This Image _ the first-generation S60 sedan, the results often raise a
' question: um, have you guys ever driven a BMW?

Now, the company that sometimes sees drivers as Bubble
Boys, in need of protection from any suggestion of sex or
pinprick of sensation, is promoting its remade midsize
sedan in national ads as the “naughty S60.”

SCANDINAVIAN Cabin materials and  Unexpectedly, they’re right; the naughty tag isn’t just ad
finishes are first-rate. More Photos » agency hyperbole. Think of the S60 not as Ralph Nader

but as a younger Hugh Hefner.
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Volvo Learns to Tango - Volvo 560 Review - NYTimes.com

This Swedish sedan — the first new model since Ford sold Volvo to the Chinese
automaker Geely — plays up, and plays on, the curves. And it does so with such panache
that the usual water-cooler arguments over sport sedans — which mainly flatter BMW,
Audi, Cadillac, Mercedes or Infiniti — must now include a word for Volvo.

That’s especially true for the S60 T6 model. Its splashy first impression is aided by a
300-horsepower, 3-liter turbocharged in-line 6 with standard all-wheel drive. This
month, Volvo is adding a front-drive S60 T5 as a 2012 model, powered by a 5-cylinder
turbo with 250 horsepower. The T5 comes at a reasonable base price of $31,850,
compared with $38,550 for the T6. And the less expensive version will save more money
with its excellent federal economy rating of 30 miles per gallon on the highway (20 in
town), versus 26 highway, 18 city for the T6.

For the T6, seat-of-pants impressions are magnified by the engine’s lusty 325 pound-feet
of peak torque. That is much more than any rival, including the BMW 335i, Audi A4
2.0T, Cadillac CTS, Infiniti G37 or Mercedes C350, and it matches the rating for the big
4.4-liter V-8 in the Yolvo XCoo crossover. The result is a cool, quenching rush of turbo
power, and a car that can storm from a standstill to 60 m.p.h. in 5.6 seconds, barely
behind the BMW and Infiniti but still provocatively quick in this class.

Of course, it wouldn’t be a Volvo without something from the safety wizards in
Gothenburg, Sweden. Their latest is Pedestrian Detection, a camera- and radar-based
system that can automatically stop the S60 to avoid striking someone at speeds below 22
m.p.h. At higher speeds, the system can at least markedly slow the car before impact,
possibly the difference between a fatal accident and a trip to the hospital.

The system complements Volvo's City Safety, first offered on the XC60, which does the
same trick to avoid collisions with cars if a distracted driver fails to hit the brakes. While
City Safety is standard, the S60’s pedestrian protection is part of a $2,100 technology
package that includes adaptive cruise control, a collision-warning system with full auto-
braking, and monitors for both following distance and lane departure.

For obvious reasons, I tested the system not with a human volunteer, but with a
stationary dummy named Bob. Behind the wheel of the S60, I shot toward the dummy
several times at up to 22 m.p.h. The hardest part was resisting an almost primal urge to
hit the brakes.

When I ignored a flashed visual warning inside the car, the Volvo braked itself forcefully
and left Bob unscathed, stopping with about a foot to spare even when I was sure the
dummy was toast.

The system combines the speed-and-distance measurement of a radar unit with a
camera and sophisticated computer algorithms. The camera confirms an endangered
pedestrian by comparing its real-time images against a huge database of human walkers,
picking out details like heads and swinging arms to avoid false alarms. The system
operates at up to 50 m.p.h., but isn’t yet reliable enough to work at night, when the
majority of pedestrian injuries occur.

Considering his unbeatable view of the Volvo’s looming shape, I might have asked Bob to
assess the styling. Even a dummy could see that the S60 handsomely advances Volvo’s
evolution from boxy-and-utilitarian to today’s dynamic, fine-boned designs. The S60
nods to current fashion with the coupelike arch of its roof. But the rest of the car takes
now familiar Volvo cues - the slender hood, sprinter’s stance, flared rear haunches and
a pert, cliff-hanging rear deck — and heightens them to create the prettiest Volvo sedan
yet.
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Compared with the previous S60, the new model carves out a welcome 2.1 inches of
added rear legroom. But the cargo area shrinks from to 12 cubic feet, from 13.9, tying
the BMW 13 Series as the smallest in the class.
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Now Volvo is burying one of its own cars, and making a game of it.

