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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In the Matter of Trademark Application No. §5/319,594
For the mark EAST WEST BRIDGE FORUM
Date of Publication: September 20, 2011

THE PLUBELL FIRM, LLC, )
)
Opposer, )
)
v ) Opposition No. 91203410
)
EAST WEST BANK, )
)
Applicant. )

APPLICANT EAST WEST BANK’'S ANSWER TO OPPOSER THE PLUBELL
FIRM, LLC’S NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Applicant East West Bank by way of its Answer to the Notice of Opposition filed
in this proceeding by Opposer The Plubell Firm, LL.C, hereby states as follows:

1. Applicant admits that Opposer is named as the owner of Registration No.
3,448,481 for the mark EAST-WEST BUSINESS BRIDGE. The registration date is as
maintained in the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office (“USPTO”),
which speak for themselves. Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to
form a belief as to the truth of the remaining allegations set forth in Paragraph 1, and,
therefore, denies the same.

2. As to the allegations set forth in Paragraph 2 of the Notice of Opposition,
Applicant admits that the services associated with Registration No. 3,448,481 in

International Class 35 are listed in the records of the USPTO as follows: “Providing
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business information and business consultation to others about requirements for doing
business between China and other countries and facilitating the conducting of business
transactions between China and other countries.”
3. Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief
as to the truth of the allegations set forth in Paragraph 3, and, therefore, denies the same.
4. Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief
as to the truth of the allegations set forth in Paragraph 4, and, therefore, denies the same.
5. Applicant denies the allegations set forth in Paragraph 5 of the Notice of

Opposition.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

1. The facts set forth in Opposer’s Notice of Opposition are insufficient to
state a claim or to support an opposition of Applicant’s application.

2. Opposer lacks standing in the present opposition proceeding.

3. Opposer is not entitled to any of the requested relief because Applicant’s
mark EAST WEST BRIDGE FORUM for use in association with services in
International Class 038 (i.e., Providing an on-line forum for international relations) is not
likely to cause confusion or to deceive purchasers in the mistaken belief that the services
of Applicant emanate from, are offered by, or are provided by Opposer or under
Opposer’s approval, sponsorship or control, relative to Opposer’s mark EAST-WEST
BUSINESS BRIDGE for use in association with services in International Class 035 (i.e.,

Providing business information and business consultation to others about requirements
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for doing business between China and other countries and facilitating the conducting of
business transactions between China and other countries.”).

4. Opposer lacks priority with respect to use of its mark EAST-WEST
BUSINESS BRIDGE in International Class 035 such that any rights Opposer may have

in said mark are inferior to Applicant’s rights.

REQUESTED RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Applicant, having answered Opposer’s Notice of Opposition,
requests the following:

1. Opposer’s Notice of Opposition be dismissed with prejudice.

2. Applicant be issued an unrestricted registration on the Principal Register
for its mark.

3. Applicant be granted such other relief as the Board deems just and

equitable under the circumstances.
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Respectfully submitted,

FoxX ROTHSCHILD LLP

Dated: February 27, 2012 By:/Thomas T. Chan/

Thomas T. Chan

Aaron Craig

Lisa A. Karczewski
Attorneys for Applicant
EAST WEST BANK

FOoX ROTHSCHILD LLP

1055 W. 7" Street, Suite 1880
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Telephone: (213) 624-6560
Facsimile: (213) 622-1154

Email Addresses:

tchan @ foxrothschild.com
cliu@foxrothschiid.com
{PDocket@foxrothschild.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that APPLICANT EAST WEST BANK’S ANSWER TO OPPOSER

THE PLUBELL FIRM. LLC’S NOTICE OF OPPOSITION is being served on

Registrant The Plubell Firm, LL.C, by mailing a true and correct copy via First-Class Mail
to the attorney of record, this February 27, 2012, to the following address:

H. David Starr
(DStarr@ Nathlaw.com)
The Nath Law Group
112 South West Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
Tel: (703) 548-6284
Fax: (703) 683-8396
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/Cindy Liu/
Cindy Liu
Fox Rothschild LLP
1055 W. 7™ Street, Suite 1880
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Tel: (213) 624-6560
Fax: (213) 622-1154
Email Address:
chiu@foxrothschild.com