A couple of months ago, Volvo entombed a special version of an XCgo sport utility
“somewhere in the world,” in a promotional tie-in with “Dead Man’s Chest,” the latest
installment in Disney’s “Pirates of the Caribbean” movie franchise. A contest was begun
to find the S.U.V. (and promote the year’s top-grossing movie).

Interested parties were invited to visit a Volvo showroom and pick up a “treasure map.”
Armed with the map, they could log onto a Web site to receive a clue. If they used that
clue successfully, they got another one, and so on.

This went on for four weeks, by which time the roster of 52,000 treasure hunters was

trimmed to seven finalists, including one each from Austria, England, Japan and Spain.

- Three finalists are Americans, including a 57-year-old father, Jim Hutz of Carefree, Ariz.,
and his 30-year-old son, David, of Herndon, Va. The other American finalist is Jenny
Buckalew, 35, from Newnan, Ga.; she is one of two women left in the competition.

Next Sunday, the finalists are to be flown to the secret location where they will compete
in two days of mental and physical challenges (thank reality television) that will bring

" them closer to the burial site. The winner is to be announced on Aug. 11 and then,

. presumably, will head directly to a car wash.
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From our colleagues at Media Decoder:

For a car that is sold on being safe, Volvo rarely plays it safe when
it comes to advertising, as demonstrated by a campaign set to get
under way on Saturday.

In addition to its mainstream campaigns in media like television
and magazines, Volvo, owned by the Chinese automaker Geely, has
been among the most experimental of the automotive marketers in
trying to figure out what works — and does not work — in new

media.

For instance, in 2005, Volvo commissioned a racing video game
for the Microsoft Xbox system. And two years later, Volvo

make-believe driving school.

The next effort in new media is for the new Yo
sedan. Volvo and its agency, Team Volvo, part of Havas, are joining
forces with the YouTube unit of Google for a campaign centered on

) sports

augmented reality.

Read more hel
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So Many Ways to Say ‘Watch Out’

By JERRY GARRETT MARCH 4, 2007

Hond

SENTINEL If an under-mirror camera sees a car in the blind spot, a warning illuminates.
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THE new S80 is a showcase for Volvo’s latest safety systems, including a
heartbeat sensor, an impending-crash warning and cameras that monitor
blind spots alongside the car.

The systems are costly options, however, and taken together add $3,100 to
the price of the S80, which comes with a long list of standard safety
equipment: antilock disc brakes, front-seat side air bags (with separate
chambers for chest and hip protection), full-length side curtain air bags,
antiwhiplash front head restraints, pretensioning safety belts for all five
seat positions and tire pressure monitors.

The collision-warning alert is included with the $1,495 adaptive cruise
control system. The alert is a red dashboard light and a beeping tone —
frighteningly loud — that come on when sensors decide you are too close to
an obstacle ahead. In my experience, the system activated when I was
changing lanes or just following a bit too closely.

If you get even closer to an obstacle, the system applies the brakes and
activates auxiliary brake lights.

Another option is the Personal Car Communicator ($495), which activates
if the security system has been breached — if, for instance, a thief breaks
in, a meteor falls on the car or an ex-spouse keys the paint.

The system includes a sensor that, when a button is pushed on the remote

key fob, registers whether there is a heartbeat or a pulse in the car. Though
not rescue-oriented per se, the system can alert emergency responders that
a pet, child or other living being is inside.

The Blind Spot Information System is a $595 option that uses cameras
under the outside mirrors to monitor traffic on either side of the S80’s rear
flanks. (This concedes the point that the sedan has blind spots.)

The driver is notified of an object (i.e., a car or truck) in either of its blind
spots by a square warning light on the interior base of each mirror.

It’s a handy system when it works, but I noted a lot of false alarms. For
instance, when I drove the S80 in the rain, the blind-spot warning kept
blinking in response to raindrops.

Still, an editor who drove an S80 in New York City found the blind spot
sensors to be an asset in the controlled chaos of Manhattan traffic, where
kamikaze cab drivers pop up unexpectedly on one’s flanks after cutting
across lanes of traffic.
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The detectors do not work on sharp curves, or when backing up. At night,
the light-sensitive system cannot detect cars driving without headlamps,
and can mistake bright lights from other sources for headlights.

Other false alarms may be caused by fog, darkness or even the S80’s
reflection off the pavement or another flat object. Imagine that: a vehicle
afraid of its own shadow.

JERRY GARRETT
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BISHOP, Calif.

I SET out one morning to test the new Yolvo S8¢ 3.2. With no particular
goal in mind, my co-driver and I decided to go until we got tired of the car.
We ended up here that evening, 300 miles away from where we had
started, making a quick stop for pajamas, toothbrushes and toiletries. How
did this happen?

The drive had begun inauspiciously enough, along the Pacific Ocean in
Southern California. It progressed up through the network of Los Angeles
freeways. Then we headed through the Angeles National Forest and out
into the Mojave Desert, up lonely Route 395. Usually boredom sets in
there.

But a billboard for the “world’s best jerky” enticed us to keep heading
north. The jerky proved to be a disappointment, but the S80 did not. We
passed Lone Pine, where a John Wayne movie we’d watched the night
before was filmed (“North to Alaska,” oddly enough). We kept on, in search
of a diner where I had once enjoyed the mother of all deep-dish apple pies.
The diner turned out to be as dead as the Duke.

Good thing it finally got dark, or we’d have kept going. We felt right at
home in this seductive sedan, although not enough to sleep in it. We found
a $48 hotel room and spent the night here.

But this is not a story about a serendipitous road trip. It is a tale of two
cylinders.

Let’s compare sedans. One is a 2007 Volvo S80. So is the other. One is
powered by a new V-8 engine. The other, the object of our affection on this
trip, has an in-line 6.

What a difference two cylinders makes!

The people at Volvo are excited about the eight-cylinder model, the first V-
8 sedan in the company’s history. “It’s a big thing for us to be deserving to
be in the comparison with the Mercedes-Benz E-Clags, BMW 5 Series,
Infiniti and Lexus,” said Geno Effler, Volvo’s vice president for public
affairs, referring to V-8 models in a class where Volvo wants to compete.

Bragging rights aside, it’s difficult to imagine Volvo selling too many of the
V-8s. Volvo claims the engine (which was developed with Yamaha and can
also be found in the XCgo sport utility wagon) will do zero to 60 in six
seconds flat. Other than that, the 6-cylinder model is superior to its V-8
counterpart in just about every measurable way.
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For starters, the base price for the S80 with the 3.2-liter in-line 6 is
$39,400. The price of the $80 V-8, which comes only with all-wheel drive,
starts at $48,045. Options can take the car up to nearly $60,000, a price
once unimaginable for a Volvo.

Sticker shock aside, I found the V-8 model had come-up-and-see-me-
sometime curb appeal, and it was rompin’ stompin’ good fun to drive —
until the low-fuel light told me this shapely Swede had the appetite of a
trucker. Our first date was our last.

The 311-horsepower V-8 is rated at 17 m.p.g. in town and 25 on the
highway, but my own overall mileage (as well as a colleague’s) fell into the

lower teens.

TRAVEL MATE checking in with a shapely Swedish model.

Jorry Garrett for the New Yark Timoes

Yes, I was enamored of the well-proportioned styling, inside and out. The
Sandstone Beige leather was as pleasing to touch as to look at. The seats
were comfortable, as was the driving position. The center panel that
connects the dashboard to the console appears to float, an innovative
interior design element. But the simplistic display screen for radio and
climate control settings looked to be of Etch-a-Sketch caliber.

The V-8 model comes standard with all-wheel drive, which made the
handling seem heavy and extended the turning radius so that I couldn’t
make a U-turn on my 40-foot-wide street without backing up. The optional
blind-spot warning lights drove me to distraction with false alarms. I
almost didn’t bother to test the S80 with the other engine.

It was the same color, inside and out, with the same captivating interior. It
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was every bit as comfortable. Each came with a power sunroof. But there
was one notable difference: The 3.2 cost $13,000 less than the V-8 model I
had just tested, even with an optional $2,120 navigation system that the V-
8 test car lacked.

The V-8 model comes with more standard features, too, though it was also
loaded with options that I either didn’t notice or didn’t care enough to. The
most expensive add-ons were those two extra cylinders, which came ata
cost of about $4,000 apiece.

The added expense did not stop there. The V-8 needed premium fuel while
the in-line 6 did just fine on regular unleaded. (It is rated at 235
horsepower, a competitive amount.) The in-line 6 is also an inherently
smoother running motor than the V-8. (Spare me the Society of Automotive
Engineers white papers arguing this point, which I received after I wrote
the same thing about BMW’s silky in-line 6s.)

Without those two extra cylinders and all-wheel drive, the 3.2 was 265
pounds lighter. It felt it, in every movement from sharper U-turns to
crisper high-speed cornering.

But the thing that really kept us going — all the way to Bishop — was the
gas mileage. After the first 300 miles of combined city and highway
driving, the 3.2 had averaged 29 miles a gallon. Advertised mileage is just
19 city, 28 highway. And we’d just gone from sea level to an elevation of
4,140 feet in Bishop. Fearing an anomaly in our results, we filled up and
drove home a different way, with more extreme driving and elevation
changes — through Death Valley, 282 feet below sea level, back over a
6,500-foot mountain pass and then through the San Gabriel Mountains to
Los Angeles.

(We compared the Volvo’s odometer readings with published mileage
figures because the on-board computer, the navigation system and the
odometer often disagreed on trip distances and fuel range.)

On the return, we drove only 30 freeway miles. The result was, predictably,
a little worse, but at 26 m.p.g., still praiseworthy. And the 3.2 never seemed
at a loss for power.

Volvo calls the $80 V-8 AWD its “luxurious new flagship.” Whether it floats
your boat may depend on whether your transportation needs include
enough thrust to launch a jet fighter from an aircraft carrier.

The S80 3.2, meanwhile, is Volvo’s “great value story.” But it is more than
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that: it is a textbook case of great taste, less filling.
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Vintage Volvos Earn Their Stripes (Ask the General Who Owns One) - The New York Times

International New York Eimes
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PHIL SINGHER became passionate about old Volvos in a rather
roundabout way.

“I married into a very clapped-out 1966 Volvo 1228 sedan,” said Mr.
Singher, 54, who now fixes these cars for a living on Whidbey Island,
Wash. “I learned to work on the Volvo out of necessity, but the more I fixed
it the better I liked it. My wife’s car was amazingly tough and absolutely
reliable. And it was designed to be easy to fix.”

Let’s face it, with a reputation as reliable transportation for safety-minded
drivers, Volvos weren’t all that hip in the 1960s. Nobody stuck big yellow
flower decals on them. But as-baby boomers morphed into responsible
homeowners, those boxy Volvos started to look better and better. Their
longevity added to the cachet. The company created a High Mileage Club
for cars that had traveled more than 100,000 miles, and owners attached
the club’s emblems to their cars as a badge of honor.

Mr. Singher has the emblem for his 122S, which has been fully restored. He
has also restored a 1967 1800S. The 1800 was Volvo’s period sports car,
best known for its dramatic fins and the fact that “The Saint” (played by
Roger Moore) drove one on television.

Another Volvo fan is Colin L. Powell. The former secretary of state and

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff was often found behind the chairman’s
quarters at Fort Myer in Virginia tinkering with his cars.
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The Volvo PV445.

“At one time I had six, stashed at various places around the post so the
M.P.’s wouldn’t find them all,” he said in a recent interview. “My usual
pattern was to fix them mechanically and then do enough body work to get
them through a quick Earl Scheib paint job.

“My cars wouldn’t pass anyone’s magnet test,” he said, referring to how
cars are checked for body filler that disguises rust damage, and added, “It’s
been great fun and I've met a lot of interesting people.”

Mr. Powell’s current pride and joy is a 1966 122S wagon, a car similar to
the barely ambulatory wreck that Bill Clinton and Al Gore presented to him
at a reception when he retired as chairman of the Joint Chiefs in 1993. “I
tried to express my profound gratitude,” Mr. Powell said.
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There’s no question that the Volvos of the 1960s — the humpbacked 544;
the rounded 1228, often mistaken for a car a decade older; and the curvy
1800, Sweden’s answer to the popular British sports cars of the time — are

treasured by many people today.

Supported by an extensive parts network in the United States and Sweden,
the cars are more likely to see regular use than just being presented at car
shows. They are relatively fuel-efficient, comfortable at highway speeds,
relatively safe (Volvo pioneered the three-point seat belt) and not difficult
or expensive to maintain.

The Volvo P1goo convertible.

Detroit design also influenced the 444, which was the first Volvo sized and
built with an eye to the export market. Both the 444, which came to the
United States for the 1956 model year, and the much-improved 544, which
came along in 1959, bore a strong resemblance to the 1941 Ford. And
Americans actually started buying them.

Volvo chronology is a little unusual. The updated but still antique-looking
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544 was introduced after the 122S, which was much more modern; the
Volvo Amazon, which became the 1228 in this country, had already begun
production in 1956. And the 1228 continued for several years after its
replacement, the 140 series, was in showrooms.

It was the handsome, if somewhat stylistically dated 12285, that really
established Volvo’s name in this country. The four-cylinder 1228, sold in
two- and four-door versions as well as a useful station wagon, soon earned
a reputation for reliability. The atypical 1800 sports car, with racy styling
and tailfins, was introduced in 1961. It was pricey for its time — about
$4,000 in 1967,

Volvos were popularly believed to be for pipe-smoking liberal college
professors. In a 1985 Doonesbury cartoon, Duke asks Honey how she
knows that a potential organ donor for him is a liberal. “They pulled him
from a Volvo,” Honey says.

Bruce Potter, president of Volvo Sports America, a club originally set up to
cater to 1800 owners, said he did not buy the liberal tag. “Volvos then were
for people who didn’t want to make car payments for the rest of their lives.
Volvo said it best in one of the old ads — the cars offered the best bang for
the buck. They publicized the fact that the average Volvo lived 17 years in
Sweden.”
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The Volvo 1800ES station wagon.

Mr. Potter, a laboratory equipment salesman in Basking Ridge, N.J., owns
a 1973 1800ES, the distinctive wagon version of the 1800. Only 8,078
1800ES models were made in 1971-73. Mr. Potter said the price of a fully
restored 444, 544 or 1228 ranged from $5,000 to $10,000; an 1800 from
$10,000 to $25,000; and an 1800ES up to $40,000.

“The loyalty toward these older models is just unbelievable,” said Gretchen
Adams of Afton, N. Y., who is vice president of the Volvo Club of America.
Ms. Adams’s favorite old Volvo was a rare 445, the delivery/station wagon
version of the 444. Other rare models include the fiberglass-bodied 1900
convertible (only 67 produced) and the 123GT, a go-fast version of the 122
introduced in 1967. Fully restored, it would be worth $15,000, Mr. Potter
said.
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Irvin Gordon of Long Island bought a 1966 1800S coupe and still owns it,
having chalked up more than 2.5 million miles and earned a place in the
Guinness Book of World Records for owning the world’s most traveled
automobile. “If I didn’t maintain the car it would fall apart,” said Mr.
Gordon, 67. “As it is, I think the Volvo will outlast me.”

Volvo has a good record of support for its vintage models. “There is